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To  the  dear,  departed  ones,  whose  busy  hands  dianged  the  giant  for- 
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ests  into  fertile  fields;  whose  love  of  home  estaUished  the  hearthstones,  the 
tender  ties  ot  which  yet  bind  together  the  heartstrings  of  the  native  bora; 
whose  patriotism  gave  the  best  of  their  lives  and  substance  for  the  defense  of 
their  country;  whose  graves  make  sacred  the  soil  their  feet  so  often  trod. 


PREFACE 


All  life  and  adiievemeiit  is  evolution;  present  wisdom  comes  from  past 
experience,  and  present  commercial  prosperity  has  come  only  from  past  exer- 
tion and  sacrifice.  The  deeds  and  motives  of  the  men  who  have  gone  before 
have  been  instrumental  in  shaping  the  destinies  of  later  communities  and 

states.  The  development  of  .1  new  country  was  at  once  a  task  and  a  privi- 
lege. It  required  iJ^reat  courage,  sacrifice  and  privation.  Compare  the  pres- 
ent conditions  of  the  people  ot  Ionia  county,  Michig^an,  with  what  they  were 
tour  score  years  ago.  From  a  trackless  wilderness  and  virgin  land,  it 
has  come  to  be  a  center  of  prosperity  and  civilization,  with  millions  of 
wealth,  systems  of  railways,  grand  educational  institutions,  splendid  indus- 
tries and  immense  agricultural  and  dairy  productions.  Can  any  think- 
ing person  be  insensible  to  the  fascination  of  the  study  which  discloses  the 
aspirations  and  efforts  of  the  early  pioneers  who  so  strongly  laid  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  has  been  reared  the  magnificent  prosperity  of  later  days? 
To  perpetuate  the  story  of  these  people  and  to  trace  and  record  Ihe  social, 
political  and  industrial  progress  of  the  community  from  its  first  inception, 
is  the  function  of  the  local  historian.  A  sincere  purpose  to  preserve  facts 
and  personal  memoirs  diat  are  deserving  of  perpetuation,  and  which  unite 
the  present  to  the  past,  is  the  motive  for  the  present  publication.  A  spedaUy 
valuable  and  interesting  department  is  that  one  devoted  to  the  sketches  of 
representative  citizens  of  these  counties  whose  records  deserve  preservation 
because  of  their  worth,  effort  and  accomplishment.  The  publishers  desire 
to  extend  their  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  so  faithfully  labored  to 
this  end.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  citizens  of  Ionia  county  for  the  uni- 
form kindness  with  which  they  ha\e  regarded  this  undertaking,  and  for 
their  many  services  rendered  in  tlie  gaining  of  necessar>^  information. 

In  placing  the  "History  of  Tonia  County,  Micingan/'  l>efore  the  citizens, 
the  jniblishers  can  conscientiously  claim  that  they  have  carried  out  the  plan 
as  outlined  in  the  prospectus.  K\ery  biographical  sketch  in  the  work  has 
been  submitted  to  the  party  interested,  for  correction,  and  therefore  any  error 
of  fact,  if  there  be  any,  is  solely  due  to  the  person  for  whom  the  sketch 
was  prepared.  Confident  that  our  effort  to  please  will  fully  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  public,  we  are. 

Respectfully, 

THE  PUBUSHERS. 
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CHAPTER  1. 

GEOLOGICAL  AHD  PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS. 

Ionia  county,  which  lies  approximarely  in  the  second  tier  of  counties 
south  of  a  line  dividing  the  Southern  l^eninsula  into  two  equal  halves,  north 
and  south,  is  also  slightly  west  of  a  line  which  would  divide  the  Southern 
Peninsula  into  two  equal  parts,  east  and  west.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Montcalm  ceinnty,  on  the  euht  by  Clinton  county,  on  the  south  by  Eaton 
and  iiarry  counties,  and  on  the  west  by  Kent  county. 

Coal  measures  underlie  the  surface  depusits  in  most  of  Tonia  county — 
in  fact,  of  all  the  county  except  tlie  extienic  southwestern  part,  where  the 
Grand  Rapids  group  underlies  the  surface  deposits.  The  carboniferous  for- 
mations in  Ionia  county,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  embrace  both  the  Grand  Rapids 
and  Saginaw  groups.  The  former  is  made  up  of  limestone  above,  with 
gypsum,  shales  and  hydraulic  limestones  below,  while  the  latter  is  made  up 
of  coal,  paving  brick,  clays,  shales  and  sandstones. 

No  wells  penetrate  the  interior  formations  in  Ionia  county  deeper  than 
the  coal  measures  and  there  is,  therefore,  no  direct  information  regarding 
the  character  and  thickness  of  the  deeper-lying  formations.  The  records  of 
deep  wells  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Alma,  St.  Johns,  Delta  and  Char- 
lotte, however,  indicate  the  general  geologic  conditions  obtaining  in  lonta 
county.  It  is  very  probable  that  gypsum  and  coal  deposits  exist  within  the 
limits  of  looia  county.  Marl  or  bog  is  known  to  exist  in  a  number  of  places, 
but,  rn  'er  preset  conditions,  marl  deposits  have  no  very  great  economic 
value,  it  is  qtiite  possible,  nevertheless,  that  in  the  no  distant  future  marl 
deposits  will  he  developed  for  agricultural  ptirposes. 

^"^T^eaking  generally,  the  rock  formations  in  the  Southern  Peninsula  of 
Michigan  iire^ent  le"^-  ^■aric*^■  of  features  than  in  the  North  Peninsula,  and 
are  much  less  open  to  view,  because  of  the  greater  tiiickness  o£  the  glacial 
(3) 
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deposits.    None  of  the  rock  formations  in  the  Southern  Peninsula  have 
subjected  to  such  upheaval  and  folding  as  characterize  the  formations  in  the 
western  part  of  the  Northern  Peninsula.   They  all  lie  in  nearly  horizontal 
position,  with  a  gentle  dip  toward  the  center  of  the  Southern  Peninsula,  and 
pass  beneath  the  beds  which  form  the  surface  of  that  peninsula. 

The  rock  formations  of  the  Southern  Peninsula  range  in  age  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  Silurian,  through  the  Devonian,  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Carboniferous,  and  consist  of  a  series  of  limestone,  shale  and  sandstone 
beds,  with  which  are  associated  deposits  of  coal,  gypsum  and  salt,  each  in 
its  own  particular  horizon.  The  arrangement  of  the  se%'eral  formations  has 
been  likened  to  the  piling  up  of  plates  or  saucers,  in  a  series  of  diminishing 
size  and  diniinishint;-  amount  of  dishing^,  from  bottom  to  top.  The  upper- 
mc)st  and  youngest  formation,  though  resting  on  those  which  precede  it  in 
age,  does  not  stand  atx)ve  some  of  their  outlying  parts. 

The  highest  bed-rock  surface  in  ihe  Southern  Pennibulu  is  found  in  the 
area  of  outcrop  of  the  Marshall  sandstone  of  early  Carboniferous  age,  in 
Hillsdale  and  neighboring  parts  of  Jackson  and  Calhoun  counties,  where  an 
altitude  of  one  thousand  to  one  thousand  one  hundred  feet  is  reached.  The 
lowest  altitude  of  the  rock  surface  is  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Michigan,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Manistee  and  Ludington,  where  it  falls  below  sea  level.  It  is 
in  the  area  where  shales  of  late  Devonian  and  of  early  Carboniferous  age 
form  the  uppermost  beds  of  rock.  In  the  midst  of  Lake  Michigan,  imnie> 
diately  west  from  there,  the  rock  surface,  over  an  area  of  thirty  miles  in 
length  and  two  to  eight  miles  in  width,  has  an  altitude  more  than  three  hun> 
dred  feet  below  sea  level.  There  is  thus  a  range  of  about  one  thousand  four 
hundred  feet  in  the  altitude  of  the  bed  rock  of  thi?;  region.. 

There  are  in  the  Southern  Peninsula  two  large  areas  in  which  the  rock 
surface  has  a  marked  relief  above  bijrderhig  districts.  Une  of  these,  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  state,  extends  from  near  Kalamazoo  and  Coldwater 
northeastward  to  the  terminus  of  the  "thumb''  of  Michigan,  which  lies 
between  Saginaw  bay  and  the  southern  part  of  Lake  Huron.  From  an  alti« 
tude  of  one  thousand  one  hundred  feet  in  northern  Hillsdale  county,  it 
drops  off  somewhat  rapidly  to  about  nine  hundred  feet  in  central  Jackson 
county,  and  then  more  gradually  to  seven  hundred  feet  or  less  at  the  end  of 
the  "thumb."  There  is  also  a  rapid  decrease  in  altitude  southward  in-  Hills- 
dale county  and  adjacent  parts  of  Indiana  and  Ohio,  to  an  altitude  of  only 
six  hundred  feet,  and  this  low  altitude  of  the  rock  surface  is  maintained 
over  much  of  the  northwestern  part  of  Ohio  and  the  northern  part  of 
Indiana. 
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The  other  area  with  relatively  his^h  rock  surface  is  found  in  tlie  north- 
em  part  of  the  peninsula,  north  of  latitude  forty-four  degrees,  'i  hat  region 
is  so  heavily  covered  with  drift  tliat  few  borings  have  reached  the  ro^. 
These  indicate  tbat  the  rock  surface  may  not  reach  an  altitude  of  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  Lakes  Michigan  and  Huron,  or  but  little  ' 
more  than  eight  hundred  feet  above  the  sea.  In  the  southern  Qieboygan  and 
southwestern  Presque  Isle  counties  the  rock  is  either  exposed,  or  struck  in 
borings,  at  an  altitude  of  about  eight  htmdred  feet  above  sea  level,  and  no 
borings  in  neighboring  districts  to  the  south  have  reached  it  at  a  higher 
altitude.  From  this  relatively  high  rock  area  there  is  but  little  descent  to  the 
northeast  and  east  until  one  reaches  the  immediate  borders  of  Lake  Huron. 
There  is  also  comparatively  little  descent  in  passing  westward  to  Lake  Michi- 
gan over  the  district  immediately  south  of  Little  Traverse  bay.  But  from 
the  vicinity  of  Bellaire  southward,  there  is  a  very  low  rock  surface  for  some 
distance  inland  from  the  lake  Michigan  shore,  portions  of  it  being  about  at 
sea  level.  The  altitude  is  also  very  low  in  a  strip  running  westward  through 
the  center  of  the  pemnsiila  from  the  southern  end  of  Saginaw  bay  to  Lake 
Michigan,  the  general  altitude  of  the  rock  surface  being  only  three  hundred 
to  five  hundred  feet.  This  low  area  lies  about  midway  between  the  two 
relatively  high  areas  just  noted,  and  there  is  a  gradual  rise  from  it  toward 
these  areas.  In  tiie  southwestern  and  southeastern  parts  of  the  peninsula 
there  are  extensive  areas  with  an  altitude  about  five  hundred  to  six  hundred 
feet  abo\'e  sea  level. 

The  relations  of  the  rock  surface  to  the  levels  of  Lakes  Huron  and 
Michigan,  therefore,  are  such  that,  were  the  drift  removed  and  these  lakes 
held  at  their  present  level,  there  would  be  two  large  islands  within  the  area 
of  the  present  peninsula— one,  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
above  the  lake,  lying  north  of  l^^tude  forty-four  degrees  and  occupying  per- 
haps half  of  the  present  land  surface  north  of  that  parallel;  the  other,  in  the 
southeastern  part,  with  an  altitude  one  hundred  to  five  hundred  feet  above 
the  lake.  The  latter  area  would  be  bordered  by  broad  stretches  of  very 
shallow  water,  interspersed  perhaps  with  low  islands  in  the  district  adjacent 
to  Lakes  Erie  and  St  Clair,  and  across  the  northern  part  of  Indiana,  north- 
western Ohio  and  the  southwestern  part  of  Michigan.  There  would  be  rela- 
tively deep  water  in  what  is  now  the  central  part  of  the  peninsula  from 
Saginaw  bay  westward,  including  perhaps  tiie  northern  fringe  of  Ionia 
county,  and  exceptionally,  deep  water  on  the  western  side  of  the  northern  • 
island  from  the  head  of  Grand  Traverse  bay  to  Ludington.   From  plant- 
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meter  measurements  already  made,  the  average  elevation  oi  the  rock  surface 
appears  to  be  about  five  hundred  and  fifty-four  feet  above  the  sea.  Were 
the  drift  removed  and  the  rock  brought  to  a  uniform  level,  its  surface  would 
stand  about  twenty-five  feet  lower  than  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan. 

The  glacial  drift  which  covers  so  deeply  much  of  the  rock  surface  of 
the  Southern  Peninsula  consists  of  a  more  or  less  commingled  mass  of  boul- 
ders and  small  stones  in  a  sandy  or  clayey  matrix,  though  it  differs  greatly  in 
constitution  and  in  texture.from  place  to  place.  It  was  brought  in  largely,  if 
not  wholly,  by  an  ice  sheet  or  continental  g^cier  which  moved  southwestward 
from  the  highlands  of  Canada  across  the  several  Great  Ls^es  basins,  carrying 
in  it  the  earthy  and  stony  matter  t^athered  from  the  loose  surface  material 
of  the  districts  over  which  it  was  moving.  The  Canadian  highlands  were 
thus  extensively  denuded  of  soil  and  subsoil,  while  the  district  south  of  the 
Great  Lakes  was  corresj^ondingly  enriched  by  the  £rlacial  action.  The  average 
thickness  of  the  drift  in  the  Southern  Peninsuia  is  about  three  hundred  feet. 
There  are  places  near  the  border  of  Lake  Michigan  where  the  drift  is  known 
to  exceed  six  hundred  feet.  Places  in  the  high  interior  of  the  north  part  of 
the  peninsula  may  have  over  one  titousand  feet. 

There  is  evidence  that  the  drift  of  this  peninsula  is  not  the  product  of  a 
single  ice  inva^on,  but,  instead,  of  two  or  more  invasions,  between  which 
were  long  periods  of  warm  dimate  such  as  prevails  today.  Between  the 
deposits  of  glacial  material  are  soils  and  peat  beds  and  other  indications  of 
fhe  presence  of  vegetation  such  as  would  thrive  under  a  genial  dimate. 

Certain  terms  have  been  applied  by  g^eologists  and  geographers  to  the 
various  deposits  and  the  forms  or  topographic  features  of  the  drift,  and  also 
to  deposits  produced  by  waters  issuing  from  the  ice.  Among  the  tnost 
prominent  of  the  topographic  features  are  the  beds  of  rolling  or  hummocky- 
surfaced  drift  termed  moraines.  These  belts  have  been  followed  in  some 
cases  for  scores  and  even  hundreds  of  miles  in  tlieir  broad  sweep  around  the 
basins  of  our  Great  Lakes  and  across  other  districts.  They  were  formed 
at  places  where  the  edge  of  the  ice  held  a  nearly  constant  position  for  a  long 
period,  and,  by  a  continual  advance  to  this  line,  brought  in  the  material  which 
furnished  the  irregular  surfaced  moraiites.  The  uneven  surface  of  the 
moraines  is  probably  due  largdy  to  differences  in  the  dirtiness  of  the  ice. 
The  dirtiest  parts,  upon  melting,  would  ftunish  the  material  for  the  hum- 
mocks, while  the  deanest  parts  would  fall  short  of  btiilduig  up  die  surface 
and  leave  correspcmding  depressions.  It  is  probable  also  that  some  inequality 
of  surface  is  due  to  disturbance  of  material  by  ice  movements. 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


37 


In  Ionia  county  there  is  a  broad  moraine,  about  four  miles  wide  on  an 
average,  the  tip  of  which  b^ins  just  north  of  the  forty-third  paralld  and 
extends,  southward  across  the  county  line  into  Barry  county.  Another 
moraine,  of  approximately  a  mile  in  width,  begins  in  Montcalm  county  and 
crosses  the  looia  county  line  half  way  between  the  east  and  west  border, 
extending  sgmth  as  far  as  Ionia.  Just  to  the  west  of  this  moraine  is  another, 
beginning  about  three  miles  south  of  the  Montcalm-Ionia  county  line  and 
extending  south  to  the  bed  of  the  Grand  river.  Other  moraines  begin  on  the 
eighty-fifth  meridian,  at  Ac  line  between  Ionia  and  Montcalm  counties,  and 
extend  south  and  southwestward  into  Qinton  county  on  an  almost  east  and 
west  course. 

The  wide  areas  between  the  moraines  in  Tenia  county  have  boulder  clay 
at  the  surface,  and  with  scarcely  any  coating  oL  sandy  material  such  as  might 
be  left  alont^  the  recctlin;;"  ice  lx>rder.  These  are  knoun  as  till  plains,  till 
being  a  teclmical  uauie  tor  boulder  clay.  Thty  were  formed  under  the  ice 
sheet.  The  soil  ranges  from  clayey  to  sandy  loam  and  from  first>rate  to 
good  second-rate  quality. 

There  are  also  several  rather  wide  areas  of  outwash  plains  in  Ionia 
county,  one  along  the  bed  of  the  Lookingglass  river,  south  of  Muir,  another 
along  the  Flat  river,  southwest  of  Belding,  and  a  third  beginning  on  the 
eighty-fifth  meridian,  six  miles  north  of  the  Eaton  county  line  and  extending 
southwest  into  Barry  county.  These  formations  were  caused  by  the  water 
escaping  from  the  ice  sheet  and  which  carried  and  spread  out  the  sand  and 
gravel.  The  soil  is  usually  light  in  these  places  and  requires  intelligent  culti- 
vation. Some  of  these  outwash  plains,  particularly  those  south  of  Uie  forty- 
third  parallel,  have  considerable  rich  loam  covering  the  sand  and  gravel  • 

Following  the  beds  of  the  Grand  and  Maple  rivers  in  Ionia  county,  there 
is  a  strip  of  sand  lake  h^eds,  which  probably  is  ]jartially  of  jjlacial  decompo- 
sition.   The  soil  is  lioht  and  in  places  is  ilrifted  by  the  wind  into  low  ridges. 

Northeast  of  Belding  and  extendin<5  into  Montcahn  county  is  an  area  of 
sandy  drift,  consistino;  of  sandy  deposits  not  definitely  formed  as  outwash 
from  the  ice  iKirder  and  in  part  dcp^jsited  under  the  ice.  Here  the  SOll  is 
generally  variable,  but  more  often  only  second  rate. 

NATURAL  lAAINAGE. 

The  drainage  of  the  Southern  Peninsula  is  almost  equally  divided  between 
west-fiowing  streams,  which  enter  Lake  Mich<>an,  and  east^flowing  streams, 
which  enter  the  Huron  and  Erie  basin.   The  Michigan  basin  is  estimated 
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to  receive  the  drainage  of  twenty  thousand  five  hundred  square  miles,  while 
the  basins  of  the  east  receive  the  drainage  of  twenty  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-two  square  miles.  The  line  separating  the  western  from  the  eastern 
drainage  departs  consideraUy  from  a  medium  north  and  south  line,  though 
running  the  entire  length  of  the  peninsula.  N^r  Big  Rapids  it  is  consider- 
ably west  of  the  middle  longitude,  while  near  Howdl  it  is  considerably 
east  of  it.  The  great  indentation  made  in  the  penin?nh  !>>  Saginaw 
bay  would  cause  the  central  line  of  the  state  to  pass  considerably  west  of  us 
middle  longitude,  and  there  is  no  greTit  departure  from  this  central  line.  Tt 
passes  considerably  east  of  the  highest  land  in  the  peninsula,  that  being  all 
drained  to  Lake  Michigan.  All  of  Ionia  county  is  drained  westward  by 
various  rivers  and  their  smaller  tributaries  into  Lake  Michigan,  it  lies  in  the 
Grand  river  Imsin,  which  altogether  comprises  about  five  thousand  six  hun- 
dred square  miles  and  drains  into  L^ike  ^lichigan  at  Grand  Haven.  This 
basin,  by  the  way,  embraces  most  of  the  thickly  inhabited  portion  of  the 
western  part  of  the  peninsula. 

There  is  a  great  difference  among  the  several  drainage  systems  of  the 
Lower  Poiinsula  in  their  possibilities  for  water-power  development  Some 
are  concentrated  in  their  middle  and  upper  courses  and  they  furnish  a  large 
flow,  with  heavy  fall  through  the  lower  course^  which  in  some  cases  is  ren- 
dered steady  by  the  presence  of  numerous  lakes  at  headwaters.  Others 
remain  as  independent  branches  nearly  to  their  mouths  and  thus  have  little 
value  as  a  comlMned  stream.  The  Wagar  dam,  on  the  Grand  river  in  Lyons 
township,  Ionia  county,  furnishes  abundant  water-power  for  devdofHng  cur- 
rent supplied  by  the  .Ionia  Water  Power  Electric  Company. 

• 

TilJi  CLIMATE. 

The  climate  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  of  Michigan  is  insular  to  a  marked 
degree,  on  account  of  the  Great  Lakes.  The  determining  factors  of  dimate 
for  any  locality' are  chiefly  latitude  and  the  relative  distribution  of  land  and 
water.  Other  important  factors  are  the  topography  of  its  land  surface  and 
the  situation  of  the  area  in  question,  with  relation  to  the  general  movement 
of  cydones  and  anti-cyclones.  Large  bodies  of  water  tend  to  equalize  the 
nearby  land  temperatures  and  this  is  e^ecially  true  of  lower  Michigan,  where 
the  effect  of  the  great  cold  waves  sweqping  down  from  the  northwest  is 
modified  by  the  warmer  water  of  the  Great  Lakes;  the  movement  of  these 
-  anti-cydones,  or  cold  waves,  is  often  deflected  by  the  great  bodies  of  water. 
The  effect  of  the  Great  Lakes,  particularly  that  of  Lake  Midiigan,  in 
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modifying  the  temperature  effect  of  cold  anti^cyclones  and  warm  cydonic 
storms  makes  for  lower  Midiigan  a  more  equable  and  less  extreme  climate 
than  obtains  in  the  states  of  similar  latitude  on  the  other  side  of  Lake  Mich- 
igan.  This  influence  is  very  marked  in  the  in  iTicdiate  vicinity  of  Lake 

Michigan,  .ilthoni^fh  apparent  in  all  parts  of  the  Lower  Peninsula.  In  Wis- 
consin, v;intfT  temperatures  have  frequently  continued  from  ten  to  twenty 
degrees  lower  during  periods  of  extreme  cold  weather  than  in  lower  Michigan, 
owing  to  the  warming  influence  of  the  great  lake  which  inter\  enes  l:>etween 
the  two.  Tn  spring,  the  intluence  of  l^ke  Michigan  particularly,  and  all  ol 
the  Great  Lakes  in  general,  is  oi  untold  value  in  tnodlfylng  the  eastward 
sweep  of  early  hot  waves  and  late  cold  waves.  In  summer  the  refreshing 
southwest  to  west  winds  are  making  the  entire  shore  bordering  on  Lake 
Michigan  one  continuous  summer  resort. 

A  feature  of  Michigan  climate,  in  connection  with  its  soil  productivi^, 
is  the  comparatively  long  days  and  short  nights  due  to  latitude.  In  lower 
Michigan  the  longest  day  of  the  year  at  the  summer  equinox  is  nearly  fifteen 
an  done-half  hours,  while  at  New  Orleans  the  longest  day  of  the  year  is  only 
a  little  more  than  fourteen  hours  in  length,  lliese  long  days  and  short 
nights  during  the  <  rrvr,  season  are  climatic  factors;  the  daylight  promotes  all 
vegetable  growth,  while  the  short  nights  often  prevent  late  frosts  in  spring 
and  early  frosts  in  autumn.  On  the  other  hand,  the  frostinc^  of  the  soil 
during  the  late  tall  and  early  spring  greatly  add  to  its  vitality  and  fertility. 

Another  marked  feature  of  Michigan  cliiiiale  is  the  fact  that  it  is  directly 
in  the  path  of  greatest  storm  frequency.  A  large  majority  of  the  great 
cyclones  and  anti-cyclonei  that  cross  the  United  States,  or  a  part  of  them, 
move  across  the  lake  region.  Some  of  these  storms  originate  in  the  Canadian 
northwest  and  move  eastward  across  the  Lake  Superior  district  to  the  St. 
Lawrence  valley.  Another  dass  move  from  the  Canadian  northwest  to  the 
middle  western  portion  of  the  United  States  and  then  northwestward  across 
the  lake  region  to  the  St.  Lawrence  valley.  A  third  class  either  forms  over 
the  middle  western  portion  of  the  United  States  or  moves  from  the  far  south- 
west to  that  locality  and  then  across  the  lake  region  to  the  St  Lawrence 
valley. 

The  cyclonic  storms  vary  in  size,  their  average  width  being  about  a  thou- 
sand miles.  Thdr  advance  is  marked  by  comparatively  higher  temperatures, 

increasing  cloudiness  and  precipitation.  The  anti-C3'clonic  storms,  which  are 
areas  of  high  barometric  pressure,  are  characterized  in  their  advance  by  colder, 
dtiaring  wedther.    The  circulation  of  the  wind  in  a  cyclone  is  spirally  inward 
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and  in  the  direction  opposite  to  the  movement  of  the  hands  of  the  dodc  The 
drculatioa  of  the  air  about  an  area  of  high  barometric  pressure,  or  an  anti- 
cyclone, is  outward  circulatory  and  in  the  same  directi<M)  as  the  movement 
of  the  hands  of  a  clock.  The  intensity  of  these  storms  is  lai^ly  dq>endent 
on  the  intensity  of  barometric  gradient,  which,  in  turn,  is  modified  or  increased 
by  the  proximity  of  other  cyclones  and  antt-cydones. 

Michigan  is  seldom  visited  by  tornadoes.  The  most  destnictive  storm 
of  this  character  occurred  on  May  25,  1896,  in  Oakland  coiinly,  and  at  CJnier, 
Arenac  county,  on  May  24,  1897.  I"  recent  years,  the  most  destructive  tor- 
nado occurred  at  Owosso  on  November  11,  1911,  and  at  the  very  unusual 
hour  of  about  eleven  P.  M. 

The  mean  annual  temperature  of  lower  Michigan,  as  a  whole,  is  about 
forty^six  degrees,  ranging  from  forty-nine  degrees  in  the  extreme  south* 
western  part  to  forty-two  degrees  in  the  extreme  northeasterly  portion.  The 
average  maximum  or  day  temperature  ranges  from  about  dgfaty-two  degrees 
in  summer  to  twenty-dg^t  degrees  in  winter,  while  the  average  minimum  of 
ni|^t  ten^erature  in  summer  is  approximatdy  fifty-seven  d^ees  and  twdve 
degrees  in  winter.  Extreme  temperatures  of  one  hundred  degrees  or  more  are 
not  of  frequent  occurrence,  although  they  have  been  recorded  on  one  or  two 
days  during  a  majority  of  the  summers  in  the  past  twenty-five  years.  Zero 
temperatures  are  an  invariable  rule  during  most  months  in  the  winter  in  the 
northern  half  of  the  peninsula;  in  the  south  halt  of  the  peninsula,  zero  ten:- 
peratures  usually  occur,  although  there  have  been  some  winters  in  the  extreme 
SOUlheni  counties  when  there  has  been  an  entire  absence  of  zero  lenipcraiure. 

The  mean  temperature  for  January  in  Tonia  county,  except  for  a  small 
portion  in  the  northeast  portion  and  a  small  portion  in  liie  southwest  portion, 
covering  a  period  from  1886  to  191 1,  is  between  twenty-two  and  twenty-three 
degrees.  The  mean  temperature  for  July  in  Ionia  county,  covering  the  same 
period  and  excepting  the  two  portions  already  named,  varies  from  seventy- 
one  to  seventy-two  degrees. 

Long  heated  spdis  in  summer  or  abnormally  protracted  cdd  ones  in 
winter  are  very  unusual.  Historical  ones  occurred  in  the  summer  of  1911 
and  the  winter  of  1899.  The  continued  high  temperatures  prevailing  during 
the  latter  part  of  June  and  the  early  part  of  July  in  191 1  were  phenomenal 
and  had  never  before  been  equalled  as  far  as  length  of  time  is  concerned.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  phenomenal  cold  weather  which  occurred  during  the  sec- 
ond and  tJn'rd  decades  of  February.  1899,  marked  the  longest  period  of  low 
temperatures  known.    A  strong  factor  of  determining  the  continued  cold  of 
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February,  1^99*  was  the  freezing  over  or  rather  the  covering  with  fidds  of 
nibble  ice»  of  Lake  Michigan,  thus  forming  a  bridge  instead  of  a  barrier  for 
the  advance  of  the  northwestern  cold  wave  that  crossed  the  northern  states 
that  month.  The  highest  known  temperature  in  Ionia  county,  covering  a 
period  from  1886  to  1911,  was  one  hundred  and  one  degrees  and  the  lowest 
known  temperature  covering  the  same  period  in  Ionia  county  was  twenty-five 
degrees  below  zero. 

As  a  rule,  destructive  frosts  do  not  occur  after  May  15  in  the  spring  nor 
earlier  than  September  30  in  the  fall.  Over  a  large  part  of  the  Southern 
Peninsula,  killing  frosts  do  not  ocair  until  Oct  iher  i.  This  gives  an  average 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  days,  or  nearly  iive  months,  when,  under  aver- 
age conditions,  there  will  be  no  destructive  frosts.  The  shortest  crop  period 
olMains  over  the  extreme  northeastern  portion  of  the  peninsula,  where  the 
avera^^e  length  of  the  season  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  days,  while  over  the 
extreme  southwest  portion  the  a\'erage  is  one  hundred  and  sixty  days.  The 
average  date  of  the  last  killing  frosi  in  spring  in  the  greater  part  nf  Ionia 
county  is  May  5,  while  the  a\eragc  date  of  the  first  killing  frost  in  autumn 
is  October  5.  The  average  length  of  the  crop  growing  season  is  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  days. 

Agriculture  as  adapted  to  almost  any  part  of  the  United  States  requires 
from  twenty  to  twenty-four  inches  of  annual  precipitation  properly  distrib- 
uted as  a  minimum  amount  to  grow  successful  crops  without  irrigation.  A 
well-distributed  annual  amount  varjring  from  twenty-six  to  thirty  inches  is 
ample  for  successful  agriculture,  while  amounts  exceeding  thirty  inches,  if 
well  distributed,  are  not  injurious  to  the  class  of  crops  grown  in  Michigan, 
unless  more  than  iorty  inches  per  year.  The  average  annual  precipitation, 
which  includes  melted  snow,  hail,  sleet  and  rain,  is  greatest  in  the  extreme 
southern  part  of  the  state  and  least  in  the  northern  part.  The  general  average 
for  the  entire  peninsula  is  aj^oximately  thirty  inches.  The  summer  precipi- 
tation is  greater  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state  during  the  months  of  May, 
June  and  July  than  in  the  northerly  portions.  Snow  has  never  been  known 
to  occur  in  July  and  August,  rarely  in  June  and  September,  but  it  usually 
occurs  first  during  October,  increasing  in  amount  to  the  end  of  January,  after 
which  there  is  a  decrease  in  amount,  which  practically  ends  in  April.  T.ight 
falls  are  quite  usual  during  May.  Nearly  sixty  inches  of  snow  falls  annually 
in  all  counties  of  the  Lower  Peninsula. 

Short  and  irregular  periods  of  drought  over  limited  portions  of  the  state 
have  occurred  from  time  to  time,  but  long  periods  of  difficult  precipitation  are 
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rare.  An  exact  statemoit  of  the  conditions  which  actually  constitute  a  severe 
drought  are  hard  to  make,  because  much  depends  not  only  upon  the  length 
of  time  that  there  is  an  absence  of  rainfall,  but  also  upon  the  condition  of  the 
soil  when  deficient  periods  of  rainfall  begin,  the  time  of  year  when  the 
deficiency  actually  occurs  and,  from  an  agricultural  standpoint,  the  texture 
of  the  soil  and  other  physical  conditions  also  have  a  bearing.  Professor 
Henry,  in  his  "Climatology  of  the  United  States,"  notes  that  the  greatest 
drought  this  country  has  ever  experienced  in  the  last  one  hundred  years,  both 
as  to  intensity  and  extent  of  territory  covered,  extended  o\'er  the  middle  Mis- 
sissippi and  Missouri  valleys,  the  lake  region  and  Atlantic  coast  districts  from 
early  summer  of  1894  until  about  the  first  of  August,  1895,  the  precipitation 
deficiency  y)eing  about  ten  inches.  Since  then  there  has  l)een  no  general 
serious  droughts  in  Michigan.  Previous  to  1894,  moderately  severe  droughts 
had  occurred  in  Miungan  in  1881  and  1887. 

So  far  as  Ionia  county  is  concerned,  its  annual  precipitation  is  conqtaraUe 
with  that  of  the  sonthem  section  of  the  state,  where  rainfall  is  never  less  than 
two  inches  a  month  and  where  it  rises  to  near  three  and  one^half  inches  during 
May  and  June. 

Sunshine,  in  the  Lower  Peninsula,  will  average  somewhat  over  fifty 
per  cent,  of  the  possible  amount,  the  percentage  being  much  higher  than  the 
period  extending  from  May  to  the  middle  of  October  than  during  the  win- 
ter months.  During  December,  January  and  February  it  sometimes  falls  as 
low  as  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  possible  amount,  while  during  June,  July, 
August  and  September  it  exceeds  sixty  and  some  times  seventy  per  cent,  of 
the  possible  amount.  As  a  rule,  July  is  the  sunniest  month  and  December 
the  cloudiest. 

The  prevailing  Avinds  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  are  from  the 
west  in  lonir^  county  and  the  average  hourly  velocity  ranges  from  twelve 
and  nne-halt  tniles  per  hour,  in  March  and  April,  to  a  minimum  of  about 
nine  naics  jx^r  hour  in  August  and  September.  The  wind  is  nioslly  from 
the  west  and  southwest  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  from 
June  to  December;  while  the  prevailing  direction  is  mostly  southwesterly 
during  the  months  of  /Vpril  and  May,  quite  a  large  period,  but  less  than  a 
majority  of  the  time,  the  surface  movement  of  the  air  is  from  the  east  and 
northeast 

Maximum  velocities  of  short  duration  ranging  from  twenty-five  to 
forty  miles  per  hour  occur  during  most  months  of  the  year  and  velocities  of 
from  forty  to  sixty  miles  an  hour  are  not  uncommon,  but  rather  infrequent 
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Extreme  velocities  of  sixty  miles  and  over  are  of  comparatively  rare  occur- 
rence; at  Grand  Rapids  the  wind  velocity  has  exceeded  sixty  miles  but  twice 
in  the  last  nine  years. 

Winds  are  more  variable  during  the  cooler  half  of  the  year.  At  all 
seasons  the  southerly  winds  are  usually  warm  and  moist,  the  northerly 
winds  cold  and  dry.  The  easterly  winds  usually  herald  unsettled  weather, 
the  westerly  winds  fair  and  settled  conditions.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
prevailing  summer  winds  are  southwesterly,  the  shore  '  ^  ^  ike  Michigan  is 
rapidly  becoming  a  fnr-famed  summer  resort,  where  relief  may  be  had  dur- 
ing the  hot  months.  The  water  breezes  are  refreshing,  especially. at  night, 
and  insure  greater  comfort  than  can  be  obtained  inland.  While  Ionia  county 
lies  inland,  its  numerous  smaller  lakes  furnish  refuge  from  the  intense  heat 

SOILS. 

A  complete  series  of  glacial  soils,  under  the  classification  adopted  by 
the  United  States  bureau  of  soils,  embraces  the  following  in  order  of  grade 
from  coarse  to  fine:  Stony  loam,  gravel,  gravelly  loam,  sand,  fine  sand, 
sandy  loam,  fine  sandy  loam,  loam,  silt  loam  and  clay  loam. 

,  The  sandy  till  of  glacial  deposits  in  Ionia  county  embraces  stony  loam, 
gravel,  gravelly  loam  and,  to  some  extent,  sand,  fine  sand  and  sandy  loam. 
The  clayey  till  embraces  the  loam,  silt  loam,  clay  loam  and,  in  some  cases, 
the  fine  sandy  loam.  The  classifications  of  soil  for  Ionia  county,  herewith 
presented,  merely  sets  forth  the  general  classes  of  glacial  deposits,  such  as 
are  evident  without  a  close  analvsis.  The  classification  is  conformable  to 
the  mapping  of  the  surface  formations  given  in  a  gladal  map  issued  by  the 
state  geologist.  Observations  have  seemed  sufficiently  complete  to  form  the 
basis  for  estimates  of  the  relative  amounts  of  sandy  anil  gravelly  land  ^\\tr^ 
in  the  tables.  Stony  loam  is  ordinarily  found  in  moraines,  while  the  grav- 
elly loam  appears  in  ri\  er  terraces  and  has  been  reworked  by  streams.  The 
sand  is  found  in  iwth  glacial  areas  and  alluvial  tracts.  The  sandy  loam  is 
in  some  cases  glacial  and  more  or  less  pebbly.  The  fine  sand  and  silty  loam 
is  widely  represented  in  the  ordinary  till  plain,  the  silty  phase  being  classed 
as  clayey  till. 

In  the  taWe  that  follows,  in  the  column  for  area,  sections  instead  of 
square  miles  have  been  designated  for  the  reason  that  sections  often  over- 
run or  fall  short  of  the  square  mile: 
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Swamp 

Clayey 

oandy 

Area 

and  lake. 

^11 
till. 

till. 

bandy. 

Section. 

sections. 

OCvS. 

oecs. 

sees. 

oecs. 

  30 

20 

T"     O   XT     D     £  \XT 

  30 

I 

30 

5 

T.  8  N,  R.  7  W  

  30 

20 

14 

T     O     XT     T>     O  \XT 

  36 

— — 

22 

— ~ 

14 

HP    _  XT    r>    o  TJtr 

  30 

— 

12 

20 

4 

^  XT    T>     —  \  I  r 

  30 

— — 

2o 

— ~ 

Q 

1.  7.  N.  R.  6  W  

  36 

— 

20 

10 

T"     »   XT     ta      ^  WT 

—  36 

24 

12 

T*     /:    XT      t3      X  '\1T 

—  30 

20 

Q 

T.  6  N.  ft  6  W  

—  36 

3 

I 

T.  6  N.  R.  7  W  

—  36 

I 

33 

2 

IP     ^   XT     T>     0  Txr 

—  30 

2 

T' 

13 

0 

T.  5  iN.  R.  8  W— — 

—  36 

I 

2 

T.  5  N.  R.  7  W  . 

....  36 

8 

26 

2 

T.  5  N.  R.  6  W  

—  36 

5 

30 

I 

T.  5  N.  R.  5  W  

—  36 

34 

2 

Total   

—  576 

24  s 

421 

35 

95.5 

FARM  LANDS. 

The  area  of  Ionia  county,  comprising  576  sections,  is  573  square  miles 
and  this  includes  a  total  of  3,602  farms,  or  549  2  square  miles.  The  average 
value  of  the  land  in  farms,  which  is  94.6  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  is  $30.85 
an  acre.  Of  the  total  farm  land  in  Ionia  county,  79.1  per  cent,  is  improved 
and  of  all  the  land,  farmed  or  otherwise,  75.56  per  cent,  is  improved. 

The  moraines  in  Ionia  county,  as  well  as  the  till  plains,  are  largely 
rich  clay  soil.  The  sandy  land»  chiefly  along  lines  of  g^ial  drainage,  has 
usually  a  loam  admixture  or  cover.  The  principal  crops  in  Ionia  county,  in 
order  of  their  importance,  are  hay,  com,  wheat,  oats,  beans,  potatoes  and  ry& 

STREAMS. 

The  three  principal  streams  of  Ionia  county  are  the  Grand,  Maple  and 
Flat  rivers.  The  Grand  river  enters  the  county  on  the  east  line  of  Danby 
township  and  flows  northwestward  through  the  village  of  Portland  in  Port- 
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land  township,  through  hyGO&  in  Lyons  township  and  is  joined  near  the 
Ionia-Lyons  township  line  by  the  Maple  river;  thence,  it  flows  southwest- 
ward  south  of  the  city  of  Ionia  and  is  the  boundary  line  between  Easton 
and  Berlin  townships,  leaving  the  county  throt^  Boston  township.  The 
Looking  Glass  river,  which  enters  Ionia  county  in  section  i  of  Danby  town- 
ship, empties  into  the  Grand  river  at  Portland. 

The  Maple  river  enters  the  county  at  the  north  line  of  North  Plains 
township  and  flows  southward  to  section  25,  where  it  extends  over  into' 
Clinton  county  and  thence  southwestward  to  section  9  in  Lyons  township 
where  it  is  Joined  by  Stony  creek;  thence,  it  flows  southwestward  to  sec- 
tion :8  of  T-Yons  township,  w^here  it  empties  into  the  (irand  river.  Stony 
creek  enters  ionia  county  through  section  24  of  Lyons  township. 

Flat  river  enters  Ionia  count v  at  the  Montcahn-Ionia  hne  and  flows 
through  section  2,  making  a  loop  east  of  tUlding  and  H<)wing  westward 
through  Heldiiig  and  south  through  Otisco  township,  leaving  the  county  in 
section  6  of  Keeiie  township  and  returninier  tlirough  section  7.  Thence,  it 
makes  a  sharp  loop  and  leaves  the  county  again  through  section  18  of 
Keene  township. 

There  are  numerous  smaller  streams  in  the  county,  notably,  Stoughton 
creek,  which  empties  into  Maple  river  in  North  Plains  township,  and  Prairie 
creek,  which  empties  into  Grand  river  just  east  of  Ionia. 

LAKES. 

* 

Ionia  county  abounds  with  numerous  lakes,  some  of  which  are  of  con- 
siderable size.  The  largest  are,  Long  lake,  in  Orleans  township;  VVoodard 
lake,  in  Ronald  township;  Morrison  lake,  in  Campbell  and  Boston  town- 
ships; Pedler  lake,  in  Campbell  township;  Peck  lake,  in  Berlin  township; 
Tupper  lake,  in  Odessa  tuwnship,  and  Jourdan  lake,  in  Odessa  township 
and  Barry  county. 

Long  lake  is  the  largest  of  any  in  the  county,  being  approximately  a 
mile  and  three-quarters  long  by  a  mile  wide.  There  are  four  platted  resorts 
on  shores  of  this  lake,  Reimer  Park,  on  the  south  shore;  Lakeview  P^k, 
on  the  southeast;  Bricker  Park,  on  die  north,  and  Pleasant  Park,  on  the 
west.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  camp  is  also  located  at  the  east  end  of  the  lake. 
The  former  three  parks  all  contain  cottages,  but  Pleasant  Park  is  merdy 
a  paper  town.  Reimer  Park  is  the  larger  of  the  three  and  contains  about 
fifty  cottages.  The  latter  two  each  contain  about  eighteen  cottages.  In 
these  several  parks  many  peoi^  are  accustomed  to  seek  relief  from  the  heat 
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during  the  summer  months.  Many  of  the  lakes  and  most  of  the  streams 
and  rivers  furnish  splendid  sport  for  the  fisherman  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

WATER  POWER. 

The  Lyons  dam  was  first  completed  in  i860,  but  various  attempts  at 
Its  construction  were  made  between  1840  and  t86o,  during  which  period  ' 
several  companies  failed  in  the  enterprise.  The  first  construction  was  a 
timber  and  .brush  datn,  but  this  was  recoii.struotcd  into  a  concrete  dam  some 
ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  When  the  dam  \vas  first  completed,  a  fionr-mill, 
which  previously  had  been  operated  by  steam,  was  moved  to  the  site  of  the 
dam.  H.  B.  Lidhart,  who  operated  one  of  the  early  saw-mills  of  the 
county  and  who  manufactured  most  of  the  lumber  for  the  pioneers,  was 
interested  in  the  dam  for  a  time  and  owned  alt(^;ether  eight  shares.  The 
ownership  changed  from  time  to  time  until  1867,  when  J.  Hale  acquired 
«  '  twenty  and  one-half  shares,  the  village  of  Lyons  owning  the  remaining 
interest  of  thirteen  and  one-half  shares. 

In  July,  1914,  Mr.  Hale  sold  his  interest  to  the  Commonwealth  Power 
G>mpany  and  since  that  date  the  mill  which  he  owned  on  the  site  has  been 
idle.  The  mill  was  operated  with  a  sixty-six-inch  New  American  wheel, 
generating  about  one  hundred  fifty-five  horse-power.  The  light  plant  of 
the  village  of  Lyons,  which  is  operated  by  one  thirty-two-inch  Victor  tur- 
bine and  one  forty-five-inch  Sampson  turbine,  has  available  about  one  hun- 
dred sixty  horse>power.  The  Lyons  dam  has  a  head  of  nine  feet  and  a 
maximum  capacity  under  present  conditions  of  from  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred to  two  thousand  horse-power. 

The  smaller  dams  on  the  sites  of  the  old  foundry  and  ca'ikct  factory 
have  long  since  been  abandoned.  The  former  developed  ai/uut  twenty-five 
horse-power  and  the  latter,  thirty-five.  The  dam  at  the  old  village  pumping 
station  has  also  been  abandoned,  and  water  is  now  pumped  by  power  gen- 
erated on  the  site  o£  the  present  light  plant. 

The  Wagar  dam,  located  at  what  is  known  as  Willing,  m  Lyons  town- 
ship, and  above  the  Lyons  dam,  has  a  nine-foot  head  and  a  capacity  of 
six  hundred  horse-power.  This  power  is  used  for  generating  electric  cur- 
rent and  power  by  the  Ionia  Water  Power  Electric  Company,  of  which 
H.  R.  Wagar  is  president,  Fred  J.  Owens,  vice-president  and  general  man- 
*  ager,  and  £.  T.  Merrett,  secretary.  The  Wagar,  or  Willing,  dam  has  been 
constructed  about  sixteen  years  and  is  about  nine  miles,  as  the  crow  flies, 
from  Ionia.  Since  the  first  construction,  the  dam  has  been  rebuilt  at  least 
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three  different  times.  It  is  now  made  of  concrete.  The  Ionia  Water  Power 
Electric  Company  has  three  fifty-six-inch  wheels  used  in  the  operation  of 
three  one  hundred  fifty-kilowatt,  three-phase  electric  alternating  current 
generators.  All  current  generated  at  the  Willing  dam  is  sold  in  Ionia,  where 
the  company  has  about  six  hundred  customers. 

Above  the  Willing  dam  is  the  dam  of  the  Commonwealth  Power  Com- 
pany, which  has  a  twenty-eight-foot  head  and  a  maximum  capacity  of  per< 
haps  four  thousand  horse-power. 
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CHAPTER  II, 

ORGANIZATION  OP  IONIA  COUNTY. 

The  first  official  mention  of  the  creation  of  lopia  county  was  in  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  approved  ^larch  2,  183 1.  Thi^  was  the  initial  step  in 
the  organization  of  the  connty.  as  l)elorc  that  time  it  had  been  attached, 
first  to  Oakland  county,  later  was  connected  with  I>enawee  county,  still 
later  with  St.  Joseph  county  and  finally,  the  year  Ijelorc  ii  was  organized 
into  a  separate  body,  it  was  attached  to  Kalamazoo  county.  The  final 
separauun  came  by  "An  act  to  provide  for  laying  ott  into  separate  counties 
the  district  of  country  adjacent  to  Grand  River»  and  for  other  purposes." 
The  section  in  this  act  referring  to  Ionia  county  says:  "That  the  country 
included  within  the  following  limits,  to-wit:  west  of  the  line  between 
ranges  4  and  5  west  of  the  meridian;  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  8  and 
9  west;  south  of  the  line  between  townships  8  and  9  north  of  the  base  line; 
and  north  of  the  line  between  townships  4  and  5  north  of  the  base  line, 
containing  sixteen  townships — ^be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  set  off  into  a 
separate  county  by  the  name  of  Ionia."  Thus  .Ionia  county  took  on  a  semi- 
individual  api^earance. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1834,  the  second  act  concerning  the  new  ter- 
ritory  was  enacted  providing  "that  the  county  of  Ionia  be  a  township  by 
the  name  of  Ionia,  and  the  first  township  meeting  therein  shall  l>e  held  at 
the  house  of  Louis  (jenereaux,  in  said  township."  It  was  further  provided 
that  this  act  was  to  take  effect  on  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  April.  1834. 
It  seems  that,  although  the  people  of  Ionia  county  were  anxious  to  organ- 
ize their  territory  hv  the  election  of  officers  and  the  enactment  of  laws  reg- 
ulating their  own  immediate  affairs,  nevertheless  they  were  stopped  by  the 
existing  laws  of  the  territory,  and  could  not  find  enough  qualified  voters 
among  their  munber  to  organize  a  board  of  election,  mudi  less  to  fill  the 
various  township  offices  required;  consequently,  no  election  was  held. 

The  following  year,  however,  their  disabilities  were  removed  by  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  amend,  approved  March  26,  1835,  which  read  as  fol- 
lows: "Section  2 — ^It  shall  be  and  is  hereby,  declared  to  be  lawful  for  the 
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citizens  of  the  township  of  Ionia,  liable  to  the  payment  of  county  or  town- 
ship tax,  to  meet  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Samuel  Dexter,  in  said  town- 
ship, and  elect  from  their  number  all  township  officers,  and  transact  all 
business  which  townships,  by  law,  are  authorized  to  transact;  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  said  meeting  shall  be  valid  and  binding  in  all  respects,  as  if 
the  same  had  been  held  by  the  qualified  electors  of  said  township. 

"Section  3 — The  inhabitants  of  said  township  are  hereby  authori/ted  to 
hold  their  election  tor  niemljers  to  the  c( invention  to  form  n  constitution  and 
state  goveriunent  at  the  house  atoresaad,  on  Saturday,  the  fourth  day  ot 
April." 

As  the  township  thus  formed  comprised  the  entire  county,  we  here 
transcril)e  from  the  records  the  proceedings  of  the  first  township  meeting: 
"At  the  first  township  meeting  in  the  town  and  county,  as  above  mentioned, 
held  at  the  house  of  Antoine  Campau  &  Co.,  on  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  five, 
Mr.  Alfred  Cornell  was  chosen  moderator  and  W.  6.  Lincoln,  derk.  After 
the  moderator  and  clerk  were  sworn  by  Samuel  Dexter,  esq.,  the  electors 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  township  officers  by  ballot,  which  were  elected 
as  follows:  For  Supervisor,  Erastus  Yeomans;  for  township  clerk,  W.  B. 
Lincoln;  for  assessors.  Franklin  Chubb,  Gilbert  Caswell,  Henry  V.  Libhart; 
for  commissioners  of  highway,  Philip  Bogue,  John  E.  Morrison,  Nathan 
Benjamin 4  directors  of  the  poor,  Samuel  Dexter,  John  McKelvey;  constable 
and  collector,  Asa  Spencer;  constable,  Daniel  McKelvey.  A  division  of  the 
electors  being  called  for,  it  was  decided  that  the  next  township  ineetin;^.  or 
that  of  1836,  should  l)e  held  at  the  house  occupied  by  A.  Campau  &  Co.,  in 
the  said  township  of  Ionia." 

On  the  application  of  twelve  electors,  a  special  election  was  held.  May 
J2,  1835,  for  the  purpose  of  ch<:H)sing  commissioners  and  inspectors  of  com- 
mon schools.  As  a  result,  Alfred  Cornell,  George  Case  and  John  McKelvey 
were  chosen  school  commissioners,  and  William  D.  Moore,  iVlfred  Cornell, 
Jr.,  Erastus  Yeomans,  Nathanid  Soules  and  William  B.  Lincoln,  inspectors 
of  schools.  Thus  a  home  civil  government  was  fairly  well  establi^ed  as 
far  as  the  township  was  concerned,,  but  it  was  still  a  part  of  Kalamazoo 
county. 

'  But  the  next  act  of  the  Legislature;  approved  March  24,  1836,  did  not 
do  the  county  a  great  amount  of  good,  alljiough  it  brou^t  about  a  great 
change  in  the  government  thereof,  for,  by  it,  Kent  county  was  organized, 
and  various  unorganized  counties  were  attached  to  it.  as  the  fdibwing 
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excerpt  will  show:  "That  the  unorganized  counties  of  Ottawa,  Ionia  and 
Qinton  shall  be  attadied  to  the  county  of  Kent  for  judicial  purposes." 

Great  as  had  been  the  efforts  of  the  settlers  in  the  township  of  Ionia 
to  form  a  separate  and  individual  county,  they  had  not  succeeded  to  any 
great  extent.  But  with  the  influx  of  immigratioti  from  the  Yankee  states 
to  Ionia  county  in  1836,  it  began  to  look  as  though  the  desires  of  those 
who  had  struggled  so  hard  to  have  an  independent  county  formed  were 
going-  to  materialize.  At  the  dose  of  the  vcnr  the  population  of  the  county 
numbered  one  thousand  souls.  One  thing  that  assisted  in  this  increase  in 
population  was  the  location  of  a  land  office  in  the  midst  of  the  county,  and 
there  was  enough  business  of  a  county  nature,  such  as  the  transfer  (;f  deeds, 
etc.,  that  the  needs  of  an  independent  organization  were  felt  by  all.  In 
accordance  with  the  prevailing  .sentiment,  a  petition,  signed  by  the  majority 
of  the  citizens  of  the  county,  was  presented  in  the  winter  of  1836-37  to  the 
state  legislative  bodies,  which  were  then  in  session,  praying  for  such  an 
organization.  That  the  |)etition  was  promptly  and  favorably  considered, 
the  following  extracts  from  "an  act  to  organize  the  counties  of  Ionia  and 
Van  Buren"  will  shoW: 

"Section  i — ^Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  state  of  Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Ionia  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  organized,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
prtvileges  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties  of  ibis  state 
are  entitled.  ... 

"Section  3 — ^AU  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending 
before  any  court  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  either  of  the  counties 
to  which  the  said  counties  of  Ionia  and  Van  Buren  are  now  attached  for 
judicial  purposes  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution ;  and 
all  taxes  heretofore  levied  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

"Section  4 — The  circuit  court  of  the  county  of  Ionia  shall  be  held,  until 
public  buildings  shall  be  erected,  at  such  places  as  the  supervisors  of  said 
county  shall  provide,  at  the  seat  of  justice  in  said  county,  on  the  last  Monday 
of  May,  and  in  November,  in  each  year.   .   .  . 

"Section  6 — All  that  part  of  the  state  lying  north  of  the  county  of 
Ionia,  and  not  induded  in  any  organized  county,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
attached  to  the  county  of  Ionia  for  judidal  purposes. 

"Section  8 — There  shall  be  elected  in  each  of  the  several  counties  of 
Ionia  and  Van  Buren,  on  the  second  Monday  of  April  next,  all  the  several 
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county  officers  to  which  by  law  the  said  counties  are  entitled,  and  whose 
terms  of  office  shall  severally  expire  at  the  time  the  same  would  have  expired 
had  they  been  elected  on  the  first  M<mday  and  the  next  succeeding  day  of 
November  last;  an*d  said  eleQti<m  shall  in  all  respects  be  conducted  and  held 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  for  holding  elections  for  county  and  state 
officers. 

"Section  9— -In  each  of  said  counties  the  board  of  county  canvassers, 
under  this  act»  shall  consist  of  two  of  the  presiding  inspectors  of  said  dec* 
tion  from  each  township;  and  said  board  shall  meet  in  their  reflective 
counties  on  the  Thursday  next  after  said  election,  at  the  county  seat,  at  one 
o'clock  P.  M.  of  said  (!:  .  \nd  Organize  by  the  appointment  of  one  of  their 
number,  chairman,  and  another,  secretary  of  said  board,  and  th^upon  pro- 
ceed to  calculate  and  ascertain  the  whole  niunber  of  votes  given  at  such 
election  for  any  individual  for  either  of  said  offices,  and  shall  set  down  the 
names  of  the  several  tidividuals  so  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes 
given  to  each,  for  either  of  said  officers  in  said  couiiiy,  in  words  at  full 
length,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  a  .true  canvass  of  the  ^  otes  given  at  such 
election  in  said  comity,  and  that  the  person  receiving  the  highest  number 
of  votes  for  either  of  said  offices  is  duly  elected  to  said  office;  which  cer- 
tificate shall  be  signed  by  the  chainnan  and  secretary,  and  delivered  to  the 
clerk  of  said  coimty,  to  be  filed  and  kept  in  said  office. 

"Section  10— In  case  the  election  for  county  offices  shall  not  be  held 
on  the  second  Monday  of  April,  as  provided  in  the  eighth  section  of  this  act, 
the  same  may  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  next. 

"Section  11 — ^This  act  shall  be  in  force,  and  take  effect,  on  and  after 
the  first  Monday  in  April  next.  Approved  Mardi  18,  1837." 

Another  act  had  been  previously  passed  by  the  same  L^islature  and 
approved  on  March  11,  1837,  two  sections  of  which  had  to  do  with  the 
districting  of  the  county  of  Ionia,  which  at  that  time  was  not  a  distinct 
entity,  but  after  the  organization  of  the  county  this  division  for  voting-  pur- 
poses was  still  retained.  In  consequence  of  the  bearing  which  this  act  had 
upon  the  election  in  the  newly  created  county,  we  \\'\]]  (/we  it  hi  full : 

"Section  12 — All  that  portion  of  the  county  of  Ionia  lying  west  of  the 
sectional  lines  rmming  north  and  south  through  the  center  of  townships  5, 
6,  7  and  8  north,  of  range  6  w^est,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  set  off  and 
organized  for  temporary  purposes  into  a  separate  township,  by  the  name  of 
Ionia,  and  the  iirst  township  meeting  therein  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of 
Samud  Dexter  in  said  township. 
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^'Section  13 — ^AU  that  portion  of  the  county  of  Ionia  lying  east  of  the 
line  as  described  in  the  last  section  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  set  off  and 
organized  into  a  separate  township,  for  temporary  purposes,  by  the  name 
of  Maple;  and  the  first  township  meeting  therein  shall  be  held  at  the  house 
of  William  Hunt,  in  said  township/' 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  act,  the  legal  voters 
of  the  townships  of  Ionia  and  Maple  assembled  at  their  respective  voting 
precincts  on  tiie  second  Monday  of  April,  1837,  and  voted  for  candidates 
for  county  offices.  On  the  13th  day  of  the  same  month  the  board  of  county 
canvassers,  composed  of  Isaac  Thompson  and  Asa  Bunnell,  from  the  town- 
ship of  Maple,  and  Cyrus  LovcU  ruul  Erastus  Yeomans,  from  the  tounship 
of  Ionia,  met  at  the  house  of  Asa  Spencer  in  Tenia,  the  county  seat,  and 
organi;^ed  by  electing  Isaac  Thompson,  chairman,  and  Erastus  Yeomans, 
clerk.  The  buaid  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  return  of  votes  taken  at. 
the  election  for  county  ot^cers.  and  foimd  that  for  associate  judges,  Isaac 
Thompson  received  292  voles;  Truman  H.  Lyon,  187;  William  Babcock, 
104.  For  judge  of  probate:  Cyrus  Lovell,  116;  William  D.  Moore,  173. 
For  sheriff :  Elhanan  W.  Curtis,  191 ;  Henry  V.  Libhart,  93.  For  county 
derk:  Asa  Bunnell,  183;  Erastus  Yeomans,  no.  For  county  treasurer: 
John  E.  Morrison,  185;  Robert  S.  Parks,  106^  For  district  surveyor: 
Buel  H.  Mann,  220.  For  coroner:  Thaddeus  O.  Warner,  293;  Philo 
Bogue,  187.  For  register  of  deeds:  Adam  L.  Roof,  189;  Mason 
Hearsey,  102. 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  COUNTY  SEAT. 

The  history  of  the  choosing  of  the  location  for  the  counly  seat  of  the 
newly  created  territory  is  similar  to  that  of  a  great  number  of  the  other 
counties  of  this  and  other  states.  The  county  seat  was  not  eventually  located 
without  a  fight  There  were  two  or  more  localities  in  this  territory  which 
the  settlers  of  each  deemed  most  advantageous  for  the  establishment  of  the 
county  seat.  In  consequence,  there  were  two  opposing  parties,  and  they 
strove  long,  earnestly  and  bitterly  for  the  mastery.  One  party  was  com- 
posed of  the  original  settlers  of  "Ionia  County  Scat"'  and  its  \  icim'ty.  while 
their  opponents  were  their  neighhxirs  at  the  settlement  of  Lyons,  assisted 
by  the  earl\  residents  of  Portland.  The  victory  eventually  fell  to  the  lonians 
and  the  county  seat  was  permanently  located. 

Early  in  the  year  1833  the  Indian  traders  and  their  employees,  who 
were  the  only  white  inhabitants  residing  in  the  county,  inaugurated  measures 
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looking  towards  the  establishment  o£  a  county  seat,  and  (jn  the  5th  oi  March 
of  tbat  year  they  drew  up  and  signed  the  following  petition,  wliich,  owing 
to  the  lack  of  mail  routes  in  this  territory,  was  forwarded  by  messenger  to 
Governor  f'orter: 

"To  His  Excellency,  George  B.  Porter,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan : 

"We,  your  petitioners,  residents  of  the  county  of  Ionia,  feeling  a  deep 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  said  county,  and  convinced  oi  a  rapid  increase  of 
population  for  the  present  year,  do  humbly  solicit  that  commissioners  be 
appointed  to  establish  the  county-seat  of  said  county,  and,  as  in  duty  bound, 
your  petitioners  will  every  pray. 

"Signed)    William  Hunt, 
"Samuel  Lasley, 
"Mathcw  McGalpin, 
"Joseph  Pyatt, 
*  "T  iiis  Genereaux,  Jr., 

"Elisha  Belcher, 
"Louis  Genereaux, 
*'Isedore  Nnntais, 
"Francis  Fraro, 
"Matar  Parce, 
"Francis  Bailey." 

Several  weeks  later  these  people  caused  to  be  posted  in  three  of  the 
most  public  places  in  the  county  the  following: 

"Notice. 

< 

"To  Whom  it  May  Concern:  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  application 
will  be  made  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  appoint  com- 
missioners to  establish  the  seat  of  justice  of  Ionia  County  in  said  Territory. 

"Dated  April  28,  1833.*' 

At  the  time  specified  below,  Elisha  Belcher,  who  seems  to  have  been  the 
most  active  spirit  in  pushing  this  matter,  proceeded  to  Ann  Arbor  and  made 

oath  before  Justice  Morgan  as  follow: 
**Territory  of  Michigan.  Washtenaw  County. 

"Ehsha  Belcher,  of  the  county  of  Ionia,  in  said  Territory,  being  duly 
sworn,  maketh  oath  that  fietween  the  28th  day  of  April  and  rst  day  of  May 
last  past,  or  about  that  time,  three  notices,  of  which  the  above  is  a  substantial 
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copy,  were  fixed  up,  one  on  the  outer  door  of  William  Hunt's  dwelling 
place,  one  at  Genereaux's  trading-house,  and  the  other  on  the  liberty-pole 
at  the  village  at  the  motitfa  of  Maple  river,  being  the  three  most  public  places 
in  said  county  of  Ionia,  and  this  deponent  often  saw  said  notices  remaining 
fixed  up  as  aforesaid,  and  they  remained  so  fixed  up  but  a  short  time  since, 
and  further  saith  not. 

"EusHA  Belcher. 
"Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  August  13,  A.  D.,  1833,  at  Ann 
Arbor  in  said  county  of  Washtenaw. 

"E.  W.  Morgan, 
''One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  said  County."  * 

Meanwliile,  lietween  the  dates  before  mentioned,  i.  e.,  the  pfjstmg  of 
notices  and  Belcher's  visit  before  inentioned  to  Ann  Arbor,  Samuel  Dexter 
and  his  associates  had  arrived  and  located  permanently  on  and  near  the  site 
of  the  city  of  Ionia.  The  county  seat  question^at  once  became  uppermost 
in  their  thoughts,  and  early  in  July,  1833,  Governor  Porter  was  the  recipient 
of  anotho-  petition  as  follows: 

"To  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

"We,  your  petitioners,  l)eing  citizens  oi  the  county  of  Ionia  and  destitute 
of  those  privileges  and  advantages  which  have  uniformly  been  extended  to 
all  those  counties  in  said  Territory  of  Michigan  which,  like  Ionia  County, 
have  been  rapidly  increasing  in  wealth  and  population  by  organization  and 
determining  on  suitable  situations  for  seats  of  justice,  therefore  ask  that 
commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  fix  and  determine  upon  the  place  suitable 
for  the  erection  of  a  court-house  and  other  county  buildings  for  the  county 
of  Ionia.   For  which  your  petitioneis  will  ever  pray." 

This  paper  was  dated  in  Grand  River,  Ionia  county,  July  12,  1833, 
was  signed  by  Erastus  Yeomans,  Edward  Guild,  Oliver  Arnold,  Sanford  A. 
Yeomans,  Silas  D.  Arnold,  Abraham  Decker,  Warner  Dexter,  John  Dexter, 
Zenas  G.  Winsor,  W.  B.  Lincoln,  Samuel  Dexter,  Darius  Winsor,  Alfred 
Cornell,  Thomas  Cornell  and  Lorenzo  Dexter. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1833,  Governor  Porter  appointed  James  Kings- 
ley,  Stephen  V.  R.  Trowbridge  and  Charles  J.  L.  Lanman,  commissioners 
to  locate  the  county  seats  of  Ionia,  Clinton  and  Kent  counties  and  commis- 
sions under  the  broad  seal  of  the  territory  were  issued  to  them  on  that  date. 
Four  days  later  the  commissioners  gnve  notice  that  they  would  meet  at  the 
'^Washtenaw  House,"  in  the  village  of  Ana  Arbor,  October  7,  1833,  for  the 
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purpose  of  taking  the  required  oath.  The  oath  was  administered  to  them 
.  by  Justice  Morgan  on  the  8th  of  October,  and  from  Ann  Arbor  they  pro> 
ceeded  on  horseback  to  the  performance  of  their  duties.  They  first  visited 
Clinton  county,  then  Ionia,  and  lastly  Kent,  arriving  at  Grand  Rapids, 
November  8th. 

The  news  of  their  proceedings  and  determination  as  regarded  the  seat 
of  justice  of  Ionia  county  was  soon  noised  abroad,  and  very  soon  thereafter 
drew  forth  a  letter  of  remonstrance  from  Charles  D.  Friend,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy: 

"County  of  Ionia,  Territory  of  Michigan. 

"November  12,  1833. 

**To  His  ErXcclkncv  the  Go\  ernor: 

"The  cotiiniissioncrv  aj.ipointed  undtr  the  commissions  issued  tn  you 
for  the  location  of  the  seat  of  justice  in  the  aliiive-iiamed  couiuy,  havins^  pro- 
ceeded to  execute  their  a|)j)ointrnent  and  allix  the  location  on  the  lands  of 
Samuel  Dexter,  upon  the  north  bank  of  Grand  river,  being  situated  upon, 
the  north  half  of  section  i9,.township  7  north,  of  range  No.  6  west,  1  respect- 
fully beg  leave  to  remonstrate  against  the  report  of  such  location  of  the  com- 
missioners being  carried  into  effect  for  the  following  reasons: 

"Because  the  spot  selected  for  the  seat  of  justice  is  situated  upon  the 
north  bank  of  the  Grand  river  instead  of  the  south  bank,  and  within  one 
hundred  yards,  or  thereabouts,  of  a  wet  prairie  or  swamp,  of  more  than 
three  hundred  acres,  bordering  upon  the  Grand  river,  and  flooded  therefore 
occasionally,  and  which  swamp,  being  hollow,  cannot  be  effectually  drained; 
that  the  seat  of  justice  is  also  within  two  or  three  hundred  yards  of  broken 
land  lying  ncM-th,  of  ordinary  value,  the  hollows  interspersed  with  swamps, 
and  extending  several  miles  northward  when  oak-openings  of  a  poor  quality 
terminate  the  county-line,  and  b^rond  which  are  Indian  reservations. 

"In  consequence  of  this  wet  prairie  or  swamp  being  between  the  location 
of  the  seat  of  justice  and  the  Grand  river,  a  mos-t  expensive  highway  would 
be  required  to  connect  the  locntion  with  the  countn,'  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  river,  and  from  the  description  of  the  lands  northward  of  the  seat  of 
justice,  that  part  of  the  county  will  not  settle  rapidlv.  and  the  part  available 
for  settlement  east  and  west  of  the  location  is  all  taken  up,  and  only  by  five 
or  more  farmers,  for  many  miles,  there  being  a  frontage  upon  the  Grand 
river  of  about  one  mile  only  in  depth,  including  the  swamp,  of  three^uarters 
of  a  mile,  where  broken  lands  and  swamps  and  mdiiferent  oak-openings 
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terminate  the  county-line.  The  land  un  the  south  side  of  the  river  is  also 
subject  to  overflow,  when  broken  land  iuUows,  and  which,  for  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  bank  of  the  river,  is  not  habitable;  beyond  which,  how- 
ever, southwardly  and  westwardly,  are  many  miles  in  extent  of  most  val- 
uable land  fast  locating,  and  all  of  which  borders  upon  the  Territorial  turn- 
pike road. 

"That  the  commissioners  did  not  view  every  part  of  the  county;  that 
itkty  did  not  follow  the  line  upon  the  south  bank  of  the  river  to  the  Ter- 
ritorial turnpike  road,  embracing  one-quarter  of  the  whok  extent  of  the 
county,  of  a  level  and  rich  character,  well  supplied  with  running  streams 
of  fine  water,  neither  low  nor  swampy,  is  fast  settling  and  will  be  soon  all 
taken  up. 

"This  section  of  the  county  runs  in  a  direct  line  from  Peshimnacon 
along  the  Territorial  road  several  miles,  when  it  takes  a  northwardly  course 
and  strikes  the  Grand  river. 

"That  the  seat  of  justice  is  located  away  fr<iiii  the  Grand  ri\er,  three- 
fourths  of  a  miie,  although  many  very  commanding  situations  upon  the 
bank  of  the  river  might  have  l>een  selected. 

"That  lands  in  the  couiity  situated  upon  i\lai>lc  river  arc  also  settlins;^, 
and  it  would  be  very  difficuh  for  carriages  to  pass  from  thence  along  to  the 
present  seat  of  justice. 

"That  the  seat  of  justice  as  at  present  located,  from  its  local  disad- 
vantages, can  never  become  the  centre  of  population;  it  is  therefore  not 
placed  so  as  to  afford  facility  or  convenience  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  rich 
and  more  settled  part  of  the  county. 

"And  that  therefore,  for  the  above  reasons,  the  situation  of  the  seat 
of  justice,  as  at  present  located,  is  inconveniently  placed  in  the  county,  being 
away  from  population,  which  will  be  residing  chiefly  in  the  southeastern 
quarter  of  the  county,  between  the  Grand  river  and  the  Territorial  road, 
and  from  the  mouth  of  the  Maple  river  to  the  Territorial  road  striking  the 
river  at  Peshimnacon. 

"For  the  above  rfa<;ons  I  hope  a  revision  will  be  permitted  for  the 
better  adjudicating  the  county-seat. 

"I  am,  sir.  Your  Excellency's  most  ol)cdient  servant, 

"Charles  D.  Friend." 

After  the  reception  of  Mr.  Friend's  letter  six  months'  time  intervened 
and  still  no  action  had  been  taken  by  Governor  Porter  in  the  case  of  Ionia's 
county  seat.  Therefore,  in  May,  1834,  Henry  V.  Libhart,  Russell  Libhart, 
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Selali  Arms,  Thomas  Shepherd,  Jesse  Wilmoth«  Thomas  Chamberlain,  Will- 
iam Moore,  Daniel  Moore,  Asa  Bunnell,  Obadiah  J.  Miles,  Joseph  Ledue, 
Stephen  Demers,  Abraham  Kelvey,  Daniel  McKelvey  and  Nadian  Ben- 
jamin signed  and  sent  in  another  petition  to  Govemdr  Porter,  reiterating 
substantially  what  was  claimed  in  Mr.  Friend's  letter  and  again  asking  for 
a  revision,  adducing,  as  additional  reasons,  "that  sufficient  land  could  not 
be  found  within  miles  of  the  proposed  county  seat  to  constitute  even  a  very 
small  neighborhood;  that  the  lands  (the  petitioners)  represented,  with  one 
exception,  were  not  purchased  when  the  county  seat  was  located :  that  in  a 
county  situated  remote  from  the  facilities  of  market,  and  where  making 
roads  of  any  ordinar)'-  description  must  be  attended  by  a  very  heavy  expense 
to  the  few  inhabitants  already  located,  no  unTuct^Shary  outlay  should  be 
cotinteiianced  to  increa-^e  the  value  of  lands  of  a  few  iti(li\  i(luals,  when  the 
benetits  could  noi  I>e  protiuctive  !<)  ]jc'iple  <:>f  tlie  whc^le  CMuntv:  that  the 
county  seat,  as  al  present  located^  wili  be  exlremely  iiicuiu  i  nient  to  the 
people  generally,  who  will  chiedy  settle  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the 
county — a  tract  embracing  a  very  fine  country  in  prairies,  plains,  oak-open- 
ings, and  heavy-timbered  lands  watered  with  fine  streams,  free  from  swamps, 
marshes  and  wet  prairies,  and  where  the  central  part  of  the  county,  as  to 
population,  must  be  at  all  times  found." 

Governor  Porter  died  on  July  6,  1S34,  without  having  confirmed  by 
proclamation  the  report  of  the  county-seat  commissioners;  neither  did  he 
order  a  revision  of  their  work  by  the  appointment  of  new  commissioners. 
Hon.  Stevens  T.  Mason,  secretary  of  the  territory,  although  but  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  then  becaine  ex-oflRcio  governor,  and  Mr.  Friend  soon  after 
renewed  the  stru^le,  as  the  following  copy  of  his  letter  will  show : 

"County  ol  Ionia,  M.  T.. 
"Grand  River,  Aug.  15,  1834. 

"To  His  Excellency,  Governor  Alason ; 

"Sir:  I  addressed  a  letter,  dated  November  12th  past,  to  His  Excel- 
lencythe  late  Governor  Porter,  upon  the  subject  of  the  location  of  the 
county  seat  of  this  county,  in  which  I  stated  my  objections,  which  were  also 
the  objections  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  county  who  were  residents 
east  of  the  location  of  the  county  seat,  a  copy  of  which  letter  I  inclose  here- 
with for  your  information. 

"When  I  was  in.  Detroit,  in  the  month  of  January  last,  I  bad  an  inter- 
view with  the  then  Governor,  who  stated  that  he  had  not  laid  before  the 
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L^fidative  G>uncil  the  report  of  the  oonunissioners  who  had  located  the 
county  seat  of  Ionia,  because  he  thought  that  if  the  allegations  contained  in 
my  letter  (above  referred  to)  were  borne  out  by  a  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants,  stating  in  detail  the  objections  that  I  have  made,  that  an  appointment 
of  oUier  commissioners  ought  to  be  granted  to  remove  such  county  seat  and 
act  therein,  and  which  he  stated  he  had  the  power  of  granting.  A  petition 
was  subsequently  signed,  I  believe,  by  every  inhabitant  and  resident  free- 
holder in  the  eastern  section  of  the  county,  and  transmitted  to  Governor 
Porter;  and  when  1  waited  upon  the  Governor,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
month  of  June  last,  he  stated  to  me  that  he  saw  sufficient  reasons,  founded 
upon  the  {:)etitioTi,  to  grant  our  request,  and  that  if  T  would,  previously  to 
my  leaving-  Detroit,  addrc&s  a  letter  to  him  expressing  a  desire  that  he  should 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  that  he  would  give  the  business  proper 
attention.  I  went  into  the  country  to  spend  a  few  weeks  with  some  friends 
there,  previously  to  my  return  to  the  Grand  river,  Bixd  intended  to  take 
Detroit  on  my  way  back  when»  unhappily,  I  then  learned  of  the  death  of 
the  late  Governor.  When  at  Detroit  last  week,  I  took  steps  to  see  you  to 
4iave  detailed  this  bunness,  but,  being  exceedingly  hurried,  was  obliged  to 
leave  without  that  pleasure.  I  therefore  trouUe  you  in  this  way,  tiiat  if 
any  measures  are  necessary  to  be  taken  in  consequence  of  the  demise  of  the 
late  governor,  beyond  those  already  stated,  that  you  will  do  me  the  favor 
to  communicate  the  same  to  me,  addressed  in  care  of  Mr.  Adolphus  Spoor, 
Lodi  Plains,  Washtenaw  county,  wTho  ts  my  partner,  and  will  be  coming" 
to  the  Grand  river  m  a  few  days,  which  will  be  more  expeditious  than  to 
send  by  the  circuitous  postofhce  route,  which  does  not  at  present  come  near 
me  by  forty  miles. 

*'I  am,  sir,  Your  Exodlency's  most  obedient  servant, 

"Charles  D.  Friend/' 

The  continued  and  determined  efforts  on  the  part  of  Charles  D.  Friend 
and  his  associates  to  have  the  seat  of  justice  removed  at  last  aroused  to 
further  action  the  people  at  "Ionia  County  Seat"  and  its  immediate  vicinity 
and  in  September,  1834,  they  placed  before  the  governor  another  petition, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"Ionia  County,  M.  T.,  Sept.  24,  1834. 
"To  His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

"We,  the  undersigned  petitioners,  having  been  informed  that  a  remon- 
strance has  been  got  up,  circulated  and  presented  to  Governor  Porter  by 
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Qiarles  D.  Friend,  bearing  on  its  face  many  false  representations  respecting 
the  location  of  the  cotmty  seat  in  and  for  the  county  of  Ionia,  do  make  use 
of  ^s  opportunity  for  their  refutation.  The  sum  of  the  objections  con- 
tained in  the  remonstrance,  as  we  understand,  were  the  following:  That 
the  spot  designated  ^by  the  commissioners  for  die  county-buildings  is  sur- 
rounded by  hills  and  swamps,  wliich  are  almost  if  not  quite  impassable;  that 
the  land  about  it  is  not  susceptible  of  cultivatioti  to  any  extent  ;  that  there 
were  bttt  some  four  or  five  families  located  in  its  vicinity;  and  that  the 
remainder  of  the  land  can  never  be  cultivated  on  account  of  its  extreme 
inferiority  for  farming  purposes. 

"For  the  truth  of  these  assertion!?  we  would  refer  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  to  Charles  D.  Friend's  observations  in  the  Herkimer  American. 

"That  there  is  a  marsh  in  the  vicinity  of  the  county  seat  we  are  ready 
to  admit,  and  that  it  can  be  effectually  drained  is  equally  true.  A  ditch  for 
such  purpo^  is  nearly  completed,  and  when  done  will  fit  it  for  any  kind 
of  cultivation.  Considerii^  the  central  position  of  the  location  and  its 
facilities  for  farming  and  hydraulic  purposes,  that  a  saw-mill  is  already  in 
operation,  and  that  materials  are  collecting  for  the  immediate  erection  of  a 
grist-mill,  with  many  other  facilities,  we  are  constrained  to  say  that  a  more 
judicious  selection  could  not  be  made. 

"That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  will  issue  his  proclamation  con« 
finning  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  we,  as  your  humble  petition- 
ers, are  in  duty  hound  to  ever  pray. 

"(Signed)  Krastus  Yeoman s,  Samuel  Dexter,  Charles  Doty.  Thomas  Cor- 
nell. San  ford  A.  Vcomans,  John  C.  Dexter.  Gill>ert  Caswell,  Alfred 
Cornell,  Oliver  Arnold.  Darius  Winsor,  Zcnas  G.  Winsor,  N.  G.  Browrn, 
Daniel  A.  Cornell,  George  t^ase,  W.  B.  Lincoln.  Asa  Spencer,  William 
Doty,  Alfred  Cornell,  Jr.,  Lorenzo  Dexter.  Joseph  Hadsall,  \\'ilHam 
Dumper,  Silas  D.  Arnold,  John  E.  Morrison,  Jacob  W.  Winsor,  diaries 
Thayer,  Hezekiah  Francis,  Benjamin  G.  Barber,  Horace  Case." 

Soon  after  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office  of  chief  executive  of  the 
territory,  acting-Governor  Mason  became  involved  in  a  warm  dispute  with 
the  authorities  of  tlie  state  of  Ohio  regarding  the  Ijoundary  line  between 
the  two  states — ^an  episode  in  the  history  of  Michigan  which  has  since  been 
termed  the  "Toledo  war."  He  was  stoutly  supported  in  his  position  by  the 
Legislative  Council,  who  declared  it  a  criminal  offense  for  any  person  not 
aeting  under  andionty  from  the  territoiy,  or  from  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  to  exercise  any  official  functions  within  the  asserted  boun- 
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daries  of  the  territory.  Governor  Mason  also  issued  orders  to  Brigadier- 
General  Brown,  giving  him  discretionary  power  to  order  the  militia  into 
aetual  service  and  commanding  them  to  arrest  the  commissioners  of  Ohio 
"the  moment  they  stick  the  first  stake  in  the  soil  of  Michigan."  Meantime, 
the  executive  was  engaged  in  putting  into  the  field  a  fqrce  of  ''Wolverines" 
to  defend  the  rights  of  the  territory,  and  in  issuing  commissions  to  com- 
pany, battalion,  regimental  and  brigade  officers  who  were  to  command  the 
same.  Indeed,  a  perusal  of  the  state  documents  proves  the  fact  that  at  that 
period  His  Excellency's  time  was  almost  wholly  devoted  to  such  purposes, 
matters  pcrtaininj^  to  the  Ionia  county  seat  l>cing  too  insigiiiftcant  to  atiract 
his  attention  when,  irnixUed  by  his  young  and  hot  Southern  blood,  he  had 
decided  to  have  a  tilt  with  the  "Huckeycs." 

However,  tlie  inhabitants  of  "Jonia  County  Seat,"  l.>econiing  restive 
under  the  long-delayed  action  of  tlic  governor  and  the  non-appearance  of 
his  proclamation  confirming  the  commissioners'  report,  and  thinkuig,  per- 
haps, that  the  petitions  of  Charles  D.  Friend  and  his  friends  still  had  some 
effect,  sent  in  another  communication  in  February,  1835,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy: 

"To  His  Excellency,  the  Acting  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan : 

"The  tmdersigned,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Ionia,  in  said  territory, 
beg  leave  to  represent  to  Your  Excellency  that  one  or  more  petitions  have 
been  forwarded  to  you  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  alter  the  site 
which  was  established  by  commissioners  duly  appointed  for  the  seat  of 
justice  for  the  county  of  Ionia.  We  boldly  state  and  frankly  declare  that 
a  petition  above  alluded  to,  which  was  drawn  np  by  Charles  D.  Friend,  and 
signed  by  himself  and  some  others  in  the  east  part  of  this  coimty,  was  tilled 
with  falsehoods  and  w  ilful  misrepresentations  respectmg  the  present  location 
and  the  lands  contiguous. 

"We  crave,  sir,  your  indulgence  whilst  we  shall  refute  these  i>tate- 
ments,  and  exhibit  some  important  facts  in  relation  to  the  county  seat  and 
the  quality  of  lands  in  different  directions  from  the  same. 

"The  spot  selected  for  the  court  house  by  the  commissioners  was  ttot 
suddenly  or  inadvertently  fixed  upon.  They  carefully  examined  the  county 
all  around  for  six  days,  and  finadly  determined  on  the  site  upon  the  lands 
of  Samuel  Dexter,  a  few  rods  east  of  the  center  of  the  county  seat  and  west, 
and  about  two  miles  north  of  die  center  north  and  south.  For  beaut}*  and 
healthiness  it  is  believed  that  this  location  is  not  surpassed  by  any  place  in 
Michigan.   A  large  spring  of  excellent  water  issues  near  the  county  seat. 
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which  affords  a  sufficient  quantity  for  one  hundred  thousand  inhalxtants, 
and,  with  trifling  expense,  might  be  conducted  to  every  man's  door.  Near 
to  this  spot  are  mill  seats  and  extensive  hydraulic  privilci^es.  A  grist-mill 
is  already  under  contract  to  be  built  immediately,  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from 
the  county  seat.  South  of  the  county  seat  lies  a  prairie  of  some  hundred 
acres,  sloping  to  Grand  river,  which  has  been  grossly  misrepresented  as  a 
swamp,  not  susceptible  of  being  drained.  A  part  of  this  prairie  is  wet,  but, 
there  being  a  descent  of  at  least  twenty  feet  to  the  river,  a  chance  is  afforded 
for  laying  it  dry  by  a  drain  or  ditch,  which  for  the  most  part  is  already 
accomplished     Mr.  Dexter,  and  will  be  finished  early  in  the  ensuing  spring. 

"Much  has  been  said  by  many  in  the  east  part  of  this  county  with 
regard  to  the  quality  of  the  lands  lying  west  of  the  county  seat  as  of  being 
an  inferior  quality.  This  is  a  matter  which  they  have  prejudged  and  guessed 
at  without  knowledge  or  invcstii^-ation.  Since  such  representations  have 
liccn  made,  we  have  tra\'ersed  the  ccnnitv  and  examined  the  lands  south, 
southwest,  w^est,  north  and  northwest.  Ahnr'St  the  whole  oi  liie  southwest 
quarter  of  the  couniy  appears  to  Ije  first-rate  liinl>cred  land.  A  great  pro- 
portion of  the  timber  is  superior  fencing-timber  and  an  abundance  of  sugar- 
maple  ii>  found. 

"We  have  commenced  cutting  a  road  from  Ionia  center  south  upon 
the  center  section  line  of  the  county,  to  continue  through  Eaton  county  to 
Marshall,  the  shire  of  Calhoun  county.  We  have  progressed  eight  miles 
with  the  road  without  meeting  with  any  obstacles  which  would  require  a 
deviation  from  the  section  line.  It  passes  through  a  beautiful  country, 
which  is  believed  will  be  settled  at  no  remote  period  by  a  dense  population. 
Not  a  single  eighty-lot  could  be  selected  upon  the  road  as  far  as  we  have 
gone  but  what  would  be  excellent.  The  country  north  is  generally  tim« 
bered  with  oak,  and  contains  some  extensive  burr-oak  plains.  The  face 
of  the  surface  is  beautiful  and  the  soil  of  good  quality.  West  and  north- 
west large  tracts  of  timbered  lands  of  the  best  quality  are  found,  and  along 
the  river  to  the  westward  are  extensive  bottom  lands,  which  it  is  believed 
are  not  surpassed  in  quality  by  any  lands  in  the  United  States.  A  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  last  mentioned  lands  are  already  purchased  and  settled 
rapidly.  Tn  short,  the  west  half  of  this  county,  considerhig  the  quality 
of  the  soil,  the  utility  of  the  numerous  springs,  brooks  and  other  watering- 
places,  with  which  it  abounds,  the  healthiness  of  the  place,  as  far  as  our 
observations  and  experience  has  extended,  is  such  that  we  believe  with  those 
that  observed  it,  'that  no  county  in  this  territory  excels  it.' 
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"The  statements  above  made  are  facts  which  we  should  attest  to  on 
oath  but  for  llie  want  of  officers  in  this  county  qualified  to  administer  oaths. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  can  it  be  reasonable,  just  or  proper  that  the  county 
seat,  after  bein^  located  near  the  center  of  the  county  by  three  competent 
and  judicious  men,  should  be  removed  five,  or  six  miles  east,,  to  the  ffreai 
iticoavetiien€e  of  all  of  those  who  have  and  all  who  will  hereafter  settle  in 
the  county  west  of  the  center? 

''Therefore,  being  solicitous  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  western 
as  well  as  eastern  Ionia»  and  believing  th^t  Your  Excellency  participates  in 
the  same  solicitude,  we  mtist  earnestly  request  that  you  exercise  the  authority 
vested  in  you  by  issuing  your  proclamation  confirming  and  establishing  the 
location  of  the  county  seat  for  this  county  according  to  the  determination 
of  the  commissioners.  For  which  we  shall  ever  pray. 

"Ionia.  Feb.  il,  1835. 
"(Signed)  Erastus  Yeomans,  Jared  Conner,  £ii  Yeomans,  Zenas  G.  Win- 
sor,  Samuel  Dexter,  W.  B.  Lincoln,  William  Dumper,  Lorenzo  Dexter, 
John  C.  Dexter,  Dexter  Arnold,  Asa  Spencer,  L\Tnan  Webster.  San- 
ford  A,  Yeomans,  OHver  Aniold,  Nathaniel  J-  Brown,  Alfred  Cornell, 
Patrick  M.  l-'ox,  Xelson  Beckwith,  Thomas  Cornell,  Daniel  Cornell, 
Alfred  Cornell,  Jr.,  Gill>crt  Caswell,  Benjamin  B.  Badger,  George  W. 
Case,  William  Doty,  Eleazer  Murray,  James  Croflord,  Thomas  H.  Con- 
ner, Elisha  Doty,  Charles  Doty,  Silas  D.  Arnold,  Joseph  Hadsall, 
Charles  Thayer,  John  E.  Morrison." 

The  last  petition  seems  to  have  settled  the  county-seat  matter  with  the 
executive — at  least  to  have  proved  a  clinching  argument;  for,  although  we 
have  been  unable  to  ascertain  th^  precise  issue  of  his  proclamation  confirm- 
ing the  commissioners'  report,  it  is  conclusive  that  it  was  issued  some  time 
during  the  year  1835  or  1836  and  the  seat  of  justice  of  Ionia  county  still 
remains  where  it  was  first  located  in  the  autumn  of  1833. 

OFFICIAL  ROSTER. 

The  following  lists  embrace  all  the  judicial  and  civil  officers  who  have 
have  served  in  Ionia  county  from  its  organization  to  the  present  time, 
together  with  the  dates  of  their  election : 
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JUDGES  OF  PROBATE. 

William  D.  Moore,  April,  1837;  Henry  Barsiovv,  1840;  Washington  Z. 
Blanchard,  184.4;  John  L.  Morse,  1848;  Gilbtrt  H.  King.  1850;  Adam  L. 
Roof,  1852;  John  L.  Morse.  1856-60;  Willard  B.  Wells.  1864-68;  William 
H.  Woodworth,  1872-76-80;  Myron  Balcom,  1884;  A.  Milan  Willett,  1888- 
92;  Charles  A.  Wilson.  1896;  William  O.  Webster,  1900-04;  Montgomery 
Webster,  1908-12. 

SUEHIPFS. 

Eihanan  W.  Curtis,  April,  1837;  John  P.  Place,  November,  1838; 
Alonzo  Sessions,  1840;  William  Cramer,  1842;  Cyprian  S.  Hooker,  1843; 
TTiram  Brown,  1844;  Volney  Eaton,  1846;  Peter  Coon,  1848;  Asaph  C. 
Smith,  1850;  Ami  Chipman,  1852;  Charles  A.  Holmes,  1854-56;  Abra- 
ham Alderman,  1858-60;  James  L.  Jennings,  1862-64;  Abraham  Alder- 
man, 1866-68;  Edson  P.  Gifford,  1870-72;  William  Reynolds,  1874; 
William  H.  Mattison,  1876-78;  William  Toan,  1880-82;  Hiram  N.  Lee, 
1884-86;  Hamilton  R.  Walker.  1888-Q0;  Alexander  T.  Montgomery,  1892- 
94;  TTenry  H.  Jordan,  i8g6;  Frank  L.  Moon.  1808-1900:  Klmer  E.  Fales, 
1902-06;  ]^lrne^  F.  CiUey,  1906-08;  William  R.  Taylor,  1910-12;  Ad.  N. 
Lovvrey,  1914. 

COUNTY  CLERKS. 

Asa  Bunnell,  April,  1837;  I^wson  S.  Warner,  November,  1838; 
Osmond  Tower,  1840;  David  Irish,  1842;  Hampton  Rich,  1844-46;  Abram 
V.  Berry,  1848;  Alvin  C.  Davis,  1850-52;  Willard  B.  Wells,  1854;  Alfred 
Co^l,  Jr.,  1856;  Clark  A.  Preston,  1858-60;  John  S.  Bennett,  1862-64; 
Edgar  M.  Marble,  1866-68;  Henry  C.  Sessions,  1870-72;  Levi  Noble,  1874; 
Samuel  O.  Hosford,  1876;  Henry  P.  Taylor,  1878-80;  Ralph  D.  Sessions, 
1882;  Alonzo  E.  Sunderiin,  1884-86;  William  D.  Place,  1888-90;  L.  Ddos 
Bitrch,  1892-94;  John  J.  Green.  1896;  Glenn  J.  Lawless,  1898- 1900;  Harry 
J.  Holbrook,  1902-04-06;  Fred  M.  Cook,  1908-12;  George  W.  Moulton, 
1914. 

COUNTY  TIffiASURERS. 

John  E.  Morrison,  April.  1837:  Thomas  Cornell.  November,  1838; 
A'^iph  Mather,  1840-42;  Isaiah  G.  Frost.  1944-46;  John  C.  Dexter,  1848; 
Charles  M.  Moseman,  185052;  Albert  Williams,  1854-56;  Ethan  S.  Johnson, 
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1858-60;  George  Ellsworth,  1862;  Clark  A.  Preston,  1864;  Silas  Sprague, 
1866-68;  John  Morton,  1870-72;  Amon  Otis,  1874;  John  L.  Mosscr,  1876- 
78;  Josiah  E.  Just,  1880-82;  J.  Warren  Peake,  1884-86;  Charles  Brown, 
1888-90;  George  W.  Snyder,  1892-94;  Lee  B.  Spanieling,  1896;  Edwin  F. 
Cook,  7898-1900;  Ethel  Allen,  1902-04;  Thomas  Sparks,  1906-08;  Albert 
L.  Spencer,  igto;  Thomas  Sparkes,  1912-14. 

REGISTOtS  OP  DEEDS. 

Adam  L.  Roor,  April,  1837;  Williaiu  Dallas,  November,  1838;  John  C. 
Dexter,  1840;  William  Dallas,  1842;  Frederick  Hall.  1843-1844;  Archibald 
F.  Carr,  1846;  Ethan  S.  Joluison,  1848-50;  Thomas  ( oracll,  1852;  Herman 
Hunt,  1854;  C.  Oscar  Thompson,  1856;  Julius  Jennings,  1858-60;  Joseph 
Rickley,  1862-64;  Vernon  H.  Smith,  r 866-68;  Alfred  H.  Heath.  1870-72; 
Albert  K.  Roof,  1874;  James  A.  Sage,  1876-78;  James  W.  Loomis,  1880; 
James  W.  Loomis,  1882;  Phil  Brock,  1884-86;  Charles  L.  Halladay,  1888- 
90;  Loren  C.  Fales,  1892-94;  Emory  F.  Strong,  1896;  Charles  I.  Goodwin, 
1898-1900;  Palmer  T.  Williams,.  1902-04;  William  A.  Wilder,  190608; 
John  C.  Beattie,  1912;  George  H.  Dye.  1914. 

PROSRCUTING  ATTORNEYS. 

John  C.  Blanchard,  Nuvenihrr,  1850-5J;  Harvey  Bartow,  1854;  \Villard 
B.  Wells,  1856-58;  Albert  WiUiams,  iHrvj;  William  W.  Mitchell,  1862-64: 
Allen  B.  Morse,  1866-68;  Edgar  M.  Marble,  1870-72;  Cliarles  L.  Wilson. 
1874;  Willard  B.  WelU,  1876-78;  Frank  D.  M.  Davis,  1880-82;  Adolphus 
A.  Ellis,  1886-88;  Frank  D,  M.  Davis,  1888-90;  Royal  A.  Hawley,  1892-94; 
John  B.  Chaddock,  1896-98;  William  K.  Clute,  1900-02;  Frank  M.  Bur- 
bank,  1904-06;  Dwight  C.  Sheldon,  1908-10;  Alfred  R.  Locke,  1912;  Her- 
bert C.  Hall,  1914. 

CIRCUIT  COURT  COMMISSIONERS. 

L  E.  Jones,  November.  1852:  Louis  S.  Lovell,  1854;  John  Toan.  1865; 
Morris  B.  Wells,  i860:  John  A.  Bander,  1862;  P..  I*"ranklin  .Spencer,  1S66- 
68;  Edward  Cahill,  1870;  Harvey  Bartow.  1870;  William  O.  Webster,  1872; 
William  L.  Strickland.  1872;  Vernon  H.  Smith,  1874;  William  B.  Thomas, 
1874;  Frank  D.  M.  Davis,  1876;  WUIiam  L.  Strickland,  1876;  Donald 
McPherson,  1878;  Clarence  B.  Wardle,  1880;  George  A.  Hawley,  1880; 
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Clarence  B.  Wardle.  1882;  Royal  A.  Hawley,  1882;  Fred  H.  Stone,  1884-86; 

John  n.  Mitchell,  1884-86;  Palmer  T.  Williams,  1888-90:  Bingley  R.  Faks, 
1888;  John  H.  Mitchell,  1890:  Henry  J.  Harrigan,  1892-94;  John  B.  Chad- 
dock,  1892-94;  Charles  P.  l.ocke,  1896;  Edward  C.  Spaukling,  1896;  Hal 
H.  Smith,  1898;  J.  Clyde  Watt,  1898-1900;  Elvcn  M.  Davis.  1900-02; 
Gt;orq:e  Bennett,  T9rt2;  Edwin  A.  Murphy,  1904-06-08-10;  Rayniond  A.  Col- 
well.  1904  06;  \\  illram  H.  Howard,  1908-XO-12-14;  Foss  O.  Eldred,  1912; 
Edward  A.  Murphy,  1914. 

CX)UNTY  SUItVEYORS. 

Bud  H.  Mann.  April,  1837;  Alexander  F.  Bell,  November,  1837; 
Thomas  Cornell,  1838;  James  M.  Marsh,  1840;  John  E.  Morrison,  April, 

1841-42;  Mexaniler  F.  Bell,  1844;  Jedediah  Brown.  1846;  Royal  Howell, 
1848;  William  Jennings,  1850:  Asaph  C.  Smith,  1852;  Jireh  Baker,  1854; 
Samuel  C.  Alderman,  1856-62;  William  H.  Freeman,  1864;  Hiram  W. 
Nicholson,  1866-68;  Thomas  Cornell,  1870-73;  Asaph  C.  Smith,  1874; 
Thomas  Cornell,  1874-80;  Daniel  E.  Hoover,  1882;  David  Cotton,  1884; 
David  C.  Crawford,  1888-94;  George  O.  Bigncll,  1896;  David  C.  Crawford, 
1898-14. 

CORONERS. 

Pliilo  Bogue,  April,  1837;  Thaddeus  O.  Warner,  1837;  Levi  Taylor, 
November,  i838;Thaddcus  O.  Warner,  1838;  Franklin  Chubb,  1840;  Charles 
Broas,  1840;  lAiciiis  Babcock,  April,  1841;  Reuben  W.  Phillips,  November, 
1842;  Edson  English.  1842;  John  L.  Covert,  1844;  Levi  Taylor,  1844-46; 
Gilbert  H.  King,  1846;  George  D.  Kellogg,  1848;  Levi  Taylor,  1848-50; 
Willard  R.  Brooks,  1850;  James  White,  1852;  Levi  Taylor,  1852-54; 
Ebenezer  F.  Smith,  1854;  Levi  Taylor,  1856;  Philander  Danley,  1856;  John 
E.  Morrison,  185S;  Peter  Clark,  1858;  John  E.  Morrison,  i860;  Peter  Dark, 
i860;  David  Crapo,  1862;  Shiverick  Kellogg,  1862;  Arba  Chubb,  1864; 
Abraham  Alderman,  1864;  Benjamin  Shelton,  1866;  Peter  Qark,  1866; 
Arba  Chubb,  i868;  Peter  Clark,  1868;  Oscar  Talcott,  1870;  C.  Oscar 
Thompson,  1870;  Ethan  S.  Johnson,  1872:  John  H.  Welch,  1872;.  Charles 
Mathews,  1874;  Mito  Dibble,  1874;  Ethan  S.  Johnson,  1876;  Frederick  Pitt, 
1876;  Ethan  S.  Joliason,  1878;  Albert  F.  Morehouse,  1878;  Ethan  S  John- 
son, 1880;  Daniel  Hoyt.  t88o;  Ethan  S.  Johnson,  1882;  John  McKelvey, 
T882;  James  Curry,  1884-86;  Heiuy  Weiser,  1884-86;  Plyn  Williams,  1888- 

'  (5) 
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90-(;j-94;  Levi  Shotwell,  1888;  l.yinnn  T.  Sessions,  1890;  Leroy  A.  Scho- 
viUe.  1892-94:  Lester  JosHn.  1896;  J-^mory  A.  Richards,  1896;  Jnlii'.s  S. 
Tibbetts,  1898-1900-02-04;  Ciiarks  S.  Cook,  i898-i9oo-)02-04;  Fred  T. 
WorttT»an.  1900;  1  f enry  C.  Clark,  1900-08-10-12-14;  Fred  Brickley,  1908; 
Benjamin  J.  Boynton,  1910-12-14. 

THE  PUBUC  SQUARE. 

Concerning  the  public  buildings  and  the  real  estate  owned  by  Ionia 
county,  the  story  is  easily  and  quickly  told.  The  west  half  of  the  public 
square  was  set  aside  and  donated  to  the  county  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
public  buildings  thereon  by  Judge  Samuel  Dexter  at  the  time  of  making  his 
original  plat  of  the  village  of  "Ionia  County  Scat."  On  the  3rd  of  June, 
1850,  the  enst  half  of  the  square  (one  htiriflred  and  twenty-eight  st^uare 
rods)  was  granted  to  the  coitnty  by  1.  M.  Kul  1,  oi  Ionia  county,  ami  lidwin 
C.  Hart,  of  tJ-^uego,  New  York,  m  consideration  of  the  sum  of  ten  didlars. 
Tiius,  the  p!ai  known  as  the  '  public  square"  embraces  an  area  ot  two  hun- 
dred and  hlty-six  stjuare  lods,  or  »Lxteen  rtxls  square. 

COUNTY  OFFICE  UUILDING. 

The  proposition  to  build  the 'structure  where  were  located  the  first 
county  'ifHccs  was  submitted  to  the  people  in  April,  1842,  and,  by  a  vote  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-two  for,  to  one  hundre<l  and  seventeen  against,  it  was 
decided  to  erect  the  building.  The  returns  from  Lyons  township,  however, 
were  thiown  out  t)y  reason  of  not  having  been  signe<l  or  certified  to  by  the 
township  insi>ectors  of  election. 

The  building  \va^  completed  m  1843.  '^74  ^'even  hundred  dollars 
were  exiicmU-d  tor  repairs  and  in  buikling  an  additnin. 

At  nunierotis  times  agitations  were  launched  tor  the  erection  oi  a  court 
house  which  sliouid  do  credit  to  the  county,  but  these  attempts  did  not  meet 
with  success. 

COURT  HOUSE. 

The  first  move  toward  getting  a  court  house  for  the  coimty  of  Ionia 
was  made  by  J.  S.  Gage,  at  the  October  session.  1882,  of  the  county  super- 
visors.   Supervisor  Gage  had  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 

advisability  of  building  a  court  house,  and  to  report  at  the  January  session. 
The  following  were  elected  to  investigate:   J.  S.  Gage,  E.  F.  Gifford  and 
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C.  Waterbury.  The  committee  reported  at  the  January  session,  1883,  and 
it  was  decided  to  procure  plans  for  a  structure  which  should  house  all  of  the 
county  officials.  This  was  done  and  it  was  resolved  to  place  a  proposition 
before  the  voters  to  raise  forty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  erection  of  a 
court  house.  This  proposition  was  voted  on  in  the  spring  of  1883,  and  was 
carried.  Plans  were  immediately  drawn  and  the  contract  let.  O&rt  Allen 
received  the  contract  and  began  work  upon  the  structure,  but  he  had  not  pro- 
ceeded to  any  great  extent  when,  in  July,  1885,  he  failed  As  a  consequence, 
the  building  committee  took  charge  and  proceeded  witli  tlic  work.  This 
committee  was  composed  of  C.  Waterliury,  Levi  Shotweli  and  E.  P.  Gif- 
ford.  The  court  hmise  was  completed  in  tiie  spring  of  1886  and,  although 
the  ct  iniraci  i)rice  had  ht-cn  only  forty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty 
dtilUus.  the  total  cost  ul  ihf  liuildini;-  ran  up  to  over  fifty-seven  thousand 
(lullars.  it  was  furnished  complete  witli  the  hest  furniture  at  a  cost  of  live 
thousand  three  lunidred  dollars.  On  July  3,  1886,  the  dedicatory  services 
were  held  and  Ionia  county  then  ranked  among  the  foremost  of  the  state  as 
to  the  beauty  and  efficiency  of  its  temple  of  justice. 

COUNTY  JAILS. 

The  constrnction  of  a  jail  was  authorized  in  October,  1849.  The  plaiis 
submitted  by  11.  Borden  were  adopted  in  January,  1850,  and  during  the 
same  year  the  buildin^-  wa*;  completed  under  contract  !>y  H.  Borden  and 
Osmond  Tower,  in  January,  1851.  it  was  accepted  liy  the  board  of  sujicr- 
visors  and  douliilcss  \va«  soon  afterward  occupied  by  some  luckless  \v;i;ht. 
Up  to  that  time  malcfacttirs  condcnincd  to  ilnrance  vile  had  i^'cncrall}'  been 
incarcerated  in  the  Kent  county  jail.  Rnoms  suitable  for  dwelling  pur- 
poses were  arranged  in  the  structure  in  1864.  But  in  the  course  of  time 
the  old  jail  became  insufferable  and  utterly  unfit  for  purposes  reciuired  for 
a  jail-building,  and  in  April.  1880,  the  question  was  submitted  to  the  people 
of  the  county  whether  ten  thousand  ddlars  should  be  appropriated  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  jail  By  a  vote  of  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  to  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  six,  the  proposition  to  build 
a  new  structure  was  carried.  J.  V.  Consaul  soon  after  entered  into  a  con- 
tract  to  perform  the  work,  and  the  process  of  construction  began  about  July 
I,  1880,  being  completed  on  January  i,  18S1.  Th^  building  is  constructed 
of  Ionia  sandstone  and  brick.  It  is  commodious  and  substantial  in  appear- 
ance, and  ad<^s  to  the  appearance  of  the  "public  square." 
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POOR    FARM  AND  BUILDINGS. 

Prior  to  Decem1)er,  1856,  the  indigent  of  the  county  received  assistance 
from  the  authorities  of  the  various  townships  in  which  they  resided,  from 
a  fund  annually  appropriated  by  the  hoard  of  supervisors.  These  appro- 
priations were  small,  comparatively,  during  early  years  and  as  late  as  1849, 
but  four  hundred  dollars  hc'm^  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  county 
poor  for  the  latter  year.  At  their  annual  se&;»iou,  held  in  October,  1855,  the 
supervisors  voted  that  "the  county  superintendents  of  the  poor  be  authorized 
and  instructed  to  examine  lands  with  some  improvements,  with  a  view  of 
purchasing  eighty  acres  for  a  poor  farm."  The  superintendents  were  also 
instructed  to  report  at  the  next  (January)  session  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors what  buildings  would  be  necessary  for  county  poor  farm  purposes. 
Two  thousand  dollars  were  then  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  a  poor 
farm,  etc.,  of  which  one-half  was  to  be  "raised  the  {»«sent  year.*' 

In  January,  1856,  Alonzo  Sessions  and  Osmond  Tower  were  appointed 
a  committee  with  power  to  purchase  a  farm  and  to  erect  suitable  buildings 
thereon,  to  the  amount  of  tiie  appropriation  {one  thousand  dollars),  whidi 
amount  was  ordered  spread  upon  the  tax  rolls  by  the  hoard  sitting-  in  Octo- 
ber, 1855.  Erastus  Yconians  and  John  li.  Morrison  were  added  to  the  com- 
mittee in  June,  1856,  and  in  October  of  that  year  the  super\'isors  voted  (in 
addition  to  the  one  thousand  dollars  already  raised)  the  further  sum  of  six 
hundred  ancl  forty- four  dollars  and  tliirty-threc  cents,  witli  which  to  pay 
for  the  premises,  in  Ronald  township  already  bargained  for  by  the  com- 
mittee. The  buildings  were  immediately  placed  in  order  for  their  omipa< 
tion  by  the  county  poor,  and  were  so  occupied  during  the  winter  of  1856-57. 
During  the  subsequent  ten  years  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars 
were  annually  appropriated  for  the  mdntenance  of  the  indigent  and  insane  of 
the  county. 

Plans  for  the  construction  of  a  new  county  house  were  submitted  to 
the  board  of  supervisors  by  Ora  Waterbury  in  1870,  and  on  the  7th  of 
February  he  contracted  to  build  the  county  house  for  the  sum  of  nine  thou- 
sand seven  htmdred  and  ninety-one  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents.  The  struc- 
ture, which  was  of  brick,  was  completed  during  the  same  year,  costing,  with 
beating  apparatus,  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  tw-enty-two  dollars  and 
seven  cents.  In  1875  thousand  dollars  were  expended  in  finishing  the 
interior  of  the  upper  story.  Under  the  able  management  of  diflferent  super- 
visors, the  conditions  of  the  farm  were  improved  from  year  to  year. 
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Oil  Wednesday,  March  6,  1907,  the  cunnly  farm  was  destroyed  by  lire, 
witli  tola!  loss,  less  the  insurance,  which  amounted  to  ten  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  A  special  session  of  the  supervisors  was  immediately  called 
to  make  plans  for  new  county  buildings.  On  April  27,  1907,  a  special  elec- 
tion was  held  to  vote  bonds  to  the  amount  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  erection  of  new  county  buildings.  The  result  of  this  vote  was  two  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  sixty-eight  for  and  nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
against  the  issuance  of  such  bonds.  At  the  next  session  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  the  question  came  up  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  sell  the 
old  farm  and  buy  a  new  site  which  would  be  much  better  adapted  to  the 
public  use.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  several  different  farms 
about  the  county.  As  a  result  of  the  supervisors  purchased,  on  Sep- 
tember 5,  the  Chester  Adgate  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  in 
Berlin  township  for  sixteen  thousand  three  hundred  dollars.  Plans  were 
immediately  drawn  by  Edwin  A.  Bowd,  architect,  for  the  new  county  build- 
ings. The  plans  Mhich  were  finally  adopted  represented  approximately 
seven  thousand  live  lunv-red  feet  of  floor  space  and  were  np-to-datc  in  all 
respects.  The  contract  tor  the  new  buildiiit:?  was  awarded  to  Right  & 
Prawl  for  twenty-six  thousand  lour  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars,  the 
structnre  tfi  Itc  l)iiilt  of  Ionia  red  brick.  The  old  county  farm  was  sold  for 
ten  thousand  dollars  to  Frank  P.  Xormiiigton. 


CHAPTER  III. 


BERUN  TOWNSHIP. 

The  present  townshij^  of  Berlin  was  organised.  March  6,  1S38,  as  the 
township  of  Cass,  atul  inchided  townships  5  and  6  north,  in  range  7  west, 
the  west  halves  of  townships  5  and  6  north,  in  range  6  webt,  and  all  that 
portion  oi  the  v\ei>t  halves  of  township  7  north,  in  range  6  west,  and  town- 
ship 7  north,  in  range  7  west,  lying  south  of  Grand  river.  Cass  towtisWp 
was  christened  by  Alonzo  Sessions  as  a  mark  of  honor  for  Lewis  Cass,  then 
a  Gcmspiciious  statesman,  and  in  recognition,  moreover,  of  the  Democratic 
tendenqr  of  the  age.  On  February  16,  1842,  the  name  of  the  township  was 
changed  from  Cass  to  Berlin. 

On  March  19,  1845,  the  west  halves  of  townships  5  and  6  north,  in 
range  6  west,  was  apportioned  respectively  to  the  townships  of  Sebewa  and 
Orange.  On  March  25,  1846,  township  5  north,  in  range  7  west,  was  organ* 
ized  as  Odessa,  and  on  March  22,  1848,  that  portion  of  township  7  north,  in 
range  6  west,  lying  sontli  of  the  Grand  river  was  apportioned  to  Ionia. 
These  changes  left  to  Berlin  the  six  miles  square  of  township  6  north,  in 
range  7  west,  and  all  that  ixjrtion  of  township  7  north,  in  range  7  west, 
ly^T^g  south  of  the  Grand  river,  that  being  the  territory  now  included  in  the 
township 

At  the  first  township  meeting  in  Cass  township,  ht-ld  in  the  house  of 
William  Babcuck,  Ajjril  2,  1838,  John  E.  Morrison  was  chosen  moderator 
and  William  S.  Bal)C(xk,  clerk.  The  ofticials  chosen  were,  Alonzo  Sessions, 
supervisor;  John  E.  Morrison,  clerk;  VV.  B,  Lincoln.  Levi  Taylor  and  C.  R. 
Bidcford,  assessors;  Lucius  Babcock,  R.  W.  Stephens  and  William  Reed, 
commissioners  of  highways ;  John  Taft,  collector  and  constable ;  John  Taft, 
James  Hurlbut,  Silas  D.  Arnold  and  Amos  B.  Bliss,  constables;  John  E. 
Morrison,  Job  S.  Sessions  and  William  S.  Babcock,  .school  inspectors; 
Reuben  W.  Stephens  and  William  Babcock,  directors  of  the  poor;  Alonzo 
Sessions,  John  E.  Morrison,  I'hilo  B^tes  and  W.  B.  Lincobi,  justices  of  the 
peace.  Overseers  of  highways  do  not  appear  to  have  been  chosen  until  the 
annual  meeting  in  1839.  when  Oliver  Arnold  was  elected  for  district  No.  i, 
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Alomo  Sessions  for  No.  2,  £.  K.  Bigford  for  No.  3,  John  Taft  for  No. 
4,  Lucius  Babcock  for  No.  5  and  Nathaniel  Pierce  for  No.  6. 

That  portion  of  Berlin  to'wnship  lying  nearest  the  river,  and  included 
within  township  7  north,  range  7  west,  engaged  the  attention  of  land>lookers 
as  early  as  1833,  and,  because  of  the  general  desire  of  the  first-comers  to 
keep  within  hailing  distance  of  the  Grand  river,  then  a  highway  of  iratiic, 
coupled,  perhaps,  with  ilic  oninirm  ihal  land  tliercal>ont  was  a  little  l.)etter 
than  land  in  the  more  remote'  mterinr,  the  river  district  was  in  a  fair  state 
of  developnicm  l>y  the  time  the  ccntial  and  southern  p<_)rtiuus  of  the  town- 
ship heard  the  fir<;t  notes  of  the  woudman's  axe.  The  region  lying  u[Kjn 
both  sidca  of  the  ijeilevue  road,  which  divide  Ionia  and  BerUn.  was  likewise 
a  favored  locality,  and,  banning  to  grow  in  population  almost  as  soon  as 
the  township  took  its  first  step  forward,  advanced  materially  in  that  respect 
when  the  Bellevue  road  was  pushed  through  and  offered  the  luxury  of  a 
thoroughfare  worthy  of  such  a  name. 

The  first  land  entry  in  the  present  township  of  Berlin  was  probably 
made  in  July,  1833,  by  Jolm  E.  Morrison,  who  was  likewise  the  first  person 
to  make  a  settlement  in  the  township.  The  land  he  entered  occupies  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  township,  xtpon  section  25,  in  township  7*  and  lies 
upon  the  river.  Mr.  Morrison  penetrated  into  Oakland  county,  Michigan, 
in  1824,  and  after  nine  years  experience  as  a  pioneer  in  that  locality  was 
dissatisfied  with  the  progress  he  had  inade.  Conceiving  that  better  land 
could  be  found  farther  westward,  he  determined  to  investigate  the  matter 
and  endeavored  to  impress  some  of  his  neighbors  with  similar  sentiments. 
His  efTinis  ill  that  ihreciion  were,  however,  imax  aiHn<;.  They  declared 
themselves  suited  with  what  they  had,  and  intimated  to.  Morrison  that  he  had 
better  remain  contetat  or  it  might  be  worse  for  him.  Young  Morrison  was, 
however,  not  to  be  dissuaded,  and,  in  July,  1833,  set  out  alone  on  horse- 
back over  the  old  Indian  trail  from  Pontiac,  bound  west.  In  narrating  that 
portion  of  his  Michigan  experience,  Mr.  Morrison  remarked  that  he  was 
more  determined  than  ever  to  push  his  project  since  others  opposed  it.  He 
added,  with  a  glow  of  satisfaction,  that  he  never  '1)acked  out"  of  any  enter- 
prise into  which  he  entered,  although  he  would  have  backed  out  in  1849, 
when,  on  a  tour  across  the  plains  to  California,  he  was  taken  sick  and  felt 
sure  that  he  would  die.  He  had  to  stick,  however,  because  there  was  no 
help  for  it. 

As  he  expected,  he  did  find  better  land  farther  west,  and  in  section  25, 
as  earlier  noticed,  he  chose  a  farm  to  his  liking.   He  hastened  back  to  Oak- 
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land  county  for  his  family  and,  returning  in  the  fall  with  his  wife  and  little 
ones,  found  that  he  had  already  got  a  neighbor  in  Ohver  Arnold,  a  black- 
smith, who  was  living  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Grand  river,  in  what  is  now 
Ionia  township,  having  come  out  with  the  Dexter  colonv.  Morrison  lodcjed 
his  fami!\  with  Mr.  Arnold  until  he  could  prepare  a  habitation  of  his  own, 
and  when  they  began  lite  in  their  own  cabin  they  felt,  no  doubt,  a  deal  of 
oomiort:  and  satisfaction  at  first,  although,  lo  recollect  afterwards.  Mr.  Mor- 
rison thought  there  must  have  been  precious  little  to  be  thankful  for.  liow* 
ever,  he  set  himself  sturdily  to  work,  and  pushed  aside  with  vigorous  arm 
the  jagged  edges  and  tough  knots  that  faced  him  in  his  pioneer's  progress 
until  he  began  directly  to  reap  the  reward  of  his  toil  in  improved  property, 
comfort  and  conveniences. 

Although  Mr.  Morrison  was  for  neariy  two  years  the  only  settler  in 
Berlin  township,  and  lived  upon  the  fringe  of  an  tuibroken  wilderness,  he 
was  not  entirdy  out  of  the  world  of  civilization,  for  there  was  his  neighbor 
Arnold  dose  by,  and  just  over  the  river  was  the  little  community  at  Samuel 
Dexter's  village  of  Ionia,  the  county  seat,  so  that  he  was  not  quite  so  lone- 
some or  isolated  as  he  might  have  been.  In  1835,  he  put  out  a  half -bushel 
of  apple  seed  that  came  fr^.m  Cihu\  and  from  the  orchard  that  followed  he 
supi^ied  many  customers  willi  trees.  He  therefore  not  only  planted  the  first 
orchard,  but  raised,  likewise,  the  first  crop  of  wheat,  in  the  town.  For  his 
tirst  wheat  he  got  two  dollars  a  bushel,  and  for  his  tirst  |x:)tatoes  a  similar 
price,  although  these  figures  were  exceptional  and  must  have  been  realized 
as  the  result  of  an  emergency. 

Geotge  Hosford,  who  later  lived  on  section  25,  in  township  7,  was 
among  the  early  comers  to  Ionia  county  and  at  a  very  early  day  worked  for 
Mr.  Morrison  in  Berlin,  so  that  he  may  be  strictly  r^^arded  as  having  been 
a  pioneer  of  the  front  rank,  although  not  an  actual  settler  in  Berlin  town- 
ship until  the  township  was  pretty  well  populated. 

Mr.  Morrison  resided  later  in  Ionia  township,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  but  not  far  from  the  place  of  his  first  settlement  in  Berlin.  He 
was  prominent  in  county  history,  not  only  as  the  first  county  treasurer,  first 
derk  of  Ionia  townsliip  and  first  clerk  of  Cass,  but  as  a  surveyor  of  many 
of  the  county's  earliest  highways.  He  was  something  of  a  wanderer,  too. 
He  joined  the  army  of  Cahfornia  gold-seekers  in  1849,  lingered  awhile  in 
Texas,  and  lived  two  years  in  Tennessee,  but  Michigan  proved  his  best  love, 
and  to  Michigan  he  returned  to  find  rest  for  the  soles  of  his  feet  and  a  home 
that  would  remain  his  as  long  as  he  needed  one  on  earth. 
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Alonzo  Sessions,  for  many  years  a  prominent  citizen  not  only  of  Berlin 
township,  but  of  Michigan,  entered  the  forests  of  the  township  as  a  perman- 
ent settler,  in  company  with  his  brother  Job,  with  whom  he  had,  in  October, 
1833,  traveled  from  western  New  York  to  Ionia  county  on  a  land-looking 
expedition,  and  on  foot  made  the  tour  from  Detroit  to  loxua.  Raw  pork 
and  dry  bread  comprised  their  diet,  and  the  forest  their  lodging-place,  when 
night  happened  to  overtake  them.  Being  suited  with  the  land  lying  in  the 
northern  portion  of  what  was  later  kno\\Ti  as  the  township  of  Berlin,  they 
made  selections,  and  at  once  pushed  on  to  the  White  Pigeon  land  office, 
where  they  made  tlieir  entries.  .Much  howt'ver,  as  the  lirothers  desired  to 
be.Ljin  the  actual  experience  o{  a  settler life,  they  were  comiK'lled  to  await 
a  more  tavoralile  opportunity,  tor  to  buy  laud  would  have  taken  all  their 
money,  and  without  some  spare  cash  to  sustain  them  until  their  land  might 
yield  its  products,  they  cared  not  to  undertake  the  roles  of  pioneers.  So  to 
earn  money,  Alonzo  taught  school  in  Ohio,  while  Job  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
in  Michigan.  Their  pay  was  meager,  and  it  was  not  until  after  the  lapse 
of  two  years  that  they  fotmd  themselves  with  a  sufficient  wealth  to  make 
even  a  beginning.  They  were,  however,  ambitious  to  make  a  start,  and  that 
start,  it  may  be  well  to  observe,  they  followed  with  such  eflPective  efforts 
that  fame  and  fortune  were  not  slow  in  being  overtaken  by  them  upon  the 
journey. 

Alonzo  Sessions  traveled  from  Dayton,  Ohio,  with  two  horses,  one  of 
which  carried  him,  while  the  other  carried  two  trnnks  His  own  account 
oi  the  trip  thus  tells  the  story;  "Travc1in,<^  northward  r''.'Tig-  ilie  Aiiami 
river,  and  frequently  fording  it,  1  soon  entered  a  dense  and  nearly' unbroken 
wilderness  where  there  was  only  here  and  there  a  settler.  In  places  there 
were  no  roads  and  scarcely  a  traiL  It  w'as  raining  daily,  and  every  river, 
creek  or  bayou  was  full  to  overflowing.  Many  of  the  latter  were  more 
difficult  to  cross  than  the  rivers,  being  more  swollen  and  muddy.  In  places, 
canoes  were  found  at  crossings,  but  more  frequently  I  crossed  on  the  back  of 
one  horse  while  leading  the  other.  In  this  way  I  progressed  to  Defiance, 
several  times  swimming  rivers.  At  Defiance  my  troubles  and  dangers  were 
not  ended.  The  only  ^one  way  to  get  into  Michigan  then  was  to  go  down 
the  river  from  Defiance,  by  way  of  Perrjreburg,  and  there  were  swollen 
credcs,  without  bridges,  in  abundance.  From  Perrysburg  I  rode  to  Ypsilanti, 
where  I  met  my  brother  and  left  my  trunks.  From  that  point  we  proceeded 
in  company  on  horseback  to  Ionia,  where  we  arrived  on  June  11. 

Without  delay,  the  two  brothers  began  work  upon  their  Beriin  lands, 


74  IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 

near  which  they  found  that  John  £.  Morrison  had  already  established 
himself.  They  got  along  so  briskly  that  in  September  of  that  year  they 
sowed  ten  acres  with  wheat.  In  Xoveiiiber,  1835,  Alonzo  Sessions  built  a 
log  cabin,  the  second  in  the  township,  and  in  J837  he  married  the  dau^ter 

of  Samuel  Dexter,  the  Ionia  pioneer.  During'  that  year  he  built  the  first 
frame  barn  known  in  Berlin  tm\'r.?hip.  although  a  frame  house  had  been 
put  Uj>  by  FJisha  !)■  tty  I)<,-t\>rc  tliat  time. 

Alonzo  SL'ssioiis,  -till  a  <Kveller  upon  tlie  laiid  he  cleared  in  1835.  was 
long  in  public  liic.  lie  coinnienced  his  services  in  T836,  when  he  was 
chosen  justice  of  the  peace.  In  1838,  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Cass 
township  and  in  that  office  served  nineteen  terms,  besides  occupying  other 
local  trusts,  while  for  eight  terms  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors. In  1840  he  was  elected  sheriff,  and,  entering  the  state  Legislature 
in  1856,  remained  there  until  1862.  From  i860  to  1864  he  was  internal 
revenue  assessor,  having  been  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Ionia 
from  1866  to  the  eighties.  He  was  presidential  elector  in  1872,  and  in  1876 
was  called  to  be  lieutenant-governor  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Session's  trifling  bit 
of  wild  land  of  1833  had  materially  expanded  in  breadth  and  length,  and, 
although  he  had  taken  from  it  several  farms  for  the  Ijenefit  of  purchasers, 
there  still  remained  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  a  tract  of  about  a  thousand 
acres. 

Job  Sessions,  less  conspicnous  in  Ionia  county  history  than  his  Ijrother 
Alonzo,  perlornied  niosi  excellent  pioneer  work  in  iJerlin  lownslup.  He 
cleared  two  farms  and,  having  done  that  much,  changed  his  residence  to 
Spring  Lake. 

The  Sessions  brothers  and  John  E.  Morrison  were  the  only  ones  in  the 
township  for  fully  a  year.  In  1836  there  was  an  important  inilux  of  set- 
tlers, among  whom  were  William  Babcock,  Amasa  Sessions,  Zophar  Alder- 
man, William  Elvert,  William  Feed,  Elisha  Doty  and  his  three  sons.  Will- 
iam Babcock  and  Philo  Bates  made  large  purchases  on  lands  on  the  Bellevue 
road,  in  the  townships  later  called  Ionia,  Berlin  an  d  Orange.  In  the  divi- 
sion of  their  purchases,  the  Berlin  land  was  taken  l)y  Rabcock,  and,  although 
he  had  a  small  regiment  of  sons,  he  bou^-ht  land  enongh  to  gn'vc  a  farm  to 
each  of  the  boys.  Bates  and  Babcock  brought  out  two  hired  men.  Muses 
Narsh  and  Benjamin  B.  Brand,  each  of  whom  iKcame  a  settler  in  short 
order.  These  men,  with  Balicock's  sons,  j^ave  ^reat  assistance  to  Bates  and 
Babcock  in  pushing  matters  forward,  and  as  a  consequence  there  were  soon 
nice-looking  farms  on  either  side  of  the  Bellevue  roads.   William  Babcock 
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died  in  Ionia  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  Amasa  Sessions  made  his 
home  on  section  3  and,  after  a  hardy  campaign  as  a  subduer  of  the  forest, 
collected  his  bountiful  substance  and  retired  to  Ionia. 

William  Reed  lived  on  section  3  and,  save  for  the  fact  that  he  was 
ecceedingly  poor,  was  not  conspicuous.  Late  in  life  he  was  killed  in  an 
altercation  with  a  farm  tenant.  Reed  put  up  his  log  cabin  on  a  Sunday 
and  went  over  into  Easton  to  get  some  lumber  to  cover  it.  The  lumber  he 
found  at  Mason  Hearsey's  mill,  but  he  had  to  assist  Hearsey  in  sawing  it, 
and  afterwards  paddled  it  .uross  the  river  in  a  canoe  a  few  boards  at  a  time. 
On  October  4,  1830.  Reed  and  Alunzd  Sessions  set  out  with  ox-teams  for  a 
trip  eabtvvard  in  search  of  pro\isions,  and  for  a  good  share  ol  the  way  to 
Lyuii^  had  to  cut  out  tlie  road. 

Elisha  Doty,  who  Imilt  the  first  tratne  house  in  Berlin,  lived  on  the  river 
road.  Zophar  Alderman,  like  a  majority  of  Michigan  pioneers,  was  poor. 
He  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  36  and,  besides  a  wife  and  eight 
children,  could  boast  only  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  cows  among  his  possessions. 
The  older  boys  and  the  old  man  improved  every  shining  moment  by  working 
early  and  late  in  the  woods.  When  a  few  dollars  had  to  be  raised  for  taxes, 
they  worked  for  anybody  willing  to  pay  money;  for  money  of  their  own 
they  had  none,  and  had  no  means  of  acquiring  it  except  by  labor  for  others. 
Alderman  is  remembered  as  the  man  who  wore  a  pair  of  shirts  two  3^ars 
and  so  patched  them  from  the  time  to  time  that  at  the  end  of  two  years  it 
was  found  quite  difficult  to  trace  the  presence  of  any  of  the  original  material. 
Alderman  was  always  eager  to  get  road  contracts,  for  they  meant  cash,  and 
cash  was  one  of  the  hardest  things  to  get;  indeed,  there  was  scarcely  any 
plan  that  would  brin^  cash  except  the  business  of  working  out  non-resident 
taxes.  So  de-pcratc  was  the  competition  among  the  settlers  to  ^ct  road 
contracts  that  by  dint  ot  liardest  labor  they  would  yield,  as  a  return  tur  the 
work  of  a  man  and  yoke  of  cattle,  tAventy-five  cent?  a  dav.  ^^\'entv-flve 
cents  in  actti;d  money  meant  something  however,  sonicihing  more,  indeed, 
than  a  wagon-load  rif  wheat'  for  there  were  times  when  a  u aeon  load  of 
wheat  even  could  not  command  twetity-hve  cents  in  cash.  It  was  store-pay 
or  no  pay  at  all. 

Alderman  was  the  first  settler  upon  section  36.  and  William  Elvert. 
the  second.   The  next  comer  to  that  section  was  Edward  Butler,  in  1840. 
Thomas  Butler,  son  of  Edward,  related,  as  below,  his  recollections  of 

  _  ■ 

pioneering.  Thomas  Butler  moved  into  this  county  from  the  township  of 
Henrietta,  Monroe  county.  New  York,  with  his  father,  Edward  Butler,  who 
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settled  in  Berlm  township,  then  called  Cass,  and  ihomas  was  at  the 
time,  November,  1840,  nearly  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  helped  clear  up 
his  father's  farm  until  1871,  when  the  elder  Butler  was  killed  by  a  run- 
away team.  He  was  then  seventy-one  years  of  age.  Thomas  later  resided 
on  section  14.  He  wrote  thus:  "We  came  up  the  Erie  canal,  thence  by 
steamboat  on  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit;  there  we  bought  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and 
came  by  the  road  through  the  woods  and  mud.  We  were  nine  days  coming 
from  Detroit.  We  traveled  two  nights,  there  being  no  place  to  stay,  the 
people  being  all  sick  on  the  way  with  fever  and  ague.  We  came  in  by  what 
was  then  called  the  White  Lake  road,  by  Pontiac,  Shiawasee,  Portland  and 
Lyons,  to  our  place  of  destination,  where  the  people  seemed  overjoyed  to  see 
a  new  settler.  We  went  right  to  work,  built  a  log  house  and  moved  into  it, 
chopped  ten  acres  the  next  spring,  cleared  it  all  off,  and  got  it  into 
crops  with  our  own  lalxir.  I  think  we  enjoyed  ourselves  very  well  then, 
since  we  occasiunally  had  a  good  dccr-hunl  and  se\eral  otht-r  arnuscnients, 
such  as  lighting  ino.squitocs  and  rattlesnakes  and  hunting  cattle,  hardly  ever 
coming  in  without  them/ although  they  sometimes  traveled  far.  We  would 
be  belated  into  the  night,  so  that  the  neighbors  would  have  to  resort  to  the 
blowing  of  horns  and  the  firing  of  guns  that  we  might  find  our  way  out  of 
the  woods.  Edward  Butler  located  his  land  in  the  fall  of  1836.  He  came 
to  Kalamazoo  and,  tlie  office  there  being  closed,  had  to  travel  on  foot  through 
by  the  way  of  Yankee  Springs  and  a  (rface  called  Marsac's  to  Ionia,  often 
having  to  ford  or  swim  the  streams,  there  being  no  bridges  then.  He  stayed 
at  Ionia  and  helped  build  the  old  land  office,  boarding  with  Oliver  Arnold." 

Nelson  Beckwith,  Robert  F.  Hall,  Abraham  Eddy,  Reuben  Stevens, 
John  W.  Young,  Nathan  and  William  Pierce,  Lyman  Simmons,  Luke  Howard 
and  Julius  Babcock  came  to  the  township  in  1837  Nelson  Beckwith  was 
burned  to  death  in  1862.  Robert  F.  Hall,  who  lived  alone  in  a  shanty  on 
section  6.  was  drowned  while  alternj)ting  to  cross  the  (jrand  river.  How 
the  calamity  came  upon  him  was  never  known.  His  dead  bodv  was  found 
Hoatiiig  down  the  stream  and  that  was  all  the  story  told.  Abraham  Eddy 
lived  an  uneventful  life,  and  died  in  1875,  eighty-eight.  Dr.  W.  B. 
Lincoln,  the  first  physician  to  practice  in  Ionia  county,  was  an  early  settler  in 
Berlin  township,  to  which  place  he  moved  from  Ionia  village. 

In  1838  the  town  enjoyed  for  the  first  time  the  luxury  of  a  saw-mill 
within  its  borders.  E.  K.  Pickford  built  it  on  the  small  stream  that  passes 
through  section  3,  the  millwright  being  Daniel  S.  Brownell.  Fire  destroyed 
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the  structure,  and  the  site,  being  purchased  by  William  Reed  of  Doctor 
Lincoln  for  six  sheep,  was  directly  afterwards  occupied  by  a  second  mill. 

In  1839  George  Mitdiell  made  his  home  on  a  forty-acre  tract  in  seo 
tion  13.  He  died  in  1841  and,  the  place  falling  to  the  control  of  Curtis  B., 
his  son,  the  latter  exchanged  it  in  1842  for  a  place  on  section  23,  owned  by 
William*  Pierce.  Pierce  himself  had  done  no  work  there,  but  had  hired 
Van  Renssdaer  Randall  to  dear  five  acres. 

The  year  1839  also  witnessed  the  coming  of  George  H.  Coe,'  David 
Woodruff  and,  a  little  later,  Solomon  Tanner.  Francis  Humphreys,  an 
Irishman,  was  one  of  the  men  of  1839^  but  in  getting  to  the  town  gained 
more  than  his  share  of  hazardous  adventure.  He  got  as  far  as  Bellevue  and, 
there  being  forced  to  seek  assistance  in  the  matter  of  |)iishing  himself, 
family  and  goods  through  the  wilderness  to  Berlin,  found  help  in  one  Peter 
Kinney,  liv-ing"  north  of  ^''ermontvtlle.  Humphreys  had  to  make  a  night- 
journey  in  search  of  Kinney,  and  en  route  was  treed  by  wolves.  The  Ix^asLs 
kept  him  upon  his  elevated  perch  until  the  next  morning,  when,  benumbed 
with  cold  and  half  famished,  he  descended  and  made  off  for  Kinney's. 
Kinney  undertooi<  the  job  of  sfetting  Humphrey's  family  and  g-oods  H)  i-ielle- 
vue  tor  forty  dollars  and,  with  two  pairs  of  oxen,  tried  it.  lie  was  five 
days  getting  from  Bellevue  to  Vermontville,  but  at.  the  latter  point  only 
commenced  the  real  troubles  of  the  situation.  In  the  language  of  an  early 
historian,  "the  hardships  of  that  journey  were  almost  incredible — ^tugging 
through  swamps,  cutting  out  trees,  getting  across  streams,  in  some  instances 
being  obliged  to  take  the  wagon  apart  and  carry  that  and  the  load  piecemeal 
across  the  swamp,  often  not  making  half  a  mile  a  day.  Snow  fell  during 
the  time,  and  the  cold,  sleety  storms  caused  suffering  in  addition  to  their 
exhausting  labor.  Serenaded  at  night  by  wolves,  tired,  cold  and  \\  et,  for  five 
weeks  th^  struggled  on — and  got  through.  It  cost  Kinney  his  life,  for  he 
was  so  used  up  he  never  recovered.'' 

Joshua  Clark  and  his  son,  Edward,  made  settlements  in  1842;  Joseph 
Howard,  in  1843  •  Henry  P.  Yates,  William  Letts,  James  M.  Crane,  Eleazur 
Murray  and  Nathan  J.  Crane,  in  1845.  The  Cranes  were  stonemasons,  and, 
purchasing  their  lands  ot  Alonzo  Sessions,  paid  him  part  by  laying  stone 
walls,  upon  his  farm. 

In  1848,  B.  W.  Backus  came  to  Berlin  township  and  bought  some  land 
on  section  12.  He  clioppcd  a  year  and  then  went  back  to  New  York,  where 
he  remained  three  years.  In  1852  he  returned  to  Berlin  and  traded  farms 
with  Asa  Houghton,  south  of  him.  He  lived  on  the  Houghton  place  until 
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1879,  when  he  g^ot  his  old  farm  back,  ^^''hen  Mr.  Backus  came  to  the  town- 
ship, in  1848,  he  found  ah-cady  on  the  ground  liis  ncig^hbors,  Lyman  Sim- 
mons, William  Pierce,  William  Lett^  ^nd  Gil)bs  McKnown.  In  1852,  Eiias 
Lillie.  R.  J.  Curtiss,  J.  W.  Looniis  and  Delos  Walker  cauic  in  a  body  as  set- 
liei  -s,  and  ai  1855  D,  i*.  Aldric  bougiit  land  on  section  17,  to  which  he  moved 
in  1856.  Alanson  Youngs  had  been  on  section  17  since  1854,  and  B.  R 
Hines  since  1853.  He  also  found  James  Udell  on  section  18,  and  David 
Peck  on  the  jxlace  later  occupied  by  David  Peck  on  the  place  later  occupied 
by  George  Youngs,  the  latter  having  come  to  it  in  1858. 

South  of  Peck  lake,  settlements  were  slow.  Stephen  Aldrich  was  on 
the  northeast  corner  of  section  30,  and  Lemuel  H.  Potter  on  section  29. 
Isaac  Austin  and  Ehas  Lillie  were  on  section  16,  to  which  came  also  Will- 
iam O.  Sible  in  1857,  and  R.  J.  Curtiss  and  Rufus  Aldrich,  on  section  21. 

Berlin  township  had  no  postoffice  until,  perhaps,  1850,  when  the  New 
Berlin  postotiice  was  established  and  Ali)nzi.>  Sessions  appointed  postmaster. 
William  Jones,  his  successor,  retained  possession  until  1857,  when  the  office 
was  discontinued. 

The  resident  taxpayers  in  Berlin  in  1844  were:    Silas  Adgate,  section 

29,  40  acres;  John  Adgate,  sections  29,  32,  120  acres;  Oliver  Arnold,  sec- 
tion 19,  30,  190  acres;  George  C.  Overhiser,  sections  31,  30,  180  acres; 
Alonzo  Sessions,  administrator  of  estate  of  Philo  Bates,  sections,  5,  17,  28, 

30,  32,  33,  1,253  acres;  Eric  Le  Valley,  section  32,  80  acres;  Caspar  Steigel, 
section  32,  80  acres;  William  Babcock,  agent  for  Silas  Wood,  sections  33, 
32,  50  acres;  Samuel  Babcock,  personal;  Levi  Taylor,  sections  I,  6,  31, 
'45  acres;  John  Hull,  section  19,  89  acres;  Horace  I.  Hull,  personal;  Amos 
B.  Bliss,  section  19,  89  acres:  John  Housman,  Sr.,  section  20,  200  acres; 
]i>hn  Housman.  Jr.,  section  20.  '^^n  acres;  Gide<.)n  C.  Holc<:)rnb,  section  20, 
80  acres;  .Addison  Bowman,  section  20,  40  acres;  Patrick  Hackett.  section 

31,  8ij  acres;  Peter  Hackett,  section  ickj  acres:  Lucius  Babcock,  sec- 
tions 1,  17,  160  acres;  Palmer  H.  Taylor,  personal;  William  Winslow,  sec- 
tion 35,  10  acres ;  John  North,  section  35,  40  acres ;  Joseph  Howard,  section 
35,  80  acres;  Joseph  Babcock,  section  36,  120  acres;  Herman  Babcock. 
sections  32,  36,  120  acres;  John  Woodruff,  section  4,  80  acres;  Benjamin 
Sage,  section  4,  160  acres;  Alexander  Dalziel,  section  5,  120  acres;  Thomas 
L  Marsh,  section  5,  200  acres;  Reuben  W.  Stevens,  section  36^  160  acres; 
B.  D.  Brand,  sections  8,  17,  160  acres;  William  Babcock,  sections  6,  i,  32, 
555  acres;  John  K.  Kneeland,  section  2,  80  acres;  Abtam  Eddy,  section  2, 
40  acres;  Gardner  Eddy,  section  2,  40  acres;  George  H.  Coe,  section  3,  74 
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acres;  David  W orKlruft,  section  3,  40  acres;  Alva  Hill,  section  3,  40  acres; 
Amasa  Sessions,  sections  3,  4,  21,  312  acres;  David  Hull,  section  3,  80 
acres;  David  Hull,  mill-site;  William  Reed,  section  3,  155  acrt- h ;  Kuljert  F. 
iiciii,  secLiou  6,  460  acres ;  Jusliua  Wells,  section  7,  85  acres ,  Xelhon  Bcck- 
with,  section  7,  160  acres;  James  Hunchlin,  section  10,  160  acres;  James 
Lincoln,  section  11,  80  acres;  Nathan  S.  Nichols,  section  30,  80  acres; 
Alvinus  Nichols,  section  12,  80  acres;  William  Pierce,  sections  13,  14,  23, 
200  acres;  Luke  Harwood,  sections  13,  14,  24,  120  acres;  Winslow  Eddy, 
section  14,  40  acres;  John  Foster,  section  14,  80  acres;  David  Peck,  sec- 
tions 17,  19,  20,  243  acres;  B.  D.  Weld,  sections  32,  33,  320  acres;  Asa 
Houghton,  section  22,  80  acres;  Eastman  Russell,  section  26,  40  acres; 
Emory  Russell,  section  27,  160  acres;  Myron  Tupper,  section  27,  136  acres; 
H.  H.  Kibbey,  section  27,  80  acres;  Benjamin  Tupper,  sections  27,  28,  120 
acres,  Hiram  S.  Lee,  section  33,  80  acres;  John  M.  Evans,  section  33,  80 
acres;  Reuben  Haight,  section  35,  105  acres;  J.  D.  Right,  section  35,  80 
acres. 

In  1846  the  votes  cast  numbered  eighty-five.  The  question  of  "license" 
being  before  the  people,  there  was  a  vote  of  thirty-iwo  against  license  and 
eleven  ror  license.  The  names  of  tbe  eighty  rive  voters  are;  Palmer  H. 
Taylor,  Nathan  J.  Crane,  John  L.  Taylor,  Simeon  Welch.  James  Fitch, 
C.  T.  Andrc\vs,  Jdhn  \V.  Crane,  Louden  Andrews,  I'ioberl  Barton,  John 
Tail,  l.iike  Ilarvvuod,  Daniel  Austin,  Joseph  M.  Babcock,  Ira  Carpenter, 
Aiiia.sa  Sessions,  Samuel  Randall,  lienry  iiowlich,  Eleazer  Murray,  Joseph 
H.  Lincoln,  S.  Tanner,  William  D.  Davis,  Eric  Le  Valley,  Nathan  Hannah, 
Charles  T.  Babcock,  Alva  Hill,  Alvin  W.  Nicholls,  George  Townsend,  Will- 
iam Reed,  John  Doty,  Job  S.  Sessions,  George  H.  Coe,  Chauncey  Lincoln, 
William  Doty,  William  Elvert,  Joel  Roberts,  David  Woodruff,  Joshua  Clark, 
Edward  O.  Clark,  William  Babcock,  George  D.  Overhiser,  Stephen  M.  Aid- 
rich,  Rufus  W.  Aldrich,  £.  M.  Ware,  Nelson  Beckwith,  Gordon  Eddy, 
William  R.  Alderman,  William  Winslow,  Oliver  Beers,  Joseph  Cross,  Abram 
Eddy,  Jacob  Bullman,  Nathaniel  Pierce,  Rufus  Smith,  Francis  Humphreys, 
Levi  Taylor,  \\'illiam  Barton,  Chauncey  F.  Arnold^  Almond  Tefft,  Joel 
Dean,  Charles  W.  Fullington,  Gilbert  Crane,  Oliver  Arnold,  C.  B.  Mitchell, 
Samuel  M.  Crane,  John  E.  Morrison,  James  B.  Cook,  Javan  Hall,  Silas 
Adgate,  Winslow  Eddy,  Alonzo  Sessions,  Robert  Hannah,  Henry  Stiles, 
C.  C.  H.  Huggins,  Pbilo  Stevens,  David  Branson,  Herman  Babcock,  Edward 
Butler,  r)a\id  Peck,  James  Barton,  Jesse  Taft,  T<^bn  Adgate,  William  B. 
Lincoln,  Austin  P.  Ware,  Nathan  Nichols,  Lucius  Babcock. 
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The  votes  cast  in  iS  }<>  numhcrcd  sixty-one.  The  n.iines  (if  the  voters 
were;  N.  J.  Crane.  Abrain  Eddy,  Pcleg  Eddy,  William  Reed,  Stephen  M. 
Aldrich,  Thomas  Butler,  Lucius  Babcock,  J.  M.  Babcock,  Francis  llunipb- 
neys,  George  Townsend,  Luke  Harwood,  C.  L.  Babcock,  D.  Mitchell,  Joshua 
Oafk,  Alonzo  Sessions,  William  Babcock,  H.  P.  Gates,  Hiram  Benjamin, 
Gilbert  Crane,  Alva  Hill,  James  D.  Tarbell,  Samuel  Randall,  Sylvester 
Stevens,  O.  Hall,  Siloam  Stevens,  W.  Eddy,  Joel  Dean,  Herman  Babcock, 
Morris  Woodruff,  David  Branson,  William  Elvert,  Edward  Butler,  J.  E. 
Morrison,  Chauncey  Lincoln,  Solomon  Tanner,  James  Fitch,  R.  W.  Aldrich, 
J.  M.  Ware,  A.  P.  Ware,  George  Phillips,  J.  W.  Crane,  C.  B.  Mitchell, 
William  Doty,  W.  Phillips,  D.  Woodruff.  C.  H.  Coe,  Nelson  Austin,  Daniel 
Austin,  J.  S.  Se?sions,  William  Letts.  Hathaway  Randall,  Nathan  Pierce, 
N.  S.  Nichols,  Gardner  F.ddy.  Nelson  Beckwith,  C.  W.  Fnllington,  Asa 
Houghton,  Anson  Young,  D.  W.  Lmcoln,  Samuel  Alderman,  Harvey 
Eidredge. 

SLPERVISORS. 

i839>40,  A.  Sessions;  1841-42,  J.  E.  Morrison;  1843,  C.  W.  Fullington; 
1844-45,  A.  Sessions;  1846,  James  Barton;  1847-49,  Harwood;  1850-52, 
A.  Sessions;  1853,  M.  Balcom;  1854,  A.  P.  Ware;  1855-56,  A.  Sessions; 
1857,  L.  Harwood;  1858-62.  A.  Sessions;  1863-64,  Amasa  Sessions;  1865-66, 
M.  Balcom;  1867,  A.  Sessions;  1868,  M.  Balcom;  1869-70.  A.  H.  Heath; 
1871-73,  A.  Otis;  1874,  A.  Sessions;  1875,  W.  P.  Mitchell;  1876,  A.  Ses- 
sions; 1877-80,  D.  P.  Aldrich:  r88i,  Myron  Balcom;  1882-85,  ^  P-  AM" 
rich;  1886-87-88-89-90-91-92-93-94,  David  Gales;  1895-96,  Edward  Patrick; 
1897-98-99-1900,  Homer  Ad^^ate:  190T-02,  Millard  Mitchell;  1903-04-05-06- 
07,  Chester  Adgate;  J908-09-10-1 1-12,  WiUiam  D.  Bennett ;  1913-14-15-16^ 
John  Waltman. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


BOSTON  TOWNSHIP.. 

All  that  portion  of  the  cnmiiy  oi  iunia  included  in  townships  5  and  6 
iiarlh,  111  range  8  \\e>t,  was.  In  act  approved  December  30,  1837.  organi:^ed 
a*  the  township  of  Boston,  and  the  iirsi  meeting  therein  ordered  to  be  held 
at  the  house  of  Worcester  Eoglish.  The  township  included  the  two  towns 
until  the  act  af^roved  March  15,  1849,  ^  township  5  as  Campbell. 
That  portion  of  township  6  north  of  the  Grand  river  was  annexed  to  Keene, 
February  29,  1844,  and  on  March  17,  1849,  it  was  restored  to  Boston. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens,  in  1837,  to  fix  upon  a  name  for  the  town- 
ship, Whitesboro  and  Whitestown,  in  honor  of  Timothy  White,  Water- 
ford  and  Worcester,  the  last  by  way  of  compliment  to  Worcester  English, 
were  suggested,  but  none  seemed  to  strike  the  popular  fancy  until  Becket 
Chapman  called  out,  "Let's  name  it  Boston."  About  all  at  the  meeting  were 
New  Englanders,  and  Boston  was  so  well  and  affectionately  remembered 
that  with  one  accord  the  sue^srestion  was  adopted,  and  so  the  name  stood. 

The  first  township  meeting  was  held,  as  ordered,  at  Worcester  Kn^- 
lish's  house,  April  5,  78^38.  and  township  officials  chosen  as  follow:  Super- 
visor, C.  S.  Hooker;  clerk.  Jesse  Williams:  highway  e(.)minis:->ioners.  C.  S. 
Hooker,  Worcester  English,  Jeremiah  Stannard;  overseers  of  the  poor, 
Ormand  Hunt  and  James  M.  Tallant;  collector,  David  Whitney;  justices  of 
the  peace,  C.  S.  Hooker,  Worcester  English,  Moses  M.  Gould  and  Timothy 
White;  inspectors  of  the  common  schools,  C.  S.  Hooker,  Jesse  Williams 
and  Albert  Qement;  pathmaster  and  fence-viewer,  Worcester  English. 

It  was  voted  by  the  electors  that  "the  fences  be  five  feet  high  in  this 
town,  and  holes  not  to  exceed  four  inches,  two  and  a  half  feet  from  the 
ground." 

A  Frendmum  named  Jacob  Francisco  and  his  son-in-law,  Ira  A.  Dane, 
were  die  first  to  break  ground  in  Boston,  and,  although  tiiey  did  not  remain 

long  enough  to  be  classed  as  permanent  settlers,  yet  they  were  settlers  while 
they  remained  and  made  rnt  ^Mily  the  first  improvement  in  the  town,  but 
put  in  the  iirst  crop  of  wheat,  which  was  harvested  by  others,  who  came 
(6) 
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afterwards.  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1836  that  Francisco  and  Dane  came  to 
the  town,  in  pursuance  of  an  engagement  with  Robert  Hilton*  of  Grand 
Rapids,  who  owned  considerable  land  in  the  Grand  River  valley  and  who 
hired  Francisco  to  work  some  of  his  land  in  township  6.  The  latter  and 
Dane,  accompanied  by  their  families,  made  a  location  on  section  17,  their 
home  being  destitute  of  either  window,  door  or  fireplace. 

Francisco  and  Dane  sowed  two  acres  of  wheat  later  owned  by  J.  H. 
Allen  in  section  22.  They  also  cleared  three  sections  on  section  17,  where 
they  later  lived.  Early  in  the  next  year  they  bought  land  near  Lowell,  and 
in  March,  1^3 7,  moved  away  with  their  families  to  better  lands. 

The  first  permanent  seltlcnicnt  in  the  township  was  effected  in  that 
portiun  known  as  South  Boston  township.  Tt  was  in  the  spring  of  1836 
that  Timothy  White,  James  B.  Tallant,  Worcester  F.iigli.sH  and  Jesse  Will- 
iams came  west  from  \^ermont  witli  their  families  and  stopped  at  Kalamazoo. 
They  settled  in  Boston  township  and  Worcester  English,  being^  earliest  pre- 
pared to  nngrate,  set  out  for  his  new  home  in  January,  1837.  He  settled 
on  section  21,  where  his  son-in-law  later  lived.  White,  Tallant  and  Williams 
had  come  from  Kalamazoo  the  previous  summer  and  rolled  up  a  log  cabin 
on  the  place  where  he  went  to  housdceeping. 

The  next  after  English  as  a  settler  was  Timothy  White,  whose  advent 
was  made  in  March,  1837.  He  settled  on  section  20,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death  in  1878.  Tallent  and  Williams  followed  in  May.  Tallent  located 
on  section  29  and  Williams  next  to  him  on  the  east.  All  of  the  five  early 
settlers  were  married  the  following  year. 

Becket  Giapman,  of  Tun  bridge,  Vermont,  came  to  Kalamazoo  in  the 
fall  of  1836  to  join  English,  Tallent,  White  and  Williams,  who  were  from 
the  same  town,  and,  learningf  that  they  had  already  secured  land  in  Boston, 
he  concluded  to  make  a  purchase  tlvce  himself.  He  walked  over  with 
Alber  Clement  to  prospect,  and  as  a  result  of  their  explorations  Chapman 
secured  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  28  and  Clement  eighty  acres 
on  section  22.  Both  Chapman  and  Clement  were  unmarried  men  and, 
camping  out  with  .some  settler,  chopped  on  thdr  lands  during  the  summer 
of  1837.  Qement  was  a  surveyor  and  divided  his  time  between  surveying 
and  land-clearing,  as  it  happened. 

On  June  3,  1837,  Jeremiah  Stantiard,  his  wife  and  three  children, 
accompanied  by  Moses  M.  Gould,  his  wife  and  one  child,  settled  in  Boston 
township  to  make  their  future  homes.  Stannard  had  bought,  before  he 
came  on  to  settle,  two  hundred  and  ei^ty  acres  of  land  on  sections  29  and  32. 
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Stannard  and  Gould  each  brought  a  pair  of  hc^r^^e^  upon  their  arrival, 
in  1837,  and  turned  thetii  out  with  bells  oti  their  necks.  Stannard's  horse 
was  not  found  until  in  the  fall,  and  he  then  exchanged  it  for  horned  cattle. 
The  cattle  were  not  satisfied  with  their  new  home  on  account  of  August 
flies  and  finally  fled  to  their  old  home  in  Detroit.  After  a  week's  searching 
they  were  returned  to  their  owners. 

When  the  Stannards  and  Goulds  came  to  the  town  they  found,  besides 
the  dwellers  in  the  English  settlement,  Albert  Clement,  on  section  22; 
Bediet  Chapman,  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  28^  and  David  Whitney, 
on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  27,  all  of  whom  were  bachelors. 
Ormand  Hunt,  who  bought  his  land  at  the  time  Jeremiah  Stannard  bought 
his,  settled  in  1838  upon  section  32,  where  C.  C.  Winegar  later  lived,  and 
on  May  30  of  that  year  Riley  and  Diocletian  Hess  moved  into  a  shanty 
that  had  served  r)a\id  Whitney  as  a  residence,  while  Riley  settled  next 
east  of  Ormand  Hunt.  Diocletian  located  upon  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  28.  Shortly  after  their  coming,  Oliver  Hess  settled  on  section  33, 
previnu?;ly  occupied  by  Lqvi  Nelson,  and  soon  afterward  James  Norris 
located  ujion  section  34, 

Some  time  during-  1837,  James  Hutchinson  came  to  Boston  township 
and  settled  in  ihe  I'^.n^rli^h  sei  1  lenient.  After  a  brief  stay  he  retnriie<1  to 
search  tor  a  car])entcr.  and  returned  with  Marvil  Ciiurch,  who  built  iov 
IlutchinbOti  ilie  first  frame  dwelling  put  up  in  Bostqn.  Hutchinson  could 
not  persuade  his  family  to  undertake  the  rigors  of  pioneering,  and,  abandon- 
ing his  place,  sold  it  in  1840  to  Edson  English  and  Sylvester  Train,  who 
in  that  year  joined  the  settlement. 

The  first  birth  in  Boston  was  that  of  Betsey  Ann,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Moses  M.  Gould ;  she  was  bom  on  October  29,  1837,  being  later  known 
as  Mrs.  J.  A.  Aldrich,  of  Boston  township.  The  second  birth  and  the  first 
of  a  male  child,  was  that  of  Henry,  son  of  Diodetian  and  Lydia  Hess.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hess  were  living  temporarily  in  a  tent  made  of  quilts,  and  in  that 
the  child  was  bom  in  September,  1838. 

The  first  marriage  was  that  of  Sarah  Alden,  the  first  school  teadier 
in  Boston,  to  a  Mr.  Morton,  of  Lyons,  in  1838,  at  Timothy  White's  house, 
Miss  Alden  being  Mrs.  White's  sister.  The  second  wedding  was  that  of 
E.  G.  Williams  and  Susan  Ann  Church,  who  were  married  in  the  spring 
of  1841^  on  the  day  that  Jeremiah  Stannard  set  out  the  twelve  hnndsome 
maples  that  later  enilx^Uished  the  front  of  his  son  Abiel's  residence. 

The  first  death  was  that  of  Timothy,  the  four-year-old  son  of  Riley 
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Hess,  in  July,  183S.  The  father,  a  Baptist  preacher,  although  overwhelmed 
with  grief  at  the  loss  of  his  son,  preached  the  funeral  sermon.  Jesse  Will- 
iams, who  bore  the  coffin  to  the  grave,  was  the  next  person  to  die,  his  death 
occurring  on  August  5,  1838.  Their  remains  were  laid  away  in  family 
lots,  and,  later,  transferred  to  the  South  Boston  township  cemetery. 

The  laying  out  and  clearing  of  the  South  Boston  township  burying- 
ground  and  the  ground  at  Saranac  were  let  on  June  i,  1644,  to  Henry  B. 
Alden  tor  twenty-nine  dollars  each. 

In  the  autumn  of  1836  Joseph  H.  Allen,  of  New  York,  bought  of  the 
government  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  26  in 
Boston.  For  nine  years  he  spent  the  wintars  working  upon  the  place  and 
the  summers  in  farm-work  at  his  home  in  New  York.  Occasionally  he 
brou^t  a  stock  of  clocks  west  with  him,  and  these  he  peddled  to  the  neigh- 
bors, taldng  his  pay  in  chopping;  and  in  that  way  he  managed  to  get  con- 
sideraUe  land  cleared  by  1845,  when,  having  married,  he  brought  his  wife, 
commencing  as  a  settler  in  earnest.  With  them  were  Enoch  Hinman  and 
wife,  coming  by  ox-teams  from  Detroit 

Hinman  rented  of  Jedediah  Brown,  a  bachelor,  the  place  later  owned 
and  occupied  by  J.  H.  Allen,  and  there  the  Aliens  and  Hinmans  were  enter- 
tained by  Brown  the  first  night  after  their  arrival  in  town.  At  first  but 
two  horse  teams  were  in  the  town,  and  one  of  them  was  owned  by  Wor- 
cester English,  to  whom  almost  universal  application  was  made  when  a 
horse  was  needed  f«r  a  hasty  journey  to  Ionia  for  Doctor  Lincoln  on  behalf 
of  a  sick  settler.  The  third  horse  team  was  brought  in  by  David  Gilbert, 
who  came  shortly  after  the  Aliens  and  who  settled  on  section  18.  When- 
ever there  was  a  funeral  the  teams  of  English  and  Gilbert  were  always 
wanted.  In  1845  the  Aliens'  nearest  neighbor  on  the  west  was  Stephen 
Nute,  one  mile  distant;  northeast,  the  nearest  was  James  Hoag,  at  Water- 
ville;  east  was  a  Mr.  Peck,  on  the  township  line;  and  on  the  south  the  Olm- 
steads,  on  the  bank  of  Morrison  lake. 

The  banks  of  Morrison  were  frequented  by  wandering  Indians  as  places 
of  resort,  and  from  time  to  time  they  gathered  there  in  considerable  ntmi- 
bers  to  camp,  Hsh  and  hunt,  but  made  no  attempt  to  establish  villages  there. 

In  1846  Levi  H.  Nels(Xi  came  to  Boston  from  New  York  and  settled 
on  land  in  sections  28  and  33,  on  which  Oliver  Hess  had  girdled  abotit  twelve 
acres.  Hess  moved  to  a  place  near  by,  when  Nelson  came,  and  lived  later 
in  Campbell  township.  West  of  Nel"nn  were  Reverend  Riley  Hess  and 
Diocletian,  his  brother,  and  Ormand  Hunt  beyond  the  Utter.   Becket  Chap- 
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man  and  Arba  Benson  were  on  the  east  North,  there  was  aii  unbroken 
forest  to  the  English  settlement,  and  south,  the  only  structure  north  of  the 
township  line  was  a  log  house  owned  by  the  father  of  Oliver  Hess.  At  a 
later  date  there  came  to  that  neighborhood  C.  C.  Winegar,  William  Post, 
William  Rogers,  William  Dunn  and  George  Walter. 

Cyrus  Peasley,  George  Ellsworth  and  Benjamin  Ellsworth  entered  the 
town  as  settlers  in  1847.  Benjamin  Ellsworth,  who  located  near  Saranac, 
was  one  of  the  early  postmasters  there  and  died  in  1859.  Cyrus  Peasle/s 
home  was  made  on  section  15,  and  George  Ellsworth's,  on  section  15. 
Before  Ellsworth's  arrival.  Nathaniel  Tallaiit  had  dug  a  well  and  put  up 
a  shanty  on  the  placf,  but  beyond  these  the  improvements  were  nothing. 
Mrs.  Ellsworth  said  that  for  six  months  after  <he  came  she  saw  no  one  but 
Indians  except  when  she  went  home.  Their  neighbors  were  Thomas  Mosher, 
on  section  22,  where  Mr.  Mosher  had  quite  a  clearing;  Edward  Carvath, 
Elijah  Pratt,  at  Saranac,  and  a  man  named  McCausland,  two  and  a  half 
miles  westward, 

Stephen  Nute,  already  mentioned,  settled  on  section  27  in  May,  1840, 
and  in  that  year  Richard  Vosper,  Edson,  English,  Sj^vester  Train  and 
Edward  Carvath  came.  Two  years  before  that,  Moses  Gould,  James  M. 
Tallant,  Timothy  White  and  Jeremiah  Stannard  harvested  their  first  crops 
of  wheat,  and  that  summer,  Moses  Gould  carried  to  Dexter's  mill  at  Ionia 
with  his  ox-team  the  first  grist  taken  from  Boston.  There  were  fourteen 
bushels  in  the  grist — ten  belonging  to  Gould  and  four  to  Stannard.  The 
first  wheat  Gould  sold  in  Ionia  he  disposed  of  f  r  *  n  shillings  per  bushel, 
and  for  his  pay  had  to  take  store-trade  and  blacksmithing.  Money  for 
produce  was  then  out  of  the  question. 

J.  F.  Gilley  an<l  G.        Tucker,  on  section  28,  were  among  the  mod-  - 
crately  early  settlers,  as  were  I)a\  id  Lewis,  George  Story  and  T.  F.  Wood- 
bridge.    Reverend  Elbridgc  (iilley,  brother  to  J.  F.  Gilley,  was  for  nianv 
years  a  Baptist  preacher  of  most  excellent  repute  in  Boston  and  neighbor- 
ing townships.    He  settled  in  Boston  on  a  place  improved  by  Ara  Benson. 

Robert  Hilton,  of  Grand  Rapids,  made  large  land  purchases  in  the 
Grand  River  valley  m  1836,  and  in  his  possessions  was  included  a  mill-site 
in  section  24,  on  Lake  creek,  in  Boston  township.  The  mill-site  was,  more- . 
over,  on  the  line  of  the  highway,  known  as  the  Grand  River  ttunpike,  at  ' 
that  time  nothing  more  than  a  path  dirougfa  Boston. 

Hilton  was  convinced  that  the  turnpike  must  of  necessity  become  a  high- 
way of  popular  travel,  and  he  proceeded  to  lay  out  a  town  at  his  mill-site,  . 
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and  christened  it,  appropriately,  Waterville.  Having  laid  out  his  town, 
he  must,  of  course,  give  it  some  sort  of  a  start,  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  project  he  donated  the  mill-site  and  some  adjoining  land  to  one  J.  J. 

Hoag,  of  Oakland  county,  conditioned  upon  Hoag's  erecting  a  saw-mill  at 
that  point.  Like  Hilton,  Hoag  thought  the  (hand  ri\'er  turnpike  would  ]x 
a  great  affair,  and,  promising  for  Waterville  an  important  place  in  the  history 
of  events,  gladly  availed  fiiniscll"  of  llillon  .s  offer.  Tn  1837  P"* 
mill,  which  he  set  in  motion  the  following  year.  Tn  1838  htt  followed  up 
his  mill  enterprise  with  the  opening  o£  a  store,  and  cahnly,  but  coniidently, 
awaited  the  surging  tide  of  travel  which  he  knew  would  flow  over  the  pike 
and  as  a  natural  consequence  push  Waterville  forward  into  a  vall^  of  pros- 
perity. 

Fate  was  against  Waterville,  for,  although  the  surging  tide  did  flow  to 
some  extent  over  the  turnpike,  it  did  not  get  as  far  west  as  Waterville,  and, 
beyond  the  store  and  mill,  that  once  promising  town  never  boasted  the  pos- 
session of  industrial  or  mercantile  enterprises,  while  its  population  could  at 
any  time  be  counted  upon  the  fingers  of  one's  hands.  Being  there,  Hoag 
remained  there,  despite  the  failure  of  his  hopes,  and  eked  out  an  uncertain 
existence  with  his  mill,  although  he  was  a  man  of  considerable  energ)^  and  an 
industrious  worker.  He  lived  at  Waterville  until  his  death,  in  1851,  when  he 
was  killed  by  a  falling  tree.  • 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  ui  the  vicinity  of  Waterville  were  Richard 
Vosper  and  Edward  Carvath.  on  sections  2  ]  and  25:  Lyman  Smith,  Jonah  E. 
Turner,  the  latter  a  stepbrotlier  to  Hoag;  Isaac  Leary  and  Thomas  Barber, 
who,  in  1847,  set  up  a  Uadcsmith  shop  on  iJie  line  of  the  pik^  half  a  mile 
or  so  west  of  Waterville.  About  1S54,  Peck  &  Page  built  a  second  saw-mill 
on  Lake  creek,  in  section  14.  In  1864  the  property  passed  into  the  posses- 
sion of  A.  J.  Moffett,  and  had  in  connection  a  small  madiine-shop.  He  sawed 
hard  and  soft  wood,  and  also  did  planing-woric.  In  that  neighborhood, 
besides  the  Pecks  and  F^ges,  the  early-comers  included  the  Bargers,  Transals 
and  A.  J.  Smith. 

The  resident  tax-payers  of  Boston  in  1844  were :  Albert  Cement,  sec- 
tion 22,  26,  160  acres;  Stephen  Nute,  sections  26,  27.  160  acres;  Alfred 

Austin,  sections  24,  25.  t  15  acres;  Kdward  Car\'aih.  Jeremiah  Peck,  house  lot 
on  section  24;  Hiram  I'enjamin,  sections  15,  23,  24,  120  acres;  George 
Miner,  section  22,  66  acres;  N.  A.  Tallant,  section  15,  80  acres;  Nason  Brant, 
section  11,  160  acres;  Daniel  G.  Abbott,  section  i,  80  acres;  Tares  Stocking, 
saw-mill;  Wiiham  R.  Rose,  section  18,  80  acres;  Cyprian  S.  Hooker,  section 
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II,  30  acres;  Richard  Vosper,  sections  12,  25,  200  acres;  William  Rossiter» 
personal;  Jacob  Pratt,  sections  11,  12,  160  acres;  Jeddiah  and  ilufus  Brown, 
section  22,  80  acres;  D.  Hess,  section  28,  160  acres;  H.  H.  English,  section 
21,  160  acres;  D.  E.  English,  personal;  Edson  English,  sections  8,  21,  20,  238 
acres;  Timothy  White,  section  20,  140  acres;  Harley  B.  Church,  section  30, 
77  acres:  Harvey  Hatch,  section  20,  1 00  acres;  E.  G.  Williams,  section  23, 
46  acres;  Clarissa  Williams,  James  M.  Tallent,  section  23,  120  acres;  Oel 
Train,  personal;  Sylvester  Train,  section  30.  347  acres;  Marvil  Church,  sec- 
tion 20,  Ho  acres;  Norman  Kimball,  seciion  10,  80  acres;  Jeremiah  Stannard, 
sections  23,  32,  280  acres;  Ormand  Hunt,  section  32,  t6o  acres;  Riley  J.  Hess, 
section  32,  80  acre?:  Arha  Benson,  section  3,  40  acres;  O.  J.  Patterson,  sec- 
tion 33,  80  acres:  Beckct  Chapman,  section  28,  160  acres;  James  Norris, 
section  34.  40  acres;  Moses  M.  Gould,  seclioii  21,  22,  154  acres;  Oliver 
Hess,  section  33,  80  acres ;  Lemuel  Train,  section  34,  i6o  acres;  Martin  Camp- 
bell, section  2,  40  acres;  Jeremiah  Campbell,  personal;  Patrick  Campbell, 
personal;  P.  D.  Sneathen,  personal. 

SUPERVISORS. 

T839,  W.  English;  1840,  J.  J.  Hoag;  1841,  M.  Church;  1842,  Edson 
English;  1844,  M.  M.  Gonld;  1845,  Edson  English;  1846,  Timothy  WTiite; 
1847,  I*  H.  Nelson:  1848,  R.  Vosper;  1840,  H.  H.  English;  1850,  A.  Clem- 
ent; 1851.  T.  \A'hite;  1852.  A.  N.  Stannard:  1853-54,  L.  H.  Nelson;  1855, 
G.  Ellsworth;  1856,  L.  H.  Xelson;  i85;-50,  (i,  Ellsworth;  i860.  W.  S. 
Story;  1861,  Stephen  Nute;  1862,  G.  Ellsworth;  1863-64,  C.  H.  Warren; 
1865-67,  A.  S.  Stannard;  1868-1871,  E.  Spencer;  1872-74,  O,  A.  Tagc;  1875, 
A.  B.  Pardee;  188 1,  Edson  P.  Gifford;  1882-83,  A.  B.  Pardee;  1884-85, 
Nathan  F.  Gould;  1886-87-88-89-90-91-92-93,  Henry  Frace;  1894,  Charles 
E.  Huhn;  1895-96,  Henry  Frace;  1897,  Charles  E.  Huhn;  1898-99,  Henry 
Frace;  1900-01-02-03,  George  Gould;  1904-05-06-07-08-09- 10-11-12,  Louis 
C.  David. 

SARANAC  IN  1849. 

The  following  article  was  taken  from  the  SaroMoc  Advertiser  of  April 
16-23, 1914,  atKi  was  contributed  by  J.  F.  Proctor,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 

Boston  township : 

My  father  bought  and  moved  onto  what  is  now  known  as  the  Stevens 
place,  two  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Saranac,  in  the  fall  of  1849.  I  was 
then  a  boy  of  fifteen  years  old. 
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Some  time  in  November  of  that  year  my  cousin,  Joe  Monks,  son  of  James 
Monks,  and  I  visited  Saranac.  We  had  to  cros.-  tht^  nvcr  in  a  canoe,  as 
there  was  no  bridge  there  at  that  time.  There  were  only  a  few  buildings 
there  then.  Ammon  Wilson  kept  a  few  goods  and  Indian  trinkets  in  a  little 
wooden  shacky  aliout  fifty  rods  down  the  river  from  what  is  now  known  as 
Bridge  street,  and  Sam  Wilson  kept  a  tavern  in  a  wood-colored  building  on 
the  northeast  comer  of  Bridge  and  Main  streets.  There  were  only  a  few 
buildings  east  of  these,  one  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  Oiipman  family. 

'  The  first  bridge  across  Grand  river  at  that  place  was  built  in  1850.  It 
was  a  wooden  l^ridgc.  and  the  road  from  the  north  came  down  the  hill  on  the 
place  now  occupied  by  old  Mr.  Green  and  his  son-in-law,  Bence  Kimble,  and 
then  followed  the  bank  of  the  river  to  the  bridge.  At  times  when  the  water 
was  high  it  was  impossible  to  get  to  the  bridge.  Footmen  could  get  over  by 
cliiTibiiig  logs,  and  sometimes  that  was  risky  Inisiness.  At  the  time  the  bridge 
was  built,  the  bridge  crew  would  sometitne^  make  things  lively,  for  by  that 
tinie  one  <ir  iwu  saloons  had  got  started  besides  the  bar  in  Wilson's  tavern, 
i  remember  on  the  Fourth  of  July  they  had  a  big  time  and  "pStinted  the  town 
red.'* .  They  would  go  from  one  drinking  place  to  another  and  make  every 
man  in  the  room  sing  a  song  or  tell  a  story ;  they  were  a  happy  lot.  ^ 

About  this  time  Bamtun  &  Armstrong  put  in  a  large  stock  of  goods  into 
a  new  building  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Bridge  and  Main  streets.  This 
was  the  first  trading  place  of  any  importance  in  Saranac  and  was  appreciated 
by  all  who  lived  in  that  part  of  the  country-. 

Ammon  Wilson  built  a  fine  hotel  on  the  northwest  comer  of  Bridge  and 
Main  streets  in  1853  or  1854.  It  was  a  great  place  for  the  young  people  to 
gather,  'for  he  had  the  best  room  for  dancing  in  that  part  of  Tonia  coimty ;  he 
put  in  a  spring  lloor  in  the  dance  hall,  which  was  noted  for  its  easy  move- 
ment. .  I,  being  something  o{  a  liddlcr  in  those  days,  w  ill  be  remembered  by 
a  few  of  the  old  gray  heads  left  as  giving  ihcm  nnisic  at  those  dances. 

There  are  but  few  left  of  my  companions  01  that  tune,  nearly  all  having 
gone.  Many  were  left  on  the  battlefields  of  the  Civil  War.  I  was  there 
and  saw  the  Saranac  boys  under  command  of  M.  B.  Houghton,  take  the  cars 
for  the  South  and  heard  the  parting  address  given  by  Richard  Vosper  while 
they  stood  in  line  beside  the  railroad  track. 

At  the  time  I  left  the  town  of  Keene  in  1855  there  were  but  few  frame 
buildings,  nearly  all  being  built  of  logs.  Nearly  the  first  frame  house  in 
Keene  was  built  by  John  Butterfield  on  the  Aaron  Pratt  farm,  two  and  one- 
half  miles  north  of  Saranac.   What  happy  gatherings  we  used  to  have  at 
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his  home  and  in  his  sugar  bush  in  the  spring,  going  there  to  eat  sugar  and 
hear  him  sing  songs.  His  father  was  the  first  settler  in  Keene.  I  remember 
Ixhi^f^  at  Sam  Wilson's  ta\  ern  one  time  when  Post  Place,  of  Tenia,  and  a  com- 
panion, IxJth  riding  Indian  ix)tiies,  came  and  rodf  right  into  the  bar  room  and 
called  for  drinks  without  getting  ( .if  their  horses.  After  getting  their  drinks, 
they  COJitinued  on  tlieir  way  tu  T-uwell,  called  Flat  Ixiver  at  tliat  time. 

I  was  married  in  the  fall  of  1^55  to  the  clclesi  daughter  ul  A.  C.  Smith, 
a  well-known  farmer  of  Keene,  and  moved  that  winter  to  Crystal  Lake  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Montcalm  county,  where  my  brother  and  I  took  up  some 
state  land,  where  the  village  of  Crystal  now  is  located.  We  had  to  cut  a 
road  to  our  land,  and  suffered  all  the  trials  of  new  settlers.  Our  trading 
place  was  Ionia  and  our  only  team,  oxen.  It  took  us  four  days  to  make  a 
round  trip.  We  went  to  my  wife's  father's  place,  eight  miles  west  of  Ionia, 
and  stayed  over  night.  I  remember  one  time  when  driving  to  father  Smith's 
place,  when  about  a  mile  west  of  Ionia  (it  was  all  woods  there  and  covered 
with  oak  grubs),  I  heard  someone  singing  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  making  the 
woods  ring:  "Wait  for  the  wagon,  the  old  lumber  wagon,  the  squeaking 
lumber  wagon,  and  we'll  all  take  a  ride."  On  looking  up,  the  singer  I  found 
to  be  my  old  friend.  Pen  Covert,  who  was  picking  up  a  load  of  wood,  poles, 
limb?,  etc..  and  to  think  ihis  was  the  one-time-to-be  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Ionia.  Yes,  it  was  good,  genial  old  Ben,  always  hapi^y.  We  had  a  good 
cliat  and  1  drove  on.  The  place  where  1  found  Ben  was  very  near  where 
the  state  house  of  correction  now  stands.    Tt  was  a  wild  looking  spot  then. 

It  would  be  hardly  proper  to  close  this  account  of  early  life  williout 
some  references  to  the  Indians,  who  were  ntunerous  at  that  time.  It  was 
customary  for  them  to  leave  their  reservation  at  Lowell  to  make  sugar  in 
different  localities  One  of  their  favorite  sugar  places  was  on  the  river  bot- 
toms  where  the  little  creek  empties  into  Grand  river  near  what  is  now  known 
as  Cucumber  Bend,  a  fine  forest  of  maple  trees  covering  the  flats  here.  This 
was  the  favorite  sugar  camp  for  old  Col-mo-sa,  chief  of  the  Flat  River 
Indians.  Every  spring  he  and  his  family  would  come  here  to  make  sugar. 
One  Sunday  several  of  us  concluded  we  wanted  some  warm  sugar  to  eat,  so  > 
we  started  for  the  Indian  camps.  One  of  the  camps  was  occupied  by  ^d 
Manitou,  better  known  as  "Col-mo-sa's  devil."  When  in  sight  of  the  boiling 
place  back  of  the  wigwams,  we  saw  three  or  four  little  papooses  bathing  in 
the  hig  trough  w^here  the  sap  was  stored.  It  was  a  w^arm  day  near  the  clos- 
ing the  season,  and  they  were  having  a  big  time.  We  didn't  want  anv  warm 
sugar  then.    Another  time  when  my  cousin,  Phil  Monks,  and  X,  visited  than 
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in  one  of  their  wigwams,'  a  young  squaw  came  to  get  help  to  cut  down  a 
'coon  tree.  Our  yoxmg  Indian  friends  asked  us  to  go  with  them,  knowing  we 
were  good  choppers.  It  was  not  f^  to  go  and  we  soon  had  the  tree  down. 
It  was  a  big  elm  and  hollow.   Four  'coons  sprang  from  the  top.  The  young 

Indian  and  I  followed  one,  the  old  Indian  another,  and  the  dog  another.  Phil 
and  the  younq-  squaw  got  a  good  start  on  the  fourth,  the  squaw  in  the  lead. 
She  had  ncjt  gone  far  when  her  foot  caught  in  a  limb  and  down  she  went, 
Phil  on  top  of  her.  She  was  ihc  lirst  up  and  soon  had  Llie  'coon  treed,  but 
the  yuuag  Indian  and  I  lo^r  oiub,  for  wc  had  to  stop  and  laugh  at  Phil  and 
the  squaw.  The  old  Indian  shot  his  and  the  dog  treed  his,  so  they  got  three 
of  the  four.  This  was  the  kind  of  pastime  we  youngsters  had  in  those  days, 
but  it  was  as  good  as  attending  a  theater. 

Speaking  of  "Cd-mo-sa's  devil/'  put  me  in  mind  of  an  incident  that  hap- 
pened a  year  or  two  before  we  came  to  Keene.  My  uncle,  Jim  Monks,  lived 
on  the  place  where  Albert  Wells  lix'ed  when  I  last  visited  Keen,  in  a  log  house 
near  the  center  of  the  forty  which  he  owned  at  that  time.  It  was  quite  a 
camping  ground  for  the  Indians  then.  One  day  a  lot  of  them  were  camped 
there  and  old  "Col's  devil"  was  among  them,  full  of  whisky.  He  was  always 
ugly  when  in  liquor.  He  came  to  the  house  and  asked  my  Aunt  Manah  to 
give  him  some  bread.  She  told  him  she  had  none  but  would  let  him  have 
some  when  it  was  baked;  he  asked  again  and  when  she  refused  again  he 
walked  up  and  kicked  her.  Old  Grandfather  Monks,  Uncle  Jim's  father,  was 
there.  He  was  over  seventy-hvc  years  old  and  lame,  hut  when  the  Indian 
kicked  her  he  jumped  and  gral)I)ed  him  and.  the  door  being  open,  threw  him 
out,  but  as  they  passed  through  the  door  the  Indian  struck  at  him  with  his 
knife,  but  missed  him,  the  point  going  into  the  door  jamb. 


CHAPTER  V. 


CAMPBELL  TOWNSHIP. 

( 'ampbcll  was  a  portion  of  B^DSton  township  until  March  15,  1849,  when 
it  was  dftached  by  act  of  Legislalure  and  calli'd  by  its  present  natne  in  respoube 
to  a  general  desire  that  such  honor  lie  paid  to  Martin  and  jcrcnnali  (."aniplvell, 
the  town's  first  settlers.  At  the  meeting  in  Marvil  Church's  house  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  upon  a  name  for  the  proposed  township,  Mr.  Church  put 
forward  the  name  of  Winnifred,  in  remembrance  of  Martin  Campbell's  wife, 
Winnifred,  the  first  white  woman  to  make  her  home  in  the  township.  Mr. 
Church,  reconsidering  the  suggestion^  replaced  it  with  a  proposition  to  call 
the  town  Wanford,  as  less  likdy  to  intrude  upon  Mrs.  Campbell's  distaste 
for  notoriety,  and  yet  enough  like  her  name  to  preserve  its  recollection ;  for, 
said  he,  "Wanford  is  the  next  thing  to  Winnifred."  To  this,  William  Mer- 
cer  replied,  *'Oh,  no,  the  next  thing  to  Winnifred  is  Campbell,"  and  it  was 
thereupon  generally  supported  as  the  name.  Some  person  had  previously 
urged  "Nashville"  as  a  means  of  extending  a  tribute  to  Amasa  Nash,  but  the 
influence  of  Campbell  was  too  strong  to  be  overcome. 

Pending  the  first  township  meetini:^.  Amasa  Nash,  who  was  looking  after 
the  supervisorship,  called  on  Joseph  \\  hitney,  who  he  found  with  William 
Mercer,  ljuildinp,'  tcnce^;.  "I^'rientl  W'hitiics  /'  remarked  Xash,  "vou  are  just 
the  man  tor  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  I  guess  we"ll  have  to  put  you  in." 
"Well,"  replied  Whitney,  "I  don't  want  to  be  either  justice  of  the  peace,  or 
a  holder  of  any  other  ofiice."  "That's  a  pity,'"  was  Xash's  response,  "for  vou 
ought  to  be  willing  to  serve  your  town.  Now,  I'm  not  like  you,  for  I  do 
want  an  office ;  I  want  to  be  supervisor."  William  Mercer,  then  but  a  young 
man,  assured  Nash  they  would  do  all  they  could  for  him,  but,  unknown  to 
Merper  himself,  the  townsfolk  had  decided  to  make  him  their  supervisor,  and, 
as  will  be  seen,  elected  him. 

The  first  township  meeting  was  directed  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Marvil 
.Chiirdh,  and  was  so  hdd  on  tiie  first  Monday  in  April,  1849.   Amasa  Nash 
was  chosen  moderator,  Alexander  H.  Bushnell,  deric,  and  William  Mercer 
and  Hifofcus  R.  Nash,  inspectors.   It  was  voted  that  a  bounty  of  four  dollars 
should  be  paid  for  the  kilUng  of  a  wolf,  that  fifty  doHars  should  be  raised 
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for  highway  jnirposes,  seventy-five  dollars  for  township  expenses^  and  one 
doUar  on  each  pupil  for  the  support  of  the  schools.  The  whole  number  of 
votes  for  township  officers  was  fourteen,  and  the  officers  elected  were  as 

follow:  Supervisor,  Williain  Mercer;  clerk,  A.  H.  Bushnell;  treasurer, 
Amasa  Nash;  justices  of  the  peace,  Alvin  Briggs,  Amasa  Nash  and  Jeremiah 

Campbell ;  school  inspectors,  Wilfiam  Mercer  and  Marcus  R.  Nash ;  highway 
commissioners,  Joseph  S.  VVhiiney,  Calvin  Nash  and  Martin  Cami)bell  ;  over- 
seers of  the  poor.  Marvil  Church  and  Joseph  S.  Whitney  :  constables,  Thomas 
Q.  Frost  and  Ikiiry  Briggs;  overseer  oi  highways,  liUvvin  Nash. 

Campbell  township  lying  in  tiie  southwestern  corner  of  lunia  county, 
is  township  5  north,  of  range  8  west  It  is  bounded  by  Boston  township 
on  the  north,  Barry  county  on  the  south,  Odessa  township  on  the  east,  and 
Kent  county  on  the  west. 

Campbell  township  comprises  good  farming  country,  although  there  are 
many  mills  and  some  swamps.  There  are  several  small  streams,  but  no  water- 
power  worthy  the  name.  Morrison  lake  reaches  over  from  Boston  and  takes 
up  a  portion  of  section  2.  Peddler  lake,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town- 
ship, is  said  to  have  taken  its  name  from  the  circumstance  of  a  peddler  having 
l)een  drowned  therein  at  some  time  in  the  early  days.  The  town  boasts 
three  postoffice?  and  two  hamlets,  known  respectively  a^  Clarksville  and 
Campliel!.  It  has  nu  raih'oad  facilities  uithin  it>  borders,  Init  finds  market 
towns  and  railway  stations  within  easy  distances  at  Hastmgs,  Lowell  and 
Saranac. 

From  1840  to  1847,  Campbell  township  contained  but  one  family  of 
settlers,  and  they  were  for  some  years  what  are  commonly  known  as  "squat- 
ters." Previous  to  1840  no  white  man  had  penetrated  the  present  six  miles 
square  called  Campbell  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  settlement  therein.  One 
reason  for  the  delay  in  opening  up  that  portion  of  the  coimtry  may  have  been 
because  settlers  preferred  to  keep  near  the  river,  which,  in  the  absence  of 
roads,  was  the  only  fairly  convenient  method  of  communication  with  the 
outer  world;  and  another  reason  may  have  been  found  in  the  fact  that  Camp- 
bell was  somewhat  rons^Ht  and  swampy.  At  all  events,  it  is  certain  that  the 
township  was  not  occupied  to  any  extent  until  the  adjacent  river  townships 
were  pretty  well  dottecl  with  inhal>itants. 

The  pioneers  in  Campbeirs  settlement  appear  to  have  Ih^ph  two  brothers, 
Jeremiah  and  Martin  Campljcll,  who  came  over  irom  Ireland  and  set  out 
late  in  1840  for  Michigan,  where  they  proposed  to  become  husbandmen. 
Martin  had  a  wife  and  family,  but  Jeremiah  was  a  bachelor.   Between  them. 
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they  had  fourteen  head  of  cattle,  a  few  pigs,  and  a  comfortable  sum  of  money, 
the  larger  share  of  the  possessions  belonging  to  Jeremiah.  Driving  their 
stock  before  them,  they  came  presently  to  the  Ginton  trail,  which  they  fol> 
lowed  until,  on  Christmas  day,  they  reached  section  2  in  township  5  north, 
of  range  8  west,  where,  conduding  to  "squat,"  they  came  to- a  permanent  halt 
with  their  goods  and  chattels.  They  may  have  stepped  there  because  they 
were  tired,  or  they  may  have  seen  something  about  the  lay  of  the  land  that 

.V  ut  a  desirable  place  of  settlement.  But  the  fact  that 
they  squattd  upon  the  land  and  failed  to  make  a  purchase  of  it  until  some 
years  afterward  indicates  that  they  chose  the  locality  because  of  the  distance 
from  human  habitations,  as  well  as  for  the  promise  apparent  that  they  were 
not  likely  to  be  disturbed  ver>'  soon.  As  to  the  g-eneral  circumstances  of  the 
coming  of  the  rampbells,  their  settlenuiit,  and  their  exi)erieuces  after  they 
did  settle,  the  historian  can  give  but  vannc  inturmaticin  at  Ixst,  since  there  is 
now  in  the  town  not  one  of  their  descemiaiits,  Martin  m(»ve(l  to  Cahfornia 
in  the  days  of  the  gold-hunting  era,  and  Jeremiah,  after  living  in  Campbell 
a  bachelor's  life  all  his  days,  died  in  1878,  a  very  old  man. 

The  Campbells  were  by  no  means  energetic  pioneers,  but  were  rather 
content  to  maintain  an  easy  existence,  satisfied  to  gain  a  meager  living  with- 
out worrying  themselves  to  clear  land  or  weary  themselves  with  arduous 
labors.  They  lived  in  a  shanty,  raised  a  few  swine,  tilled  the  soil  sufficiently 
to  supply  their  own  wants,  and  for  the  rest  deferred  the  exercise  of  more 
emphatic  industry  until  the  country  should  becom^  populated  and  furnished 
with  better  conveniences  for  transporting  agricultural  products.  For  seven 
years  they  lived  an  isolated  existence,  far  from  civilization,  and  (jrobably  not 
at  all  solicitous  to  be  any  nearer.  The  only  road  they  had,  besides  the  Ginton 
trail,  was  a  slrag,e:h"ntr,  rough  path  to  Saranac,  whither  they  went  once  in  a 
while  to  buy  such  necessaries  as  were  absolutely  imperative. 

In  1S47,  or  seven  years  after  the  advent  of  the  Campl)ell«.  the  towTi 
received  its  first  healthful  push  forward  in  the  wav  of  pioneer  develojiment, 
for  it  was  not  until  that  year  that  it  gained  settlers  who  took  hold  with  a 
will,  as  if  they  intended  to  do  something  towards  conquering  the  forest 
wilds.  Oliver  Hess  had  come  over  from  Boston  in  1846  and  put  up  a  shanty 
on  section  8^  but  he  did  not  stop  long  enough  or  do  enough  to  be  regarded  as 
a  permanent  settler  then.  He  came  bade  in  after  years  and  moved  to  the 
place  he  first  improved. 

The  settlers  of  1847  were  Amasa  Nash  and  Marvil  Church.  Church 
was  a  carpenter  and  came  from  New  York  state  to  Boston  township  in  1839, 
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to  build  for  James  liutchuison  the  tirsL  iiauic  house  put  up  in  Boston.  He 
hved  in  fioslon  and  other  localities  until  May,  1847,  when  he  moved  to  sec- 
tion 10  in  CampbeU,  where  he  had  bought  land.  When  he  came  to  take  pos- 
session, he  found  on  section  10  the  body  of  a  log  house  that  had  been  put 
up  by  Amasa  Nash,  who  was  then  gone  for  his  family.  Two  weeks  after 
Church  had  moved,  Nash  came  back  with  his  family  and  moved  into  the 
roofless^  doorless  and  windowless  catMn. 

As  soon  as  Nash  and  Church  got  fairly  domitiled  they  took  measures 
for  the  construction  of  a  decent  road,  that  would  let  them  out  to  some  base 
of  supplies.  After  the  road  matter  was  arranged,  diey  turned  towards  the 
task  of  clearing  the  land.  Mr.  Nash,  who  had  been  pioneering  in  the  state 
since  T836,  had  the  assistance  of  his  four  sons,  Calvin,  Marcus,  Charles  and 
jtuiwin,  each  of  whom  l:)ecame  himself  a  settler  in  a  short  time. 

Next  in  order  after  the  Campbell,  Nash  and  Church  faitulies,  the  settle- 
ment was  increased  during  1847  J'J'^cph  Whitney,  with  whom  came  Wil- 
liam Mercer,  his  nephew.  Mr.  Mercer  spent  a  year,  1842  to  1843.  in  Boston 
township,  in  the  employ  of  James  J.  Hoag,  at  Water ville.  In  1843  he 
returned  to  New  York  state,  and  did  not  come  to  Michigan  again  until  he 
accompanied  Mr.  Whitney  to  Campbell  in  1847. 

A.  H.  Bushnell,  who  came  from  Oakland  county  in  1848  to  section  2  in 
Campbell,  found  in  the  township  the  Campbells,  Marvil  Church,  Amasa  Nash, 
Alvin  Briggs,  Joseph  Whitney  and  Mr.  Nash's  sons,  Calvin,  Marcus,  Edwin 
and  Charles.  These  settlecs  lived  upon  sections  2,  3,  10  and  15.  South  of 
section  15  there  had  been  no  attempt  at  settlement,  and  no  commencement  in 
the  township  except  upon  the  four  sections  named. 

In  June,  1S53,  Maxwell  Ludlow  and  his  son,  Horace,  located  upon 
sections  20,  and  Mr.  Fish  found  them  there  when  he  arrived.  Upon  section 
18.  Darius  Freeman  settled  in  October,  1853.  Tie  came  with  his  family  by 
tlie  way  of  Bowne,  and  on  account  of  having  to  cut  a  road  to  his  place 
from  a  point  a  half  mile  west  ijf  the  county  line,  was  a  week  in  finishing  the 
job,  although  liberally  assisted  by  neighboring  settlers.  He  was  engaged 
six  weeks  in  putting  up  a  shanty.  His  family  meanwhile  stopped  in  Bowne, 
and  when  th^  did  move  into  their  cabin  old  blankets  had  to  be  hung  in  doors 
and  windows,  and  it  was  surely  a  lonesome,  dreary  and  about  half-finished 
human  habitation.  Freeman's  nearest  neighbor  at  the  period  of  his  settle- 
ment was  Mathew  Hammond,  one  mile  and  a  half  eastward.  Directly  north 
and  south  there  was  not  an  inhabitant  in  the  town.  The  only  road  in  his 
vicinity  was  the  one  he  cut  out  to  get  to  his  land.  There  had  been,  a  half-mile 
to  the  westward,  a  road  running  off  toward  Hastings,  but  at  that  time  it  was 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


95 


washed  out  and  dioked  up,  and  consequently  was  impassable.  They  had  a 
pretty  hard  and  lonesome  time  and  the  wolves  used  to  howl  about  their  shanty 
at  night  until  it  seemed  as  if  living  in  the  woods,  away  from  human  beings 
surrounded  by  wild  beasts,  and  compeUed  to  work  like  beavers  for  the  sim- 
plest necessaries  of  life,  was  too  much  for  flesh  and  blood  to  endure.  Thty 
stood  it,  however,  and  when  affairs  began  to  brighten  and  the  country  began 
to  fill  up  th^  were  prepared  to  appreciate  the  more  pleasant  condition  of 
things. 

About  the  fall  of  1854  the  neighbr  rhm  d  grew  more  populous  and  saw 
the  coming  of  W.  G.  Forman^  followed  by  Leander  Hooper,  Mr.  Hoover, 
D.  C.  Hooper,  the  Coons,  Osborns,  C.  H.  Curtiss,  Edward  Minard,  Isaac 
Gibson  and  others.  Mr.  Freeman  died  in  1873.  upon  the  first  place  he  occu- 
pied. Over  ill  ffte  Frsh  neighlKuliOod,  the  settlers  in  1853  included  Orrin 
Burleigh,  in  section  20,  and,  on  Duck  creek,  Lyman  Stillwcll  and  Edward 
Hayes.  In  1854,  Nathan  Totld  came  to  section  16  fur  a  settlement,  and, 
tinding  no  road  leading  to  his  place,  made  one  as  fast  he  could.  Over 
on  the  east  township  line,  in  section  24,  John  Ryder  settled  in  1850  upon  the 
place  occupied  by  Wallace  Lovewell,  whose  father  ranked  aniong  the  earliest 
settlers  in  Woodland,  Barry  county.  In  1853,  Stephen  White,  with  his 
three  sons,  William  H.,  Amasa  and  Sanford,  made  settlements  upon  sections 
I  and  2.  Leroy  A.  Scoville  located  in  1854  upon  land  in  section  3,  first 
improved  by  Tliomas  Q.  Frost.  In  the  spring  of  1854,  Alva  McCormick 
moved  to  the  place  in  section  10  first  settled  by  Marvil  Church,  who  in  that 
year  made  a  change  to  section  5.  In  November,  1854,  Elijah  Trowbridge 
came  to  section  4  and,  previous  to  Elijah's  coming  by  a  few  months,  his 
brother,  Elisha,  settled  upon  section  5,  in  which  neighborhood  also  James 
Trowbridge,  WilUam  Trowbridge,  Jesse  Drew  and  Jacob  Baumgardner  made 
settlements  about  the  same  time. 

The  first  school  in  Campbell  township  was  taught  by  Sarah  Piatt,  in  a 
log  building  erected  by  the  Nash  brothers  and  occupying  a  site  on  Marvil 
Church's  land  in  section  10. 

The  tirst  child  horn  in  Campbell  township  was  John,  son  of  Martin 
Canipl)ell^  whose  birth  was  in  TS43.  The  first  death  was  that  of  John  Calvin 
Church,  son  of  Marvil  Church.  He  died  in  1851  and  was  buried  upon  his 
father's  farm,  whence  his  remains  were  subsequently  removed  to  the  Boston 
bur)  ing  ground.  The  first  niill  was  a  saw-mill  erected  on  Duck  creek,  on 
the  site  now  known  as  Gifford's.  The  water-power  never  was  of  mudi 
value,  and  in  dry  seasons  failed  utterly. 

Campbell's  first  physician  resident  in  the  town  was  one  Doctor  Lyon, 
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who  came  l>efure  iKfjo  and  departed  after  a  In  ief  residence.  Nelson  Wixon, 
living  at  Campbell  postoliicc.  w  as  an  early  settler  in  Boston,  and  in  1861  began 
to  practice  medicine  in  CanipU;!!. 

In  1868,  Chauncey  Townsend,  living  on  the  eastern  township  line,  com- 
mitted suicide  to  escape  what  he  was  pleased  to  term,  "a  world  of  care." 
Domestic  trouble  was  supposed  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  affair.  While  at 
Saranac  one  day  he  bought  a  dose  of  poison,  and  en  route  towards  his  home 
swallowed  the  fatal  draught.  By  the  time  he  reached  his  residence  he  was 
dying,  and  breathed  his  last  shortly  after. 

The  resident  taxpayers  in  Campbell  township  in  1849  were:  Amasa 
Nash,  section  10,  80  acres;  Calvin  Nash,  section  10,  120  acres;  Marcus  R- 
Nash,  section  15,  80  acres;  Marvil  Church,  section,  80  acres;  Jeremiah 
Campbell,  section  3,  80  acres;  Martin  Campbell,  section  2.  40  acres;  A.  H. 
Rushnell.  section  2,  80  acres;  C.  M.  Bushnell,  section  11,  80  acres;  Thomas  Q. 
Frost,  section  0,  40  acres;  Henry  Briggs,  section  9,  40  acres;  William  Mercer, 
section  15,  80  acres;  Joseph  S.  Whitney,  section  15,  120  acres. 

At  the  general  election  of  N(i\'cnil)er  6,  1849,  the  \otes  cast  numbered 
nine,  as  follows;  Amasa  Nash,  A.  fl.  Bushnell,  Jeremiah  Camptell,  William 
Mercer,  Calvin  Nash,  Marcus  R.  Nash,  Edwin  Nash,  Martin  Campbell  and 
Orson  Hatdi. 

At  the  general  election  in  1850  the  voters  numbered  sixteen.  They 
were  as  follow:  Alvin  Briggs.  Thomas  Q.  Frost,  Calvin  Nash,  Edwin 
Nash,  Charles  Nash,  Joseph  S.  Whitney,  Jacob  Brotherton,  Judson  Hilton, 
Morris  J.  Hammond,  A.  H.  Bushnell,  James  G.  Bushnell,  Marvil  Church, 
William  Mercer,  Jeremiah  Campbell,  Amasa  Nash  and  Martin  Campbell. 

In  1854  there  were  forty-two  voters,  whose  names  were :  James  Dakin. 
R.  D.  ITndson,  Chaunccy  Townsend,  Hiram  Kirby,  John  Niles,  James  G. 
Bushnell,  David  Demera,  Abram  Ketcham,  A.  S.  White,  O.  W.  Stover,  George 
W.  Groves,  M.  j.  Hammond,  Scth  Whitney,  M.  R.  Nash,  D.  S.  Curdy, 
Charles  Darby,  Stephen  White.  Henry  Groves,  Rol:>ert  Chnrch,  John  V.  Coon. 
Marvil  Church,  Orson  Hatch,  L'.dwin  Doty,  Joseph  S  Whitney,  T.  W.  Noyes, 
Maxwell  Ludlow.  C.  C.  Vantassel.  A  11.  Bushnell.  James  F.  Chamlx^rs,  C. 
M.  Bushnell,  iVlvin  McCormiek,  Trumen  Darby,  Martin  Campbell,  Jeremiah 
Campbell,  James  Bushnell,  Alvin  Briggs,  Hiram  K.  Noyes,  N.  K.  Noyes, 
Jesse  Drew,  Amasa  Nash,  H.  L.  Brown  and  David  Stover 
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SUPERVISORS. 

1850-51,  Williani  iMercer;  1852,  O.  Hatch;  1853,  W.  Mercer;  1H54,  M. 
Ludlow;  1855,  J.  Dakin;  1856,  A.  H.  Bushiidl;  1857,  C.  C  Vantassel;  1858, 
A.  A.  Merrill;  1859,  M.  T.  Merrill;  i860,  H.  R.  Brown;  1861,  E.  D.  Jcn- 
mings;  1862,  J.  Sinclair;  1863-64,  E.  H.  Whitney;  1865-66,  W.  Scott;  1867, 
N.  Wixon;  1868-69,  J-  B.  Post;  1870-72,  E.  H.  Whitney;  1873-74,  L.  P. 
Townsend;  1875-76,  J.  M.  Lawson;  1877,  J.  B.  Post;  1878,  C.  Sullivan; 
1879,  C.  L.  Howard;  1881-85,  John  Mick;  1886-87,  Christian  Walters;  1888, 
John  Mick;  1889,  Thomas  Parks;  1890,  John  Mick;  1891-95,  Thomas  Sparks; 
1894-95-96,  John  Mick  ;  1897,  Isaiah  Long,  to  the  present  time. 

CLARKSVILLE. 

In  1875,  C.  L.  Howard  built  a  sturc  at  the  corners  between  sections  3 
and  io,  where  there  was  already  a  wagon  shop,  grange  hall,  etc.,  and.  without 
delay,  secured  a  |)osioftice  for  the  place,  and  was  christened  "Clarksville" 
after  Howard's  christian  name  of  ("lark. 

Mr.  Howard  was  store-keeper  and  postmaster  at  Clarksville,  which  con- 
tained also  a  second  store,  owned  by  Otis  S.  Richards.  There  were  also  two 
physicians  in  that  locality  and  in  the  second  story  of  Mr.  Howard's  store 
tniilding  a  Wesl^an  Methodist  class  met  regularly  once  in  two  weeks  for 
public  worship.  There  was  a  daily  mail  to  and  from  Oarksville  postoffice, 
which  lay  on  the  route  between  Hastings  and  Lowell. 

It  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Oarksville  that  the  Campbells  located  in 
1840,  and  near  there  also  the  Nash  and  Church  families  settled  seven  years 
later. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

DANBY  TOWNSHIP 

On  May  19,  1845,  township  5  north,  in  range  5  west,  was  detached  from 
Portland  and  organized  by  Danby  township.  The  name  was  bestowed  by 
Charles  G.  Brooks  in  remembrance  of  Connecticut,  whence  he  came.  There 
was  a  desire  to  christen  the  township  Brookstown,  but  there  being  another 
place  in  the  state  of  that  name,  the  idea  was  abandoned.  The  lirst  township 
meeting  was  held  at  tlie  house  of  Chancellor  fiarringer  on  the  7th  of  April, 
1845.  Abijah  F.  Scoft;  WiUard  L.  Brooks,  William  Cronkrite  and  Lorenzo 
Sears  were  chosen  inspectors,  and  John  Compton,  clerk.  Twenty-six  votes 
were  ca^t,  and  the  foflowiiig  otficials  chosen  :  Treast^rer,  ( "harles  G.  Rronks : 
justices  of  the  jieacc,  Afathcw  Davenport,  Wilhiini  (>onkriie,  Henry  Jones 
and  Lurtiiz'.)  Scars;  highway  coniin:>>ioner>,  ( )s*,-ar  P.  Schoff,  Elkanah 
Drake;  school  ini.pcctor6,  VVilliani  (  Vonkrite  and  Oscar  P.  Schoff;  overveers 
»  of  the  poor.  Alpha  David.  W.  L.  Brooks;  conviables,  Elkanah  Drake,  Afi>ha 
David;  assistant  assessor,  W  illard  L.  Brooks;  overseers  of  highways,  George 
S.  David,  John  D.  Brown,  Willard  L.  Brooks,  Alpha  David,  John  New- 
some,  Mathew  Davenport  and  George  A.  Kilbum. 

Danby  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Clinton  county,  on  the  south  by  Eaton 
county,  on  the  west  by  Sebewa  township  and  on  the  north  Ijy  Portland  town- 
ship. <The  Grand  river  meanders  through  this  township  in  very  eccentric 
course.  It  divides  the  township  into  two  nearly  equal  parts  and  toudies 
seventeen  of  the  thirty-six  sections  in  the  township,  as  follow :  24,  25,  26. 
23,  27,  22,  15,  16.  21,  28,  20,  17,  18,  8,  9,  4  and  5.  The  Looking  Glass  river 
cuts  across  the  northeast  comer,  and  Seljewa  creek  runs  throu^  s^icms  30 
and  31.  to  re-enter  on  section  19  and  empty  into  the  Grand  river.  Thus  the 
township  has  an  abundance  of  water  and  these  streams  afford  excellent 
facilities  not  only  for  mill  power,  but  also  provide  excellent  means  of  drain- 
age for  the  lanns. 

The  lirst  settler  in  Danby  township  was  probably  Chancellor  Barrincrer. 
who  is  said  to  have  located  as  early  as  1835  in  section  5,  upon  a  piece  of 
land  owned  by  .\.  S.  Wadsworth. 

In  18.^6  Asher  Killnirn  iucated  in  the  bend  of  the  Grand  river  on  sec- 
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tion  8,  and  worked  a  piece  <>!'  land  helr-nging  to  a  Mr.  Jones,  ot  Detroit.  In 
the  same  year  the  first  scttleinent  \va<  made  on  the  south  side  of  the  (>rand 
river  by  Wilhatii  and  John  I  'runkrite,  who  made  purchases  of  considet  a?>le 
land  aloni;  ti  e  river  and  in  the  sinuiner  ul  put  up  a  calnn  on  section  21. 

In  the  tall  the  brotiiers  Cronkrite  returned  eastward,  ami  in  the  spring  of 
1837  William  came  back  to  Danby  with  his  family  for  a  permanent  settle- 
ment, while  John,  his  brother,  concluding  that  he  did  not  want  to  become  a 
Michigan  pioneer  after  all,  went  to*  Texas,  where  he  was  killed. 

With  William  Cronkrite,  liesides  his  own  family,  came  Chester  Gleason, 
whom  he  brought  as  a  farm-hand,  with  his  family,  and  John  Compton, 
Cronkrite's  brother-in-law.  Gleason  became  afterwards  a  settler  himself, 
but  in  Portland  township.  Compton  was  out  on  a  land-looking  expedition 
and,  while  making  a  selection,  lived  in  a  rude  shanty  of  Gleason's.  Comp- 
ton selected  land  on  section  33  and  hired  Benjamin  Silsbee  to  convey  his 
family  and  goods  to  Michigan.  Daniel  Hull,  Compton's  father-in-law,  came 
with  him  and  brought  a  bushel  of  apple  seeds,  which  he  planted  and  pro- 
duced the  first  orchard  in  the  township.  Compton  claims  to  have  built  the 
first  frame  barn  in  the  township  in  1839. 

Mr.  Compton  grew  to  f>e  a  man  of  considerable  consequence  in  the 
settlement,  and,  be-ides  beiiii^"  ihe  moving  spirit  in  the  pioneer  relig'ions 
ort^anization,  the  tirst  postmaster  and  a  preacher  and  teacher  amoui^  the 
Indians  in  Danbv,  was  recotcmzed  among  the  whites  as  possessing  consid- 
erahle  medic  al  skill.  Duriiit:  the  fever  and  ague  seasons  he  was  besieged 
by  nisht  and  iiy  day  with  call-  f'>r  medical  help. 

In  the  spring  of  1837  the  noithern  portion  of  the  township  received 
also  further  additions  to  its  settlement  in  the  families  of  Charles  G.  and 
Willard  L.  Brooks,  who  settled  on  section  3. 

Isaiah  'G.  Frost  came  to  the  town  with  his  family  on  the  14th  of  July, 
1837,  located  a  home  on  section  11.  Mr.  Frost  found  in  that  part  of 
the  township  Abijah  Schoff  on  section  i,  Willard  and  Charles  G.  Brooks  on 
section  3,  and  Asher  Kilbum  on  section  8.  Schoff  came  in  1837,  the  place 
he  occupied  later  including  the  farm  of  R.  G.  Abbey,  on  the  southeast  quar« 
ter  of  section  i.  Among  Mr.  Schoff's  farm  hands  was  A.  C.  Davis,  a  far- 
mer on  section  3,  and  one  of  the  early  comers  to  Portland,  where  he  took  a 
hand  in  the  pioneer  saw-min  business. 

In  the  Frost  neighborhood  the  early  settlers  included  Horace  Peake  and 
his  brother,  Chester  Davenport.  John  Storm,  A.  J.  Potter  and  the  Barnards. 
For  about  ten  years  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Frost  there  were  but  few  addi- 
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ticms  to  the  settiement  where  he  lived,  except  from  1S44  to  1848,  when  he 
was  county  treasurer. 

Among  the  early  settlers  south  of  the  river  were  John  D.  Brown, 
Nathan  H.  Wyman,  James  D.  Norris,  EHas  Bailey,  Benjamin  Homer,  Joshua 
Bailey,  James  Bums,  J.  R.  David,  P.  R.  Comfort,  E.  O.  Miner,  H.  H. 
AUman,  Loren  Sears,  Patrick  Murtaugh  and  Isaac  DeWitt.  Caleb  Fulker- 
son,  who  came  with  John  Compton  as  a  farm  hand  in  1837,  settled  in  a  little 
while  on  section  32. 

Portland  was  the  milling  place  for  all  of  Danby's  early  settlers.  Thoce 
living  in  the  north  were  especially  fortunate  in  being  able  to  get  to  mill  with- 
out much  trouble  and.  what  made  matters  more  agreeable  in  that  direction, 
Willard  Brooks  and  A.  F,  Bell  laid  a  road  about  1838  from  Portland  up  by 
the  Brooks  settlement. 

The  first  birth  in  Danby  wa?  that  of  Jane  E..  daiipfhtcr  of  John  Comp- 
ton. She  was  born  on  April  30,  1838,  and  lived  later  in  r.aion  county.  The 
second  birth  was  that  of  Charles  Brooks,  August  28,  1838. 

It  is  alleged  by  some  that  the  first  death  was  that  of  the  wife  of  Abijah 
.  Schoff,  who  died  some  time  in  1838  and  was  buried  on  her  husband's  farm 
on  section  i.  It  is,  however,  strongly  probable  that  the  first  death  was  that 
of  Martha,  ^ughter  of  William  Cronkrite.  She  was  five  years  old  and  was  . 
burned  td  death  in  a  flaming  brush  heap.  William  Cummings  was  the  first 
man  twried  who  was  lowered  into  the  grave  by  means  of  a  halter. 

The  first  postofBce  established  in  Danby  township  was  Danby  post- 
office,  in  1844.  John  Compton  was  appointed  the  first  postmaster  and 
remained  in  charg-e  for  about  twenty  years  thereafter,  except  for  the  space 
of  two  years,  when  jolin  T.  Cahooii  was  the  incumljent.  Among  Compton's 
other  successors  were  Redding  Sargent,  J.  R.  David,  John  Hovey  and  Sam« 
uel  F.  David. 

When  the  whites  bej^n  to  settle  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  in  Danljy 
they  found  on  the  river,  in  section  22,  an  Indian  village  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  Ottawas  and  Chippewas.  These  Indians  seemed  to  have  chosen  the 
place  as  a  permanent  habitation,  or  at  all  events  as  a  locality  where  th^ 
remained  steadily  for  some  montiis  each  year. 

The  Indians  cultivated  quite  a  patch  of  land  on  the  river  side  in  seo- 
tion  22  and  got  along  tmtil  about  1846,  when  Manasseh  Hickey,  a  Methodist 
missionary,  ventured  among  them  in  the  hope  that  he  might  do  somettut^ 
-towards  converting  them  to  Christianity.  He  returned,  leaving  with  them 
the  interpreters  he  brought  with  him.  They  empowered  Hidcey  to  buy  land 
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for  them,  and  he  made  at  once  a  purchase,  of  Mr.  Fitch,  of  Portland,  of  otic 
hundred  and  eight  acres  in  the  bend  of  the  river  in  section  21.  The  village 
took  the  name  ol  Mishshiminecon,  in  remembrance  of  the  old  village  on 
section  22.  Shortly  after  locating  in  their  new  village,  Hickey  obtained 
some  financial  assistance  from  a  benevolent  lady  in  New  Yoik  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  mission  house.  The  house  was  divided  into  two  apart*, 
ments,  one  for  school  and  church  services,  and  the  other  the  residence  of 
the  teacher.  The  Indians  remained  in  Mishshiminecon  and  prospered  until 
about  1856,  when,  under  act  of  Congress,  they  were  removed,  along  with 
other  bands,  to  the  reservations  of  northern  Michigan. 

The  resident  taxpayers  of  Danby  in  1845  were:  William  L.  Brooks, 
section  3,  160  acres;  Charles  G.  Brooks,  sections  2,  3,  160  acres;  John  B. 
Brown,  section  32,  80  acres;  Chancellor  Barnnger,  section  22,  97  acres; 
Elias  Bailey,  section  25,  80  acres;  Henry  Cummings,  section  35,  100  acres; 
William  Conkrite,  section  28;  200  acres;  John  Compton,  sections  33,  34, 
240  acres:  Georg-e  S.  David,  section  3^.  60  acres;  Alpha  D;nid,  section  28, 
80  acres;  Elkanah  Drake,  section  30.  40  acres;  Mathew  Davenport,  section 
II,  320  acres;  George  Davenport,  section  12,  t20  acres:  Chester  Davenport, 
section  12.  120  acres;  John  Evens,  Personal.  Renben  Hopkins,  section  6,  40 
acres;  Benjamin  Horner,  section  26,  160  acres;  James  N,  Abrey,  section  6, 
So  acres;  Henry  Jones,  section  31,  40  acres;  Asher  Kilburn,  sections  8,  9, 
!/»  936  acres;  Erastns  P.  Miner,  section  29,  80  acres:  Tames  Nicholson, 
sections  i,  12,  €9,  j6o  acres;  A.  F.  Schoff,  sections  1,  12,  240  acres;  Lorenzo 
Sears,  sections  30,  31,  200  acres;  Charles  Sutherland,  section  12,  80  acres; 
Nathan  W3mian,  section  30,  80  acres ;  James  Bums,  section  29,  40  acre. 

Danby  has  only  had  one  village  within  its  limits.  This  was  known  as 
Cornell  and  was  laid  out  in  section  19  by  Pierce  G.  Cook,  an  agent  for 
Elizabeth  Cornell,  of  New  Jersey.  It  was  platted  April.  11,  1867,  and  con- 
tained ninety-six  lots.  Although  Cornell  village  never  attained  any  size 
itself  and  soon  ceased  to  exist  as  an  individual  town,  it  gave  rise  in  a  short 
time  to  the  creation  of  the  village  of  Sebewa  in  the  township  of  the  same 
name.  Sebewa  hasi  alsd  been  platted  in  Danby  township. 

♦ 

SUPERVISORS. 

» 

1846,  no  record;  1847,  William  Cronkrite ;  1848,  no  record:  1849-57, 
William  Cronkrite:  1858-60,  J.  C.  Smith;  t86i,  M.  Baker;  1862-64,  J-  C. 
Smith;  1865.  D.  Taylor;  1866,  T.  Pryer;  1867,  J-  Storm;  1868-69,  C.  W. 
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Ingalls;  1870-71,  W.  T.  Triphagcn;  1872,  J.  K.  Barnard;  1873-75.  W. 
Hixson;  1876.  J.  L.  Fishell;  1877,  G.  W.  Peake;  1878-80,  W.  Hixson;  j88i, 
J.  Warren  Peake;  1882-84,  Roland  G.  Abbey;  1885,  Thomas  Boughner; 
1886-87-88,  Fred  \V.  Erdman;  1889-90-91,  George  Culver;  1892-93-94-95, 
Thomas  J.  Boughner;  1896,  Roland  G.  Abbey;  1897-98,  WilUam  H.  Pryor; 
1899,  R.  G.  Abbey;  1900,  WilUam  H,  Pryor;  1901-02-03-04-05,  D.  G.  Guil- 
ford; 1906-07-09-10-11-13-13,  C.  W.  Peake- 


CHAPTER  VII. 

EASTON  TOWNSHIP. 

Al!  oi  that  portion  ol  township  7  nortii.  in  range  7  west,  lying  north  of 
the  Grand  river,  was  detached  from  the  township  of  Ionia  by  lejj:islativL  act 
approved  Marrli  9,  1843.  and  organised  as  a  township  named  llabt"n.  The 
first  meeting  therein  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  lionse  of  Joseph  Richard- 
son, and  on  the  3rd  of  April  the  electors  met  and  chose  Erastus  Yeomans, 
moderator;  Daniel  S.  BrowneU,  Stephen  Dexter,  Isaac  Finch  and  Malcolm 
McLaughlin,  inspectors,  and  B.  F-  Pew,  clerk.  On  motion,  Thomas  Cor- 
nell was  chosen  derk  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting.  Twenty-eight 
votes  appear  to  have  been  cast  at  this  Brst  election  for  town  officers,  and  as 
there  was  but  one  ticket  in  the  field,  there  was  prol)ably  no  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  the  will  of  the  majority.  The  persons  chosen  as  officials  were 
as  follow:  Su])ervisor,  Thomas  Cornell;  clerk.  Sanford  A.  Yeomans;  treas- 
urer, Erastus  Yeonians:  justices  of  the  peace.  Malcolm  McLaughlin,  Thomas 
Cornell,  David  S.  BrowneU,  William  Fleming;  school  inspectors.  f'  r;istus 
Yeomans,  George  Fleming;  commrssioners  or  highways,  Granville  Madi- 
son, Calvin  M.  Rice.  Ben.  G.  Barber;  constable'^,  Joseph  Tf.  I^ichardson, 
Thomas  H.  Conner;  paihmasters,  Daniel  S.  BrowneU  in  rl->irirt  No.  1, 
Thomas  H.  Conner  in  the  district  that  Stephen  Dexter  scr\eil  tlie  ])rcvions 
year,  and  Josepii  H.  Richardson  in  the  district  that  William  Dumper  served 
the  previous  year. 

Some  of  the  officials  chosen  above  failed  to  qualify  and  on  June  15, 
1833,  a  special  election  was  held,  at  which  Daniel  S.  BrowneU,  George  W. 
Dexter  and  Malcomb  McLaughlin  were  chosen  justices  of  the  peace ;  Sereno 
Rood,  commissioner  of  highways,  and  Thomas  H.  Conner,  constable. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  Ionia  by  the  Dexter  colony,  Easton  town- 
ship received  a  handful  of  pioneers.  These  were  the  Cornells,  who,  on 
November  9,  1893,  landed  in  the  Dexter  colony,  upon  section  24,  in  Easton. 
In  the  Cornell  family  were  Alfred-  Cornell,  Sr.,  his  wife,  Thomas  Cornell 
(a  son),  with  wife  and  two«children,  and  two  grown  sons,  Alfred,  Jr.,  and 
Daniel  A.  Thomas  Cornell,  living  in  Madison  county,  New  York,  had 
decided  to  accompany  the  Dexter  colony,  but  remained  until  the  following 
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Spring.  Alfred  G>rnell,  Sr.,  and  his  son,  Thomas,  went  out  to  Ionia  in  July. 
1833,  on  a  tour,  but  were  not  impressed  with  the  land  and  returned  to  New 
York  in  the  fall.  But  in  November  they  again  set  out  for  the  Dexter  settle- 
ment. 

Erastus  Yeomans,  who  had  come  in  May,  1833,  bad  some  knowledge 

of  surveying  and,  after  the  colony  got  settled,  Mr.  Yeomans  was  imjxjrtuned 
«    to  get  a  compass  and  run  roads  ior  llie  people.    He  sold  to  Mr,  Cornell,  who 
became  surveyor  and  made  his  first  practical  etYort  in  1836. 

Following  close  ii])oti  the  Cornells,  can^e  George  W.  Case  in  the  win- 
ter of  1833-34,  who  made  the  second  settlement  in  Easton.  Case  effected  a 
location  upon  the  bank  of  the  Grand  river,  in  section  26.  His  brother,  Hor- 
ace, a  cooper  and  a  bachelor,  came  in  the  summer  of  1835  and  built  a  cooper's 
shop. 

In  February,  1834,  Jared  Conner  and  Thomas  Harrison  Conner,  broth- 
ers, came  to  Ionia,  accompanied  by  James  Crawford.  The  Conners  bought 
the  Case  place  on  section  26  in  Easton  and  joined  the  small  army  of  settlers. 
James  Crawford,  who  came  with  the  Conners,  stO{^[>ed  in  Ionia  awhile, 
ferried  across  the  Grand  river  and  in  1840  settled  upon  section  18.  George 
W.  set  out  the  first  fruit  trees  planted  in  that  part  of  the  Grand  River  valley. 

In  the  spring  of  1835  William  Winslow  entered  Ionia,  and  in  1836 
settled  on  section  14.  In  1837  he  was  joined  by  his  father,  Ezra,  who  settled 
upon  the  same  section,  and  died  in  1842.  In  1836  the  settlement  received 
numerous  accessions.  Richard  Dye  and  Simon  Welch  were  among  the 
comers  that  year.  They  located  on  section  19,  whence  Dye  soon  removed  to 
Ionia. 

Tt  was  on  Mill  creek  that  Samuel  Dexter  built  a  saw-mill  in  1833,  and 
to  it  added  a  small  run  of  stone  in  1834.  The  first  saw-mill  was  a  great 
boon,  but  the  grist-mill  was  a  greater  one.  A  coffee-mill  at  Dexter's  house 
had,  howtver,  been  the  grist-mill  for  the  Dexter  colony  previously. 

Among  those  who  came  to  the  town  in  1836  were  also  Elisha  Doty, 
Dexter  Arnold,  6.  G.  Barber,  Calvin  M.  Rice  and  Chauncey  M.  Stebbins. 
Richard  M.  Bishop,  who  came  in  1841,  lived  on  section  8,  and  met  his  death 
in  1857,  when  he  was  taken  for  a  deer  by  a  hunter  and  accidentally  shot 

In  1837  the  settlement  was  augmented  by  the  coming  of  William  Mus- 
sehnan,  Joseph  Barker,  William  Kitson  and  George  W.  Dexter.  Mr.  Mus- 
selman  tried  to  make  his  home  on  section  7,  near  the  township  line,  but  his 
attempt  was  a  lamentable  failure. 

George  W.  Dexter  had  a  family  of  eight  children  and  located  on  sec- 
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tion  20.  He  died  in  the  township  in  1848.  Within  the  short  period  of  three 
years  he  lost  six  children  by  death,  two  of  them  being  drowned.  George  W. 
Dexter's  brother,  Stephen,  settled  upon  section  20  in  September,  1838.  About 
that  same  time  William  Fleming  came,  with  whose  family,  as  a  boy,  lived 
William  Currie.  Isaac  Finch  appeared  in  the  autumn  of  1839,  and  upon 
section  28  made  a  vigorous  commencement.  He  succeeded  in  acquiring  a 
handsome  property  and  abided  on  the  place  of  his  first  settlement  until  his 
death,  thirty-five  years  afterwards,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-two. 

In  1841  Granville  Madison  came  to  Ionia  county,  he  settling  in  Easton, 
on  section  7.  Among  hi?  neighbors  were  Malrom  nnd  Joseph  McLaughlin, 
the  latter  being  a  blacksmith,  on  sections  17  and  18,  where  thev  had  ncen 
since  1830,  and  on  section  17  also  John  Delancy.  Subsequent  settlers  in  the 
neighU:)rhou(l  were  Tames  ijradfonl.  George  W.  Guernsey,  S.  T.  Snell. 
Shiverick  Kellogg,  Charles  Kellogg,  his  father,  George  Corking.  J.  G.  Bush 
and  a  Mr,  Shute. 

la  1843  William  DiWine  aiul  his  brother-iii-Iaw,  Charles  W.  Rexi'.ukls. 
came  to  section  10.  They  were  from  Elmira,  New  York,  and  occupied 
thirteen  days  in  completing  the  journey  to  Easton  township.  Dilding  bought 
his  place  of  Erastus  Yeomans,  who  had  effected  a  clearing  of  a  few  acres 
thereon.  The  year  of  the  arrival  of  the  Dildings  a  school  was  established 
near  them  in  the  just-formed  district  No.  3,  and  in  the  shanty  that  served 
as  the  temple  of  learning  Betsy  Webster  was  the  first  teacher;  Margaret 
Foote,  the  second,  and  Mrs.  Dildine  the  third.  In  1841  Sanford  A.  Yeo- 
mans settled  in  this  township.  He  had  previously  been  associated  with  the 
Dexter  settlement  in  Ionia  township.  Among  other  early  settlers  in  that 
port  of  the  town  were  the  Halls,  Jacksons,  Holcombs,  McPhersons,  Mar- 
quettes  and  Haynors. 

Easton's  first  postoffice  was  called  Avon  and  was  located  at  the  home 
of  Silas  Sprague.  The  office  was  discontinued  after  a  time  and  home  mail 
accommodations  were  not  restorerl  there  after  until  t86i.  when  Kaston  post- 
office  was  established  and  Wilhain  Dildine  given  charge.  In  1866  Mr. 
Dildine  was  succeeded  b}'  A.  C.  -Sprague,  wlio  was,  in  turn,  sticceeded  by 
George  Corkins,  the  last  incumbent.  The  office  was  discontinued  in  1872. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1844,  George  W.  Dexter;  1845,  Thomas  Cornell;  1.846,  D.  S.  Brownell; 
1847,  E..  Yeomans;  1848,  J.  York;  1849,  A,  V.  Berry;  1850,  J.  York;  1851, 
D.  S,  Brownell;  1852,  S.  Kellogg;  1853-54,  A.  Cornell,  Jr.;  1855,  S.  Kel- 
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'<^gg;  1856,  C.  ().  Thompson;  1857-60,  S.  Kellogg;  1861,  A.  Ldriiell;  1862, 
S.  Spraguc;  iSi)^,  S.  Kellogg;  1864-65,  S.  M.  Stebbms;  1800-09.  L.  ii. 
Coiton;  1870-75,  W.  D.  Arnold;  1876-77,  O.  S.  Cook;  1878,  A.  C.  Smith; 
1870,  O.  S.  Cook;  1880-83,  Thomas  Thomas;  1884-87,  Emory  F.  Strong; 
1888-89-90,  James  B.  Drake;  1891-92-93-94-95-96,  Steven  T.  Minard;  1897- 
98-99-1900-01,  Thomas  Thomas;  1902-03-04,  Walter  Yeomans;  1905-06- 
07-08-09,  Eugene  L.  Vohlcrs;  1910-11-12-13,  Ervin  C.  Stebbms;  1914-16, 
Bert  Arnold. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


IONIA  TOWNSHIP. 

Totiia  township's  political  existence  dates  from  T835.  when  the  entire 
county,  as  Ionia  township,  was  attached  to  Kalamazoo  county  for  judicial 
puri>ose';.    The  county  was  organized  in  1837  March  11,  of  that 

year,  was  divifled  into  two  town>hi]>5,  Ionia  and  Maple.  Innin  township 
enibraccd  all  Uial  purlioa  oi  the  county  of  Ionia  lying  west  of  llic  sectional 
lines  running  nortli  and  south  through  the  center  of  townships  5.  o,  7  and  8 
north,  of  range  6  west.  The  first  election  under  the  organization  was 
ordered  to  be  held  at  tlic  house  of  Samuel  Dexter. 

On  December  30,  1837,  townships  5  and  6  north,  range  8  west,  were 
detached  from  Ionia  and  organized  as  Boston.  On  March  6,  1838,  town- 
ships 7  and  8  north,  range  8  west,  were  set  off  and  organized  as  Otisco. 
At  the  same  time  townships  5  and  6  north,  range  7  west,  the  west  halves  of 
townships  5  and  6  north,  range  6  west,  and  all  of  the  west  halves  of  town- 
ship 7  north,  range  6  west,  and  township  7  north,  range  7  west,  lying  south 
of  the  Grand  river,  were  organized  as  the  township  of  Cass.  On  March  25, 
1840,  the  township  of  Orleans  was  formed  of  township  8  north,  range  7 
west.  On  March  9,  1843,  of  township  7  north,  range  7  west,  lying  north 
of  the  Grand  river,  was  organized  as  Easton.  On  March  19,  1845,  town- 
ship of  Ronald  was  organized  and  took  in  the  west  half  of  township  8 
north,  range  6  west.  On  March  22,  1848,  sections  22,  27  and  34,  in  town- 
ship 7  north,  range  6  west,  and  also  so  much  of  that  township  as  lay  north 
of  the  center  of  the  Grand  river,  then  belonging  to  the  township  of  Lyons, 
was  attached  to  the  township  of  Tonia.  as  was  so  much  of  township  7  north, 
range  6  west,  as  was  then  attached  to  Berlin.  On  March  13,  1867.  mttch 
of  the  territory  of  township  7  north,  range  6  west,  as  was  then  a  i>ortioii  ct 
Lyons,  wa>  set  off  to  Ionia.  The  result  of  these  additions  and  subtractions 
left  to  Ionia  the  territory  of  six  s<(nare  miles. 

The  first  township  meeting  and  election  is  thus  recorded : 

"Record  of  the  township  of  Ionia,  of  Kalamazoo  County,  M.  T.  At 
the  first  township  meeting  of  the  town  and  county,  as  above  mentioned  held 
at  the  house  of  Antoine  Campau  &  Co.,  on  Monday  the  6th  day  of  April  in 
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the  Year  of  our  Lord  1835,  Mr.  Alfred  Cornell  was  chosen  moderator  and 
W.  B.  Lincoln,  derk.  After  the  moderator  and  clerk  were  sworn  by  Sam- 
uel Dexter,  Esquire,  the  electors  present  proceeded  to  the  election  of  town- 
ship officers  by  ballot,  which  were  elected  as  follows :  For  Supervisor,  Eras- 
tus  Yeomans;  for  township  derk,  W.  B.  Lincoln;  for  assessors.  Franklin 
Chubb,  Gilbert  Caswell,  Henry  W.  Libhard ;  for  commissioners  of  highways, 
Philo  Bogue,  J.  £.  Morrison,'  Nathan  Benjamin;  directors  of  the  poor,  Sam- 
uel Dexter,  John  McKdvey;  constable  and  collector,  Asa  Spencer;  constable. 
Daniel  McKelvey. 

•*A  division  of  the  electors  being  called  for,  it  was  decided  that  the  next 
township  meeting  or  that  of  1836,  should  be  held  at  the  house  later  occti- 
pied  by  A.  Canipau  &  Co.,  in  the  said  township  of  Ionia  and  county  of 
Kalamazoo,  M.  T." 

A  special  township  niecling  was  held.  May  12,  1835,  at  the  house  of 
A.  Canipau  &  C'cmipauy.  on  tlie  apphcation  oi  twelve  electors,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  coniinissioners  and  inspectors  of  conunon  schools.  Alfred 
Cornell,  George  Case  and  John  McKclvcy  were  chosen  school  commission- 
ers; William  D.  Moore.  Alfred  Cornell,  Jr.,  Erastus  Yeomans,  Nathaniel 
Soules  and  William  B.  Lincoln,  inspectors  of  common  schools.  At  the  sec- 
ond meeting,  April  4,  1836,  Joshua  Boyer  was  chosen  moderator.  Officials 
were  elected  as  follow:  Supervisor,  J.  C.  Abell;  clerk,  J.  £.  Morrison; 
assessors,  Joshua  Boyer,  Asa  Bunnell  and  Erastus  Yeomans;  highway  com* 
missioners,  Franklin  Chubb,  Lyman  Webster  and  Danid  C  Moore;  justices 
of  the  peace,  Joshua  Boyer,  William  D.  Moore,  Samuel  Dexter  and  Thomas 
ComeU;  constable  and  collector,  Nathaniel  Soules;  constables,  Warren  S. 
riogue  and  Lorenzo  Dexter;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Samuel  Dexter  and  John 
McKdvey. 

It  was  voted,  by  the  unlifted  hand,  to  raise  one  hundred  dollars  for  the 

support  of  the  poor  and.  by  the  uplifted  hand,  the  followins^  officers  were 
chosen :  School  inspectors,  W.  B.  Lincohi,  Joshua  Boyer,  Erastus  Yeomans, 
Asa  Bunnell  and  Thomas  Shepard ;  pathninsters,  district  No.  i.  Asa  Spencer; 
district  No.  2.  Chancellor  Barringcr;  district  No.  3,  Philo  Bogue;  district 
No.  4,  Daniel  Brown;  district  No.  5,  L  Thompson;  district  Ko.  6,  Nathan 
Benjamin. 

Upon  the  organization  of  Kent  county,  in  1836,  Ionia  county  was 
attached  thereto  as  a  township.  In  1837  Ionia  county  was  given  a  separate 
political  organization  and  divided  into  two  townships.  The  first  township 
meeting  of  Ionia  under  the  new  organization  was  held  at  the  house  of  Sam- 
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uel  Dexter,  April  3,  1837.  Cyrus  Lovell  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Sam- 
uel Dexter,  Thomas  Cornell  and  John  E.  Morrison,  inspectors  of  election. 
After  organizing,  the  electors  adjourned  to  the  school  house  in  Ionia  village. 
Mason  Hearsey,  Cyrus  Lovell,  A.  H.  Barney  and  Calvin  Rice  were  elected 
school  inspectors  by  the  uplifted  hand ;  Samuel  Dexter  and  Alonzo  Sessions, 
overseers  of  the. highways  for  districts  No.  1  and  7,  respectively,  by  viva 
voce  vote,  and,  similarly,  Warren-  S.  Boyge,  Gilbert  Caswell  and  Samuel 
Dexter  were  chosen  fence  viewers. 

Officials  were  chosen  by  ballot  as  follow:  Supervisor,  Cyrus  Lovell; 
cleric,  Erastus  Yeomans;  justices  of  the  peace,  Philo  Bates,  W.  S.  Bogue  and 
John  1-loyd;  school  commissioners,  Stephen  Dexter  and  A.  H.  Barney; 
directors  of  the  poor,  Erastus  Yeomans  and  William  Balx:ock;  assessors, 
Mason  Hearsey,  T>awson  S.  Warner  and  Alonzo  Session?;  collector,  John 
B.  Welch ;  constables,  John  B.  Welch,  Amos  B.  Bliss  and  Jame^i  B.  Kyan. 

GEKEREAUXVILLE. 

As  early,  perhaps,  as  1830,  or  before,  Louis  Genereaux,  assisted  by  his 
son,  Ijouis,  Jr.,  established  an  Indian  trading  post  in  Ionia  township,  on  the 
Grand  river,  about  one  mile  west  of  the  present  village  of  Lyons.  The 
place  was  commonly  spoken  of  as  Genereauxville,  and  was  well  known  far 
and  near.  Louis,  the  son,  got  himself  into  the  state  prison  through  roasting 
an  Indian  to  death,  and  left  the  old  man  to  carry  on  the  business,  which  did 
not,  however,  last  ver}  long  after  that. 

There  was  a  bridge  over  the  Grand  river  at  Genereauxville  at  an  early 
day,  as  a  connecting  link  on  the  stage  route  between  Detroit  and  Ionia  via 
T-ansing,  and  an  atleinpl  was  likewise  made  by  the  Canipaus  (who  came  into 
possession  after  the  departure  ot  llie  Genereaux).  Vvho  found  there  the  vil- 
lage of  Genereauxville,  but  the  scheme  came  to  nothing. 

EARLY  SETTLEMENT — ^PIONEER  SAW-MILL. 

It  is  pretty  certain  that  the  first  saw-mill  built  in  the  county  was  the 
one  erected  by  H.  V.  Libhart,  on  Libhart  creek,  about  two  miles  west  of 
Lyons  village,  in  1833.  Mr.  Libhart  visited  the>  country  in  the  spring  of 
1833,  in  company  wi^  William  and  Russell  Libhart  and  William  Delap^  and 
sdected  the  mill  site,  beside  *a  considerable  tract  of  land  in  the  same  vicin- 
ity.  He  returned  at  once  to  New  York  state  and,  shif^ng  appliances  for 
the  erection  of  a  mill,  started  with  his  wife  and  child  for  the  scene  of  his 
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future  opei ;itioi3:-.  Ax  Detroit  he  hired  seven  teams  lu  carry  liis  >u|i|i":ir- 
westWHid,  and  ai runiiiaii}  ing  them  as  far  as  where  I.eingshurg  is  now, 
where  lie  left  the  pariv  aiui,  with  his  wile  and  child,  pushed  on  tlirough  the 
woods  for  the  mouth  of  the  Maple,  following  Indian  trails  and  fording 
streams.  They  reached  the  present  site  of  the  village  of  Lyons  at  sunset  on 
the  4th  of  Juiy^  1833,  and  so  exhausted  was  Mrs.  libhart  by  the  toils  of  her 
trip  that  she  had  to  be  carried  across  the  river  by  Indians  to  the  trading  post 
of  Hunt  &  Belcher.  The  arrival  of  the  Libliarts  was  attended  by  demon- 
strations of  eager  welcome  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  there,  as  well  as  of 
Hunt  and  Belcher. 

Libhart  and  his  wife  enjoye<l  the  hospitality  of  Hunt's  cal>in  a  few 
days  while  awaiting  the  coming  of  the  teams,  and  when  these  reached  the 
place,  after  a  tedious  twenty  da}'s'  i)assage  from  Detroit,  all  hands  moved 
out  to  the  mill  site.  The  first  work  was  the  const  rnction  of  a  log  cahin.  and 
the  second,  the  buildinp:  of  -i  saw-mill.  Hi.story  ap])ears  to  hrp.e  insisted  that 
Libhart  was  the  first  settler  in  Lyons,  when  the  fact  is  th.it  he  did  not  locate 
in  Lyons  until  Lyons  \v,u\  received  'a  score  or  more  of  inliabitunis.  He 
carried  on  the  saw-mill  until  1837.  when  he  .sold  the  properly  to  Judge 
Isaac  riiompsou  and  removed  to  Lyons  village. 

Mr.  Libhart  was  a  man  of  considerable  local  importance,  and  enjoyed 
the  distinction  of  having  <lelivered  one  of  the  first  Independence  Day  ora- 
tions heard  west  of  >*onti»c.  The  year  was  1834,  and  the  locale  of  the 
pioneer  Fourth  of  July  demonstration,  the  hill  on  which  later  stood  the  resi- 
dence of  Henry  Hitchcock,  of  Lyons. 

The  infant  child  brought  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Libluirt  to  the  Michigan  wil- 
derness in  1833  lived  to  womanhood,  and  became  Mrs.  E.  6.  Armstrong,  of 
Saranac.  The  first  birth  in  \\h:\t  now  the  township  of  Tonia,  outside  of 
the  city  of  Ionia,  was  a  son  of  Mr.  Libhart,  and,  as  the  child  lived  but  a  few 
days,  his  was  also  the  first  death 

John  -NfcKelvey  came  from  Oakland  conntv.  "Michig-nn.  in  Mnv.  i^.U- 
and  located  on  Libhart  creek,  in  «pctinn  24,  where  he  had  a  tract  of  three 
hundred  acres,  in  which  \va«.  the  mil!  site  now  occupied  hy  a  Lrrist-mill.  Lib- 
hart was  then  carryint;'  on  a  -aw-niil!  on  the  same  creek,  but  westward  \<> 
Ionia  village  there  was  no  settler.  A  Mr.  Soules,  who  came  in  with  McKel- 
vey  as  a  farm  hand,  bought  a  place  a  mile  west  of  McKelvey's  in  1835.  and 
that  year  began  to  clear  it.  He  cleared  two  farms  in  Ionia  in  the  course  of 
time  and  removed  subsequently  to  Oregon,  where  he  died.  John  McKelvey 
died  on  his  farm  in  section  24  in  1847.  The  mill  site  he  himself  did  not 
improve,  but  soUl  it  to  ;\aron  IVatt.  who  erectetl  a  grist-mill  there  in  1844. 
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j allies,  bon  of  John  McKelvey,  was  iKjrij  on  June  jS,  1835,  doubtless  the 
first  birth  in  ilie  lownsiiip  outside  ilie  village  of  loina,  except  Mrs.  Libhart's 
child. 

In  1835  William  Moore,  Jr.,  son  of  William  Moore,  of  Moore's  Island, 
in  Lyons  township,  lived  in  Ionia,  one  mile  west  of  Lyons  village,  but  moved 
from  there  in  1837  to  I'ortlaud.  William  Moore,  Jr.,  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  married  several  couples  at  his  house,  including  the  first  couple 
married  in  the  township  beyond  the  limits  01  the  village;  but  who  the  couple 
were  cannot  be  remembered. 

Gad  Bunnell  came  to  Ionia  township  witli  Libhart,  but  in  1835  settled 
in  Lyons  township.  KHza  Bunnell,  a  sister,  came  to  the  settlement  in  Janu- 
ary, 1836.  Cynthia,  a  second. sister,  was  a  school  teacher,  and  in  1835  or 
1836  taught  school  in  John  McKelvey's  house. 

John  McKelvey  put  in  a  crop  of  wheat  in  1835,  and  when  he  harvested 
it  people  came  fr<jni  far  and  near  to  get  seed  wheat  of  him. 

In  the  McKelvey  neif>hborhood  settlements  were  slow,  and  ftir  some 
years  that  part  of  the  town,  rough  and  uninviting,  was  an  almost  trackless 
forest. 

SUl'ERVISORS. 

1838,  Asa  Spiieoer;  1839,  C.  Lovell;  1840,  K.  Yeoman^;  1841.  G.  W. 
Dexter;  1842,  M.  Hearsey;  1843-44,  H.  Rich;  1845.  Al.  Hearscy:  1846.  J. 
P.  Place;  1847-48,  C  M.  Mosemuii;  1840,  A.  F,  Bell;  1850,  B.  Hartcr, 
1851,  W.  C.  Clark;  J852,  J.  B.  Welch;  1853,  H.  Borden;  1854,  C.  Lovell; 
1855,  D.  Irish;  1856,  T.  Merritt;  1857-58,  \\  Hall;  1859-^,  J.  C.  Dexter; 
1861,  L.  Kelsey;  1862,  O.  Tower;  1863-64,  William  Kitts;  1865-66,  E.  S. 
Johnson;  1867,  P.  D.  Cutler;  j868,  B.  R.  Covert;  1869,  E.  S.  Johjiison; 
1870-72,  R.  R.  Covert;  1873,  1^^-  ^-  Kelsey;  1874,  T.  E.  Smith;  1875-76, 
William  Kitts;  1877-78,  T.  E.  Smith;  J879,  J.  R.  Welch;  1880,  William 
Kitts3  1881,  George  Wurster;  1882-83,  Alonzo  Rice;  1884-85,  WiUiam  D. 
Place:  1886-87-88,  Arthur  N.  Hall;  1889-90,  Alliert  E.  Jackson;  1891-92, 
93-94-95.  Frank  Taft;  1896-97-98-99-1900-01-02,  James  M.  Chase;  1903, 
Lee  P.  Spaulding;  1904-05-06-07,  Dick  K.  Taylor;  1908-09-10-11-12-13, 
A.  N.  Hall;  1914,  E.  Vohlers;  1915-16. 

PkAiRlE  CREEK. 

The  neig-hborhood  knov.-n  as  Prairie  Creek.  !yin^^  on  the  stream  of  the 
same  iiarne,  was  purchased  in  1835  by  Nathaniel  Brown,  whose  idea  was 
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that  the  water  power  at  that  point  would  found  a  village.  Indeed,  he  went 
so  far  as  to  say  that  his  town  at  Prairie  Creek  would  outstrip  Dexter's  vil- 
lage, farther  west,  and  that  he  would  have  the  county  seat  fixed  there.  At 
all  events,  he  platted  a  village,  which  he  called  Ionia,  set  about  the  con- 
struction of  a  saw-mill,  and  hired  J.  C.  Abell,  a  Grand  Rapids  lawyer,  to  . 
look  after  affairs.  Brown  himself  not  remaining  permanently  on  the  ground. 
Abdl  got  tired  after  a  while  of  looking  after  village  lots  and  a  saw-mill  and 
notified  Brown  to  get  somebody  else. 

Brown  was  in  Giicago,  and  some  time  in  1836  encountered  John  F. 
Place,  who  was  then  looking'  for  a  chance  to  invest  in  Michij^^an  and  grow 
up  with  thf.  country.  I'lace  purchased  a  half  iiitt-rcst  m  Browns  Micliigan 
village,  and  left  at  once  to  take  charge  ol  the  cTittrprise. 

When  Place  reached  ihe  scene  of  operations  he  found  liiat  Al>ell  had 
•got  the  saw-mil!  frame  up  and  was  living  in  a  house.  As  soon  as  Place 
appeared,  Aiiell  put  off  and  took  no  further  part  in  local  history.  I'lace 
went  on  to  finish  the  niilU  and  engaged  a  tailor  by  the  name  of  Perry  to 
occupy  the  log  house  and  board  the  saw-mill  hands.  In  the  fall  of  1836 
the  mill  was  finished  and  began  to  saw  lumber,  and  in  that  year  'Place  built 
a  store  (tlie  first  in  the  township)  and  stocked  it  with  goods  brought  up  the 
rivef  from  Grand  Haven  by  pole  boats.  Inhabitants  were  scarce  and  trade 
was  chiefly  bestowed  upon  Place's  store  by  Indians. 

Although  Brown  and  Place  sold  a  few  village  lots,  settlers  fought  shy 
of  the  place.  A  man  by  the  name  of  B<:»gue,  whose  wife  had  received  from 
Brown  the  gift  of  a  lot,  built  a  log  shanty  on  the  village  site  and  lived  in  it 
a  little  while,  but  beyond  that  faint  indication  of  progress  the  new  town 
never  gave  any  vigorous  signs. 

By  the  close  of  the  year  1837  Place  made  up  his  mind  that  the  village 
enterprise  was  a  failure  and,  selling  the  stock  of  goods  to  Judge  Brown,  of 
"Ionia  County  Seat."  closed  his  store,  which  was  the  first  and  only  temple 
of  trade  vouclisafcd  to  Nathaniel  Brown's  embryo  city.  By  that  time  Bogiie 
and  Pcrrv  had  moved  away,  and  William  T^yon  was  !K>anUng  Place  and  tiie 
mill  j>eople.  I'lace  cventuall)-  purchased  Brown's  interest  in  the  land  and 
devoted  himself  to  farming  and  milling.  He  was  a  man  of  some  mark  and 
occupied  the  office  ot  sheriff  with  considerable  credit.  After  a  few  years  the 
saw-mill  was  burned  and  from  that  time  forward  Place  confined  himself  to 
farming.  He  died  in  1869. 

The  nearest  approach  the  village  ever  made  to  having  a  tavern  was 
when  the  Perrys  built  a  large  framed  house  in  which  they  proposed  keeping 
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tavern;  but  the  undertaking  was  too  much  for  them,  and  financial  collapse 
precipitated  their  departure  for  other  scenes. 

After  the  burning  of  Place's  null,  the  mill  site  was  not  occupied  until 
Blanchard  &  Beatty  built  upon  it,  in  1861,  the  fine  grist-mill  carried  on  by 
Hoag  &  Mansfield. 

In  1872  Laura  Place  platted  Prairie  Creek  as  an  addition  to  the  village 
of  Ionia,  but  it  did  not  reach  a  very  wide-spreading  dignity.  William  D. 
Place,  son  of  John  P.  Place,  managed  the  old  farm  and  carried  on  a  large 
dairy  business,  the  place  being  stocked  with  forty  cows. 

SOUTH  IONIA. 

Opposite  the  city  of  Ionia,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Grand  river,  there 
is  a  small  hamlet  which  G.  W.  Arnold  surveyed  and  mapped  in  1876  and 
designated  as  South  Ionia.  In  that  locality  Oliver  Arnold  (a  comer  to  Ionia 
with  Samuel  Dexter  and  others  in  1833)  set  up  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in 
the  county  the  same  year,  and  there  he  worked  as  a  blacksmfith  more  or  less 
regularly  until  his  death,  in  1856.  The  Arnolds  occupied  the  place  until  his 
death,  and  then  G.  W.  Arnold  carried  on  an  agricultural  implement  factory 
there.  Near  at  hand  E.  A.  Chubb  had  a  foundry  that  Jenks  &  Arnold 
started  in  1866. 

South  of  the  river,  along  the  western  line,  no  settlers  followed  Oliver 
Arnold,  the  blacksmith,  until  March,  1836,  when  Philo  Bates  and  William 
Babcock  came  on  with  laborers  to  commence  the  improvement  of  a  large 

tract  of  land  they  had  purchased  in  1835.  This  tract,  which  Bates  and 
Babcock  tought  in  common,  comprised  fully  four  tiion«;an(1  acres,  and  lay  in 
the  townships  ot  Tonia.  Berlin  and  Orange.  When  they  came,  in  March, 
1836,  they  brouo;ht  the  families  oi  Moses  Mar<;h  and  Benjamin  Brand  to 
assist  them,  and  by  the  fall  (if  1836  Bates  and  Babcock,  having  got  up  iheir 
cabins  and  made  a  fair  start,  brought  on!  tlieir  own  families.  Moses  Marsh 
became  a  settler  in  Ionia,  and  Benjamin  Brand  in  Orange.  In  1836  the 
state  road,  called  the  Belle vue  road,  extending  from  Marshall  to  Ionia,  was 
opened  along  the  township  line  between  Berlin  and  lotiia,  and  it  was  on  both 
sides  of  that  road  that  Bates'  and  Babcock's  lands  lay. 

Pfailo  Bates,  who  was  sonnn^law  to  Babcock,  died  at  an  early  day,  and 
in  1840  his  widow's  later  husband^  G.  C.  Overhiser,  came  to  the  neighbor- 
hood. Mr.  Overhiser  located  in  Ionia  village  in  1839,  and  from  that  period 
for  many  years  onward  he  rendered  valuable  and  untiring  service  as  a  Pres- 
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byterian  preacher.  He  traveled  to  many  points  and  preached  in  many  places, 
as  circumstances  arose  to  call  for  his  efforts.  Previous  to  making  his  home 
in  Ionia  he  bad  passed  through  a  somewhat  extended  experience  as  a  licen- 
tiate preacher  of  the  JSfethodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Overhiser 
later  went  to  live  with  A.  H.  Tihbetts  (their  .^on-in-law),  on  section  30. 

E.  Le Valley  was  a  settler  in  that  neighborhood  in  1838,  on  the  J.  Bene- 
dict place,  and  in  the  month  of  January,  of  that  year,  Levi  Taylor  moved 
from  eastern  Michigan  to  section  v  where  his  son,  W.  B.,  later  lived. 

In  the  northeast  quarter  oi  the  township  there  were  but  fcv.'  settlements 
as  early  as  1846.  In  tht-  fall  u!  that  year  Darius  Stone,  hi^  Vnrtther,  John  R. 
Stone,  and  lirr.iht- r-m-law .  Daniel  F\.  (  alkins,  hrouL;in  ilieir  families  in 
(having  lionglit  their  laiitlh  in  June  of  tliai  year y  and  began  to  improve  the 
wilderness.  Darius  .Stone  ha«.l  three  lots  on  section  11  and  one  on  seetion 
13,  Calkins,  land  an  section  2,  and  John  R.  Stone,  on  section  i.  In  June, 
1846^  a  man  by  the  name  of  Dalrymple  was  working  a  place  on  section  13 
for  Samuel  Hayden,  who  was  then  living  in  Lyons,  but  who  soon  after- 
wards came  out  himself  to  occupy  his  land. 

On  section  i,  in  the  extreme  northeastern  comer  of  the  township,  Gard- 
ner Chidester  was  keeping  tavern  on  the  township  line  road  between  Ionia 
and  Lyons,  if  e  had  a  hundred  acres  of  cleared  land  and,  what  was  some- 
thing out  of  the  common,  a  framed  house  and  two  framed  bams.  On  the 
Chidester  place  Perry  Spaulding,  a  later  ocaipant,  hung  himself  in  his  bam 
in  1876  because  of  financial  reverses.  Major  Ohnstcad.  of  North  Plains, 
owned  on  section  1  a  lot  then  occupied  by  one  Alabie  as  tetiant.  and  on  .«;ec- 
tion  12,  where  lived  later,  there  was  a  settler  named  Ruskirk.  On  section 
4  a  Mr.  Anderson  had  a  grist-mill  on  Prairie  creek,  in  section  0,  at;  nit  a  nulc 
below  Anderson's.  Both  these  triills  were  Inirned.  (joing  s  in  186;  and 
Anderson's  in  1878,  when  the  proiicrt\-  \\a>  M\\i!e(i  by  j,  H.  W  elch.  Inmself 
a  settler  in  that  neighborhood  before  1846.  having  uiarric«l  tlie  widow  of 
Mr.  Roberts,  who  came  to  that  locality  not  far  from  1840. 

Moving  northward  again,  we  find  that  Nathan  Chidester  was  on  sec- 
tion I  in  1846.  In  1848  he  sold  out  to  L.  F.  Rnnlick  and  moved  away. 
Thomas  McKenzie  and  Henry  Searing,  his  brother-in-law,  had  famis  on 
section  2,  but  vacated  them  in  the  spring  of  1847.  William  Kitts,  then 
living  on  .section  13,  had  been  an  active  figure  in  the  Imsin'css  of  Michigan 
pioneering  and  as  far  back  as  1837  or  earlier  assisted  in  making  surveys  in 
various  portions  of  the  coimty,  Timothy  Vorce  came  to  the  neighborhood 
in  1849,  and  about  that  time  also  came  J.  B.  Chase,  W.  W.  Weed.  C.  G. 
Wheelock,  N.  G.  Cornell  and  others. 


CHAF'rER  IX. 

KEENE  TOWNSHIP. 

Township  7  north,  in  range  8  west,  was  a  part  o£  Otisco  until  February 
16,  1842,  when  that  portion  of  the  town  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Flat 
river  was  organized  as  the  township  of  Keene.  Subsequently  the  fraction 
was  attached  to  Keene.  On  February  29,  1844,  that  portion  of  Boston  lying 
north  of  the  Grand  river  was  set  off  to  Keene,  and  on  March  17,  1849,  was 
again  restored  to  Boston. 

When  John  Covert  and  Simon  Heath  agitated  the  project  of  applying 
for  township  organization,  there  was  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  suggestion 
of  a  township  name.  In  the  dilemma  someone  moved  that  Edward  Butter- 
fielfl,  the  oldest  man  in  the  township,  be  allowed  to  supply  the  name.  Butter- 
fifld.  being  called  upon,  promptly  replied  that  he  would  bestow  the  name  of 
his  native  town  in  N"e\\  TlatTipshire,  nnd  Keene  it  stood. 

Tlic  first  meelinu  in  Keene  township  was  held  nt  the  hnit<;e  of  Nathaniel 
lieattie,  April  4,  184^.  John  L.  Covert  was  chosen  ni.j-lerati t.  F<lward  But- 
teriield,  Nathaniel  Beattie,  Ephraim  Abbott  and  Aainn  iTaidttilnnt;]).  inspec- 
tors, and  Simon  Heath,  clerk.  After  orsfanizing  and  choosing  p;lIhma-to^^ 
the  iriecriiig  adjounied  to  Allen  Day\s  house,  where  the  election  was  liekl. 
Thirty-nine  votes  were  cast  and  the  following  ofHcials  chosen;  Supervisor, 
Asaph  C.  Smith;  clerk,  Cyrenus  Day;  treasurer,  Samuel  Wells;  justices  of 
the  peace,  John  L.  Covert,  Joseph  W.  Sprague,  Aaron  Hardenburg  and  Z. 
H.  Brower;  highway  commissioners,  Henry  V.  N.  Covert,  George  W.  White 
and  Asa  K.  Phipps;  school  inspectors,  Simon  Heath,  James  Chrysler,  Asaph 
C.  Smith  and  James  Baird ;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Granson  L.  Hall  and  John 
L.  Covert;  associate  assessor,  Elijah  Sprague;  constables,  Prindle  Hubbell, 
Loren  Sprague  and  George  W.  White;  highway  overseers,  John  Covert,  W. 
Sprague,  E.  Butterfield,  H.  V.  N.  Covert,  E.  Abbott,  E.  Sprague  and  John 
Devine. 

Keene  township,  which  is  designated  on  the  United  States  survey  as 
township  7  north,'  range  8  west,  is  one  of  the  western  townships  of  Ionia 
county.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by.  Otisco  township,  on  the  west  by  Kent 
county,  on  the  south  by  Boston  township  and  one  the  east  by  Easton  town- 
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ship.  Flat  river,  which  is  a  sluggish  water  course,  without  mill-power,  is 
the  only  stream  of  any  consequence  in  the  township. 

The  lands  in  township  7  north,  range  8  west,  were  not  offered  for  sale 
by  the  general  govenunent  until  August  5,  1839.  Prior  to  this,  however, 
settlers  had  come  on,  pre-empted  and  occupied  certain  tracts  in  this  territory. 
These  settlers,  who  had  set  forward  at  once  to  dear  and  improve  the  lands 
so  occupied,  were  simply  "squatters,"  although,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
had  come  to  stay  and  were  settler?  just  as  mtich  as  if  they  had  owned  the 
lands.  They  had  no  more  legal  rig-hts  than  others  had.  as  concerned  the 
ultimate  purchase  oi  the  lands,  and  were  lialde  to  lie  thrown  oh"  at  any  time 
by  persons  \\ho  wished  to  buy  the  land.  Y'mi  the  pioneers  oi  Kcene  town- 
ship knew  titeir  moral  rights  and  proposed  to  maintain  them  in  this  matter 
alone.  They  fcrmed  an  association  for  mutual  protection,  and  elujse  Asa  L. 
Spencer,  of  Otisco,  to  represent  them.  Sucli  u  move  was  necessary,  since 
there  were  always  hordes  of  land  speculators  about  the  land  oSices  ready 
and  eager  to  pounce  upon  and  buy  lands  improved  by  squatters  or  pre-emp« 
or  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  early  settlers  in  Keene  township  knew  how  matters  were  liable  to 
work  in  that  respect,  and  not  only  took  concerted  action  to  protect  them- 
selves, but  announced  it  freely  that  the  health  of  any  designing  speculator 
who  wished  to  turn  his  energies  towards  depriving  the  actual  possessors  of 
the  land  they  already  selected  and  began  to  improve,  might  be  impaired.  The 
consequence  of  such  positive  action  was  that  when  the  land  sale  took  place 
at  Ionia,  in  August,  1S39,  there  was  no  attempt  made  to  disturb  the  Keene 
settlers. 

The  first  settlement  made  in  Keene  township  was  on  section  25  and 
was  made  in  the  fall  of  1837  by  two  young  unmarried  men,  Orrin  Owen  and 
Charles  Hickox,  of  Monroe  county,  New  York,  who  erected  a  shanty  and 
deared  a  small  section  of  ground.  Rut  they  evidently  became  tired  of  the 
Tough  backwoods  life,  as  they  left  for  parts  unknown  and  cannot  be  linked 
with  the  permanent  settlement  of  Keene. 

The  honor  of  being  the  hrst  permanent  settler  in  the  township  can  right- 
fully be  bestowed  upon  one  man,  Edward  Butterfield.  Mr.  Butterfiekl,  with 
Cyrus  Rose,  cleared  some  land  in  1837,  ^  Februaiy  2,  1838,  settled 
with  his  family  on  section  25.  In  December  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Rose 
settled  with  his  family  on  section  36.  In  1838  James  Monk  came  in  from 
Canada  and  in  March  of  that  year  located  on  section  26.  founding  what  was 
known  as  the  Canadian  settlement.    Morton  Reynolds,  abo  a  Canadian, 
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came  to  section  27  in  April  and  was  followed  soon  afterward  by  John  Fol- 
lett,  who  made  his  home  un  section  35.  In  the  same  year  John  Conner, 
from  Oakland  connty,  pitched  his  tent  011  section  ^^5.  Other  settlers  of  this 
period  were  James  Crysler,  from  Canada,  on  section  -'6;  Samuel  Wells,  from 
St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  on  section  23;  Dexter  Cutler,  in  June,  near 
Flat  river,  on  section  6,  and  Giarles  Hig^ns,  who  settled  on  section  6. 

In  1838  or  1839  William  Lott  came  to  section  30  and  there^  opened 
what  he  pleased  to  call  a  tavern.  It  was  a  mean  little  place,  intended  for  the 
dispensing  of  poor  whiskey,  but  was  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  a  stage 
route  between  Grand  Ra^uds  and  Ionia.  The  stage  route  was  a  popular 
highway  before  the  opening  of  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  railroad,  and  for  a 
time  two  four-horse  coaches  passed  over  it  daily.  In  addition  to  the  dis- 
tinction which  Lott  won  as  a  dispenser  of  "fire-water,"  he  was  the  perhaps 
better  one  of  being  the  first  person  to  erect  a  frame  house  in  Keene  town- 
ship, his  lumber  coming  from  Fallasburg  mill,  in  Kent  county.  His  home 
was  erected  in  1842  and,  the  year  following,  Samuel  Wells  built  on  section 
23  the  first  frame  bam  in  the  township,  the  lumber  of  which  came  from 
Bellamy  mill,  in  Easton  township.  • 

Elijah  Sprague  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Canadian  settlement 
in  Keene.  He  came  in  the  stimmer  of  1839  with  his  family  and  was  fol- 
lowed closely  by  Philip  Monk  and  James  Baird.  Thomas  Beattie  and  his 
son,  Nathaniel,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Keene  in  1839.  Other  settlers 
of  i83()  were  John  L.  Covert,  Jeniiison  Henry,  Samuel  Heath  and  Nathaniel 
Davenport. 

Zeliitus  B.  Frost,  William  Sparks  rind  Kphraim  At^ott,  all  of  Cotirt- 
land  county.  New  York,  came  to  this  louiiship  in  Tune,  1840,  and  settled  on 
section  15,  After  liiey  had  brr>ughi  their  famihes,  the  entire  companv  of 
twelve  peuple  lived  lur  two  weeks  in  an  abandoned  shanty  on  section  2  \.  In 
the  spring*  of  1846.  Ephraiin  Aliljoti.  Jr..  set  up  a  shop  on  section  15  and 
began  the  manufacture  01  l>arrels,  tubs  and  sap  buckets.  In  1848  he  changed 
his  business  location  to  section  22  and  also  maimfactured  chairs,  rakes  and 
grain  cradles.   This  was  the  only  factory  the  township  of  Keene  ever  had. 

James  Day,  a  settler  in  Oakland  county  in  1825,  moved  19  Keene  in 
June,  1841,  accompanied  by  his  sons,  Cyrenus  and  Allen.  The  father  took 
out  a  tract  in  section  28  and  the  sons  in  section  27. 

James  Batrd  and  Prindle  Hubbdl  lived  on  section  26.  Zaocheus  H. 
Bower  came  to  the  township  in  1840  from  New  York  and  made  a  settle- 
ment on  an  eighty-acre  lot  in  section  13.   Joseph  Brown  was  also  a  settler 
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in  section  13,  having  come  a  few  years  before  Brower.  The  next  settler  in 
this  locality  was  Widow  Electa  Ann  Lee  and  her  two  sons,  Atnasa  and 
Archelaus.  Delos  Gibson  settled  in  Eaton  county  in  1837,  but  in  1841  he 
purchased  a  forty-acre  tract  of  land  in  this  township  and  settled  on  the 
same.  In  that  neighborhood  there  had  been  no  other  attempt  to  settle,  and 
from  Potter's  Comers,  Mr.  Gibson  had  to  hew  his  road  through  the  timber 
a  distance  of  two  miles.  Georg^e  W.  White  came  to  the  town  in  the  spring^ 
of  1841.  In  the  same  year  A.  C  Stnilli  >caled  on  section  25.  Jra  I'inckncv, 
a  iscttler  in  Oakhmd  comity  in  1826,  johkcI  tlie  settlers  of  Keeue  in  the  fall 
of  1842.  Tn  the  same  year  J.  W.  Spragiu'  and.  ins  brcjiher,  Harlow,  came  to 
section  20,  J.  W.  Spraguc  decide*!  thai  there  was  need  of  a  posttjitu-e  m 
the  coumiuiiity,  consequently  he  circulated  a  petition  lur  that  purpose,  it 
was  given  the  name  Rix,  after  Rix  Robinson,  an  Indian  trailer.  Sprague 
was  made  the  first  postmaster.  Shortly  before  that,  in  1845,  Avon  post- 
office  was  established,  near  the  eastern  line  of  the  to^vn,  and  given  in  charge 
of  Asaph  C.  Smith.  The  office  was  later  removed  to  Easton. 

Silas  Sprague,  father  of  the  Sprague  named  above,  came  into  this  town- 
ship in  the  year  1844  and  settled  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  29. 
Other  settlers  in  Keene  at  that  early  date  were  Joseph  Gardner,  C.  C.  Sayles, 
Elias  Sayles,  Charles  Sayles,  George  Denton,  Harvey  H.  Vinton,  PhiUp 
Marble,  G.  N.  Jackson  and  the  Carrs,  including  the  father  and  his  sons, 
James,  John  and  George. 

The  Canadian  settlement  has  already  been  covered  and  there  is  another 
settlement  which  deserves  a  t>lace  alonq;  with  the  early  settlements.  The 
neighl)orhood  in  which  the  Monk^.  Robert  Taylor.  James  Ovsler.  John 
Follett  and  Cvrus  Rose  lived  \\a^  ^i\en  the  name  of  Dickertow  11 — tliis  hv 
reason  of  the  fact  that  the  settler-  tlu  re  ^lUt-^  ankeed  the  veriest  N  ankee 
that  ever  lived  in  their  extraordinary  i)a-~<ion  for  trading  or  "diekennti  "  It 
is  trulv  asserted  that  so  stronjr  wa^  the  i)assion  for  dickering'  uymu  the  inno- 
cent Canadians,  that  cases  were  known  where  meniljers  of  the  lillle  com- 
tnnnit)-  were  fre<|nently  aroused  from  midnight  slumbens  to  open,  discuss  or 
dose  a  trade.  Dickertown  is  now  'dimply  11  remembrance,  but  many  of  the 
stories  of  the  trades  made  are  still  fre.sh  in  the  minds  of  the  early  settlers. 

In  1844  Gilbert  Avers  came  to  this  ncighl)orhood,  and,  in  1845  ^^'"^ 
Welch.  Kolaiul  Thill.  Israel  Rowen.  Oliver  Rowcn.  James  Bowen  and  Alphcus 
Bowen  also  settled  in  Keeno.  The  next  year  C.  G.  Hunter  came  from  Oak- 
land coimty  and  settled  on  section  34.  William  H.  Pearsall  had  already 
settled  in  section  33  two  years  previous.    Other  early  settlers  who  came 
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after  the  territory  had  taken  on  a  more  civilized  air  were  D.  W.  Woodman, 
Matthew  Brown,  William  Clark,  William  N.  Higgins,  W.  Campbell,  Will-' 
iam  Cannon,  Pierce  Jenkins,  Joseph  Long,  R.  Russ,  Harvey  Batson  and 

Aaron  Ptatt,  w  hich  closes  the  list  of  early  settlers 

The  first  birth  in  the  township  was  that  of  Berilla,  daughter  of  Morton 
and  Alvira  Reynolds,  bom  on  May  17,  1838.  The  first  death  was  that  of 
Mary,  wife  of  Robert  Rose.  The  first  wedding  was  solemnized  in  January, 
1840,  when  Alvin  Biitterfield  and  Ilena  Phipps  were  married  by  Squire 
George  Dexter,  of  Easton. 

SUPERVIJ^RS. 

• 

1843,  A.  C.  Smith;  1844,  S.  Heath;  1845,  A.  C.  Smith;  1846,  no  rec- 
ord; 1847,  S.  Heath;  1848,  A.  C.  Smith;  1849,  S.  Heath;  1850,  Z.  B.  Frost; 
1851,  S.  Heath;  1852,  G.  R.  Sayles;  1853,  A.  C  Smith;  1854,  T.  Jacques; 
1855,  A.  C.  Smith;  1856,  S.  Wells;  1857,  G.  R.  Sayles;  1858-59,  J.  Sprague; 
i860,  S.  Wells;  1861-62,  }.  B.  Sprague;  1863-64,  O.  Bowen;  1865,  J. 
Sprague;  1866-67,  Cowles:  1868-76,  A.  F.  Tee;  1877-78,  R.  Hardy; 
1879-80.  V.  Welch;  1881-83,  IL  N.  T,ee;  1884-85.  Austin  Lamberton; 
1886-88,  Willard  Hawley;  1889,  Austin  Lamberton;  1890-01-02-93-94-95- 
96-97-98-99-1900-01-02,  Judf?on  T.ee;  1903-04-05-06-07.  Anthony  M.  Kohn; 
1908-09,  G.  P.  Hawley;  1910  to  the  present  time,  Menton  K.  Jepson. 


CHAPTER  X. 

LYONS  TOWNSHIP. 

An  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  March  li.  1837,  jirovidtd  that  all 
that  portion  of  Ionia  comiry  lyiiii^  cast  of  the  lines  ruiiiiiiig  north  and  south 
through  tlie  center.-  of  townsliips  5,  o,  7  and  8  north,  in  range  6  west,  should 
be  set  off  and  organized  for  temporary  purposes  as  a  township,  with  the 
name  01  Maple.  W  ho  named  the  township  docs  not  appear,  but  naturally 
the  source  of  the  name  was  that  of  tlie  Maple  nver,  hu  called  lung  bciore 
that. 

On  March  6,  1838,  townships  5  and  6  north,  in  range  5  west,  and  the 
cast  half  of  townships  5  and  6  north,  in  range  6  west,  were  set  off  to  Port- 
land. On  March  30,  1840,  the  name  of  the  township  of  Maple  was  changed 
to  Lyons,  the  change  in  name  being  effected  at  the  instigation  of  Lucius 
Lyon,  who  desired,  doubtless,  the  additional  honor  of  being  remembered  in 
the  township  designation  as  well  as  in  the  name  of  the  village.  On  Febru- 
ary 29,  1844,  the  township  numbered  8  north,  in  range  5  west,  was  set  off 
to  the  township  of  North  Plains,  excepting  that  portion  southeast  of  the 
Maple  river.  The  tract  named  was  set  off  from  Lyons  to  North  Plains, 
January  9,  1867. 

On  March  22,  184S,  sections  22,  27  and  34,  in  township  7  north,  range 

6  west,  together  with  sections  i,  2.  3,  io,  ti  and  12,  and  so  much  of  sec- 
tions i.^.  14  and  15,  as  lay  north  of  Grand  river,  in  tlie  same  township,  were 
attached  to  Ionia. 

These  various  eliminations  left  to  the  township  ot  Lyons,  township  7 
north,  range  5  west,  and  sections  35,  36,  25,  26,  23  and  24  and  that  portion 
of  section  13  lying  couth  of  Grand  river,  all  in  township  7  north,  range  6 
west.  The  territory  named  as  lying  in  township  7  north,  range  6  west, 
south  of  Grand  river,  was  detached  from  Lyons,  March  13,  1867,  leaving 
the  township  with  six  miles  square. 

The  first  township  meeting  in  Maple  was  held  April  3,  1837,  and  Asa 
Bunnell  was  chosen  moderator.  There  was  an  adjournment  to  the  house 
of  £.  Lyon  &  Company,  and  the  election  which  follovred  town  officials  were 
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chosen  as  follow:  Supervisor,  Isaac  Thompson;  clerk,  David  Irish,  asses- 
sors, Hiram  Brown,  Asa  Bunnell  and  Almeron  Newman. 

Lyons  is  known  as  township  7,  in  range  5  west,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  North  Plains,  on  the  south  by  Portland,  on  the  east  by  Clipton 
county  and  on  the  west  by  Ionia  township.  There  are  three  streams  flow- 
ing through  this  township,  namely,  Grand  and  Maple  rivers  and  Stony  creek. 
The  Grand  river  enters  the  township  at  the  southwest  corner  of  section  33 
and  flows  north  and  cast  in  a  meandering  course  through  sections  33,  28, 
29,  20,  19  and  18,  upon  the  latter  of  which  it  receives  the  waters  of  Maple 
river  and  then  passes  out  of  the  township.  The  Grand  river  is  rather  a 
picturesque  stream  as  it  fluws  through  this  township.  Tt  is  dotted  here  and 
there  with  i-laiuls  ;inil  fringed  with  liigh  bank?,  while  its  ^Tacefiil  curves 
are  pretty  features  in  the  landscape.  It  h  a  rapielly-tlowing  stream  and  fur- 
nishes a  natural  flrairiage  for  this  section.  Tlie  Maple  river  is  a  sluggish 
stream  and  p(i>>e->es  uu  mill  power.  Tt  was  of  great  service  to  the  iumber- 
nieu  in  the  early  clays,  but  at  present  has  very  little  value  exceia  for  fur- 
nishing a  iKiiural  drainage  for  the  farms.  It  flows  south  and  west  from 
section  2,  is  joined  by  Stony  creek  on  section  9,  and  itself  joins  the  Grand 
in  section  18.  Stony  creek  is  the  last  stream  of  Lyons  township.  It  enters 
the  township  at  section  21  and  joins  with  the  Maple  in  section  9. 

The  settlement  of  Lyons  can  be  divided  into  two  separate  parts,  namely, 
that  of  the  township  and  that  of  the  village.  Thaddeus  O.  Warner  and 
John  Gee  were  among  the  first  settlers  in  the  township  outside  of  the  village. 
They  came  together  to  this  county,  and  after  a  diflicult  journey  through  the 
then  unsettled  country,  eventually,  in  1834,  reached  the  cabin  of  Philo 
Bogue,  on  the  present  site  of  Portland.  They  then  pushed  on  to  tht  village 
of  Lyons  and  engaged  William  Hunt,  who  was  then  keeping  a  trading  sta- 
tion in  the  village,  to  act  as  their  guide  in  selecting  a  suitable  location  for  a 
home.  Gee  selected  a  tract  on  section  36,  in  what  is  now  North  Plains,  and 
Warner  a  similar  tract  on  section  i  of  Lyons.  In  the  six  miles  square  now 
called  Lyons  township,  between  Stony  creek  and  Maple  river,  there  were 
just  two  settlers.  One  was  Frank'  Chubb .  who  had  settled  in  the  spring  of 
1834  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  11,  and  the  Other  was  Nathan  Ben- 
jamin, on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  i. 

In  April,  1835,  Warner  married,  and  in  May.  with  his  wife,  set  out  for 
his  new  possessions  in  the  west,  llreir  journey  was  a  perilous  and  tire- 
some undertaking  and  must  have  sorely  tried  the  heart  and  nerve  of  the 
newly  married  couple. 


122 


IPNiA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


John  Gee  did  not  return  to  his  land  until  1836,  and  after  a  year  in 
North  Plains  sold  out  to  Moses  Dean  and  moved  to  a  inill-site  on  Stony 
creek,  in  section  14.  In  1837  erected  a  mill,  the  first  in  the  township. 
William  Merrill,  who  came  out  with  Gee  as  a  farm  hand,  settled  in  1841 
on  a  tract  in  section  11,  I  \oiis  township. 

In  1837  Sebastian  Beckwith  came  to  the  township  and  claimed  t!ie 
place  on  section  i  occupied  by  Nathan  Benj,in»iii.  Benjamin  was  a  sr)tiatter, 
but  he  was  given  an  ample  recom]irT!sc  for  lii-  ■,,  ork  on  the  tract.  Beck- 
with was  soon  ^J'U'T  joined  ]>y  his  t\v«)  haciitlor  hroihers.  Norton  and  Hiram. 

AIex;iii(kr  (  Iiubb,  a  N'ew  Yorker,  came  to  Lyons  in  T837  hihI  pur- 
chased land  in  section  u.  Tn  October.  T838.  he  returned  and  the  lullowmg 
year  lie  built  the  first  irauie  barn  erected  in  the  township. 

The  first  child  bom  in  the  towaship  was  Franklin  Chubb's  daughter, 
Antoinette,  who  saw  the  h'ght  first  on  the  28th  day  of  June,  1835.  The  first 
death  is  said  to  have  been  that  of  Harry,  an  infant  son  of  Franklin  Chubb. 
The  first  adult  person  to  die  is  believed  to  have  l>een  Miss  Palmer,  sister  to 
Silas  Crippen's  wife,  with  whom  she  was  living  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
She  was  buried  in  the  I.«banon  cemetery,  which  for  some  time  thereafter 
was  used  by  the  people  in  that  portion  of  T.yons  for  burial  purposes. 

The  first  crop  of  wheat  raised  in  the  township  was  sown  by  Franklin 
Chubb,  in  the  fall  of  1834.  There  were  eight  acres  in  the  piece  and,  to  the 
surprise  of  everybody,  it  threshed  thirty-six  biisheTs  to  the  acre.  Chubb 
made  so  poor  a  crtic^s  alxiut  it  tiiat  he  offered  to  sell  Thaddcus  Warner  ont' 
acre  of  (he  standinij;-  wheat,  reckoned  at  twenty-five  hn^licl'-;  [>■  Uu-  aerc.  Imt 
Warner  would  not  even  hax  e  it  at  that.  Until  1839  the  wlitat  was  threshed 
in  Lyons  by  causing  oxen  to  tread  it  out.  In  that  year  a  Mr.  Castle,  of 
Owos.so,  came  in  with  a  Burrill  thresher  and  .strai|?htway  effected  a  wel- 
come revolution  in  harvest  methods.  Under  a  strong  pressure,  the  old  Bur- 
rill thresher  could  dispose  of  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty 
bushds  daily.  Thaddetis  Warner  bought  the  machine  of  Castle  and  for 
twenty-five  years  after  that  pursued  continuously  the  busine.ss  of  wheat 
threshing. 

Daniel  Hunt  came  to  Ohio  from  New  York,  and  from  there  came  on 
to  Detroit.  .A.t  Lyons  he  l)ought  a  fort>'-acrc  tract  on  Stony  creek  and  sent 
for  his  family. 

Settlements  in  that  portion  of  the  township  south  of  Stonx-  creek  were 
made  as  early  as  1837.  the  earliest  comers  beincf  Zina  Lloycl  and  Henry 
Bartow.   In  T838.  when  Nathaniel  Searing  visited  F.,yons  in  search  of  a  land 
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location,  he  found  but  three  settlers  between  Portland  and  Lyons  on  the 
road  between  the  two  points  following  the  river  on  the  east.  These  thfee 
were  Webster  and  Haskins,  in  Portland  township;  Lloyd  was  building  a 
saw-mill  there  on  Goot>e  creek  and  was  keeping  a  postoffice,  called  "Maple." 
The  mail  was  kept  in  an  oid  cupboard,  but  there  was  so  little  of  it  that  it  did 
not  make  much  difference  where  he  kept  it. 

In  1838  came  i^ichard  barman  to  land  on  section  34  that  he  had  located 
in  1836,  Asa  Hunneil  and  Joseph  Letandre  to  section  21,  and  Asahel  Hop- 
kins cm  ihe  -o\\\h  township  line.  v\K>n  tlie  western  bank  01  tlic  rivcr,  where 
George  Duiion  had  made  iht  m>\  clearing.  When  Farnian  settled  there- 
was  no  huusc  between  liis  and  Lyon-.  J'bere  was  a  "ptpper  miil  at  Port- 
land, kept  by  Newman,  but  it  was  not  much  U:ttcr  than  tiie  pnuutive  pestle 
and  pan  used  by  many  a  settler  to  grind  his  corn.  In  1838  Henry  Bartow 
was  living  on  the  south  township  line,  on  section  35. 

Zina  Lloyd,  who  is  spoken  of  as  a  man  of  considerable  capacity,  moved 
into  Portland  and  carried  the  postofiice  with  him. 

In  1838  there  was  a  decent  road  along  the  river  between  Lyons  and 
Portland,  following  essentially  the  course  pursued  by  the  road  later  used. 
When  Nathaniel  Searing  came,  in  1838,  he  found  a  number  of  people  who 
had  come  into  the  neighborhood  meanwhile,  namely,  Robert  Toan,  Zina 
Lloyd,  Berrick  Cooley,  Richard  l^arsons,  Hopkins  Roe,  Levi  Ferguson, 
Henry  and  Plarvey  Bartow,  Patrick  Lawless,  George  Lloyd  and  George 
Marcy.  Mr.  Searing  bought  his  land  of  K'der  Hicox.  Taxes  cost  hiro 
five  dollars,  leaving  him  just  two  dollars  atid  a  half. 

The  force  and  use  of  philosophy  are  illustrated  in  the  following  inci- 
dent as  related  by  Mr.  Searing.  In  the  summer  of  1843  T'-l^l^r  Chauncey 
Reynolds  went  to  Northville  for  a  load  of  supplies  and,  among  other  things. 
hroii,s:,dit  back  a  ease  of  shoes,  which,  he  gave  out,  he  would  exchange  for 
hides.  Now,  it  so  happened.  \h?A  Searine.  liis  wdfe  and  the  children  had 
been  going  barefooted  for  si nne  lime,  .simply  l»eean-e  they  were  too  poor  to 
buy  .shoes,  Tt  also  happened  that  a  steer  heloncring  to  Searing  had  mired 
and  died  the  day  before  Reynolds  got  back  witli  his  case  of  shoes.  Philoso- 
phy taught  Searing  that  he  was  in  great  luck  after  all  in  having  the  steer 
mire  when  he  did,  for  the  hide  was  just  what  he  wanted  to  trade  for  shoes. 

In  1837  Lewis  Willey,  then  a  young  man,  came  west  with  Cole  and 
Wadsworth,  who  settled  in  Portland,  and  he  recollects  that  getting  through 
the  woods  was  such  slow  work  that  they  were  all  of  one  day  floundering  . 
through  three  miles  of  mud.   In  1837  he  found  Henry  Bartow  on  section 
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35  and  farther  north  Allen  and  Chaunoey  Reynolds  and  William  Bartow, 
Sr.,  on  section  23  and  Stephen  Willett  on  section  24. 

Lewis  Willey  worked  about  in  the  KQrnolds  neighborhood  until  1839, 
when  he  settled  upon  section  i  in  Portland,  and  in  1845  located  on  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  35,  where  George  W.  Farman  and  Archibald  Wil- 
cox had  made  clearings  of  nineteen  and  twenty  acres  respectively.  Shortly 
after  Willey  came  to  the  town,  in  1837,  Isaac  Canheld,  a  brother-in-law  to 
Henry  Bartow,  made  a  settlement  upon  section  36,  and  at  a  later  date  came 
a  Mr.  TVeston,  Hiram  Stevens  and  Levi  Ferguson. 

1  here  was  an  occasional  chance  oi  s^elWn^  u  heat  at  Lyons  and  getting 
hall  cash  and  half  Store  pay,  but  journeys  to  Detroit  were  often  in  order 
and  then  the  man  who  went  Would  usually  undertake  to  bring  out  supplies 
for  die  entire  neighboriiood. 

The  first  cemetery  laid  out  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town^iiip  was  the 
one  on  section  25,  and  the  iirsi  person  buried  tlierein  was  the  wife  of  Dr. 
W.  Z.  Blanchard,  in  1839. 

Charles  Millard  first  located  in  the  wilds  of  the  West  in  1840  and  for 
three  years  after  that  period  lived  in  the  townships  of  Lebanon  and  North 
Plains.  In  1844  he  moved  to  section  14  in  Lyons,  and  made  a  beginning 
upon  an  eighty-acre  lot  of  wild  land.  The  Beckwiths  were  then  living  on 
section  i  and,  with  Moses  Dean,  owned  the  only  two-horse-teams  boasted  in 
the  region  between  Stony  creek  and  the  Maple.  There  was  at  that  time  a 
traveled  road  between  Lyons  and  the  region  known  as  the  East  Plains,  and 
a  road  from  the  south  that  intersected  the  angling  Lyons  road  on  section  11. 
Millard  and  his  wife  had  accompanied  Moses  Dean  and  wife  westward  at 
Dean's  suggestion,  the  latter,  for  some  time  a  settler  in  North  Plains,  being 
in  western  New  York  for  a  visit.  In  the  summer  of  1841,  Millard  concluded 
he  would  go  to  mill,  and,  as  a  preliminary  to  that  perfftrniance,  walked 
through  the  woods  to  Maple  Rapi<l?  to  engage  an  Indian  and  canoe,  for  the 
trip  to  mill  was  to  be  made  via  river  to  Ionia,  after  which  they  returned 
home. 

In  Septeml>er,  18^1,  Millard  came  down  with  chil!>  and  fever  and  lay 
almost  helpless  until  June,  his  wife  haviui^;  to  do  the  labor.  Like  their 
neighbors,  the  Millards  had  to  go  hnng^ry  once  in  a  while.  Good  whole- 
some flour  was  a  highly-prized  luxury,  hard  to  get  and  exceedingly  satisfy- 
ing when  at  hand,  even  if  there  was  not  much  else  available. 

When  Charles  Millard  settled  upon  section  14  in  Lyons  in  1844,  he 
found  his  neighbors  to  be  Alexander  Chubb,  on  section  11;  Nehemiah  Htmt, 
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just  west;  Abram  Ely,  directly  north  of  Hunt;  Franklin  Chubb,  on  section 
II ;  T.  O.  Warner,  on  section  ii,  and  John  Gee,  at  the  mill-site  on  Stony 
creek.  "Doctor''  Millard,  father  of  Charles  Millard,  bought  Alexander 
Chubb's  place  in  1846  and  moved  upon  it.  Although  his  name  was  Joshua, 
he  in  some  way  gained,  early  in  life,  the  appellation  of  "Doctor,"  des^Hte  the 
fact  that  he  never  was  a  man  of  medicine. 

The  first  settlements  west  of  the  Grand  river  and  among  the  first  made 
in  the  township  were  those  of  William  Moore,  and  his  sons,  Daniel  and  Will- 
iam. They  made  their  advent  early  in  the  summer  of  1834  and,  after  tarry- 
ing at  Hunt's  trading-house  long  etiough  to  permit  the  men  folks  to  get  up  a 
catun  on  the  Moore  tract,  in  section  28,  the  family  moved  up  there.  Their 
land  lay  on  the  river,  opposite  Moore's  island,  so  named  from  the  family. 
The  Moores  did  not  remain  more  than  four  years,  when  tlie\  tin  ived  to  Port- 
land. Meanwhile,  in  1837.  Isaac  Thompson,  known  far  and  wide  as  "J^dge" 
Thompson,  purchased  in  that  vicinity  a  very  large  tract  of  land  and  brought 
out  a  large  force  of  men  to  do  the  clearing.  For  a  time  Thonipson  was 
allowed  to  remain  tlie  only  settler  in  tl)at  locality.  Asahel  Iltjjjkins  was  per- 
haps the  earliest  comer  thereabouts  after  Thompson,  but  liopkin^j  happened 
to  locate  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  in  section  33. 

William  Htuit,  the  Indian  trader,  made  a  location  on  the  western  shore 
of  the  river.  William  Way  came  along  presently  and  in  1847  Crane 
made  his  clearing.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Lamb  was  among  the  early 
comers  in  that  region  and,  in  1853,  B.  F.  Faxon  and  his  son,  £.  M.  Faxon, 
made  settlements,  followed,  in  1S54,  by  Rufus  Kelley,  who  bought  the  old 
Thompson  tract  of  land  on  section  29  and  32,  on  which  Judge  Thompson 
had  cleared  about  thirty  acres.   Jacob  improved  the  place  on  section  32. 

Among  other  early  settlers  on  the  west  side  of  the  Grand  river  may 
also  be  named  John  Rock,  Edward  Doran,  D.  C.  Bennett,  W.  Johnson,  Simon 
Town>  Bernard  Thomas  and  Frank  McQuillin,  Patrick  Fitch  and  C.  W. 
Staley. 

In  1840,  James  Root  conduded  to  come  to  Lyons  and  join  Mv.  Jason, 
one  of.  his  relatives,  then  Uving  west  of  the  river,  upon  land  formerly 

embraced  within  the  Judge  Thompson  tract.  .  Root  remained  there  about 

two  years,  and  in  1842  removed  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  river,  where,  in 
section  26,  he  Ixuight  a  place  of  Hervey  Bartow,  and  where,  in  1845,  died. 

Alvin  Sutton  settled  in  1842  in  Portland  township  on  the  nortii  town- 
ship line.  He  came  from  western  New  York,  where  he  had  been  a  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  circuit-preacher,  and  upon  his  arrival  in  Michigan  resumed 
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his  ministenal  labors.  He  preached  in  Portland,  -  Lyons  atui  other  places 
over  a  wide  circuit  and  died  in  Lyons  in  1864.  His  son,  Lorenzo,  settled 
there  in  1849,  made  his  home  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  forest  Later 
settlers  in  that  neighborhood  were  M.  R.  Fisk  and  £.  O.  Smith,  the  latter 
a  settler  in  Eaton  county  in  1838. 

William  Brown  settled  in  Michigan  in  1833,  and  in  1843  bought  of 
Allen  Reynolds  a  place  in  Lyons,  on  section  23,  where  Joseph  Re3molds  had 
made  a  clearing  of  twenty  acres.  The  north  and  south  road,  later  passing 
their  heme,  was  then  but  a  mere  path.  About  that  time,  O.  S.  and  S.  H. 
Kimball  made  beginnings  on  new  land  just  south  of  Stony  Creek  and  How^ 
ard  Wright  located  on  section  23,  coming  with  O.  S.  Kimball.  Among 
other  settlers  in  the  neighborliood  of  Stony  creek  were  VV.  K.  Slade,  N.  P. 
Hopkins,  W.  Steels,  Lrancis  Gee,  Fsaac  Balch  and  Jo^^eph  Townscnd. 

North  of  Stony  creek  and  ea-t  't  the  Maple  \\a^  the  'Settlement,  in  i8-j2, 
of  Isaac  Shoemaker,  who  ])mi<;ht  of  Nathan  Beiiiaiinn,  on  secti!)n  i,  forty 
acre<  of  land  ijartially  iniiiroved.  He  was  accompauietl  to  the  town  by  his 
bruther-in-lavv,  VV'illiam  H.  Pralt.  who  soon  afterwards  made  a  location  on 
section  I.  Near  Shoemaker,  at  a  later  period,  settlements  were  aanicd  by 
Dr.  Alonzo  Sunderlin  (a  ])ract;cin^  ijUy.siciaii  in  those  parts  lor  many  years) 
and  \\  iliiani  T.  Bissell.  With  them  came  Nicholas  G.  Bisseli,  who  settled 
farther  south.    Joseph  Randolph  was  among  the  later  settlers  in  that  vicinity. 

West  of  these,  David  Fifield  and  Abram  Ely  were  early  comers,  and  in 
1845  Richard  Carbcrry  and  'Fliomus  Welch  took  possession  of  a  quarter  of 
section  10  and  gave  out  that  they  proposed  to  farm  accordingly  to  purely 
scientiAc  principles.  They  brought  in  a  flock  of  about  three  hundred  sheep 
and,  in  support  of  their  scientific  determination,  brought  also  an  invoice  of 
books  on  agriculture,  according  to  whose  precepts  they  proposed  to  conduct 
their  operations  as  husbandmen,  for  their  practical  knowledge  of  farming 
was  literally  nothing.  Of  course  they  made  a  disastr  n  i^  failure  of  the  "whole 
affair  and  a  laughing  stock  of  themselves.  The>  had  no  sooner  got  their 
sheep  into  the  town  than  they  discovered  that  they  had  nothing  to  feed  them, 
and  so  they  sold  them  off  as  fast  as  they  conld.  At  the  en<l  of  less  thrm  a 
year,  they  came  to  the  rnncliT^ion  that  tiiev  had  u'iade  a  wDctn!  nii>takc  in 
nn<lprtaking  farmiiitr  like  sensible  men.  retired  to  some  other  and  inure 

conti;enial  |)nrsnit.  The  place  was  subsefiuently  occupied  by  Eugene  Beck- 
with  and.  in  i8q^.  bv  M.  \^ance. 

Carlierry  l:)(:)arded  with  Neheiniah  Hunt  awhile,  but  by  and  by  came  to 
the  conclusion  thai  he  could  not  pay  the  price  of  board,  one  dollar  and  a 
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half  a  week,  aiid  accordingly  set  up  a  bachelor's  hall.  At  that  time  sturgeon 
were  very  plentiful  in  Stony  creek,  and  Carberry  was  naturally  fed  on  them 
freely.  He  probably  grew  tired  of  a  steady  fish  diet,  for  Hunt  overheard 
him  holding  an  imaginary  conversation  with  some  of  the  old  folks  at  home, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  remarked,  "Oh,  if  you  old  folks  could  only  know 
how  we're  living  out  here  in  Michigan.  Just  think  of  it.  Stinking  fish  and 
johnny-cake!" 

Henry  Loomis  moved  with  his  family  in  1849  to  a  place  on  section  11, 
where  Alexander  Chubb  luid  improved  ten  acres.  South  of  him  the  Seavers 
(early  settlers  in  Dallas)  settled  later,  an<l  A.  Bahlke,  on  the  north,  where 
William  Merril  had  made  the  first  improvement. 

I.yon«  has  been  the  most  prolific  of  any  township  in  relation  to  the  vil- 
lages within  her  liinits  There  are  at  present  three  growing  towns  in  Lyons 
township,  namely,  rewauio,  Lyons  and  Muir. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1867-71,  \V.  H.  Woodworlh;  1872,  D.  C  Spaulding;  1873,  Louis 
Willis;  1874,  W.  H.  Freeman:  1875-76,  A.  W.  Sherwood;  1877-79,  A.  K. 
Roof;  1880,  A.  H.  Jacob;  1881-83,  Dustine  C.  Oakes;  1884,  Abram  H. 
Jacob;  1885,  no»rcport;  1886-87,  A.  K.  Roff;  1888-89-90.  Henry  H.  Hitch- 
-  cock;  1891,  Julian  S.  Tibbilts;  1892-93,  Henry  Hitchcock;  1894-95,  Julius 
S.  Tibhitts;  1896,  John  Hale;  1807,  Clarence  Hodgman;  1898-1900-01,  John 
McQuillian;  1902  to  the  present  time,  George  D.  Faxon. 

INDIAN  BATTLES. 

In  section  20,  Lyons  township,  where  Grand  river  makes  a  big  bend 
from  a  north  to  a  southwest  direction,  was  fought  a  big  Indian  battle,  prob- 
ably about  1785.  A  tribe  of  Pottawatomie  Indians  on  the  Arthurburg  hill 
just  west  of  Muir,  built  earthworks  for  defense,  on  which  trees  are  now 
growing  eighteen  inches  thick.  Giippewa  Indians,  thirty  miles  up  Maple 
river,  planned  to  attack  those  at  Arthurburg  hill  in  conjunction  with  the 
Menominee  Indians  on  Grand  river,  near  Lansing,  purposing  to  take  the 
stronghold  and  also  the  fields  of  cleared  land  in  the  valleys  at  the  junction 
of  Grand  and  Maple  rivers,  on  which  good  crops  were  then  growing.  The 
fast-flowing-  current  of  Grand  river  broug-ht  the  Menominee;?  a  day  ahead  of 
the  nthrrs.  The  Pottawatomies,  who  ha<|  been  fully  inforiTierl  by  runners, 
of  the  proposed  attack,  met  them  at  the  bend  of  the  riv^r  east  of  Lyons, 
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where  the  Le  Tandre  farm  is  cow,  and  defeated  the  invaders.  The  next 
day  they  met  the  other  attackers  up  the  Maple  river  and  likewise  defeated 
them.  Hmidreds  of  skulls  and  skeletons  have  been  dug  up  where  they 
fought.  On  the  south  side  of  the  bend  was  a  plat  of  ground  reserved  by 
the  Indians  for  their  annual  "green  corn  dance"  and  they  had  about  four 
acres  of  com  growing  there.  At  the  time  of  their  dance,  all  arms  and 
ammunition  were  deposited-  vnth  the  chief,  in  order  to  prevent  their  killing 
each  other  when  full  of  liquor.  They  kept  up  these  dances  for  ten  or  fifteen 
years  alter  the  white  settlers  came  to  this  locality. 

LYONS. 

The  village  of  Lyons,  charmingly  situated  in  a  fertile  valley  upon  both 
sides  of  the  Grand  river,  invited  the  attention  of  the  pioneer  at  an  early 
date,  both  by  reason  of  its  picturesque  location  and  the  presence  of  the  fine 
water-power.  The  river  flows  from  the  south  through  the  center  of  the 
village,  margined  by  high,  abrupt  bluffs  and  thickly-wooded  banks.  South 
of  the  town  one  may  gain  from  the  hill  overlooking  the  civer  a  magnificent 
view.  At  his  feet,  and  stretching  away  upon  either  hand,  lies  a  broad- 
reaching  valley,  upon  whose  bosom,  in  picturesque  beauty,  repose  the  villages 
of  Lyons  and  Muir.  , 

Until  1830  no  white  man  \'entured  to  penetrate  into  the  Grand  river 
valley  near  the  vilbige  of  L}ons.  In  tlint  year,  however.  William  Hunt, 
learning  that  the  point  was  a  most  tavoral)le  one  for  the  purpose,  sci  up  a 
trading-post  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  and  l>egan  to  tratTic  with  the 
Indians  for  furs,  skins  and  such  other  commodities  as  th^r  chose  to  bring 
to  him  in  exchange  for  whisky,  blankets,  guns,  etc.  Htmt  had  as  partners 
in  the  enterprise  at  various  times  men  named  Belcher  and  Burgess,  of  whom 
Belcher  remained  until  1834,  when  he  removed  to  Kalamazoo.  He  was  by 
profession  a  lawyer,  but  while  here  he  appeared  to  be  given  to  the  notion  that 
he  could  do  better  as  an  Indian  trader  in  the  wilds  of  Michigan  than  as  a 
lawyer  in  the  haunts  of  men.  >Miether  his  practice  proved  the  truth  of 
that  theory,  has  never  yet  been  disclosed.  Belcher's  wife  wa.s  undoubtedly 
the  first  white  woman  resident  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  village  of 
Lyons,  while  her  child,  bom  in  1834,  was  likewise  the  first  white  child  bora 
in  that  territory. 

The  business  of  trading  with  the  Indians  as  carried  oh  by  Hunt.  P>elcher 
and  Burgess,  was  the  only  white  man's  effort  in  mercantile  lines  in  that 
neighborhood  until  the  year  1836.  when  Lucius  Ly<Hi  founded  the  village  of 
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Lyons.  Lyon,  who  was  concerned  with  the  stirveytng  of  the  governnicnt 
lands  in  IMichigan.  entered  the  hmd  upjn  which  T.yons  now  stands,  and  in 
1836  i>roeeede(.l  to  carr_\'  out  his  originah) -formed  project  of  creating  a  vil- 
lage tlieie.  The  iirst  st-ttler  uj)on  lhal  ground  was  Giles  S.  Isham.  \vh(^ 
made  a  loeatujn  upon  the  west  bide  of  the  river,  put  up  a  log"  cabin  and  Ixgan 
10  clear  Wis  land.  The  iaipressioii  that  H.  V.  Lil>hart  was  an  early  settler  in 
Lyons  was  a  mistaken  one.  He  settled,  it  is  true,  in  1833,  but  in  what  was 
then  in  Lyons  township  and  now  in  Ionia  township. 

Isham  had  gotten  fairly  settled  in  the  summer  of  1836,  when  along 
came  Edward  Lyon,  Henry  A.  Leonard  and  Andrew  Hanse,  attended  by  a 
company  of  sixteen  carpenters  and  builders  sent  out  by  Lucius  Lyon  to  build 
a  bridge,  stores,  dwellings,  etc.,  and  to  give  the  new  village  a  proper  archi- 
tectural start.  Among  the  sixteen  carpenters  alluded  to,  were  Ashlar  Cooper, 
David  Pressy  and  N.  J.  AUport,  who,  with  T.eonard  and  Lyon,  became 
permanent  settlers.  Isham's  was  the  only  house  on  the  spot  except  Hunt's 
and  die  only  one  at  all  capable  of  containing  the  company  of  carpenters, 
though  it  was  a  close  fit.  However,  all  hands  took  shelter  in  it  until  they 
could  arran^  accommodations  of  their  own,  which  they  were  not  Ions:  in 
"doins:  They  estahli'^hcd  a  camp  on  the  bank  ot  the  river,  N.  J.  Mlpoit  l>eing 
"chief  cook  and  Ijotrle  washer,"  and,  as  the  fir«t  work  in  hand,  tiegan  at  the 
ere<-r:':»n  of  a  store,  in  which  Fdward  Lvon  wa^  to  lie  the  stf 'rt  keepcr.  That 
building  was  a  itrftt\  tjorid  nuc  even  lt>r  thi-  .la\"  and  was  the  rirsl  framed 
Structure  built  in  tlie. village.  The  next  improveuient  was  the  building  of  a 
dvveUing-house  for  Edward  JLyon,  likewise  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river. 
Lyon  obtained  the  brilliant  idea  that  Lyons  would  become  a  first-class  city 
in  less  than  no  time  and,  to  meet  what  he  conceived  would  soon  be  the  popular 
demand,  he  stocked  his  store  with  choice  goods,  including  even  silks,  cham- 
pagne, etc.  When  he  gave  the  champagne  away  to  get  rid  of  it  and  saw  the 
silks  severely  neglected,  he  concluded  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  being  too 
smart. 

The  lumber  for  the  village  improvements  was  easily  obtainable  at  H.  V. 
Libhart's  saw-mill,  about  two  miles  westward,  and  in  the  business  of  hauling 
the  lumber  from  mill  to  village  David  Baldwin,  famous  as  die  owner  of  a 
great  breaking-up  team,  was  the  chief  factor. 

The  filrst  recorded  plat  of  the  villag"e  of  Lyons  h  dated  November  26, 
1836.  sisjned  by  T.ucins  T.yon,  and  designated  as  "occupying  land  on  sections 
18  and  19,  in  town  7  north,  rang'e  5  west."    The  i)lat  further  sets  forth 
that  ''this  town  is  situated  at  the  head  of  steamboat  navigation  on  Grand 
(9) 
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river,  one  hundred  miles  from  the  river's  mouth,  and  sixty  miles  from  Grand 
Rapids." 

The  second  plat  was  made  by  Walter  Halstead,  on  section  19,  March 
18,  1857,  as  Halstead's  addition.  The  third  was  made  by  Daniel  Ball  and 
R.  E.  Butterworth  in  September,  1857,  as  Ball's  addition,  and  the  fourth  by 
H.  and  E.  A.  Hawley,  D.  B.  Lyon  and  B.  F.  Rockafellow.  The  latter  addi- 
tion is  described  as  "commencing  at  a  point  in  the  south  Une  of  Isham  street, 
four  rods  south  of  the  southeast  comer  of  block  84,  of  the  original  i^at  of 
the  village,  in  a  magnetic  course  south  three  degrees  east;  thence  along  the 
south  line  of  Isham  street  south  eighty-seven  degrees  west  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  feet  to  the  bank  of  the  Grand  river." 

In  the  fall  of  1836,  the  vi!1ai!:e  bring  plalird  and  the  \illage  site  fast 
emerging"  from  the  embrace  ot  the  torcsi,  as  the  woodn^en  plied  their  ]>i\-y 
axes,  the  population  l>f  i^an  to  uicrease  and  the  signs  of  the  times  pomted  to  a 
healthtul  growth  of  the  entcrprisf. 

In  Oclolx-r,  1836.  Sinieon  AJortiiiier  came  to  the  town  and,  on  Decem- 
ber 7  of  that  year  opened  the  pioneer  blacksmith  shop. 

To  that  time  the  village  improvements  had  been  confined  vwholly  to  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  but  now  James  W.  Tabor,  who  was  in  charge  of 
Lucius  L3ron's  landed  interests  in  that  region,  erected  a  fine  residence  on  the 
east  bank.  Meanwhile,  Joel  Burgess  had  opened  a  house  of  entertainment 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  A.  L.  Roof  and  A.  F.  Bell  were  living  in  a 
shanty.  Bell  and  Roof  made  the  journey  together  down  the  river  from 
Jackson  to  Lyons  in  a  poleboat,  in  which  they  conveyed  all  their  worldly 
possessions,  which,  as  may  be  imagined,  were  not  very  extensive.  These 
young  men  were  law  graduates  and  surveyors  and,  coming  to  the  new  vil- 
lage with  a  few  law  books  as  their  chief  stock  in  trade,  established  them- 
selves there  as  lawyers  and  surveyors. 

In  1837,  Henry  A.  Leonard  and  .Andrew  Hanse  began  the  erection,  for 
Lucius  Lyon,  of  a  bridge  over  the  Grand  river  at  Lyons.  Tt  was  the  first 
bridge  thrown  acros"?  the  stream  between  Grand  TTa\  cn  and  Jack.son. 

Early  in  the  year  11837,  Peter  Coon  and  i  .  K.  Dewey,  then  sturdy 
voung  men.  joined  the  dimin\ui\  e  hand  in  tlie  little  village.  I  hey  were 
friends  and  neightors  in  Genesee  county.  New  York,  and,  hearing  from 
Marshall  Smcad,  just  returned  from  a  prospecting  tour,  that  there  was  a 
fine  country  and  good  land  at  the  luoutli  of  the  Maple  river,  tliey  determined 
to  go  out  there  and  grow  up  with  the  country.  1  hey  went  to  a  country 
dance  the  night  of  Febntary  22,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  23(1  left  the  Kill- 
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room  for  the  far  West.  Each,  with  a  twcnty-eight-pound  pack  on  his  back, 
footed  it  merrily  to  the  mouth  of  the  Maple,  which,  without  cxpcriciu  iii^' 
any  remarkable  vicissitude,  they  reached  on  March  13.  T837,  each  with  an 
En^Hish  six-pence  in  his  pocket  as  the  sum  total  ot  his  worldly  jxjsses.sion. 
Mr.  Dewey  relates  that,  w  hei;  they  got  to  I.\  ims,  they  found  Edward  T.yons. 
and  Giles  S.  Jsham  keeping  >to;cs  on  the  west  bank  of  the  ri\  er ;  Juel  I]nr^ess 
kept  what  he  called  a  tavern;  Simeon  iMortimer  waa  carrying  on  a  l>lack- 
smith  shop ;  and  there  w  ere  living  also  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  David 
Irish  (derk  for  Edward),  James  W.  Tabor  (Lucius  Lyon's  agent),  William 
Hunt  (then  having  exchatiged  the  business  of  Indian  trader  for  land>httnter 
and  guide),  David  Pressy  and  Henry  A.  Leonard,  carpenters,  and  A.  L. 
Hoof  and  A.  F.  Bell,  who  were  keeping  house  and  studying  law  in  a  board 
shanty. 

On  December  i,  1837,  the  good  people  of  Lyons  were  treated  to  the 
sensational  spectacle  of  a  steamboat  plowing  the  voters  of  the  Grand  river 
to  the  very  doors  of  the  town.  The  vessel  was  the  "Governor  Mason,"  a 
side-wheeler  employed  in  navigating  the  lakes,'  and  the  river  being  risen  to 
an  extraordinary  height,  the  owners,  of  the  craft  ascended  the  -  f '  Is  and 
river  as  far  as  Lyons  simply  to  gratify  a  stidden  fancy.  Ordinarily  the  boat, 
whicli  wa«;  a  capacimis  one,  con1d  not  have  accnmplishcfl  the  nndertakinij. 
but  the  tiood  had  laid  the  onntrv  vmder  water  and  snppHed  an  anijile  depth 
in  the  river.  Until  1838  the  waters  01  the  stream  were  not  again  vexed  by 
a  Steauiboat's  paddle,  ahhongh  navigation  was  reg\darl\  pursiied  by  means 
of  pole  boats.  In  this  way  supplies  for  the  settlement  and  produce  for  mar- 
ket were  transported  via  Grand  Haven,  ahhongh  there  was  also  similar  traffic 
o\'erland  to  and  from  Detroit. 

Ten  years  afterwards,  in  1847,  ^he  Legislature  made  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  navigation  on  the  Grand  nyer  and  navigation  was 
so  improved  that  in  1848  small  steamboats  were  put  into  service  by  Danid 
Ball  and  others  between  Lyons  and  Grand  Rapids  for  the  purpose  of  towing 
flatboats.  These  boats  did  considerable  business  in  the  way  of  carrying 
produce  out  of  the  valley,  and  by  their  agency  all  wheat  shipments  were  made 
until  railway  construction  pushed  them  aside.  Buigess  Hall,  as  agent  for 
Beach  k  Company,  had  a  wheat  warehouse  at  the  west  end  of  the  bridge, 
from  which  the  flatboats  took  their  wheat  cargoes  and  through  which  a 
vast  amount  of  grain  was  forwarded,  from  first  to  last.  Steatnboats  and 
flatboats  ph'cd  with  more  or  less  rcgidarity  between  Grand  ^amds  and  I.vons 
until  the  completion  of  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  railroad,  in  1837,  when  the 
business  was  abandoned. 
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Up  to  the  time  of  the  t'ji'i^tnicti'jn  ijf  the  lir>t  Sni'lgc  aci'ui>i  the  river 
at.  Lvu!;s,  in  1837,  the  village  [jrojicr  was  ronriiied  excUi-lvelv  to  the  western 
Slue  oi  liic  strcaJit,  Uul,  with  e^iaiihshcd  cuiniuunkaiiou  between  die  shores 
came  a  spread  of  the  population  and  business  to  the  eastern  shore.  The  first 
itnprovement  there  after  Tabor's  house  was  Truman  Lyon's  tavern,  at  the 
eastern  end  of  the  bridge.  Lyon  called  the  tavern  the  "Lyons  House"  and 
there,  as  postmaster,  he  opened  Lyons'  first  postoffice  in  1836.  The  first 
business  establishment,  aside  from  the  tavern  on  the  eastern  bank,  was  started 
by  N.  J.  AUport,  the  shoemaker,  and  the  first  store,  in  1841  by  Dorus  M. 
Fox.  Lucius  I^yon  was  anxious  to  push  the  architectural  adornments  of  the 
town,  and  engaged  a  man  to  burn  a  kiln  of  brick,  with  a  view  to  the  erection 
of  a  brick  hotel,  but  the  brick-kiln  turned  out  a  total  failure  and  the  hotel 
project  was  abandoned. 

On  the  eastern  shore,  in  1837,  were  Stevenson,  a  shoemaker;  David 
Burnett  and  one  Atwater,  carpenters;  Horace  Catlin,  John  Montrael,  Abram 
TTatise  and  other  mechanics:  William  W.  Fitch,  a  surveyor:  Peter  Coon, 
Mount  Venioti  ( )lmptead.  Thomas  Dewey  and  Joseph  l,etan(lre.  the  four 
latter  heing:  cniplcncd  by  James  W.  Tabor;  David  Irish,  earlier  a  clerk  for 
Edward  T  yon,  himself  iDecame  a  storekeeper,  and  had  for  a  clerk  Fred  Hall. 

There  was  a  popular  stajje  route  from  Detroit  tD  Grand  Rapids,  via 
Lansing,  Lyons  and  loiua,  in  the  days  of  1846  and  after,  and  tliere  was  much 
travel  on  it  The  road  touched  I^yons  on  the  western  shore  of  the  river, 
where  Giles  Isham  kept  a  stage  house,  and  passed  on  down  a  stream  to  Gen^ 
eraux's  landing,  where  there  was  a  good  bridge  and  so  on  towards  Ionia. 
Those  were  the  good  old  coaching  days  when  every  few  miles  each  passenger 
was  called  upon  to  carry  a  rail  with  which  to  life  the  coach  out  of  the  mud. 

Lyons'  first  wedding  was  solemnized  in  1835  by  Franklin  Chubb,  at 
the  house  of  William  Hint,  the  Indian  trader.  The  contracting  parties  were 
Loisa,  dau^ter  of  William  Hunt,  and  Stephen  Bunker,  a  young  man  in  the 
employ  of  William  Htmt.  The  youni^  woman  was  apparently  an?dous  to 
have  the  performance  well  attended,  with  proper  embellishment,  even  if  it 
were  to  be  simply  a  blackwoods  wedding,  so  she  took  a  six-mile  v^'alk  through 
the  woods  one  fine  morning  to  the  house  of  T.  O.  Warner,  of  whose  wife 
she  borrowed  a  pair  of  wedding-gloves,  and  tlien  went  back  to  be  married  in 
style. 

The  child  of  Belclier.  I  he  Jiidinn  trader,  is  supposed  to  hav  e  been  the 
first  white  child  born  upon  tlu-  village  site.  The  first  child  Iiorn  to  a  settler 
in  the  village  was  Martha,  daughter  of  James  W.  Tabor,  the  year  of  her 
birth  being  1836, 
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Lyons  came  within  one  vote  of  being  chosen  by  the  Legislature  in 
as  the  capital  of  the  state  and  they  do  say  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  .the 
obstinacy  of  somebody  the  project  would  have  succeeded. 

Lyons  village  was  incorporated  by  the  board  of  county  supervisors 
under  the  general  law,  January  6,  1859.  The  corporate  limits  of  the  village 
were  described  as  follows:  "Beginning  at  the  southwest  comer  of  section 
19,  in  the  township  of  Lyons ;  running  thence  east  on  the  south  line  of  said 
section  to  the  south  quarter-post  of  said  section;  thence  north  to  the  north 
bank  of  the  Grand  river;  thence  east  along  the  north  bank  of  said  river  to  a 
point  ei^^ty  rods  east  of  the  east  line  of  section  19;  thence  north  eighty 
rods;  thence  west  to  the  south  bank  o£  the  Grand  river;  thence  west  along 
the  south  bank  of  the  Grand  river  to  the  west  line  of  H.  Degarmo»  and  con- 
tinuing on  the  same  line  to  a  point  eighty  rods  south  of  the  section  line 
between  sections  18  and  19 ;  thence  over  a  due  west  course  to  a  point  eighty 
rods  west  to  the  township  line ;  thence  south  to  a  point  that  shall  be  eighty 
rods  south  of  the  quarter-line  of  section  24,  township  7  north,  range  6  west; 
thence  due  east  to  the  west  line  of  section  19,  townsiiip  of  Lyons;  thence 
south  to  the  place  of  beginning." 

Truman  Fox,  Curtis  Hawley  and  Peter  Coon  were  appointed  to  be 
insix;ctors  of  the  election,  which  was  ordered  to  be  held  in  the  town  hall  in 
the  village  of  Lyons.  The  village  records,  dating:  tr(*ni  the  incorporation 
in  1859  to  the  remr* •rporalioii  in  i^hy,  ha\e  disappeared,  and  nothing  can 
therefore  be  presented  to  show  who  served  as  village  olhciais  during  that 
period. 

In  1867  a  legislati\  e  charter  was,  uljtained,  ;'iid  under  that  act  the  village 
has  since  then  cuntinned  to  have  its  legal  existence.  The  act  of  1867 
described  rhe  iunits  oi  Ihe  cor|>oration  10  be  as  follows:  '  Beginning  at  a 
point,  sixty  rods  north  of  the  southwest  comer  of  section  19,  township  7 
north,  range  5  west,  running  thence  east  one  hundred  and  sixty  rods;  thence 
north  to  the  north  bank  of  Grand  river ;  thence  east  along  the  north  bank  of 
Grand  river  to  a  point  eighty  rods  east  of  the  east  line  of  section  19;  thence 
north  to  a  point  eighty  rods  north  of  the  section  line  between  sections  17 
and  20,  town^p  7  north,  range  5  west ;  thence  west  to  the  south  bank  of 
the  Grand  river,  to  the  west  line  of  land  owned  by  George  W.  Van  Auken ; 
thence  south  along  said  west  line  of  Van  Auken  land  to  the  section  line 
between  sections  18  and  19,  township  7  north,  range  5  west ;  thence  west  to 
a  point  forty  rods  west  to  the  township  line  between  townships  7  north, 
range  5  west,  and  township  7  north,  range  6  west;  thence  south  to  a  point 
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sixty  rods  north  of  the  south  line  oi  section  24,  township  7  north,  range  6 
west;  thence  east  to  the  place  of  beginning.'' 

The  first  village  election  under  the  new  charter  was  held  at  the  town 
hall  the  first  Monday  in  March,  1867,  William  Merrill  and  f'^hvard  L. 
Perkins  were  chosen  inspectors  ol  election,  and  Samuel  J.  Sc  itt.  clerk.  The 
whole  number  of  votes  cast  reached  seventy-four,  and  the  olticcr.s  chusen 
were  as  tolluws .  President.  James  W.  Bums  ;  clerk,  J.  W.  Hagadorn; 
treasurer,  Henry  Hitchcock;  trustees,  D.  C.  Spaulding,  Jonathan  J.  Little- 
field,  Peter  Coon,  John  Toan,  Walter  Halstead  and  Charles  Staley ;  assessor, 
William  Z.  Blanchard;  marshal,  David  Kelly. 

The  village  of  Lyons  bears  the  distinction  of  being  the  largest  of  the 
three  towns  in  Lyons  township.  It  is  a  very  flourishing  village  and  has  the 
services  of  the  two  railroads  of  Ionia  county.  The  business  men  in  Lyons 
are  progressive  and  are  not  only  interested  in  their  own  interests,  but  also 
the  interests  of  the  town.  There  are  several  business  blocks  and  also  some 
private  residences  which  would  do  credit  to  towns  with  a  much  greater 
population. 

MUIR. 

The  village  now  known  as  ^]uir  covers  a  tract  of  land  first  improved 
by  W.  Z.  and  J.  C.  Blanchard,  \\h(>  there  cleared  a  farm.  Inn'lt  a  farm- 
house and  l>arn,  and  installed  a  farmer  as  a  tenant.  In  1856,  when  the 
Detroit  &  Milwaukee  railroad  was  building  westward,  A.  L.  Soule.  R.  H. 
Robinson,  A.  B.  Robinson  and  Isaac  Everett,  extensive  owners  of  Michigan 
pine  lands,  bought  the  Blanchard  farm,  proposing,  first,  to  establish  a  steam 
saw-miU  at  that  point  of  the  river,  and,  secondly,  to  secure  the  construction 
of  the  railway  through  that  neighborhood  and  the  location  of  a  station  upon 
their  property.  Lyons  village  had  counted  upon  the  coming  of  the  line  that 
way,  and,  indeed,  had  considered  the  fixing  of  a  station  there  as  a  foregone 
conclusion,  but  there  was  some  delay  in  the  furnishing  of  the  promised  ten 
thousand  dollars  bonus  demanded  by  the  railway  company  from  the  village, 
and  while  the  project  lagged,  A.  L.  Soule,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Blanch- 
ard farm,  hurried  away  to  Detroit  and  offered  to  subscribe  the  ten  thou'^and 
dollar'^  aid  at  once,  conditional  x\\)on  the  railway  traxersing  hi^  property. 
The  company,  out  of  patience  with  the  Lyons  people  for  their  lack  of  energy, 
accepted  Soule's  f>ro|K>sition  and  thus  Lyons  was  left  out  in  the  cold. 

This  important  matter  settled,  Soule  &  Company  built  a  steam  savv-mill. 
capable  of  cutting  about  twenty  thousand  feet  of  lumber  daily,  and  plaltetl 
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a  village  on  sections  17  and  18,  which  they  called  Montrose.  The  first  busi- 
ness improvement  was  a  hotel,  put  up  in  June,  185^  by  George  French,  on 
the  site  of  the  Denison  House.  The  hotel  was  opened  by  Smith  &  Barnard 
in  the  fall  of  1856,  and  at  the  same  time  French  &  Chamberlain  built  and 
opened  a  store  on  the  corner.  That  auttunn,  two  small  grocery  stcH-es  were 
started  by  Marvin  Geenwood  and  William  Smith,  and  Vincent  Palmer  opened 
a  blacksmith  shop.  Darwin  Lyons  was  24[>pointed  railway  agent  at  Montrose, 
and  for  a  while  the  depot  was  in  the  old  Blanchard  bam,  improved  for  that 
purpose. 

In  the  spring  of  1857  Montrose  began  to  look  up  and,  the  milling  interest 
developing,  the  population  multiplied  at  a  good  sharp  pace.  A.  B.  Robinson 
built  a  store  across  the  way  from  French  &  Chamberlain  ami  leased  it  to 
Dr.  VV.  Z.  Blanchard,  who  retained  it  one  season  and  sold  out  to  Staiey 
Brothers.  The  second  saw-mill  was  built  by  Armstrong.  Fox  &  Dibble,  and 
carried  on  by  Aaron,  Abb}-  &  Son.  After  t!;at  tlie  saw-niill  inttrest  expanded 
into  important  proporti<jns  and  pushed  the  towrl  rapidly  along'.  Between  the 
years  1870  and  187,^  that  interest  was  at  its  t>est  m  Muir.  Then  the  amount 
of  lumber  cut  aggregated  fiftetn  niilhon  feel  annually.  The  mills  were 
those  111  the  \\  agar  Lunil)er  (_(.)inpany.  started  by  Wagar,  Fox.  Armstrong 
&  Compan}-,  cuitmg  about  .^ixty  thousand  daily:  Marvin  &  Smith,  iwemy- 
five  thousand;  J.  &  1.  Beijole  Company,  thirty-h\e  thousand,  and  Abbey, 
French  &  Company,  thuty-tivc  thousand.  There  were  also  W.  P.  Hewitt's 
shingle-miU  and  Jame.s  Smith's  sash,  V)lin<l  and  door  manufactory,  where  a 
heavy  business  was  done. 

In  1863,  when  H.  R.  Wagar  opened  a  drug  store,  there  were  but  two 
other  stores,  J.  Soule's  and  Staiey,  Robinson  &  Company's.  The  next  store 
was  that  of  Wagar  &  French,  in  1866. 

In  i860  the  name  of  the  village,  postoffice  and  station  was  changed  from 
Montrose  to  Muir.    The  existence  in  the  state  of  another  postoffice  called 
Montrose  occasionetl  some  confusion  in  the  transmission  of  the  mails,  and,  , 
as  H.  K.  Muir,  the  then  superintendent  of  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  railroad, 
had  favored  the  town,  it  was  decided  to  honor  htm  by  naming  it  after  him. 

On  January  15,  1869,  Benjamin  Soule,  A.  B.  Robinson  and  others, 
executors,  of  the  estates  of  A.  L.  Soule  atid  R.  L.  Robinson,  platted  addi- 
tion No.  I  to  the  village  of  Muir,  on  the  west  fractional  half  of  the  north- 
west fractional  quarter  of  section  17,  commencing  at  a  point  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  railroad  where  the  east  line  of  Blanchard 
street  crossed  the  railroad;  thence  running  along  the  east  lin^  of  said  street 
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to  the  south  hue  of  land  owned  by  Patrick  Sulli\  aii  ;  thence  east  along  the 
south  line  of  said  SiiUivaTi''^  hmd  U)  the  west  eight  line,  ninnint;  north  and 
south  of  seelion  17:  thrnce  >oiith  alcmy;  said  line  10  the  railroad;  thence  west 
along  the  railrdad  to  the  jilace  ul  IjegiUiung. 

On  May  28,  i8oy,  Jay  Ulmstead  platted  an  addition,  commencing  at 
the  section  post  at  the  soutlieast  corner  of  section  7;  running  thence  north 
along  the  east  line  of  section  7  a  distance  of  twenty  rods  to  a  point  in  said 
section  line;  thence  due  west  at  right  angles  with  said  section  line  ninety- 
two  rods  and  one  and  a  quarter  feet ;  thence  due  south  twenty  rods  and  one 
and  a  quarter  feet;  thence  due  south  twenty  rods  to  the  south  line  of  said 
section;  thence  east  along  said  section  line  ninety-two  rods  and  one  and  a 
quarter  feet  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

George  P  rench  was  appointed  the  first  postmaster  and  served  from  1 856 
to  1861.  C.  W.  Stanley  succeeded  French  and  continued  in  the  oflke  from 
1861  to  i86q,  when  A.  B.  Robinson  came  in  and  remained  until  1877. 

PEWAMO. 

The  gradual  progress  of  the  line  of  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  railroad 
westward  in  1857  called  villages  into  existence  along  its  course  wherever  the 
chief  engineer  of  the  road  chose  to  ktcate  stations.    Higham,  having  fixed  a 

site  for  a  depot  where  the  village  of  Pewamo  now  stands,  purchased,  with 
Dr.  W.  C.  Blanchard,  j.  C.  Blancliard,  A.  F.  Bell  and  Amos  Gould,  a  village 
site  of  J.  C.  Blanchard,  who  had  himself  bought  it  of  Cuyler  Deitz.  Ben 

Mosher  and  Mrs.  Bissel!  in  coufemplation  of  the  location  of  a  station  there. 
The  village  tract  included  the  south  half  of  section  12  and  north  half  of  sec- 
tion 13. 

L'pon  the  c( >nii>Ietioii  'if  their  purchase  the  (Jroprietors  proceeiied  tu 
found  a  village,  which,  ai  tJje  suggestion  ui  J.  C.  Blanchard,  they  called 
Pewamo.  Mr.  Blanchard  remembered  an  Indian  chief  of  that  name  with 
whom  he  used  to  hunt  and  fish  a  good  deal  in  the  ]>ic>neer  days  and  thus 
chose  to  honor  him.  Mr.  Blanchard  met  Pewamo  while  traveling  through 
Canada  in  1877,  and  the  chief,  learning  then  for  the  first  time  that  his  name 
had  been  given  to  a  Michigan  village,  was  excessive  in  his  demonstrations 
of  delight  over  the  fact  that  his  memory  would  he  per|)etuate<l  in  his  much- 
loved  native  home  of  the  Grrand  river  valk\ , 

The  village  was  surveyed  by  A.  F.  Beli  in  1857.  hut  the  plat  was  not 
recorded  until  July  25.  1859.    It  was  described  as  being  situated  on  section.*? 
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12  and  13,  and  coimiiencing  at  the  quarter-post  on  ttic  north  line  of  section 

13,  the  streets  being  platted  sixty-six  feet  in  width.  The  recorded  village 
proprietors  were  J.  t'.  Blanchard  and  \V.  Z.  Blanchanl.  On  July  20, 
Sher\vuo<l  and  l  oonii-  platted  an  afklition  which  embraced  the  western  htty 
acres  oi  the  soiith  iiali  of  the  northeast  (quarter  ot  section  13.  It  com- 
nicuced  at  the  center  of  section  13.  ran  thence  north  twenty  chains  cast 
tweiUy-h\e  chaiuh,  and  west  to  the  place  nf  liegiiuiiiig. 

The  pioneer  trader  of  the  place  was  Hiram  i'-laiichani.  who  came  truni 
Canada  in  the  spring  of  1857  aiui  erected  a  biore  and  dvvcllmg  on  the  corner 
later  occupied  by  V\  illiain  I  riphagcn  s  store.  At  that  litiie  Daniel  Shepard 
was  living  in  a  log  house  that  stood  upon  the  site  of  Mr.  Taft's  house,  Ben 
Mosher  was  in  a  log  house  upon  the  American  House  lot,  Daniel  Shepard 
died  in  1857,  his  being  the  first  death  in  the  village.  The  second  trader  was 
E.  L.  Morse,  who,  having  tried  unsuccessfully  to  start  a  village  of  his  own, 
called  Woodville,  two  miles  to  the  eastward  on  the  line  of  the  railway,  car- 
ried his  stock  of  goods  to  Pewamo  in  the  spring  of  1857.  Then  Ira  Fisher 
bought  Benjamin  Marsh's  leg  house  and  converted  it  into  a  house  of  enter- 
tainment, although  he  nexer  entertained  many  people  therein,  chiefly  because 
the  house  was  too  small.  Later,  the  widow  Stokes  added  a  frame  struaure 
to  the  log  cabin,  and  gradually  there  was  evolved  out  of  the  affair  the 
American  Hotel. 

In  the  fall  of  1857,  E,  L.  Morse  built  a  blacksmith  shop  in  the  village 
and  hired  Hugh  Robertson,  a  Canadian,  to  carn^  it  on  for  him.  When  Rob- 
ertson came  to  the  town,  late  in  1857,  he  found  six  families,  all  told.  Fislier 
was  keeping  a  tavern  and  Morse  and  Blanchard  were  keeping  store*;.  There 
were  also  in  the  town  Rohinson,  a  carpenter,  i^^anklin  Gilbert,  of  tlie  same 
trade,  and  ("uvler  Deitz,  a  tanner. 

The  spot  selected  tor  the  village  was  an  excecd'nglv  iin^uiiable  one.  for 
it  was  in  the  midst  of  a  low  tract,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the  )  ear  the 
roads  were  «:o  bad  that  it  was  almost  impossil>]e  frtr  people  to  get  to  town. 
Th!•^  condition  of  things  kepi  trade  away  and  the  village  thrived  but  feebly, 
with  a  fair  promise  that  it  would  ultimately  die  of  inanition.  For  a  time, 
however,  there  was  considerable  done  there  in  the  way  of  supplying  wood  to 
the  railway  company  and  thus  the  storekeepers  managed  to  eke  out  a  thin 
existence.  When  Hiram  Blanchard  came  to  the  town  he  was  led  to  remark 
that  it  looked  as  if  it  had  ought  to  be  given  over  to  the  control  of  the  frogs, 
which  had  wellnigh  absolute  possession. 

Even  up  to  the  year  1870  Pewamo  was  a  desolate-looking  place  and  was 
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pretty  closely  hemmed  in  by  woods.  It  had,  however,  began  to  move  for- 
ward as  a  consequence  o£  the  improved  conditions  of  the  roads  leading  to  it, 
the  township  having  bestirred  itself  actively  in  the  premises. 

Morse,  having  failed  in  his  mercantile  enterprise,  was  succeeded  by 
Snell  &  Hungerford,  and  in  1S66,  when  John  Pennington  came  in  and  built 
a  store.  Lewis  Hugerford  and  Hiram  Blanchard  were  the  only  traders  in 
the  place. 

In  1867      village  received  its  first  resident  physician  and  in  1868  Helm 

&  Mattern  established  a  wagon  and  carriagie  manufactory  which  they  carried 
on  with  more  or  less  sncrcss  initil  i>'^75.  when  the  litisiness  was  discontinnerl. 

Up  to  1870  there  liad  been  neiilier  saw-mill  nor  j,rri>(-inil]  at  IVwaruo. 
Tn  that  year  Rice  it  jillikcr  bnilt  the  ^rist-mill.  iVexieui^  t<>  jS/o  luinljer 
was  obtained  at  Gee's  ';a\v-mill,  on  Stony  creek,  and  grists  were  carried  to 
Matherion.  Ilnhhardston  or  Lyons.  After  passing  through  various  pro- 
prietorship, the  mill  fell  to  the  possession  of  Hugh  Robertson,  of  Otisco,  in 
1879. 

In  1869,  O.  W.  Holley  established  a  stave-factory  at  Pewamo  and  did 
a  large  business  for  several  years.  The  first  physician  re^dent  in  Pewamo, 
already  referred  to,  was  £>r.  Lafayette  Jones,  who  came  in  1867  and  remained 
until  1876. 

Neither  Muir  nor  Pewamo  has  ever  reached  the  heights  which  the 
founders  of  the  town  had  anticipated.  Muir  is  somewhat  larger  than  Pewamo, 
but  both  are  still  in  the  class  of  villages.  The  chief  business  interest  of  the 
village  of*  Pewamo  is  the  elevator,  while  the  village  of  Muir  has  a  larger 
country  trade. 


CHAPTER  XL 

NORTH  PLAINS  TOWNSHIP. 

North  Plains  w  as  given  its  name  by  reason  of  its  territory  occupying  a 
broad  stretch  oi  kvel  country  north  of  the  Maple  river.  The  township  was 
organized  under  an  act  approved  February  29,  1844,  and  included  townships 
8,  9  and  10  north,  in  range  5  west,  except  that  portion  of  township  8  lying 
southeast  of  Maple  ri\er.  Town'^hips  9  and  10  remained  as  a  portion  of 
North  Plains  until  the  org-anization  of  Montcahii  count_\',  to  winch  they 
belonged.  That  portion  of  the  town  lying  >outheasi  of  the  iviaple  river  was 
incluUed  within  tlie  limits  ui  I.\()ns  nntil  January  9.  when  it  was 

apijortioned  to  North  Plains,  which  contained  then,  for  the  hrsi  time,  an  area 
of  six  square  iiiiies, 

Tlie  tow'nship  naine  was  suggested  from  tiie  designation  given  years 
before  to  that  part  of  the  township  lying  in  the  southwestern  comer,  where 
the  earliest  settlements  were  effected.  Nathaniel  Sessions  put  forward  the 
name  of  Ashland  as  appropriate  because  of  the  presence  in  his  portion  of  the 
town  of  considerable  ash-timber.  That  name  was  rejected  because  it  was  said 
that  one  Ashland,  already  existed  in  the  state.  Some  one  wanted  the  town 
called  Cocoosh,  but  an  inquiry  into  the  meaning  of  that  Indian  word  develop- 
ing the  information  that  it  was  synonymous  with  "Old  Hog,"  the  sug- 
gestion was  promptly  smothered.  At'this  juncture  H.  V.  Libhart  said  North 
Plains  would  be  a  good  name,  and  everybody  seemed  suited. 

The  first  township  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Hartley  Dunn, 
April  I,  1844.  Nathaniel  Sessions  was  chosen  moderator.  Hector  Hayes, 
George  D.  Kellogg,  Chaunc^  Conkey  and  Hiram  Brown,  inspectors,  and 
George  D.  Kellogg,  clerk.  It  was  resolved  that  town  officers  should  he 
allowed  six  shillings  per  day,  "no  more,  no  less" ;  that  ninety  dollars  should 
be  raised  for  the  ensuing  year's  contingent  expenses,  and  ten  dollars  for  the 
suj^rt  of  the  ]X)or. 

At  the  election  of  officers,  thirty-seven  votes  were  polled,  and,  excejit 
for  the  office  of  supervisor  (for  which  Nathaniel  Sessions  and  llirani  Brown 
were  candidates),  there  was  no  contest.  The  result  of  the  canvass  was 
reported  by  the  inspectors  as  follows:    Supervisor,  Natliauiei  Sessions; 
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clerk,  George  W.  Germain;  treasurer,  Silas  Crippen;  highway  commission- 
ers. Major  D.  Mills,  William  Sessions  and  John  Jennings;  school  inspectors, 
John  Jennings  and  Hector  Hayes ;  directors  of  the  poor,  Hiram  Brown  and 
Nathaniel  Sessions;  constables,  Samuel  £.  Stoughton  and  Hartley  Dunn; 

justices*  of  the  peace,  Chauncey  Conkey,  Henry  L.  Libhart  and  William  E. 
Kdminister;  overseers  of  highways,  Caleb  Bundy,  Samuel  E.  Stoughton, 
Silas  Crippen  and  L}'man  Williams.  Durin:;'^  the  year  Nathanid  Sessions 
resigned  the  office  of  supervisor,  because  of  illness,  and  his  son,  William, 
was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  township  of  North  Plains  enjovt-d  the  distinction  of  containing 
within  its  Inirders,  re>idiiig  ujx>ii  the  place>  of  their  early  settlement  until 
their  deaths,  two  jnoneers  who  were  the  Iirst  to  invade  tiie  then  wi1derne>s 
of  township  8  north,  in  range  5  west  They  were  known  as  Tlecior  Hayes 
and  Hiram  Brown.  In  1836  tliey  set  up  their  backwoods  cabnis  upon  sec- 
tion 31,  where  white  men  had  ne\-er  tarried  before,  and  upon  that  section 
they  later  lived.  They  first  knew  the  country  when  it  was  an  unbroken 
waste,  grew  and  prospered  as  it  grew  and  prospered,  and  today  it  is  a  hand- 
some, fniitful  region,  dotted  with  attractive  homes  and  rich  farms  and 
thickly  populated  with  a  prosperous  people. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  Brown  reached  North  Plains  four  days  in  advance 
of  Hayes  (although  both  started  from  New  York  state  <in  company)  and 
was  the  actual  first  settler.  Tn  May.  1836,  Brown  and  Hayes,  living  in 
Bristol,  New  York,  concluded  to  visit  Michigan  in  search  of  land  locations, 
and  together  journeyed  to  Lyons  where,  encountering  H.  V.  Libhart,  they 
were  piloted  by  him  over  to  what  was  then  known  as  the  North  Plain,  in 
township  8  north,  ran«2^e  5  west,  where,  although  they  did  not  over  much 
fancy  the  lay  of  the  land,  each  selected  a  tract  of  land  without  much  delav, 
for  Michigan  lands  were  much  in  demand  just  then,  and  they  feared  that 
by  waiting  to  l)e  l)etter  .snited  thev  niis^ht  not  get  even  a.*  desirable  places. 
Hayes  took  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  on  sections  31  and  32  (buying  the 
following  winter  a  sugar-bush  on  section  22),  and  Browil,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  on  section  31  in  Not^h  Plains  and  across  the  line  in  what  is  now 
Ronald  township.  Their  purchases  completed,  they  returned  to  Lyons, 
where  they  made  provisions  for  the  future  by  planting  a  patch  of  potatoes 
on  Libhart's  land,  and  engaging  Dean  Delap.  of  Lyons,  to  put  up  a  log  house 
on  Brown's  place  and  cut  some  marSh-hay  for  their  live  stock. 

Having  thus  made  satisfactory  arrangements  against  their  coming  out 
for  permanent  settlement.  Brown  and  Hayes  returned  to  New  York  state  to 
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gather  their  families  and  goods,  and  in  early  autumn  started  for  their  Mich- 
igan location.  They  traveled  by  water  to  Detroit  and  from  that  point 
journeyed  by  teams,  Hayes  having  two  yoke  of  cattle  and  two  wagons  and 
Brown,  two  yoke  of  cattle  and  a  wagon.  En  route,  Hayes's  cattle  gave 
out  under  the  pressure  of  extraordinarily  hot  weather  and,  he  himself  falling 
^ck,  the  party  made  i>rogress  so  slowly  that  Brown  grew  impatient  and,  at 
Hayes's  suggestion,  pushed  on  alone. 

Brown  reached  Lyons  on  October  3  and  there  hired  one  Burgess  to  get 
his  goods  and  family  across  the  Grand  river  on  a  raft.  On  the  same  day 
Hayes  arrived  at  Captain  Scott's,  at  DeWitt,  and  that  night  there  came  on  a 
snow  storm  that  covered  the  ground  to  the  depth  of  nearly  a  foot.  By  morn- 
ing, when  Hayes  found  himself  ready  to  continue  his  journey,  he  found  also 
that  the  snow  liad  oliliteratcd  tr:ices  of  the  path  over  which  Brow  n  hcul  prc- 
cedef^i  hhv.  He  hired  a  man  named  I'roctor  to  a^'^ist  him  in  clearing  a 
road  and  so  lali'tnons  and  tedious  was  the  progress,  that  the  first  day  out 
from  DeWitt  liicy  cu\eref!  hut  six  miles.  The  trip  to  Lyons  was  a  painful 
one  and  during  its  coutiiiuau*.:e  tlie  party  camped  two  nights  in  the  woods. 
Mrs.  Hayes  had  two  children,  George,  then  live  years  old,  and  a  nursing 
babe,  now  known  as  N.  B.  Hayes,  of  North  Plains.  Hunger  troubled  them 
likewise  on  that  trip  and  the  sorest  trial  Mrs.  Hayes  was  called  upon  to 
endure  was  when  her  little  boy  George  said  to  her  one  night,  "Ma,  why  didn't 
you  leave  me  at  grandpa's,  where  T  could  get  something  to  eat?"  At  Muir 
(or  where  Muir  now  is)  Hayes  engaged  H.  V.  Libhart  to  assist  him  over, 
and  as  the  stream  was  so  risen  that  fording  was  out  of  the  question,  their 
goods,  and  even  their  wagons  had  to  be  conveyed  across  the  river  piecemeal 
in  canoes. 

On  the  I2th  of  October,  1836,  they^  reached  their  destination  and  they 
were  heartily  greeted  by  Brown,  who  had  got  there  on  the  8th.  Delap  had 
not  got  the  cabin  done  and  both  families  temporarily  occupied  the  tent  in 
which  Delap  had  been  Hving. 

Shortly  after  iheir  arrival,  Hayes  and  Brown,  accompanied  their  twn 
hired  men.  weni  over  to  Lihhart's  to  slather  the  crop  of  potatoes  the  two 
pioneers  had  provided  for  during  the  prc\-ioii-.  spring,  but,  akhough  they 
got  there  all  ric^dit,  they  capsized  their  canoe  while  crossing  the  Maph-  on 
the  return  trip  and  into  the  water  everybody,  including  the  potatoes,  went. 
Luckily*  they  hung  onto  the  precious  potatoes  and  got  them  and  themselves 
ashore  in  safety,  but,  as  neither  man  possessed  a  change  of  clothing,  the 
subsequent  hours  of  m'ght  passed  in  dripping  wet  garments,  in  a  chilly  atmos- 
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phere,  were  not  particular!)-  delight iiii,  although  by  iiiomiiig  ihcy  leli  but 
little  worse  for  their  adventure. 

When  Hayes  and  Brown  got  in,  they  found  they  had  a  neighbor  in 
Abner  Soule,  who  had  just  made  a  commencement  on  section  6  in  Lyons. 
In  a  little  while  they  greeted  maity  more  new-comers  in  their  own  settle- 
ment, 

Mr.  Brown  related  how  he  brought  with  him  an  ample  supply  of  things 
eatable,  except  flour,  and  would  have  brought  that,  only  he  was  told  that  he 
would  be  able  to  buy  plenty  of  wheat  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  proposed 
settlement  and  that  he  would,  moreover,  find  a  mill  at  Ionia.  That  he  had 
good  cause  to  regret  having  followed  that  advice  the  seqitel  will  show.  True, 
he  brought  two  Ijarrds  of  flour  and  some  wheat,  but  the  flour  was  almost 
worthless,  mul.  as  there  was  no  mill  in  which  to  get  his  wheat  ground,  he 
led  nearly  the  whole  of  it  to  tlie  cattle.  Then  he  went  to  Lyons  to  buy  flour, 
but,  on  beinj?  asked  sixteen  ilnllar-  a  l>arrel,  cfineluded  t'>  wait  until  it  got 
cheaper.  Instead  ui  cheaijei,  it  grew  dearer  and  when  Brown  concluded  to 
pay  twenty  dollars  a  barrel  he  could  not  buy  a  pound  either  in  Lyons  or  in 
Ionia.  Meanwhile,  he  and  his  family  made  shift  to  live  on  the  two  barrels 
of  spoiled  flour  until  Samuel  Dexter  set  his  red  mill  in  motion  at  Ionia, 
Mr.  Brown  says  he  was  luckier  than  some  of  bis  neighbors,  many  of  whom 
did  not  see  a  mouthful  of  bread  for  three  months  at  a  time. 

Hector  Hayes  is  .said  to  have  the  honor  of  providing  the  citizens  of 
Grand  Rapids  with  the  first  fat  beef  known  to  the  good  people  of  that  town. 
He  owned  an  ox  so  large  and  ungainly  that  he  could  not  be  matched  and, 
despairing  of  doing  anything' else  with  him,  he  fatted  him  and  took  him  to 
Grand  Rapids.  The  fatted  ox  was  a  sensation  there  and  awakened  popular 
enthusiasm  and  desire.  Haves  did  n<>t  find  tlie  spfculation  a  very  protitaWe 
one,  but  he  got  rid  of  unpleasaiu  projx^rty  and  made  lots  of  folks  haippy,  a 
consolation  doubtless  quite  sutiieient  to  satisfy  him. 

In  February,  1837,  Jay  Olnistead.  a  bachelor,  came  to  the  North  Plains 
with  a  string  of  six  pairs  of  breaking  cattle,  wagons  loa<led  with  provisions 
and  two  hired  hands,  Joel  C.  Green  and  Alvin  Smith.  Olmstead  had  bought 
land  on  section  31  and  proposed  to  pitch  ri^ht  in  with  his  breaking-team 
and  hired  men  and  do  some  big  work.  They  did  accomplish  considerable 
by  the  next  summer,  and  then  Olmstead  concluded  to  go  back  to  New  York 
after  a  wife.  He  sold  his  cattle  and  provisions,  went  to  New  York  and.  got 
married,  came  out  as  soon  as  he  could  with  fresh  supplies  and  remained  as  a 
permanent  settler.  Green,  one  of  his  hands,  himself  heaime  a  settler  on 
section  7  in  183S,  but  Smith  remained  in  Olmstead's  employ  several  years. 


IONIA  COUWTY,  MICHIGAN. 


i43 


Major  D.  Aliils,  said  to  have  effected  the  first  land  entry  in  the  town- 
ship, settled  upon  a  quarter  section  in  section  19  in  May,  1837,  and  about 
the  same  time  Silas  Crippen  moved  to  a  place  on  section  30.  Crippen  had 
been  on  the  Kast  Plain  since  the  spring  of  1837,  but  he  did  not  get  over  the 
line  until  early  in  the  summer. 

Major  Mills  was  the  hero  of  an  atlventure  in  which  he  made  a  midnight 
sally  upon  a  bear  which  he  discovered  playing  havoc  with  the  family  pig- 
pen. Mr.  Mills  attacked  him  with  an  axe,  which,  beii^  thrown  at  the  l>east 
with  fruitless  icsults,  w  as  followed  with  a  lK)ml>ardment  of  bowlders.  The 
hogs,  thus  emboldened  by  assistance,  also  showed  a  beUigerent  front,  and 
between  hogs  and  bowlders  the  bear  found  the  tight  growing  so  hot  that  he 
took  leg:  liail  flespite  Mills's  heroic  ettorts  to  i:ai>turc  him. 

Tlie  seitlenient  of  Xathamcl  Sessions  in  ihi  ca-icrn  portiDn  <»t  the  town- 
ship, in  May,  1837,  was  the  i)ioneer  undertaking  thercal iruit.  fur  until  that 
time  new  comers  had  gathered  ul)out  the  Hayes  and  F>i  '.>\\  11  M^ttlement. 
Sessions  came  W)  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1^3^  nnd.  visaing  Alun/o  aiul 
Ama^a  Sessions  in  Berhn  t.  iwHship.  found  thci  c  a  man  named  1  odi.  who, 
upon  learning  tiiut  Nathaniel  was  in  icarcli  of  haul,  agreed  to  pdul  him  to 
a  choice  tract.  He  pointed  out  what  he  called  a  desirable  j>iece  of  property. 
Sessions  must  have  agreed  with  him,  for  he  lost  no  time  in  making  pur- 
chase of  the  northern  half  of  the  section,  and,  returning  eastward,  came  to 
North  Plains  in  May,  1837,  with  three  of  his  sons.  With  them,  he  put  up  a 
cabin  and  otherwise  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  rest  of  the  family, 
who  came  in  the  fall 

Nathaniel  Sessions  was  a  man  of  mark  in  his  day  and  generation  an<l 
in  matters  secular  and  religious  was  a  churchman  and  a  revered  Methodist 
class-leader.  He  was  not  without  a  humorous  appreciation  of  the  ridiculous. 
Apropos  of  that  feature  in  his  character,  there  runs  a  story  that,  being  much 
in  need  of  an  ox-sled,  he  essayed  to  make  one  himself.  The  result  of  his 
labors  mtist  have  been  an  extraordinary  spectacle,  for,  in  alhiding  to  It  to  a 
neighbor,  he  observed  that,  orthodox  as  he  was,  he  felt  bound  to  confess 
that  there  could  be  no  sin  in  worshipping  that  sled,  sinde  it  was  like  nothing 
upon  earth,  in  the  heavens  above  or  in  the  waters  under  the  earth. 

Tn  T837  "NTose?  Dean  rind  William  \  ance  settled  on  section  36  and  the 
same  \ear  (he  first  settlement  in  the  northwestern  iinrt'or  of  the  town  was 
elfecred  h)  Ansel  B.  Glass,  a  New  Yorker,  who,  in  tlie  fall,  made  a  com- 
mencement on  section  5.    He  lived  in  a  pretty  lonesome  place,  for  his  cabin 
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was  four  miles  fruiii  ihc-  ncircsL  habhaium.  He  was  cuiis])icuuus  in  current 
history,  not  tor  that,  but  lor  tlie  occurrence  ol  a  tragic  episode  m  which  Ins 
family  and  his  home  were  destroyed  by  a  fire  in  the  spring  of  1838  and 
which  not  only  made  a  commotion  in  Ionia  county,  but  caused  fear  and 
consternation  to  prevail  in  all  the  neighboring  nevvl^  -poptdated  communities. 

About  the  middle  of  March,  Major  Mills  and  his  wife  went  over  to 
Glass's  house  upon  hearing  that  Glass  had 'hurt  himself  badly^  and  remained 
there  during  the  night,  doing  what  they  could  by  way  of  help  and  care. 
Glass  was  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  by  the  settlers  thereabout  after  that 
night  until,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  Hiram  Brown,  straying  into  the  Glass 
neighborhood  on  a  bee-htmting  expedition,  came  upon  the  burned  ruins  of 
that  person's  house,  and  among  the  embers  discovered  the  burned  bodies  of 
three  persons.  He  lost  no  time  in  giving  the  alarm  and  from  miles  and 
miles  around  people  flocked  to  the  place.  A  strict  investigation  showed 
the  human  remains  to  be  those  of  the  wife  and  two  children  of  Glass,  but 
as  to  Glass  hmiself,  he  was  not  to  be  found,  despite  an  organized  and  pro- 
tracted search. 

The  verdict  of  tlie  jury  called  t(.>  make  an  imiiiest  was  that  the  three 
uiiionunatcs  had  come  to  tlicir  deaths  at  the  hands  of  a  person  or  persons 
unknown,  but  popular  belief  pointed  to  Indians  as  the  authors  of  the  crime. 
This  belief  gained  grotmd  rapidly,  and  in  a  brief  space  of  time  settlements 
in  Ionia  and  Clinton  counties  were  terrorized  to  that  extent  that  many  people, 
abandoning  their  homes,  tied  to  Ionia,  while  others  took  vigorous  measures 
in  protecting  their  houses  from  prospective  savage  attacks;  that  there  was 
a  wide-spread  feeling  of  uneasiness  and  <lread  ma}-  be  easily  imagined.  The 
prospect  of  an  uprising  of  the  Indians.  :is  indicated  by  the  Glass  tragedy, 
was  an  unhappy  one  to  contemplate,  for  it  conjured  a  sad  picture  of  spoliation 
and  massacre,  and  that  settlers  were  sorely  distressed  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

The  Indians  of  tlie  Grand  River  valley,  through  their  chiefs,  denied  the 
imputation  that  the  work  had  been  done  by  any  of  their  people,  although 
they  admitted  that  there  was  -  iv  \-:e  deviltry  at  the  bottom  of  it.  and,  to  their 
credit,  be  it  said  they  sought,  through  cvirlence-^  of  renewed  kindness  nn<l 
friendly  assurances,  to  restors  popular  coniidence.  However,  their  ettort^^ 
were  scarcely  availal)le.  for  it  wa*^  ari^ucd  rliat  the  Indians  had  killed  tlie 
family,  burned  the  house  and  carried  fdass  awav  a  captive,  .\fter  a  Ijit 
came  the  story  tli.'it  Glass  had  been  uneartlted  in  W' iscon.->in.  and  w  ith  this 
disclosure  came  a  sudden  return  of  confidence  and  security,  for  then  the 
belief  became  a  conviction  that  Glass  had  committed  the  crime  an<l  fled.  .At 
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all  events,  ihe  theor\  ihat  Glass  was  tlie  mnrderer  relieved  the  public  mind 
of  the  Indian  laigbear  iha:  liad  attrighted  il,  atid  in  a  little  wliile  matters 
resumed  tlieir  normal  condnif^ui. 

The  sti>ry  ijf  the  tindint^  ^>t  dlas^  is  said  v:>  have  Itecn  cuaicd  by  a 
person  who  ^au  lu  c.uch  aii  iiivciuiu-u  tlie  onlv  medium  tor  a  restoration  of 
public  peace  and  contentment,  one  will  gainsay  that  the  end  justified 
the  means.  Tliat  the  murder  was  the  result  of  Indian  work  has  never  been 
doubted  by  many  of  those  who  were  central  figures  in  the  incidents  of  that 
time,  but  they  ever  believed  that  the  cause  was  simply  traceable  to  the  drunken 
frenzy  of  loaling  savages,  who,  being  opposed  by  Glass  in  their  attempts  to 
help  themselves  from  his  larder,  killed  him  and  then  destroyed  the  rest  of  the 
family  so  that  there  might  be  no  living  evidences  of  their  crime. 

In  May,  1838,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Palmer,  a  widow,  with  her  sons,  settled 
on  section  14,  and  in  the  fall  of  1838,  Samuel  E.  Stoughton,  of  Oakland 
county,  located  on  section  10.  In  that  portion  of  the  township  Mr.  Stoughton 
was  the  first.  His  nearest  neighbor  was  Nathaniel  Sessions,  who,  with  his 
sons,  assisted  Stoughton  in  cutting  a  road  from  the  Session  settlement  to 
section  10. 

In  January,  £839,  William  Edminister  brought  his  family  to  a  place  on 

section 'r 5,  where,  the  June  previous,  he  had  rolled  up  a  cabin.  The  same 
year,  1839.  Amos  Conkey,  a  bachelor,  came  along  to  occupy  sotiie  land  on 
section  15  and  got  the  Session?  boys  and  Samitcl  Stoughton  to  give  him  a 
raise  in  making  a  road  tr^  h\-^  Mlacr  and.  jri  luiildiriLj:  a  hoii^-e.  Amos  Conkey 
tarried  but  a  vear  and  then,  sellmg  out  to  his  brother,  Chauncey,  moved 
farther  wtstuard. 

Jn  1839.  G.  V).  Kellogg,  a  New  Yorker,  came  w  itii  liis  family  in  .sfction 
14.  He  had  to  make  his  own  road  from  the  Hayes  settlement  and  found 
Calvin  Crippen  ready  to  locate  upon  section  14.  To  the  same  neighborhood, 
in  1840,  came  Caleb  Bundy,  Mr.  Kellogg' s  father-in-law,  and,  later,  E.  C. 
Reed. 

In  April,  1843,  Harvey  Waterman  moved  from  Ginton  county  and 
made  a  commencement  on  section  20.  His  widow  says  diey  got  in  by  cutting 
their  road  at  a  painfully  slow  rate,  and  that  for  years  they  saw  no  diimney, 
smoke  except  thdr  ovm  and  Major  Mills. .  A  man  by  the  name  of  Smith 
moved  to  a  place  a  mile  north  of  them  in  a  little  while,  but  he  soon  died  and 
his  family  moved  away.  Besides  Major  Mills,  Waterman  had  no  near 
neighbor  for  twelve  vears,  when  a  Mr.  Pennington  settled  ju8t  west  of  them. 

(ID) 
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Lyons  was  their  first  postofiice  and  their  milling  place  was  luiua.  Fur  a  irip 
to  the  mill  it  y\zs  not  uncommon  to  use  up  the  better  part  of  two  days. 

John  McKelvey  came  to  Michigan  in  1834  with  his  father,  who  located 
near  Lyons  in  that  year  and  put  in  what  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  wheat 
sown  in  Ionia  county.  John,  the  son,  made  a  settlement  in  North  Plains  in 
1842,  and  for  many  years  has  divided  his  time  between  farming  and  law- 
practice.  Mr.  McKelvey  etijoys  the  double  distinction  of  having  brought 
the  first  threshing-machine  into  the  Grand  River  valley,  in  the  year  1838  (a 
special  journey  having  been  made  for  it  to  Rochester,  New  York),  and  the 
first  lot  of  "civilized"  hogs  as  well. 

feffcrson  Thomas  located  on  a  fortv-acrf  tract  in  section  19  in  1848 
and  workctl  it  three  years  for  the  use  ol  it  (elcanng  in  that  time  all  tnit  fonr 
aeres  i.  Lkler  R.  B.  Brighaiu  was  also  a  bctiler  there  alw>nt  1848,  as  was 
Alvin  Smith,  who  sold  out  some  years  afterwards  to  Edwui  Aioore.  who 
came  on  with  Thomas  and  settled  on  section  18.  About  that  time  Joel  His- 
cock  made  a  start  on  section  7. 

There  was  a  considerable  Irish  settlement  in  the  township,  mainly  west 
of  Hubbardston,  which  was  founded  in  1849  by  John  Cowman.  Thomas 
Welch  was  among  the  earliest  to  follow  him,  in  1851,  and  after  that  acces* 
sions  were  rapid  and  numerous.  They  were  mainly  Catholics,  and  worshipped 
in  a  fine  church  edifice  at  Hiihhardston.  As  to  other  early  settlers  and  some 
later  ones,  mention  may  be  briefly  made  of  Bartley  Dunn,  a  blacksmith. 
George  W.  Germain,  Baker  Borden.  Loren  Jenks,  J.  A.  Williams.  J.  Dalzell, 
S.  Vrimf1o«em,  the  Merrihews.  D.  W.  Myers,  A.  C.  Strochan,  the  Scotts. 
Htnry  E\ans,  T-eRoy  Pullman,  A.  M.  Willett,  Archiljald  Morris,  C.  Wright 
and  W.  McVeigh. 

Religioii>  services  were  first  held  in  the  lovvn?.hii>  at  Iliram  Brown  s 
house  by  Methodist  Episcopal  preachers,  among  whom  were  Xathan  Mount, 
Orin  Mitchell  and  Larmon  Chatfield.  Services  were  held  in  various  houses 
from  time  to  time  as  convenience  suggested,  and  eventually  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  class  was  oi^anize<l.  Abner  Soule,  a  fervent  disciple  of  the  Tx>rd 
was  leader  as  wdl  as  exhorter  and,  although  gifted  with  a  vigorous  and 
resonant  voice,  he  was  sadly  lacking  in  common  education.  Despite  that 
draw-back,  he  affected  to  a  liberal  extent  the  use  of  big  words,  with  a  strong 
sound,  and  as  he  did  not  always  seem  to  get  a  clear  idea  of  the  meaning 
thereof  and  strung  them  along  in  his  talks  promiscuously  without  much 
regard  to  their  fitness  for  place,  he  created  a  good  ideal  of  amusement  at  not 
only  prayer-meetings,  hut  at  debate,  for  which  he  appeared  to  show  an 
especial  fondness. 
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A  famous  Fourth  of-July  celebration,  the  fircit  hek1  m  the  township, 
took  place  in  1841  on  the  \VillinTn  Whkc  place  in  section  The  Stars 

aiui  Stripes?  which  were  run  up  uu  ihal  occasion  had  t>ecn  iirovided  l>v  the 
hands  of  Mrs.  Charles  Millard,  the  sonl-^lirrine  speech  was  dclivcrtd  hy 
H.  V.  I.ibhart,  and  the  music  discoursed  by  John  C.  Millard,  a  great  drummer 
in  those  days,  who,  by  reason  of  his  drum-beating'  skill,  was  called  by  the 
Indians,  Ha-wa-gun.  There  was  a  large  gathering  of  patriotic  citi2ens  at 
the  celebration  and  there  were  also  at  hand  a  goo<l  many  Indians  in  full 
paint  and  feather  toggery,  quite  as  jubilant  as  anybody  and  quite  as  active 
as  their  white  brethren  in  making  a  grand  success  of  the  occasion. 

The  first  child  bom  in  North  Plains  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  daughter 
of  Silas  Crippen.  She  lived  but  nine  nionths  and  was  doubtless  the  first  per- 
son to  die  in  North  Plains.  The  first  marriage  v  as  that  of  Calvin  Crippen 
to  Sarah  Parks,  a  domestic  in  Jay  Olmstead's  family.  They  were  married 
at  Olmstead's  hnii^e  in  1830.  but  by  whom,  cannot  be  said.  The  lir^t  Inirial 
place  used  hv  the  [nihlic  was  laid  out  on  Sila«5  Crippen's  place,  in  section  30. 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  scjiiib  half — which  Crippen  donated  for  public 
burial  places.  The  first  burial  tlicre  was  that  of  Olive  Jr'almer  (sister  of 
Silas  Crippen's  wife)  in  1837.  her  death  having  occurred  on  the  East  Plain. 
In  January,  1S4S,  a  township  burying  ground  was  established  on  section  31, 
and  after  that  the  Crippen  cemetery  was  used  no  more. 

The  first  crops  of  wheat  were  gathered  simultaneously  by  Jay  Olm- 
stead,  Major  Mills,  Hector  Hayes,  Hiram  Brown  and  Silas  Crippen.  The 
first  orchards  were  set  out  in  the  spring  of  1838  fay  Brown,  Hayes  and  01m>  ^ 
stead,  their  trees  having  been  purchased  of  Thomas  Cornell,  of  Ionia.  The 
first  public  highway  laid  out  was  a  road  on  the  western  township  line,  run- 
nitiq  from  the  southwest  comer  of  the  township  northward  a  mile  or  so. 
Directly  afterwards  a  road  of  a  mile  or  more  in  length  was  laid  from  the 
northwest  corner  of  section  31  eastwaid.  Ihe  first  postoffice  in  the  town- 
ship, called  Xorth  Plains,  was  established  in  1844  and  given  in  chargre  of 
Hiram  Brown,  who  remained  the  postmaster  until  Jaimary  i,  1870.  John 
Ransom  and  Jane  Ransom  were  his  successors.  In  1878  the  oftice  was  dis- 
continued. 

In  1838  a  man  by  the  name  of  Barker,  of  Lebanon,  while  attempting  to 
cross  the  Maple  with  a  pair  of  oxen  was  swamped  and  drowned  In  1876 
one  Yamer  killed  a  man  named  Brown  in  a  bar-room  fight.  Conviction  fol- 
lowed his  first  trial,  but.  upon  a  second  trial  he  was  acquitted.  In  1878, 
near  the  center  of  the  town,  two  men,  named  Kilduff  and  Wilbur,  between 
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whom  thert"  liac!  ])rcvious!v  been  scmie  hard  feeling  were  out  luintint;,  when 
Kilduff,  watching  his  opportunity  came  up  behind  Wilbur  and  shot  iiini  dead. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1S45-47,  Silas  Crippen;  1848-49,  A.  Mather;  1850-51,  G.  W.  Germain; 
1852-53,  H.  Brown;  1854,  A.  Mather;  1855,  R  Brown,  1856;  G.  W.  Ger- 
main; 1857-62,  W.  Sessions;  1863-64,  G.  W.  Germain;  1857  62,  W.  Ses- 
sions; 1863-64,  G.  W.  Germaio;  1865-69,  W.  Sessions;  1870,  L.  J.  Lemert; 
1871-74,  W.  Reynolds;  1875-76,  A.  M.  Willett;  1877,  W.  Patrick:  1878-80, 
W.  Reynolds;  1881-S2-83.  William  Patrick;  1884,  A.  A.  Sunderlin;  rSHq-Qi, 
John  W.  Cowman;  1892-94,  Herl*ert  A  Sessions;  i895-o6-Q7-<>8-99-i9<xJ- 
01,  John  W.  Cowinau;  1902-03-01,  iVtei  1'.  iMcKciina,  1905.  S.  Page  Bor- 
den; 1906-07-08,  John  W-  Cowman;  lyoy-io,  l^eter  T.  McKcnna;  191 1 -16, 
James  Bums. 

HUBBARDSTON. 

As  early  as  1836.  J.  R.  Langdon,  a  wealthy  capitalist  of  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  visited  Michigan  for  the  purpose  of  speculating  in  lands,  but  more 
esiiecially  in  lands  embracing  water-mill  sites.  Fish  creek  struck  him  as  a 
good  stream  for  mill  power  and  he  accordingly  walked  from  the  mouth  to 
the  source  of  the  stream,  picking  out  the  mill  sites  on  its  banks.  Subse- 
quently he  located  lands  embracing  them  all,  his  aggregate  purchases  in  the 
premises  covering  somethin^-^  like  two  thotisand  acres.  Langdon's  purchases 
included  the  major  portion  of  the  site  ot"  the  village  of  IUihl»ardston,  which, 
until  1852,  remained  upon  his  laiuls  as  idle  and  unproducti\e  property.  In 
that  year,  however,  he  wld  to  Jose|)li  linnvn,  of  Kalamazoo,  two  hundred 
and  fortv  ncres  that  incliu.letl  the  Hubbardston  water  power,  and  Brown  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  construct  a  dam  and  erect  a  saw-null  at  that  point.  Brown's 
saw-miU  was  a  small  affair,  but,  small  as  it  was,  the  building  of  it  and  the 
dam  had  used  up  his  means  and  brought  his  progress  to  a  temporary  halt. 

At  this  juncture  a  company  of  Eastern  capitalists,  already  the  owners 
of  about  seven  hundred  acres  of  pine  land  in  Montcalm  county,  bought 
Brown's  mill  property  and  his  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  much  to  Brown's 
satisfaction,  no  doubt.  The  company,  known  trnder  the  firm  name  of  Hul> 
bard,  Taylor  &  Company,  and  consisting  of  Thomas  Hu1)bard,  Wilson  Homer, 
Newton,  W.  Taylor,  Asa  Patrick  and  J.  F.  Collister,  took  iwssession  of  the 
property  in  January,  1853,  improved  the  dam,  enlarged  the  mill,  put  on  a 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


149 


force  of  about  twenty  men,  and  began  at  once  to  launch  into  the  himbering 
and  milling  business  at  a  brisk  rate. 

In  October,  1855,  J.  F.  Holbrook  and  D.  F.  Hunter,  Massachusetts 
men,  built  the  first  -tore  at  Huhbardston,  the  village  containing  at  that  time 
the  saw-mill,  the  mill  boarding  house,  in  charge  of  Calvin  Crippen,  the 
dwelling  house,  in  charge  of  Calvin  Crippen,  the  dwelling  house  of 
Albert  Collister,  the  manager  of  the  mill  aitd  representative  of  Hubbard, 
Taylor  i  oiinmny.  The  store  built  and  occupied  by  Holbrook  &  Hunter 
was  later  used  by  H.  C  Whipple,  hardware  store. 

In  the  sntniiier  of  1856  J. -C.  Howard,  who  had  l>cca  keeping  the  Tuill 
boarding-  liouse.  luull  a  tavern  on  the  site  01  the  present  Chatlcron  block, 

*   

and  called  ii  the  Howard  House.  In  1856,  also,  Hubbard,  Taylor  &  Com- 
pany, finding  the  water  power  to  be  failing,  attached  to  their  mill  a  hundred- 
horse-power  steam  engfine,  and  maintained  a  cutting  capacity.of  about  twenty- 
five  thousand  feet  daily. 

In  1857  Patrick  &  Sabin  started  the  erection  of  the  grist-mill  and 
almost  directly  joined  with  the  saw-mill  company  of  Hubbard  &  Company 
in  completing  it,  the  mill  being  fitted  with  three  runs  of  stone. 

In  1863  the  saw-mill  firm  of  Hubbard,  Hitchcock  &  Company  and  the 
mercantile  firm  of  Holbrook  &  Hunter  consolidated  their  interests  under  the 
firm  title  of  Homer,  Holbrook  &  Company,  and  carried  on  saw-mill,  grist- 
mill and  store,  besides  dealing  also  largely  in  pine  lands. 

By  this  time,  of  course,  Huhbardston  had  taken  on  the  shape  of  a  tan- 
gible village.  Doctor  Wilson,  the  lust  resident  physician  in  tlie  place,  had 
opened,  in  1858,  a  drug  store  in  a  two-story  building  put  up  by  Warren  A. 
Sherwood  on  the  site  of  the  Sunderlin  block.  In  a  few  months  Frank  Bailey 
joined  h'un  and  to  the  drug  store  was  added  a  dei>artnicnt  for  general  goods, 
in  1858  William  Crossett  opened  a  third  store,  and  about  the  same  time  a 
Doctor  Buchanan  came  in  and  became  a  village  practitioner,  while  in  the 
same  year  the  first  village  school  was  built 

In  November,  1864,  the  death  of  Holbrook  caused  a  general  dissolution 
of  the  mill  firm  and  an  immediate  reorganization  as  Wilson,  Homer  &  Com- 
pany, in  whidi  firm  were  included  four  of  the  members  of  Homer,  Hol- 
brook &  Company  and  N.  F.  Rogers.  The  new  firm  assumed  the  grist-mill 
and  sav^-miU  business  and  in  1868,  disposing  of  the  grist-mill  to  D.  F.  & 
C.  H.  Hunter,  devoted  themselves  to  the  prosecution  of  their  lumber  inter- 
ests. In  1850  the  firm  became  incorporated  as  The  Huhbardston  Lumber 
Company,  with  a  chartered  capital  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  Five 
'  years  previously,  on  December  18,  1865,  Thomas  Hubbard,  Noah  Hitch-  • 
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code,  Newton  W.  Taylor,  Wilson  Homer  and  N.  F.  Rogers  laid  out  and 
platted  the  village  of  Hubbardston,  which  was  designated  on  the  record  plat 
simply  as  being  on  section  i,  in  range  5  west,  township  8  north. 

Tn  1872  the  lumber  company,  lookinf^  forward  to  the  passage  through 
Hulibardstoii  of  the  proposed  Marshall  &  Coldwater  railroad  and  antici- 
pating laryeiv  increased  business  therefrom,  erected  a  larg^e  steam  saw-mill 
at  Hiilihardston  upon  the  site  oi  the  later  miU,  and  expended  on  its  con- 
struction upwanU  of  thirty-one  thousand  dollars.  It  had  a  daily  cutting 
capacity  of  forty  thousand  feet  and  employed  something  like  fony  hands. 
The  railway  failed  to  come  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  company  found  them* 
selves  wi^  an  expensive  mill  on  their  hands,  without  adequate  means  of 
transporting  the  product  to  market.  Despite  the  drawback,  they  managed 
to  push  the  business,  iKtt  the  game  was  a  losing  one  and  resulted,  in  July, 
1876,  in  the  collapse  of  the  corporation.  The  failure  was  a  disastrous  one, 
not  only  to  individuals,  but  to  the  village,  for  the  company  had  largely  sus- 
tained the  villagers  material  interests,  and  when  the  check  came  it  was  natur- 
ally a  serious  one.  The  recovery  came  in  due  time  and,  although  the  village 
did  not  make  the  bustling  business  show  it  did  in  the  palmy  days  of  the 
lumber  company,  its  growth  and  substance  were  more  healthful  The  pros- 
perit}*  of  the  adjacent  agricultural  region  will  always  make  the  village  a 
place  of  some  consequence,  while  the  manufacturing  interests  bound  to  pre- 
vail there  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  will  add  no  small  element  to  the  gaierai 
aggregate. 

The  company  s  mill  property  was  bought  by  Cuddeback  &  Corey,  who 
operated  it  in  a  small  way  until  the  spring  of  1879,  when  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire. 

In  1874  the  Hubbardston  Water-power  Company  built  what  was  known 
as  the  upper  dam  and  expended  thereon  from  twelve  thousand  to  fifteen 
thousand  dollars.  Their  purpose  was  to  induce  manufacturing  interests  to 
locate  there,  but  the  scheme  miscarried  and  bad  management  wrecked  it 
before  it  had  got  fairly  under  way. 

Hubbardston  is  the  largest  village  in  North  Plains  township  and  to  a 
certain  extent  is  not  as  closely  attached  to  Ionia  county  as  some  of  the  other 
villages.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  it  lies  in  the  extreme  northeastern  cor- 
ner of  the  count\-  and  as  there  is  no  railroad  pas.sing  througli  the  village  the 
inhabitants  do  not  have  ready  access  to  the  county  seat.  The  people  of 
Hubbardston  are  supplied  with  a  stage  from  Tenia,  which  makes  regular 
trips.  This  is  a  very  prospcrotis  little  \illage  and  being  .situated  in  an  excel- 
lent laniiing  district  the  merchants  do  a  thriving  business. 
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MATHERTON. 

In  1842  or  1843  As^h  Mather  bought  of  Dr.  Morton  Beckwith  a  half 
interest  in  the  land  on  which  the  village  of  Matherton  now  stands.  Mr. 
Mather  was  a  practical  millwright  and,  when  he  made  the  Beckwith  pur- 
chase, had  in  view  the  building  of  a  mill  on  Fish  creek»  but  it  appeared  that 
James  R.  Langdon,  a  somewhat  noted  Michigan  land  speculator,  owned  the 
water  power  at  that  place.  Mather  ami  Beckwith  accordingly  bargained 
with  him  for  forty  acres  that  included  the  required  mill-site.  Langdon,  who 
owned  about  all  the  water  power  on  I'ish  creek,  tnclttding  twenty- four  eir^ht- 
acre  lots,  agreed  to  dispose  of  the  forty  acres,  provided  Mather  &  Beckwith 
wcniM  buy  ont*-half  of  the  twcntv-fonr  eighties  on  the  creek  and  become 
e{ii':al  p;tmK-i>  with  hiui.  The  jn-Mjinvit:"!^  was  accepted,  and  Lan^don. 
Mailier  and  iieckwith,  under  the  firm  name  oi  tkckwuh  &  Company,  hegau 
improvements  at  Matherton.  They  cleared  ten  acres  on  section  24.  They 
threw  a  dam  across  the  creek  and  built  a  saw-mill  which,  completed  in  1843, 
was  the  first  mill  erected  either  in  North  Plains  or  on  Fish  creek.  At  this 
time  Matherton  was  in  the  midst  of  a  wilderness,  wiUi  no  human  habita- 
tions in  the  township  nearer  than  the  Sessions  settlement.  In  the  same  year, 
however,  Peter  Briggs  settled  between  Matherton  and  the  Sessions  neigh- 
borhood. 

The  product  of  the  saw-mill  was  pine  lumber,  which  found  its  chief 
market  in  Chicago,  whither  it  was  transported  in  rafts  via  the  Grand  river 
and  Lake  Michic^an.  The  only  additional  impro>-ement5;  at  Matherton  tip  to 
1845  were  a  few  shanties  for  mill  hand>.  In  the  latter  vear  Mr.  Mather 
brought  his  lamily  to  the  place  and  became  a  yternianeut  resident. 

In  1846  Mr.  Mather  had  become  the  sole  owner  of  the  village  site  and 
nnli  property.  lie  continued  the  business  as  betore  and  in  1849  made  an 
effort  to  expand  it  by  the  erection  of  a  grist-mill,  fitted  with  two  runs  of 
stone.  In  that  yeat  Dr.  W.  £.  Blanchard  set  up  a  trading 'post  in  a  shanty 
near  the  grist-mill,  and  sent  his  son,  Hiram,  over  to  look  after  it,  and  now 
the  place  began  to  assume  the  aspect  of  a  village. 

In  1850  Matherton  postoffice  was  established  and  Asaph  Mather  was 
appointed  postmaster.  He  received  mail  once  a  week  from  Lyons,  his  young 
son  carrying  it  on  horseback,  and  the  postoffice  was  conveniently  kept  by 
Mr.  Mather  in  the  grist-mill.  The  successive  postmasters  at  Matherton  were 
Hiram  F.  Blanchard.  L.  J.  'Lemert  and  N.  P.  Johnson. 

On  l\Tay  22,  i<S5r,  Asaph  Mather  platted  the  village  of  Matherton, 
which,  on  the  record,  is  described  as  lying  upon  section  24,  "commencing 
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at  a  jKn'nt  where  the  highwa}'  intersects  the  county  line  on  the  east  side  of 
the  county;  ninnin^  east  from  Fish  Creek  i>ridge,  nt-ar  Matlitr'.-  i^rist-mill, 
on  section  24:  thence  alono^  the  said  ooiinty  line  ii  irth  three  degrees  west 
seven  chains  and  titt\  linlv-.;  tliom-c  ^outli  cighty-»evcn  degrees  west  thirteen 
chains  eight  and  .seven-tentlis  hni<.s;  thence  south  thirty  degrees  forty  niiii- 
utes  east  eight  chains  forty-six  and  eight-tenths  links;  thence  north  eighty- 
seven  degrees  and  nin^  chains  fifteen  and  one-half  links  to  the  place  of 
beginning." 

In  185 1  the  lumbering  interests  at  Matherton  were  considerable  and, 
Eastern  capitalists  taking  hold  with  Mr.  Mather,  business  was  quite  lively 
for  a  time.  The  grist-mill  was  likewise  pushed  to  its  utmost  capacity  to 
supply  demands  lowing  in  from  the  then  newly-peopled  northern  country, 
and  Matherton,  being  the  base  of  supplies,  bustled  and  f^rew  big  with  prom- 
ised greatness.  Mathers  prospered  and  expanded  until  about  1854,  when 
Hubbardston,  two  and  a  half  milfs  farther  up  the  creek,  was  called  into 
existence  and,  in  (utnni^  off  the  northern  trade  from  Matiierton,  adminis- 
tered a  serious  blow  to  tlie  lauer"'^  welfare.  Still,  there  was  a  good  show 
for  business  and  the  prospect  was  fair  for  better  times. 

About  1853  Joseph  Brown  put  up  the  store  building  later  occupied  by 
Wood  Brothers,  and  into  it  W.  Z.  Blanchard  removed  his  goods.  Mean- 
while, Eli  Morse  had  opened  a  second  store,  and  not  long  after  Morse's 
advent  a  Mr.  Brinkerhoff  started  a  third  traveling  post. 

In  1865  Asaph  Mather,  Isaac  Smith  and  one  Fremont  built  a  woolen- 
mill  at  Matherton.  They  used  steam-power,  gave  employment  to  about  a 
dozen  people,  and  manufactured  woolen  cloths,  yarns,  etc  The  enterprise 
gave  excellent  promise  of  beneficial  results,  but  it  failed  to  pay  and,  after  an 
existence  of  fottr  ycar>,  \va>  discontinned.  J.  T.  Irish  started  a  foundry 
and  sash  and  l)lin(l  factory,  l)ui  lost  the  jiroperty  by  fire  in  1872. 

Fire  had  invaded  Matherton  on  frequent  occasions,  and  invariably  with 
deplorable  results.  Besides  the  foundry,  the  grist-mill  and  the  saw-niill  wei'e 
burned  in  the  fall  of  1880.  The  mill,  which  Asaph  Mather  erected  an<l 
carried  on  unintemti)tedly  from  1849  to  1867,  was  owned  l>y  Irish,  Tooker 
&  Company  at  the  time  of  its  destruction.  The  disaster  was  an  especially 
unfortunate  one,  since  upon  the  mill  the  town  depended  largely  for  its  sup- 
port. 

In  1872  .A.saph  and  Vemam  Mather,  anticipating  speedy  railway  advan- 
tajj:e<;  at  Matherton,  erected  a  fine  steam  saw-mill,  but  the  railway  never  came 
and  the  mill  was  not  as  valuable  property  as  it  might  have  been.    It  was 
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carried  on  more  or  less  until  the  summer  of  1880,  and  then  transijorted 
northward. 

At  its  best,  Matherton  was  a  thriving  country  village,  and  supported 
three  stores,  two  mills  and  minor  other  industries.   Untoward  circumstances 

have  operated  against  it  sorely  and  later  it  has  boasted  of  but  one  store. 
The  fall  at  Matherton  mi  Fish  creek  na\c  excellent  power,  being  ten  feet 
at  the  saw-nitll  and  twelve  feet  at  the  grisi-mill  site. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

ODESSA  TOWNSHIP. 

Odessa  was  set  off  from  Berlin  township  March  25,  1846,  and  given 
the  territory  of  six  miles  square.  A  meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  name  for  the  town  at  Esteven  Russell's  house,  and  upon  declara- 
tion of  opinions,  it  appeared  that  some  wanted  the  name  to  be  ''Melissa,*'  in 
honor  of  Myron  Tuppers  wife,  others  "Wellington,"  in  remembrance  of 
Wellington  Russell,  and  others  by  some  other  name.  The  result  of  the  dis- 
cussion was  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  with  Elder  Tupper  as  chair- 
man, to  fix  upon  a  name  and  report  forthwith  to  the  meeting.  The  report 
was  presently  made  in  favor  of  the  name  Odessa,  and,  by  way  of  explana- 
tion, it  was  stated  that  the  desire  for  a  name  likely  to  he  somewhat  exclusive 
led  to  the  honorin^j  of  one  of  Russia's  cities.  The  sus^gestion  doubtless 
came  from  Myrt  n  1  upper,  who  was  a  great  reader  of  history  and  rather 
admired  Russian  iiomcmlatnre. 

The  nrst  township  meeting  took  place  at  the  house  of  Myron  i  upper, 
April  6,  1846,  and,  there  being  but  one  mind  as  to  who  should  fill  the  several 
offices,  there  was  no  trouble  or  delay  in  arriving  at  the  result.  There  were 
but  thirteen  voters,  of  whom  all  but  Emory  Russell  and  J.  A.  Russell 
received  offices,  and  that  they  did  not  was  simply  because  they  did  not  want 
them.  The  thirteen  voters  mentioned  were  Myron  Tupper,  Esteven  Russell, 
Asa  Houghton,  George  E.  Kihhey,  Benjamin  R.  Tupper,  John  D.  Hight, 
Hiram  S.  Lee,  Reuben  Haight,  /ames  A.  Galloway,  Wellington  Russell, 
Daniel  Heeter,  Emory  Russell  and  J.  A.  Russell. 

The  full  list  of  officials  chosen  is  given  as  follows .  Supervisor,  Myron 
Tupper;  clerk,  Esteven  Russell;  treasurer,  John  D.  Hi^t;  justices  of  the 
peace.  Hiram  S.  T,ee,  Reuben  Haight.  Benjamin  R.  Tup]:>er  and  George  E. 
Kil>l>e\':  school  in^^pectors.  lames  A.  Galloway  and  Reuben  Haight;  hii;h- 
way  commissioners,  \sa  Houghton,  James  A.  Galloway  and  Wellington 
Russell:  overseers  of  the  poor.  F^ste\'en  I'n-ell  and  Georgft  Kibbey ;  con- 
stables, Myriin  Tup|>er.  Asa  lloughlon  and  James  A.  Galloway;  overseers 
of  the  highways,  John  D.  Hight,  l{steven  Russell  and  Hiram  S.  Lee.  Myron 
Tupper  was  modenitor  of  the  meetiiig.  Ivsteven  Russell,  clerk,  and  Asa 
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Houghton,  George  E.  Kibbcy  and  Benjamin  R,  Tupper,  inspectors  of  elec- 
tion. 

At  the  same  meeting  thirty  dollars  were  voted  for  township  purposes 
and  there  was  also  a  resolution  passed  to  hold  the  next  town  meeting  at  "the 
school  house  in  this  town." 

Odessa,  named  after  a  city  in  Kussia,  is  one  of  the  southern  border 

townships  of  Ionia  county,  lying  on  the  Barry  comity  line,  and  in  the  Tinted 
States  survey  is  known  as  townsiiip  5  north,  rancfe  7  wc=t.  havinu  Kcrlin 
township  on  the  north,  Barry  connty  on  the  ^'Uith,  Scl>e\va  lownsliip  t  ii  the 
east  and  Campbell  township  on  the  west.  Agrnulturc  ha?  always  Ihcii  its 
main  interest,  ^iucc  there  is  within  the  township  neither  railway,  village  nor 
water  power.  There  are,  however,  postoifices  to  the  number  of  four,  named, 
respectively,  Algodon,  South  Cass,  Lake  City  and  Bonanza,  at  the  latter  only 
of  which  is  there  even  a  semblance  of  a  village.  There  is  some  waste  land 
in  the  township,  but,  general!}  considered,  Odessa  is  a  good  farming  region 
and  its  inhabitants  are  a  thrifty,  indu.strious  and  comfortably-circumstanced 
people. 

In.  June,  1839,  Myron  Tupper,  of  Monroe  coimty,  New  York,  was  in 
Michigan  looking  for  land.  At  Jackson  he  learned  from  Ktrthemthal,  the 
mail-carrier  over  the  Clinton  trail  between  Jackson  and  Grand  Rapids,  that 
there  was  government  land  to  be  had  in  the  locality  now  included  in  Odessa, 

Tupper  proceeded  at  once  to  enter  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  27.  through 
which  flowed  a  srnal!  stream  and  upon  which  rested  the  watf'r'^  of  a  small 
lake.  He  rctarned  eastward  at  once  and,  securing  the  cennpanion^hip  of 
Harvey  Kibbcy.  moved  westward  once  more,  and  made  no  halt  until  the 
Odessa  land  was  reached.  As  soon  as  he  cuuld,  i'up{)er  g^athered  his  house- 
hold goods  and,  with  his  family  and  Wellington  Ru.-,strll,  an  uinnarried 
young  man,  started  at  once  for  Michigan. 

This,  then,  was  the  pioneer  settlement  in  Odessa.  The  Tuppers  and 
Russell  moved  into  the  hovel  previously  occupied  by  Tupper  and  Kibbey 
and  happily  found  their  potatoes  and  com  crops  in  shape  to  give  them  a 
good  start  for  a  larder.  Without  delay,  Tupper  and  Russell  rolled  up  a 
cabin,  and  upon  the  heels  of  that  event  along  came  Kibbey  for  the  purpose 
of  permanently  occupying  the  land  on  secHon  27.  He  was  unmarried  and 
subsequent  to  his  arrival  divided  his  time  between  working  on  his  own  place 
and  upon  those  of  others,  as  he  happened  to  fed  the  need  of  earning  a  few 
dollars.    During  one  of  his  exairsions  south  of  Odessa,  in  1840.  he  died. 

Wellington  Russell  was  without  liuided  pxasscssions  when  he  came  with 
Mr.  Tupper,  but,  boy  as  he  was,  he  saw  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be  a 
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settler,  and  consequently  bought  the  east  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  27. 

Hiram  S.  Lee  was  a  settler  in  the  spring  of  1840  upCMi  section  33,  where 
he  Ixiilt  the  first  fran  e  barn  in  the  township.  Benjamin  R.  Tupper,  brother 
of  Myron  Tupper.  located  in  the  fall  of  1840  on  section  27,  where  his 

brother  had  entered  land  for  him.  Emory  TiJnsse!!.  who  had  come  with 
Myron  Tnppcr  and  Wellington  Knssell.  in  1839,  to  lend  his  assistance  in 
thtir  uitdertaJcings,  returned  alter  a  bnel  sojourn,  \mi  soon  came  back  <as  a 
settler. 

As  the  Russells  were,  firsi  and  last,  quite  numerous  as  pioneers  in 
Odessa  and  gave  to  the  place  of  their  location  the  designation  of  "Russell 
Settlement,"  it  will  be  of  interest  to  note  that  settling  members  of  the  fam- 
ily i^a\l  brothers)  were  Wellington,  Emory,  Esteven,  Sumner  and  H.  A. 
The  order  of  their  coming  was  that  above  given. 

Esteven  Russell  married  Rosetta,  daughter  of  Myron  Tupper,  and  theirs 
was  the  first  child  bom  to  Odessa  parents,  although,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  she 
was  bom  in  Woodland,  Barry  coiwty,  in  1840,  whither  her  mother  went  on 
that  occasion  to  ohrain  tlu-  necessary  aid,  not  easily  obtainable  in  her  own 
home.   Mrs.  Russell  died  in  1870. 

The  first  death  in  the  town  is  said  to  have  been  that  of  "Granny  Hall," 
mother-in-law  to  John  Right,  with  whom  she  lived.  She  was  buried  in  the 
woods,  but  afterwards  taken  to  the  Wooflland  cemetery.  Karly  burials 
were  made  wherever  convenience  served.  Ihc  first  burial  in  the  Lake  ceme- 
tery, in  section  34,  was  that  of  Mr.  Boynton.  whose  death  occurred  in  1854. 
The  first  niarriatce  was  jirobably  that  of  B.  R.  Tupper  and  Harriet  Ayers, 
Stepdaughter  of  George  Kibbey.  The  first  saw-mill  in  the  town  was  put 
up  on  Tupper  creek,  near  Titpper  lake,  in  1848,  by  Jos^h  and  Daniel  Hec- 
tor, who  came  to  the  town  shortly  after  1842.  Before  die  erection  of  the 
Heeter  saw-mill  there  was  no  frame  house  in  Odessa  at\d  after  that  the 
first  one  was  built  by  Emory  Russell.  About  1855  William  Kibbey  placed  a 
small  rim  of  stone  in  the  mill  and  provided  what  proved  to  be  the  first  and 
last  grist-mill  Odessa  ever  had. 

An  early  settler  in  section  26  was  a  Mr.  Cady,  after  whom  the  small 
lake  on  that  section  was  called.  He  remained  but  a  short  time,  and  but  little 
is  remembered  concerning  him.  Other  early  settlers  in  and  near  the  Russell 
neighborhood  were  Nelson  Merrill,  Knianuel  Cramer,  S.  B.  Chaj>ninn,  A  A. 
Haskins.  A.  J.  Clark,  P.  S.  I^pham,  David  Crapo,  Johh  D.  Hight,  Reuben 
Haught.  (ieorgc  E.  Kelly,  James  N.  Galloway  and  Asa  Houghton. 

Concerning  David  Crapo  comes  a  story  which  will  be  found  worthy  of 
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preservation,  in  ii>Li6  lie  went  over  into  Aroiitralm  county  with  Samuel  F. 
Alderman,  on  a  lamMooking  exijedition.  They  were  on  foot  and.  succumb- 
ing to  the  rigors  of  the  journey,  Crapo  gave  out  when  they  were  a  score  or 
more  miles  from  any  human  habitation.  Seeing  that  his  companion  was  utterly 
exhausted  and  badly  lamed  in  the  bargain,  Alderman  started  for  help  towards 
a  lumber  camp  supposed  to  be  about  twenty  miles  distant  to  the  southward. 
Alderman  lost  his  way  and  for  six  days  and  nights  wandered  about  in  a 
hopeless  maze.  He  suffered  terribly  from  cold,  hunger  and  fatigue,  and 
tTiore  than  once  felt  himself  upon  the  verge  of  making  up  his  mind  that  he 
liad  got  to  die  lluck  carried  him  through,  however,  and  eventually,  more 
dead  than  alive,  he  reached  the  lumber  camp,  told  his  story  and  fainted  on 
the  spot.  Lookinor  -ifter  Alderman  and  straightway  getting  him  into  good 
shape,  a  deley/'.ti' n  trnm  i!  e  camp  lost  no  time  in  pnttincr  ofT  to  the  rescue 
of  Crapo,  who  iliey  IouikI  just  alive.  He  had  cmchiiU  'l  that  Alderman's 
failure  to  return  meant  that  he  had  perished,  and  -o,  uiiahle  to  move  and 
out  of  provisions,  he  looked  upon  ihc  period  of  his  di^Mjliui' tti  as  a  »[ucsiioii 
of  only  a  brief  space  o£  time.  So  hopeless  was  he  ihai,  while  strength  still 
lasted,  he  carved  his  name  upon  the  stock  of  his  gun  that  he  might  be  sure 
of  identification  when  his  dead  body  should  be  found.  As  it  proved,  how- 
ever, he  was  not  destined  to  die  that  way.  His  rescuers  recalled  him  to  life 
and  never  before  did  he  behold  so  welcome  a  sight  as  the  troop  of  strong- 
armed  lumbermen  who  had  come  to  carry  him  to  a  place  of  comfort  and 
safety. 

For  some  year  the  settlements  in  Odessa  concentrated  about  the  Rus- 
sell neighborhood.  In  the  year  1852  there  were  hut  four  settlers  in  the 
western  half  of  the  township.  These  four  were  Solomon  Foght,  S.  R. 
Chapman,  Joseph  Rouseman  anci  Fber  Ku?h.  ihe  northern  half  of  the 
township  was  thru  unienanled,  akhrmf^li  directly  aftcrw;irds  James  Mc- 
Laughlin nu.ncd  Tit  section  3.  Settknients  in  the  northern  portion  were 
slow,  because  the  swamps  thereabouts  made  ruad -making  an  evpensive  and 
difficult  business,  into  which  the  hardiest  of  the  pioneers  hesitated  to  enter 
excq>t  under  the  most  favorable  circimistanccs. 

Simeon  Buxton  came  to  the  Foght  neighborhood  in  1853  and,  follow- 
ing him,  Aaron  Shellenbarger,  Richard  Baker,  Thomas  H.  Cooley  and  John 
Swarthout  In  1855  Isaac  Mower  located  on  section  19,  near  where  were 
already  Elisha  Rush  and  Henry  Short,  a  short  distance  to  the  eastward. 
At  the  center  of  the  township  George  Sickles  made  a  settlement  in  185 1,  and 
then  came  Horace  L.  Miner,  Stephen,  Henry  and  Charles  Sexton,  Jasper 
Wright,  G.  H.  Shepard  and  Charles  and  James  Wright.   The  Anways  set- 
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tied  in  1854  on  section  17,  and  about  the  same  time  Daniel  Unger  made  a 
commencement  near  at  hand. 

The  pioneer  stories  dealing  with  early  life  in  Odessa  are  like  all  pioneer 
stories  in  which  the  struggles,  hardships  and  denials  of  those  who  launched 
themselves  into  the  wilderness  and  experienced  the  customary  vicissitudes 
of  such  an  existence  are  recorded.  Still,  the  first  comers  to  Odessa  were  a 
little  more  fortunate,  perhaps,  than  the  pioneers  of  older  towns,  for  when 
they  came  upon  the  scene  the  country  was  pretty  well  along  in  the  matter  of 
settlement.  Half  a  day's  travel  at  the  most  would  carry  them  to  points 
where  the  elements  of  civilization  were  to  he  found  ;  w  here  they  could  rind 
a  mill,  buy  and  sell,  and  supply  themselves  with  necessities  without  much 
trouble.  The  tirst  wheat  marketed  hn;nght  only  fifty  cents  per  bushel  and, 
at  that,  \\<'uld  fetch  only  store  pay.  Nothing  but  furs  would  sell  for  money, 
and  many  a  man  falling  short  on  the  money  earned  in  working  out  non^ 
resident  taxes,  was  forced  to  trap  furs  so  that  he  might  raise  money  enough 
to  pay  his  own  taxes. 

Wellington  RusseU  said:  "To  look  back  upon  the  early  times  is  to 
wonder  we  didn't  get  discouraged  at  what  we  were  called  upon  to  endure; 
but,  although  we  had  some  tough  experiences,  we  luul  some  good  times, 
after  all.  We  were  sociable,  because  we  had  to  be,  and  we  often  enjoyed 
many  sociable  reunions,  albeit  some  of  us  did  have  to  travel  many  milea. 
and  ride  on  an  ox-sled  at  that.  We  were  ambitious,  and  our  ambition,  more 
than  anything  el.se.  kept  us  up:  for  we  looked  forward  to  l)etter  and  easier 
times  and  knew  \hcv  wonld  come  if  wc  stuck  to  our  tasks  faithfully." 

Hu,L;h  1..  Hunt  was  the  first  Ulacksnnth,  as  well  as  the  tirst  storekeeper 
in  the  town,  his  shop  and  .store  being  at  tiie  locality  known  as  Bonanza. 

The  tirst  span  of  hor.se.s  in  the  town  were  owned  by  Wellington  Kus- 
sell,  and  were  brought  in,  it  is  said,  in  1850.  Deer  hunters  were  as  numer- 
ous as  the  settlers  while  the  town  was  Init  an  infant.  There  were  some  who 
were  successful  and  won  considerable  kxral  reputation  as  deer  slayers.  Ash- 
ley Russell,  Sumner  Rus.sell  and  Kber  Rush  were  considered  great  deer 
hunters  and  would  average,  tier  man,  something  like  thirty  deer  during  the 
season.  Kbcr  Rush  was.  moreover,  noted  21s  a  busy  hunter,  and  in  hi.s  time 
liagged  great  (inantities  of  all  kinds  of  gsime. 

Indians  al)Oundc<l  in  the  vicinities  of  Tnpper  and  Jounlan  lakes  and 
tdoniE^  Tu^jper  creek,  for  there  were  capital  fishing  and  hunting  g-rounds  in 
those  parts,  and.  of  ccnirse,  the  savages  gravitated  towards  them  with  con- 
siderable eagferness  antl  in  great  numbers. 

The  whites  got  along  peacefully  with  the  redskin.s.  Uit  there  were  times 
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when  the  Indians  waxed  indignant  at  fancied  injuries  and  became  threaten* 
ing,  although  nothit^  very  serious  ever  resulted.  A  case  in  point,  was  a 
charge  brought  by  the  Indians  against  one  John  Nead,  a  settler,  to  the  effect 
that  he  had  stolen  some  of  their  coons.  Nead  became  incensed  at  what  he 
called  on  unrighteous  accusation  and,  in  a  fit  of  rage,  shot  at  an  Indian, 
without  injuring  him.  Alarmed  at  the  consequences  of  his  action  when  he 
found  the  savages  in  an  uproar  about  the  attempt  to  kill  one  of  their  num- 
ber, he  secreted  himself.  Meanwhile,  the  Indians  met  in  council,  with  war- 
paint on,  and,  after  a  dance  on  the  l>anks  of  Tupper  lake,  discussed,  with 
many  threatening  mutterings,  the  advisabiUty  of  inflicting  summary  ven- 
geance upon  Nead.  Fortunately  for  the  latter,  he  kept  out  of  the  way,  or  it 
might  have  gone  hard  for  him. 

SUF££{.ViS0KS. 

1S47,  Joseph  Heeter;  1848-49,  E.  Russell;  1850,  M,  Tupper;  1851,  J. 
Myers;  1852,  Samuel  B.  Chapman;  1853,  John  Myers;  1854,  D.  Crapo; 
1855,  S.  Russell;  1856-57,  S.  B.  Chapman;  1858.  E.  Russell.  1859,  D. 
Crapo;  i860,  S.  Russell;  i86[,  D.  Crapo;  18O2-64,  E.  Russell;  1865,  J.  T. 
Cahoon;  1866,  S.  Russell;  1867,  D.  Crapo;  1868-73,  S.  Russell;  1874,  D. 
Crapo;  1875-78.  V.  Bretz ;  1879,  S.  Snyder  ;  1880,  V.  Bretz;  1881-83.  Sum- 
ner Russell;  1884,  K.  K.  Olmstead;  1885,  Sumner  Russell;  1886-87-88, 
Marcus  L.  Foght;  1889,  Samuel  Blair;  1890-91-92-93-94-95,  Marcus  L. 
Foght;  1896.  Menry  E.  Cmths;  iHqj,  John  Seybold;  1898-99-100,  Marcus 
L.  Foght:  1901,  Henry  J.  Shilton ;  1902-03-04-10,  George  W.  Schneider; 
1911-12,  Harley  H.  Lyon;  1913-14,  John  Seybold;  1915-16,  J.  £.  Peacock. 

LAKE  OBES&A. 

Before  the  Detroit,  Lansing  &  Northern  railroad  pushed  its  line  west 
from  Grand  Ledge  to  Grand  Rapids,  what  now  is  the  prosperous  village  of 
Lake  Odessa  was  a  broad  expanse  of  fertile  farm  land  and  the  typical  coun- 
try "cross-roads,"  about  a  mile  north  of  the  village,  was  for  that  period,  a 
bustling  industrial  center. 

Before  the  advent  of  the  railway  no  one  had  dreamed  of  Lake  Odessa. 
Bonanza  then' was  the  big  settlement  of  this  district.  It  is  one  of  the  queer 
vagaries  of  fate  and  broadening  civilization  that  in  the  space  of  a  few  years 
practically  a  whole  village  should  move,  creating  a  corporate  village  in  the 
midst  of  meadow  lands,  leaving  the  original  settlement  to  revert  to  com 
fields. 
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Railways  have  and  will  makr  iii.niy  corporate  changes  in  the  map  of  a 
new  country,  but  there  are  tew  parallels  in  Michigan  lor  the  condition 
existing  at  Lake  Odessa.  One-time  bustling,  successful  villages  have  been 
left  to  decay,  while  new  settlements  sprang  tip  on  the  line  of  new  railways. 
But  here  is  an  instance  where  a  village  actually  moved.  Even  the  buildings 
were  moved.  The  principal  merchants  of  the  old  village  simply  moved 
buildings,  stock  and  all  to  the  new  location.  The  old  hotel  was  moved  to 
the  new  village  site.  Only  one  or  two  of  the  old  guard  remain  and  they  are 
left  as  isolated  as  if  they  had  settled  in  the  wilderness  instead  of  having 
chosen  a  home  in  the  very  center  of  a  promising  and  growing  industrial 
center. 

Lake  Odessa  was  not  platted  until  1887,  but  its  b^'inm'ng  really  dates 

back  to  the  early  seventies,  when  the  village  of  Bonanza,  at  the  cross-roads, 
came  into  being.  None  of  the  old  settlers  can  explain  why  they  called  it 
Ronanza.  It  is  the  general  impression  that  the  ojitirnistic  pioneers  snw  <^Tfat 
promises  for  the  i)lacc  and  gave  it  a  title  in  keeping  with  its  then  i.';lo\sing 
l>ro.sperts.  It  was  a  place  typical  of  all  small  A-ihai^es  of  that  period.  There 
was  a  hotel,  a  general  store,  a  blacksmith  shop  and  quite  a  duster  of  resi- 
dences. Until  a  railway  came  through  it  registered  a  nonnal  growth  from 
year  to  year  and  its  increasing  prosperity,  due  to  a  surrotmding  agricultural 
district  of  unexcelled  fertility,  for  a  time  seemed  to  have  warranted  the  early 
settlers  in  calling  it  Boiian2a. 

It  was  the  railway  that  made  the  title  a  misnomer.  Perhaps  behind  this 
was  the  secret  juggling  by  real  esta^  financiers  of  that  period.  At  any  rate, 
H.  R.  Wagar,  of  Ionia,  suddenly  appeared  at  what  is  now  Lake  Odessa  and 
negotiated  with  Samuel  Chapman  for  the  purchase  of  his  farm  on  the  banks 
of  Jourdan  lake.  There  was  no  reason  why  Chapman  should  held  his  land 
at  a  price  so  much  above  any  of  the  other  productive  agricultural  lands  of 
the  district.  Wagar  got  it  cheap,  considering  its  rapid  value  increase.  Next 
it  became  general  knowledge  that  the  new  railway  was  going  to  overlook 
Bonanza.  Wagar  platted  the  farm  in  1867  and  named  it  l^kc  Odessa  after 
Jourdan  lake  and  Odessa  township.  He  gave  yard  facilities  and  a  depot 
site  to  the  railway  and,  by  using  his  influence,  brought  the  steel  through  his 
new  village. 

l  or  a  time  Bonanza  stood  off  the  competition  of  the  new  village.  But 
the  rail  shipping  and  transportation  facilities  offered  too  serious  a  handicap. 
Gradually,  Bonanza  citizens  began  moving  to  the  new  setletnent  and  soon 
the  movement  became  a  stampede.  Horace  F.  Miner,  who  had  the  general 
store  at  Bonanza  and  was  its  leading  citizen  and  merchant,  hung  on  until  he 
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recognized  that  to  stay  meant  financial  ruin.  When  he  left,  the  industrial 
backbone  of  Bonanza  was  broken.  From  the  beginning  Mr.  Miner  had  been 
the  chief  merchant.  His  store  was  the  gathering  point  for  the  countryside. 
Before  its  big  cast-iron  heater,  governmental  and  international  questions 
were  fought  out  and  solved.  Some  idea  of  the  popularity  of  the  place  may 
be  gained  from  a  little  passage«at-arms  between  an  old  settler  and  a  pros- 
jirottve  farm-buyer.  The  settler  was  asked  to  name  a  price  on  his  acreage, 
ihe  prospective  purchaser  allowed  it  was  prettv  high.  "Well,"  said  the 
owner  of  the  farm,  "there's  a  seat  down  at  Miner's  goes  with  it  at  that 
price." 

Late  in  the  year  1887  Mr.  Miner  built  the  brick  bnilflinjr  which  was 
later  the  Hotel  Riirke.  in  Liike  Odessa,  and  ^no^•ed  his  j^eneral  merchandise 
bi.i-ine<s  tn  that  itlace.  liy  that  tinif  they  were  wi  only  moving  business 
and  stuck.  ;.>ut  buiidin^.-  were  beint4  lowed  aiuiig  over  the  mile  of  highway, 
to  Me  ^ct  up  on  new  foundations  in  the  new  villag:e.  'Jdu  old  Tim,  so-called, 
was  the  biggest  ot  these  and  the  only  one  of  the  structures  wliich  was  movetl 
from  Bonanza  to  Lake  Odessa  that  stood  in  active  service.  It  siuod  just* 
north  of  the  depot  and  was  known  later  as  Hotel  Odessa. 

Horace  Miner  assumed  the  same  position  in  the  new  village  that  he 
had  held  in  the  old  and  his  modern  store  building  is  conspicuous  as  one  of 
the  best  in  the  village.  Mr.  Miner  left  this  business  to  his  son,  Otis,  who 
was  Lake  Odessa's  postmaster,  in  addition  to  being  one  of  its  public-spirited 
citizens.  Many  of  Lake  Odessa^s  other  residents  and  business  men  had  been 
identified  widi  Bonanza,  which  is  now  part  of  the  corporation,  being  spoken 
of  as  a  sectional  part  of  the  village. 

The  foundation  was  laid  for  the  present  town  of  Lake  Odessa  in  1886, 
^  en  it  was  first  ascertained  that  a  railroad  was  to  be  built  from  Grand 
Ledge  to  Lansing.  That  ^-ailroad,  now  the  Detroit,  Grand  Rapids  &  Mil- 
waukee branch  oS  the  Pere  Marquette  s\  stem,  was  built  the  follownng  year 
ami  a  quickdv-cc)nstructed  villa;i2;e  b.ad  sprung  up  to  ^rcet  it.  Two  years 
later,  in  iS.Sg,  the  village  was  incorjiorated.  Tt  is  built  nearly  on  the  shores 
of  two  beautiful  small  lakes,  Jrmrdan  and  Tupj)er.  Tt  is  just  eighteen  miles 
south  of  Ionia,  seventeen  miles  north  of  Hastings  and  only  one-half  mile 
from  the  Barry  county  line. 

W'ltimi  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  is  maintained  a  popular,  sum- 
mer resort,  which  is  visited  annually  by  a  large  number  9f  people  who  have 
become  attached  to  the  beauty  and  picturesqueness  of  the  town  and  lalce  in 
'  sumfnen/  It  has  a  splendid  system  of  waterworks,  under  ^e  direct  pressure 
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system,  the  water  being  pumped  directly  from  large  flowing  wells.  Elec- 
tricity for  the  town  is  furnished  by  the  Thomapple  Electric  Light  Company, 
which  has  a  power  dam  on  the  Thomapple  river,  twenty-two  miles  away. 
Lake  Odessa  has  also  a  well-equipped  fire  department,  including  tire  house 
and  af^aratus.  The  town  has  continued  to  grow  since  its  fotmding  and 
bids  fair  to  be  of  considerable  consequence  within  a  few  years. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


V  ORANGE  TOWNSHIP. 

Until  March  iq.  1845.  ^^e  east  half  of  townsliip  6  nortli,  range  6  west, 
vvai  a  portion  of  Portland,  and  the  west  lialf  a  ix:)rtic)n  of  Berlin  township. 
At  the  date  mentioned,  the  entire  township  was  given  an  organization  of 
its  own,  and  called  Orange.  The  name  was  bestowed  by  Dean  M.  Tyler, 
but  why  cannot  be'  ascertained.  It  was  not  in  remembrance  of  any  place  in 
which  he  had  ever  lived,  but  in  all  likelihood  suggested  itself  merely  because 
it  was  a  name  of  pleasant  sound,  without  especial  local  application. 

The  first  township  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Dean  M.  Tyler, 
April  7,  1845,  where  Dean  M.  Tyler  was  chosen  moderator.  Alexander 
Dalziel,  Adam  A.  Lewis,  Myron  J.  King  and  Henry  Bush,  Jr.,  inspectors  of 
election,  and  John  Brown,  clerk.  Thirty  votes  were  cast,  and  in  each  case 
they  were  given  for  every  candidate  presented.  The  returns  of  the  inspec- 
tors of  election  certified  that  the  ofiRcials  chosen  were  as  follows:  Super- 
visor, Alexander  K.  Hall;  clerk,  John  Brown;  treasurer,  Myron  J.  King; 
justices  of  the  peace,  Adam  A.  T.cwis,  Peter  Hacket,  Dean  M.  Tyler  and 
Alexander  Dalziel;  highway  commissioners,  Arza  IT.  King,  Benjamin  D. 
Brand  and  Alexander  K.  Hall;  school  inspectors.  Alexander  K.  Hall  and 
Alexander  Dalziel;  overseers  of  the  poor.  Dean  M.  Tyler  and  Thomas  J. 
^larsh;  constables.  Henry  Bush,  Jr.,  George  Lewis,  (korge  Jonrdan  and 
Morris  Woodruff;  highway  overseers,  Henry  Bush,  Jr.,  Samuel  Utter, 
Thomas  J.  Marsh,  Nathan  Nichols,  Gideon  O.  Holcomb,  Isaac  E.  Tyler, 
Adam  A.  Lewis,  James  Humphreys,  Z.  G.  Gritmells  and  Chatliss  Matthews. 
•  Twenty  dollars  was  raised  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  seventy-five  dollars 
for  contingent  expenses,  and  five  dollars  allowed  as  bounty  for  each  wolf 
killed. 

The  first  white  settler  in  Orange  township  was  Sdah  Arms,  though 
some  think  Benjamin  D.  Brand  should  be  given  that  distinction.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  however,  Arms  settled  on  section  25  late  in  1835,  while  Brand, 
who  came  to  Berlin  as  a  farm  hand  for  Philo  Bates  and  William  Babcock, 
did  not  reach  Michiq^-Ti  until  late  in  1835  or  early  in  1836,  and  certainly 
worked  for  Bates  and  Babcock  in  Berlin  awhile  before  he  became  a  settler 
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in  Orange.  He  was,  therefore,  the  second  settler,  but  the  first  to  build  a 
house  in  Orange  township.  Arms  was  a  bachelor  and  camped  out  awhile 
before  effecting  any  building  improvement,  althou^  he  did  build  the  first 
frame  bam.  Brand's  house  was  constructed  entirely  out  of  wood  and  bark 
and  was  put  together  without  the  use  of  nails. 

At  that  time  the  township  contained  no  road,  save,  perhaps,  an  Indian 
trail;  was  densely  timbered  in  every  part,  and  was,  in  short,  a  wilderness, 
inhabited  by  wild  beasts  and  resounding  with  the  cries  of  wolves  by  night 
and  by  day.  Tiiis  was  by  no  means  an  invitinij  prospect  to  the  hardy  settler 
who  counted  upon  iuaking  a  home  there,  but  it  was  n  fortimon  prospect  in 
^'llchiJ^^■ul  at  that  period,  and,  what  was  more,  it  had  to  be  faced  as  one  of 
the  features  of  the  situation,  and  subdued,  too.  before  the  conquering 
advance-guard  of  the  army  of  civilization  could  proclaim  a  victory  over  the 
forces  of  Nature  and  plant  homes  of  plenty  and  comfort  where  forests  stood 
before. 

In  there  came  a  bevy  of  settlers,  including  Dean  M.  Xyler,  from 
Oakland  county,  Michigan,  Thomas  J.  Marsh,  from  eastern  Michigan,  and 
Peter  and  Barnard  Hackett  Mr.  Tyler  was  accompanied  by  his  son.  Dean 
M.  Tyler,  Jr.,  and  with  him  made  a  settlement  on  section  24.  He  found  a 
decent  road  from  Portland  to  Wadsworth's  sugar-bush,  only  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  from  his  destination,  and  esteemed  himself  especially  fortunate  in 
having  to  cut  a  road  only  diree^uarters  of  a  mile. 

Thomas  J.  Marsh  came  from  Marshall,  in  February,  1837,  ox- 
team,  a  sled  and  a  few  farm  tools  as  the  sum  total  of  his  M'orldly  posses- 
sions, aside  from  his  land.  However,  he  was  young  and  ambitious  and, 
although  he  had  to  make  his  way  through  a  forest  stretch  of  forty  miles,  iu 
which  he  saw  but  one  human  habitation,  he  tcU,  doubtless,  quite  eager  anrl 
ready  for  the  pioneer  fight  \N'hen  he  landcil  upon  the  patch  of  woods  he  had 
purchased  and  of  which  he  profx>sed  to  make  a  fruitful  farm.  He  cleared, 
unaided,  four  acres,  and,  sowing  it  to  wheat,  awaited  the  harvest  with  fer- 
vent expectation.  Sad  enough  for  him.  however,  was  the  realization,  for 
his  crop  was  a  failure  and  yielded  him  just  one  bag  of  wheat,  from  which 
he  got  fifty-two  pounds  of  flour.  It  was  not  much,  to  be  sure,  as  the  fruit 
of  a  year's  labor,  and  likely  enough  he  thought  he  had  reason  to  feel  dis- 
couraged, but  he  stuck  to  his  faith  and  energy,  and  in  due  season  Dame 
Fortune  smiled  upon  him  with  gladsome  encouragement. 

The  Hacketts  located  in  the  southwest  comer  of  the  town.  In  1838 
Isaac  E.  Tyler,  son  of  Dean  M.  Tyler,  and  John  Brown  came  to  the  Tyler 
settlement  and  directly  afterwards  Mr.  Whittaker  came  to  the  same  neigh- 
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borhood.  Brown,  the  Whittakeis  and  the  Idlers,  numbering,  all  told,  six- 
teen persons^  lived  for  two  weeks  in  the  cabin  of  Dean  M.  Tyler,  Sr.,  and 
occupied  in  common  the  cabin's  only  room,  measuring  sixteen  feet  square. 
While  they  struggled  to  exist  in  these  close  quarters,  all  hands  were  hard 
at  worK  cutting  out  roads  to  the  places  where  Brown  and  Whittaker  had 
proposed  to  settle. 

Whittaker  did  not  fancy  the  country  very  much,  or  perhaps  found  the 
job  of  pioneering  more  than  he  bargained  for.  At  all  events,  he  remained 
only  a  year,  and  then  sold  out  to  Adam  I^ewis  and  Alexander  Hall. 

John  Brown,  to  whom  reference  has  been  made,  was  married  in  1838 
to  Betsy  A.,  daughter  of  Dean  M.  Tyler.  The  ceremony  was  performed  at 
Mr.  Tyler's  house  by  Squire  Northam,  a  justice  of  tlic  peace  at  Portland, 
and  that  was  undoubtedly  the  nrst  v.-edrliiit;  in  tlie  tcwn*?hip. 

The  first  orchards  are  said  to  have  been  set  out  by  John  TirowTi,  Dean 
M.  Tyler,  Dean  \J.  Tyler.  Jr.,  and  Isaac  E.  Tyler,  in  1840,  and  the  first 
field  lit  wheat  was  s^ruwn  by  Dean  M.  Tyler.  Mr.  Arms,  their  tieif^dilxjr, 
alihoui^ii  t^arlier  on  the  ground,  was  at  first  more  particularly  given  to  coop- 
ering than  to  farming,  and  on  his  place  made  a  good  many  barrels  and 
pails,  which  he  sold  to  his  neighbors.  With  the  money  thus  obtained  he  got 
a  start  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  go  ahead  with  his  fanning  operations. 
The  Tylers  sold  their  first  wheat  at  Ionia  for  forty  cents  a  bushel,  and  had 
to  pay  five  dollars  a  barrel  for  salt. 

Fanning-mills  were  not  to  be  had  and,  as  the  best  substitute,  fanning 
was  done  by  hand.  Fever  and  ague  prevailed  generally  and  troubled  the 
settlers  sorely  in  those  parts.  During  the  first  ten  years  of  his  residence  in 
Orange,  Isaac  Tyler  spent  most  of  his  money  paying  doctor's  bills  and  taxes, 
and  for  medicines  and  the  simplest  of  life's  necessaries.  .The  first  birth  in 
the  town  is  said  to  have  occurred  in  Isaac  E.  Tyler's  family.  The  child 
was  his  daughter,  Amelia,  born  in  1839,  who  married  J.  £.  Smith  and  settled 
in  Nebraska. 

Jn  1838  Ir.i  l\  LcVallev  came  to  section  5,  havini:^'  walked  all,  the  way 
from  Detroit.  He  found  in  the  neighborhood  Thotnas  J.  Marsh,  Alexander 
Dalziel,  Benjamin  Brand,  Paul  .Steel.  John  Boiiseman.  Jared  F.  Long.  Jacob 
Houseman  aiul  John  Long.  In  1839  George  Jourdan  joined  the  settlement 
and.  locating  in  section  13,  was  soon  in  the  thickest  of  the  pioneer  fight.  He 
was  desperately  poor  and  saw  the  time  when  he  lived  on  a  diet  of  two 
pancakes  a  day,  while  he  had  to  go  once  or  twice  to  mill  as  far  as  Pontiac 
or  Jadcson. 

Alexander  K.  Hall  made  a  location  in  1840  oa  section  22  and,  in  1842 
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WiUiani  H.  Allen,  of  Oakland  county,  came  to  section  15,  liavnig  to  under- 
brush for  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more  from  the  east  The  nearest  house 
west  of  him  was  John  Houseman's,  two  miles  and  a  half  away;  the  nearest 
neighbor  on  the  south  was  Samuel  Grinnells,  on  section  27;  eastward,  the 
nearest  was  John  Brown,  a  milei  distant,  and  the  same  distance  to  ih€  north- 
ward was  Myron  King. 

Adam  Lewis  settled  north  of  Hall's  in  1844,  Theodore  R.  Darling,  on 
section  26,  and  E.  F.  Smith  in  the  Tyler  neighborhood  the  same  year.  Becket 
Coleman  came  to  section  26  in  1845,  occupied  wild  land  that  he  had 
purchased  of  the  jg^overnment.  His  near  neisfhbors  were  Theodore  R.  Dar- 
ling, Adam  Lewis  and  A.  K.  iHall.  Two  years  before  Coleman's  coming,  or 
in  184,5,  there  were  liut  three  hearses  in  the  town.  Of  these.  Dean  M.  Tyler 
owned  two  and  Esquire  Barnard  one,  the  latter  an  Indian  ix)ny. 

riie  settlers  of  1845  told  some  merry  stories  of  the  good  old  times  they 
used  to  enjoy  in  the  f<Min  of  social  calls  among  the  neighbors,  and  of  even- 
ing trips  of  half  a  dozen  miles  or  more  by  means  of  an  ox-sled,  with  a  nice 
jolly  visit  at  the  end  of  it.  Afterwards,  a  midnight  ride  homeward  made  a 
pleasant  break  in  the  otherwise  toilsome  (existence  and  helped  to  cheer  up  all 
hands  amazingly. 

South  of  Coleman's  there  were  already  on  the  ground  Charles  Mat- 
thews, on  section  35,  and  Samuel  Grinnells,  on  section  27.  The  latter  settler 
was  the  first  to  make  a  banning  in  that  comer  of  the  town.  T^'iter,  Charles 
Covey  came  to  section  36.  Among  the  other  prominent  early  settlers  were 
Elliott  Martin,  Dolphin  Kinney,  the  Smiths  and  Rikers,  A.  Himt,  Mount 
V  emoQ  Olmstead,  and  the  Kings.  David  and  his  sons,  Arzah,  Myron  and 
Burton. 

The  tlrst  SHW-mill  in  Orange  townshij)  was  erected  in  1848  by  Samuel 
W.  Badger  and  Robert  Kimball,  on  the  north  line  of  section  15.  The  sec- 
ond was  the  Kcefer  mill,  built  on  the  north  township  line  in  1853.  The 
Bellevue  road,  passing  between  Orange  and  Berlin  townships^  was  at  a  very 
early  day  a  much-patronized  highway  of  travel,  as  well  as  a  mail  route.  A 
great  deal  of  traffic  in  the  way  of  lumber,  hatded  southward  by  teams, 
passed  over  the  thoroughfare  and  gave  occasion  for  the  establishment  of 
numerous  roadside  inns.  In  Orange  township  the  first  tavern  on  that  road 
was  opened  by  WilUam  Snyder.  I.  M.  WoIvertiMi  opened  a  house  of  enter- 
tainment at  I^s  place,  and  so  did  Ira  LeValley  at  his,  but  these  hostelrles 
passed  out  of  existence  a  long  time  ago. 

Orange  postoiiice,  the  only  mail  station  ever  established  in  the  town- 
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ship,  was  created  in  1855.  and  the  olhcc  given  to  Lcwio  Priest.  His  suc- 
cessor was  Jolm  Mosser,  and  after  him  Doctor  Treraayne. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1846,  A.  K.  Hall;  i«47-48.  M.  J.  King;  1849-50,  Paul  Steel;  1851-53, 

A.  K.  Hall;  1854-56,  J.  Brown;  1857-58,  Paul  Sted;  1859,  Seely  Arms; 
i860,  Paul  Steel;  1861-62,  C.  Mathews;  1863,  M.  V.  Olmstead;  1864,  no 
record;  1850-06,  M.  V.  Olmstead;  1867-70,  Paul  Steel;  1871,  M.  V.  Olm- 
stead; 1B72.  P.  Steel;  1873-74,  J.  T..  Mosser:  1875,  William  Keeter;  1S76, 

B.  Mathews,  1877-78,  William  Keeter;  1879-80,  M.  V.  Olmstead;  t88i, 
William  Keefer;  1882-86.  M.  V.  Olmstead;  1887-89  90,  Ba  rnarfl  Hackctt; 
91,  Charles  1.  Gijudwin;  92.  Bernard  Hackett;  93-94,  C.  I.  Goodwin;  1895- 
96,  IJenry  11,  JourUen,  1897-98-99-1900-01,  Limis  Olmstead;  1902-03,  Frank 
Linebaugh;  1904-05,  George  L.  Jourdan;  1906,  John  W.  Adgate;  1908,  C.  J. 
Jourdan;  1909,  W.  F.  Brickley:  1910,  C.  I.  Goodwin;  1911-12,  A.  Fred 
Klotz;  191 2- 13,  J.  C  Linebaugh;  1914-16,  Clyde  Stout. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

ORLEANS  TOWNSHIP. 

Township  8  north,  in  range  7  west,  was  included  within  Ionia  town- 
ship until  March  25.  1846,  when  it  was  oi^anized  by  the  Legislature  as 
the  township  of  Orleans  and  the  hrst  meeting  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  house 
of  Ira  Wheeler.    The  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  naming  the  town 

was  held  at  the  house  of  E.  B.  Post,  and  amon^  the  names  proposed  those 
of  Wheatland  and  Dover  appeared  to  meet  witli  the  most  favor,  the  former 
especially.  It  would  have  lx:en  adopted,  but  the  discos'ery  that  there  was  an- 
other Wheatland  in  the  state  caused  it  to  l.)e  set  aside  by  the  legislative  repre- 
sentative of  the  district,  and  the  sul)stitution  by  him  or  somebody  else  of 
Orleans,  doubtless  from  Orleans,  j\evv  York,  It  seems  that  some  of  the 
folks  in  the  western  portion  of  the  town  thought  Wheatland  ought  to  be 
the  name  because  they  raised  buckwheat,  and  indeed  did  call  it  Wheatland 
before  the  town  was  organized.  When  they  gave  their  reasons  for  wanting 
that  name  adopted,  Daniel  Hoyt,  always  keenly  alive  to  a  sense  of  the  ridicu- 
lous, exclaimed  '*What  not  call  it  Buckwheatland  ?" 

At  the  first  town  meeting,  held  at  the  house  of  Ira  Wheeler,  April  6, 
1846,  Gilbert  H.  King  and  Jessie  Wood,  justices  of  the  peace,  were  present 
as  inspectors  of  election,  and  they  with  Milo  K.  Cody,  David  Courier  and 
Garrett  Snediker  constituted  the  board  of  inspectors.  Jesse  Wood  was 
chosen  moderator  and  Albert  Dorr,  clerk,  whereupon  the  jJoUs  were  opened. 
Forty-one  votes  were  cast  and  officials  were  chosen  as  follows :  Supervisor, 
Gilbert  H.  King;  clerk,  Seneca  II.  King;  treasurer,  Ira  Wheeler;  justices  of 
the  peace.  Guv  We1>ster  and  r,arrett  Snediker  :  hij^hwav  commi.ssioners,  Ches- 
ter Goss  and  Joel  C.  Green;  constables,  .Samuel  T.  Kidd  and  Isaac  Har- 
wood;  overseers  nf  the  jKHtr,  Joel  t  .  ( ireen  and  le^^e  Wniul;  ))athniaster, 
Milo  K.  Cody,  Garrett  Snediker,  John  Highbee  and  Gill^ert  H.  King.  Upon 
the  license  question  the  v(jte  a^jainst  the  license  was  twenty-six  to  thirteen; 
at  the  next  annual  township  meeting,  the  vote  was  in  tavor  by  twenty-eight 
to  fifteen. 

In  common  with  the  lands  of  Keen  and  Otisco  townships,  those  in 
Orleans  were  not  put  upon'  the  market  until-  August,  1839,  but  lands  were 
pre-empted  and  settlements  effected  more  than  a  year  before  that  date.  What- 
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ever  disdncdon  can  attach  to  the  first  settler  in  the  town  is  due  now,  by  the 
way  of  remembrance,  to  Guy  Webster,  of  Ohio,  who,  then  living  on  a  farm 
in  Lorain  county,  came  out  to  Ionia  county  in  the  winter  of  1837-3S  on  a 
tour  of  inspection,  and  fancying  the  lay  of  the  land  upon  section  36  in 
Orleans  township  pre-empted  a  tract,  returned  to  Ohio  and  at  once  began 
preparations  for  the  removal  of  his  family  and  goods  to  Michigan.  He  hired 
.  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  William  Henry  Harrison  Sutliffe  to  help  him 
over  the  journey,  anri  all  hands  set  out  with  two  pairs  of  oxen,  one  horse  and 
a  lumber  wagon  packed  with  goods. 

At  Ionia,  Webster  left  his  family  at  McCausland's  tavern  and  with 
Sutliffe  went  to  his  Orleans  place  fnr  the  purpose  of  making-  a  clearing  and 
building  a  cabin,  .\itcr  iie  and  Sutliite  haH  l>een  at  work  just  one  day 
they  concluded  that  they  must  have  a  female  to  look  after  the  cooking,  and 
since  their  efforts  in  that  direction  had  ]»ccn  attended  with  lamentabie  and 
disastr(iu>  failure  .Siitlnfe  went  over  to  luuia  after  Lucretia.  the  thirteen- 
year-old  daughter  ui  Air.  Webster,  later  Mrs.  Loren  Spraguc  of  Ronald. 
At  the  little  fellow's  request  they  brought  back  also  Master  Guy  Webster, 
Jr.,  a  bright  little  lad  of  six  years ;  but  young  as  he  was  he  was  just  as  ready 
to  rough  it  as  any  of  them,  and  eager  too  to  do  what  he  could  to  lend  a  hand 
in  pioneering.  Sutliffe  and  the  children  came  along  on  the  road  Webster  and 
he  had  previously  cut  out  by  the  way  of  Yeoman's  place. 

When  Mr.  Webster  raised  his  log  cabin  he  had  besides  that  of  Sutliffe 
the  assistance  of  Joshua  S.  Hall  and  Stephen  Starks,  two  young  men  then 
just  making  a  start  in  the  woods  in  Ionia  township  near  the  northern  town- 
ship line.  The  floor  of  that  cabin  was  not  what  in  this  latter  day  would  be 
called  a  stylish  affair.  It  was  in  short  a  "split"  floor,  and  when  Mr.  Webster 
got  enough  of  it  laid  to  put  a  bedstead  on  he  sent  for  his  wife,  who  had 
thus  far  remained  in  Ionia  in  attendance  upon  her  sick  daughter,  to  come 
and  help  fhcm  keq»  house  With  its  split  floor  and  its  otherwise  primitive 
appointments,  Webster's  log  house  was  nevertheless  a  sort  of  house  of  en- 
tertainment for  a  time  after  its  construction,  and  lodged  numbers  of  people 
journeying  that  way  in  search  of  land  or  upon  orhcr  business. 

WAen  Webster  came  to  Orleans  he  brought  a  barrel  of  appieseed  and 
planted  the  first  orchard  in  the  town,  from  which  he  was  ultimately  enabled 
to  supply  his  neighbors  with  the  stock  for  the  foundation  of  other  orchards. 
Guy  Webster  died  in  1854,  and  his  widow  who  lived  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Loren  Sprague,  during  the  latter  years  of  her  life,  died  in  1874  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four.  As  to  Sutliffe,  who  worked  for  Mr.  Webster,  he  pre- 
empted eighty  acres  on  section  36  soon  after  coming  in  and  did  some  work 


170 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


oil  the  place  while  he  Ixiardcd  at  Webster's,  but  not  until  i<S43,  when  he 
married,  did  he  make  a  settlement  upon  it.  After  a  stay  of  ten  years  he  left 
the  community. 

Joseph  Collins,  the  second  settler  in  Orleans  township,  settled  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  18  in  May,  1838,  but  did  not  appear  to  make 
much  of  an  effort  towards  improving  the  place.  The  very  good  reason  for 
such  lack  of  eff(Mt  was  that  Collins  was  too  poor  to  buy  any  land,  and  he 
knew  that  what  improvements  he  might  make  he  would  have  to  give  up 
just  as  soon  as  the  land  was  sold.  So  he  lived  in  a  log  shanty,  raised  barely 
enough  to  live  on  and  made  up  his  mind  to  live  there  until  the  purchaser 
of  the  land  should  put  him  off.  He  did  not  have  to  wait  very  long  for  that 
performance  to  take  place,  and  then,  like  a  philosopher,  he  went  somewhere 
else.  By  some  good  fortune  he  got  somebody  to  help  him  to  a  small  tract 
of  land  in  Otisco  and  there  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1850. 

Although  Mr.  Collins  was  not  especially  distingtiished  for  his  pioneer 
performances  in  Orleans,  his  log  shanty  in  that  town  l)ecanie  the  locale  of 
two  ititeresting  historic  events — the  first  weddiiig  and  the  hrst  death  known  in 
that  town.  The  wedding  was  a  doul)le  niarriag'e  in  which  the  brides  were  Lois 
and  Sallic,  daughters  of  Joseph  Collins,  and  the  bridegrooms  William  G. 
Bradish  and  Hiram  Baxter,  of  Otisco.  Squire  Thomas  Cornell,  of  Ionia,  tied 
the  knots,  and  of  course  there  was  a  generally  happy  time  although  the 
Collins  mansion  was  not  precisely  of  the  kind  -adapted  to  a  very  brilliant  dis- 
play in  the  way  of  marriage  festivities.  The  weddings  took  place  in  the 
summer  of  1839,  and  late  that  year  Joseph  Collins,  Jr.,  a  lad  of  nineteen, 
died  at  his  father's  house  after  a  lingering  illness,  of  consumiitton.  He  was 
buried  at  Otisco. 

Early  in  1838  Erastus  Higbee  came  to  Michigan  from  New  York  and 

stopped  in  Oakland  county  to  visit  Charles  Broas,  formerly  a  neighbor  of 
Higbee's  in  New  York.  From  Oakland  county  Broas  and  Higbee  came  to 
Ionia  county  in  search  of  land,  and  following  Guy  Webster's  tracks  to 
Orleans  reached  his  place  on  June  26,  1838.  Broas  pushed  on  and  eventually 
located  at  the  place  now  called  Belding  in  Otisco.  Higbee  decided  tp  locate 
in  Orleans  and  pre-empted  four  lots  of  eighty  acres  each  in  section  36,  where 
his  son  John  iater  lived. 

The  next  arrival  in  that  neighliorhood  was  the  Rev.  Archibald  Sangster, 
an  alleged  Baptist  clerygman.  He  had  but  recently  come  to  .America  from 
England,  preached  a  year  at  Ionia  and  in  1839,  finding  that  his  preaching 
did  not  pay  as  a  financial  venture,  made  a  settlement  upon  section  35  in 
Orleans.   After  assuming  the  role  of  pioneer  he  preached  occasionally  here 
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and  there,  bui  as  a  niiiiisier  of  the  gospel  did  not  cut  much  ot  a  iigure.  His 
rehgiuus  belief  was  a  little  bhaky  at  tunes,  and  for  that  reason  possibly  his 
influence  was  not  quite  so  powerful  as  it  might  or  should  have  been.  John 
Higbee  said  he  called  on  him  one  day  and  found  the  parson  apparently  dis- 
turbed in  his  mind;  touching  which  condition,  he  presently  remarked  to 
Higbee  that  if  he  could  by  some  exchange  satisfy  himself  he  would  give  the 
quarter  section  he  owned  for  positive  knowledge  as  to  where  he  would  go 
after  death.  Later,  Mr.  Higbee  happened  at  a  meeting  where  Sangster 
preached,  and  after  service  asked  him  whether  he  had  satisfied  himself  as 
to  the  future.  "Oh,  yes,"  returned  the  preacher,  "I  think  I've  got  it 
reasoned  out  all  right."  As  he  did  not  indicate  whether  he  felt  sure  of  going 
to  heaven  or  to  the  other  place,  his  conclusions  were  simply  matter  of  con- 
jecture. After  he  left  Orleans  he  returned  to  California.  To  him  is  ascribed 
the  honor  of  having  built,  in  1830,  the  first  frame  house  in  Orleans,  the 
lumber  having  been  obtamed  at  the  Dickiu'^on  mill  in  Otisci  L  The  first  frame 
barn  in  the  town  was  built  shortly  afterwards  l)y  Guy  Wel>ster. 

Speaking  about  John  Higbee  it  may  be  remarked  that  in  his  day  he 
w-as  a  famous  liuntcr.  Hundreds  of  deer  liad  fallen  beneath  his  unerrmg 
aim,  and  when  he  couki  tioi  kill  four  a  day  he  concluded  the  day  was  a  bad 
one  for  deer  hunting.  He  was  likewise  a  sharp  one  after  wolves,  for  the 
bounty,  whidi  at  one  time  was  as  high  as  ^ghty  dollars,  was  a  Hg  induce- 
ment. It  was  said  that  while  Higbee  was  in  the  wolf-catching  business  he 
made  money  faster  than  any  man  in  the  town. 

In  1838  Daniel  Hoyt  came  to  Michigan  from  New  York  state,  and  set- 
tling upon  section  21  in  Otisco,  made  a  clearing  and  put  in  a  crop  of  wheat. 
He  made  no  attempt  at  a  settlemQit  there  however,  living  meanwhile  at  the 
house  of  Philo  Bates  near  Ionia.  As  he  journeyed  from  time  to  time  be- 
tween his  Otisco  dearing  and  Ionia  he  passed  by  the  land  on  which  he  later 
lived,  and  despite  the  fact  that  there  seemed  to  be  a.general  desire  on  the  part 
of  evervbodv  coming  out  that  way  to  settle  near  the  Flat  river,  he  made  up 
his  mind  to  buy  some  land  in  the  town  of  Belding.  Tie  selected  eighf\- 
acres  on  section  21.  and  at  the  land  sale  August  1839,  he  bought  the  tract, 
jthat  being  the  first  land  in  Orleans  sold  at  that  sale. 

When  Mr.  Hoyt  Ixnight  his  land  and  annouiiced  his  intention  to  occupy 
it  at  once  those  at  the  land  sale  already  living  in  that  part  of  Orleans  fairly 
shouted  with  joy  at  the  prospect  of  getting  a  new  neighbor.  The  persons  re- 
ferred to  as  already  living  in  that  vicinity  were  Asa  Palmer,  Lorenzo  D. 
Bates  aiid  Joseph  Collins.  Palmer  had  been  working  at  Dickinson's  mill  in 
Otisco  since  1837,  and  in  December,  1838,  moved  to  a  piece  of  land  on 
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section  iy,  in  Orleans  township,  in  1842  Air.  Falnicr  uioved  to  section 
21,  and  there  resided  until  his  death.  In  1851  he  joined  with  his  brother 
Charles  in  the  erection  of  the  first  saw-inill  in  the  town,  on  Long  Lake  credc, 
in  section  5,  and  before  completing  the  enterprise  added  also  as  partners, 
Hiram  Halt  and  Robert  Howe.  Later,  Jude  R.  Spencer  bought  the  property 
and  added  a  grist-null. 

Among  the  settlers  of  1839  was  Chester  Scofield,  who,  coming  from 
Ohio  near  where  Guy  Webster  had  lived,  bought  some  land  of  Webster  in 
Orleans  township,  as  did  also  John  Frost,  who  came  about  the  same  time. 

The  identiQr  of  the  fif^t  person  born  in  Orleans  is  not  easily  defined, 
for  there  appear  to  lie  claims  to  that  distinction  on  behalf  of  three  children, 
of  whom  one  was  AL)l>ey,  daughter  of  Chester  Scofield,  t»m  in  1841  ;  in 
that  year  were  hjorii  George  Palmer,  son  of  Asa  Palmer,  and  Calisla,  daughter 
of  Calvin  Woodard,  who  married  Mary  Smith,  sister  of  Chester  Scotield's 
wife. 

Nathan  Redington  and  Deacon  Pierce  came  from  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
in  1844,  with  a  pair  of  horses  and  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  settled  in  Ionia 
county — ^Redington  on  section  24  in  Orleans  and  Pierce  on  section  30  in 
Ronald.  Before  that  John  Ditmars,  son-in-law  of  Erastus  Higbee,  located 
on  section  25,  where  he  lived  about  twenty  years  and  then  removed  to  Kan- 
sas, where  he  died.  On  section  25  Joseph  Carey  also  located  in  1844,  and 
about  a  year  after  Marvil  Haight  occupied  some  land  in  section  36  that 
belonged  to  his  son-in-law,  Joshua  Hall.  Jesse  Wood  came  from  New  York 
state  a1)OUt  1844,  and  after  living  a  brief  period  with  his  son  William,  in 
Ronald,  settled  on  a  farm  in  Orleans,  on  section  24. 

Adam  Buzzard  moved  from  New  York  to  Washtenaw  county,  Michi- 
gan, in  1837,  and  in  1840  wa?  in  Tonia  for  a  brief  stay.  Tn  1845  he  CRme 
l>ack  t'l  Ionia  county  with  D.  ('.  Hurd  and  the  two  made  land  purchases  on 
section  15  in  Orleans.  Bn?zard  worked  for  Ilurd  a  year  and  then  occupied 
hi^  own  land.  Mr.  Buzzard  had  a  narrow  escape  from  death  in  1850,  as  did 
his  companion  on  that  occasion.  E.  B.  Post,  both  of  them  having  gone  out 
on  Long  lake  on  a  fishing  excursion.  Long  lake  being  at  that  time  a  famous 
place  for  fish.  While  they  were  out  a  storm  of  violent  fury  came  upon 
them,  and  before  they  fairly  knew  what  had  happened  their  canoe  capsized 
and  they  were  thrown  into  the  water.  Although  the  wind  blew  almost  a 
hurricane  and  the  waves  dashed  about  madly,  the  unfortunate  fishermen 
managed  by  heroic  and  desperate  efforts  to  cling  to  the  bottom  of  their 
upturned  craft,  and  half  dead  with  cold  and  exertion  reached  shore  at 
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last  in  safety.  It  was  a  terrible  experience,  however,  and  one  that  neither 
forgot  to  his  dying  day. 

In  1843  Jd<n^  Kidd  located  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Orleans  township  for  his  father,  William  R.,  who  in  the  spring  of  1844 
came  out  with  his  two  sons,  S.  T.  and  Robert  W.,  and  occupied  the  land. 
In  1842  the  Orleans  settlers  included  Edmund  B.  Post,  Alexaticler  Howe 
and  Angus  McPherson.  In  1843  Martin  Eckert  and  his  son  Jeremiah  came 
from  Washtenaw  county  to  section  18;  Joel  C.  Green,  to  sect'on  17;  Richard 
Hill,  to  section  35;  Isaac  Harwood.  to  section  18;  Milo  J.  Cody,  to  the 
Face  farm«  on  section  23;  David  Courter,  to  section  17.  and  Richard  Hale,  to 
section  IQ.  Those  of  184  5  i:iclu(led  Albert  Dorr,  section  8:  Ira  Wheeler, 
i^ection  15;  W'anur  WIuiIlt,  Mrti'^n  8;  of  1845 — Thomas  Xrt'p.  William 
Bradley.  Samuel  Rain  an*l  Clicsier  (  k  ^s;  of  1846 — James  W.  Guuld,  section 
ifi;  James  C.  "Beach,  secrinn  28:  Sempra  H.  King,  section  20;  Lewis  J.  Hol- 
comb,  section  19;  Charles  Chadwick,  section  8,  iiud  Hiram  Hall,  section  17. 
Elder  Robert  Howe,  Frank  Olmstead  and  Erastus  Sherwood  were  likewise 
among  the  comers  of  1846,  the  last  selling  out  in  two  years  to  Joseph  Bald- 
win and  returning  to  Oakland  county.  In  1847  there  were  Lewis  and 
yiyvon  Smith,  on  section  14;  James  Batrd,  on  sections  16  and  ly,  and  Hiel 
Preston,  south  of  Daniel  Hoyt's. 

In  the  northwestern  comer  of  the  town  there  was  a  community  of 
English  or  Canadian  settlers  among  whom  were  the  Bradleys,  Neeps^  Chad- 
wicks  and  Autcliffs.  Near  Long  lake,  where  Hiram  Hall  and  T.  W.  Heald 
built  a  saw-mill  in  i860,  the  early  settlers  were  Theodore  Leach,  J.  W. 
Drake,  the  Morses,  Kings,  Freeman  Decker  and  Oliver  Decker. 

Among  other  early  settlers  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  town  were 
Samuel  Woolridge,  E.  D.  Lambertson,  T.  W.  Heald,  R.  P.  Johnson.  L.  A. 
Benedict.  Gilbert  King,  A.  D.  Johnson,  L.  M.  Berry,  John  and  Patrick  Kelly, 
FcrG:us  Flanagan,  G.  W.  Basom,  A.  W.  Smith  and  Abraham  Alderman. 
The  last  mentioned  settled  in  North  Plains  in  1853. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1847-48,  G.  H.  King;  1849,  S.  R  King;  1850,  L.  D.  Smith;  1851,  Guy 
Webster;  1852,  S.  H.  King;  1853,  J.  Jennings;  1954,  W.  S.  Lazdle;  1855, 
S.  H.  King;  1856,  D.  Hitchcock;  1857-69,  M.  Lazelle,  i860,  G.  H.  King; 
i86mS4,  A.  Dorr;  1865-66,  D.  C.  Spaulding;  1867-71,  J.  Collins;  1872,  F. 
Flanagan;  1873-78,  F.  Pitt;  1879-80,  E.  D.  Lambertson;  1881-83,  Loren  C. 
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Falls,  1884-87-88-S9-90-91-92;  Luther  E.  Hall,  1893-94-95;  Alfred  A.  Pal- 
mer, 1896-97-98-99-00;  Fred  Pitt,  1901  to  the  present  time. 

SHILOH. 

The  village  of  Shiloh.  located  on  section  l.  is  a  station  on  the  Ionia  and 
Stant»)n  branch  railroad,  and,  although  the  youi^gest  of  the  villages  in 
Orleans,  is  one  of  the  smartest  Wiliner  Bishop  was  the  leading  merchant, 
and  with  Charies  Leach  carried  on  a  saw-miU  and  planmg-mill  not  iar  irom 
the  village. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

OTISCO  TOWNSHIP. 

On  March  6,  1S38.  all  that  portion  of  Ionia  county  known  as  townships 
7  and  8  north,  m  raiig^e  8  west,  was  organized  as  a  township,  to  which  was 
gi\en  the  name  <)f  Otisco  (prohably  irom  Otisco,  New  York),  and  the 
first  meeting  was  ordtrcd  to  be  held  at  the  house  oi  Robert  W.  Davis.  On 
February  16,  1842,  to\vn.->iiip  7  wa«;  stt  otf  and  named  Keene. 

The  electors  of  the  township  convened,  according  to  law,  on  the  ^d 
of  iVpril,  1838,  and  organized  by  choosing  John  L.  Morse  as  moderator, 
Nathanile  K.  Horton,  clerk,  and  Robert  W.  Davis,  Ambrose  Spencer  and  Ru- 
fus  B.  Cook,  inspectors.  The  result  of  the  election  was  as  follows:  Supervi- 
sor, John  L.  Morse;  clerk,  R.  W.  Davis;  assessors,  George  W.  Dickinson, 
Amos  H.  Russell  and  Ambrose  Spencer;  highway  conmiissioners,  George 
W.  Diddnson,  Ambrose  Spencer  and  Rufus  R.  Cook;  directors  of  the  poor, 
William  M.  Springer  and  Volney  Belding;  justices  of  the  peace,  Robert  W. 
Davis,  George  W.  Dickinson,  Rufus  R.  Cook  and  Nathaniel  E.  Horton; 
school  inspectors,  Robert  W.  Davis,  George  W.  Dickinson  and  Nathaniel  £. 
Horton ;  constable  and  collector,  Ambrose  Spencer. 

The  justices  of  the  peace,  one  assessor  one  highway  commissioner,  one 
director  of  the  poor  and  one  school  inspector  not  qualifyinj^,  a  special  election 
to  till  the  \-acancics  was  held  on  Mav  T5,  1838.  when  the  following^  men  were 
chosen  :  Highway  coniinissiotier,  George  \V .  Dickinson  ;  assessor,  (leorj^c  VV. 
Dickinson;  justices  of  the  peace,  Nathaniel  E.  Horton,  Rufus  R.  Cook,  Amos 
H.  Russell  and  Vlenzo  Vaughn;  school  mspector,  John  L.  Morse;  director  of 
the  poor,  Paul  i'.  Hewitt. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  township  board,  September  25,  1838,  the 
following  accounts  were  audited:  Thomas  Cornell,  two  days'  service  in  lay- 
ing roads,  four  dollars;  N.  £.  Horton,  fees  to  county  derk,  twelve  and  a 
half  cents.  At  the  same  meeting  three  dollars  were  voted  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  town. 

Township  8  north,  of  rang  8  west,  known  as  Otisco,  lies  in  the  north- 
western comer  of  Ionia  county,  having  Montcalm  county  on  the  north, 
Keene  township  on  the  south,  Orleans  township  on  the  east  and  Kent  county 
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on  the  west.  Otisco  occupies  the  central  point  of  one  of  the  finest  wheat- 
producing  regions  in  the  state  and  is  itself  especially  favored  in  respect  to 
wheat-growing  soil,  which,  upon  the  plains,  is  remarkably  fertile.  The 
"plains  of  Otisco"  passed,  in  the  days  of  Ionia  county  pioneering,  into  a 
proverb,  and  not  only  captivated  the  first  comers  into  the  section,  but  speed- 
ily attracted  a  lai^e  population  by  reason  of  their  reported  richness  as  an 
agricultural  field. 

The  Flat  river,  a  logging  and  mill  -tream  of  some  importence,  enters 
the  fo\>  n  on  section  2.  nnd.  flowni;^  11 1  an  eccentric  course  southward,  passes 
through  no  less  than  tiMriccii  .sections,  covers  a  course  fulh^  ten  miles  in 
length,  ami  emerges  iinally  ai  section  32.  At  Beldiiig  and  Smyrna  the  water 
power  of  the  river  is  utilized  to  valuable  purpose.  I  here  is  likewise  a  water 
power  at  Kiddville  on  Dickinson  creek,  and  still  another  on  Seely  creek,  at 
Smvma. 

Otisco  is  a  prosjjerous  and  growing  township,  with  not  only  valuable 
agricultural  interests,  but  manufacturing  industries  of  considerable  conse- 
quence, especially  at  the  village  of  Belding.  The  latter  place  is  the  largest 
of  the  four  villages  in  the  township,  the  other  three  l)eing  Cook's  C  orner, 
Smyrna  and  Kid<1ville.  Kiddville,  on  the  Detroit,  I^nsing  &  Northern 
railroad,  is  connected  by  a  branch  railway  with  Belding.  two  miles  distant. 
The  other  villages  have  no  railway  facilities. 

Before  the  eye  of  the  hardy  pioneer  had  rested  upon  the  ])lains  of 
Otisco.  the  value  of  a  water  i)0wer  on  Dickinson  creek,  near  its  confluence 
with  the  Flat  river,  engaged  the  attention  of  George  W.  Dickinson,  a  New 
York  man.  who.  in  the  year  1H36,  in  com))anv  with  I'homas  Cornell,  tlien 
of  Ionia,  'aiiit  a  ■.a\N mill  on  the  mill-site  nicmioned.  Dickin.^on  was  the 
working  ami  rcsidcnr  ]tartner  at  the  null,  ami  with  him,  as  mill  hands,  came 
others,  among  them  I'airick  Kelly,  who  in  a  little  while  pre-empted  some 
land  near  the  mill  and  became  a  permanent  settler.  In  later  life  he  resided 
at  his  son^s  place  in  Orleans. 

Among  Dicktns()n*s  mill  hands  in  1836  and  1837  were  .\sa  Palmer. 
William  G.  Bradi.sh.  Hiram  Baxter  and  Thomas  Palmer.  Tn  July.  1837. 
Asa  Palmer  and  Kosa  McDonald  (a  ser\'ant  in  Dickinson's  family)  were 
married  at  Dickinson's  house  by  5>quire  Horton.  then  a  resident  of  Otisco. 
That  was  the  iMoneer  wedding  in  the  township,  although  resident;^  of  the 
to^vnship  fAmlyrose  Spencer  and  Kvelina  Melvin)  were  married  liefore  that 
at  Ionia,  whither  they  had  to  go  for  the  performance  of  the  ceremony,  since 
there  was  nolxxly  in  Otisco  prei)are<l  to  do  this.   Not  long  after  their  mar- 
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riag«  Palmer  and  his  wife  moved  to  Orleans,  where  Palmer  Uv€!d  until  his 
death. 

Pretty  soon  after  Dickinson  and  his  men  made  their  appearance  in 
Otisco  there  came  to  the  southern  portion  of  the  township  Daniel  Horton, 
Nathaniel  Horton  and  Munson  Sedy.  The  Hortons  located  on  section  32 
and,  after  tarrying  about  ten  years,  moved  to  Iowa,  where  they  died.  Sedy 
pitched  his  tent  upon  section  21,  near  where  Smyrna  now  is.  He  grew  tired 
of  staying  there,  however,  and  in  a  few  years  passed  on  to  Muskegon  county. 

The  little  hamlet  known  as  Cook's  Corners  was  the  center  of  the  lirst 
important  settlement  in  Otisco  and  it  soon  became  a  place  of  consideraWe 
IcK:al  re]iiUe,  chietiy  bcc;aise  of  it-  fnmons  tavern.  The  country  thereabouts 
was  a  han<l>i.inie  burr-oak  jilam  aiu!  when,  m  the  fall  of  1837,  Amos  Kns- 
5ell,  John  T,.  Murse  and  .Vbel  Adqate,  of  (  >akl;inil  county,  jonrneyefl  out  to 
Otisco  to  look  at  the  country,  they  were  captivated  at  once,  and  Alot  st'  and 
Russell  straightway  made  land  pre-emptions.  Adgate  fancied  the  land  as 
much  as  did  his  companions,  but  his  taste  of  trouble  experienced  in  the 
tough  time  had  in  getting  from  Ionia  to  Otisco  dulled  the  edge  of  his  ambi- 
tion and  so  he  concluded  he  did  not  want  any  land. 

In  Novemlier,  1837,  Russdl  and  Moore,  accompanied  by  R.  R.  Cook, 
started  once  more  from  Oakland,  intending  to  make  some  improvement  on 
thdr  Otisco  lands  (Cook  having  also  made  a  pre-emption),  but  the  inde- 
menl  season  setting  in  earlier  than  they  expected,  they  were  forced  to  aban- 
don their  undertaking  return  to  Oakland  for  the  winter,  after  having 
completed  one  shanty  and  partly  fim'.shed  another.  Upon  their  return  jour- 
ney to  Ionia  they  undertook  to  effect  a  shorter  cut  than  the  .way  by  which 
they  had  come  (  via  the  mouth  of  the  Flat  river)  and.  as  a  conserinence,  they 
were  swamped  m  the  river,  lost  in  the  wilderness  and  mired  in  sw-amps; 
but  they  stuck  to  it  like  heroes,  and  got  through  alive,  although  the  business 
was  (Hscouraging  and  tough  enough  to  make  them  teei  more  than  once  Uke 
giving  up. 

At  the  time  of  the  appearance  of  Rus.sell.  Morse  and  Cook,  there  were 
already  before  them  (besides  the  mill  people  at  Dickinson's)  Nathaniel  and 
Daniel  Horton,  on  section  32 ;  Ambrose  Spencer  and  Munson  Seely,  in  saxnt 
locality;  Volney  Belding  and  R.  W.  Davis,  keeping  bachelor's  hall  in  a 
shanty. 

In  February,  1838,  Amos  Russell,  Rufus  R.  Cook  and  J.  L.  Morse 
gathered  their  families  and  effects  for  another  start  towards  Ionia  county. 
With  them  also  started  William  Russdl,  Calvin  Gage  and  Charles  P.  Morse, 
(12) 
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three  young  men  who  went  on  as  hired  men.  The  party  navigated  the 
Looking  Glass  and  Grand  rivers  in  flat  boats  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the 
I^t  river  and  thence  traveled  by  Indian  trail. 

The  first  births  in  Otisco  occurred  in  the  Cook's  Comers  settlement^ 
the  first  being  EUza,  daughter  of  Amos  Russell,  and  the  second,  A.  B.  Morse. 
The  first  death  was  that  of  Clarisiia  Fisk,  in  June,  1841.  The  first  cemetery- 
was  surveyed  hy  Thomas  Cornell  011  section  21,  December  0,  1842. 

The  settlers  were  afraid  of  losini;-  the  land,  which  was  only  pre-empted, 
for  the  Otisco  hauls  wvic  nut  \>ui  un  the  market  until  that  date.  Ihe  set- 
tlers joined  lor  protection  and  projKjsfd  to  visit  punishment  upon  the  head 
of  any  who  should  attempt  to  huv  the  land  over  the  heads  ot  the  settlers. 
One  rash  individual  made  a  counter-bid  and  was  given  fifteen  minutes  to 
leave  the  country. 

Among  the  early  comers  to  the  neighborhood  of  Cook's  Comers,  in 
1839,  were  Joseph  Fisk,  John  Shaw,  Tiberias  Belding,  Nathaniel  Fisk  and 
Loren  Benedict,  who  built  on  section  q  the  first  frame  house  in  Otisco.  '  In 
1840  R.  R.  Cook  built  the  first  frame  barn.  In  1840  came  Samuel  Demor> 
est  and,  in  1841,  Silas  Kimberly,  Frederick  Kimberly  and  Horace  Liscombe. 
In  the  fall  of  1841  I  S  Jenks,  Elder  Slade  and  William  Alexander,  of 
Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  came  west  in  search  of  land,  which  they 
expected  to  find  in  the  Flat  River  countf7.  Jenks  and  his  companions  went 
out  from  Tonia  to  Otisco  afoot  and  had  a  wretched  experience  with  mos- 
quitoes. Siadc  and  Alexatider  concluded  that  in  ?nch  a  country  they  did 
not  want  to  live.  Accordinqls-,  in  the  sprino-  ot  1842.  Jenks.  Ellis,  Gibbs 
and  Stokes,  with  their  families  and  effects,  set  out  for  Michig-an,  accompan- 
ied also  hy  John  (hbhs  Vht  company  proceeded  via  lake  to  Detroit,  and  to 
Otisco,  and  .stayed  at  .section  9. 

Richard  l.llis  settled  on  section  3,  Charles  Gibks  located  in  Boston 
township,  and  Stokes  settled  on  section  10.  in  Otisco,  whence  he  subsequently 
moved  to  Montcalm  cotinty.  When  Jenks  made  his  home  upon  section  6, 
his  nearest  neighbor  was  Sheldon  Ashley,  in  Kent  county,  abottt  a  mile  to 
the  westward.  Presently  he  had  a  nearer  neighbor  named  £.  B.  Tuttle, 
who  moved  to  section  6,  upon  the  Enoch  Brown  place,  Tuttle  selling  the 
farm  to  Brown  in  1850. 

Elder  Wilson  Mo  slier,  a  famous  pioneer  preacher,  was  an  early  comer 
to  the  neijfhfwrhood.  Early  settlers  near  Cook's,  not  before  mentioned,  were 
J.  M.  Brown.  Mr.  Boynton.  C.  F.  Morse,  G€Oi>fC  Cooley  and  N.  R.  Wcter. 
Weter  bought  his  farm  of  ATr.  ]"*enney,  who  made  the  first  improvement  on 
it   I^ter  came  Hiram  Hovey  and  William  Slawson. 
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To  return  ro  ( 'o(tk,  oi'  Cook'?  i,  orner?.  histon'  rccitrs  that  in  the  tali  of 
[846,  upon  the  niK-niiiL;;  of  the  Grand  Rapids  and  L)ons  road  via  Cook  s, 
Mr.  Cook  built  a  tavern,  which  be(  anie  in  dtie  time  a  place  ot  popular  resort. 
1  here  was  a  good  deal  of  travel  over  the  road  and  the  tavem  did  a  Nourish- 
ing business.  When  the  stage-line  between  Ionia  and  Greenville  was  started, 
Cook's  was  made  a  stage-house. 

Tn  T839  the  Otisco  postoifice,  which  was  established  at  Dickinson  in 
1838.  with  George  W.  Dickinson  as  postmaster,  was  transferred  to  Cook's 
Corners,  and  g-iven  in  diarge  of  Rufus  R.  Cook,  Dickinson  not  fancying  the 
trouble  of  carrying  mail  to  and  from  Ionia. 

In  1850  Mr.  Cook  opened  a  store  at  the  "Comers"  and  after  awhile 
took  in  as  a  piirtner  J.  L.  Morse,  with  whom  he  carried  it  on  many  years. 
On  May  i,  1856,  Mr.  Cook  platted  the  villasfe  of  Cook's  Comers  and 
recorded  it  n*?  occupying  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of 
<;ertion  t6  Janus  S.  Patterson  and  Joseph  Weeks  were  the  earliest  black- 
smiths at  the  "Corners." 

SUPKRVISOKS. 

1839,  Asa  Spencer;  1840,  John  L.  Morse;  1841,  C.  Broas;  1842,  J.  L. 
Morse;  1843-44,  A.  Moe;  1845,  L.  Patterson;  1846-47,  J.  Boynton;  1848, 
A.  Williams;  1849,  A.  Moe;  1850,  E.  F.  Root;  1851-53,  R.  R.  Cook;  1854- 

55.  A.  W.  Wales;  1856,  R.  Ellis;  1857-58.  R.  R.  Cook;  1859.  B.  Fish; 
'18C0-61,  \V.  Russell;  1862-63,  I.  Brink;  1864-65,  R.  R.  Cook;  1866,  J, 
A  very :  1867-69,  C.  D.  Ellis;  1870-71,  A.  C.  Davis;  1872,  R.  R  Cook; 

1873  76.  J  A.  Sage;  1^^77-80.  J.  S.  Gage;  1881-84.  Charles  Brown;  1885-87- 
88.  Frank  T,  Moon:  1 8S(^9(  i-0T-02-93-94-95-9t>-y7-98.  George  Hoppnug^h ; 
1899-1900,  Leopokl  Krupp;  1902-02,  Charles  Brink;  1903  to  the  present 
time. 

KlDnVILLE. 

The  beginning  made  on  Dickinson  creek  in  1836  by  Geoi^e  W.  Dickin- 
son, with  a  saw^mill,  resulted  soon  in  the  development  of  a  setdement  known 
as  Dickinson.  A  postofiice  was  established  there  in  1838  and  named  Otisco. 
Dickinson  was  appointed  postmaster,  hut  he  tired  of  the  oShce  within  a  year 
and  then  transfer  was  made  to  Cook's  Comers.  Dickinson  carried  on  the 
mil]  until  1845.  -when  he  sold  ont  to  J.  "SI.  Kidd,  of  Ionia,  who  surveyed  the 
place  as  a  village  and  named  it  Kid.dvillc  and.  putting  .1  few  goods  into  the 
mill  building  hired  a  clerk  to  sell  them  for  h'un.  in  1846  he  started  both 
mill  and  store.    He  first  built  a  shanty  store,  but  in  1850  erected  a  more- 
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substantial  structure.  He  caused  the  creation  uf  a  po^toffice,  of  wliieh  he 
was  appointed  postmaster.  His  mill  business  was  considerable.  During 
1856  and  1857  he  employed  from  sixty  to  seventy  men,  cut  during  his  mill 
ownership  there  upwards  of  thirty-tive  million  feet  of  lumber,  and  owned 
at  one  time  in  that  vicinity  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  He 
carried  on  store  and  mill  until  i862»  when  the  latter  was  burned.  The  same 
year  he  rebuilt  it  and  in  1863  sold  out  to  Elam  Murray  and  Samuel  H. 
Baird. 

Joseg^  Collins  came  over  about  that  time  from  Orleans  and  settled  near 
the  west  township  line.  Near  Kiddville,  Lewis  Ellis,  Abner  Wright,  Allen 
Thompson,  James  Tallman,  John  Riker  and  John  Murray  were  early  com- 
ers*   Thomas  Stocking  was  an  energ^etic  pioneer. 

In  the  southern  portion  of  the  township  the  early  settlers  included 
Ambrose  .Spencer,  Asa  Spencer,  Munson  Seely,  the  Hortons,  Alvin  Moe, 
Ezra  Spencff.  G.  C.  Spencer.  William  (lardncr  (who  purchased  of  William 
Kitts),  James  and  Judsou  Buttolph,  Alvin  Davis,  E.  R.  Berry,  W.  R. 
Douglass,  E.  G.  Peterson,  J,  Moon  and  C.  S.  Cowles.  East  o)  the  river, 
Edward  Ingalls  settled  on  section  27  in  1844,  and  in  the  same  year  Amos 
M.  Benton,  who  married  Willett's  dat^hter.  came  from  Washtenaw  county. 
Freeman  Kilbom  came  to  section  26  in  1846^  and  Peter  Cooper  in  1848; 
the  tatter's  widow  taught  the  first  school  in  the  Brink  district.  James  Dust 
made  a  permanent  location  there  on  May  15,  1S47,  having  bought  his  land 
in  1844,  in  which  latter  year  Augustus  Nordiway  and  Gilbert  Caswell  were 
in  that  vicinity  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Daniel  Philbrick  came  a  few  years 
later,  as  did  W.  W.  Johnson,  a  Methodist  Episcopal  preacher  from  Adrian, 
who,  after  farming  a  year,  took  to  circuit>riding  again.  When  Dust  came 
on,  there  was*  no  road  in  his  neighborhood,  except  one  from  the  eastern 
township  h'ne  to  the  Brink  school  house,  which  he  and  others  at  once  pushed 
on  to  the  river. 

GERMAN  SETTLEMENT. 

Along  the  south  tier  of  sections  in  Otisco  there  was  somewhat  of  a 
German  settlement,  of  which  the  members  were  a  thriving  and  prosperous 
people.  They  had  a  diurch  (their  i^ligious  faith  being  Roman  Catholic), 
a  school,  a  store,  etc.,  and  composed,  in  short,  a  little  community  to  them- 
selves. 

The  pioneer  or  founder  of  the  settlement  was  John  Albert,  of  Baden, 
Germany,  who,  in  the  fall  of  184 1,  passing  through  that  region  on  a  dock- 
peddling  tour,  was  struck  with  the  notion  that  he  might  do  worse  than 
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locate  there  as  a  settler.  He  purchased  .the  whole  of  section  33  and  began 
work  at  once,  assisted  by  Peter  Kemp  and  Henry  Kroop,  both  of  whom 
soon  became  settlers  themselves  in  that  locality. 

The  German  settlement  did  not  expand  very  rapidly  after  Albert's  arri- 
val, and  for  the  first  six  years  was  confined  to  the  three  settlers  named.  In 
1847  '*Big"  Henry  Kroop  settled  on  section  33  and  in  1849  came  Charles 
Kroop.  After  that  Germans  came  to  the  settlement  rapidly,  and  in  a  little 
while  made  it  a  populous  and  active  neighborhood.  Amon^  the  earlier  com- 
ers may  he  named  Xicholas  Valentine  and  Michael  jacobcc,  Peter  Shindorf, 
John  Loiicks,  Charles  Schlitz,  Joseph  Warner,  Michael  Hansen  and  Nicho- 
las Manny. 

Soon  after  the  advent  of  tlie  (iernians  chort?  were  made  to  introduce 
public  rtligious  worship,  and  priests  wore  had  from  Westphalia  and  Grand 
Rapids,  In  1850  a  house  of  worship  was  built,  and  in  tliat  year  Rev.  Father 
Bolte  was  engaged  as  pastor.  His  term  of  service  was  continuous  from 
1850  to  1862.  In  1872  the  old  church  building  was  replaced  by  the  present 
edifice,  a  handsome  structure  measuring  forty  by  fifty-six  feet.  ^ 

SMYRKA.  ; 

The  village  commonly  known  as  Smyrna,  but  properly  considered  as 
Mount  N'ernon,  was.  in  1843,  ^  wilderness.  Its  fir^^t  settler  was  Calvin 
Smith,  wlio.  dm'mg  the  year  1853.  came  to  those  parts  and.  taking  possession 
of  his  land-purchase,  ))ul  u])  a  lo^  cabin  and  .-^et  about  pioneering-.  Pretty 
soon  after  that  (i.  1).  Dickinson,  tiien  eng:aged  in  the  saw-niill  business  at 
Riddville,  determined  to  put  a  grisl-null  ai  the  mouth  of  Seely  creek,  where 
it  emptied  into  the  Flat  river,  he  having  previously  bot^t  considerable  land 
in  that  neighborhood.  Dickinson's  proposed  enterprise  came  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  N.  G.  Chase,  who  was  just  then  looking  for  a  location,  and  it  struck 
him  forcibly  that  the  result  of  the  utilization  of  the  water-power  would  be  a 
village;  whereupon. he  bought  a  bit  of  land  just  west  of  the  village  and  built 
a  small  frame  structure,  for  whidt  he  obtained  the  lumber  at  Dickinson's 
Kiddville  mill,  in  which  he  proposed  to  not  only  set  up  a  store,  but  to  make  a 
home  for  the  family. 

Mr.  Chase  opened  his  store,  the  pioneer  trading  mart  of  Otisco,  in 
October,  1S44,  at  which  time  the  village  of  Smyrna  contained  the  houses  of 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Chase,  although  there  were  many  settlers  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Mr.  Chase  bore  in  mind  that  among-  these  early  comers  was  West- 
brook  Divine,  of  Montcalm  county,  who,  directly  after  his  marriage,  in 
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January,  1845,  went  over  to  Chase's  to  purchase  an  outfit  for  housekeeping. 
He  bought  supplies  oi  tea,  sugar,  spices,  etc.,  but  that  his  purchases  were 
not  very  heavy  may  be  understood  from  the  fact  that  he  was  able  to  carry 
»jl  of  them  in  his  pocket  handkerchief.  Doubtless  he  bought  all  that  he 
could  afiford  at  that  time — a  time  when  superfluous  wealth  never  inqteded 
the  pioneer's  progress. 

Although  Dickinson  entered  upon  his  Smyrna  mili-buildincf  operations 
with  a  show  of  much  vigor,  he  soon  hipscd  into  shiggisiiiiess  of  purpose  and 
dehiyed  its  completion  until  1849.  That  year,  in  company  w  ith  Avery  (ioing, 
a  |)raclicai  miller,  he  set  the  concern  m  nioiion.  The  mill,  which  wn?  fitted 
witii  one  run  ot  stone,  was  earned  011  with  mure  or  les»  success  uniil  the 
year  1854,  when  a  violent  flood  destroyed  the  dam  and  swept  the  mill  clear 
off  its  foundations  into  the  river.  As  it  happened,  however,  the  mill  build- 
ing was  not  occupied  at  the  time,  for  just  before  that,  William  and  Joseph 
Woods,  its  owners,  had  completed  a  second  mill  close  by,  and  had  trans- 
ferred to  the  latter  tlie  old  mill  machinery.  The  old  mill  was  subsequently 
destroyed  by  fire  and  in  its  place  arose,  in  1864,  a  mill,  furnished  with  two 
runs  of  stone,  built  by  Dorr  &  Osgood.  About  1855  Duane  and  John 
I^oslyn  tiirew  a  dam  across  the  Fiat  river  at  Smyrna,  and  erected  a  saw- 
mill at  the  plaie,  known  as  Stern*<:  mill. 

In  1848  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  place,  were  heljKd  forward  upon 
the  arrival  of  Marvin  Babcock,  of  Albion,  who  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
grist-mill  and  put  up  a  store  buildinc^.  He  made  a  big  sliow  and  undertook 
to  show  how  magnihcicntiy  he  could  do  business,  but  his  high-flying  ways 
got  him  into  rinancial  ditiiculty  and  in  a  brief  time  he  collapsed. 

About  1850  George  W.  Witt,  a  very  worthy  man,  opened  the  first  black- 
smith shop  and  Alonzo  Vaughn  set  up  in  business  as  a  shoemaker.  About 
the  same  time  Noah  Rich  built  a  taveni  and  two  young  men,  Ecker  and 
Ford,  came  on  with  a  set  of  tinners'  tools  and  opened  a  small  tinshop.  They 
were  ambitious  youths  and  worked  with  a  will.  By  and  by  they  added  a  few 
dry  goods,  etc.,  to  their  tinshop  business  and  succeeded  so  well  that  they 
abandoned  the  tin  bu.siness  and  branched  out  as  country  merchants.  Ford 
concluded  to  embrace  the  medical  i)rofession,  but  Ecker  stuck  to  his  store 
and,  becoming  rich  in  course  of  time,  niovefl  to  Greenville. 

Dr.  Wilbur  Fisher,  the  piorifcr  physician  in  .^niyma.  made  his  api>ear- 
ance  in  1848,  and  directly  upon  his  coming  iK'stirred  him.scif  in  the  matter 
of  providing  a  ]>ostorfice  for  the  village.  According  to  postal  regulation.s, 
the  village  was  too  near  Cook's  Corners,  where  there  was  a  postoffice.  to 
admit  of  there  being  one  here  also,  but  Ftsher  provided  in  the  petition  for 
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the  location  of  the  office  on  section  32,  just  beyond  the  legally  established 
limits.  The  name  of  Smyrna  was  bestowed  i^n  the  office  at  the  suggestion 
of  Doctor  Fisher,  who  was  doubtless  desirous  of  securing  a  name  not  likely 
to  be  similar  to  that  of  any  other  postoffice  within  his  knowledge,  although 
as  to  the  true  reason  for  his  selection,  no  one  knows.  Fisher  was  appointed 
postmaster,  and  before  long  he  sent  in  a  petition  to  permit  the  mail  to  be 
Oldened  at  the  village  as  a  measure  simpl)  of  convenience,  and,  the  privilege 
being  granted,  the  village  became  ever  after  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the 
postoffice.  The  incumbents  of  the  i>ostoffice,  after  Doctor  Fisher,  were  N. 
G.  Chase,  Ezra  Spencer,  J.  B.  Purdy,  Charles  Randall,  A.  J.  Esker  and 
George  Hoppoti<:;h. 

On  September  14,  T853,  G.  W.  Dirkin<oii  recortlcd  tlic  plat  of  the  vil- 
lajje  of  Mount  Vernon,  but  iusi  why  be  clmse  the  nnme  caniiDi  now  l>e  said; 
tnaybe,  liowever,  because  lie  wisiud  to  pav  a  tri1)i'tc  to  the  intmory  ut  the 
"Father  oi  Country."  The  record  oi  tbe  piai  runs  that  the  village  of 
Mount  Vernon  lies  on  the  west  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  21 
and  upon  fractional  lot  number  5  of  section  28.  Tt  is  further  set  forth  that 
the  survey  commenced  at  a  stake  two  rods  north  of  a  point  two  rods  east 
of  the  quarter  section  post-comer  between  sections  21  and  28,  and  running 
east  fifty-nine  rods  to  the  east  line  of  the  school  lot.  The  width  of  the  sur- 
vey between  the  north  and  south  was  set  down  as  thirty-three  rods  three 
feet  and  six  inches.  Additions  to  the  village  plat  were  made  by  N.  G.  Chase 
and  Calvin  Smith. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


PORTLAND  TOWNSHIP. 

Township  6  north,  range  5  west,  in  the  government  survey,  is  now 

known  as  Portland  townsliip,  having,  as  boundaries,  Lyon?  township  on  the 
north.  Danhv  on  the  somh,  i  h'liton  county  on  the  east,  and  Orauf^c  town- 
ship on  tiu'  wi'si.  lH'<uk'S  btniii  .1  rich  agricuiiural  region,  I'ortlatid  dciives 
from  the  Lonking  ( ilass  and  draiid  rivers,  at  Portland  village,  valuable 
manufacLurmg  power,  and  in  tiiese  substantial  and  enduring  elements  of 
prosperity  the  township  is  rightly  to  be  considered  as  fortunate  beyond  many 
of  its  neighbors.  The  Grand>  river  flows  from  south  to  north  in  a  sinuous 
course,  entering  the  town  at  section  33,  and  leaving  it  at  the  line  between 
sections  4  and  5.  On  section  33,  or  more  on  the  line  between  sections  2S 
and  33,  it  receives  the  waters  of  the  Looking  Glass,  which  comes  from  sec- 
tion 36  in  a  northwesterly  course. 

Toward  the  construction  of  the  Detroit,  Lansing  &  Northern  railway, 
which  traverses  the  township  and  has  stations  at  Portland  and  Collins  vil- 
lages. T*ortland  township  contributed  in  a-  '^tib^tantial  way.  On  October  6. 
1866,  the  townshi])  voted  by  two  hundred  am!  iiflv-four  to  twenty-lour,  to 
gratit  aid  to  the  enterprise  to  the  extent  of  fourteen  th()u^an(l  ^even  hundred 
dollars,  and  it  is  said  that  almost  as  nnieh  more  was  received  by  way  of 
inilividual  .suifscriptions.  On  Novenil>er  jo,  i86g,  the  township  voted,  by 
two  hundred  ami  seventy-four  to  fourteen,  to  extend  fifteen  thousand  five 
himdred  dollars  as  an  aid  to  the  construction  of  the  Jonesville,  Marshall  8t 
Grand  River  railway,  but  the  road  was  not  finished  and  that  aid  was  not 
made  use  of. 

The  soil  of  Portlan<l  township  is  esiiecially  adapted  to  the  cultivation 
of  wheat,  of  which  it  returns  large  amounts.  On  the  openings  it  is  a  grav- 
elly loam,  and  on  the  timljer-lan<ls,  heavier  Iwjt  still  highly  pro<luctive, 

TOWNS  J  IIP  OKGANIZATION. 

The  legislative  act  organizing  Portland  as  a  township  was  approved 
Afarch  6.  1838.  and  rea<t  as  follow :  "Be  is  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  that  all  that  portion  of  the 
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county  of  Ionia  designated  in  the  United  States  survey  as  townships  5  and  6 
north,  in  range  5  west»  and  also  the  east  halves  of  townships  5  and  6  north* 
io  range  6  west,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  and  organized  into  a  sep- 
arate to\vni;hip  by  the  name  of  Portland;  and  the  first  township  meeting 
therein  shall  l)e  held  at  the  house  of  Joshua  Boyer,  in  said  township."  The 
town  is  supposed  to  have  been  named  by  the  Newmans,  hut  why  Portland, 
nobody  knows. 

The  first  meeting  was  ht  l-I  acconling  to  order  at  the  house  of  Joshua 
Trover,  011  Monday.  April  2.  1838.    Asher  Kilburn  was  chosen  moderator. 

Joshita  Boyer  and  William  D  Moore  were  pre^^ent  as  presiding  officers,  and 
W'illii'.m  R.  rimrrhill  and  \'nx-rnn  .VeA\'man  were  appointed  clerks  of  the 
mcetinq;.  As  the  result  01  tht-  flection,  the  folliiwino-  were  chosen  to  the 
respective  ultice^:  Ira  Wclisier,  snperdsor:  .Sanmel  Northam  and  Alnu-ron 
Newman,  justices  rW"  the  iieace;  Almeron  Newman,  clerk;  i-Jiiah  Iv  Sliuft', 
Ahneroii  Newmaii  and  Charles  Gott,  a,sse.ssors;  Wilhaiu  D.  Alouic,  C  han- 
cellor Barringer  and  James  Newman,  highway  commissioners ;  Samuel  Free- 
man, collector;  A.  S.  Wadsworth,  William  R.  Churchill  and  Phineas  Coe, 
inspectors  of  schools;  Samuel  Freeman,  William  H.  Turner  and  John  Milne, 
Jr..  constables;  John  Milne,  Sr.,  and  Samuel  Northam,  overseers  of  the 
|X)or. 

Outside  the  limits  of  the  village  of  Portland  the  first  land  entry  and  first 
permanent  settlement  by  white  man  was  made  in  December,  1833,  by  Joshua 
Milne,  an  Englishman,  who  had  come  to  America  only  a  short  time  before. 
Although  Mr.  Afilne  was  the  second  settler  in  the  town,  Philo  Bogue  having 
been  the  first;  he  was  the  first  to  build  a  house.  Mr.  Milne  made  his  first 
home  on  section  20  and  remained  a  resident  thereon  until  his  death. 

Thomas  Shepard.  a  hachelor,  bought  some  land  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Grand  ^i^  cr  ;ind  came  to  the  town  when  Milne  did,  but  he  did  not  stop 
long  enough  tr*  take  a  place  as  a  settler. 

Ezra  I.  i'ernn  and  Tohn  Friend  j'lined  the  --ettlemcnt  in  July.  1^34. 
Friend  went  over  to  a  place  on  Friend  bronk,  jnst  northwest  of  Portland 
village  and  began  to  get  out  the  timbers  tOr  a  saw-niill.  He  Hved  in  a  tent 
and  pretty  soon  spent  the  most  of  his  time  in  imagining  he  was  either  being 
attadced  by  a  combination  of  robbers,  bears  and  wolves,  or  lijat  he  was  about 
to  be  thus  descended  upon  and  utterly  annihilated.  This  fear  developed 
into  a  mania  and,  finding  that  he  could  neither  shake  it  off  nor  attend  to 
the  business  upon  which  he  had  entered,  he  abandoned  his  undertakings  and 
left  the  country. 
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Settlements  were  made  in  the  i^riend  neighborhood  in  1836  by  Lam- 
bert B.  Barnutn,  his  brother,  T.  G.  Bamum,  J.  J.  Miner  and  Daniel  Brown. 
Of  some  of  these,  further  mention  will  be  made  i>resently.  This  was  also 
the  year  in  which  William  Dinsmore,  a  New  Yorker,  came  to  Portland  and 
bought  a  tract  of  land  of  seventy-six  acres  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Looking 
Glass,  in  section  34.  Dinsmore  was  by  trade  a  shoemaker  and  shortly  after 
he  came  to  the  town  he  set  up  a  little  shop  in  Portland  village,  under  the  hill 
in  front  of  the  site  of  A.  K.  Morehouse's  office.  Later  he  carried  on  the 
Newman  erist-mill. 

John  Knox  and  his  two  sons,  Harvey  and  Alanson,  were  likewise  among 
tlie  settlers  of  1836  near  Portland  village  and  near  there,  also,  Abraham 
Hunt  located. 

The  year  i8j6  was  a  hard  season  for  the  settlers,  for  it  was  the  period 
wheti  the  first  real  start  was  luaUc  ni  Portland  township.  It  was  then  that 
the  pioiicci's  path  was  iiirist  grievously  beset  with  difficulties  and  liardsliijrs 
quite  buffclerU  to  appal  the  stoutest  hearts,  but,  as  it  turned  out,  nut  severe 
enough  to  lurn  from  their  purpases  the  sturdy  spirits  who  had  come  to  clear 
the  land  and  establish  permanent  homes.  For  the  first  3rear  of  two  a  lack 
of  supi^ies  and  the  difficulty  attendant  upon  obtaining  them  were  among  the 
sorest  troubles.  By  wagon  from  Detroit,  or  by  water  from  Grand  Haven, 
were  the  only  methods  of  transportation  for  goods  and  provisions  from  the 
East,  and  each  route  was  not  only  tedious  and  uncertain,  but  expensive. 

Salt  was  one  of  the  luxuries  and  it  was  inordinately  prized,  for  to  get  it 
the  pioneer  bad  to  go  even  to  Detroit  Of  Mrs.  Knox  it  h  said  that  the 
teacupful  of  salt  she  had  in  her  hotise  was  at  one  time  the  only  salt  in  the 
neighborhood  and  the  demands  for  trifling  loans  therefrom  by  her  near-at- 
hand  frienfls  were  so  nianA'  that  she  flivided  it  into  thimhlefnl  doses. 

The  northern  portion  of  Portland  townsliii).  alont^  the  south  h'ne  of 
T.yons.  was  first  occupied  in  the  spring  of  1837.  when  Ro}>ert  foan,  with  his 
sons.  Rribert,  Jr.,  William  and  Thomas,  made  clearings  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  locality  later  known  as  Maple  postotlice.  Tn  t8,?7  the  Toans  received 
new  neighbors  on  the  south  si<le  of  the  line  in  the  lainily  of  Ira  VVer>ster, 
who  hailed  from  Monroe  county,  New  York.  He  had  bought  twelve  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  on  sections  10.  11  and  15  «and  came  with  the  intention 
of  engaging  in  agricultural  enterpri-ses  upon  a  liberal  scale.  With  him  were 
Patrick  Lawless  and  William  Hamilton,  two  farm  hands,  who  themselves 
became  settlers  and  landoAvners,  Lawless  locating  in  Portland  township  and 
Hamilton  in  Otisco.  Ira  Webster  had  to  carve  his  way  through  the  woods 
over  the  last  eight  miles  of  his  journey  and  ended  his  travels  at  the  house 
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of  Robert  Toan.  His  family  lived  a  little  while  at  Henry  Bartow's  in 
Lyons,  while  a  cabin  was  being  put  up  on  the  Webster  place.  Ira  Webster 
soon  died.  Henry  March  was  a  settler  late  in  1836  or  early  in  1837,  locat- 
ing in  section  2.  Nellis  Van  Alstyne,  who  came  with  March,  made  a  settle- 
ment soon  afterwanl  Henry  March's  child  was  the  first  to  be  buried  in  the 
cemetery.  George  Marcy  was  one  of  the  early  comers  to  that  region,  stop- 
ping on  section  1,  where  D  I    ''^ur^^i.■-%  settled  in  1841. 

Fn  the  Webster  neighborhooti  there  was  no  district  school  until  about 
1847,  the  children  going  to  school  on  section  35  in  Lyons.  J.  M.  Webster 
bni'.t  the  school  house,  which  was  a  log  ai¥air  and  in  it  a  Miss  Terrill  was 
the  tirsi  leachcr. 

A  good  share  of  the  provisions  was  sent  around  by  water  to  DeWitt 
and  from  there  poletl  down  the  Looking  Glass  l^eference  to  DeWitt  mg- 
gests  thai  when  the  Websters  started  from  that  place  they  struck  a  luiry, 
swampy  country  and  had  as  much  as  they  could  tlo  to  get  from  DeWitt  to 
Welch's  tavern. 

Maple  postoflice  was  established  in  Lyons  township  about  1837.  when 
Zina  Lloyd  was  appointed  postmaster.  When  Lloyd  removed  his  residence 
to  Pordand  he  carried  the  office  with  him.  The  successive  postmasters  after 
Lloyd  have  been  Hopkins  Roe,  Fayette  Shook,  Robert  Toan,  Mr.  Wooster 
and  B.  M.  Goodwin. 

On  section  12  and  13  moderately  early  settlements  were  made  by  Ger- 
mans from  Clinton  county.  West  of  there  the  carh  settlers  included  Gard- 
ner Maynard,  Josiah  Dilley,  John  Adams.  H.  E.  Safford.  James  White,  a 
chairmaker,  O.  F.  Hamlin  and,  in  1849,  in  the  Maple  neighborhood.  S.  K. 
Welcli.  Farly  comers  also  to  the  vicinity  were  the  Gilletts,  Lloyds,  Can- 
helds,  Smith  and  others. 

Upon  secliijiis  8.  17  and  20,  the  Grand  ri\cr  makes  a  great  bend  and 
there  one  Barnaby  made  perhaps  the  fir.st  clearing,,  his  location  being  on  sec- 
tion 20,  east  of  the  river.  Barnaby  had  cleared  bnt  a  few  acres  when  the 
land  passed  into  the  possession  of  Stephen  Filkinton  in  1844.  Mr.  Pilkin- 
ton  bought  land  in  Sebewa  in  1839,  while  still  a  bachelor,  and,  although 
he  lived  on  the  Sebewa  place  more  or  less  and  did  some  work  on  it,  he  did 
not  make  a  permanent  settlement  until  1842,  when  he  married.  In  1644  he 
bought  the  Barnaby  farm.  Rowley  Reid  was  in  that  neighborhood  in  1844 
and  in  1847  William  Martin  moved  to  that  i^ace.  He  did  considerable 
clearing  on  it  but  did  not  bring  his  family  to  it  until  1850. 

Alvah  Hopkins,  who  made  his  first  appearance  in  Portland  township  in 
1S37,  made  a  settlement  in  Lyons  in  1847  and  in  April,  1850,  made  his  home 
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in  section  17.    Upon  his  coming  he  found  his  brother,  W.  B.,  and  his  father, 
Alvah.  living  on  farms  west  of  hini. 

West  of  the  village  of  Portland  a  man  by  the  name  of  Bates  was  remem- 
bered as  an  early  settler  on  section  29  and  northwest  of  there  Benjamin 
Krown.  Stephen  Lindley.  an  earl}'  settler  in  Sebewa,  lived  in  section  30, 
upon  a  place  owned  at  an  early  day  by  Stephen  Bunker  who  was  an  early 
settler  in  both  Lyons  and  Portlmd.  Albert  Thompson,  on  section  31,  was  a 
pioneer  in  Danby  and  in  the  early  days  was  known  far  and  near  as  a  Uni- 
versalist  yireacher  of  inuch  energy.  On  the  Scofield  place,  about  1839, 
Eaekiel  Green  ]ilied  his  axe  and  remained  some  years. 

John  T*.  and  Warren  Miner  were  settlers  in  1836  on  section  18  and  m 
1837  Jttfin  Proharl  located  on  Section  19,  Likely  en(.)nLrh  they  were  the  hrst 
to  make  im])r(  Aements  in  that  locality.  East  of  Portland  village,  Najwilcon 
Bonaparte  Barueb  lived  on  a  place  in  section  26  where  his  father  made  a 
settlement  in  1841.  East  of  Barnes  was  one  Darius  Fox,  whose  son,  Samuel 
J.,  married  Matilda  Gardner  in  1838  and  figured  afterwards  as  one  of  the 
principals  in  an  Indian  story. 

A.  F.  Morehouse  came  to  the  township  in  1843  locating  a  place  on 
section  27.  divided  his  time  between  dearing  his  land  and  working  in  the  * 
village  at  his  trade  as  carpenter.  Like  other  pioneers,  he  saw  some  tough 
times,  in  1816,  when  the  fever  and  ague  raged  through  the  neighborhood. 
The  floctors  were  few  and  were  kept  busy  day  and  night  and  Sundays. 
Doctor  Bt*rs  was  about  the  only  physician  to  t)e  had  and  he  was  driven 
well-nigh  to  distraction  without  even  being  able  to  look  after  all  the  cases 
he  was  called  upon  for.  T  T..  Whitelock  settled  in  section  25  in  1846.  near 
neighbor  to  John  Terril,  Darius  Fox  and  others  already  mentioned. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1838,  Ira  Webster;  1839,  Charles  Gott:  1840-41.  T.  G.  Fr9st;  1842-43, 
O.  C.  Moore;  1844,  L.  B.  Bamum;  1845-49,  William  Dinsmore;  1850,  A, 
Newman;  1851-52,  H.  Bartow;  1853-54.  A.  F.  Morehouse;  1855,  H.  Bar- 
tow; 1856-58.  W.  Dinsmore;  1859-60,  M.  B.  Beers;  1841,  J.  £.  Smith; 
1862-64,  B.  D.  Weld:  1865,  William  Din.smorr:  1866,  H.  Bartow:  1867, 
no  record;  1868-69,  M.  B.  Beers:  1870,  S.  K.  Gates;  1871,  S.  K.  Welch; 
1872.  S.  K.  Gates:  1873-74.  J.  M.  Benedict:  1875-78.  L.  A.  Smith;  1879-85, 
L.  Shotwell;  1886-87,  William  F.  Selleck;  1888-89-94,  George  Dinsmore; 
1895-96,  Jason  D.  Woodbury;  1897-00,  William  Hixson;  1901-02,  Charles 
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C  Rice;  1903,  Oscar  N.  Jenkins;  1904,  Bert  B.  Badgley;  1905-07,  Hozial 
Homer;  1908-13,  Henry  Probert;  I9i4<i6,  Del  Packard. 

EARLY  HISTORY  OP  PORTtAND. 
By  Mra.  N.  B.  Rioa. 

The  first  land  taken  up  from  the  government  in  what  is  now  Portland 
was  secured  by  Elisha  Newman,  in  June,  1833.  It  was  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Looking  Glass  river.  About  that  time  he  was  visiting  some  friends  in  Ann 
Arbor  where  the  subject  of  unlocated  lands  lying  west  of  Ann  Arbor  became 
the  subject  of  conversation.  One  of  the  company  told  of  having  been  with 
the  engineers  when  they  surveyed  Tonia  county  and  of  having  encamped  for 
several  days  at  the  mouth  of  the  Looking  Glass.  He  remembered  one  of  the 
engineers  having  remarked:  "Here  is  a  good  water  power  and  there  will 
be  a  village  here  sometime." 

Elisha  Newman  propo<;ed  that  they  s^et  up  a  company  and  go  out  and 
i>ee  the  p'>iiit.  I'he  <ame  nii;ht.  I'.hsha  NewmaTi.  my  grandtaLher.  Joseph 
Wood,  and  jauics  Newman,  my  father,  apfrccd  upon  a  plan  and  started  with- 
out delay  on  the  enterprise,  with  ])ony,  hlanketb  and  provisions.  I'he  route 
lay  past  \\  hitmore  lake,  througii  an  unbroken  wilderness,  except  ab  cut  up  by 
Indian  trails,  to  the  place  of  their  destination. 

Finding  the  place  met  their  expectations,  the  party  went  to  Portage  lake, 
twelve  miles  north  of  Jackson,  where  they  hired  an  Indian  to  pilot  Elisha 
Newman  to  Jackson.  From  there  he  went  to  White  Pigeon  by  stage,  located 
his  land,  and  returned  to  Ann  Arbor. 

Philo  Bogue  located  here  with  his  family  in  November,  1833.  He  com- 
menced trading  with  the  Indians  on  a  small  scale  and  followed  this  occupa- 
tion until  his  death,  which  was  on  July  25,  1839. 

John  Milne  came  in  December,  1833,  directly  from  England.  Thomas 
Shepherd,  also  an  Englishman,  and  a  bachelor,  located  here  at  the  same  time 
but  did  not  tarry  long.    Ezra  1.  Perrin  came  m  July,  1834. 

A  man  named  Jolin  Friend  located  at  hriend  brook  and  conimeneed 
getting  out  timln'r  for  a  saw-mill.  He  lived  in  a  tent  and  was  so  Itadly 
frightened  by  [lenr?  an<l  wolves  that  he  pulled  ont  for  Lyons  and  eventually 
left  the  comity,  but  the  brook  still  bears  his  name. 

John  Knox,  wife  and  two  sons,  Alanson  and  Harvey,  came  in  1834. 
The  first  settlement  in  the  north  part  of  the  township  was  by  Robert  Toan, 
Sr.,  and  family  in  1S37,  and  Gardner  Maynard  and  family  in  the  same  year. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1836,  the  Newmans  arrived  to  take  possession  of 
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the  lands  purchased  in  1833.  In  the  party  were  Elisha  Newman,  Samuel  B. 
Smith,  Lyman  Bennett.  Almeron  and  James  Newman.  The  latter  two  were 
accompanied  by  their  families,  as  was  also  Mr.  Bennett  Mr.  Bennett  brought 
two  yokes  of  oxen  and  a  wagon  and  James  Newman  brought  a  span  of  horses 
and  a  wagon.  A  few  supplies  had  been  brought  in  at  the  same  time,  but 
most  of  their  household  goods  were  sent  by  way  of  the  lakes  to  Grand 
Haven,  thence  up  the  river  to  Lyons  on  a  pole  boat  called  the  "Napoleon." 

When  the  Xewmans  arrived  they  found  the  coast  clear.  The  Indians, 
a  siiirill  tribe  in  charge  of  Squagen,  their  t  hief,  had  their  home  nt  the  jxjint 
where  the  I  iHiknii;'  Ola'^^  enters  the  (iraml.  I>m  the  trilx'  had  gone  d>)\\n  the 
river  lo  Bonne's  tiat>  and  the  w  igwam  at  the  point  atiorded  a  very  coiTifort- 
able  ^ht:lter  ior  the  wfniien  imli!  a  hon.se  could  be  built.  This  was  oi  logs, 
with  bark  root.  .Split  logs  furnished  the  door  in  one  half  of  the  house, 
while  the  bare  ground  served  as  a  door  in  the  other  half,  until  timber  could 
be  brought  from  Libhart  mill,  on  Libhart  creek  near  Ljrons.  A  hole  in  the 
roof  let  out  the  smoke  until  a  mud  and  stick  chimney  could  be  built,  while 
blankets  served  for  a  time  as  doors  and  windows.  It  was  in  this  house  that 
Mary  E.-  Newman  (the  writer)  was  bom,  October  23,  1837,  the  first  white 
child  born  on  the  east  side  of  Grand  river  in  Portland. 

Time  passed  and  provisions  grew  less.  Nothing  had  been  heard  from 
the  gtjods  which  had  been  shipped  via  lake  and  river,  so  a  square-toed,  white 
man's  bnild  of  canoe  was  secured  and  Almeron  Newman  and  T.yman  Ben- 
nett starte<I  down  -treani  with  a  (  hicag-o  merchant,  who  had  been  to  New 
^'ork  after  i^^ofjds.  In  due  eour-e  of  time  they  arrived  at  Grand  }^aven. 
There  they  found  a  man  who  wa^-  running  a  boat  on  Lake  Michigan  and  he 
told  them  that  go<Kls  answering  the  description  of  those  belonging  to  Mr. 
Newman  were  in  Chicago  and  likely  to  stay  there  for  some  time  unless  .sent 
for.  They  instructed  this  man  to  get  the  good.s  and  forward  them  by  boat 
to  Lyons,  then  hired  their  pa.<isage  and  that  of  their  canoe  on  the  "Napoleon*' 
as  far  as  Grand  Rapids,  where  they  purchased  a  liarrel  of  flour,  a  barrel  of 
pork,  a  small  piece  of  iron,  a  cow  hell,  and  other  necessities.  Then  they 
l)ought  a  piece  of  liedcord.  fastening  it  to  the  canoe,  canal  boat  fashion,  Ben- 
nett pulling  the  boat,  while  Newman  poled  it.  By  the  time  they  reached 
Ionia  they  were  so  exhau.sted  that  they  tie<l  it  there,  footed  it  home  and  sent 
a  new  recmit  for  it. 

The  next  task  was  the  damming  of  ihe  Looking  (^dass  and  chgging  a 
race,  ft  w  as  an  expensive  job.  ljut  it  was  put  throngh  u  ithoiu  a  halt,  as  was 
al.sij  tlie  building  of  a  saw-mill,  'i'iie  latter  was  started  in  Deeemlx-r.  1836, 
and  m  Januarv  ,  1837,  a  small  run  of  .stone,  with  a  \hAi  attached,  was  put  in. 
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The  first  flour  made  in  that  niiH  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  bolted 
flour  made  west  of  Pontiac.  The  mill  did  all  the  grinding  for  this  section  of 
the  county  until  1842,  when  James  Newman  and  Peter  M.  Kent  built  the 
mill  which  was  1>umed  on  February  9,  1893.  Pt^ter  M.  Kent  was  a  mill- 
wright and  came  to  the  settlement  in  June,  1B36,  for  the  purpose  of  building 
Newman's  saw-niill. 

The  first  glorious  Fourth  of  July  celebration  ^^as  held  in  Portland  ni 
1836  by  a  ])atriotic  band  of  about  one  dozen  inoneers.  Mrs.  liogue.  nc^uis^ 
tlu'  dis])lay  on  the  ea^^t  bank  of  the  Grand,  cau.!^hi  the  spirit,  and,  nut  to  lie 
uut'ione.  priKilted  a  pole  and  attached  a  white  cloth  to  it,  placing  it  ni  a 
hollow  slump  on  the  west  bank,  in  front  of  her  iiouse. 

This  was  before  the  dav  of  matclies  and  it  was  a  conunon  occurrence 
to  see  people  going  to  the  neighbor's  after  a  shovel  of  coals,  for  great  care 
had  to  be  taken  lest  the  iire  go  out.  A  flint  stone,  a  jacknife  and  a  bunch 
of  tow  were  k^pt  on  hand  by  some  for  fear  the  Are  would  fail  them  entirely. 
This  was  also  a  day  of  crude  cooking  utensils.  The  iron  bake  kettle,  tin 
oven,  iron  kettles  suitable  for  hanging  on  the  crane  in  the  great  fireplace,  and 
then  the  brick  oven,  which  would  hold  a  week's  balciing  for  a  good  sized 
family,  were  all  in  evidence  those  days. 

The  manner  of  crossing  the  rivers  before  the  advent  of  bridges  was 
varied  and  at  some  times  dangerous.  In  times  of  low  water  fording  the 
river  was  the  usual  method.  The  ford  on  the  Grand  was  where  the  lower 
bridge  is  now  located.  Here  a  foot-bridge  was  built  later.  Tt  was  on 
benches,  covered  with  planks  and  v.as  all  right  until  the  river  got  on  a  ram- 
page. Then  there  was  great  lnl■^rhng  to  '^avc  the  ]ilank  and  benches.  The 
ferrv  was  a  Hal  Imai,  capalilr  ot  carrying  some  four  or  five  men  and  a  span 
of  hor^'es.  one  man  to  hold  the  [Torse's  and  two  or  three  to  <]o  the  ferrvinia.'. 
The  wagun  had  to  go  ni  the  second  loud  and  when  that  was  taken  over  the 
team  was  hitclied  to  the  wagon  and  proceeded  on  its  way. 

Canoes  were  abundant,  but  not  very  safe,  except  in  the  hands  of  an 
expert,  especially  in  times  of  high  water.  The  first  bridge  was  built  in  1837 
or  1838,  where  the  upper  bridge  now  stands. 

When  Mr.  Shepherd  left  the  coimty  his  land  passed  into  the  hands  of 
A.  S.  Wadsworth,  who,  in  1838,  divided  his  land  into  village  lots  and  com- 
menced building  a  dam  on  Grand  river,  as  well  as  the  erecticm  of  a  grist- 
mill, where  the  factory  now  stands.  He  also  undertook  to  build  a  saw-mill 
on  the  Grand.  His  mills  he  never  finished  and  his  dam  was  twice  carried 
away  by  floods.  Becoming  discouraged,  he  sold  his  mill  machinery  to  the 
Newmans  and  departed  to  other  fields.   A.  Newman  put  this  machinery  into 
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a  carding  machine  on  the  Looking  Glass.  Newman  had  been  by  occupation 
a  clothier  and  his  little  factory  at  Portland  was  the  first  establishment  of  .the 
kind  put  into  operation  west  of  Pontiac 

The  Indians,  when  sober,  were  of  great  service  in  the  early  days  in 
Portland.  1  hey  furnished  the  early  settlers  with  venison,  fi.sh.  berries,  sugar 
and  baskets,  all  of  the  best  quality,  exchanging  them  for  pork,  flour  or  money. 
Occasionally  one  would  get  drunk  and  become  fiuarrelsome.  At  one  time 
some  Five  or  six  cnme  to  father"'?  house  when  be  was  awav  and  wanted  some- 
thing to  eat.  Mother  set  Ituich  on  the  taijle  iov  ihem.  \\  hiie  tliey  were 
eating  two  of  the  party  got  to  ^luarreHing  and  drew  (<nives.  .Mother  spoke 
sharply  to  thoni,  conunanding  thcin  to  qo  o\it  doors  lu  d<>  their  tighting;,  tls 
they  scared  her  paixj^^ses.  Ihey  went  as  <Urected,  and  the  door  was  bolted 
against  them.  Their  food  was  then  passed  out  of  the  window  to  them, 
which  they  took  and  departed. 

One  day  an  Indian  got  pretty  drunk  and  wanted  more  whisky,  which 
was  refused  him.  He  then  attempted  to  stab  the  trader,  but  the  knife  was 
knocked  out  of  his  hand.  The  trader  complained  to  the  chief,  who  had  the 
offending  Indian  severely  whipped.  When  he  recovered  from  the  whipping 
he  returned  and  demanded  more  whisky,  saying  that  he  had  been  whipped 
**two  quarts  too  much 

Another  incident  which  Mrs.  Maynard  used  to. tell  was  that  one  day  she 
saw  some  squaws  dipping  some  Indians  in  the  fiver  and  then  hauling  them 
out  asfain.  She  went  home  and  tokl  her  mother  that  the  squaws  were  drown- 
nig  the  Indians.  Mrs.  Churchill  went  to  «ee  what  the}'  were  floin£r  and 
chided  diem  tor  their  treatment  of  their  spouses,  l)ut  when  one  of  the  squaws 
tokl  Iicr  "White  man  inake  my  man  drunk,  me  make  iiini  sober,"  sh^  left 
them  to  complete  the  work  so  well  begun. 

The  Indian  cemetery  was  located  on  the  point  at  ilie  conliuence'  of 
the  Looking  Glass  and  Grrand  rivers.  Elisha  Newman  had  the  point 
fenced  in  so  that  the  cattle  and  hogs  could  not  injure  the  graves.  When  the 
Indians  discovered  what  had  been  done  they  went  up  to  Mr.  Newman  and 
kissed  his  hand  in  token  of  their  appreciation  of  the  kindness  shown. 

The  early  roads  wandered  here  and  there,  according  to  the  make-up  of 
the  ground.  For  example,  the  road  from  Bogue's  and  Milne's  flats  used  to 
wind  around  the  hill,  passing  between  the  liam  and  the  house  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Charles  Culver,  and  when  the  road  over  the  hill  was  estab- 
lished some  of  the  buildings  on  the  flats  were  left  in  the  midst  of  the  fields. 

Wild  game  abounded.  Wild  pigeons  were  so  thick  that  the  wheat  fields 
suffered  from  their  depredations  and  it  was  customary  to  catch  them  with 
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nets.  EUsha  Newman  was  an  expert  at  that  game  and  I  have  witnessed  the 
springing  of  many  a  net  in  my  girlhood  days. 

Fish  were  abundant  and  of  first  quality.  Sturgeon  of  immense  size 
were  often  caught,  to  the  delight  of  the  small  boy  who  wanted  a  piece  of 
sturgeon's  nose  for  the  center  of  his  ball,  to  Imke  it  bound.  At  such  times 
the  village  shoemaker,  William  Dinsmore,  who  always  delighted  to  please 
the  boys,  was  kept  busy  cutting  ball  covers  from  old  boot  tops  and  mothers 
were  instructed  how  to  stitch  them  on. 

In  the  fa!!  of  1836  rnv  maternal  grandfather.  Aimer  Hixson,  came  to 
the  settlement,  brmging  his  wife  and  eight  ot  lii.s  twelve  children,  they 
ocenpving  a  part  of  the  donblf  log  house  with  father's  family.  Shortly 
after  ihcir  arriva'  the  settlers  were  called  together  for  the  purpose  of -nannng 
the  village,  so  that  ietlers  might  reach  ihcni  more  readily.    My  father  asked 
my  uncle,  Abram  Hixson,  to  go  with  him  to  the  meeting,  which  he  did. 
When  it  came  to  handing  in  the.  names  there  were  so  many  that  it  staggered 
the  assemUy.    The  names  suggested  were  Johnstown,  Jamestown,  Bogue- 
town,  Boyerville  and  Newmanville.    During  the  silence  whidi  followed 
Abram  Hixson  said  to  father:   "Why  not  call  it  Portland?   I  think  that  a 
nice  name."   ''Suggest  it,"  said  father,  but  he  decUned.   Father  then  said 
the  name  of  ''Portland"  had  been  suggested  to  him  and  he  thought  it  very 
appropriate,  as  there  certainly  w  as  a  fine  lattding,  where  all  the  passing  boats 
stopped.    All  present  were  pleased  with  the  name  and  so  Portland  it  was 
named.    My  uncle  always  felt  proud  that  he  had  suggested  the  name  and 
kept  a  warm  place  in  his  heart  for  our  village. 

In  the  sprnig  of  1837  W.  R.  Thnrchill  came  to  the  village.  He  l>oug^ht 
the  land  where  Mr.  Crane's  drug  store  now*  stands  and  put  u[)  a  Innlding 
to  lie  used  as  a  tavern  or  store  as  circumstances  should  direci.  At  this 
juncture  came  one  Da\  itl  Sturgis,  a  Canadian,  looking  for  an  ,opeuing.  He 
bought  a  half  interest  with  Mr.  Churchill  in  the  building  then  being  erected, 
with  the  agreement  that  when  it  was  finished  they  should  as  partners  open 
it  as-  a  store.  When  it  was  completed  they  were  besought  by  Joshua  Boyer 
to  rent  it  to  him  for  a  tavern.  Agreeing  to  let  him  have  it,  Churchill  & 
Sturgis  opened  didr  store  near  where  A.  F.  Morehouse's  old  oflfice  building 
stands,  and  for  some  time  they  carried  on  a  flourishing  business.  Boyer 
opened  the  tavern  and  called  it  the  "Mansion  House." 

Portland  became  a  postoffice  in  1837,  with  Joshua  Boyer  as  postmaster. 
The  office  was  on  the  route  between  Detroit  and  Grand  Rs^ids,  and  mail 
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was  received  once  a  week  by  horseback  mail  carriers.  About  1H46  stage 
coaches  took  the  place  of  the  horseback  riders  and  then  there  was  daily  mail. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  postoffice,  when  the  mail  receipts  were  little 
more  than  nothing,  die  opening  of  the  mail  bag  was  a  ceremony  upon  which 
all  of  the  villagers  felt  morally  obliged  to  attend.  At  such  times  Mr. 
Churchill,  who  was  Mr.  Bogtie's  deputy  after  he  succeeded  to  the  oliice. 
would  call  out  the  addresses  on  the  letters  as  fast  as  he  would  run  them 
over  and  the  eag-er  expectants  would  step  forward  ar)d  take  what  was  for 
them,  provided  the  required  tweiity-tive  cents  was  handy,  which  was  not 
always  the  case.  At  one  linie  one  William  H.  Turner,  In  iug  three  miles 
from  the  village,  was  informed  that  there  was  a  letter  fur  him  at  the  post- 
office.  Turner  cast  about  him  for  the  necessary  two  shillings,  but  neither 
having  it  liinii>ell  nor  being  able  to  borrow  it  from  others,  he  threw  a  bushel 
of  wheat  over  his  shoulder  and  trudged  away  to  town  for  his  letter.  Much 
to  his  surprise,  the  postmaster  could  not  think  of  taking  anything  but  two 
shillings  in  coin,  for,  said  he:  "As  much  as  1  would  like  to  accommodate 
you,  I  couldn't  get  anybody  to  give  me  money  for  the  wheat,  and  it  is  money 
I  must  have  when  I  settle  with  the  postoffice  department."  Nor  could  Mr. 
Turner  imd  anybody  willing  to  give  him  anything  but  store  pay  for  his 
wheat,  so  he  left  his  letter  at  the  office  and  carried  his  wheat  home  agaui, 
there  to  bide  the  time  when  he  migh£  be  able  to  raise  the  two  shillings  in  cash. 

This  reminds  me  of  a  similar  incident  at  the  little  mill.  One  day  Willard 
Brooks  came  to  my  father  and  said:  "Mr.  Newman,  we  are  out  of  flour 
and  have  no  money  with  which  to  buy  more  Can  you  loan  me  some  until 
harvest."  Father  went  to  the  mill  and  found  he  had  just  two  bushels  of 
wheat  that  he  had  taken  in  as  toll.  He  pjround  the  wheat,  divided  it  in  two 
equal  ptjrtions,  letting  Mr.  Brooks  have  half,  while  he  took  the  other  half 
home  for  his  own  family  use.  These  are  but  samples  of  the  many  depriva- 
tions of  early  pioneer  life. 

Mr.  Boyer  was  postmaster  until  1842;  C.  W.  Ingalls,  until  Hez- 
>ekiah  Smith,  until  1850;  W.  W.  Bogue.  until  1852;  Dr.  F.  G.  Lee,  until 
1861.  Others  have  .followed  in  the  order  printed,  up  to  the  present  day: 
Doctor  Root,  F.  M.  Cutcheoa,  W.  W.  Bogue,  Frank  E.  Doremus,  Fred  J. 
Mauren,  Grant  M.  Morse,  Arthur  L.  Francis. 

The  first  wedding  m  Portland  was  that  of  Susan  Moore  to  Joshua 
Boyer,  September  4,  1836,  'Squire  Dexter,  of  Ionia,  performing  the 
ceremony. 

One  of  the  first  entries  upon  the  township  records  is  that  in  whidt  the 
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clerk,  Alemeron  Newman,  set  forth  the  issuance,  August  16,  1838,  of  a 
marriage  license  to  Samuel  Fox  and  Matilda  Gardner,  who  came  to  the 
town  in  1836  with  the  Newmans.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
by  'Squire  A.  Newman,  at  his  house. 

The  first  bdck  building  erected  in  Portland  was  that  now  occupied  by 
Barton  Brothers  as  a  meat  market.  This  was  built  by  W.  R.  Churchill 
about  1850.  During  the  year  1880  eleven  brick  blocks  were  erected  at  an 
a^regate  cost  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 

Tn  an  early  day  the  method  of  obt  ining  goods  by  the  merchants  was 
to  have  them  brought  in  wagons  from  Detroit,  which  took  from  seven  to 
eight  days  at  first  or  until  the  plank  road  was  built  from  Lansing  to  Detroit. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

RONALD  TOWNSHIP. 

Lyons  and  Ionia  townships  possessed  each  otie-half  of  the  territory 
occupied- by  township  8  north,  range  6  west,  until  March  19,  1845,  when  the 
township  was  given  a  separate  organization  and  named  Ronald.  A.  L  Roof 
was  a  representative  in  the  Legis!ati:re  at  that  time,  and  v^hen  the  petition 
for  orq^anization  came  to  him  he  observed  that  the  name  of  Northport,  as 
siij^gested  for  the  township,  was  already  owned  l>y  one  other  town  in  the 
state  and  Ireiug  therefore  himself  called  upon  to  name  it,  hit  upon  "Ronald" 
trom  the  fact  that  he  was  just  then  engag'cd  in  reading  a  novel  whose  hero 
was  named  Ronald;  and  it  happened,  too,  that  Mr.  Roof  admired  the  char- 
acter so  heartily  that  he  conceived  the  idea  of  thus  honoring  hint. 

The  first  towni^p  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  William  J.  QaHc, 
April  7,  1845,  when  Parley  Eaton  was  chosen  moderator,  Royal  HoweU, 
William  Jennings,  William  J.  Gark  and  Chauncey  £.  Shepard,  inspectors 
of  electicm,  and  W.  J.  Claric,  clerk.  The  meeting  then  adjotimed  to 
Chauncey  Goodwin's  house  and  proceeded  to  the  election  of  township 
officials.  Thirty-two  votes  were  cast  and  officials  were  chosen  as  follows: 
Stq>ervisor,  WilUam  Jennings;  clerk,  William  J.  Clark;  treasurer.  Royal 
Howell ;  justices  of  the  peace,  John  Ransom,  Parley  Eaton,  Chauncey  Good- 
win and  Joseph  L.  Freeman;  highway  commissioners,  Phineas  C.  Hutchins, 
Stephen  F.  Page  and  Alanson  Snow:  directors  of  the  poor.  Parley  Eaton  and 
Mathew  Van  Vleck;  school  inspectors.  William  Jennings  and  John  Van 
Vleck ;  constables,  Julius  Jennings.  Ambrose  Frederick,  S.  C.  Barnes  and 
Joel  Smith;  poundmaster,  William  Wood. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  that  officers  doing  town  husiiie.ss  receive 
seventy-five  cents  per  day  for  services  in  town  and  when  on  business  out 
of  town  they  were  to  be  paid  according  to  law. 

In  the  ^ring  of  1837  on  section  33.  the  first  settlement  was  made  in 
Ronald  township.  The  pioneers  were  George  Younger  and  Joshua  Shq>ard, 
who  came  together,  and  together  entered  upon  the  mission  of  opening  the 
tangled  forest  to  the  light  of  day  and  the  influences  of  civilization.  Shepard 
wore  himself  out  and  died  soon  after  reaching  the  woods,  but  his  widow 
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and  sons,  Clianncey,  William  and  Norman,  carried  on  the  work  the  father 
had  bc^n  and  made  a  handsome  farm  of  the  property,  which  l)ecaTne  sub- 
sequently the  county  poor  farm.  There  are  now,  in  Ronald  township,  no 
descendants  oi  Younger  or  Sbepard,  and,  although  they  won  a  distinction 
of  some  importance  in  the  pioneer  history  of  the  township,  the  heritage  they 
left  in  that  respect  remains  as  an  honor  equally  with  every  citizen  of  the 
township. 

Before  Younger  and  Shepard  happened  along,  there  was  a  Int  of  a 
farm  location  in  Ronald,  two  years  or  more  old,  on  section  34,  but  as  it  was 
simply  a  portion  of  a  farm  lying  in  Ionia,  where  the  settler,  Samuel  Yates, 
lived  and  made  his  improvements,  it  can  scarcely  be  assigned  a  place  in 
Ronald  township  history. 

It  was  not  tintil  the  fall  of  1837  t***  tide  of  incoming  settlers  set 
toward  Ronald  with  anything  like  healthful  vigor.  It  was  then  that  Joseph 
and  W'illiani  Wood  >ettled  on  seotinn  if)  and  tlicn,  too,  that  John  Van  X'leck 
came  on  and  tijunded  the  \'an  Vdeck  settlement,  m  the  northeastern  corner 
of  the  township,  a  settlement  that  pushed  the  township's  mtcresi  fcuward 
with  constantly-hastening  steps,  and  created  a  local  influence  which  from 
the  beginning  has  beci]  felt  in  a  very  marked  degree,  and  always  ni  a  ben- 
eficial way.  Mr.  V  an  \  leek  came  from  his  home  in  Delaware  county^  New 
York,  to  Michigan  in  1836  for  the  purpose  of  prospecting  for  land  locations 
on  behalf  of  his  father,  Mathew,  as  well  as  for  himself.  His  uncle,  John 
T.  Van  Vleck,  was  then  living  at  White  Pigeon,  employed  as  an  agent  for 
a  company  of  New  York  land  speculators,  for  whom  he  had  purchased  and 
had  on  sale  several  thousands  of  acres  of  Michigan  lands.  To  White  Pigeon, 
therefore,  John  Van  Vleck  bent  his  steps  and,  with  his  uncle,  went  over  into 
Ionia  county,  where  some  of  the  latter's  lands  lay. 

In  section  2  of  what  is  now  Ronald  township  John  Van  Vleck  saw 
a  tract  of  land  that  pleased  him,  and  so  he  wrote  af  once  to  his  father, 
Mathew.  While  waiting  to  hear  from  hh  father  he  went  over  to  Samuel 
Yates's  in  Tonia  and  engaged  to  work  for  him.  Tn  the  winter  of  1837  and 
1838.  Mathew  Van  \'leck  came  out  and,  fancying  the  prospect,  bought 
three  hundred  and  fwenty  acres  oti  sections  I  and  in  Ronald  township. 
After  assisting  his  son  John  to  start  the  construction  of  a  cal)in.  he  departed 
for  the  East  to  bring  on  his  family,  haviiig  nieanwdiile  engaged  men  to 
break  one  hundred  acres  for  him,  and,  in  charge  of  these  men  and  their 
work.  John  was  left  behind. 

Mathew  Van  Vleck  lost  no  time  in  transporting  his  family  and  effects 
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from  New  York  to  Michigan.  He  reached  Detroit  without  much  trouble, 
but  thenceforth  his  path  was  Ixset  with  difficulties  and  vexations,  just  as 
were  the  paths  of  many  who  went  before  him  and  many  who  came  after 
him.  He  traveled  with  three  pairs  of  oxen  and  a  lumber-wagon  and*  pass- 
ing via  Lainsburg  and  De  Witt,  reached  his  destination  in  July,  1838,  after 
having  been  two  weeks  en  route  from  Detroit.  The  family  he  brought  with 
him  included  his  wife  and  four  children,  Peter, 'Albert,  Catharine  and  Sarah. 
Mathew  Van  Vleck  died  in  April,  1S80,  aged  eighty-six,  and  late  in  the 
summer  of  the  same  year  his  son  John  died. 

John  T.  Van  Vleck,  the  land-aj^ent.  himself  boiigfht  land  on  section  2 
in  1838,  and,  although  his  business  called  him  abroad  frequently,  he  made 
Ronald  his  place  of  residence  more  or  less  from  T838  until  his  death  in 
1844.  In  1838  he  hired  John  James  Foote  to  work  the  place  and  in  1839 
Mclvin  B.  Allen  took  charge  of  it.  Allen  remained  un  it  about  three  years, 
when  he  tx>ught  some  land  on  Long  Plain. 

In  the  fall  of  1838,  Alanson  Snow  located  on  section  21.  Mr.  Snow, 
as  well  as  his  wife,  belonged  to  a  historic  family.  His  mother  was  slain 
in  Ohio  by  the  Indians,  her  death  being  conspicuously  chronicled  as  an 
illustration  of  Indian  atrocities.  His  father-in-law,  Mr.  P^ngbom,  who 
came  to  Ronald  township  with  him,  was  a  survivor  of  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  lived  to  be  near  one  hundred  years  old. 

In  1838,  Lafayette  Church  became  a  settler,  but  soon  passed  to  Gratiot 
county,  and  in  the  same  year  Calvin  Woodard,  a  bachelor,  located  on  sec- 
tion 18,  at  the  foot  of  the  lake  that  bears  his  name,  and  to  which  land 
Chauncey  Conkey  succeeded  not  long^  afterward. 

In  1839  the  additions  included  Stephen  and  Wellington  Page,  George 
D.  Tasker,  James  Jennings  and  his  brother's  widow,  AHnerca  Jenning'S, 
with  whom  also  came  lier  twi)  sons,  Julius  and  Williain,  and  daughter, 
Mary.  Mrs.  Jeiimnfs  settled  on  section  24  and  south  of  her,  James  Jen- 
nings made  his  home. 

The  Crossetts  settled  in  1840  upon  section  23  and  Eli  Soule,  the  same 
year  on  section  26.  Neither  the  Cressets  nor  the  Soules  have  any  repre- 
sentatives in  Ronald  township  now. 

H.  F.  Hull,  on  section  15.  was  among  the  early  comers,  and  in  1843 
Joseph  L.  Freeman  and  David  Dodge  came.  Iworen  Sprague  moved  with 
his  father,  Elijah  Sprague.  to  Keene  township  in  1839,  but  directly  after- 
ward devoted  his  time  to  the  pursuit  of  his  trade,  which  was  carpentering, 
chiefly  at  Ionia.    In  1841  he  married  the  daughter  of  Guy  Webster,  of 
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Orleans,  and  moved  to  a  place  he  had  bought  of  Guy  Webster  some  time 
before  that.  He  worked  on  it  from  time  to  time  and  by  1845  effected 
a  considerate  clearing.  His  neighbors  in  Ronald  township  were  Deacon 
Price,  just  north;  Alonzo  Hubbell,  on  section  31,  and  Henry  Hubbell,  on 
the  east  At  this  time  Calvin  Woodard  was  dcing  out  a  lonely  existence 
on  section  18  and  having  his  washing  and  baking  done  at  Guy  Webster's. 

In  May,  1846,  William  Brooks  settled  on  section  32,  upon  the  town-' 
ship  line,  and  the  same  year  Alpheus  C.  Hawley,  a  famous  hunter,  trapper 
and  fur-trader,  made  a  l>eginnuig  on  section  9. 

In  iS4(S  L.  J.  Mosher  pitched  his  tent  itpun  sectiun  14.  His  lather, 
William  Mosher,  had  settled  in  Watertkiwn,  CHntim  comity,  in  1836.  but, 
meeting  witii  misfortunes,  lost  his  property,  and  thereupon  L.  J.  Mosher, 
the  eldest  son,  assuming  the  charge  and  maintenance  of  the  family,  became, 
as  stated,  a  pioneer  in  Ronald  in  1848.  He  took  great  pride  in  the  reflection 
that  he  had  owned  and  cleared  in  Michigan  five  farms,  and  that  upon  the 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  cleared  he  did  nearly  all  the  work  himself. 
He  was,  moreover,  a  noted  hunter  in  his  day,  and,  first  and  last,  killed 
eight  bears  and  more  than  a  hundred  deer. 

For  some  reason,  a  mystery  even  to  the  children,  William  Mosher 
bestowed  upon  each  of  his  eight  children  a  given  name  commencing  with 
the  letter  L.  The  names  of  the  eight  were  Lucy,  Laura,  Loisa,  Loren  J., 
Lanson  B.,  Lyman  D.,  hodi  V.  and  Lawrence. 

At  the  time  of  Mosher'?  settlement  on  section  14.  he  found  Joseph 
Freeman  living  on  Loug;  Plain  east  of  him;  south  oi  Freeman,  the  Jen- 
nings familtep.  Alexander  Kiinyon  and  Melvin  Allen;  west,  his  neij^hbor 
was  Alanson  Snow,  two  miles  and  a  half  distant.  Long  Plain  occupied 
a  tract  un  the  ca.stern  side  of  the  n>wnshii).  measurini^  two  miles  in  length 
and  one  in  width.  Indeed,  that  side  of  the  township  is  pretty  much  all  a 
plain  or  prairie,  from  the  north  line  southward  to  the  center  of  section  24. 

George  Sessions,  Phineas  Hutchins  and  Leander  Millard  became  set- 
tlers in  Ronald  in  1845,  and  later  there  were  Benjamin  Pew,  Stephen 
Ackles,  Mr.  Laverty,  Danid  G.  Smith,  to  the  old  Wood  place;  David 
Wilder,  M.  C.  Wilder,  W.  Hall,  who  bought  out  Mr.  Vecder;  Americus 
Smith,  William  M.  Steere,  J.  L  Fowle,  J.  P.  Powell,  William  Penny, 
Doctor  George  Pray,  one  of  the  earliest  ph3^cians  resid«it  in  the  town- 
ship; Samuel  Loomis,  the  Mattisons,  Cobbs,  and  so  on.  ' 

As  to  going  to  the  mill,  the  pioneers  of  Ronald  township  were  not  as 
badly  off  as  they  might  have  been.   When  the  advance-guard  penetrated 
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the  township  there  was  already  a  grist>miU  at  Ioaia»  and,  as  a  trip  there 
and  back  from  the  Van  Vleck  settlement  was  usually  made  in  twenty-four 
hours,  the  hardship  in  that  particular  was  not  very  great,  although  some 
of  the  early  ones  did  find  a  hardship  in  not  being  able  to  procure  at  all 
times  material  for  a  grist 

The  road  to  Ionia  from  Van  Vleck's  was  the  one  Van  Vleck  had  cut 
out  when  he  came  in  with  his  family,  via  the  Yates  and  Shepord  places. 
The  first  road  laid  in  the  Van  Vleck  settlement  was  the  one  through  Pala 
north  and  south.   It  was  opened  in  1839. 

Matthew  Van  Vleck  hrought  a  horse  with  him  when  he  came  to  the 
town  an<l  kt\)\-  him  alx»ut  a  year.  For  his  first  cro\)  of  wheat  he  got  forty- 
four  cents  a  bushel  at  Ionia,  and  had  to  lake  halt  of  the  purchase  money 
in  store-pay.  John  T.  Van  Vleck  built  a  saw-mill  in  1841  011  Prairie  creek 
in  Ionia  township,  just  over  the  Ronald  line,  and  in  that  year  George  D. 
Tasker  got  his  lumber  there  and  built  on  section  2  the  first  frame  house 
put  up  in  the  settlement,  which  was  later  occupied  as  a  residence  by  James 
Dennis. 

John  Van  Vleck  put  out  an  apple  orchard  in  1839  and,  in  1840  or  1841, 
what  ht  c  Liimed  to  be  the  second  peach  orchard  in  the  county,  E.  Lc  Valley 
of  Ionia  having  been  given  credit  for  planting  the  first. 

The  first  marriage  in  the  town  was  that  of  George  D.  Tasker  and 
(  atharinc  \^an  Vleck  at  Mathew  \''an  Vlcck's  hou.se  on  December  31,  1840. 
The  otticiating  minister  was  the  tvevercnd  Mr.  Staples,  a  Metliodist  Kpis- 
co])al  |)ieac}ier,  who  came  up  from  Lyons  in  companv  with  a  party  of 
fifteen  or  more  wedding  guests,  arnong^  whom  were  Dr)ctor  W.  Z.  Blanch- 
ard,  his  .son,  J  una  C,  and  Ann  liager,  later  Mrs.  i  Vetlerick  Hall,  of  Ionia, 
after  whom  Peter  Van  Vleck  went  on  a  special  mission.  There  were  no 
notably  demonstrative  festivities,  but  there  was.  of  course,  a  wedding  din- 
ner, of  which  the  feature  was  an  immense  wild  turkey,  shot  l>y  Peter  Van 
Vleck  especially  for  the  occasion.  On  the  following  day  the  wedding 
party,  including  the  bride  and  groom,  went  down  to  Lyons  and  at  Doctor 
Bianchard's  house,  after  another  jolly  dinner,  supfilemented  that  perform- 
ance in  the  evening  with  a  glorious  dance. 

As  to  the  first  birth  and  death  in  Ronald  township  nothing  definite 
can  now  l)e  spoken.  The  first  death  was  prohahly  that  of  Joshua  Shepard. 
The  first  death  in  the  \'an  Vleck  settlement  is  said  to  have  Ix-en  that  of  an 
infant  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Mal)ie.  She  was  the  first  one  buried  in  the 
originally  selected  burial  place  at  Palo,  and  when  the  location  was  aban- 
doned, her  remains  were  transferred  to  a  village  cemetery. 
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The  resident  ta-xpayers  ot  Ronald  township  in  1845  wore  M.  B. 
Allen,  sections  13,  14.  acres:  James  Bent  icy,  section  27,  200  acres; 
Sanford  Buskirk,  personal;  William  A.  C^lark,  section  28.  320  acres,  David 
Dodge,  sections  13,  14,  260  acres;  Vohiey  Eaton,  section  32,  160  acres; 
James  L.  Freeman,  section  32,  266  acres;  Freedom  Gates.  Sr..  section  19, 
41  acres;  Freedom  Gates,  Jr.,  section  J9,  81  acres;  Chauncey  Goodwin* 
sections  33,  34,  280  acres;  Royal  Howell,  section  35,  123  acres;  P.  C. 
Hutchins,  section  22,  80  acres;  James  L.  Jennings,  section  24,  160  acres; 
"  William  Jennings,  sections  13,  14,  24,  373  acres;  Stephen  and  Welling- 
ton Page,  section  30,  83  acres;  Lawrence  Pierce,  section  30,  83  acres; 
Benjamin  F.  Pew,  section  i,  40  acres;  John  Ransom,  section  20,  160  acres; 
Alanson  Snow,  sections  20.  21,  400  acres;  John  Snow,  section  20,  120  acres; 
William  Snow,  section  21,  120  acres;  Joel  Smith,  section  19,  40  acres; 
Chauncey  E.  Shepard,  section  33,  120  acres;  Eli  L.  Soule.  sections  26,  27, 
340  acres;  George  D.  Tasker,  sections  2,  70  acres;  Mathew  Van  Vleck 
and  M.  Van  Vleck,  agent,  sections  i,  2,  11,  35,  635  acres;  John  Van  Vleck, 
section  2,  70  acres:  laml^er  Van  Valkenberg,  sections  4,  24,  205  acres; 
\^'^1■lliam  \\ood,  section  19,  80  acres;  Joseph  Wood,  section  19,  80  acres; 
Calvin  Woodard.  section  t8,  104  acres,  and  George  Younger,  section  33, 
80  acres. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1846.  K.  Howell;  7847.  S.  F.  I'age;  1848-50,  M.  Van  Vleck;  1851, 

E.  Kellogg;  1852,  M.  Van  Vleck;  1853-54.  B.  H.  Preston:  1855-56,  W. 
Jetinings;  1857.  D.  G.  Smith;  T858,  Wllliarii  Jenmntjs;  1859-O3,  George 
Pray;  1864,  B.  Preston;  1856-66,  W.  H.  Freeman;  1867-68,  W.  M. 
Steere;  1869-70.  George  Pray;  1871,  William  H.  Freeman;  1872,  William 
Jennings ;  1873-78,  G«>rge  Pray;  1879-80,  J.  L.  Fowle;  1881-87,  Charles 

F.  Kellogg;  1888-95,  William  H.  Mattison;  i80-99,  William  P.  Smith; 
1900-02,  William  H.  Mattison;  1903-07,  Byron  Yeomans;  1908-12,  Rector 
Van  Vleck;  1913-16,  H.  L.  Smith. 

PALO. 

The  village  of  Palo,  which  occupies  land  originally  owned  by  IMathew 
•and  John  Van  XHeck,  was  first  established  as  a  trading-post  al)out  1849, 
by  John  Van  Vleck.  who  sold  goods  in  his  house.  Before  that  a  little  while, 
there  had  been  a  slight  move  toward  concentrating  a  population  at  that 
locality,  and  when,  in  1846,  John  Van  Vleck  suggested  that  the  place  be 
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called  Palo,  in  honor  oi  General  Fa} lor' s  \  ictory  at  Palo  Alto,  in  thai  year, 
the  common  voice  acquiesced,  and  the  name  passed  inio  popular  acceptation. 

John  Van  Vleck  carried  on  business  in  a  small  way  a  lew  years,  and 
then  gave  it  up.  His  brother,  Albert,  succeeded  him  as  the  village  mer- 
chant, and  by  and  by  John  Van  Vleck  and  Charles  C.  Randall  built  a  store 
on  the  site  of  Mathew  Millard's  present  fine  brick  block,  and  pushed  local 
trading  interests  forward  upon  a  more  liberal  scale  than  had  previously 
been  reached. 

Meanwhile  people  had  come  in  and  erected  additional  residences  upon  - 
the  spot.  Leander  Millard  opened  a  tavern  and  Curtis  Brooks  set  up  a 
smithy,  a  blacksmith  shop  having  previously  been  started  in  1850  by  a  Mr. 
Rogers,  about  two  miles  south  of  Palo,  on  the  Ionia  road.  Van  Vleck  and 
Itandall  sold  out  to  Allx^rt  Van  Vleck,  after  continuing  in  business  about  a 
year,  and  he  sold  to  Leander  Millard  in  1866.  - 

On  March  12,  1867,  the  village  was  platted  by  William  H.  Freeman, 
commenrinof  at  a  point  fifty- two  and  one-half  rods  west  of  the  center  of 
section  2,  running  east  one  hundred  and  fivf  rods.  ( )n  December  15,  1870, 
Van  Vleck,  Swarthout  and  i  rteman  plaited  an  addition. 

In  iH(')7  Ross  Starkweather  built  a  steam  saw-mill  at  the  village,  and 
in  a  Toledo  tirm  put  up  a  steam  grist-miU^  consequent  upon  a  donation 

to  them  of  two  thousand  dollars  from  the  residents  of  the  village  and  vicinity. 
The  Toledo  men  did  not,  however,  do  what  was  esteemed  the  fair  thing  in 
the  premises,  for  tfiey  provided  old  and  worn-out  machinery,  which  failed 
to  do  satisfactory  work  and  fell  far  short  of  fulfilling  the  expectations  awak- 
ened at  the  beginning.  About  1868,  too,  R.  &  H.  Miller  added  to  the  list  of 
local  industries  a  foundry,  to  which  they  added  later  on  a  planing-milL  In 
1875  Albert  Van  Vleck  built  a  grist-  and  saw-mill. 

The  village  has  striven  earnestly  for  suprenia<^  and  recognition,  but 
its  efforts  have  failed  in  a  great  measure.  Palo  of  today  is  only  a  small 
village,  which  is  maintained  by  the  country  trade  for  the  several  stores  which 
exist  there. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


SEBEWA  TOWNSUIF. 

It  is  vaguely  asserted  that  the  first  white  settler  resident  in  the  present 
township  of  Sebewa  bore  the  name  of  Jones,  but  whether  John,  James, 
Thomas  or  Peter,  cannot  be  clearly  ascertained,  nor  is  it,  perhaps,  especially 
important  as  an  inquiry,  since  Jones  tarried  but  a  short  time  before  striking 
his  tent.  It  is  known  that  he  and  his  wife  came  to  town  some  time  during 
the  year  1836,  carrying  on  their  backs  the  few  traps  they  owned,  and  settled 
on  section  i.  They  were  poor,  and  thought  that  by  some  hook  or  crook 
they  might  earn  a  living  in  the  woods,  and  shortly  raise  a  crop,  for  which 
they  could  get  something  before  being  called  upon  to  vacate  the  premises. 
However  that  might  have  been,  they  did  not  apparently  recognize  the  full 
force  of  the  tmdertaking  upon  which  they  had  entered,  for  it  seems  that 
they  sickened  of  the  work  in  a  little  while,  packed  up,  and  were  off  to  more 
congenial  climes  It  must  have  been  pretty  lonesome  for  tViem,  deep  in  the 
woods,  the  solitary  settlers  in  a  dreary  <?tretch  of  country,  heiinned  in  on  all 
sides  bv  howling  woho.  and.  lo  cap  the  climax,  so  poor  tluu  h;ul  to 

make  a  meal  on  herl>s  and  roois  or  •starve.  No  wonder,  ihert-iorc.  that  they 
did  not  care  to  sta}'  \'cry  long.  1  hey  may  not  have  done  much  htttcr  by 
making-  a  change,  but  it  seems  to  have  been  agreed  on  all  sides  rliat  they  coiild 
not  have  done  much  worie.  Jones  may  be  dismissed  early  in  the  history 
as  no  'Very  important  factor  therein,  except  as  relates  to  the  circumstances 
of  his  having  been  the  pioneer  of  'his  race  in  the  settlement  of  Sebewa. 

The  first  attempt  at  a  permanent  settlement,  and  the  one  from  which 
the  history  of  the  town  properly  dates,  concerns  the  coming,  in  1838,  of 
John  F.  Territl,  Charles  W.  Ingalls  and  John  Brown.  Terrill  located  on 
section  25,  and  Brown  and  Ingalls  on  section  36,  not  far  away.  All  three 
were  pushing  Vermont  Yankees  and  laid  hold  with  a  will  to  the  heavy  task 
before  them.  Slowly,  but  surely,  the  forest-wild  gave  way  before  the  sturdy 
blows  of  their  ringing  axes,  and  where  formerly  stretched  a  wilderness 
soon  spread  a  {feasant  prospect  of  comfortable,  if  not  elegant,  homes  and 
fruitful  farms. 

In  due  time,  John  F.  Terrill  concluded  to  utilize  the  handsome  water- 
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power  of  Sc:l>ewa  creek,  and  so,  in  1843,  in  cunj unction  with  Anson  W. 
Halbcri,  he  built  a  saw-mill  just  west  of  where  "The  (Orners"  engaged  the 
notice  of  the  traveler.  Hall)ert  came  to  the  town  in  1841  and  in  that  year 
he  married  one  of  Ternll  s  daughters.  In  the  log  liouse  he  had  built  at  the 
Corners,  he  ventured  into  mercantile  trade  with  a  few  goods,  but,  few  as 
th^  Mrere,  they  evidently  sufficed,  and  more  too,  for  Halbert  did  not  feel 
encouraged  to  pursue  the  subject  of  trade  beyond  of  disposing  of  his  first 
stock.  Strictly  speaking,  he  was  perhaps  the  first  merchant  at  the  Corners, 
but  his  effort  was  so  fruitless  that  it  has  not  been  mentioned  in  the  history 
of  trade  at  the  Comers. 

Jacob  Showerman  and  Eleazer  Brown,  with  their  families,  joined  the 
Sebewa  settlement  in  1839.  Showerman  had  come  into  the  town  three  years 
before  (in  1836)  on  a  land-hunting  expedition,  and  found  then  but  one 
settler  in  the  town — ^Jones,  on  section  i,  of  whom  mention  has  already  been 
made.  Showerman  selected  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  22  and, 
after  a  fortnij^ht's  waiting  at  the  Ionia  land  office  for  his  "turn,"  entered 
his  land  and  returned  at  once  to  New  York- 

WTien  the  Brown  and  Showerman  families  came,  some  time  in  the 
fail  of  1839,  they  found  that  there  were  already  on  the  ,g;round,  T<^hn  Ter- 
rill,  WilHani  fiogle,  his  .s»Jii-in-la\\ ,  John  Brown;  John  Maxim,  Joseph 
Munn  and  Charles  \V.  Ingalls.  Brown  and  Showerman  arranged  to  lodge 
their  famiUes  at  John  Terrill's  until  such  a  time  as  they  could  cut  out  a  road 
in  section  22  and  put  up  habitable  quarters  there.  To  accomplish  these  under- 
takings required  the  labors  of  four  weeks,  and  meanwhile  the  families  of 
Terrill,  Hogle.  Showerman  and  Brown  lodged  and  lived  in  Terriirs  little 
log  cabin  of  but  one  room.  There  were  twenty  persons  in  the  four  families 
and  if  those  accustomed  to  plenty  of  space  and  modem  conveniences  can 
begin  to  imagine  the  worrying  and  wearying  those  twenty  people  endured 
during  the  four  weeks  they  passed  in  that  one  room,  they  will  be  doing  some 
pretty  good  work  in  the  way  of  mind-pictures.  Mr.  Showerman  settled  in 
section  22.  upon  the  purchase  he  made  in  1836.  and  Brown,  on  section  26. 
As  to  the  first  birth  in  the  town,  Mrs.  Bmwn  said  it  was  that  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Luriette,  who  was  bom  in  184 1. 

In  the  fall  of  18,^7.  Kufns  Goddard,  com,ing  westward  from  Livingston 
county.  New  York,  tarried  a  while  in  Lenawee  county,  Michigan,  and  then, 
leaving  his  family  there,  pushed  on  alone  in  search  of  a  location.  He  found 
one  in  Sel>ewa  that  suited  him.  and  back  he  went  to  Lenawee  county  for  his 
family.    Benjamin  D.  Weld  was  to  come  out  with  Goddard  to  settle  and 
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to  give  Goddard  some  assistance  toward  paying  for  his  land,  but  Weld  was 
not  ready  just  then,  and  so  all  hands  decided  to  stop  in  Lenawee  a  while 
longer. 

In  1843  Weld  came  out  with  his  family  and  settled  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  town.  Goddard  followed  m  1844  and,  settlinc!^  on  a 
goveninient  forty  in  section  23,  went  to  work  for  xVir.  Weld,  from  win  .ni  he 
had  previonsly  Ixirrowed  money,  and  in  the  way  of  labor  pmpuscd  to  repay 
him.  n  took  him  a  year  anil  a  half  to  earn  money  enoni;h  to  pay  Mr.  Weld 
and  tn  huy  -d  piece  of  land  tV^r  himself,  but  be  j?ot  around  n  at  last  and,  buy- 
ing an  eighty  on  section  32,  made  a  permanent  settlement.  On  that  place 
his  son  Daniel  W.,  later  lived. 

Daniel  W.  Goddard  was  quite  a  character  in  the  settlement,  even  when 
but  a  lad  of  fifteen  or  thereabouts.  It  was  upon  him  the  neighborhood 
depended  for  mill-senMce.  that  is  to  say,  Daniel  went  to  the  mill  for  every- 
body, although  the  condition  of  the  roads  was  so  horrible  that  it  was  as 
much  as  he  could  do  to  haul  ten  bushels  to  Newman^s  mill,  at  Portland,  and 
back  again  in  two  days.  In  one  sense  Daniel  was  a  public  benefactor,  for 
the  want  of  flour  was  sometimes  a  ^ore  <  ne  and  the  procuring  of  it  was  most 
assuredly  a  trouble.  Young  Goddard  would  usually  set  out  early  in  the  morn- 
ing with  his  ten-bushel  load,  drawn  by  a  pair  of  oxen,  and,  by  dint  of  much 
nrcfing  of  his  1>easts,  he  would  mfina<re  to  reach  the  mill  by  ten  o'clock  that 
night.  While  his  grist  was  heino  ^^round  he  would  hunk  ni  his  waj^on, 
wrapped  in  his  blanket,  and  by  dayh^dit  the  next  nicirnmg  was  t't't  again  for 
home.  The  time  of  his  arrival  ai  heme  was  always  pretty  well  along  in  the 
nig;ht,  and  to  hel])  and  cheer  him  on  the  last  few  miles  of  his  iijnrney  <omc 
member  of  the  settlement  would  go  out  and  meet  him,  l)earmg  a  lantern  10 
show  the  way  and  himself  abounding  in  social  pleasantry  to  cheer  the  tired 
Daniel  until  he  readied  his  destination. 

Among  the  settlers  of  1843  or  thereabouts  were  also  John  F.  Olry, 
Elkanah  Carpenter,  Andrew.  Estes,  William  Reeder,  Major  Brown  (the 
widow  of  the  latter  marrying  Weston  Briggs),  John  Waddell,  John  Estep, 
Thomas  Waddell,  Stephen  PiUcinton,  Moses  Hogle,  John  C.  Smith  and 
Anson  W,  Halbert. 

In  the  northwestern  comer  of  the  town  the  attraction  for  the  early 
settler  was  less  positive  than  appeared  to  be  the  case  elsewhere,  for  there 
was  some  marsh  over  there.  Nevertheless,  ventures  were  made  in  that  direc- 
tion about  1850,  or  perhaps  before.  Amon^  the  earliest  settlers  in  that 
region  were  Fierce  G.  Cook,  Nathan  Stewart,  Frank  Brown  and  Solomon 
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Hess,  all  of  whom  A.  M.  Ralston  found  there  when,  in  1852,  he  made  a 
settlement  on  sc(^ons  8  and  17.  Later  there  came,  among  others,  J.  C. 
Clark,  George  Snyder,  John  Waring  and  John  Johnson. 

In  1852  there  was  a  road  on  the  line  between  Odessa  and  Sebewa 
townships,  known  as  the  State  road,  but,  state  road  as  it  was,  it  was  never- 
theless a  poor  apolog}'  for  a  highway. 

To  the  names  of  the  settlers  already  mentioned,  may  be  added  like- 
wise those  of  such  later  om  s  a>  Urrin  Merchant,  Edward  Sanborn,  i'cter 
Mapes,  David  (jrifthi,  VVilljam  Hsiep,  Chauiicev  Lott,  Jacob  Greene,  I.  Bretz, 

E.  Trobasco,  i.  J.  Allen,  A.  Gariock,  O.  Stebbins  and  P.  Grmer. 

The  resident  taxpayers  of  Sebewa  in  1845  were:  John  Waddell,  sec- 
tion 14,  80  acres;  Edward  Sanborn,  section  i,  38  acres;  Orrin  Merchant, 
sections  i,  6,  60  acres;  John  Maxim,  section  i,  38  acres;  Peter  Mapes, 
section  2,  80  acres;  JosejA  Munn,  section  i,  38  acres;  George  W.  Dickinson, 
sections  13,  24,  320  acres;  A.  W.  Halbert,  sections  24,  25,  240  acres;  John 

F.  Terrill,  section  25,  70  acres;  William  Hogle,  section  25,  50  acres;  Richard 
Fleetham,  section  25,  80  acres;  Moses  Hogle,  section  36,  160  acres;  Charles 
W.  ingalls,  personal;  John  Terrill,  personal;  Eleazer  Brown,  sections  26, 
27,  120  acres;  Jacob  Showerman,  section  22,  160  acres;  B.  D.  Weld,  sec- 
tions 5,  32,  33,  400  acres. 

Although  no  record  of  the  transactions  at  the  first  townshij)  meeting, 
in  1845,  in  existence,  the  names  of  the  nineteen  persons  who  voted  at  that 
election  may  be  licrc  ^n\  en,  as  follow  :  Joseph  Munn,  Paul  Steel,  Benjannn 
D.  Weld,  Edward  Sanlxjrn,  A.  W.  Halbert,  John  Smith,  William  Hocflc, 
John  M.  Terrill,  Jacob  Showerman,  Orrin  Merchant,  Kiciiara  i  leeihani, 
Moses  Hogle,  Walter  Harmon,  Eleazer  Brown,  John  Maxim,  George  W. 
Dickinson,  Elkanah  Drake,  Rufus  Goddard  and  John  Waddell. 

Elkanah  Carpenter,  Richard  O.  McWorter,  Cyril  Carpenter,  John 
Maxim,  Oliver  Brailey,  John  Waddell,  Jr.,  Daniel  W.  Goddard,  William 
Reeder,  Moses  Hogle.  B.  D.  Weld,  John  Waddell.  William  Dunn,  Orrin 
Merchant,  John  Cooper,  David  Griflm,  Stephen  Rider,  Peter  Mapes,  Will- 
iam Waters,  Major  Brown,  Apollos  Halladay,  Francis  Brown,  Albert 
Thompson,  Perry  Trim.  Lucius  Showerman,  William  Estep,  Elihu  Halladay, 
J.  A.  Whelpley.  Daniel  Halladay,  Jacob  C.  High.  C^harlcs  Derby,  Jacob 
Green,  Richard  Fleetham,  John  Estep,  Charles  W  Ingalls.  Charles  Ham- 
mond. John  F.  Olry,  Hiram  Trim,  P.  G.  Cook.  Jacob  C  olli ngham,  D  \V. 
Rose.  Jacob  Showerman  and  Chaunc^y  Lott  were  voters  at  the  elections 
held  in  Sebewa  township  in  1853. 
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Township  5  north,  range  6  west,  now  called  Sebewa,  was  divided 
between  Berlin  and  Portland  townships  until  March  19,  1845,  when,  by 
act  of  Legislature,  it  was  created  a  township  with  exclusive  organization. 

The  names  first  proposed  for  it  were  Charlestown.  in  honor  of  Charles  W. 
Ingalls,  and  Liberia^  but,  Rufus  Goddard  suggesting  Sebewa,  after  Sebewa 
creek,  and  meaning,  "little  river."  public  fancy  wa?  snited  and  "Sebewa" 
met  with  ix)piilar  approval.  Tlie  first  township  meeting  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Taco!>  Showcrman,  but  no  record  of  tlie  nictting  is  in  existence. 

The  follow  ino^  have  served  a>  >ui)t^r\ isur^  of  Sel^ewa  township:  1847-48, 

B.  D.  Weld;  1849-50,  R  Goddard;  1851,  William  Packard;  1852.  H.  Trim; 
1855-54,  B.  D.  Weld;  1855-56.  C.  W.  Ingalls;  1857,  C.  C.  Carpenter;  1858. 
A.  Howland;  1859-6:5,  L.  Bretz;  1864-66,  D.  W.  Goddard;  1867-69, 
I.  Bretz;  1870,  G.  W.  Goddard;  1871-72,  L.  E.  Showerman;  1873,  J.  War- 
ing; 1874-75,  L.  E.  Showerman;  1876-77,  A.  M.  Ralston;  1878-79,  L.  E. 
Showerman;  1880,  D.  W.  Goddard;  1881-89,  Watson  Merchant;  1890,  Riley 
N.  Wilson;  1891-92.  Watson  Merchant;  1893,  O.  V.  Showerman;  1894, 

C.  L.  Halladay;  1896.  J.  M.  Bradley;  1897-16,  Adam  Fender. 

SEBEWA. 

The  village  commonly  known  as  Sel^ewa  Cornt^i-  lit-^  011  both  sides  ol 
the  line  between  Sel>ewa  an<l  l)anby  town■-lllp^  and  takes  in  the  platted 
village  of  Cornell  lu  Danby.  Pro|ierly  bpcak!ll^^  ilie  name  "('orncir'  belongs 
now  to  the  entire  village,  although  a  is  of  such  recent  bestowal,  consequent 
upon  the  similar  change  of  the  postoffice  name  from  Sebewa,  that  the  aver- 
age villager  has  not  yet  become  sufficiently  familiar  with  it  to  give  it  ready 
voice. 

The  first  attempt  at  establishing  a  trading  point  at  that  locality  was 
made  in  1851,  by  a  Mr.  Hulse,  who  brought  a  few  goods  in  a  trunk  and 
.sold  them  out  to  Aretas  Howland.  There  were  a  grist-mill  and  saw-mill 
in  that  locality  when  Hulse  set  up  his  store,  and  because  they  were  there  he 
thought,  of  course,  a  store  was  likely  to  meet  with  some  support.  These 
mills  were  on  Sebewa  creek,  just  west  of  the  township-line  road.  The  saw- 
mill, the  first  in  the  tow  n,  had  been  built  by  John  Terrill  and  A.  W.  Halbert; 
the  grist-mill,  by  Chauncey  Lott  and  Jacob  Green,  in  1849,  or  thereabouts. 

In  1852  Elihu  Halladay  settled  near  the  Comers,  and  in  1853  came 
John  Friend,  who  bought  Jacob  Green's  log  house  and,  after  occupying  it  a 
year,  hnilt  a  house  atid  in  one  part  thereof  put  a  stock  of  goods,  becoming 
a  trader.   From  that  time  to  1879  he  kept  store  at  the  Comers  almost  con- 


208 


IONIA  COUNTY^  MICHIGAN. 


tinuously.  The  first  tavern  at  the  Comers  was  opened  in  1854  by  William 
Barber,  and  stood  next  south  of  Friend's  house.  P.  G.  Cook  succeeded 
Barber  as  landlord,  and  after  him  Hiram  Trim  took  the  helm. 

The  postoffice  at  the  Corners  was  called  Cornell,  althoticfh  up  to  the 
spring  of  t88o  it  1x;>re  the  name  of  Sc'))cwa.  Cornell  had  since  1867  l)cen 
the  name  of  that  portion  of  the  village  lying  in  Danby,  the  plat  having  l>cen 
reeonierl  in  that  year,  and,  in  deference  to  request,  the  pof>toffice  name  was 
changed  to  aceord  with  the  name  of  the  legali^ied  portion  of  the  villajre. 

Sebewa  jx/storhce  was  established  along  aljout  1846  or  1847,  ^^^'-^  ^- 
Weld  w^is  appointed  postmaster!  In  1853  the  office  was  rttnoved  from  the 
Weld  neighborhood,  in  the  southwest  corner,  and  transferred  to  the  Shower- 
man  settlement,  when  I.  E.  Showerman  received  the  appointment.  Tn  1857 
the  office  was  moved  to  the  Corners^  John  Friend  was  the  first  postmaster 
at  the  Comers,  being  succeeded  by  O.  W.  Kibbey  and  R.  W-  Wilson. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


CITY  OP  IONIA. 

Ionia  is  a  city  of  from  six  thousand  to  seven  thousand  people,  located 
in  the  central  portion  of  Ionia  county,  on  the  Detroit,  Grand  Haven  & 

•  Milwaukee  division  of  the  Grand  Trunk  railway  system,  and  on  the  T>ansing, 
Ionia  &  Big  Rapids  division  of  the  Pere  Marquette  railway,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  iiiilos  northwest  of  Detroit,  thirty-six  miles,  northwest  of 
Lansing  and  thirty-three  miles  east  of  (jrand  Rapids. 

Tniiia  city  is  the  eouiity  seat  ot  fonia  county,  and  situated  ni  the  inidst 
■of  one  of  the  lititst  larniiiiy;  sections  oi  the  State.  The  spirit  of  progress 
which  is  pushing  this  city  to  the  front  is  best  shown  l>y  the  large  number  of 
manufacturing  establishments  located  here,  the  handsome  business  blocks 
and  elegant  residences  which  stand  as  monuments  to  the  thrift  and  enter- 
prise of  her  business  men. 

With  the  two  great  railway  systems  mentioned  above,  whose  branches 
reach  every  section  of  the  state,  Ionia  has  superior  inducements  to  ofier 
desirable  manufacturing  establishments.  In  this  age  of  spirited  competition, 
shipping  facilities  play  a  very  important  part  in  determining  the  cost  of 
placing  any  article  upon  the  market,  and  with  these  two  great  railway  sys- 
tems competing  for  the  business,  Ionia  manufacturers  are  assured  of  receiv- 
ing any  and  all  accommodations  possible  in  the  transportation  of  raw  mate- 
rials and  the  finished  products. 

Prior  to  1833  immediate  section  of  the  state  had  not  been  penetrated 
except  by  an  occasional  trapper,  hunter  or  some  missionarj'  with  an  Indian 
j^ide  bound  for  the  north.  With  these  exceptions,  nature  held  full  sway; 
t)ears,  wolves,  deer  and  other  smaller  w  ild  animals  were  abundant,  and  the 
Grand  ri%'cr.  unobstructed  by  dams,  wended  its  way  through  the  valley  and 
on  to  Lake  Michigan. 

Though  a  httle  more  than  three- fourths  of  a  century  has  passed  since 
the  first  white  settler  located  in  thh  region,  it  has  been  converted  from  a 
dense  wilderness  into  a  cultivated  and  productive  country,  affording  all  the 
conveniences  and  comforts  of  advanced  civilization.    The  spring  of  1833 
(14) 
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witnessed  the  arrival  of  Samuel  Dexter  and  his  associates,  Erastus  Yeomans, 
Oliver  Arnold,  Darius  WinsOr,  Edward  and  Joel  Guild  and  Doctor  P*. 
Lincoln,  who  sought  homes  in  the  Grand  River  valley.  It  is  asserted,  and 
doubtless  is  a  fact,  that  the  Grand  river  (which  then  and  for  many  years 
after  was  considered  a  navigable  stream)  was  the  indncement  which  led  the 
memljcrs  of  Judge  Dc^tcr's  part)-  of  colonists  to  fix  their  homes  so  far  away 
from  settlcnieTits  already  cstal)lished.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that 
quite  a  numlnir  of  other  seiilers  followed  the  course  o£  the  "Dexter  trail" 
and  located  in  this  county  later  in  ihc  same  year. 

Following  the  settlement  of  the  Dexter  colony,  in  May,  1833,  came 
Henry  V.  Libhart,  to  the  southeast  comer  of  what  is  now  Ionia  township: 
the  Comdls,  to  Easton;  John  E.  Morrison,  to  Berlin,  and  Philo  Bogue  and 
John  Milne,  to  Portland,  all  of  whom  became  settlers  within  the  county 
before  the  close  of  the  year  1833.  Among  those  who  came  in  1834  were 
Franklin  Chubb  and  Nathan  Benjamin,  who  located  in  what  is  now  Lyons 
township ;  George  W.  Case,  Horace  Case  and  the  Connor  brothers,  in  Easton ; 
John  McKelvey  and  Gadd  Bunnell,  in  Ionia  township. 

In  the  year  1835  the  population-  of  the  county  was  still  further  increased 
by  the  settlement  of  Alonzo  Sessions  and  brother.  Job,  tn  Berlin  township; 
Chancellor  Barringer,  in  Danby,  and  Selah  Arms,  the  first  settler  in  Orange. 
The  great  influx  of  immigrants  from  New  York  to  Mtdiigan  in  1836  and 
the  establishment  of  a  United  States  land  office  in  the  village  of  Ionia  were 
causes  ^\'hich  e^reatly  increased  the  number  of  inhal>itants  over  the  entire 
county,  and,  in  fact,  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

SEI.ECTION  OF  A  COUNTY  SEAT. 

Early  in  1833  the  Indian  traders  and  their  employees,  then  the  only 
white  people  residing  in  the  county,  inaugurated  measures  looking  toward 
the  establishment  of  a  county  scat,  they  sending  a  petition  to  Governor 
Porter,  in  March  of  that  year,  asking  that  commissioners  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose.  Before  any  action  wiis  taken,  Samuel  l^xter  and  his  asso- 
ciates arrived  and  settled  permanently  on  and  near  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Tonia.  The  county  seat  question  at  once  l)ecame  ifjipermost  in  their 
minds,  and  in  July  nf  the  same  year  they  also  forwarded  a  (letition  to  Gov- 
ernor For^rr  askinj^:  that  coninii.<!Sioners  l>e  appointed  to  detennuie  n\K)n  4 
place  suitable  for  the  erection  of  a  court  house  and  other  county  buildings. 
Unfortunately  the  new  countv  oi  Ionia  possessed  two  localities  deemed 
advantageous  for  the  establishment  of  a  county  seat,  according  to  the  loca- 
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tion  of  the  settler.  One  party  was  composed  of  the  original  settlers  of  Ionia 
city  and  that  vicinity,  while  their  opponents  were  their  neighbors  up  the 
river  at  Lyons*  assisted  by  the  early  residents  of  the  township  of  Portland. 
As  a  consequence  there  were  two  opposing  parties,  each  striving  for  mastery. 

In  September,  1833,  Governor  Porter  appointed  a  commission  to  locate 
the  county  seat,  they  visiting  this  city  in  the  latter  part  of  October.  After 
due  deliberation,  tlie  commissioners  made  choice  of  lands  owned  by  Samuel 
1  ifxtf r,  situated  in  the  north  half  of  section  iq,  township  7  north*  range  6 
west,  that  being  the  present  site  of  the  cr)unty  buildings. 

The  news  of  their  deiernnnaTion  and  proceedinjjs  was  soon  noised 
abroad,  and  remonstrances  were  iorwardecj  to  the  C.i.n  rrnor  by  those  oppos- 
ing the  selection  of  that  location.  Governor  I'orier  died,  July  6,  1834, 
without  having  contirmcd  by  proclamation  the  iinding  of  this  commission; 
neither  did  he  order  a  revision  of  their  work  by  the  appointment  of  another 
commission.  Hon.  Stevens  T.  Mason  then  became  governor,  and  the  light 
was  renewed  before  him.  However,  soon  after  assuming  the  duties  of  the 
office  he  became  involved  in  a  warm  dispute  with  the  authorities  of  the  state 
of  Ohio  regarding  the  boundary  line  between  these  two  states.  His  Excel- 
lency devoted  nearly  his  entire  time  to  this  controversy,  and  matters  per- 
taining to  the  Ionia  county  struggle  were  considered  too  insignificant  for 
attention  at  that  time.  However,  the  inhabitants  of  this  locality  became 
restive  under  the  long  delay  and  the  non-api^earance  of  a  proclamation  con- 
firming the  report  of  the  commissioners.  Then  petitions  were  again  circu- 
lated and  forwarded  to  the  Governor,  which  seem  to  have  settled  the  matter. 
Although  there  seems  to  be' no  record  of  the  precise  date  of  the  proclama- 
tion ronfirminpf  the  report  of  the  commi<;sion.  it  is  certain  that  it  wa?  issued 
during  the  latter  part  of  i<S35  or  early  in  1836,  and  the  seat  of  justice  in 
Ionia  county  still  remains  where  it  was  first  located  in  the  fall  of  1833. 

PIONEER  HARDSHIPS. 

People  of  this  generation,  reared  among  the  conveniences  of  the  twen- 
tieth century,  know  absolutely  nothing  of  the  hardships  and  pleasures 
attendant  upon  pioneer  life.  The  attractiveness  of  our  beautiful  farms  and 
picturesque  landscapes,  dotted  here  and  there  with  neat  and  substantial  resi- 
dences and  modem  farm  buildings,  present  a  very  pleasing  picture  as  well 
as  a  strong  contrast  to  the  humble  log  cabin  of  the  thirties,  whose  walls 
sheltered  a  few  articles  of  rude  furniture,  while  the  stumf^  in  the  dooryards 
were  the  repositories  for  the  cross-cut  saw,  the  beetle  and  the  ax.  Many 
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of  the  men  who  were  very  largely  instrumental  in  the  development  of  this 
immediate  locality  were  bom  beneath  these  humble  roofs,  their  infantile 
cries  being  hushed  by  a  mother's  soft  lullaby  as  she  rocked  them  to  sleep 
in  a  cradle  improvised  from  a  basswood  sugar  trough. 

The  early  settlers  comings  into  the  new  country  found  themselves  sub- 
ject to  the  pressinjii;;  demands  of  nature.  Away  from  civilization,  yet  they 
must  live.  After  the  first  meager  stock  of  .•^iip})lies  was  exhausted,  they 
were  obliged  to  go  out  after  more,  the  nearest  reh'able  points  then  being 
Pontjac  and  (inmd  Tlaveii,  several  days'  journey  distant  and  through  dense 
forests  and  over  roads  almost  impassable  for  travel,  even  on  foot.  From 
these  points  must  come  all  provisions,  flour,  etc.,  as  well  as  all  mail.  How 
great  is  the  contrast  between  the  conditions  of  the  thirties  and  the  present, 
when  the  farmer  can  sit  in  his  comfortaUe  home  and  telephone  the  mer- 
chant, miller  or  doctor  for  the  necessities  of  the  occasion,  and,  while  waiting 
their  ddivery,  read  his  daily  paper,  delivered  at  his  door  by  die  carriers  of 
the  rural  free  delivery  service.  The  younger  people  who  know  none  of  the 
privations  of  pioneer  life  cannot  fully  apprciate  the  conveniences  of  the 
modem  homes  and  times. 

FIRST  THINGS. 

The  hrst  frame  iiouse  built  in  the  city  of  Ionia  was  that  of  Doctor 
Lincoln,  erected  in  1834. 

The  first  white  child  bom  was  Eugene,  son  of  Darius  Winsor,  and 
whose  tHrtfa  occurred  August  12,  1833. 

The  first  death  in  the  new  settlement  was  also  in  the  family  oi  Darius 
Winsor,  being  their  six-year-old  daughter,  in  the  fall  of  1833. 

The  first  wedding  in  the  settlement  was  that  of  Doctor  W.  B.  Lincoln 
to  Anthy  P.,  daughter  of  Oliver  Amold,  the  marriage  taking  place  on  Sun- 
day, July  5,  1835,  Squire  Dexter  performing  the  ceremony. 

The  first  railroad  to  enter  either  the  dty  or  county  of  Ionia  was  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Detroit,  Gt^d  Haven  &  Milwaukee  division  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  system.  That  section  of  this  road  between  Detroit  and 
Pontiac  was  commenced  as  early  as  1834,  but  it  was  not  until  1838  that 
even  that  section  was  operated.  Then  the  rails  were  of  wood,  the  cars  of 
a  most  inferior  class  and  propelled  by  horse-power.  By  degrees  this  road 
was  improved,  developed,  extended  and  consolidated  with  other  projects 
until  it  reached  this  city  in  the  fall  of  1857,  and  in  November,  1858,  was 
completed  through  to  Grand  flaven. 
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TRADERS  AMD  TAVERNS. 

In  the  fall  of  1836  old  Coon  Ten  Ejrck,  of  Nortiivillc,  Michigan,  con- 
cluded that  Ionia  offered  a  good  opening  for  a  merchant,  and  so  he  arranged 
to  send  his  son  William  up  there,  in  company  with  John  Lloyd,  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  a  <;t(>re.  Lloyd  and  Ten  EycV  rented  Samuel  Dcxter's 
barn,  and  engaged  I'.zekiel  Welch,  then  captain  oi  the  pole-boat  "Davy 
Crockett,"  to  bring  up  a  load  oi  good.s  from  ( irand  Haven.  Welch  set  sail 
from  Ionia  on  September  28,  having  on  lx;arcl  twcnty-eighl  passengers  for 
Grand  Rapids,  at  one  dollar  a  head.  Those  who  were  in  a  hurry  lent  a 
hand  in  poling  the  boat;  tho>e  who  had  leisure  took  matters  lazily.  Welch 
got  ihc  goods  and  brought  them  up  as  far  as  Utic.t  ianding,  now  in  Easton, 
whence  they  were  hauled  by  teams  to  Ionia,  for  the  river  above  was  tficn 
too  low  for  a  boat.  Lloyd  and  Ten  Eyck  used  Dcxter's  bam  until  they 
could  put  up  a  store-building,  which  was  simply  a  hastily^constructed  block- 
house. It  occupied  the  comer  of  Main  and  Third  streets,  known  as  the 
"grab-store,"  because  of  the  high  prices  charged  by  Lloyd  for  goods.  Lloyd 
used  to  say,  in  explanation,  that  it  cost  a  heap  to  get  goods  down  the  river, 
and  he  was  bound  to  make  lonians  pay  for  them.  In  December,  1837,  they 
received  a  load  of  goods,  by  the  steamer  "Governor  Mason,"  and  it  may 
be  that  they  were  enabled  after  that  to  put  prices  down  to  a  decent  figure. 
The  second  store  was  opened  by  M.  J.  Youngs,  his  being  a  hardware  store. 
He  afterward  occupied  the  comer  of  Main  and  Kidd  streets,  where  he  was 
doing  business  in  1837,  and  where  he  eventually  failed 

There  no  villaf^e  tavern  until  early  in  1838.  although  there  were 
hoarding-houses  before  that,  Asa  S{x?nccr,  in  1836,  opening  the  first  one. 
The  Iratne  for  the  structure,  which  was  called  the  Eagle  Tavern,  was,  how- 
ever, raised  in  July,  1837,  htit  the  enterprise  was  left  uncomjrfeted,  until 
1843,  when  Abel  Avery  bought  and  finished  it.  christening  it  the  "Grand 
River  Kagle.**  Samuel  Dexter  wanted  a  ta\ern  lor  the  town  and,  with 
J.  W.  Brown,  register  of  the  land  office;  Cyrus  Tovcll  and  others,  formed 
what  was  known  as  the  Ionia  House  Company,  for  the  purposes  of  building 
a  tavern  to  be  called  the  Ionia  House.  A  site  was  chosen  on  the  comer  now 
occupied  by  the  Bailey  House,  and  Jeremiah  Eaton,  a  hotise^bailder  of 
Herkimer  county,  New  York,  was  induced,  by  the  promise  of  a  liberal  inter- 
est in  the  company,  to  come  out  and  build  die  tavern.  As  before  observed, 
the  frame  was  raised  in  July,  1837,  and  a  kitchen  fim'shed,  but  by  that  time 
the  affair  had  gone  in  expenditure  so  far  beyond  the  expectations  of  the 
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projectors  that  they  got  disheartened  and  refused  to  push  it  any  farther. 
So  it  was  left  in  an  untinished  state,  and  the  lonia  House  Company  became 
a  tiling  of  the  past.  The  failure  stimulated  Kz^iel  Welch  to  try  his  hand 
at  tavem-keqting  and,  as  was  seen,  he  made  success  of  it  Welch  had  come 
to  the  town  in  1836,  was  captain  of  a  poleboat  on  the  river  that  year,  and 
the  following  year  and  early  in  the  year  1838  opened  the  first  tavern  known 
to  the  history  of  Ionia. 

The  second  tavern  was  opened  by  William  McGmsland  on  April  18, 
1838.  The  building  was  called  the  Cottage  Inn,  and  was  afterward  kept 
by  Ez^el  Welch.  In  1843  Abel  Avery  having  bought  the  unfinished  Ionia 
House  of  Samuel  Dexter,  for  a  stodc  of  Yankee  notions  and  leather, 
opened  it.  • 

The  year  1836  was  a  year  frau^t  with  importance  to  the  village,  for 

it  was  (inring-  that  period  that  the  United  States  located  a  land  office  at  that 
point.  On  Septeml>er  -lo,  of  that  year,  the  office  was  opened,  on  Mam 
street,  and  there  set  in  at  once  a  steady  and  voluminous  flow  of  land-seekers 
and  speculators  to  that  center,  which  in  a  trice  seemed  to  have  awakened 
from  the  quiet  features  of  a  backwoods  settlement  to  the  busthng,  stirring 
and  well-nigh  dislraciing  elements  of  a  cuuntv  village  m  fair  time.  The 
rush  for  lands  was  something  quite  remarkable,  and  applicants  were  fre- 
quently compelled  to  wait  for  weeks  before  they  could  get  a  chance  to  make 
an  entry.  The  crowd  was  hungry  and  must  be  fed  and  lodged.  The  citi- 
zens were,  of  course,  not  averse  to  entertaining  them,  provided  pay  was 
forthcoming,  and,  as  mon^  was  plentiful,  customers  did  not  haggle  about 
the  prices  charged. 

The  inroad  vnpon  the  stock  of  provisions  compelled  new  supplies  to  be 
iMxmght  from  Detroit  or  Pontiac  and,  although  it  was  a  stru^le  between 
supply  and  demand,  supply  managed,  through  heroic  exertions,  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  occasion,  albeit  it  was  tough  business  hauling  goods 
from  Detroit,  especially  when  the  ground  was  frozen.  Thirty  days  to 
Detroit  and  back  was  not  considered  a  long  trip 

President  Jackson's  war  upon  the  United  States  bank  brought  oceans 
of  worthless  we«terTi  l>ank-notes  into  circulation,  and  money  was  almost  as 
plentiful  as  water.  Speculation  ran  rampant  and  fortunes  were  made  rap- 
idly. The  turn  in  the  tide  came  with  the  issue  of  Jackson's  specie  circular 
and  Ionia  suffered  some  under  the  ])\o\v.  The  check  was  a  sudden  one  and 
gave  the  little  settlement  a  set-back,  but  the  blight  was  but  temporary.  The 
reaction  came  in  due  season  and  then  set  in  the  era  of  substantial  advance- 
ment which  strengthened  and  expanded  with  the  march  of  time. 
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A  writer  of  that  time  tliiis  deals  with  the  situation:  "Tlie  locniion  of 
the  land  office  at  Ionia  was  the  occasion  of  public  rejoicing,  but  it  proved 
a  very  unfortunate  thing;  for  the  county.  At  the  very  beginning  when  the 
mania  for  speculating  in  wild  lands  was  raging  and  the  fever  at  its  extreme 
height,  the  land  office  was  opened — in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  tract  of  the 
most  valuable  lands  just  thrown  upon  the  market — ^by  officers  so  devoid  of 
all  sense  of  honor  as  to  practice  daily  in  open  daylight  the  most  barefaced 
frauds  upon  poor  men,  who  desired  small  tracts  to  live  upon,  and  criminal 
favoritism  in  the  interest  of  those  who  had  money  to  bribe  them  and  to 
secure  great  numbers  of  acres  to  hold  wild  and  waste. 

"Just  at  that  time  President  Jackson's  specie  circular  came  in  force, 
and  that  enabled  greedy  officials  to  swindle  honest  purchasers  in  detail  and 
in  bulk. 

"The  resuU  is  soon  told.  Those  who  came  to  buy  land  to  make  them- 
selves homes,  soon  becnnu-  di^^ai-tei!  and  left,  ft  ma\  be  wondered  why 
they  did  not  tear  dinvii  the  land  otticc  and  the  olTue  of  the  broker."' 

The  hrst  Fourtli  ul  July  celebratuin  in  Ionia  took  place  in  i8V)  and 
was  a  great  event.  Alonzo  Sessions  delivered  the  oration  and  Ihonias 
Cornell  provided  the  feast  of  solids. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1841,  Thomas  Cornell  and  Alexander  F.  Bell, 
surveyors,  laid  out  for  Samuel  Dexter  the  village  of  Ionia  County  Seat,  on 
the  north  half  of  section  19,  in  township  7  north,  range  6  west.  The  line 
of  survey  commenced  at  a  stone  set  south  nine  degrees  and  thirty  minutes 
east,  distance  one  hundred  and  fifty  links  from  a  stump  known  as  the  county- 
stake  of  Ionia  county.  Said  stone  lay  north  forty  degrees  thirty  minutes, 
west  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  links,  from  the  northwestern  comer  of 
the  upright  part  of  the  house  built  by  Joseph  W.  Brown. 

On  August  25,  1 84 1,  the  plat  of  Warner's  addition  to  Tonia  County 
Seat  was  recorded  as  having  been  surveyed  by  A.  F.  Bell,  and  beginning 
at  a  point  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  19  aforesaid,  fifty  links  west- 
erly on  the  north  line  of  the  Main  street.  On  November  9.  1854.  James 
M.  Kidd  and  Hampton  Rich  platted  an  addition,  and  on  Novenil>cr  21),  t85:;, 
Merritt  and  York's  addition  to  the  village  of  Tonia  Conntv  Seat  was  recorded. 
In  June,  1857,  Samuel  \.  .Alderman  surveyed  Titus  Merritt's  addition. 

One  may  very  naturally  say.  these  pioneers  must  have  endured  great 
privations  and  sufferings.  There  are  none  of  the  pioneer  settlers  now  living 
who  do  not  look  back  with  pleasure  to  the  days  when  an  untrodden  wilder- 
ness surrounded  them  and  when  the  nearest  settlement  was  a  hundred  miles 
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away.  The  memories  of  those  days  are  full  of  sweetness  of  real  life — a  life 
characterized  by  virtuous  and  noUe  aspirations.  Never  before  did  husband 
and  wife  so  realize  their  oneness;  never  was  the  family  union  so  complete 
and  perfect,  or  neighbors  live  in  such  peace  and  joyful  fdlowshtp.  Not 
that  they  were  different  from  other  men,  but  their  circumstances  and  sur- 
roundings were  favorable  for  the  development  of  the  noblest  qualities,  the 
stirring  up  of  the  gentler  impulses  and  awakening  of  the  kindlier  feelii^ 
that  insure  mutual  sympathy  and  help.  Helping  others,  they  helped  them- 
selves; seeking  to  make  others  happy,  they  increased  their  own  happiness. 
They  were  delighted  with  their  new  location.  Everything  was  yet  to  be 
done,  and  they  rejoiced  in  doing  it.  Every  new  acre  of  improvement  pro- 
duced a  thrill  of  joy  in  the  household.  Every  friiit-trcc  planted  was  watched 
over  with  an  increasing  interest  as  the  family  estimated  the  time  when  it 
would  yield  them  its  ripened  fruit.  Every  new  building  erected  by  them- 
selves or  others  marked  the  advancing  tide  of  civilization  and  all  were 
jubilant  over  it. 

No  man  who  has  come  into  the  possession  ot  a  patrimony,  with  the 
lands  all  cultivated,  buildings  completed,  fruit  trees  in  bearing  condition, 
the  surrounding  villages  grown  to  a  stand-still,  can  have  a  just  appreciation 
of  the  vitalizing  power  and  life-giving  energy  embodied  in  pioneer  life,  or 
the  abiding  pleasure  with  which  the  early  pioneer  looks  back  to  the  days 
when  the  wilderness  was  made  to  blossom  as  the  rose. 

IONIA  VILLAGE  IN  184$. 

"Squire"  A  B  t  lark,  a  justice  of  the  peace  m  Ionia  City,  came  to 
the  town  with  his  father  in  the  summer  of  1845,  latter  having  come 
from  Oakland  county  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  m  Pontiac  for  several 
years.  A.  B.  Clark  was  then  a  lad  of  fifteen  and  the  impressions  of  time, 
place,  and  circumstance  made  upon  him  at  that  period  have  remained  with 
him  to  this  day,  with  such  keenness  of  recollection  that  he  calls  to  mind 
vividly  and  in  elaborate  detail  the  condition  of  Ionia  in  the  summer  of  1&1.5. 
From  First  street  down  to  and  lieyond  nexter'<«  red  mill,  he  names,  on  Main 
street,  residents,  storekeepers,  and  all  others  abiding  thereon  with  such 
minute  exactness  that  one  is  forced  to  compliment  the  performance  as  a 
remarkable  feat  of  memory. 

Following  his  chain  of  description,  the  north  side  of  Main  street,  in 
the  summer  of  1845,  may  be  pictured  as  follows:  At  the  wraer  of  First 
and  Main  streets  was  the  Baptist  church  and  just  north  of  it  the  Episcopal 
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church.  West  on  Main  street  was  the  residence  of  Osmond  Tower  and  next 
to  it  Mr.  Tower's  fanning-mill  factory.  Still  farther  along  was  S,  B.  Wor- 
den's  cabinet-shop  and  residence,  and  on  which  later  was  the  Sherman 
House,  stood  the  residence  of  John  Tompkins,  the  blacksmith.  Tompkins 
enlarged  his  residence  in  1848  and  opened  it  as  a  tavern  called  The  Exchange. 
When  The  Exchange  was  burned,  Tompkins  built  the  Sherman  House  and 
kept  it  until  his  death.  On  the  comer  where  the  Second  National  Bank 
stood  was  Tompkins'  blacksmith  shop.  Where  M.  J.  Young's  hardware 
store  stood  was  the  Cottage  Inn  then  vacant  That  tavern  was  built  by 
William  McCausland,  and  by  him  opened  in  1838  as  one  of  the  pioneer 
institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  village.  West  was  the  residence  of  Steptoe 
Brown,  a  carpenter;  beyond  him,  A.  F.  Carr's  house;  next  west,  the  Parks 
lot,  into  the  house  which  W.  C.  rinrk  moved  when  he  came  to  town,  and  on 
which  also  Cornelius  lilvert,  a  tailor,  lu'cd  Then  there  was  the  hoti<=e  of 
P.cnicimin  Harter  (a  clerk  for  james  M.  Kidd  >  and  on  the  corner  ot  Main 
ami  i  hud  streets  to  tht  opposite  corner,  the  exploration  reached  the  "grab- 
store,"'  huilt  by  Jr>hn  Lloyd,  and  then  kept  by  Charles  M.  Moseman. 

Moseman's  "'^i ab-store"  (so  called  while  Juhu  Lloyd  owned  it,  and 
thus  designated  ever  atterward)  was  a  place  of  popular  resort,  or,  more 
appropriately  speakmg.  "the  general  loafing-place  of  the  town."  George 
M.  Mills  had  succeeded  John  Lloyd  in  its  possession  and  to  Mills  succeeded 
Charles  M.  Moseman,  a  sometime  Mormon  preacher  of  Nauvoo,  Illinois. 
Next  west  of  the  "grab-store"  was  E.  S.  Johnson,  tailor  and  postmaster, 
and  next  west  of  him  was  Doctor  W.  B.  Lincoln.  Then  there  was  the  resi- 
dence of  the  widow  of  William  Dallas  (who  had  served  as  register  of  deeds 
and  died  in  1842),  the  house  and  the  shop  of  Elijah  Kirkham,  carpenter 
and  joiner  and  local  "character";  the  office  of  the  Ionia  Journal  (whose 
editor,  1.  W.  Robinson,  lived  on  Washington  street  just  north  of  his  office), 
and  the  house  of  Samuel  Dexter,  whose  place  extended  to  the  corner  of 
Dexter  and  Main  streets.  Westward  of  Dexter's,  in  lonely  solitude,  stood 
the  re5?t(iences  of  Samuel  Smith,  Ethan  S.  Johnson  and  Erastus  Yeomans, 
between  which  latter  residence^;  was  the  village  school  house. 

On  the  soutli  side  of  Main  street,  beginning  at  the  eastern  end,  was 
the  Eagle  hotel,  on  the  Baik\'  House  site.  Abel  Avery  completed  the  Eagle 
hotel  in  1843,  ''^^  ^^45  ^^^^  '^'^P^  ^'X  Welch.  Abel  Avery  lived 
just  west  of  the  Eagle  hotel,  and  west  of  his  hotise  was  Ezekiel  Welch's 
tavern.  Beyond  was  Daniel  Baxter's  wagon  and  repair-shop  (south  of 
which  lived  Doctor  Norton  Beckwith),  and  west  of  the  corner  of  Second 
street  the  resident  of  B.  Preston,  an  employee  of  Ethan  S.  Johnson.  West 
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of  Preston's  was  the  UniteiJ  States  hind  office  and  Doctor  Alanson  (  uincli  s 
(.{rug  store,  in  one  loriier  of  which  Judge  L  S.  Lowell  had  his  law-offic€. 
Back  of  the  drug  store  was  Doctor  Comell's  residence.  Merritt  Fisher 
lived  in  the  next  house  and  next  to  him  was  the  building  first  used  as  the 
Ionia  land  office,  but  then  occupied  by  Ira  Porter,  a  lawyer  Westward  were 
Daniel  Clapsaddle,  shoemaker,  and  Jonathan  Tibbitts,  harness-maker.  The 
southeast  comer  of  Main  and  Third  streets  was  occu(>ied  by  a  vacant  store, 
into  which,  in  the  fall  of  1835,  James  M.  Kidd  moved  a  stock  of  goods  and 
began  trading.  On  the  sotithwest  comer  of  Main  and  Third  streets  A.  F. 
Carr  was  carrying  on  a  store  for  Daniel  Ball,  of  (irand  Rapids,  and  west  of 
him  was  the  residence  of  Mason  Hearsey,  the  blacksmith  sho[)  of  Philander 
Hind?,  the  wai^^on-shop  of  John  Miller  Tin  the  lo?  hotisc  fHtilt  !>y  Samnel 
Di'xtcr  when  he  reached  li'iiia  i.  Sruiiuel  Dexter's  barn,  Danit^l  I'^argo's  meat- 
market  (  Fari^ij  was  Samuel  Dexier  s  father-in-law),  and  then  J>^xter's  red 
grist-mill,  where  the  Novelty  mill  stood.  West  of  that,  on  the  south  side, 
Main  street  was  a  waste.  At  the  corner  of  Main  and  Kiss  streets  was  a 
vacant  store,  originally  occupied  by  Park.s  &  Warner.  It  was  the  second 
store  built  in  Ionia,  hut  happened  to  be  too  far  out  of  tlie  way  for  business 
and  did  not  have  a  very  long  lease  of  life.  When  Parks  &  Warner  built  it 
they  though  perhaps  that  Brown's  village  at  Prairie  Creek  might  become  the 
county  seat,  and  thought,  perhaps,  that  Dexter's  town  might  be  chosen.  At 
all  events,  the  supposition  was  that  they  wished  to  strike  a  happy  mean,  and 
therefore  got  pretty  well  out  of  the  way  of  either  place.  Hampton  Rich, 
justice  of  the  peace.  lived  nearby,  also  Lorenzo  Dexter,  and  Lawson  S.  War- 
ner lived  on  eastward  towards  Prairie  Creek. 

THE  VILLAGE  INCORFOUATED. 

Under  the  general  law  the  village  of  Ionia  was  incoriK)rated  by  the 
board  of  supervisors,  October  13,  1857.  The  corporate  Umits  were  described 
as  "all  that  tract  of  cotmtry  sitiuited  in  the  township  of  Ionia,  in  the  county 
of  Ionia,  and  lieing  the  whole  of  section  19,  north  of  the  Grand  river,  and 
the  west  half  of  section  20,  lying  north  of  the  t)anks  of  the  Grand  river,  all 
in  town  7  north,  range  6  west."  The  villagers  never  took  very  kindly  to  the 
charter,  as  it  was  generally  nndertsood  that  it  was  not  what  was  needed. 
Nevertheless,  there  was  a  show  of  ort^Mnization.  and  until  ]H(m  elections 
were  held.  .\.  F.  Bell  was  chosen  village  pre.^ident  in  1857;  -^^  ^-  <  lark, 
village  clerk,  and  I'rancjs  Ik  Minier,  villag^e  marshal  So  little  interest  was 
taken  iii  the  progress  of  the  coqx)ration  history  after  1857  that  the  village 
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rt'curdii  were  cast  aside  as  worthless  and  lost,  and.  as  nit-iuury  ta!l.>  lo  oupply 
the  record,  no  data  can  be  given  touchmg  what  the  viUage  did  as  a  corpora- 
tion between  1857  and  i860.  When  the  period  for  holding  the  election  of 
i860  loomed  up,  it  was  discovered  that  the  village  clerk,  A.  6.  Clark,  had 
resigned,  and  as  under  the  law  the  village  clerk  was  the  party  ordained  to 
call  the  election,  the  outlook  for  an  election  appeared  to  be  dubious.  In  this 
condition  of  things  public  sentiment  seeme<l  to  incline  towards  doing  nothing 
about  it :  and  nothing  being  done  about  it,  the  corporation  collapsed,  and  the 
village  resumed  its  former  position  as  a  ward  of  the  township. 

INCORPORATED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

After  mriini.titiiner  an  inactive  existenie  n;;iil  1865.  the  village  was  rein- 
corporated by  legislative  act  approved  February  17,  1865.  The  limits  incor- 
porated are  descrilDed  in  the  act  as  follow:  "All  the  tract  of  county  sit- 
uated in  the  county  of  Ionia,  being  in  township  7  north,  range  6  west,  com- 
mencing on  the  south  bank  of  the  Grand  river  where  the  same  is  inter- 
sected by  the  west  Une  of  the  township  of  Ionia ;  thence  easterly  along  the 
south  bank  of  the  Grand  river  to  the  point  where  the  north  and  south  quar- 
ter line  of  section  20  intersects  the  south  bank  of  the  Grand  river;  thence 
north  on  the  quarter  line  to  the  north  quarter  post  of  section  20;  thence 
west  along  the  north  section  line  of  section  20  to  the  northwest  comer 
thereof;  thence  north  on  the  section  line  between  the  sections  17  and  18  to 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  18;  thence  west 
along  the  center  line  running  east  and  west  in  section  18,  to  the  township 
line  between  the  to\vnshi|>«  of  Tonia  nnd  F.ri'^ton;  thence  south  on  the  town- 
ship line  to  the  '^onlh  bank  of  the  (iiand  rixci." 

The  first  election  was  oiaU  red  to  be  heki  at  Anirihlett's  hall  on  the  first 
Monday  in  Marcfi  ensuini<,  and  it  was  further  provided  that  the  officers  to 
be  annually  elected  should  be  a  president,  trustees  and  marshal. 

INCORPORATED  AS  A  CITY. 

The  act  incorporating  Ionia  as  a  city  was  approved  on  March  21,  1873. 
The  territory  set  off  to  the  city  is  described  as  "all  that  tract  of  land  in 
Ionia  county  located  within  the  following  limits,  to>wit:  Commencing  at  a 
point  eighty  rods  north  of  the  north  quarter  post  of  section  20.  in  town  7 
north,  rang  6  west;  thence  running  due  west  to  a  point  eighty  rods  west  of 
the  west  township  line  of  Ionia;  thence  due  south  to  the  center  of  the  Grand 
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river;  thence  alunq^  the  center  of  the  said  river  ta.^tLtly  to  a  jjoint  where  the 
norlh  and  .south  {(uartcr  line  of  -ection  20,  if  extended  across  sai(!  river, 
would  intersect  the  center  (jf  the  river;  thence  due  north  to  tlie  place  of 
beginning." 

The  first  election  in  the  new  city  of  Tonta  was  held  on  April  8,  1873, 
ami  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  following  gentlemen  as  the  first  corps  of 
city  officials:  Mayor,  J*'rederick  Hall;  city  clerk,  Hiram  A.  Chapman: 
treasurer,  Joseph  J..  Hudson;  collector,  Charles  W.  Stone;  justices  of  the 
peace,  John  M.  Stacy,  Sylvester  Taylor.  William  B.  Thomas,  Henry  Mit- 
chdl;  constables,  Daniel  P.  Chapman.  TTenry  Ramlr.w,  Andrew  J.  Welch, 
Oscar  Dean.  Aldermen:  First  ward,  G.  F.  D.  Wilson.  A.  B.  Morse:  sec- 
ond ward,  George  McMullen,  John  H.  Tnhbs:  third  ward.  Osmond  Tower. 
John  T..  Taylor;  fourth  ward  F  H.  Hutchinson,  William  W.  Mitchell; 
supervisors.  Mason  Hearsey.  Chauncey  Waterbury. 

MAYORS. 

The  mayors  chosen  from  1874  to  the  present  time  are  as  follow: 
George  W,  Webber,  1874  75:  James  M,  Kidd.  1876-78:  E  H  Stanton. 
1879-80;  James  M  Kidd.  1881 ;  .\.  B.  Mor.sc.  1882;  A  J  \Vebl>er.  r.^83; 
George  S.  Cooper,  1S84;  Collcy  B.  Wisner.  1885;  John  Doyle,  1886  .  T  homas 
K.  McGarry,  1887;  Humphrey  R.  Wagar.  1888;  Michael  \  Steele.  i88(): 
Adol])hus  A  KHis.  1890-01:  F.  M.  Davis,  1892:  George  Gnntlruin.  iSo;^; 
John  B.  Chaddock.  1804:  ('tegg  Williams.  1895-06:  A.  A.  ElHs.  1897-99: 
Tames  S^cully,  igcxi-or;  johu  F.  Bible,  1902-03;  K.  C.  Miller,  1904:  E.  F. 
Gallagher,  1905;  Robert  Baerd,  1906;  J.  F.  Bible.  1907;  George  F.  VVmch- 
ell.  1908;  R.  A,  Redemsky.  1909:  Harvey  E.  Kidder,  1910-11;  Fred  F. 
Woifcman,  1912;  Fred  W.  Green.  1913-16. 

SUPERVISORS. 

The  stipervisor  for  the  hrst  and  second  ward  Ims  been: 
Sylvester  Ta\hir.  1X74  7^;  i:.  R.  Chnbb,  1877 :  Svlvester  Taylor.  1878- 
80;  John  B  Hutchiiis,  i<S<Si-.S4;  Alfred  H.  Geek.  i885-<><>:  Henry  Voelker. 
1900-04.'  In  \^)<y^  there  was  a  suj/ci  visor  elected  from  both  the  hrst  and 
second  wards  ajid  thev  have  coiuinaed  to  be  represented  by  a  separate  super- 
visor since  that  time.  Henry  Voelker  rei)resented  the  second  ward  from 
1905-09;  J.  C.  Taylor,  1910-13;  James  H.  Laden.  1914-16.  The  first  ward 
has  been  represented  since  1905  by  the  followittg:   Alfred  II.  Geek.  1905; 
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Henry  G.  Wright,  1906-07;  William  L.  Amphlett  1908;  Fred  R.  Caine, 
1909-16. 

Beginning  with  1874  the  supervisor  for  the  third  aiid  fourth  wards 
has  been:  Chauncey  Waterbury,  1874-83:  Charles  K.  Calkins,  1886-87; 
James  L  jcnninsrs.  1888;  Gregg  Williams,  1889-92;  David  C.  Crawford. 
1893-95;  John  Taylor.  1895-rqoj  ;  Tames  A.  Sage.  1902;  Benjamin  R. 
Covert,  1903;  William  W.  Tnman.  1904.  In  1905  William  W.  Tnman  was 
chosen  to  re])rfsent  the  fonrtli  ward,  which  liad  !>ecn  g'iven  a  separate  si!(>er- 
visor  ju^t  as  the  first  ami  second.  Mr.  Inmati  is  still  servins:^  this  ward  in 
the  satiu'  capacity.  Since  1905  the  fctllow  111^'  ha\e  been  elected  from  the 
third  ward:    Benjamin  R.  Covert.  1905-14;  A.  T.  Montgomery,  1915-16. 

MUNICIPAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

In  the  forty-four  years  since  Ionia  became  a  city  great  advancement 
has  been  made  in  the  way  of  municipal  improvements,  and  the  feeling  is  that 
the  city  in  a  general  way  has  been  well  governed;  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  has  been  carefully  and  consistently  looked  after  to  the  end  that  the 
city  has  received  as  good  value  as  po.ssible  for  all  moneys  paid  for  public 
necessities  and  improvement?; 

In  mimicipal  iniprovcments  the  city  rif  Ionia  is  ftillv  np  with  other  cities 
of  her  size,  and  10  a  considerable  nnniber  rit  them  sets  an  example  of  what 
may  be  accuniplished  by  thrift,  enterprise  and  plenty  01  public  spirit. 

The  public  schools  of  the  city  arc  unexcelled  in  any  place  of  equal  size 
in  the  state  of  Michigan,  and  this  excellent  educational  S3rstem  has  won  much 
praise  from  the  outside  world. 

The  city  has  a  very  complete  water  system  for  domestic  purposes  *^nd 
fire  protection;  a  strong  and  thoroughly  equipped  fire  department  furnishes 
excellent  protection  and  makes  insurance  rates  as  low  as  can  be  found  in 
any  city  of  like  size  in  Michigan. 

Main  street  has  been  paved  with  brick  for  a  distance  of  over  one  mile. 
The  city  has  gas  and  electric  lii^lif  companies  engaged  tn  the  business  of 
public  and  conTmercial  lighting.  The  Western  Union  and  postal  telegraph 
companies  reach  Ionia,  while  the  Citizens'  and  Michigan  Bell  telephone  com- 
panies maintain  exchanges  here. 

»  TOE  CITY  HALL. 

The  Ionia  city  hall,  which  is  located  just  across  from  the  federal  build- 
ing, was  the  first  public  structure  erected  in  the  county  of  Ionia.   In  April, 
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1907,  the  bonds  of  the  city  for  $20,000  were  voted  for  the  erection  of  the 
city  hall.  This  election  was  carried  and  plans  were  immediately  l)cgun  for 
the  erection  of  building  which  wonld  house  all  of  the  city  officials.  Just  at 
this  time,  however,  the  armory  question  came  up  and  it  was  decided  to  use 

half  of  the  money  to  bring  the  armory  to  Ionia.  Tn  consequence,  the  plans 
for  the  city  hail  had  to  he  revised.  The  plans  which  were  approved  pro- 
vided for  a  hnilding  seventy  by  htt\  feet,  which  wonld  cost  in  the  neitrh- 
horhood  of  $12,000.  Several  of  the  officers'  rooms  were  to  l)c  on  the  first 
floor,  while  the  second  floor  was  to  contain  tiie  eonncil  room  and  )x»ar(i  of 
cducutiuii.  i  he  contract  was  let  to  liaiihiigel  Brothers  for  appruxnuaieiy 
$12,000.  The  comer  stone  was  set  on  September  11,  1908.  On  September 
30,  1909,  the  dedicatory  services  for  the  city  hall  were  held. 

THE  SOLDIERS  AND  SAILOBS  MONUMENT. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  report  of  the  October  session,  1886,  of 

the  hoard  of  supervisors :  'To  the  hoard  of  supervisors  of  Ionia  county, 
we,  the  undersTgned  memliers  ot  the  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic,  ask  of 
your  honorable  liody  the  privilei^e  of  the  erection  of  a  suldiers  and  sailors 
monument,  in  honor  of  those  killeil  in  the  Civil  War,  in  the  court  house 
grounds.  Said  momnnent  to  be  lift-.-  feet  square  and  cubt  not  less  than 
$j,uoo-  Signed,  II.  Aiilier,  Tlyn  VVilliam,  A.  H.  Heath,  C.  A.  Cornell. 
D.  A.  Jewell,  William  B.  Thomas.**  This  petition  was  granted  and  the 
montmient  erected. 

COUNTRY  CLUB. 

Tlie  (  ountry  Club  of  Ionia  was  organized  in  1915  by  Fred  W.  Green. 
ThWl  B.  Preston,  H.  B.  Webber.  George  W.  Webber.  Fred  A.  Chapman, 
^^rge  £.  Nichols,  Thane  Benedict  and  W.  B.  Heath.  These  men,  realizing 
the  need  of  recreation  for  the  busine.ss  men,  such  as  provided  by  the  game 
of  golf  decided  to  form  a  club  for  the  purpose  of  providing  grounds 
suital^ie  for  this  sport.  AUhouo-h  the  oi'ganization  is  not  vet  complete  it  has 
reached  a  ponit  where  the  sueeess  of  the  nndertakinij  is  assured. 

At  present  tiie  members  ha\  e  purclia.setl  ninety-four  acres  of  ground 
which  are  reath-  for  sectliug  m  tlit-  s)>rini>  of  1016  and  a  substaiitial  dnb 
house  has  been  erected.  .\  nine-hole  golf  course  lias  been  laid  out  anil  thi.s 
work  waj>  carried  on  under  the  su|>ervision  of  Donal<l  Ros:*.  the  great  Scotch 
golf  architect,  and  it  is  pronounce<l  by  him  to  be  one  of  the  liest  courses  in 
the  country.   It  is  hoped  that  the  conr«e  will  be  ready  for  use  by  the  fall  of 
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1916.  It  is  not  only  the  desire  of  the  members  of  this  diib  to  furnisli 
suitaUe  amusement  for  themselves  bttt  they  also  hope  to  make  the  club  as 
democratic  as  possible  and  the  people  of  Ionia  county  are  welcome  to  mem- 
bership. 

IONIA  GAS,  UGHT  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 

rhe  Ionia  Gas,  Lit;ht  aiul  Coke  Conipiuiy  \va>  iii>t  orgaiuztAl  in  i8<Sj, 
a  thirty-year  fnuichise  being  obtained  from  the  city  at  that  time,  and  a  plant 
erected  at  the  foot  of  Depot  street,  with  a  capacity  of  50,000  cubic  feet  per 
day.  The  business  j)i  u-i  <  refl  from  its  inception  and  in  1902  it  was  found 
necessary  to  build  a  new  and  modem  plant,  as  the  )>usiness  had  outgrown 
their  facilities.  In  that  year  the  present  plant  was  erected,  with  a  capacity 
of  125,000  cubic  feet  per  day,  and  with  modern  and  up-to-date  buildings  of 
sufficient  size  that  the  present  capacity  may  Ije  doubled  without  the  erection 
<jf  other  buildings. 

The  machinery  installed  in  the  new  plant,  and  now  in  use,  is  of  the  very 
latest  pattern,  and  the  ser\  ire  given  the  j^eoplc  of  this  city  is  of  the  very 
best,  a  fact  thsit  is  shown  by  the  consntnptioti  of  gas.  it  being-  admitted  that 
more  gas  h  used  in  the  city  of  Ionia  tb.in  in  m\  other  city  of  its  size  within 
the  state.  Ihider  the  ternis  of  its  cbarijc^r  the  cumiianv  was  al?o\vef!  to  charj^e 
$2.50  per  thijiisaivl  feci  tor  j^jas.  l»ut  eiiiirely  of  ihtnr  own  free  will  the  price 
has  been  reduced  by  the  company  from  time  to  time  until  today  they  are 
selling  at  $1.25. 

The  company  maintains  up-town  oftice>  and  salestoom,  in  which  wUl  be 
found  a  complete  stock  of  all  modem  appliances  for  ligliting  and  heating 
with  gas,  and  which  are  furnished  the  consumer  at  the  lowest  prices.  The 
officers  of  the  coniimny  are :  l*resident,  H.  B.  Webber ;  vice-president  and 
manager,  E.  F.  Gallagher ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  J.  H.  Smith. 

IONIA  WATEK  POWER  ELECTRIC  COMPANY. 

Electric  lightinsf  in  Tonia  dates  from  1888.  the  Ionia  Water  Power 
Electric  Compaiiv  beiiio  orc^^anized  in  March,  of  that  vcar,  and  commencing 
business  that  fall.  The  ori^jinal  stockholders  of  the  coinpaiiy  were  U.  TR. 
Wager.  E.  B-  Townserid,  J.  E.  Just,  of  this  city,  and  (\  J.  Ramsey,  of  Muir. 
The  original  olticers  of  the  company  were  L.  B.  Townsend,  president,  and 
J.  E.  Just,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Originally  the  business  was  conducted  from  a  steam  plant,  located  on 
Third  street,  where  the  gas  works  now  stand.    In  1898  the  company  pur- 
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chased  flowage  rights  near  Lyons  and  constructed  a  dam  across  Grand  river, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1899  abandoned  the  steam  plant  and  commenced  sup- 
plying dectricity  from  the  water  power  plant.  In  1904  the  dam  and  power 
house  were  reconstructed  and  enhrqrrl.  being  equipped  with  all  modern  and 
up-to-date  appliances  for  commercial  lig^htinpf. 

Since  1895  the  affairs  of  this  coinpanv  lirtve  hccii  in  the  hands  of  H.  R. 
Wager  as  |>resident  ().  S.  W'cotl  was  secretary  and  treasurer  until  his 
death,  in  1915.  Fred  J  Owens  is  irianai^er  at  the  jireseiit  time,  and  E.  T. 
Merritt,  secretary  and  treasurer.  This  ccunpan}  is  today  equipped  far  fur- 
nishing electric  power  and  Hghting  according  to  modern  methods,  and  tew 
cities  of  the  size  of  Ionia  can  boast  as  good  service  at  as  moderate  figures. 

SOROSIS  GAKMENT  COMPANY. 

I 

The  Sorosis  Garment  Company  was  organized  on  December  15,  1888,  . 
under  the  name  of  the  Michigan  Overall  Manufacturing  Company.  The 

first  ofiRcers  were:  WflHam  Steele.  ]>re«iident;  F.  A.  Sessions,  vice-presi- 
dent; F.  E.  Keisey,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Its  hnsiness  was  the  maniifac- 
tttring  of  overalls,  pants.  shirt<?  and  jackets.  On  Novemher  30,  i8gi,  the 
name  of  the  linn  was  changed  to  the  Michigan  Clothing  Com|x\ny,  wdiich 
company  continued  the  manufacturing'  of  the  same  lines  of  merchandise, 
antl  added  duck  coats,  mackinaws  and  sheep-lined  coats. 

During  the  year  1901  this  company  took  up  in  a  limited  way  the  manu- 
facturing of  women's  garments,  and  a  small  force  of  operators  were  started 
at  work  making  up  women's  petticoats.  Those  were  the  pioneer  days  of  the 
ready-to-wear  women's  garment  business.  The  business  soon  grew  to  such 
an  extent,  however,  that  it  was  decided  to  gradually  di.<HX»ntinue  the  manu- 
facturing of  men's  garments  and  confine  the  activities  of  the  firm  to  the 
manufacturing  of  women's  garmente  exclusively.  About  this  time  the  name 
Sorosis  Garments  Company  was  adopted  as  the  name  of  the  firm,  and  its 
products  were  trade-marked  "Sorosis."  Under  that  name  they  are  known 
from  coast  to  coast.  During  the  past  two  years  the  finn  has  added  aprons 
and  house  dresses  to  the  line  of  products  it  manufactures.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  company  is  $5(^.(^00.  The  present  officers  are :  Thane  Benedict, 
president;  C.  B,  VVardle,  vice-president;  Thad  H.  Pre.ston,  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

giTt/.ENS  TKI.EPllONE  COMPANY. 

The  Citizens  Telephone  Company,  the  general  offices  of  which  are 
located  at  Grand  Rapids,  has  exchanges  in  Ionia  county  at  Ionia.  Portland, 
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Lake  Odessa,  Saianac,  Beldini;  and  Clarksvtlle.  At  Idiiia  there  are  463 
local  subscribers  and  277  lann  suhsmbers;  at  Portland,  367  local,  191  farm 
and  6  switching  subscribers;  at  Lake  Odessa,  97  local  and  125  farm  sub- 
scribers; at  Saranac.  125  local,  178  farm  and  9  switching  subscribers;  at 
Belding,  396  local  ami  169  farm  subscribers ;  at  Ctarksville,  56  local  and  1 10 
farm  subscribers.  The  company,  therefore,  has  a  total  of  2,560  subscribers 
of  all  classes  in  Ionia  county.  The  Saranac  exchange  is  the  only  one  which 
has  been  purchased  from  a  local  company.  This  exchange  was  bought  in 
1906,  and  previously  had  been  operated  locally  under  the  name  of  the 
Saranac  Telephone  Company. 

IIAYES-IONIA  COMPANY. 

J  he  ilayes-ionia  Company,  of  ionia,  manufacturers  of  automobile  bod- 
ies, was  incorporated  in  1910,  with  H.  Jay  Hayes,  president;  H.  H.  Smith, 
vice-president,  and  W.  J.  Loomis.  secretary-treasurer  and  general  mana- 
ger. Since  the  organization  of  the  company,  H.  B.  Webber  has  succeeded 
W.  J.  Loomis  as  secretary-treasurer  and  general  manager.  The  Hayes- 
Ionia  Company,  which  employs  350  men,  owns  a  plant  valued  at  $300,000. 
The  company  is  capitalized  at  $150,000  and  has  an  output  annually  amount- 
ing to  $1, 000,000. 

YPSlLANTt  REED  f UliNITUR£  COMPANY. 

Another  one  of  the  tliriving  industries  of  Ionia  is  the  Ypsilanti  Reed 
Furniture  Company,  which  was  incorporated  in  April,  1900,  and  which  now 
has  a  capitalization  of  ^^300,000,  of  which  $200,000  is  common  and  $100,000 
is  preferred  stock.  The  Ypsilanti  Keed  Furniture  Company  makes  a  spec- 
ialty of  manufacturing  reed  furniture?  and  has  an  extensive  trade  extending 
throughout  the  United  States  and  into  several  countries  of  South  America. 
At  this  time  the  company  employs  376  persons. 

BARRETT  CIGAR  COMPANY. 

The  Barrett  Cigar  Company,  of  Ionia,  which  was  organized  first  as  a 
co-partnership  in  April,  1901,  with  Patrick  Barrett  and  Anthony  Scully  as 
partners,  as  a  matter  of  fact  still  continues  under  the  well-known  name  of 
Barrett  &  Scully.  Iti  January,  191 1,  William  H.  Barrett  succeeded  to  the 
interest  of  his  father,  Patrick  Barrett,  and  on  October  15,  191 5.  Mr.  Barrett 
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bou^'lit  <)\n  the  imcrcst  ol'  Mr.  Scully.  The  coinpauy  t-niploys  forty-eij?ht 
persons  aiitl  has  an  ouLput  aiuiually  amounting  to  $05,000.  Ihe  product  ol 
the  factory  is  sold  in  nine  different  states,  but  mostly  in  Michigan.  The 
value  of  the  plant  and  equipment  is  estimated  to  be  worth  $7,500. 

E.  H.  .STAFFORD  MANUFACTUSINfi  COMPANY. 

The  E.  H.  StatJord  Manufacturing  Company  was  first  organized  in 
1890  as  the  E.  H.  Stafford  Company,  with  a  plant  at  Muskeg^on.  Michiq:an, 
Tlic  original  capital  =;lock  was  placed  at  $75,000.  hi!t  In  i(>04,  when  the  com- 
pany was  rtrincorporated  under  I  he  laws  of  Illinoi  s  as  the  E.  H.  Stafford 
Manufacturing  (  ompany,  the  cajjital  stock  was  raised  to  $200,000.  This 
company  niakt'>  a  s)jecialty  <:>\  ihe  matin t'acture  <»[  schoul,  church,  opera  and 
office  furniture  and  has  gained  tjuite  a  reijutation  aiong  that  line.  There 
are  at  present  three  plants  controlled  by  this  company  and  are  located  at  ' 
Ionia,  Michigan,  Sandy  Bay,  Michigan,  and  Paxton,  Illinois.  The  present 
officers  are  £.  H.  Stafford,  president ;  £.  G.  Bentley,  vice-president,  and  E. 
M.  Stafford,  secretary.  The  factory  at  Ionia  employs  from  250  to  30c 
persons. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


CITY  OF  BELDING. 

The  city  of  Belding  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  Flat  river,  in  the  heart 
of  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  districts  in  Michigan.  The  city  has  a 
population  of  5,200,  broad,  well-kept  and  shaded  streets.  In  the  residence 
district,  with  its  handsome  liomes,  fine  old  trees  and  beautiful  yards,  it 

recalls  the  pictiircsr'vie  old  towns  that  nestle  amone  the  hills  of  New  Fng- 
Innd  and  New  York  state  In  its  business  districts,  Belding  has  all  the 
asj^t^rt--  i)f  a  modern,  up-to-date  city,  witii  atirai  ii\ e  and  well-stocked  stores, 
representing  all  linc>  d  trade,  a  first-class  hotel,  three  good  hanks,  streets 
well  paved  and  well  lighted  and  the  evidences  of  enterprise  and  activity 
everywhere  in  sight.  The  city  has  all  the  modern,  present-day  conveniences. 
It  has  gas,  electricity,  pure  water  with  an  excellent  waterworks,  both  tele- 
phone .systems  and  is  situated  on  the  main  line  of  the  Pere  Marquette  rail- 
road, with  ten  trains  daily.  It  is  likely  that  the  city  will  soon  see  the  erec- 
tion of  a  handsome  new  depot,  which  will  be  in  keeping  with  the  other  beau- 
tiful structures  of  the  dty.  The  city  has  beautiful  parks,  and  the  Flat  river, 
with  its  winding  course,  overhung  with  fine  old  trees,  is  delight  for  canoeing, 
which  here  is  a  favorite  summer  recreation. 

t 

BELDING  SUPERVISORS.  '  j 

In  1893  the  dty  of  Beldtng  was  divided  into  three  wards  and  given  a 
supervisor  for  each.  The  first  ward  has  been  represented  by  the  following: 
Frederick  L.  Spencer,  1893;  Charles  Eddy,  1894-98;  William  M.  Foote, 
i899>i905;  Fred  L.  Spencer,  1906-16.  The  second  ward  has  been  served 
by  the  following:  Louis  L.  Holmes,  1893-94;  Joseph  T.  Angell,  1895- 
1907;  B.  C.  Curtiss,  1908-14:  William  B.  Travis,  1915-16.  The  third  ward 
has  been  represented  by  the  following:  George  W.  Moulton,  1893-94; 
William  A.  Wilder,  1895;  Lewis  H.  Stone,  1896;  William  A.  Wilder,  1897- 
1916. 
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FIRST  SETTLEMENT. 

The  history  of  Bekling  rightfully  is  Uividfd  into  two  i>arts,  the  period 
of  earlv  settlement  and  the  period  after  the  erection  of  the  silk  mtlls.  Charles 
Broas.  onginaliy  uf  Brooiuc  county,  New  York,  seems  to  have  the  claim 
Oil  the  rtrst  settlemcm  where  the  city  of  Belding  now  stands.  Broas  came 
to  this  county  and  pidced  out  four  tots  of  ei^ty  acres  each  in  Otisco  town- 
ship, in  sections  lo  and  1 1,  in  the  year  1838.  He  was  piloted  to  the  place  by 
Thomas  Stockington,  who  was  at  that  time  making  ready  to  occupy  a  tract 
of  land  south  of  Broas'  tract  In  Febniary,  1839,  Mr.  Broas  settled  his 
family  in  the  eleven-by-fourteen  cabin  which  he  had  jtist  completed  with  the 
add  of  his  son,  Levi.  Jn  1840  Broas,  assisted  by  a  few  other  settlers,  built 
a  bridge  across  the  Flat  river  at  the  present  site  of  Belding.  In  1842 
Broas  constructed  a  wing-dam  and  race  and  erected  a  saw-mill  where  the 
Luther  &  Wilson  mill  was  later  located. 

About  the  year  1842  T,ticiiis  Patterson  came  to  this  locality  with  his 
father-in-law,  Alexis  Looniis,  anrl,  buying  an  interest  in  the  Broas  mill, 
joined  the  latter  in  throwing  a  dani  across  the  river.  The  mill  enterprise  did 
not  flourish  and  after  a  time  it  was  abandoned.  Charles  Broas  thereafter 
devoted  himself  exchisivelv  to  tarmintj,  and  in  1855  died  upon  the  place  he 
had  cleared  in  1838.  Aleaiiwliile,  the  mill  property  was  suffered  to  lie  neg- 
lected, but,  in  1856,  Lucius  Patterson  renewed  ixissession.  He  then  engaged 
Volney  Belding  to  build  a  new  dam  and  materially  improve  the  mill,  after 
which  he  set  it  once  more  in  motion.  In  1855  Hiram  Bdding  came  in  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  of  Levi  Broas. 

Jn  the  year  1857  a  postofiice  was  established  and  given  the  name  of 
Patterson's  Mill  Previous  to  this  it  had  been  known  as  Broas  Rapids. 
E.  M.  Stevens  became  the  first  postmaster.  The  mail  was  bronglit  over 
from  Cook's  Corners  for  a  year  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  the  office 
at  Patterson  s  Mill  was  discontinued. 

In  1858  S.  S.  Brtywn,  a  carpenter,  came  to  Patterson's  Mill  and  found 
there  only  three  houses,  which  were  occupied  by  Daniel  T.  Fargo.  Lucius 
Patterson  ajid  Rlani  Murray.  In  the  «;ame  year  Brown  built  a  house  for 
Hiram  Belding.  who  was  living  on  the  hill  nearby,  on  the  present  village 
site,  and  Belding  rrio\ed  into  it  in  1859. 

In  1862  the  postofnce  at  Patterson's  Mill  was  re-estabhshed  with  a  stage 
mail,  and  S.  S.  Brown  was  appointed  postmaster.  In  the  same  year  Patter- 
son disposed  of  his  mill  interests  to  James  Cochrane.  In  the  following  year 
Cochrane  sold  an  interest  to  William  A.  Knott,  and  a  little  later  Knott 
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became  sole  owner.  In  1864  Hiram  Belding  opened  a  small  store  on  the 
main  street  and  after  retaining  it  for  a  short  time  sold  to  J.  B.  Vincent,  who 
kept  it  in  its  former  location  until  1869.  when  he  erected  a  better  and  more 
commodious  store  building.  In  1870  S.  S.  Brown  built  a  tavern  and  opened 
it  as  Brown's  hotel.  Three  years  previous,  however,  William  A.  Knott  had 
erected  a  grist-mill.  The  second  store^keeper  in  the  village  was  Alnert  £. 
Weter,  and  the  first  village  physician  was  Doctor  Tvoming. 

In  1871  there  were  in  Belding  only  thirteen  families  and  but  seventeen 
school  children  were  drawing  public  money  for  the  schools.  In  that  year 
the  firm  of  Wilson,  Lnt^er  &  Wilson,  of  New  York,  purchased  of  William 
A.  Knott  a  mill  site  at  Tielding  and  erected  a  '^aw-mill  on  the  newly-acqniretl 
site.  This  mill  was  forty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty- tive  feet  and  had  a 
capacity  of  from  fiftv  to  sixty  thousand  feet  of  lumber  a  day.  The  intro- 
duction oi"  such  an  important  enterprise,  which  naturally  g'ave  empioynient 
to  a  tninilxr  ut  j>ersons  and  also  invulvcd  a  s^rcn:  amount  of  capital  gave 
the  little  village  a  decided  "boom"  and  it  began  to  develop  at  a  rapid  stride. 
In  1872  a  branch  railway  connecting  Belding  with  Kiddville  was  completed 
and  added  another  impulse  to  the  many  others  which  Belding  had  received 
at  this  time.  This  completes  the  first  step  in  the  history  of  the  citj'  of  Beld- 
ing. The  next  step  will  be  the  taking  up  the  silk  industries  and  the  history 
of  the  Belding  and  Richardson  mills.  Belding  is  rightfully  called  the  "Silk 
City/'  and  in  accordance  with  this  occupation  with  this  cognomen  the  indus- 
try will  be  treated  in  its  fullest  extent. 

BELDING  BROTHERS  AND  THE  RISE  OF  THE  SILK  INDUSTRY. 

The  <iovv  oi  ihe  n^c  ot  the  inimense  silk  industry  which  bears  the  name 
of  Belding  Brothers  is  in  reality  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  ^owth  and 
advancement  of  the  city  of  Belding.  The  foimders  of  every  great  enterprise 
contribute  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  comforts  of  thousands  of  their  fellow 
men.  A  study  of  the  lives  and  careers  of  such  men  is  invaluable  to  the 
young,  inculcating  in  them  the  paramount  value  of  labor  and  stimulating 
them  to  that  earnest  and  sustained  effort,  witfiout  which  no  permanent  suc- 
cess can  be  obtained.  Thus  it  is  in  keeping  at  this  point  to  give  the  history 
of  the  lives  of  these  four  brothers  who  were  responsiUe  for  the  oi^;aiiization 
and  growth  of  this  gigantic  company.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 
America  in  all  its  varied  record  of  oommefdal  success  cannot  furnish  a  more 
remarkable  or  interesting  story  than  the  rise  and  progress  of  these  fotu* 
penniless  Yankee  boys  to  business  triumph. 
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The  first  members  of  the  Belding  family  settled  at  Wethersiield,  Coraiec- 
ticut  m  1836.  The  family  followed  the  line  of  immigration  up  the  Connecti- 
cut valley,  where  Samuel  Belding,  the  father  of  John  Belding,  bought  the 
homestead  in  the  village  of  Ash  field,  Massachusetts.  John  Belding  received 
a  land  grant  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts  for  valiant  service  as  first  lieu- 
tenant in  the  volunteer  army  of  the  Revohition  TTiram  P.t  lding  was  the  son 
of  John  Beldina;  and  engaged  in  tnnning  and  the  retail  mercantile  tracle  in 
ius  native  state  imtil  1840.  at  vvhicii  time  he  sold  his  store  and  do\'oted  his 
attention  entirely  to  farming.  Mary  Wilson,  the  wife  of  Hirani  Belding, 
was  a  descendant  of  the  famous  Wilson  family  which  arrived  in  tliis  coun- 
try in  1630. 

The  four  Bdding  brothers,  David  W.,  Milo  M.,  Hiram  H.  and  Alvah 
N.,  sons  of  Hiram  Belding  and  Mary  Wilson,  were  bom  in  the  famous  old 
hill  town  of  Ashfield,  Massachusetts,  in  a  cottage  farm  house  built  in  1800 
by  their  grandfather.  John  Belding.  The  father  was  a  man  of  splendid 
character  and  attainments,  liberally  educated,  possessed  of  a  high  degree  of 
intelligence,  and  of  the  sturdy  pioneer  stock.  The  mother  was  of  that  sturdy 
Puritan  stock,  persevering,  energetic,  well  poised  and  tenacious,  with 
extremely  vigorous  physical  constitution.  She  possessed  an  indomitable  will, 
a  never- faltering  courage,  and  tlie  greatest  nohility  of  character.  From  the 
one  the  sons  inherited  nn  'ict-ivc  mentality  and  a  talent  for  business,  from 
the  other,  a  strong  character  and  a  perseverance  of  the  most  uncompromising 
kind. 

The  early  life  of  these  brothers  was  undoubtedly  similar  to  that  of 
other  boys  bom  in  a  rural  community,  of  parents  in  moderate  circumstances. 
Their  home  was  small  and  consisted  of  a  large  living  room,  bedroom,  kit- 
chen and  attic.  There  was  a  difference  of  only  a  few  years  between  the 
eldest  and  the  youngest  of  these  boys.  One  can  easily  imagine  the  tasks  of 
a  mother  who  had  not  only  to  look  after  them,  but  to  attend  as  well  the 
manifold  duties  of  a  famiwife.  She  often  related  with  much  amusement  an 
incident  of  the  early  days  when,  in  order  to  perform  her  household  duties 
unmolested,  she  drew  a  chalk  line  across  the  room,  within  which  the  boys 
were  required  to  remain  tmtil  given  permission  to  leave.  Undoubtedly 
within  the  nai'row  confines  of  this  chalk  line  was  cultivated  that  character 
for  harmony,  and  perhaps  for  jingnacity  as  well,  which  afterwards  demon- 
strated itself  in  their  business  career.  They  rccei\ed  such  education  as  cotild 
be  obtained  in  the  country  schools  and,  for  a  brief  time,  in  the  academy  of 
the  village  of  Ashfield. 

After  working  on  the  farm  with  their  father  for  awhile,  it  became 
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necessary,  as  their  wants  increased,  to  secure  otlier  employment.  They  first 
engaged  in  farming,  taking  ser\'tce  with  neighboring  farmers,  receiving  their 
lx>ard  and  a  small  pittance  of  nv^ney  which  was  hardly  enough  to  provide 

for  their  wants.  This  New  England  country  was  mg^ci:ed,  the  roads  were 
bad.  there  was  little  roMumimrntion  hetween  the  towns  and  villages,  and 
facilities  tor  puri-jiasini;  -■up])ile^  were  jioor.  '^lli^  naturally  led  to  tlie 
development  ol  what  was  known  as  the  '"iK'ddler  •^v^ten^'  of  trading.  It  is 
not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  boys  carl)  dccideti  to  cam  a  Httle  extra 
money  by  buying  small  wares  and  selling  them  from  Jiouse  to  house.  Among 
the  articles  which  made  up  their  pack  was  that  o£  silk,  put  up  in  skeins, 
which  they  carried  in  an  old-fashioned  bag.  £vents  apparently  unimportant 
in  the  present,  are  pregnant  with  untold  influence  upon  the  future.  In  this 
small  beginning  was  laid  the  foundation  of  a  great  industry.  The  village  of 
.^shfleld  lies  in  an  little  upland  valley  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  most  moun- 
tainous districts  of  Massachusetts.  The  country  round  about  it  is  so  unpro- 
ductive that  the  greatest  industry,  <ihrewdness.  good  management  and  econ- 
omy are  necessary. 

Several  of  the  relatives  and  friends  of  Hiram  Belding  were  attracted 
to  the  more  fertile  -o'l  of  the  West,  and  he  followed  them  in  1855,  settling 
at  l'atiei  '~( )irs  Mills.  Micbigan.  l]e  bought  tlic  farm  where  the  city  of  Beld- 
inj^-  now  .stands.  Until  recently  the  little  frame  cottag^e  which  he  built  was 
one  of  the  historic  sights  of  this  thriving  little  city,  occupying  a  prominent 
place  on  Main  street.  Unfortunately,  a  few  years  ago  this  interesting  land- 
mark was  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  real  foundation  of  the  company  was  laid  when  Hiram  and  Alvah, 
who  were  working*  on  the  farm  with  their  father  at  Patterson's  Mills,  Michi- 
gan, sent  to  their  brother,  Milo,  then  living  in  Massachusetts,  for  a  stock  of 
silk.  They  received  merchandise  amotmting  alt(^;ether  to  $145.60,  which 
they  divided  e\cnly  among  themselves,  making  $72.80  each.  They  were 
compelled  to  delay  starting  out  because  they  ^  1  no  money  with  which  to 
make  change.  T1ie\  had  to  wait  nntil  a  wealthy  man.  William  Shaw,  of 
Olisco,  could  \M\y  then;  8^15  which  he  ow^ed  them.  Thev  traveled  from 
hoi'.se  to  hriii^e  and  village  to  village  on  foot.  Hiram  .succeeded  in  selling  a 
consideralde  ])ill  to  a  merchant,  while  Alvah  had  sold  to  housewives  onlv. 
Alvah  objectetl  to  Hirani's  having  all  of  the  merchants,  and  to  settle  the 
controversy  they  agreed  then  and  there  to  form  a  partnership  known  as 
Bdding  Brothers.  This  was  in  August,  1857.  It  may  be  said,  therefore, 
that  the  partnership  of  Belding  Brothers  sts^ted  out  with  a  cash  capital  of 
$3.15;  liabtltties,  $i45!6o.    This  partnership  was  quite  successful.  They 
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continued  to  send  east  to  jMjIo;  and  their  business  grew  until  they  were  able 
to  buy  a  horse  apiece  und  they  conducted  a  business  with  merchants  as  well 

as  with  housewives.  Subsequently  they  carried  their  merchandise  in  large 
trunks  which  they  took  on  cars,  delivering  the  goods  from  the  trunks  to  the 
merchants. 

In  1863  their  l)usiiiess  iK^camt'  mi  extensive  that  thev  wrijte  to  their 
brother,  Milo,  and  asked  iiitn  ii  lie  (iid  not  want  to  join  llieai  and  form  a 
partnership.  Belding  Brothers  &  Company  was  then  organized  as  a  part- 
nership in  1863,  by  Milo  M..  Hiram  H.  and,  Alvah  N.  They  were  shortly 
afterward  joined  by  their  eldest  brother,  David  W.  Belding,  and  the  firm 
which  was  to  later  use  one-twentieth  of  the  silk  imported  into  the  United 
States  came  into  existence.  They  continued  to  prosper  and  grow,  but  did 
not  attempt  the  manufacture  of  silk  until  January  i,  1864,  at  which  time 
they  went  into  partnership  with  E.  K  Rose,  who  had  a  small  mill  in  Rock- 
ville,  Connecticut,  where  he  employed  about  twenty-five  men.  In  1866  this 
partnership  was  dissolved  and  lieldinir  Brothers  &  Company  began  the 
manufacture  of  -ilk  alone.  The  Intsiiiess  iiureased  with  such  rapid  strides 
that  the  outi)at  of  this  factory  was  inadequate  to  meet  the  demand,  and  in 
consequeiue  of  this  rapid  increase  tliey  be^n  to  consider  another  factory. 
Accnrdnigly,  in  the  3'ear  1876,  they  established  a  factory  at  Xorthampton, 
Massachusetts. 

The  increased  business  through  the  eastern  and  central  portion  of  the 
country  became  so  great  that  it  again  overtaxed  the  productive  capacity  of 
the  mills  at  RockviUe  and  Northampton.  It  became  necessary  to  establish 
additional  mills.  Naturally,  their  minds  turned  towards  the  thriving  little 
village  of  Belding,  Michigan,  named  after  them  and  located  on  the  home- 
stead bought  by  their  father  in  1855.  They  felt  an  ambition  to  btiild  here 
an  enduring  monument  in  their  name.  Accordingly,  a  factory  was  built  in 
in  1886.  This  mill  was  orij^innllv  150  feet  lonsf  and  four  stories  hi^h.  An 
addition  w'as  built  in  i8')2  and  made  the  fniildiiig  jqo  feet  long  and  four 
stories  biprh.  In  carrying  out  their  ainbitiou.9  plans  for  this  citv.  they  built 
another  mill  in  iSqn.  200  feet  l'Jn^■,  50  feet  wide  and  three  stories  high,  and 
built  an  addition  to  it  in  1892.  making  the  mill  3J5  feet  long.  The  third 
mill  was  built  in  1901,  being  450  feet  long  and  four  .<itories  high.  In  1909 
a  mill  in  Belding.  t6o  feet  long,  originally  built  for  the  manufacture  of  cas- 
kets, was  bought  and  com'erted  into  a  silk  factory,  and  is  equipped  through- 
out with  electrically  driven  machinery,  making  four  large  silk  factories  in 
this  prosperous  city. 

All  of  the  Belding  factories  are  equipped  with  the  Sturtevant  system 
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of  heating.  This  insures  absolutely  fresh  air  during  the  months  when  arti- 
ficial heat  must  be  provided.  They  are  also  equipped  with  modem  electrical 
machinery  for  lighting,  so  that  the  work  is  done  under  the  most  approved 
conditions.  Mill  No.  2,  in  which  fabrics  are  manufactured,  is  equipped  with 
an  apparatus  for  the  automatic  regulation  of  the  temi)erature  and  humidity. 
This  has  a  most  agreeable  Hn<l  healthful  effect  upon  the  employees.  The 
mWU  at  Rockxille  are  used  exclusively  for  the  uranufacture  of  sewinw-  *;i1ks. 
That  a)  ■i-rhami iton  i-^  used  for  the  iiiann t';icuire  of ,  cmhroid^'^^■  silks  an(J 
silk  faliric--.  <■  hic  mill  at  ileldmL'"  rnannfactiii'cs  sew  uig-  silks  f\c.lusivcl\\  "lie 
iiiill  inami  rar(  iin-s  sewing'  silks  and  euilin  ii(li:r\  ^ilk-.  and  ihc  oihcr  tWO  manu- 
facture faln-tcs  only,  having  one  thousand  'onnis  in  "iteration. 

In  adchtiun  to  the  factory  ljuildiugs,  an  opera  house,  a  hotel  eqiiii>i>ed 
with  the  most  modem  conveniences,  and  many  business  houses,  have  been 
erected  at  Belding.  To  secure  families  sufficient  to  operate  their  varied  inter- 
ests at  this  point,  many  houses  had  to  be  built,  which  were  either  rented  or 
sold  on  small  monthly  {xiyments.  From  a  farm  in  i860,  through  the  opera- 
tions of  Belding  Brothers,  Belding  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous, thriving  cities  in  the  state. 

This  calm  and  orderly  scene  of  industry  and  contentment  which  bears 
their  honorable  name.  si>eaks  most  eloquently  of  their  career  of  struggle  and 
triumph  which  began  so  humbly  and  is  here  commemorated  so  grandly  In 
the  conduct  of  their  business  in  Belding  it  became  necessary  to  seek  help 
from  surrounding  towns  and  so  many  people  were  required  that  there  were 
not  a  sufficient  number  of  homes  to  take  care  of  them.  This  required  the 
hnildintr  of  hoarding  houses  which  are,  in  tact.  iH-autituIl)  equip]>ed  hotels. 
They  are  named  the  "AshtieUr'  and  the  "Belrdcktrm.  "  This  last  name  was 
derived  i'r<mi  the  words  BeldinsT,  Rockvilie  and  J\orihanii)t<)ii.  They  are 
equal  to  any  of  the  dorniitorie>  of  the  leading  colleges,  furnished  comfort- 
ably, provided  with  liot  and  cold  water,  and  an  excellent  table  for  $2.50  per 
week.  They  have  handsome  parlors  fivnished  with  pianos,  and  libraries 
supplied  with  the  daily  papers  and  magazines.  In  connection  with  these 
boarding  houses  there  are  also  well  equipped  tennis  and  croquet  grotmds  and 
a  gymnasium.  The  houses  are  presided  over  matrons  who  look  after  the 
welfare  of  the  young  women.  This  excellent  care  given  by  the  firm  and 
the  interest  whidi  is  manifested  in  the  comfort  of  the  woman  employees,  has 
resulted  in  securing  a  much  better  class  of  help.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
firm  has  been  amply  repaid  by  superior  workmanship  and  consequently  more 
perfect  products. 
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RICUARDSON  SILK  MILLS. 

The  Richardson  Silk  Company  is  the  pioneer  manufacturer  of  silk  in 
the  city  of  Belding  and  has  been  one  of  the  factors  in  giving  to  this  city  its 
present  cognomen  of  the  "Silk  City."  The  great  factor  which  influenced 
the  locating  of  the  silk  mills  in  Belding  was  the  great  supply  of  water  power, 
the  utilization  of  which  goes  back  to  an  earlier  date  than  the  silk  mills.  In 
1842  William  Broas  constructed  a  wing-dam  and  race  on  the  site  of  the 
Richardson  dam.  A  saw^mill  was  erected  which  was  run  hy  the  power  from 
the  stream.  Several  years  later  Lucius  Patterson  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  Broas  mill  property  and  joined  the  latter  in  throwing  a  dam  across  the 
river.  This  venture  ]>rovefl  a  failure  and  nothing  more  was  attempted  with 
tins  dam.  In  185b  Lucius  Patterson  renewed  his  iK^^^sessions  and  engaged 
Voluev  Belding  to  construct  a  new  dam  acioss  the  rivt^r.  Thi*^  wa?  accom- 
plishfd  and  u  niill  erected.  This  mill  did  quite  an  extensive  hubiness  and 
continued  under  the  Mi,(nagenient  of  Mr.  T'atterson  fur  a  number  of  years. 
In  1 87 1  Wilson,  Luther  iS:  W  ilson  obtained  possession  ol  the  Patterson 
interests  and  erected  a  much  larger  mill.  This  was  destroyed  in  1S7S  but 
immediately  rebuilt.  After  the  passing  of  the  lumber  industry  the  property 
was  taken  over  by  the  Belding  Brothers  which  is  the  first  step  in  the  history 
of  the  present  Richard.son  Silk  Company. 

In  1886  the  first  silk  mill  was  erected  in  the  village  of  Belding.  This 
mill  was  160  feet  hy  40  feet  and  three  stories  high.  The  Richardson  Silk 
Company  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1887       ^^^^  new  fac- 

tory building  for  the  manufacture  of  silk  thread.  The  first  spool  of  silk 
manufactured  in  Beldii^  was  turned  out  ]ry  the  Richardson  Silk  ('ompany 
in  April,  1887.  The  business  had  increased  to  sitch  an  extent  that  it  was 
found  necessary,  in  t8<)o,  t<»  add  another  story  making  it  a  four-story  build- 
ing. Two  Years  later  more  room  was  needed  and  an  extra  hundred  feet 
was  adfied  to  the  length  which  conformed  to  the  rest  of  the  building  in 
height  and  wititli  Since  that  tune  there  have  been  annexes  ljuilt  to  the 
dyeing  plant  and  to  the  power  plant. 

Up  to  1904  the  water  power  was  owned  jointly  with  the  Knott,  Ruthan 
Company.  The  latter  had  a  large  flouring-  or  grist-mill  close  to  the  dam. 
But  after  the  passing  of  this  plant  the  water  rights  were  taken  over  entirely 
by  the  Richardson  Silk  Company,  which  today  is  sole  owner  of  this  power. 
In  1904  the  old  wooden  dam  was  carried  away  an<l  the  company  immediately 
began  to  replace  it  with  a  modem,  concrete  dam.    This  dam  has  steel  head- 
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gates  which  are  operated  by  electricity  and  in  general  it  is  the  most  com- 
plete structure  of  its  kind  in  the  state.  In  19 13  the  company  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  their  power  plant.  The  course  of  the  river  was  then  slightly 
changed  and  a  new  power  plant  was  erected.  This  plant  has  all  modem 
electrical  power  devices  and  through  their  electrical  generators  they  are  not 
only  able  to  operate  their  own  plant  but  also  the  f-ihric  plant  of  the  Belding 
Brothers  &  Company.  While  it  can  truthfully  be  said  that  there  arc  other 
plants  with  a  larger  unit,  still  none  have  a  more  modern  up-to-date  power 
sv-ten5  in  tht^  state  than  this  mill  They  also  have  a  tmique  arrangement 
with  the  steam  prnver  nf  the  Belthiii;  Brothers  (^Jinpany's  plant  whtre!;)' 
if  anytliinj^  liain^ens  tri  the  jd  iwerof  tlie  KiohrinHcm  ( "':»mpany's  plant  the  load 
can  be  shifted  to  the  former  company  s  power  and  proceed  without  a  moment  s 
delay. 

As  was  previously  mentioned  the  Richardson  Silk  Comiiaiiy  was  the 
pioneer  in  the  manufacture  of  silk  threajtl  in  Miehigan.  From  a  very  small 
beginning  it  has  built  up  a  business  which  has  passed  the  miUion-doUar  point 
several  years  back.  In  the  year  19J  5  a  cotton  department  was  added  whereby 
it  places  in  the  market  various  art. cottons  which  are  considered  by  the  trade 
equal  to  any  on  the  market  of  either  a  foreign  or  home  make.  The  business 
of  the  company  is  managed  along  con.servative  lines  and  its  products  are  such 
that  they  are  able  to  compete  with  any  brands  on  the  market  at  the  present. 

The  same  officers  who  started  with  the  company  are  still  in  charge. 
George  P.  Richardson,  president;  T.  S.  Noyes,  secretary  and  treasurer,  who 
came  with  the  company  the  second  year  after  its  organization ;  H.  J.  Soria, 
vice-president  and  manager  of  the  New  York  office,  who  entered  the  employ- 
ment in  the  early  sta_!:res  as  a  salesman;  F.  A.  Washburn,  under  whose  super- 
vision the  management  of  the  manufacturing  has  l>een  >\ucv  tlie  hetjinning. 
Mr.  Washburn  was  formerly  connceted  with  Reldiiig  Brothers  in  their  Rock- 
viUe.  Connecticut,  plant  hut  came  to  Belding  and  had  chartje  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  plant  before  the  organization  of  the  com)>any.  He  has  been 
in  charge  of  the  manufacturing  end  constantly  .since  1886. 

SPENCER  ELECrRIC  UGHT  AND  POWER  COMPANY. 

The  water  power  and  rights  which  are  at  the  present  time  the  property 

of  the  Spencer  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company  have  passed  throng  quite 
a  number  of  hands  since  the  beginning  of  the  utilization  of  the  streams  in 

this  vicinity  for  electriavl  power.  The  dam  wa^  originally  cotrstructed  by 
Joslyn  Brothers  who  had  a  small  woolen-mill  and  later  a  saw-mill  which  was 
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run  by  the  water  power.  This  was  a  six-loot  dam  but  was  raised  to  an 
eight-foot  dam  at  a  cost  of  $3,000,  by  a  Mr.  Steams  who  owned  it  at  one 
time.  Walter  Hill  and  F.  L.  Spencer  owned  one-half  interest  in  the  water 
power.  The  former  parties  bought  out  Osgood's  interest  in  the  power  and 
used  it  for  lumbering.  Osgood  had  been  running  a  planing-mill  which  was 
sold  along  with  the  interest  in  the  water  power.  Mr.  Spencer  became  a  one- 
half  owner  in  the  year  1881  Mr.  Hill  purchased  his  interest  in  1884  or 
1885.  Spoicer  &  liiU  utilized  the  power  to  run  a  saw-mill.  In  1B88  they 
became  sole  owners  of  the  power. 

Tn  T8q3  the  Sjiencer  Flectric  JAght  and  Power  Comiyany  was  organized 
with  a  capital  stock  nf  $50,000.  Spencer  &  Hill  turned  their  interest  in  the 
water  p()wt*r  ti>r  .^jo.ooo  of  stock  in  the  company,  pjeldint^  Brothers  turned 
over  their  ])o\\er  plant  for  Sj(),<xh)  and  the  other  Si 0,000  at  stock  was  sold 
to  the  pnitlic  An  (lectric  hght  plant  was  imnicduitely  installed  and  at  that 
time  the  IransnussKm  line  was  the  longest  in  the  state.  After  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  company  generators  were  immediately  put  in  and  a  line  run  to 
Bdding.  On  November  28,  1893,  the  first  current  was  put  over  the  line  to 
Belding.  The  company  at  first  utilized  the  old  water  wheel  which  had  been 
erected  for  the  $aw-mill«  but  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of  lights  installed 
in  the  city  the  company  built  a  new  flume  and  added  another  wheel  Later 
on  a  third  wheel  was  installed.  In  igi4  this  company  tore  out  all  of  the  old 
flumes,  buildings  and  water  wheels  and  erected  a  new  concrete  flume  and 
draft  tubes  for  the  water  wheels.  They  also  erected  a  In-ick  generator  house 
for  the  generator,  which  is  a  three-hundred  kilowatt,  and  is  connected  direct 
to  two  fifty-six-inch  Sampson  water  wheels  and  a  new  American  forty-four 
*  inch. 

There  ha\'e  been  only  a  few  cliang'es  in  the  administration  of  the  com- 
pany since  the  oriranization.  1'".  L.  Spencer  has  served  as  [)resident:  O.  F. 
Webster,  vice-president;  \V.  P.  Hetherington.  secretary;  j.  Frank  Ireland 
\\  as  the  first  treasnrer.  which  office  is  tilled  by  J.  E.  Stanton,  who  is  also 
superintendent  of  the  plant  at  the  present  time;  R.  F.  Barry  was  superinten- 
dent of  the  plant  until  1914;  James  Barret  was  the  first  electrician. 

GRAND  RAPID6  PAPER  BOX  COMPAKY. 

The  Belding  paper  box  factory  was  estal:^8hed  about  May  I,  1899,  by 

W.  \V.  Huelster.  who  was  at  that  time  operating  a  paper  box  factorv'  in 
nrnnd  Rapids,  Michitfan.  The  Richardson  Silk  Company,  n\)  to  this  time, 
were  receiving  their  supply  of  boxes  from  the  Grand  Rapids  factory,  but  the 
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demand  for  boxes  increased  so  rapidly  that  Mr.  Huelster  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  branch  factory  in  Belding  would  enable  him  to  give  the  silk 
company  better  and  quicker  service,  and  in  time  woidd  prove  a  paying  invest- 
ment for  himself  as  well.  That  the  move  proved  a  wise  one  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  several  years  later  another  large  silk  mill  was  located  in  Beld- 
ing by  Belding  Brothers  &  Company,  who  also  became  large  users  of  paper 
boxes.  Mr.  Huelster's  business  in  Belding  and  Grand  Rapids  increased  s<3 
rapidly  that  it  became  necessary  to  interest  more  capital ;  consequently,  April 
13,  1893,  the  Grand  Rapids  Paper  Box  Coni]>anv  wa-^  organized  with  a  paid- 
up  capital  stock  of  $20,000,  the  officers  htm^  Le>icr  J.  Rindge.  president; 
J.  G.  Kalmhach,  vice-president,  and  \\  .  W.  Fhu  ^ter.  secretary -treasurer  and 
general  niaiuiger.  The  paper  box  lanmess  increased  from  year  to  year  in 
both  cities  and  new  antl  unproved  n^achinery  were  being  iuvcnted  and  adopted 
I^'  nearly  all  box  factorie.^  in  the  country,  demanding  still  more  new  capital, 
and  on  April  36,  1899,  the  capital  of  the  company  was  increased  from 
$20,000  to  $36,000.  On  April  19,  1911,  it  became  necessary  to  increase  the 
capital  stock  from  $36,000  to  $100,000.  The  present  officers  are  G.  N.  Sny- 
der, president;  H.  C.  Rindge,  vice-president,  and  W.  W.  Huelster,  secretary- 
treasurer  and  general  manager. 

The  branch  factory  in  Belding  was  started  with  one  boy  and  five  girls, 
on  the  second  floor  of  a  small  frame  building  on  Main  street,  the  Belding 
Banner,  published  by  Cowdin  &  Lapham,  occupying  the  first  floor.  Belding 
had  two  large  fires  since  1890  and  the  Ijox  factory  suffered  two  total  losses, 
being  located  in  both  cases  in  the  path  of  the  conflagration  Portnnateh',  the 
losses  were  tairlv  well  covered  liy  in^nrancc.  and  as  each  move  meant  belter 
and  larger  tjuarier.-,  the  fires  proi  tnl  lilessiiiy-:  in  disguise. 

From  1893  January  t,  igio,  tiic  laclory  was  located  ni  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Underwood  block  on  Pleasant  street.  In  1915  ilie  Ricliartlson 
Silk  Company  began  the  manufacture  of  a  new  line  of  goods  known  as  "R. 
M.  C,"  cotton  embroidery  yams,  which  before  the  European  war  broke  out 
was  almost  entirely  imported  from  Germany.  This  line  of  goods  requires 
larger  boxes,  and  the  sales  have  increased  so  rapidly  that  larger  quarter^  for 
the  box  factory  became  necessary.  A  ten-year  lease  was  seatred  from  the 
Belding  Basket  Company  for  their  two-story  brick  building,  sixty-five  by 
one  hundred  feet,  just  east  of  the  basket  factory,  and  the  box  factory  is  now 
located  there  and  doing  business,  having  nearly  three  times  the  floor  space 
they  had  in  the  Underwood  biock.  New  machinery  has  l>een  installed  and 
everything  done  to  make  the  Relding-  l>ox  facton^  one  of  the  most  up-to-date 
in  the  country.  The  working  crew  consists  of  Elwood  Rockefeller,  superin- 
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tendent,  two  men  and  twenty  women  and  girls,  and  the  prospects  are  good 
for  quite  an  increase  in  the  future.  Nearly  25,000  tx>x^  are  being  turned 
out  daily,  amotuiting  to  about  $25,000  yearly  business. 

BELDING-HALL  COMPANY. 

The  Betding'-Hall  Company,  manufactnrcrs  of  refri^rators  at  Belding, 
is  one  of  the  vcrv  large  industries  of  Ionia  county.  1  he  original  company, 
which  was  known  as  the  Belding-  Manm'acturing  Ornpany,  was  organized 
in  Septenil)er.  18K4.  It  was  >iu<.  cfdfd  hy  the  HcKlinj^-Hall  Company  m 
January,  1908.  Tiie  new  company  has  a  total  capitaHzation  of  $345,500,  ot 
which  $200,000  is  common  stock  and  $145,500  in  preferred  stock.  The 
plant  of  the  BelUing-Hall  Com]>any  is  valued  at  $400,000  and  the  ou^t  of 
the  factory,  which  is  sold  all  over  the  United  States  and  abroad,  amounts  to 
approximately  $600,000  annually.  The  officers  of  the  Belding>HaIl  Company 
are  as  follow:  Brinton  F.  Hall,  president;  R.  Howard  Hall,  vice-president; 
G.  D.  Wetcr,  secretary,  and  F.  A.  Washburn,  treasurer.  The  directors 
include  the  following:  H.  B.  Webljer  and  George  E.  Nichols,  Ionia;  H.  J. 
Dudley,  Grand  Rapi<l$;  E.  E.  Chappie,  F.  A.  Washburn,  Howard  Hall  an<f 
Brinton  F.  Hall.  Belding.  The  Belding-Hall  Company  employs  at  present 
from  300  to  350  jjersons.  The  original  officers  of  the  BeMing  Manufactur- 
ing Companv.  which  w'as  capita'izcd  at  5^^5,000,  included  H.  H.  Belding, 
Chicago,  president:  J.  I..  Woodward,  vice-president,  and  W.  A.  Stanton, 
secretary-treasurer. 

BEU>ING  BASKET  COMPANV. 

The  Belding:  Basket  Company,  of  Belding,  organized  in  1894  as  the 
Ballou  Basket  Works  and  re-incorporated,  January  i.  1900,  as  the  Bdding 
Basket  Company,  has  a  capital  at  present  of  $50,000.  The  original  officers 
of  the  company  were:  W.  D.  Ballou,  president;  W.  W.  Hanchett,  vkc- 
president;  E.  E.  Chappie,  treasurer,  and  D.  M.  Gerbcr,  secretary.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  company  have  not  chanjrcd  since  its  original  incorporation.  The 
company  has  a  plant  \  ahied  at  $35.ocxi  and  an  annual  output  rcnrliino-  nearly 
$qo,ooo.  Tlie  prodni't  oi  the  factory  is  sold  all  over  the  United  States.  The 
company  employs  at  present  hfty  men  and  six  boys. 

E.  CHAPPI.£  ft  COUPANY. 

The  firm  of  £.  Chappie  &  Company,  of  Belding,  which  does  both  a  local 
and  wholesale  trade  in  Dour  and  a  trade  in  coal,  coke,  wood,  sewer  pipe  and 
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fittings,  drain  tile,  wootl  fiber,  plaster,  lime,  cement,  etc..  is  a  co-partnership 
organized  on  June  i,  1907.  'l*he  iwirtners  are  E.  Cliapple  and  M.  Osterhowt. 
The  sales  annually  vary  from  $70,000  to  $90,000,  and  the  plant  is  valued  at 
$11, 000.   Five  men  and  sixteen  girls  and  women  are  employed. 

BEI.DrNG  LAND  \ND  IMPROVEME-VT  COMPANY. 

The  BcMiii^  Land  ami  l.niprox cniciil  t  oinpaiu  v\.is  or^am/ci'  aiif]  incrii- 
)X)ratcd  on  December  17,  1889.  by  Hfhiin-  l;r<  others.  I  he  iirst  otticers  ni'  ihe 
company  were:  Alvah  N.  Beldin?.  inc-nUiU:  M.  M.  Belding.  Sr.,  treasurer; 
M.  M.  Belding,  Jr.,  secreiHry;  ii.  H.  Bcldiug,  vice-president. 

The  real  purpose  for  the  establishment  of  this  company  was  to  promote 
the  growth  and  welfare  of  the  city  of  Belding.  At  this  point  it  niigbt  be 
well  to  give  the  history  of  the  Belding  hotel,  for  although  it  was  built  the 
year  jjrior  to  the  organization  of  the  Belding  Land  and  Improvement  Com- 
pany, it  became  part  of  the  holdings  of  that  company  after  its  organization, 
in  1888  Belding  Brothers  began  negotiations  for  the  erection  of  a  hotel,  and 
Claire  Allen,  architect,  of  Jackson,  was  secured  to  draw  the  plans.  Work 
was  pushed  forward  and  in  a  short  time  the  building  was  completed.  At  the 
time  of  the  completion  of  this  hotel-  there  were  only  three  hotels  in  the  city  of 
(Jhtcago  equi])ped  with  steam  heat,  electric  lii^hts,  hot  and  cold  water.  But 
Helding  IJrolhers  ei|uippe<l  this  hotel  with  all  of  these  modem  conveniences 
and  vet  there  were  only  al)ont  live  hundred  jjeople  in  the  village.  W.  P. 
1  I t'thcini;.;toi)  was  secured  by  H.  H.  Belding  to  nianaijc  the  hotel.  Mr. 
ilflhi  ringion  cauie  from  ICa.st  Hamilton.  Massachusetts,  win  rt'  he  had  latn 
co'ituctrd  witii  a  chain  of  hotels  with  his  uncle,  William  Hill,  who  was 
a  \  t'ti  r,ni  hotel  man  of  fifty  years  exi>erience,  Mr.  lletbennGi:;  n  brought 
with  hun  Thomas  Kraci<en  anti  the  two  have  been  together  in  the  Hotel 
Belding  for  twenty-eight  years.  In  1915  Mr.  Hethering^on  severed  his  con- 
nection as  active  manager  of  the  hotel  and  now  devotes  his  entire  time  to  the 
management  of  the  Belding  f  .an^l  and  Improvement  Company  in  its  manage- 
ment of  farms  and  real  estate.  Mr.  Bracken  still  remains  in  the  employ  of 
the  hotel  as  clerk,  and  £.  W.  Dtmham,  a  young  man  from  Massachusetts, 
became  manager.  With  Mr.  Bracken's  stay  of  twenty-nine  years  at  the  hotel 
he  has  become  one  of  the  best-known  hotel  clerks  in  the  state  of  Michigan. 

In  addition  to  the  Hotel  Belding,  the  Belding  Land  and  Improvement 
Company  has  erected  a  basket  mill,  has  given  to  the  city  a  fine  park  along  the 
river  and  has  been  instrumental  in  pushing  Belding  to  the  front  in  every 
possible  way   Every  movement  for  the  betterment  of  the  town  has  been 
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badced  by  tliis  conipan\  both  with  thdr  influence  and  also  financially.  With 
the  pride  which  Belding  Brothers  take  in  the  city  which  stands  as  a  monument 
to  their  name  this  company  does  everything^  possible  to  promote  the  growth 
and  well-being  of  the  town  and  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  its  citizens. 
This  company  has  not  only  done  its  share  in  the  erection  of  substantial  build- 
ings in  the  city  but  th^  have  built  three  large  blocks  on  the  main  street  of  the 
city. 

The  Belding  I^nd  and  Improvement  Company  also  built  a  fine  opera 
house  with  H  seating  cai)acity  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  and  is  fully  equipped 
with  all  modem  devices  known  to  the  stage,  also  steam  heat  and  electric 
lights. 

^fter  the  death  of  H.  H.  Belding,  M.  C.  Yotme,  of  Cliicago,  became 
vice-president  oi  the  Beldiug  Land  and  Improvement  CJompany.  Fred  N. 
Belding,  son  of  A.  \V.  Belding.  of  Kockville.  has  become  secretary  of  the 
company.  The  present  officers  are :  A.  W.  Bdding,  president ;  li.  C,  Young, 
vice-president;  M.  M.  Belding,  Jr.,  treasurer;  Fred  W.  Belding,  secretary, 
and  W.  P.  Hetherington,  assistant  secretary.  The  above  constitute  the  board 
of  directors,  with  the  addition  of  M.  M.  Belding.  Sr.  W.  P.  Hetherington, 
in  addition  to  acting  as  manager  of  the  hotel  for  twenty-seven  years,  has 
also  been  the  active  manager  of  the  Belding  Land  and  Improvement  Com- 
pany for  the  same  length  of  time. 

FIRST  PASSENGKR  UNK  INTO  B£iJ>ING. 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Hotel  Bekliug  there  were  no  passenger 
trains  running  into  the  city.  The  town  was  supplied  with  freight  service, 
but  that  only  run  every  two  days.  H.  H.  Belding  and  George  Ellis  organized 
a  street  railway  company  which  was  to  operate  between  Belding  and  Kidd- 
ville.  The  equipment  consisted  of  an  old  horse  car  and  one  horse,  and  the 
company  planked  between  the  rails  for  the  horse  to  waUc  on.  This  car  met 
all  the  trains  coming  into  Kiddville  and  the  capacity  of  the  car  was  twenty 
peof^e.  In  case  of  a  gala  day  or  any  important  happening  in  Belding  which 
caused  added  patronage,  the  operator  would  attach  two  hand  cars  to  hts 
horse  car  as  trailers  and  in  this  way  was  able  to  take  care  of  the  crowds.  The 
fare  was  ten  cents  each  way.  The  first  passenj^^er  train  to  run  into  Belding 
came  on  August  ii,  i8S8,  on  the  opening  of  the  Hotel  Belding. 


CHAPTER  XXL 


TKANSHORIATION. 

The  chapter  on  transportation  in  Tonia  county  does  not  take  up  the 
great  amount  of  space  which  some  of  the  other  chapters  do.  However,  the 
history  of  the  railroads  in  any  county  is  one  of  the  important  factors  in  the 
growth  of  that  county.  There  are  only  two  main  roads  in  this  county, 
namely :  t!ie  Pere  Marquette,  which  is  officially  known  as  the  Detroit,  Grand 
Rapids  &  Western  Railroad  Company,  and  the  Grand  Tnmk  system,  which 
was  also  known  as  the  Detroit,  Grand  Haven  &  Mihvattkee. 

The  Ime,  which  was  for  mam'"  years  known  as  ihe  Detroit.  Grand  Haven 
^  Milwattkee  rriilrna<i  and  1=^  at  present  kn<n\-n  as  the  (rrand  f'ruiik  ^vstem, 
wn<  the  first  liPf'  o'  raiiwav  i)iiilt  and  compkied  to  anv  point  within  the 
ix)nndarie<  t)j  hmm  couiily.    It  was  over  the  eastern  link  of  this  road,  wliich 
wa-^  at  that  earlv  Hate  the  old  Detroit  &  Pontiac  road  and  was  in  operation 
many  year»  before  tiie  iocoinotive  reached  the  waters  of  the  (Irand  river,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Western  Michigan  enjoyed  their  earliest  railway  facilities. 
This  was  by  means  of  the  stage-lines  which  ran  from  Lyons,  via  De  Witt, 
I^singburg  and  other  points  in  Shiawassee,  Genesee  and  Oakland  counties, 
eastward  to  the  successive  termini  of  the  railroad,  which  was  first  only  as  far 
as  Royal  Oak,  later  it  extended  to  Birmingham  and  eventually  to  Pontiac. 
This  extremely  early  history  does  not  deal  directly  with  the  history  of 
Tonia  county  except  through  the  medium  of  the  stage  coach,  for  it  was  purely 
an  Oakland  county  enterprise  and  yet  it  was  one  in  which  the  Ionia  county 
people  were  interested  and  also  benefited  and  for  that  reason  it  seems  proper 
to  give  a  short  sketch  of  the  building  and  opening  of  the  Pontiac  road.  This 
line  was  of  special  interest  to  people  of  this  county  first,  because  its  connect- 
ing stage  lines  gave  them  cnmmnntcation  over  it  and  at  n  later  period  through 
its  extension  it  became  a  part  of  the  throug^h  line  between  Grand  TTa\'pn  and 
Milwaukee  which  traverses  this  coimty  through  its  entire  breadth,  from  east 
to  west. 

FIRST  STATE  CHARTER. 

The  Detroit  &  Pontiac  railroad  project  was  agitated  in  Oakland  as 
early  as  the  spring  of  1830.    By  an  act  which  was  passed  bv  the  l^slative 
(16) 
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council  of  the  territory  and  approved  by  Governor  Cass,  on  the  31  st  of  July, 
1830,  the  Pontiac  &  Detroit  Railroad  Company  was  duly  incorporated.  This 
was  the  Hrst  railroad  company  to  be  chartered  in  the  state  of  Michigan.  The 
original  incoqx>rators  oi  this  company  were  John  P.  Helfeiistein,  Gideon  O. 
Whittemore,  William  I\  Mosely,  Williairi  Thompson,  Hervey  Parke,  and 
"such  other  persons  as  shall  associate  for  the  purpose  of  makini;  a  good  and 
sutficiml  iaihn;ul  frwin  fnriliac  to  .the  cilv  of  Detroit.  "  I  he  stdck  of  this 
compa]:v  was  [ii  irinsiNt  dI  one  ti'ui.isaiul  shares  at  the  par  \alue  (.it  one  hun- 
dred ilollars  eaeii,  Vlus  company  soon  touiul  that  ilic  project  wii^  entirely 
too  heavy  lor  ilic  means  which  they  could  command  and  in  consequence 
their  charter  becan7e  void  by  reason  of  their  failure  to  comply  with  its  con- 
ditions. 

Although  the  hrst  endeavor  to  organize  and  build  a  railroad  in  the  state 
had  met  with  failure  it  did  not  discourage  other  promoters,  as  shown  by  the 
fact  that  a  second  company  was  formed.  The  act  granting  a  new  charter 
was  passed  by  the  territorial  legislature,  and  approved  by  the  governor, 
March  7,  1834.  The  amount  of  stock  was  placed  at  $50,000,  and  the  fol- 
lowing were  appointed  connnissioners  to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  stock: 
William  Dra])er.  Daniel  LeRoy,  David  Stanard,  Johnson  Nfiles.  Seneca  New- 
berry, h'lisha  Beach,  Benjamin  I'helps.  Joseph  Xilcs,  Jr.,  and  Augustus  C. 
Slevcns.  This  roa'd  was  ti  •  he  known  as  tlic  Detroit  &  Pontiac  Raihoad  '  "om- 
])anv,  the  wurk  \\a^.  to  he  conmienced  within  two  years  from  the  pas>a^e  of 
Uie  aci  and  cuuipklcd  vvilhin  six  years,  the  charter  to  be  lorfeiicd  by  taiiuie 
to  comply  with  these  conditions.  The  (Nfincipal  stockholders  were  .Mfred 
Williams  and  Sherman  Stevens,  of  l^ontiac,  who  were  also  managers  of  the 
affairs  of  the  company. 

Operations  were  soon  commenced,  Init  very  slow  progress  was  made  in 
the  construction  of  the  road,  ami  it  was  not  until  the  fall  of  1838  that  a  track 
( which  even  then  was  composed  of  wooden  rails  for  a  part  of  the  way)  was 
completed  as  far  as  Royal  Oak  and  trains  made  up  of  cars  of  the  most 
inferior  de^^cription  were  nm  from  Detroit  to  that  point  by  horse-power.  In 
the  fall  of  1839  the  road  was  extended  so  that  the  trains  ran  to  Binnin^ham, 
and  steam  was  introdnced  as  a  moti^'e  ])ower  for  their  propnl^iion.  At  that 
time  (Septemher,  1839),  the  I'onliac  papers  contained  the  advertisement  of 
Henrv  T.  Rucklev,  agent  and  cotidnctoi .  informing  the  jMihlic  that  the  trams 
were  rnnnnig  two  trips  a  day  between  Detroit  and  Birminj^ham  and  makin;^^ 
connections  at  the  latter  place  with  a  daily  line  of  "post-coaches"  lor  I'oiiiiac 
and  i  lint,  ami  a  .<jemi-weekly  line  for  Lyons,  on  the  Grand  river,  by  way  of 
Byron,  l>e  Witt  :uid  other  points. 
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In  1840,  the  company  being  heavily  in  debt  and  without  means  of  pay- 
ment, the  road  was  sold  at  sheriff's  sale  to  capitalists  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  Then  followed  another  period  of  delay  and  discouragement,  but 
finally,  in  September,  in  1844,  the  road  was  opened  to  Pontiac,  which  for 
more  than  ten  years  continued  to  be  the  western  terminus  and  the  point  of 
connection  with  the  stage-lines  mnning  to  Flint,  Saginaw  and  the  Grand 
river. 

EARLY  EQUIPMENT. 

In  the  earlier  vears  of  Its  operation  thi>  road  was  made  the  snhjert  of 
unmeasured  ridicule  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  company,  Ihe  rons^h 
am!  superficial  manner  in  which  the  line  was  con^-iructed,  the  poor  quahty  e-f 
as  rarriaie^es  and  mat  hiiier\ .  and  the  exceedingly  slow  and  irregular  time 
made  liy  tlie  naiii  l^elwien  1 'niiiiac  and  Detroit. 

From  an  aniclc  which  appeared  in  the  Detroit  Post  a  few  years  since 
containing  some  reminiscences  of  pioneer  railway  travel,  the  following,  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  Ponttac  line,  is  extracted :  "The  trains  would  frequently 
stop  between  way-stations  by  a  signal  of  some  farmer  who  wished  .to  ask 
questions  or  take  passage.  An  old  lady  denizen  of  a  farm-house,  with  spec- 
tacles of  a  primitive  manufacture  placed  high  upon  her.  forehead,  came  run- 
ning out  to  the  train  waving  her  bandanna.  Her  signal  being  heeded,  the 
train  was  brought  to  a  stop  and  her  inquiry  of  the  conductor  was,  if  a  certain 
lawyer  named  Drake,  was  on  board.  After  receiving  a  negative  answer  a 
short  conversation  was  kept  up  bcfote  the  train  started  on  its  journey.  It 
was  no  uncommon  occurrence  for  the  eng^ineer,  who  kept  his  shot-gun  with 
him,  to  bring  down  game  from  his  engine,  shut  off  steam  and  send  his  fireman 
after  the  fruit  of  his  marknianship.  The  road  htm^  laid  with  ^trap-rail,  one 
of  the  dtities  of  the  conductor  was  to  keep  a  hammer  for  the  purjiose  of 
spiking  down  'snake-heads'  whenever  they  were  seen  from  the  cab  of  the 
engineer.'* 

After  a  few  vears  of  ojieration  with  the  primitive  and  unsafe  "strap- 
rail'  tlie  line  was  leased  for  ten  years,  to  Gurdon  Williams,  hut  the  lease  was 
purchased  or  relinquished  before  its  expiration  and  the  road  came  into  the 
possession  of  a  company  of  which  H.  N.  Walker  was  made  the  president. 
Under  his  administration  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  was  raised  on  the 
bonds  of  the  road  to  re-lay  the  track  with  solid  T  rails  and  to  make  other 
improvements  necessary  to  ]>ut  the  road  in  condition  for  business. 
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OAKLAND  &  OTTAWA  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Inunediatdy  after  the  completion  of  the  road  irom  Detroit  to  Pontiac  a 
project  was  formed  to  build  a  railroad  from  that  village  westward  through 
Shiawasse,  Clinton,  Ionia,  Kent  and  Ottawa  counties,  to  the  mouth  of  Grand 
riyer,  to  connect  at  that  point  with  steamers  for  Milwaukee  and  other  lake 
ports.  This  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Oakland  &  Ottawa  Raib-oad 
Company,  and  its  incorporation  by  an  act  of  the  state  Legislature,  approved 
April  3,  1848.  The  persons  appointed  as  commissioners  to  receive  subscrip- 
tions to  the  capital  stock  (which  \sas  fixed  at  $2,500,000)  were  Gurdon 
Williams,  Edward  A.  Brush.  H.  C.  Thurber.  Alfred'wiUiams,  Bowman  W. 
Dennis^  John  Hamilton,  C.  P.  Bush,  VV.  A.  Richmond  and  Charles  Shepard. 
The  company  was  empowered  hy  the  act  "to  construct  a  railroad  with  a 
double  or  single  track  from  the  village  of  Pontiac,  in  the  county  of  Oakland, 
to  Lake  Michigan,  in  the  county  of  Ottawa,"  passing  it  through  the  most 
desirable  and  eligible  route,  by  the  way  of  Feiitonvilk.  and  was  required  to 
begin  its  construction  within  tive  years  and  to  complete  it  within  titteen  years 
from  the  passage  of  the  act. 

In  1850  an  act  was  passed  (approved,  March  20)  providing  "that  the 
Detroit  &  Pontiac  Railroad  Cmnpany  t>e,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
extend  said  railroad  so  as  to  connect  with  the  Oakland  &  Ottawa  railroad 
when  constructed,  thus  forming  a  continuous  line  of  railroad  through  the 
viUage  of  Pontiac." 

The  construction  of  the  Oakland  &  Ottawa  road  was  commenced  in 
1852,  and  in  the  following  year  H.  N.  Walker  (who  was  a  leading  spirit  in 
this  as  well  as  in  the  Pontiac  road)  purchased  in  England  twenty-six  hundred 
tons  of  iron  which  was  estimated  to  be  sufficient  to  lay  the  track  through  to 
Fentonville.  On  the  13th  of  Febmary,  1855,  the  governor  approved  "an  act 
to  aiithorire  the  consolidation  of  the  Detroit  &  Pontiac  and  the  Oakland  & 
Ottawa  Railroad  Companies,  so  as  to  form  a  continuous  Hne  from  Detroit 
to  Lake  Michigan,  under  the  name  of  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  Railroad 
Company."  By  the  same  act  the  name  of  the  Detroit  &  Pontiac  \vas  changed 
to  that  of  "The  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  Railroad  Company,"  which  was 
empowered  to  increase  its  capital  stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $10,000,- 
000;  and  it  was  further  provided  that  "the  said  company  is  hereby  author- 
ized, for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  continuous  line,  to  purchase  all  the  prop> 
erty  rights  and  franchises  of  the  Oakland  &  Ottawa  company  upon  such 
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terms  as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon;  and  the  stockholders  of  the  said 
Oakland  &  Ottawa  Railroad  Company  shall,  in  case  of  s^e»  become  stock- 
holders of  the  said  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  Railroad  Company,  in  such  propor* 
tions  as  may  be  agreed  upon  in  the  terms  of  sale ;  and  the  said  Oakland  & 
Ottawa  Railroad  Company  shall  thereupon  become  merged  in  the  said  Detroit 
&  Milwaukee  Railway  Company." 

FOREIGN  CAPITAL  SECURED. 

Under  the  authority  so  conferred  the  two  companies  were  consolidated 
and  the  Oakland  &  Ottav  a  ^lecame  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  line.  The  work 
of  construction  west  ot  lontiac  had  proceeded  l>ut  slowly  during  tlie  three 
years  succeeding  its  commencement,  but  as  the  new  company  had  negotiated 
a  loan  in  Europe  to  the  amount  of  $i,25o,ocx>,  it  was  now  vigorously  pushed; 
so  that  in  October,  1855,  Uie  fx>ad  was  opened  to  Fentonville.  where  stage 
connections  were  made  for  points  on  the  Grand  river  and  for  Flint  and 
Saginaw.  In  the  following  spring  the  locomotive  entered  Shiawasse  county 
ior  the  first  time  and  on  July  t,  1856,  the  road  was  formally  opened  to 
Owosso,  where  the  arrival  of  the  pioneer  train  was  hailed  with  demonstra- 
ti<Mis  of  almost  unbounded  delight  and  exultation.  The  same  enthusiasm 
greeted  the  opening  of  the  road  to  St.  John's,  Clinton  county,  on  the  16th  of 
January  following. 

Between  St  John's  and  Ionia  the  work  was  prose;jCUted  with  vigor  and 
the  road  was  completed  to  the  county  seat  of  Tonia  connty  in  September, 
1857.  Finally,  on  the  22(1  of  N'ovember,  1858.  the  line  was  opened  to  its 
terminus  at  Grand  Haven,  and  the  locoinoti\f  traversed  the  entire  i>cniTisnla 
from  the  Detroit  river  to  Lake  Michigan.  Well  might  the  people  along  its 
route  conf^ratulate  themselves  as  they  saw  the  first  trains  six-eding  along^,  for 
their  coming  was  an  event  which  lifted  the  ban  01  isolation  from  these 
counties  and  more  than  doubled  the  value  of  their  domain. 

This  road,  although  of  great  benefit  to  the  country  through  which  its 
course  leads,  proved  a  bad  investment  for  its  original  stockholders.  The 
foreclosure  of  the  bondholders'  mortgages  in  i860  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  a 
receiver,  and  it  remained  in  this  condition  until  October  19,  1878,  when  it 
became  the  Detroit,  Grand  Haven  ft  Milwaukee  railroad  by  pasang  into  the 
possession  of  a  company  of  that  name,  organized  in  the  interest' of  the  Great 
Western  Railway  of  Canada.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  tlrand  Trunk 
system. 
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fBXE  MARQUETTE  SYSTEM. 

i\s  WHS  previously  stated,  the  only  other  railroad  in  Ionia  county  is  the 
Pere  Marquette  system.  But  there  have  been  seven  se]>arate  and  individual 
lines  built  in  this  county  which  are  at  present  owned  by  this  system  and 
trains  are  run  over  all  of  these  routes;  however,  it  is  true  that  they  connect 
at  present  in  such  a  way  as  to  form  only  three  lines,  yet  they  were  built  at 
seven  different  times. 

The  Detroit,  Grand  Rapids  &  Western  Railroad  Company,  which  is  at 
present  cnntrolled  by  the  receivers  of  the  Pere  Marquette  system,  comprises 
what  was  formerly  the  foDowing  companies:  Detroit,  Lansing  &  Lake 
Michigan  Railroad  Company,  Ionia  &  Lansing  Railroad  Company,  Ionia, 
Stanton  &  Northern  Railroad  Company,  and  Detroit,  Lansing  &  Northern 
Railroad,  which  was  later  changed  to  the  Detroit.  Grand  Rapids  Western. 
The  Detroit  S.'  Howell  R.iilroad  Conipan\  and  the  IIovvcll  ^-  Lan.sing  Rail- 
road Company  were  consolidated,  forming  the  Detroit,  ITowfll  &  Lansing 
Railroad  Compaiiy.  The  above  named  companies  were  crganized  by  local 
interests  on  the  line  l>etween  Detroit  and  1-ansirig,  to  constnict  a  line  con- 
necting the  above  points.  Local  aid  was  readily  secured  and  a  large  part  of 
the  road-bed  between  Plymouth  and  Howell  was  graded  but  no  track  was 
laid.  Entrance  to  the  city  of  Detroit,  with  right  of  way  down  Fourth  street 
and  Grand  River  avenue,  for  the  location  of  terminals,  was  seaired.  After- 
ward the  stock  of  the  Detroit,  Howell  &  Lansing  road  was  purchased  by  the 
Hon.  James  F.  Joy,  then  president  of  the  Michigan  Central  railroad,  and  his 
associates,  and  the  main  line  was  deflected  to  connect  with  that  line  at  West 
Detroit  After  this  cliange  the  right  of  way  down  Fourth  street  was  aban- 
doned and  the  property  near  the  comer  of  Fourth  and  Grand  River  was  sold. 

The  Ionia  &  Lansing  Railroad  Company  was  organized  by  Lansing. 
Ionia  and  Portland  residents  and  other  interests  along  the  projxised  route. 
The  artivp  operation  on  (he  line  from  Lansing  to  Ionia  was  pushed  through 
and  in  December,  1869,  the  first  train  was  mn  over  this  line.  It  was 
extended  to  Greenville  in  Se]>leml)er,  1870.  This  road  was  sold  to  Tame«  F. 
Joy  and  hi.s  associates  in  1S70  and  eonsolidated  witii  the  Detroit,  Howell  & 
Lansi  nfcT  road  in  the  latter  year,  forming  what  was  know^n  as  the  Detroit, 
Lansfng  ik  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Company.  That  part  of  the  latter  road 
from  Detroit  to  Howard  City,  except  the  portion  from  Lansing  to  Green- 
ville, was  constructed  in  187 1,  and  opened  for  traffic  in  the  month  of  August. 

The  Ionia,  Stanton  &  Northern  Railroad  Company,  of  which  the  line 
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from  Ionia  to  Big  Rapids  is  the  only  portion  which  can  be  dealt  with  in  this 
history,  was  organized  in  1872  by  parties  in  the  interest  of  the  Detroit, 
Lansing  &  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Company  and  was  subsequently  con- 
solidated with  that  company.  This  road  was  opened  for  business  from 
Stanton  Junction,  locally  known  as  Haynor  Depot,  to  Stanton,  in  February, 
T873.  and  was  later  extended  from  time  to  time  until  1880,  in  which  year  it 
was  completed  to  Big  Rapids. 

The  Beltling  branch,  or  better  known  as  the  Xiddville  to  Belding  Hne, 
was  built  by  local  interests  and  acquired  by  the  Lake  Michigan  road  in  1876. 

In  1875  the  Detroit,  Lansing  &  Lake  Micliig'an  "Railroad  Company 
detanked  m  the  paMncnt  of  interest  nn  its  mortgage  bonds  I  fic  trustees 
aanxd  in  the  mortgage  t^ok  poshcs^ion  ot  the  j)ronerty  iividcr  the  terms  of 
the  nioiigages  and,  ])ending  the  re-organization,  the  properly  wa»  operated 
by  Hon.  Tames  F.  Jo>.  as  agent  for  the  trustees.  On  December  26.  1876, 
the  purchasers  of  the  ruaci,  uiulcr  judicial  sale,  tiled  articles  of  association 
with  the  secretary  of  state  at  Lansing,  Michigan,  of  the  Detroit,  Lansing  & 
>Jorthern  Railroad  Company,  The  above  named  company  took  over  all  the 
property,  rights  and  franchises  of  the  Detroit,  Lansing  &  I^e  Micliigan 
Railroad  Company. 

The  next  line  to  be  constructed  in  this  cotmty  was  that  portion  from 
Freeport  to  Lowell.  This  road  lies  almost  on  the  county  line  between  Ionia 
and  Kent  counties  although,  owing  to  the  necessary  crooks,  it  is  almost 
wholly  in  the  latter  county.  This  road  originally  had  its  southern  terminus 
at  Freeport,  while  it  connected  at  Lowell  with  the  main  line  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  system.  After  its  construction  several  years  and  at  the  time  the  Pere 
Marquette  purchased  the  holdings  of  the  difTercnt  smaller  companies;  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  this  line  was  extended  to  Belding.  From  Lowell  to  Beld- 
nig  and  (Tfeeiu  ille  it  now  forms  the  main  line  of  the  Pere  Marquette  from 
Grand  Kapids  to  Saginaw. 

The  last  road  to  be  constructed  in  this  county  and  the  one  that  almost 
proved  tlie  undoing  of  Tonia  was  the  line  from  Grand  F.edge  to  Grand 
Rajids.  This  passes  through  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  crossing 
Campbell  and  Odessa  townships  and  having  stations  at  Elmdale,  Clarksville 
and  I^e  Odessa.  This  is  the  main  line  from  Detroit  to  Grand  Rapids  at 
present  and  has  given  the  village  of  Lake  Odessa  its  present  .size  and  activity. 


CHAPTER  XXIL 


MIUTARY  HISTORY. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  the  people  of  Ionia  county  were 
strongly  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  Union  at  whatever  cost,  and  were  qin'ck 
to  respond  to  the  call  for  volunteers  to  suppress  the  rebellion.  The  following 
roster  is  taken  from  the  official  records  and  gives  the  names  of  all  who 
enlisted  from  Ionia  county : 

SECOND  INFANTRY. 

Aaristttut  Surgeon  Jerome  Uobbini^  lltitliertuii :  comuilgaloiied  Marrh  11^  1866; 
reai«iMd  Mnrch  12,  1806. 

('''iniKUty  A. 

Porter  J^oreuiaii  &.  mustered  uut  Joue  2,  ISlUk 
Blder,  D.,  di«d  of  disetuM  In  Mlclilgan,  Jiiu^  18(M. 
Itobblns,  Martin,  died  of  dlsetise  In  MIchlsun,  1864. 

Company  B. 

Arjjerslnger,  Daniel,  tllwlmrgred  at  end  of  service  Mify  25,  IStti. 
Cburclu,  Peter  C,  discharged  at  end  of  i^rvice  July  12,  1864. 
Oreen.  Wllllum  O.,  died  of  wonnda  July  18,  1864. 

Ynner,  (leorj?e  W..  muf^ttTed  out  at  expiration  of  service  Juoe  6,  1804. 
Omt&tm,  D«ttiel  B.,  mustered  out  July  28,  1865. 
PhlUiiiB,  Andrew  8.,  mustered  ont  June  12,  1866. 

Contmng  V. 

First  Lieutenant  Benjunilu  Voq^,  Samnac;  enlisted  aa  aergetint  in  Oompany  I, 
April,  18&i;  discluirgeil  fm-  d5.«:ihility  M;iy  :?1  1S<M. 
Beueditit,  I^afnyette,  mustered  out  July  28,  1865. 
Cornell,  LorensD  L.,  muatered  ont  July  28,  IWIB. 
(;a»ey,  Tlionias,  uiustereil  out  July  28,  ISO-n. 
DaridB.  Phllauder,  mustered  out  July  15.  1^'>5. 
Qreen.  Witliaui  D.,  mustered  out  July  2h,  i.s<iu. 
Peck,  Russell  S.,  mustered  out  August  R,  186S. 
Kider,  Stepbeu  V.,  mustered  out  AuKUKt  oJ  180n. 

B4ildwln,  Abuer  A»  discliargetl  for  disability  May  Ifi,  1866. 
Baldwin.  Oeoix»  W.,  mustered  out  May  11.  1865. 
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Trnvis,  Chiirles,  mustered  out  July  2S.  isnn 

VoAiier,  Miisim.  died  of  waaiutK  received  uenr  Petersburg,  Virginia,  Au^just  19.  1864. 

ComjNiity  F. 
Joneo.  Ueulieu,  uiuijiteml  out  June  12.  1965. 

I4iinpttmu,  Peter,  died  of  dlfletiae  In  New  York,  Derember  14,  1864. 

rftrio,  .Toliii  U  .  iiinsterfHl  om  .Tiinp  ir>,  IKfln. 

Stm-H.  «aumel.  ai»cUiirK«il  for  dl^aliility  Aju-ll  J2,  lfi65. 

Oompanv  iS. 

fr^ecoud  Uenteuiiiit  Janiett  I..  ^iiuuUiR.  I^yoiiH;  eullDted  Aprl)  1,  1864.  ns  private  In 
Sixth  Cuvnlry;  resigned  Cktober  14.  1864. 

Htn(1$«.  ChMries,  died  of  wouiid«  June  22,  1^64. 

lliltou,  Levi  N..  died  In  uction  near  Petersburi;,  Va..  June  17,  1864. 
l*iirniiilee,  Trnnmii,  niisalnj?  In  notlou  June  17,  1864. 
IttibiuMni.  <\)rydon.  died  of  di)^)0e  nl  Wasblngton.  D.  C. 

Company  H. 

First  IJt'uteii.iiu  Juhn  i'.  Audeisou,  ^ti'iuutci  tojiuuissioned  April  1,  li^;  mustered 
out  July  28,  1865. 

Hulse.  Clear.  <lled  in  m-tlou  near  Pelerslturp.  Virginia,  June  17,  1864. 
f)slwn.  Willi  tun  IT.,  mnstereil  out  .Mny  15.  A<im. 
iltingei',  Auiiiiiiiiel  \V.,  luutitereii  out  .July  2S,  1865. 
Wbeeler.  Kniniett  J.,  uinstered  out  July  28,  1865. 

Coffltl.  .Tohu.  iU'd  of  wounds  Atlgnrt  '22,  T«(54. 

FIaIi.  Alexaiuler,  dischnrged  for  (UsiibUity  September  2fi.  1864. 

Merduint.  WlUnrd,  ninwtered  out  July  28,  1866. 

MiipOH,  I'eter.  died  of  woundt»  June  18,  1864. 

Owen.  Wiirren  M..  rlitnl  of  ^Tiseasf'  -M  Philadelphia.  Penii^lTanla,  Jime  4,  1B65. 
Sntitli.  Deviue  H..  disclutrKed  for  d1s:)hllit.v  Mny  6^  1865. 
'  Rhowenntin,  Jacob,  dlscbtiriced  for  dtsablUty  December  26,  1864. 
labam,  Alfred  R.,  discharged  by  order  l£ay  3, 186S. 

THIRD  INFANTRY — FIRST  TERM. 

Colonel  itoseM  B.  HouRhtoii,  Sanmiic;  commissioned  July  20,  1864;  aiipeinted  colonel 
new  Tldrd  Infnntrj-.  CK-toher  15.  1864. 

TJoiit«>naiit  roioiici  Anihrn^p  A.  .Stevens.  Snramie:  commissioned  May  13,  1861;  pro- 
moted colonel  Twenty-First  Infantry,  July  25,  18^. 

TJeutennut-Coloiiel  Edvin  S.  Pierce,  T^oos;  commissioned  January  1.  1863;  wounded  « 
in  sirtioi)  nt  rh;incellor»ville,  ^'i^Kin1Il  :  «1ischarged  Jamiary  20.  1864. 

IJeutenunt-Colouel  Mosses  R.  Houghton.  Sarnuae;  commissioned  January  20,  1864; 
promoted  ma^r  September  1,  1862;  promoted  to  colond. 
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Simieon  ZeaaB  B.  BUbb,  Ionia;  commissioned  October  IS,  1861;  asslBtaiit  sargeon 
Jane  1.         :  nppointed  surgeon  r^Mjiiljir  army  ^epteiuhor  21,  1862. 

Sergeont-Miijoi*  Daniel  0,  Couversiie,  Sai'umic;  i)rouiote(l  tirst  Jieurennm  (..oinpaujr  H 
Match  IS.  1864. 

Hospital  Steward  Qeorji^  P.  Tnjrlor,  discharged  »t  etid  of  aerrlce  Jane  20,  1884. 

Cum  pan  II  A. 

Ljoas,  Ira  W..  dlscliai'ged  for  flitiubilitj'  Miiy  8^ 

Bates,  WiUlam  C,  died  in  action  at  Fair  Oaks,  Viiglnia.  May  ai.  1868. 
Turner,  Ira  6,  died  of  dieeiiee  No\-emt>er  28,  1861. 

Company  C. 

{Second  IJ«iileu{«ui  Tiieotlure  Heta,  oomnilssiouea  Juue  W,  1861. 

Hawler,  dure,  discharged  for  dlsiblUty  >'orember  22,  1802. 

Feb^ly,  Josephiue,  luusterefl  out  Julj'  5,  1865. 

FarrfB,  squire  U.,  euliated  f^ebarunry  14,  imn. 

Iklaaou,  Burdett,  mustered  out  July  S,  1866. 

Moe,  Blam,  discharged  for  dlsnbtiity  June  17,  1862. 

Moe.  DnniH,  disohnrged  for  disiihidtr  .\nEnist  %  1868. 

Oabotu,  Wlllinm  IL,  disdmrged  for  ais<it)ilirj-  March  13,  nm. 

Olds,  Wlllard,  mastered  out  Jane  24,  186S. 

Snell.  Sylvanuus,  tiischiirged  for  disability  July  27,  1861. 

Schmidt,  Auguat,  died  of  dtsetise  at  Washington,  Dee^ber  1,  1862. 

Wilson,  Dnni^  enlisted  February  22,  1862. 

Wright,  John,  enlisted  February  22,  1862. 

Compony  tJ. 

Captain  Moses  B.  Houghton,  ^itrnuac;  ixmimissioned  June  10,  1861;  promoted  major 
fteptember  1,  1862. 

Ctepttiin  Daniel  Q.  CV>ni'erse,  jjaranac:  commissioned  June  13,  1864;  mustered  out 

July  5.  ISnf), 

First  Ueuteiuint  Peter  Z.  Grau£;er,  Ssii-anac;  commlsdoueil  June  10,  1^61;  resipietl 
September  20,  1802. 

Ilrst  Lieutenant  Byron  E.  Iless.  Snraoat';  o^niipiissloiied  .Tauuarj'  1,  1S63;  second 
iienteniint  Anmist  1,  1861:  woumle<l  iind  prisoner  August  20,  1K62;  pnroleil;  dtaclutrged 
May  30,  1863. 

Second  TJeutenant  George  W.  rhiniita,  Snranac;  conimlasioned  Moy  18,  1861: 
resigned  Jniy  20.  isei. 

Sergeant  Byron      iiess,  prunurteil  to  .second  lieutenrtnt. 

Hergennt  Zera  L.  Cotton.  dlMchitrged  to  euliKt  In  regular  nmiy,  December  6,  1861. 

Sergeiint  Heury  S.  Mather,  niuntered  out  July  5.  ISO,"). 

Sergeimt  Oftcnr  Woodmantwe,  f1txK>hnri;<Hl  for  disnMllty  January  15.  \m^. 

Sergeant  Hinl  P.  Clarli.  died  in  nction  at  CluinceUorsviae,  Virginia,  May  3,  1863. 

Sergeant  John  Benson,  promoted  March,  1863. 

Corporal  Sylvanna  Staring,  discharged  for  disability  Jane  7,  1882. 
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Corjjorrtl  Richard  E.  AitUur. 

Corporal  VViUlaitt  Uimt,  (diactiaiied  fvr  di&ibllity  November  isn2 
Wdguuer,  lAomas  Thompaoin,  dlscban^  nt  &kL  o£  service  June  2U,  itib'i. 
Arttaor,  fidmuud  B. 

Aispinigb,  B«BjftiiJin  F.,  <i*s(^hjtr?pii  f»)r  rii'iiihility  December  21,  IBftL 

Aldersou,   luustered  out  Jul^  5,  i?*^5. 

Barber,  Samuel  B.,  mustered  oat  July  5,  1865. 
K.irluM-.  Miirtiii.  .lis<  h:a-}ied  for  disability  April  4,  1868. 
Beutou,  Duukl,  UiiKiutriged  for  disability  i>eceinber  19,  1^1. 
Baker,  Pblletus,  disclutrged  for  dia»billty  December  24,  1861. 
Brlggs,  Solomon  D.,  discharged  for  disnbillty  Jiibonry  5,  1868. 
Kiirb*»r.  Andrw. 
Burtou,  Kuiiui. 

Clyse,  Martin  F.,  died  of  diaetise  »t  Alexflndrla,  Virginia. 

<^"r>!i'.  Ri'njsiinlii  F..  discbnrjred  t<>v  iliHHihilHy  February  11,  1868. 
Corby,  inquire       vetemniised  February  2&, 

Dickenuan,  Edward  U.,  discharged  for  disabiUfy  October  14,  186L 
Dtllmbeck,  Chirl^  H.,  dlaebarged  for  tltmibtlity  July  2<J, 
Disbrow.  Xewton.  discbarged  »t  end  of  eeiTi^e  June  20,  1864. 
BIlisoD,  Hirum  U. 

Fish,  Wiilinm  H.,  discbarged  for  disability  Marcb  1,  1862.  • 

Frtshfo.  TTpnry  Af  ,.  ,t^s.-h.ii  i^-ed  IV.r  di'^.-iMMty  I>-,-f r-iiilx-.r  20.  iSfil. 
Foullis,  Joiin.  dlacliiirged  at  euU  of  service  February  1-1,  lS<i6. 
Fargo,  George  F.,  died  in  Virginia,  Uarcb  15.  1864 
Grmumond,  Nelaon  Q.,  killed  by  accident  January  7,  1S63. 
Orooms,  Price,  discbarged  for  disability  January  12,  1888. 
Gardner,  Jobn,  mustered  out  July  5,  1865. 
GrifDth,  William  H. 
fJrflnger.  >Itinj;rin   rtiod  of  disease. 

Hiueii,  Willis  ii,.  aiscUtu'ged  for  disability  September  30,  1861. 
Harrington,  Oscar  L. 

Keeler,  George  H. 

TiOCke.  DentUti,  iiiscbarged  for  diiwbility  i>ec<euiber  20,  1862. 
Ijewi.s.  Boyal  P..  discharged  to  enlist  in  regular  army. 
Lennlngton,  John,  mastmd  out  May  20.  18^5. 
T^nnhifTtnn  Hfr-im.  mustered  out  May  30,  1866. 

Moore,  A  f  ouzo  E!. 

McLean,  Robert,  veteranized  Ternary  18.  1864. 

Marlett  Wiilinm  H..  disdMrged  for  disability  August  19,  1861. 
Moreton^  Alexander. 

Mange,  Henry,  discharged  at  end  of  sei-vice  June  20.  1864. 
Nleia,  Philip,  discharged  for  disability  Novemher  16.  186L 
Nichol.is,  .Toll II.  missing  at  PmH  Run,  July  21,  1862. 

I^ewland,  James  P.,  discharged  to  enlist  in  regular  army  J.inunry  18,  1868. 
Olmsted,  King  B.,  at  mH  at  service  March  8,  1806. 

Voi^t,  Ci'orili'  C.  dfs.-'hiirct*!  for  disability  October  5,  1862. 
Petit,  I^ouis,  mustered  out  July  ^  1866, 

Bobtns.  Moses  M.,.dled  at  PhUadelpbla  of  wounds  April  2.  1868. 

Eeuwirk.  Jiiiiics,  discharged  iter  disability  April  1,  1863. 
Benwlek,  William,  JUsebarged  for  disability  February  14.  1866. 
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8]ocuiu,  George,  ilis< for  disiibility  April  L  ISt33." 
Suiitli,  HanUog,  ditidiui-gea  tor  diwitoiliir  Jaljr  26.  IStSL 
Smitb,  JonatliMD  R.,  discluiiveit  tor  dimbilitr  Febraaiy  2A,  1868, 
Story,  Urifts. 

XravlB,  Leonard,  dischsirfrcd  for  <H*ihHity  Febninrj'  5.  1863. 
Thompson,  Sylvester,  discharged  ior  disability  i>ecember  20,  1WJ2. 
Tuttle,  Andrew  P.,  diadiarged  to  enlist  in  regular  anay  Decetnber  0,  1861. 

Tiiompkini?.  John  N.,  died  iu  prison. 

Wmt,  Cbarlos       died  In  New  York.  Sei»tember  23,  ISOSL 

Weaver,  Jacob  B.,  mustered  out  July  5,  i9Btk 

Woodruff,  WUllam       diacharged  for  disability  October  6»  1862. 

Woodruff.  Cbiirles.  enlisted  Marcb  .16,  1863. 

Wright,  WilUaiu.  eulist^  January  6,  ISfia. 

Wade,  Inul  D..  died  at  Qettyahnrg;  FeanBylvmiSa,  July  8,  1868. 

WilscT,  Calvin. 

West,  John. 

Woodruff,  Obariea. 

Oompanp  E. 

m 

Captain  Edwin  S.  Pierce^  Lyons;  commissioned  May  18,  1861;  promoted  lieutenant- 

Cotonel. 

l!'ix-i$t  Lieutcuiiut  .'^oloiiiou  1'.  Tuiney.  Muir;  commlisiauea  Miiy  13,  1861,  re^^ed 
AosuBt  6.  1862. 

first  Lieutennnr  Dtivid  C.  Crawford.  Lyona;  commissioned  September  22,  1862;  pro- 
moted captain.  Company  O. 

Second  Lleutennnt  Ditvid  C.  Crawford,  I^rons;  commissioned  June  10,  1861;  pro> 
moled  second  lieutenant. 

Her^ettnt  Prtvid  O.  Crawford,  liyons;  commissioned  June  10,  1861;  promoted  eee- 
oml  Ucutenaut. 

Sergeant  James  F.  Verris.  veteraniaed  December  23»  1863;  transferred  to  Fifth 
Infantry,  June  10.  1*^f;4 

Sem^nt  AUred  M.  liuma  dlacharged  for  dieabiUty  July  2d,  1861. 

Sergeant  Charlea  M.  Finch,  veteraniied  December  23,  1863;  transferred  to  Fifth 
Infantry. 

Seri?eant  James  M.  Lewis,  enlisted  May  18.  1801. 

Sergeant  Earnest  Syuold,  veteranized  December  23,  iHti.'t;  sergeiiDt;  transferred  to 
Fifth  Infantiy  June  10,  1864. 

Corporal  Koltf^rt  R.  Swart.  (1Is<^fi;u-er«l  for  <1I.>viMllty  December  5.  1962. 

Corporal  Herbeit  S.  Tatt,  disdiarged  for  disability  F^ruary  7,  1868. 

Corporal  Duane  Tousiey.  discharged  for  disability  September  IB^  1862. 

Corporal  Bll  W.  Brown,  veteraniied  iSnrtHk  19,  1864;  transferred  to  Fifth  Infantiy 
June  10.  im. 

Ooiltoral  Boyal  8.  Diintiniii. 

Musician  Amos  Stocfcwell.  veteranlaed  December  28,  1864;  tranafMrred  to  FlfOi 
Infantry  June  lo.  l«04 

Musician  Alfred  A.  Gar  lock,  iliscbnri^ed  for  disability  January  13,  1863. 

Wagoner,  Samuel  Jason,  Tetoraniaed  December  28.  1868;  mustered  out  July  5.  186IL 

Austin,  Byron  G..  diacbarged  tor  diKabfiity  July  2S,  1861. 

Anif's  r:^or?e,  veteranized  Jtrne  10,  1864;  muatersd  out  July  S,  1866. 

hums,  Alfred  M.,  discharged  for  disability  July  18.  1861. 
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Bamum,  Andrew      dlBcbarged  fov  disability  Ai^ast  28^  1868. 

Bonnetr,  AVilliam,  muttered  out  July  5,  1865. 

UoUlns,  Burnett  <X,  dlacbarged  lor  disability-  ^September  30^  IStilL 

Crapo.  Jesse  L,  died  at  Fair  Oak& 

Call,  Jobn  31.,  enlisted  May  13,  1861. 

DeDsmore,  Andrew  F.,  diseliaiv^  for  disability  April  4,  1863. 

Deouiji,  Johu,  veteranized  F^mary  18,  1861;  mustered  out  July  5,  1865. 

Dmk^  James  F.,  died  at  Wasbington.  D.  C,  of  wounds^  September  13,  1862. 

Dulryuiple,  Sylvester,  trntiKferred  to  ^'<>t«  ran  Beserre  Corps  November  26,  1868» 

Fergusou,  James,  discliarged  for  minority. 

Foreman,  Horace,  dtscbarged  for  disability  September  5,  1882. 

FerriSk  James  3iL,  mustered  out  July  5,  1865. 

nacb,  Charle*  M.,  mastered  out  July  5,  1865. 

]!\)reman,  Fruncis  M.,  mustered  our  July  5,  1865. 

Frltt8»  Franklin  B.,  enlisted  May  18,  1861. 

Oreely,  Elmtm,  dlsd  in  act i  11  at  Fredericksburg  May  31,  1862. 

Ouemwy.  V.r.rn,  diwharped  for  disjiMlify  JiUiuaiy  27,  1868. 

Guernsey,  l>ennis,  truusterred  to  Veteran  Keserve  Corps  Jauuarj*  15,  1864. 

Gallnp,  William  8.,  transferied  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  November  26,  1863. 

Ontbam,  WilUam,  (llsxharged  for  (lisabillty  November  IT,  1868. 

Howe,  Oburiee^  died  of  disiKiae  at  I'orktown. 

Horton,  Danlti  M.,  died  of  disease  July  15,  18B2. 

Hemstead,  Robert,  dlscbarged  for  disability. 

Hetb,  L.,  discharged  for  dlsnblllty. 

llowe,  Hansom,  veteranized  December  2^  1863;  mustered  out  July  5,  1868. 
Houseman,  Daniel,  veteranized  Decraiber  28,  1863;  mustered  out  July  5,  1865. 
riouseman,  George,  veteranlMd  I>ecember  23,  1863;  mustmd  out  July  5,  1865. 

Hoard.  Edwiu,  luustered  out  July  5.  I^nri, 

Loverin,  Cliarlea  B.,  discbarged  for  disability  .November  2,  lsb2. 
lAinb,  Almen  F.,  dlscbarged  for  disability  April  28,  1863. , 
LevFis,  Oliver,  veteran'zwl  T)e<'enilter  2;^.  ISf.,''.. 
J^ewia^  Edwin,  discliurged  at  eud  of  service  Juue  20.  1864. 
Lindsay,  Arad  E.,  dlscbarged  for  promotion  Dec«uber  8,  1863. 
Mosb^,  Josepb,  disebarged  for  disability. 
Maltby,  Delvin,  div.      -.jcd  fnr  disabtUty  December  27,  18fi'2. 
Moore,  Williaiu  11.  II.,  discharged  for  disability  January  22,  1863.  ^ 
Merritt,  Natban  D.,  discharged  for  disability  MarcH  14,  1863. 
Mllls^  George  W.,  veteranized  December  23.  1863:  mustersNl  out  July  5.  1865, 
Msmti,  Gbester  L.,  veteranlaed  December  23,  1864:  dlscbarged  for  disability  Mardt 
12,  1865. 

Munson,  Homer,  mustered  out  July  5,  1865. 

Musgrove,  Robert. 

Moe.  Robert,  discharged  for  disability  July  2Q,  1861. 
Muccli,  George  U,,  died  iu  action  at  Groveton  August  28,  1862. 
Owen,  Isaac  A,,  died  in  action  at  Fair  Oaks^May  81,  1862. 
Osbom.  Sylvester,  discharged  at  end  of  service  November  10,  1863. 
Pierce,  Kathan,  Jr.,  discharged  tor  disability. 
tPeiidns,  Lewis,  dlscbarged  for  disability  Mardi  4,  1868. 
Bbodes,  Gbarlee  H..  died  in  action  ai  Fred^cksburg,  Virginia,  Hay  81,  1862. 
Sickles,  Anson,  enlisted  March  18,  1862. 
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Swartman,  Cbai'les 

Shikev.  r»thriiilH,  eullsted  >r;iy  13,  1861. 

iialter.  James  \V.,  cUsdiarged  lor  dlsabilitjr  ffovetnber  8,  1S62. 

Scott,  Job,  disclMrged  to  enlist  in  regular  army  February  10,  1868. 

Toiler,  Lewis  H.,  discbarged  for  disability  Jul}  10,  1802. 

Tabor.  James  A.,  reteraulz^^d  D*.  tniil>er  2S,  1863. 

Ward,  I^ctuuel,  di^barged  for  dicuibility  Septmber  21,  1802. 

Wlaelogle,  George  H..  discharged  at  end  of  service  July  1,  1801. 

Walce,  Prescott  Tetennlxed  December  23.  1863 ;  nrastered  out  Joly  9,  1865. 

Campanv  P. 

WUiK>u,  D»iu«l,  missing  at  ^potUi'lviiMa,  May  6,  1864. 
Bryant,  George  8.,  enlisted  Febroary  20,  1862. 

Captain  Abmbam  T.  Wbitlng.  commissioned  June  10,  1801;  resigned  Seiitember  20^ 

1802. 

Captain  David  G.  Crawford,  I^^yons;  commissioned  November  1,  1863;  mustered  out 
at  end  of  service  June  20,  1864. 

Qnrduer.  Oliver,  died  In  action  .Tune  16,  1864. 

Ketcbum,  Abcabaui,  tuustered  out  U&y  31, 

Morrison.  George^  dlnharged  for  disability  Jnne  18,  1868. 

Begltng.  Christopher,  discharged  for  disability  September  10,  1804. 

Tyler,  Charles  S..  mastered  out  June  &,  1865. 

Snyleis.  John.  cuHated  3fay  13,  1801. 

Contfieni/  W, 

Purtle,  Aortiii,  dlncbatgwl  for  dlsjibllity  Febrnsm  ;»,  1803. 
glayles,  t.(yniau  A.,  diw-litirged  for  disability  .Tuik'  29,,  1863. 
Suiolk.  Jodson  A.,  discliarged  for  dimbility  2^'oTeiuber  &,  1862. 

C<mpany  I, 

IHny,  Henry,  mustered  out  July  5,  1866. 

Moiton.  Daniel  M.,  died  of  disease  June  16,  1802. 

iSiMirkis,  James  H. 

Otmptmv  K. 

Second  Lieuteoaut  Daniel  H.  Root;  commissioned  June  10,  1861. 

Anderson,  Charies  B.,  mustered  out  July  6,  1886. 

Flab,  Sanforrt.  (liseh!iri;pil  for  disjihlllt.\  Angus).  1.%  1861. 

Herrlugton,  UeorKe,  UiMcimi'WHl  for  di^bility  May  20,  1S62. 

\f»iiro<i.  Willlnm,  died  of  disease  at  Washington,  Ma>-  8,  1863. 

i  iixN  er,  iteuben,  died  at  Gettytdiurg;  July  2,  1868. 

Haywood,  George^ 
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THIRD  INFANIRY. 

Colonel  MoBes  B.  Honshtou,  SumiMc:  cotuiulasloned  October  16»  1864;  brevet  briga* 
dler^euernl  United  Ktntes  Volunteers  ilarcli  13.  1865,  for  gallant  and  meritorious 

sprvtees  daring  the  war;  mustere^l  out  May  2o,  1S65. 

First  I^ieiUeiuiut  and  Adjutuut  Bilpir  M.  Mtirble,  iuitiit ;  couuuissioaed  July  29. 
1864;  resigned  June  16. 

^ureeon  Hanison  H.  Powers.  Surnnnc:  coninilssloned  Jnly  29,  1864:  resigned  May 

22, 

Assistant  Snraeon  Ira  Winegnr,  S^aranjie;  commlmloned  Jnly  20.  1864;  resigned  March 
C,  1860. 

Cliiiplnin  Inicei-soll  M.  Buiith,  Samuac;  commisaioned  Jaly  80,  1864;  resigned  June 

16.  lim. 

Company  A. 

Second  Lientenant  Kmery  T.  Moon,  Otlm>o;  commissioned  July  2fl,  1864;  promoted 
first  lieutenant  CSomfiany  B. 

Vnmpany  B. 

Cajitfiin  Srth   M.  Moon,  Otisoo;  oomiuisslonoil  .Tnly  29.  1SC4. 
First  I«ieul«ii!int  Enic^ry  P.  Moon,  OH^;  <'ao)miMsioiied  November  IS.  1864;  pro* 
Dioted  captain.  Coiupauy  O. 

Second  IJentenaut  Enistuit  T.  Teoniana,  Ionia;  commissioned  November  16,  1864, 

seiirejinl-ni:>jor :  reslfrnefl  Slnrdi  lt>.  T«BR. 
MuKtcUiu  AUKuat  B«>Qtkey,  Hoston. 

Company  C. 

Captain  Carlos  B.  Kln^r,  Otlw>o;  commlsdoned  July  20,  1864;  resigned  March  12, 

1861;. 

l^lrst  Lieutenant  Elijah  Koiier,  Ionia ;  eouuulaiaoued  July  29^  1864 ;  promoted 
capttiin  Company  D. 

Second  lieutenant  William  J.  Just  Ionia;  commissioned  January  1,  1865;  restgned 

Jviy  7.  1866, 

Sergeant  1^1  M.  Tuily,  I^ons;  enlisted  August  4,  1^^;  di^barged  by  order  June 
30,  1865. 

Con  i-ii  Eclword  Mallory,  Orleans;  enlisted  August  27,  1864;  died  of  disease 
December  2S,  1864. 

Corporal  Luther  J.  Bl^ce,  T^omi;  died  of  wounds  July  24,  1865. 
Wagoner  John  C.  Cbamberlain.  Ionia ;  mustered  out  May  17,  1865. 

Brooks.  Morris,  riior^  of  (iiRr>n«!e  at  MurfreesboFo,  Tennessee,  January  2,  18SS. 

Briggs,  Morris  M.,  muistered  out  May  25,  1865. 

Brovm,  Hiram  P.,  discharged  by  ofde»  March  28,  1865. 

Church.  Rob^  C,  discharged  by  order  May  18,  1865. 

Elliott.  Jfi«toTi  A.,  died  of  disease  nt  Snn  Atitonio  December  13,  1865. 

Crriswold.  Emory  S.,  mustered  out  August  3.  1865. 

Hicka^  Willfam- Henry,  mustered  out  May  25,  1866. 

Hull.  Charlc?.  mnstorpfl  out  I^Tny  25,  1866. 

Morrison.  George,  died  of  disease  at  Nashville,  Match  SO,  1866. 

Moore,  Hiram,  mustered  out  May  26,  1866. 
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iniiceU.  John  C.  died  of  disease  at  UnntsvUle,  Ala.,  Fetouary  28,  186S. 

Kml,  N«^l!MHl,  miiateTw!  <m  June  l^cn. 
Itobeits^  iSaiunel  C,  muaicieU  out  May  25,  lStM>. 
Soper,  Edward  V.,  taustered  oat  Febmaiy  27, 
Smith,  Alfred  M.,  mustered  ont  May  26.  1860. 
'l>ed,  James,  ntnstcml  oii(  M.-ty  'Jfi.  ISHc. 
Trowhildge^  James,  mastered  out  September  2,  ibO£>. 
Tarrell.  John,  mustered  out  May  25,  1806. 
Wheeler,  Istinc.  n)msteml  out  Augusf  {»,  1865. 
Wocdeu,  Oeorjte  J.,  mastered  out  July  XT,  1868. 

Company  D. 

Ciai>tHia  Elijah  FoUer,  Ionia;  commissioned  March  12,  1686;  mustered  out  May 
25.  1865. 

First  Lieutenant  Gerrlt  Smith,  louhi;  commlMdoued  March  12,  1865;  mnsterad 

out  June  U.  lbk>5. 

Bnrt,  Nathaniel,  died  of  dlaense  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  Ffebroary  8,  186fi. 

Rigelow,  (VirnoHiis  .7..  masfered  out  Maj'  25,  1806. 
Curtis,  Jui!>ei.)b.  mustci-ed  out  February  12,  18@6. 
Kckert.  Martin,  died  of  disetise  at  MurfTeedboro.  January  4.  18U6. 

Sergeant  .l.miee  X.  Kni* k<«rb(K-ker.  mustered  out  M:ucll  1,  1866. 

Ityan.  William  -T ,  niuslri<>il  ont  RpptPmber  S,  ISOo. 

Vim  Duseii,  George  U.,  muBtered  out  8eptenilier  26,  186Sk 

ComiMMy  E. 

Second  liieateDant  William  Boyden.  Mnir;  commissioned  July  29,  1864;  resigned  Jan- 
uary S.  1865. 

Dr«(itiy.  Sylveiiius  IL,  died  of  disease  ut  Murfreesboro,  Marcti  10,  lSti5. 

Mills,  Jamee  P.,  mustered  out  May  5^  1866. 

Orser,  William  J.,  mustered  out  Fehmary  28,  1866. 

Yeouiiins,  Erustus  T..  promoted  to  •<prffeiint-m«3or  October  15,  1864. 
i<1rst  Lieuteiiunt  Qiarlea  Wii-kbMui,  Muir;  commissioneil  Jul^  2\\,  IH^;  resigned 
January  8.  1865. 

ScooikI  Lieutenant  Gerrlt  8mltb,  loula:  conimissioaed  July  20.  18M;  mustered  out 
June  11,  1866. 

Second  Lieutenant  James  W.  BlKelow,  Ionia,  commissioned  March  12,  1806; 
resigned  December  IS.  1865. 

Ser;;e.int  J n pies  W.  Blfs^ow.  lonla :  enlisted  8e|>tember  22.  1864;  promoted  to 

secuud  Ueatenaut. 

<3off,  Bdward  L.,  mustered  out  from  Veteran  Beserre  Corps.  November  12,  186S. 

Mu»oa,  Easel  C.  mustered  out  July  20,  isr.r.. 
Wtckham,  Wlillam  H..  mustered  out  &lay  25,  1S66. 

CoiNiNiiiy  O. 

Captain  Bmery  P.  Moon,  Otiaeo;  commissioned  January  1, 1866:  brevet  major  Manih 
13. 1866,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  during  the  war;  mustered  ont  May  25,  1865. 
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EIOHiH  INFANTKY. 

ComfMUty  A. 

Beach,  James  D.,  niustexed  oat  Jidjr  80,  1865. 

Duff,  Xnrh.-tn.  iiiu^'fcre*!  out  Jtily  'So,  ist^ 
Hewitt,  Jotm,  sent  to  boigiltal,  wouud^ 

CoiHpmy  B. 

Ooop«r,  Martlu,  dtochaxged  by  order  Auguat  8,  1865. 
Carter,  Imln,  mustered  out  July  30,  1S(k>. 

Ciiutfe,  Wilauii,  died  iu  acttou  at  l:'eterri>tti-g,  VirgiDia,  July  4,  1864. 
Douxberty,  Joliu,  veteranized;  promoted  flrxt  Henteiuint  Compaay  H,  April  26, 
1866. 

(iee,  Wlllhiin.  (lr<Yl  in  .T-tinn  .it  PptPr^hnrjr.  Mf^'ini.i.  April  2,  1885. 

(ireeu,  Muusiou  1'.,  died  in  butUe  at  sjputlyHivaulit,  VligUiia,  May  12,  18^ 

Griflitb,  Itobert  B.,  veteranised ;  diachnrged  for  distihillty  July  19,  1864. 

Haiit,  Cbarle«  a.,  >iis<  iiurged  for  disiibiiity  Septeiuber  4,  1864. 

Hosf.)r(I.  Edgar  H..  disrimnred  for  ai>vi t.ility  \frin'li  27,  1863. 

Holmes,  Eug^e,  discliarged  by  order  May  5,  i85t}. 

Hnistead,  Wallace,  corporal,  veteranized  dlscbarged  by  order  June  1,  1866. 

HouicbtiiliUK,  Hiram,  veternuized,  absent,  womided. 

&lax8tetid,  Jobtt,  discharged  by  order  May  8,  1866. 

Moeler,  Daniel,  dlacbarged  for  dlsnblllty  F^rnary  2,  1866. 

McBtide,  Tbomas,  corporal;  died  of  disease  nt  Milldale,  Mtasiaslppi,  Jiily  29,  1868. 

ItiiynK'Ud.  IIlrnTn.  dipd  of  dl^PMse  :tr  Orr^nd  Itn]'''^^   Mlclilgan,  S^lteinber  21,  1861. 

llobertsou^  Alexander,  died  of  wouiuls  at  Petersburg,  V«.,  July  6,  1864. 

BaneU,  Wlllbim,  dlscbarged  by  order  July  27,  1868. 

Bassell,  Albert  M.,  discbarged  by  order  June  3,  18f{5. 

Senrf   .Tnrol.,  discbarged  for  disabllKy  r>e<  i'MilKT  27.  ^^^02. 

Tnimer,  Lawsou  C.,  sergeant,  veteranized,  mustered  out  July  30,  18tS6. 

Cramer,  Eseklel,  dlsduirged  for  disability  October  3,  1862. 

Cramer,  Ez^el,  discbarged  for  disability  October  8,  1862. 

Ofm^an^  D. 

BeUows,  Tbomas,  died  of  dii^se  ai  FaUuoutb  December  8,  1862. 

Oonley,  Jobn,  died  in  action  at  James  Island,  Sooth  Carolina,  June  16,  1662. 

Peek,  Franklin  D.,  discbarged  for  disability  October  lOf  1862. 

Company  E. 

C&ae,  Ephraiio,  dlacbarged  for  disability  January  ^  1868.  * 
Hill,  Alvab,  discharged  for  disability  January  2,  1868. 

(17) 
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Vompnny  Q. 

Faalkoer,  Henry,  cviporal;  muatered  out  July  80,  1805. 

Ftnt  Ueotenant  Jotui  Douxberty,  Lyons;  mutit^red  oot  Joly  30.  ISOB. 

NINTH  INFANTRY. 

Mujor  Darufi  M.  Fox,  L^ou&;  euiniuU$siuu«d  t^teuibeL*  lU,  18dl;  pruuwted  colonel 
Tweiity-8ev«ntli  Inflintiy. 

Obaplaln,  Bev.  Janwe  G.  ForUuiin»  Ly<m»;  couuniasloaed  October  12,  ISOx;  redgnecl 
ITebruAiy  17,  1862. 

Commissary-iiergejuil  Aifred  S.  Biumell,  Lyoua;  iiromoteci  second  lieutenant  Com- 
peny  0. 

CommlMMiy  Sergouit  Alexander  €k>dell,  Ionia;  promoted  aeoond  lleateoaut  Ctom- 
pany  G. 

Cotiuuissary-Sergenut  Aloozo  Ban-ett,  Portland;  promoted  second  Uevtenant  Com* 
pany  0. 

Company  A. 

Bentley.  Green  S.,  mustered  out  September  16^  1865. 

Company  B. 

Bennett,  Jerome  P.,  mastered  out  September  15,  1866. 
CouTerie,  WUUam  B.,  discbarged  by  order  September  19, 190^ 

Compony  0. 

Second  Lieutenant  Alfred  S.  BmmeU,  L^yons;  commissioned  November  16,  1861; 

promoted  first  lieufemvnt  Ooiupiiny  E. 

Second  lioateuHnt  Alon^o  barrett,  I'ortluud;  irommisinoned  Marcb  14,  11^5;  mus- 
tered out  September  16^  1866. 

ComtNHitf  D. 

Captain  Jobn  K.  Smitb.  Lyons;  commissioned  Seiitember  5,  1861;  resigned  July  12, 
1862. 

Captain  Daniel  C  Moore,  L}-ons;  couimitiHloued  September  22,  18tffi;  resigned  May 
14,  1868. 

Klrst  Lieutentuit  n:inic>t  C.  Mdore,  I^ona:  euttmilSHionecl  October  12,  1861;  pro- 
moted ^ptftiu  Company  D. 

Second  Lieutenant  James  N.  Wallace,  Tyrone:  commissioned  Octolier  12.  1868;  pro- 
moted llrst  lieutenant  Company  K. 

Sorjrennf  Reynolds  TI.  SrnflfUl.  LyoiiH;  prfnimted  set-oml  HfMfpnimt  Compftny  F. 
Sergeant  Tiiouuis  J.  UUclicock,  discliiujied  for  dlsiibilit^'  October  3.  1862. 
Sergmnt  B.  A.  Stevens,  vetemntsed  I>ecemlier  7,  1863;  promoted  second  lieutenant 
Company  F. 

Sergennt  Horace  C.  GUnes,  sent  to  lios|«taL 
Sergeant  Monroe  D.  Halladay. 
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SorfTfnnf  .\]<mzo  H.  Fovvlo,  s»»:it  (<.  liospitiil. 

Coi-purul  Kesse  Buclielur,  didiarged  at  end  of  service  October  14,  1864. 
Corporal  Henrjr  6.  Obotey,  reteranlxed  December  7,  1SS&. 
Corporal  Josepti  E.  Morrison,  dlscliarged  for  disability  December  15,  1863. 
Corponil  William  P.  Sh.iy.  <]is<-hMrged  for  disablUty  April  9^  1863. 
Cotporai  iliouia8  i>.  KcoHeld,  sent  to  hospltfll. 

Corporal  Alfi-ed  S.  Bmuiell,  veterauized  December  7,  1868;  promoted  oommls- 

■arj-^'rt'P.int  nrtolK-r  2"^,  1V64. 

Corporul  Alouzo  Buri-ett,  veter«uized  December  7,  ;  promoted  commissary  sei^eant 
Febrotiiy  6,  1860. 

Musician  William  Wilson,  died  of  dlaeuse  at  West  Point.  Kentucky,  February 

17,  1862. 

Musician  JToslab  C  Qurk,  ai»ciuirged  nt  eud  of  service  October  14,  IHM. 
Wagoner,  Oileb  T.  Smith,  vetemnized  December  7,  1868;  maBtoed  out  September 
15^  1865. 

Abbott,  William,  enliat«d  September  5,  18(i1. 

Ames,  JameSv  discharged  for  di&ubiilty  December  li,  im2. 

Ames,  William. 

Aldgnte.  Gforco.  rot«>i-;inizoi1  Dpcomhpr  7,  l^fif*. ;  nmstrrod  out  September  15.  1865. 
Blngbam,  Samuel,  reterunized  December  7,  1863 ;  mustered  oat  September  1&,  1S6&. 
Boyden.  Dunlel,  veteruniited  Decmber  7,  1863;  mustered  out  September  28^  1866^ 
Braniiiii.  Kmisom,  veteranized  Dc^-eniber  7,  18C3 ;  muMered  out  September  15.  1865. 
I'Snnker.  William,  veteranized  December  7,  1868;  mustered  out  September  16,  1866. 
Uacoii,  Jos^ii  H. 
Bailey,  Milton  D. 

Barrett.  Ebenezer,  discharged  for  disability. 
Boyd€»i,  Daniel. 

Borden  J.,  discbMrged  for  disability. 

Barnard,  William  W..  dlacharged  at  end  of  service  Oetob^  14,  1864. 

Bo5;:Trrl.  l!«ffi:'rfl,  fliwhjirged  at  eiv}  nf  service  C^k'tober  14,  1864 
Buuker.  AlexauOer  M.,  diecbarged  for  diaubility  December  11,  1862. 
Banker,  Zement,  dlscliarged  for  disability  December  10,  1862. 
Covey,  Cliarles.  dlscbarged  for  disal  iiity 
Cnton,   Wploomo.   pn)is!ted   Septernber  .'>,  1861. 
OuriMfnter,  li:ikanah,  dist-tiargeti  for  disability  March  8,  imi. 
Carpenter,  Jonah  D.,  Tet^anized  December  7,  1863;  mustered  out  Sqitember  10^ 
1866. 

Dean,  B^yette  M.,  mustered  out  September  15.  1865.  ,  ^' 

Dalaell,  John  A.,  dlscliarged  twr  disability  April  28,  1863.  1 
Daiilng,  Cyrus,  discharged  at  aid  of  service  October  14,  1864. 
Dinidaon,  Marttn  D.,  died  of  disease  nt  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  April  1862. 
Evaat^  Christopher,  discharged  by  order  July  1,  1868. 

Faxon,  Albert  8.,  died  of  disease  at  MurfreeBboro,  Tenuessee,  Januarr  20,  1868. 
Griffln,  WlUls  R.,  died  of  disease  at  Mnifreeeboro,  Tennessee.  July  2,  1882. 

fJIbbs.  nporpp  T?.,  <llf*t^li;H-j:P("l       end  of  service  October  14,  1864. 
Goodenougb,  i^dwln  W.,  veteranized  Deconber  7,  1863;  mustered  out  S^»tanber 
19^  1860U 

Ooodenough,  Sdah  A.,  mustered  out  S^tembcr  15, 

HflTi<'heft.  Joseph,  veteranized  December  7,  186S;  muMiered  oat  September  15.  1866. 
Ha»^t,  William,  veteranize  December  7.  180B;  mustered  out  $eptemi»w  16,  1886. 
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Howell.  Mlcbael  8.,  veternutxed  December  7.  1868.  mastered  out  September  15,  1885. 
Iloiistoii,  A^ibKld.  Teleraul^ed  December  7,  WSi:  mustered  oat  September  IS, 
1805. 

Hodfe,  Jobn,  diacbarged  for  disabUity  March  8,  1868. 
Hiimmond,  CSiarles  H..  dlscbargod  for  dlaability  March  3,  1863. 

HttMted,  HiniTi).  ()is<>barKed  for  disabilily  Jaaaary  26>  1863. 
Homer,  UesiUil,  diacbarged  for  disabillt,^. 
Hunt,  Ahmbam. 

» 

TIonMnij;!!!,  .I.iidb  M.,  died  of  discjisie  «t  Murfreesboro,  Tonn.,  June  4.  iM2. 
Ueuakec,  George,  died  of  disease  at  West  Foiut,  Ky.,  November  16,  1863. 
Irish,  WekMnue       discharged  at  eud  of  service  October  14,  1864. 
Jourdaa,  James,  discharged  at  end  of  service  October  14,  1864. 

Kinney,  Amos,  diwhnrprd  ri(  end  n£  service  O'tchor  14,  1SR4. 

Klota,  Jobu  W..  veieranlzed  December  7,  1!S«3;  mustered  out  September  15,  lSti5. 
Lasher,  Randolph,  veteranlsed  December  7,  1868;  mustered  oat  September  IS,  186K. 

I^yons,  Uessega,  discharged  for  dlsabillry. 

Hitter,  William  6.,  veteranized  December  7. 1862;  mastered  out  September  16, 186S. 
Maynard,  James  E.,  mustered  out  September  15,  1866. 
Maijes.  Burton,  disdia^ed  for  disability  October  13,  1862. 

Mills,  WilHiiiM  n.,  dfsch:irsrd  fnr  rtlsnhtllty. 

McUansey,  l>Hvld,  discharged  tor  distibility. 

McCoy,  Daniel,  dtsebarRed  for  disabilily  December  10,  1862. 

Morrow.  Joseph  \'..,  disrhnrged  for  di nihility  Dccembet  10,  l«fi2. 

Miner,  Anderson  A.,  discharged  for  dis»it>ility  December  10,  1862. 

Manning.  Perry,  discharged  for  disability  Aiiril  9,  1868. 

Mills,  John,  enlisted  September  5.  1861. 

Mills.  J.nHoii.  died  of  diH^n<»e  nt  West  I'oint.  Ky.,  December  9,  1861. 
Newman,  I^rgiir,  enlisted  September  5,  IWJl- 

Olmstead,  Geo.,  vetnmnixed  December  7.  1863;  mustered  out  SepCsnaber  17,  186ft. 

Petit,  Etliii;i.  discharged  for  disability. 

Fage,  William  B.,  enlisted  September  &,  1861. 

Postei,  George,  discharged  for  disability  Deconber  10,  18S2. 

Peck,  Russell  S.,  enlisted  September  5.  1861. 

Powell.  .Tonathim,  dlschnr^e<l  for  dis!d>i)ity  .Inly  IT,  1*^6?. 

Plant,  Wni.  L.,  died  of  disesise  «t  West  Tolnt,  Ky.,  November  23,  1861. 

SlcSb  Henry  C,  died  of  disease  at  ffllxabethtown,  Ky.,  February  27,  1862^ 

SuttoD,  .Tolmson,  died  of  dlseast^  at  Klizabetbtowu,  Ky.,  Febmary  27,  1862. 

SouUiwlck,  Albert,  enlisted  September  5,  1861. 

Stains.  Ntfsoo  R.,  dlscha^ed  for  dlmMllty  December  10,  1862. 

SpAoer,  John  W..  discharsred  for  disjihllUy  December  l<i.  imi 

Snxton.  Daniel  F.,  discharged  for  disability  December  23,  1863. 

Smith,  Gurrett,  UiseluirKed  by  order  Ot'tuber,  1864. 

Smith.  Alvln  T.,  enlisted  September  5,  iMn. 

SntUh,  EbeiKWfr  F..  .Tr..  diM  nf  di«e:t<ie  ;it  Pnrtlnnil,  MIohlirnn.  Septeinher  29,  1S62. 
Smith,  Asnhael  K.,  veteranlKed  December  T.  1863;  mastered  out  September  15,  1866. 
Stlmson,  TheroD  H..  enlisted  Hepteinber  b,  1861. 

Sessions,  Nathan  C,  died  of  dineiitw^  at  (!biittanooga,  Tenuesnee.  Febrnnry  12,  1864. 

Utter.  Jaekson,  dlaehiii%ed  at  eiul  of  sen  fi^e  October  14,  1863. 

Van  Horn,  John,  dlschnrged  for  disability  Jnnuiiry  17,  1868. 

Vamum.  Phineas     veteranlsed  December  7, 1863;  mastered  out  September  15, 188S. 
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Vamum,  CtoorfA,  died  «l  disease  at  EUzabetlitofwn,  Kentack7»  March  17.  1862. 

WinterK,  James,  (iled  of  lilaertse  al  West  Toiot,  Kentucky,  November  13,  1861. 
WllscMO,  WiUiam,         of  disease  lit  West  Point,  Katttucity,  Febrnaiy  11,  1862. 
Woodniff,  Blorria,  enlisted  September  S,  lfi61. 
Welles  Oi-viUe,  B.,  dlacbarged  for  disability. 

Wooden.  Amos,  discbnrged  for  dimbrlity  I>*K'ember  11.  1862. 
Wallace,  Uurmou  N.,  disciiargcd  for  disability  December  25,  1862. 
Yonngtit  Jefferson,  «i)i«ted  September  5,  186L 

Tag:er,  dirietiaii  J.,  veteraiiised  December  7,  1863:  mustered  out  S^itember  \^ 
1866. 

Company  E. 

Arris,  Jonatban,  dlscluirged  for  dlS4ibility  December  10,  1SG2. 
Buafa,  Geo.  W.,  discharged  by  order  June  20,  186S. 

Oorey,  Francis,  veterantaed  December  10.  isp,3  ;  mustered  out  September  15.  1865. 

Gregg,  Geor!jf»  vf^temn^zed  November  11,  18fW:  mnatered  out  Sqitember  16,  1866. 

Gregg,  Cbaries,  veierauissea  December  10,  1S62, 

Jones.  I/>renso,  dlachnrged  tw  disability  Deconber  10,  1862. 

Wooden,  Byron,  enlisted  August  20,  1861. 

Cvinptiny  F. 

SecouU  LieuleDunt  Reynolds  11.  Scofield,  J^ons;  commissioned  April  21,  ia62;  pro- 
moted first  lieutmant  Company  H  January  17,  1863. 

Secoud  Ltentenant  BoieTolent  BteveuK,  lonla;  commisedoned  April  26,  1863;  pro- 

mot<v1  fir  st  Hcnt«*ujirit  Co.  B,  August  1,  1864. 

K  rigger,  I'arl^'       iuu»t«»red  out  September  15,  lSti5. 

Bodgers,  Duvid,  veteranized  December  7,  1863;  mustered  out  September  16,  1865. 
ColeiAan,  Hlnim  I.,  enlisted  March  14.  1862. 

Company  (J. 

Second  Lieuteuuul  Alex  Goodell,  luuiu;  coiumissioued  November  25»  1864;  mas- 
tered out  September  15,  1866. 

Bellly  James,  mustered  out  September  16. 1866. 

Vompnii}/  If. 

First  Lieutenunt  Heyuolds  II  scotield,  I^ons;  commissioned  October  12,  1861;  pio- 
moted  flrst  lieuteumit  Co.  1  April  4, 

Ackley,  Jonas,  veteranlsed  December  7,  1868;  mustered  out  September  18,  186ft. 

Buxtou,  James,  mustero-l  out  September  15,  1866^ 
Brokaw,  WiUiam,  discburged. 

Bytes,  John  J^,  died  of  disease  at  West  Point,  Kentucky. 
Dean,  Josiah,  died  of  disease  at  GhattAnooga,  Mardi  6^  1861. 

BeflD,  Josf^h.  died  of  rtlsrasp  nt  Ghnttanonga,  Mnrch  6.  1804 
Davis,  Layette,  veterauised  December  7,  1863;  mustered  out  i»ept«aiber  15,  1865. 
Doui^ss,  Nathan,  vetaranlxed  December  17,  1863;  mustered  out  September  15,  1865. 
Brwln,  James  H..  ve(t»r)iniz(>i)  March  26,  1W>J ;  mustered  on:  Si  'teaiber  16^  1866. 
Ervrin,  Williatn  H..  vefer  i- 1-     March  28.  1861;  mustered  out  September  16,  1866. 
Faxon,  Marceilus,  enlisted  August  14,  1861. 
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Ooodall,  AlMunder,  Teteranlaed  December  7,  1868;  mustered  out  September  15,  1886. 
Hum,  Jlr«m  S.,  Tetemnised  December,  1868;  died  of  disease  at  Chattanooga  Uardi 

ft,  isw. 

Heller,  OliriHtiuii,  liiaciiurged  by  oriler  Septfuiber  28,  iS65. 
aaskfuB^  Freeman,  disdiaxsed  by  order  September  28^  180B. 
Haskiue  William  V.,  enllRted  August  14.  ISRl. 
iieddea,  I<atber  C,  diadmrged  tig  order  September  2ti,  1865. 
Leet,  Asbley,  died  of  disease  at  West  Point,  Keitoeky. 
MeNeU,'  Samuel,  dlscbarB^l  A>r  disability  September  1,  1862. 
Packor,  Chaile%  diselinrpod  by  order  AuiTTist  1,  1863. 
Perry,  James      dlsciiarged  by  order  May  lb,  l^tto, 

Pinckiteji  I*,  enlisted  August  16»  1801.  ' 

Peck,  Norman,  dlscburged  for  dlsablHly  Ati;;u^t  0,  1865. 

Raeaell,  .losepli  A.,  enlisted  August  16,  1861. 

Sweet.  JoUu,  di«Mj  of  disease  at  West  Point,  Keatuckir. 

Sweet,  CSiaries,  died  of  disease  at  West  Point,  Kentucky. 

Sexton,  Ohartes.  diwl  of  dlseasp  .it  Murfreesboro,  Tenne.ssce. 

Stiinpwn,  Jolm.  di^barged  for  disability,  December  11.  1863. 

Smltb,  Josepb,  Teteranlaed  December  7, 1868;  mustered  out  S^tember  15,  iStHk 

Sleides,  Charles,  mustered  out  September  15,  1865. 

Tracy,  William  W.,  veteranisEed  Deeenib*^r  7,  isr>3;  mustered  out  Septcniher  l.j,  1866. 

Tracy,  J^atbau,  veter:ioi%ed  December  7,  1863;  mustered  out  September  10, 

Tupper,  Charles,  mustered  out  Scfitember  IS,  1866. 

Wliite,  I'll 'It  i  di c  harged  for  disibility  June  5,  IRGS. 

Wright,  Qtiuxiea,  died  of  disease  at  West  Point,  Kentucky. 

Wheeler,  Ira  died  of  disease  at  West  Point,  Kentucky. 

Waterhouae,  William,  cidlsted  Uaich  8,  1862. 

Oimpnnv  I. 

(lapt.  Benevo^t  Stevens,  lomla;  oommlssloned  March  14»  1865^  mustered  out  Sep- 
tember 1&,  1665. 

First  lientenant  Charles  T.  IVmc  Lyons;  commissioned  April  4,  1862,  killed  in 
actkm  at  HumCordsrIlle,  Ky.,  Septembw  22,  1862. 

Company  K. 

Flat  Ueuteuant  James  N.  Wallace  Lyons;  oonuuiasioued  July  28,  1862;  pro- 
moted October  26,  1863. 

Banner,  Zeron  D.,  mustered  out  September  15,  1S65. 
Smith,  Oiaao  II.,  mustered  out  September  15,  1865. 

FlFTliiiNrH  INFANTRY. 

Coluuel  Fred  S.  Hutcbliis,  Lyous;  eomuili»8ione«I  Jaunaiy  14,  1865;  lieutenant-coloae) 
June  7,  1864;  major  Hay  81,  1803;  conimissioued  first  lieHtenunt  and  adjutant  May  1, 
1862;  brevet  brigadier-general  May  24,  1805,  for  gniiimt  md  nieritorto\i9  services  during 
the  war;  mustered  out  August  13,  1865. 

Sergeant-Ma jor  Edwurd  A.  TT.iwlpy,  dlpd  June  23.  iROij. 

Oommissary-Sergeant  Cyrus  U.  Smith,  Lyons;  promoted  first  Untenant  Compaoy  F. 
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Company  A. 

Bordeu,  George  D.,  mustered  out  August  I'A,  ittt)5» 
Beckwitli,  Letoy,  niastered  out  August  13,  l86Ck 

Brown,  I.«ontitd,  died  of  disoll^«(   it  Uttle  Rode,  Arkanms^  August  16,  1865. 

Evans,  A1 01)7:0.  euHsted  JTauuiiry  12,  ISG;^ 
MntU^  Tbutiins,  eiiUst4>d  December  8.  1861. 
Sauburu,  Peter,  enltRted  December  12,  1861. 

Company  B. 

Anderson,  Jniues,  mnstei'ed  out  August  18,  1866. 
Shepard,  Andrew,  mustered  out  A(^ui»t  1^,  1866. 

BnrgesB,  William  C,  dlsdtuirged  for  diaabllitjr  Jiinuiiry  12.  1863. 

(;ifroi?d,  "Bieasy,  discharged  for  dlsiibllity.  February  10,  1868. 
iJotrmnii.  T.  J.,  died  in  battle  at  Sliiloh,  April  t5,  1862. 
Kellogg,  Jolm  W.,  di^  of  disenise  ut  Coriutk,  January  7,  1862. 
Simmons,  Amos,  discharged  by  order  Junmiry  7,  1866. 

Company  B. 

'    EnpHsh.  WIMiriiu,  dieil  of  f11sp?i«;p  nt  Oorintb  .Tune  17,  1862. 
Knowles,  William,  mustered  out  August  1'6,  latiS. 
■  Newland,  Daniel  M.,  discharged  by  order  May  80,  1866. 

Companif  F. 

First  lyleuteiiiint  Meivin  W.  Dresser,  l^ons;  oommiscAoned  January  1,  1862;  killed 
in  action  at  8hiloh,  April  6,  Itm. 

First  Lleuteaant  Cyrus  M.  Smith,  Lyons;  ctrntmisiiiuned  June  6,  1855;  mustered 
out  August  18,  1865. 

Ser^reani  FrfHlcrlf-k  K    Hiitcbinsoti.  cnlfstofl  Noveiuljer  12.  1861. 

Sergeant  George  Leonurd,  discliurged  trom  Veteran  Reserve  Oorps  at  end  of  aerviee 
January  30,  1866.  , 

Coriwrul  Itufus  Wright,  died  of  disease  at  St  Louig  Mny  16,  1862: 

Mnsiofsin,  Ilinmi  T>.  Parker.  veterf»nra»d  Jnnnary  25,  1864. 

Burcti,  Eli.  discharged  for  disability  July  12,  im^. 

Bradl^  Henry,  discharged  for  disability  December  6,  1862. 

Bowen.  Ismjic.  died  of  disease  at  Corinth,  October  3,  1862. 

Cammlns.  Williams,  died  of  disease  June  18.  1862. 

Matliew^  Thomas,  discliarged  for  dlsabilit}^  January  9,  1S63. 

StlmsoD,  George,  dlsdiarged  for  disability  July  28,  1862. 

Snyder,  Harrison,  died  of  illsense  April  18.  1862. 

West,  Peter  died  of  diaeaKe  at  St.  Louis  June  11,  1862. 

Trowbridge.  — - — ,  filiated  Deconber  11,  1861. 
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Company  M. 

KroutB,  Edmand  C,  mustered  oat  August  IS,  1866. 

BrownHI.  Hfrnm,  dfcKl  of  dfsciM'  .it  rinfionatl,  Obfo,  May  18,  1882. 
Slienutifl,  Jesse,  enlisted  Jauuur}-  30,  1862. 

SIXTEENTH  INFANTRY. 

OomfMiny  A. 
Ooindl,  Albeft,  mustered  out  July  8,  1865. 

Company  B. 

Captain  Henry  H.  Sibley,  lonin ;  couimissioued  Augunt  0,  1861 ;  Fetslpied  Secitember 
27,  1862. 

Captain  Ouy  W.  Fuller,  Ionia;  commissioned  September  28,  1862;  dlscharjosd  at 

end  of  aenloe  Septembor  17,  1R64. 

First  I^euteunnt  Guy  W.  ItiUer,  lonin coouuisfiionol  July  30. 1^1;  promoted  cuytain. 

Second  Tientenant  Morris  B.  Wells.  Ionia;  commissioned  Auxnst  9,  1861;  promoted 
first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  Twent^'flrst  Infantry,  July  26,  1862. 

Second  r,ieutPiinnt  Tohn  W.  Ward.  lonin  ;  pmmoted  first  lieutenant  Comftany  O. 

Sergettnt  Alien  Li.  Morse,  Ionia;  disdiarged  for  dissibillty  October  26.  1S62. 

Sergeant  ^enty  B.  Tiff,  lonln:  transferred  to  Veteran  Besenre  Oorps. 

Ser^rc.nU.  Wniiani  H.  Brvrdcn.  Tonln  :  promoted  second  Hpiitennnt  O'lnipanj'  F. 

Sergeant  Cbarles  B.  King,  veteranized  Det^mber  22,  i:^;  promote  captAln  Com- 
pany O. 

Sergeant  Hubbard  H.  Barrett  killed  in  action  at  Gettysburg,  PennsylTanla,  July 

2,  1863. 

Ser^.utt  .AiiKUStus  C.  Siivnge.  veierjinized  IMriulier  22.  l>*v»;  promoted  tioiipital 
steward. 

Corporal  Adelbert  I>.  Wtllliinia.  veteninised  Decenibwr  22.  18(K);  mustered  out  July 

Oorponil  James  W.  Bigelow,  dlacbarged  for  end  of  aervtees  September  7.  1864. 
Corporal  Adoniram  J.  Cole,  diarlinrged  f6r  disability  January  27. 

Corporal  Myron  B.  Evans.  enHst(y1  Anpnsf  7.  1R61. 
Corporal  EklFard  P.  Strong.  enliHted  August  6.  1861. 
Corporal  Doctor  B.  Bradley,  died  in  action  at  Bull  Bun,  August  30, 1862. 
Musician  Vim-  i:  Wi^icb.  discbarged  for  dian(>iHty  Sei»t««iber  1, 1862. 
Wagoner  John  Ward.  Teteraniaed  December  22.  1863;  promoted  seivnd  lieutenant 
Company  B. 

Betdlng,  Edward  BL,  died  o(  disease  In  Virginia,  July  18^  1862. 
Bnidford.  Jiimes  M.,  veteranisert  I><>cember  22.  ISflS:  die«l  of  wounds  in  Maryland, 
l^ruary  17,  186S. 

Brown.  William  D.,  discliarged  for  disability. 

Big^ow,  Jonatbau.  discbarged  tnv  disnbllity.  Kebr\iar>-  24.  1868. 

Blaliop.  BfHiiird,  diwhfinred  for  dfSTiiiUlty,  April  16.  lSTt4. 

Barrett,  Oliver,  reteranized  December  22, 1865;  mnsterert  out  July  B,  I860. 


IONIA  COUNTY^  MICHIGAN. 


265 


BHitmi,  Elt,  veteruiUsed  Deoeuiber  22.  1863;  mlssiiig  iu  action  at  Weldon  Eallroad, 

August  -n.  isi;4. 

Carpeuter,  George,  r«tei'aui2«d  December  22,  Itittii;  trimajferr«(l  to  V«terau  Ueserve 

Corkiiia,  Daiiiel  A.,  reterauized  Decouber  22,  180S;  mustered  out  July  8,  IStiS. 

rr:ins.-)n,  Asm  K..  vt>tr«r;iiii7o<i  Dwmibin-  ■2"-!,  '[S.t"",:  mnf?rorPfl  om  .Inly  ISHfi. 

Cuiii&Lock,  Kuvvlaud  S.,  trnusferi-ed  ly  V'eteiau  Keser>e  Corps,  Murcii  lt>,  i8G4. 

Comstock,  Beigaiuiu,  discharged  by  order,  JnniiHiT  20,  1863. 

OroWf  JoMldk  B..  dlsf  liarged  for  disability,  July  28,  ISb^. 

Cross,' Joseph,  disobarged  for  dis  idility.  lieremrter  1U,  1«61. 

Clark,  I'eter,  disuLiUg^  by  order,  Jauuary  12, 

Clark,  Gliarles*  died  ot  disease  at  Detroit,  January  12,  1862. 

Cooper,  William  W.,  died  in  action  at  Gaines  MlU,  June  27, 1862. 

Cliillw.n,  (filbert,  enllsferl  Antcast  5,  1861. 

I>uvib.  Milai,  discluu'ged  at  end  of  sei'vice,  Seytember  T,  latii.. 

Doran,  Dennis  M.,  veteranlsed  December  22,  1808:  mustered  out  Joly  8,  1866. 

EltelbuK,  Ge<»r>.'e,  vctprnr.izfd  Tto'  pniliei  2i\  oiustcreil  out  July  8,  1865. 

Evereat,  Stepbeit  K„  di»dints^  for  disability  May  1, 1$62. 

Evans,  Joseph  M.,  discbarged  at  end  of  service  September  7, 18U4. 

Fish,  George  It.,  discharged  by  order  December  27,  1862. 

Freehouse.  Saumc!.         <«f  (license  Ocrober  18,  1862. 

Goddard,  Kufus,  dlscluirge^  for  disubility. 

Gordon,  Jamea  S..  discharged  for  dtaiibiliiy  November  20,  1802. 

Green,  Andrew,  dlttvharged  by  ordt^r  December  3,  1802. 

<Jrof'nli<M».  >!;ithpn',  (lt«<h'ii!5»^l  at  end  of  siTvice  September  7,  lS(i4. 

Ulick,  Martin  F.,  tiaimf erred  to  Vetenin  Reserve  Corps,  August  1,  1868. 

Greeuhoe.  Andrew,  veteninised  December  22. 1863;  mustered  out  July  8, 1865. 

Green,  .Slej  lu  ii  J.,  vefei'imixed  Det-einber  22,  isfKit;  mustered  out  July  8,  IS60. 

Ileyduliiff.  Gotlleb  J.,  veteriinistetl  December  22,  1868;  mustered  out  July  8,  1865. 

Uuctdebeny.  Jolui,  discluuged  l>y  order  January  12, 1863. 

Hatters,  William,  discharged  by  order  August  22,  1864. 

Hejild,  Warren  F...  ais.  lj:ir-e<l  for  dis:i!>ility  November  17,  1862. 

Hodge,  Jobu  M.,  UisdUirKed  tor  dlsiibility  July  26,  1862. 

King,  Oarlos  R.,  veteranlsed  December  22,  1868 ;  mustered  out  July  8, 1866. 

Kellogg,  Itodiiey.  veteranlsed  Deveoiber  22,  1868;  musta-ed  out  July  8,  1865. 

Kennett.  Kdn-ard,  died  of  r1isf>;i«p  in  HalK  HIM.  Virprinin.  Nnrombor  5.  1864. 

tiuscomb,  I^'uiAU  W.,  disehairged  at  end  of  services  September  7,  ISdi. 

Lowi^,  Bbeneser,  vetemnlsed  December  22,  1868;  mastered  out  July  8,  1865^ 

Mills,  Alson  M..  missing  In  action  December  26.  1862. 

^trfJnnn.  James.  diseharKed  for  di^nbillty  .September  16,  1882. 

Pond,  Darius  A.,  discharged  for  disability  January  81,  1868. 

Bldsi:,  Stephen  T.,  discharged  for  disability  April,  1883^ 

Kathbone.  Oscur.  di*»harged  for  dis,ilinity,  November  29.  1862. 

Rowley,  George,  discharged' by  order,  November  14,  1862. 

HHuger,  William  E.  H.,  veienmized  December  22,  1863;  musiered  out  July  8,  1865. 
Banger,  M.  S..  veteranlsed  December  22, 1868;  died  at  North  Anna,  Ya.,  May  26, 1884. 

S.'iyJcs.  Pyrus  C,  vffornnizod  Drcember  22,  1863;  mustered  OUt  July  R.  isnn. 
Streavcr  or  Streeter.  William  H.,  veteranised  December  22,  1863:  mustered  out  July 
8,1866. 

Savage,  Augustus  C,  TStsranlsed  December  22,  1868;  mustered  out  July  8^  1866. 


266 


lONtA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


Strttug,  Edward,  ti'tiuMftiri'vd  to  V«t«^niu  itowsrvc  Cori>«,  August  5,  1863. 

Synold,  Charles  P.,  dlsclmrxed  for  disability  Ausnat  1862. 

Sloun,  Winiam,  dlsduirged  for  di&iMlity  December  2,  1802. 

Streeter.  Lloyd       mustered  out  .Tuly  .s.  IStiS. 

Bteele,  Osiocr  G.,  mustered  out  July  b>,  liH^ 

TBoner,  Manlmll,  discharged  for  disability  October  21,  1862. 

Turner,  Joseph  N.,  dlschjirged  for  dis:ii)ilify  :\I;ii<  h  3,  1862. 

Tuttle,  Emery,  died  Ht  Qectystturg.  Fit.,  Jul>  2,  1803. 

Tl)Qiu|»on.  Kuxene,  Teteniniied  llereniber  22,  1863;  died  at  Wilderness,  Slay  6.  1864. 
Town.  Richard  M..  died  of  disease  at  l<\>rtse8s  Monroe,  Va.,  Setttember  18,  1862. 

Vincent,  Kobect  E.,  tniusferred  to  Vrtt^rnn  Rr^erve  Q>rp8. 

Wiiitfietd,  diaries,  discbarKed  tot  disabllUy  April,  1862. 

Whltfleld.  Natbanid,  discharved  for  disabUity  December  18»  1862. 

Waterman.  Solomon  H.,  Teteraniaed  December  22,  1863;  mustered  oat  July  B,  1865. 

Wlf^kuiHn.  Willhim,  veternniKPfl  l>er-t>nihev  ii2,  im?.:  mustered  out  July  8,  1865. 
Wliltebeck,  CUirk,  vetcrauijsed  December  22,  l.S«3;  niusteretl  out  July  8,  1865. 
Willtanis,  Albert  D.,  enlisted  August  8. 1861. 

Wilsoo,  Frank,  roterwnlsed  DecMiiber  22,  imy,  .  nmstf  i  .  ti  mit  July  8,  1866. 

Wrif,'ht,  Willifmi.  ^liwl  ia  action  at  Oalnes  Mill,  Juae  27,  1862. 
Young,  Peter,  dli^-liari^ed  at  end  of  service,  Seiitember  7, 1864. 

CoMtfMtny  C.  * 

Bnidltdi,  Wiilbim  Lw,  died  of  disease  at  Bererly  EV>rd»  Vs.,  September  16,  1862. 

Xnrthvnofi.  John,  rll!?chnrfreft  for  disiibllity  September  16.  1*W?2. 
Wult,  B.  F..  died  of  disease  at  City  Point,  Va.,  S^tember  16. 1865. 
Bradiaii,  Reuben,  enlisted  December  11, 1861. 

Company  D.  ^ 

Brets,  Charles  K.,  mustered  out  July  8,  18GSk 

HiiRklnH.  Fmncis,  mustered  out  July  1865. 

I'ostle,  George,  diseliitr^eii  by  order  JSoveoiber  18^  1865. 

Shdlbarger.  Nicholsi  ninsteted  out  July  8,  1865. 

Companit  S, 

Van  Wyck,  John,  discharged  by  order  June  16, 1865. 

Coinpauy  F. 

BecoQd  Lieutenant  William  H.  Borden,  Ionia;  eiHuniiaaioued  November  8^  1862;  killed 
in  action  at  Gettysburg,  July  2, 1868. 

Colsher,  William,   r  i  ted  December  20.  1861. 

Van  Dusen,  JameK,  dlsciiarared  by  order  June  26,  186S. 

Hoflford,  li^dj^r,  discharged  for  disubiiity  June  13,  lii*i2. 
Measer,  Sumurt  B.,  died  in  action  at  Onines  Mill.  June  27,  1862. 
Norwood,  W.  R..  discharged  at  end  of  aervioe  September  7.  1864. 
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Owen,  John  A.,  veteranised  I>eceniber  24.  dietl  in  action  near  l't't«rsburg,  June 

20,1884. 

Sinker  H<  nry.  tVid]  r>f  iTi^';ii^<^  .ir  Harriam's  Liiniling,  July  28,  I8fl2. 
TerriU,  Heuben,  enlisted  August  18,  1861. 

Totiug,  AII«i  A..  TeteniniMd  December  24.  1868 ;  mast»«d  oat  July  8,  1866. 
Bird,  John  W.,  died  in  the  field  June  11. 1865. 

Botce.  Andrew  J.,  veteranizwl  DeoemMr  21?.  186.^:  mustered  out  July  8,  1866. 
Hwyues,  James  B.,  discburged  by  order  June  15,  1S66. 

TWENTY-FIRST  INFANTRY. 

r'oionel  AnihioMe  A.  Stevent*,  Boetoti;  i-omnilHfdoned  July  25,  1862;  resitrned  lor  dla- 

abllity  February 'd, 

lieutenant-Ck^lone]  Morris  R.  Wells,  lonin :  cuuiinissioned  February  3,  1863 ;  killed  at 
Chidcanuingn,  September  20.  is4>:; 

Adjutant  Morris  B.  W«ll«t,  loiiia;  commissioned  July  26,  1862;  iiromoted  llentenant- 

coloncL. 

Adjutant  Allen  B.  Moras,  Ionia;  commissioned  l>ecember  16,  1862;  resljmed  Se|)teDi- 

ber  1,  1S64. 

Quarter-Mdster  Jobn  W.  I>ye^  loola ;  conunisatfoned  Mtircb  1,  ifm :  mustered  out  June 
18,  1866. 

Surgeon  William  B.  Thomas,  Ionia;  oonimlasioned  July  26,  1862;  resigned  Decern* 

bet  ir>,  i  wi. 

Surgeon.  Francis  G-  I^ee.  Portland;  eommissiuned  December  15,  18t52;  resigned  Janu- 
ary 2,  1868. 

Surgeon  John  Avery,  Otlsco;  commissioned  JaViuary  2,  1863;  mustered  out  June  8, 

1865. 

Sergeant- Major  Andrew  H^dlauft,  Ionia  :  cnltsted  October  29,  IHM. 
Commander  Sergeant  John  W.  Dye,  lonla;  enlisted  August  9,  1862;  promoted  first 
lieutenant  and  regimental  quartennaster  March  1.  1864. 

I'orniiantf  A. 

Captain  Francis  P.  Miuier,  loniu;  commissioned  August  12,  1862;  resigned  April  6, 
1868. 

Captain  Jobn  Morton,  Ionia;  commissloined  January  15,  1868;  resigned  September 

24,  186S. 

First  Lleutimant  Ailyn  W.  KlmbaJl,  Ionia;  commisstoned  August  12»  1862;  resigned 
December  17,  1862. 

First  lieutenant  Jolm  Morton,  Ionia;  commissioned  Deo^ber  17,  1862;  promoted 
captain. 

Second  Lrieutenant  John  Jtlorton,  Ionia;  commissioned  August  12,  1^2;  promoted 
first  lieutenant 

Second  iJeiitmnnt  Tb  r  n  0.  Stevenson,  Ionia;  commissloiied  January  15,  1868;  pro- 
moted first  lieutenant  Company  D. 
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Second  Ldeuteiuiui  Judsuu  Cl«rk»  loniji ;  eommiwsloned  Begtesabw  24,  1863 ;  nrastMCd 

out  June  8,  18G5. 

Serseaut  William  T.  Aiinlbii,  loniii:  enliaCed  Aagttst  1«  1862;  disdnurgCNl  for  disabUity 
l>eceiul>er  2^  1863. 

JSergennt  Thoinais  Kliead,  loula;  enlisted  August  4,  1862;  dlsdiarged  for  diaabllitj 

1862. 

ISergeuut  Beujuiuiu  F.  Barlett,  Oi'uuge;  enlisted  August  t>,  lt$U2;  died  at  LoafSTlUe^ 
Ky.,  February  2,  1883. 

Hergeuut  U.  Lorlnc,  Faltpbiln;  enlisted  August  S,  1862;  mustered  out  June  8, 1866. 

Corponil  Jtidson  Clark.  Ionia;  enlisted  August  7.  1«62:  promoted  second  lleutenjmt 
Corpoml  VViliiaa  Kibbtiy,  Odessii;  euUsted  July  19,  1862;  diud  of  diaeuse  at  Mur- 

freesboro,  April  16,  1888. 

Cnrpoml  John  L.  Wood,  Odessa ;  enlisted  August  i,  1882;  died  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.* 

November  26,  1S62. 

Oorpoml  liVanklin  MHranville,  lonln;  enlisted  August  4,  1862;  nmsteced  out  June  28» 

1865. 

noir>or:t!  Jnnies  w  Swignrt,  Odessa;  enlisted  August  6;  1862;  died  st  MurtreesiMnvH 
o(  woiiuds,  February  13,  1863. 

Corporal  Cbarles  J.  BTerest,  Xortb  Plains;  wUsted  August  5,  1862;  died  at  Louis- 
ville of  <llse.i.'-'p.  rphruary  4.  om 

Corporal  Ellas  H.  Minier,  lioaald;  enlisted  AoguM.  12,  1802;  mustered  out  June  14, 
1865. 

Corporal  John  Moore,  Dnnby;  enlisted  August  8,  1862;  died  at  NadivUle,  January  8, 

1863. 

MQsiciua  Friend  W.  C<«»WL>il,  lotiin :  enlisted  August  10, disclmrged  tor  disabil- 
ity-. FebmaiT  1,  1868. 

MuKichin  Xelsoo  Ferguson.  Ronald;  enlisted  August  12,  1862;  discbarged  for  disabil- 
ity, December  24.  1862. 

Wagoner  Fimnk  Barvees.  Easton;  enlisted  August  4, 1862;  mastered  out  June  6,  1865. 
Abel.  Jobn.  died  of  dis*  .ise  tt  Nitsbrille,  Tt  ini 

Auulba,  WUIbini  U.,  discbarfced  for  diimbility  January  2&,  1668. 

Aliier.  Cyrus  H. 

Atbertim.  J.  F.,  mustered  out  June  8,  1866. 

Bu«'k.  Hir.iiii  r..  dfj^'li;ir^'«-<l  for  .lisalvilUy  Miiivh  «,  ISITh^, 

Bennett.  Jefferson,  trwosferred  to  Vetenin  Iteserve  Corp%  April  10,  1864. 

Bond,  fidgar  K.,  transferred  to  Fourteenth  Mlcblgan  Infantry,  June  8.  1866l 

Bond,  Willtnni  T.,  dischsirged  for  dlsabtlity  March  i.').  is«'>4. 

Blsbop.  Richard  J.,  died  of  di^ise  at  Mill  Creek,  Tenn.,  Decembor  7,  1862. 

Barnes*  I*,  enlisted  August  7, 1862. 

Bartlett,  Hiisnrd  D.,  mustered  out  June  8, 1866. 

Bfrry.  John  S.,  nuisteml  out  .Tiiue  S. 

Bretz,  Valeoliue.  mustered  out  June  H,  1865. 

Bliss,  Albert  J.  L.,  mustered  out  July  18,  ism, 

Bartlett,  James  R.  niuatemi  out  July  18,  1886. 

Cnte,  George  W.,  mn^tprod  otif  July  8. 1866. 

Clark.  C^rus  W,.  mustered  out  July  8»  1806. 

Cramer,  Bmmanuel,  mustered  out  June  8, 1888. 

Clarfc.  liiiurea,  died  of  disease  ;it  Nimhyilie,  T&uk^  January  81,  1868. 

Chnnipiiu.  George  W..  enlisted  August  11,  1S62. 

Chase,  Ebeueser,  died  of  disease  at  UurfNesboro*  Nerember  8, 1868. 
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Chupman,  John  W..  killed  In  action  at  Ch.ipel  Hill,  October  8, 

Clien«gr,  Aipbonflo,  kilted  In  aetlou  .-u  Cliickamnugn,  September  20,  1888. 

Ditlenbeck,  Albert  W»  niu$ter«d  out  Juu«>  S,  1865. 

Doty,  Kelaon,  died  nt  IienyTille  of  wounds,  October  li,  1S62. 

I)own<»r,  Ephrnin!.  iliorl  ;it  T.milsvlllP.  nc1c.?ipr  'JO.  1SC2. 

Edd}',  Orriu,  ditnl  u£  di^u^se  at  MurfrecHboru,  Mny  10,  liMfS. 

Frl«ke,  Isaac,  died  at  liOUlavUle,  Ky**  November  2T,  1862. 

Onnn,  Jacob,  luustered  out  June  8,  1862. 

Gunn.  David  H  .  (liooh.-d-ged  b.v  order. 

tiodfrei,  Ctuirles  H.,  diwl  Octobev  20,  iStsa. 

HubbSk  Warren  P.»  discharged  for  disability  March  3,  t86L 

Hubbs.  TIiMin  C.,  flimi  of  (Ksprise  nt  .Muifreesboro,  l^iebrnHry  4,  1868. 

Hogit,  Jofilali,  luusteerd  out  June  24,  l^. 

Halglit,  Harvey  A.,  died  at  I^ulsville,  November  27,  1862. 

Hill.  William,  enlisted  August  12,  1862. 

House,  Georgp  W.,  fihs^nr  on  sick  furlougb  from  SepfpmbiM'.  1864. 

Hodges,  WUljiim,  disicluu-ged  fur  diiiHbiUty  M»rcU  5,  i^<>4. 

Huloomb.  James  B..  transferred  to  Fourteenth  InCnntiy  June  8, 1886. 

Iniiiaii,  Dorus  H.,  died  at  Nashville,  Janri  iry  n.  I'-G-".. 

Kremer,  MItcliell,  discharged  for  dlaabUity  March  30,  1804. 

King,  Alex  H.,  accidentally  sbot  at  Oowan,  Tenn.,  July  21,  1868. 

Little,  Jobn,  Jr.,  mnstered  out  June  8»  1886u 

Lee,  Solomon,  discharswl  for  disiibillty  Aiiril  15,  1863. 

Mluler,  James  W.,  trausferred  lo  luviilld  Corps,  Jauoary  15,  1804. 

Minler,  Hiram,  mustered  out  May  2B,  1865. 

SCerrill.  Nelson  G..  killed  in  action  at  Stone's  River,  December  81,  1862. 
Muun,  William,  dlsdiarKed  for  disability  Jipril  15,  1868.  ' 
Morse,  Myron,  discbnrsed  for  promotion  in  U.  ii.  T.  O. 
Martin,  Henry  L.,  discharged  for  dtsabillty  May  4,  1863. 

Miller,  Lennip,  dif^d  nt  T^onisvUh*.  Nnvt^mber  21.  1862. 
Mauman,  James,  dischurged  by  order. 

Munger,  Merrltt  A.,  transferred  to  Fourteenth  Infiintry,  June  8, 1866. 
Farmenter,  Russell  B.,  died  of  disease  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  January  %  1863. 

Parsons.  C^-rns,  iHert  at  Lonisville,  Ky  .  .Tiinii;iry  (!.  1863. 

Tike,  Murray  L.,  discharged  for  dlSiibiliiy  i^ecember  12,  1803. 

Plant,  Samuel  W.,  discharged  by  order. 

Patrick,  Jnhn.  piiHstfHl  Atifaist  0.  1^62. 

Bansom,  Melvin  £L,  mustered  out  June  8, 

Sprague,  Austin,  mustered  oat  June  8,  1866. 

Shafer,  John,  motored  out  June  8,  1866. 

Smith.  David  1!.,  absent  on  fletnehed  'lerviop. 

Smith,  Richard  M.  discharged  tor  disability  February  22,  1863. 

Stocum,  Hiram,  mustred  out  June  8, 1866. 

Sabino,  ^rolvin  P.,  clischarged  for  (lT=;nMllty  January  8,  1863. 

Steel,  Thomas  L.,  killed  in  acdon  at  Beiuxmvllle,  North  OaroUna,  March  19^  186& 

Standen,  William,  transferred  to  Fourteenth  infantry,  June  8,  1866. 

Snow,  Montravtlle,  oillsted  August  11, 1862. 

Snow,  Simon  P.,  enlisted  Ausn^st  12,  1S62, 

Snow,  Edward  P.,  listed  August  12,  1S62. 

Tefft,  Enoch,  mustered  oat  Jane  8»  1866. 

Towner,  William,  discharged  iiy  order  July  2, 1866. 
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Tuttle,  Alnioii,  disebargea  for  dlniblHt}-  April  21,  1868. 
Tuber,  ^yuli-ew  J.,  abaeut  on  dfitiicbsO  service. 

Vain  Dyke,  Bmsiue  B..  died  of  dbieniae  at  Loolsrllle,  Kentucky,  December  22,  1882. 

\V:itie.  Alex-niulpr,  (If^oJlarged  for  (Ifsnhflify  Orrohor  21,  1882. 

Hliuple,  Audre^v,  dlscbiirged  for  <U»;ibiUO  July  2T, 

Westbrook.  Jobn  W.,  dUKhnrxed  by  order  July  5^  1865. 

Wilde,  Comdias  M.,  died  iM  ixiuis^iiie,  Kentocky,  ^Coi-ember  21,  ISOH. 

Wblte.  John,  mustered  oat  Jmie  a  1805. 

ComfHiny  B. 

IfcMn'erse,  Jamee,  enlisted  August  tl,  1862. 
Cook,  Siimnel,  enlisted  August  11,  my2. 
Hopkins.  GeorsG  W..  onlisteil  Angnst  11.  1862. 
Hopkins,  JosKsvh  Ik,  euli»ted  Auguist  11,  1S62. 
Jnckson,  Albert,  enlisted  August  6,  1862.  ' 
S.-iyles,  Sidney,  enlistp<1  Antrnst  <).  ^m2. 
VVooley,  VVilliaui  J.,  ealistecl  August  11,  1862. 
Wbttefleld,  Henry  A.,  enlisted  Ai«u8t  6,  1862. 

Oompanff  J}. 

Capliiin  J:n-nl»  Ferris,  Tniii.i  ;  fonimissinnod  July  2(;,  If^HL':  reslKiu'd  January  15,  1SR8. 

OniXttin  Thoiuus  G.  Steveu»ou,  Ionia;  coiuiuissioned  January  13»  lS6Si;  moatered  oat 
Jnne  8*  1866;  brevet  major  United  States  Volonteerg  Martih  13,  1865. 

First  T/ieutenant  Jsmes  B.  Roberts,  Ionia;  commissioned  July  80,  1862;  tiatdgDed 
April  6,  1863. 

First  Lieuteuiiui  Tboiuus  G.  s^tevensuu,  loiiiu;  cotumitMiioned  Junuary  10,  1S63; 
promoted  captain. 

First  Lfputenrtnr  Olivrr  C  Towrsend,  A'orth  Plains;  iiiustercd  out  June  8,  1865. 
Second  lieutemiat  Horace  Perkins,  Muir;  commissioned  February,  1863;  must^ed  oat 
June  8.  1866.  ^ 

Sergeeut  Uobert  Courter.  louia  ;  died  of  disease  at  Naabvllle  June  10,  1S68. 

SergeHut  Geori^  F.  Qo&p&t,  Ionia;  disdiaried  tot  disability  June  20,  18^ 

Sergeant  Fred  H.  Isbam,  L^yons. 

Sergeant  George  Sliafltor. 

Serjreant  Horaro  Prrkfns,  lonin. 

(Jorporal  A.  Burton  Carter,  Pewamo. 

Oorporol  William  S.  Btee. 

Oorporal  Truman  D.  Brown.  North  Plains. 

COrpwul  Joeepli  B.  Cross,  ionia. 

Corporal  George  Kingston,  lonln. 

Corporal  Joseph  Barber,  Orleans, 

Corpornl  WilHnTn  Stnrkcy.  Inni.-f. 

Corporal  James  Henderson,  Kaston. 

Musician  James  W.  Kdmluister,  Ionia. 

MiiKleinn  John  York.  Jr.,  Toiii;i. 

Wagoner.  Peter  S.  Van  Dueen,  Ionia. 

Avecy,  Ftedarlck  K.,  enllatad  August  1802. 

Asbley.  Jobn,  Jr.,  mustered  out  Jnne  8,  1865. 
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Aull&  Joseiili.  uiustereil  uui  Jime  8,  1865. 
Beniiett,  WillitiDi  H.,  uiustei-«d  out  Jnue  8,  1866. 
Bull,  Ueori^       mustered  out  June  8,  1865. 
Bennett  Noi.li  K.,  nmsten  il  <iiif  June  H,  1806. 
Bewk,  I'^awnid,  ututiteml  out  June  8«  1866. 
Itiwii.  Tnmtrtii.  u)t)«)tere(1  out  Juue  12,  1865. 
BeM»ins.  Milo  l\.  u)ustore<l  out  Juue  S,  1806. 
Bidley,  Ir'rtink.  uiut^tered  oat  Juue  18,  iMio. 

Blodgett,  Aloiixo,  (ItMl  of  iliHPiiMe  iit  liookout  Mounttiln.  Tennessee,  August  26,  1864. 
Btirber,  JoMCiih.  died  of  dlMeone  :it  I^ulsvHle.  Kentucky,  November  28,  1862. 

■Riuldpr,  Aln-niii.  i\UM  of  i|ise;iS('  iit  T.ouisvillo.  Kniilnoky.  Mrirt-b  10,  l^^'fiS. 

Chubb,  liettof,  dkil  uf  ditiesise  at  I^ouisvilk'.  Kentucky,  Jsnuiaiy  21,  1863. 

Coul  ter,  Robert  W.,  died  of  dltwaue  at  Nnsbvllle.  Tennessee,  June  lU,  1863. 

Crawford,  \V»«U<»p,  «ullHt«d  Au>:ust  11,  1862. 

Ciirter.  H.irloii  A.,  dlwhrir^ed  for  (li;J!ibiHty  M:\rch  Hi,  1863. 

Cooiter,  liautgi^  F..  iliachni>'eU  ^ur  tU^ibiliiji-  Jiil>'  20,  1863. 

Cro«4K,  Joseiih       died  hi  »dioii  nt  Oiii'k-  nuiuga,  Tennessee,  September  26,  1863. 

Cross,  Johii,  imistei-e<l  out  .lul.v  8.  1SB5. 
Cliftiud.  Jitiitas  iiiu«t«ml  out  Juue  20,  1866^ 
Clifford,  Walter,  mustered  ont  June  8,  1866. 
Cbij,  Wilinon  8.,  nin»tered  ont  June  6,  1865. 
CiiiMX'ii.  Allierl.  eiiriwfcd  August  15,  1862. 
i';riM«t4.  Joliu  H.,  e)ilit»to(l  August  4.  1862. 

Cross,  Siruiupl  11.,  died  of  disetise  at  Bowlluff  Green.  Ky.,  November  25,  1862. 

l>!tvis.  Williitin  V..  tiled  In  Xnsliviile  December  27,  1862. 

Dletz,  Amos  H.,  enlisted  August  fi,  1862. 

Ercott,  James  H.,  mustered  out  Juoe  S,  lSt>5. 

Emery,  Abtam,  sergeant;  mustered  out  June  8,  1865. 

K^.irH,  IT:(rrfs;..ri.  tninsfeiTe<l  to  Fourteenth  Infnntrv.  Jnnp  S,  1*^05. 

Frost,  Frsintis  ]>.,  tninsferred  to  luvnlid  Corps  September  1,  1S63. 

Fltdi,  Oflceoln  B..  mustered  out  June  8.  1865. 

Frost,  liymau  A.,  killeti  in  notion  n  st.  iK  s  Kiver,  December  31, 1862. 

nibl>8,  Albert.  dlP^T  nt  Nnslivlllc,  I  )«■.  ciiJ^er  IT,,  1^2. 

Greenough,  Christopher,  died  at  Murfreesboro.  Manb  27.  1863. 

Oreenough,  George,  mustered  out  Jane  8, 1865. 

f;iee!!i>ii-li.  Tlenry.  died  of  di^-ctsp  .it  Murfreesboro,  June  6»  1863. 

Gucrusey.  Alviu,  mustered  out  June  Ti,  1B65. 

Guernsey,  Mnrvln.  mustered  out  June  28, 1865. 

Galloup,  Austin  P.,  mustered  out  June  8, 1865. 

Gould,  John  M    died  of  woundP  tit  Xeuhom,  North  Carolina,  April  6»  1866. 

Hall,  8ylvanu8,  died  at  Nn&hville,  December  15, 1862. 

Hall,  Frank,  died  nt  Nnsliville,  November  90, 1862. 

Hall,  Major,  died  of  dis-e;ise  jit  New  Albany,  Indiana,  August  10,  1868. 

Henderson.  Robert,  died  of  disease  at  Nashville,  November  15,  1862. 

Hoyt,  John  E.,  taken  prisoner  at  Oblckamauga,  September  20, 1863. 

Heati^n,  Lnden  J.,  mustered  out  June  26, 1866. ' 

Hall,  ■William  .T..  mustered  mit  .Time  26,  1^615. 

Harrington,  Clark,  mustered  out  June  5,  1S65. 

Howe,  Elmer  J.,  mustered  out  May  20, 1866, 

Holoomb,  Jesse,  niiistered  ont  June  8^  1865. 
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Johnson.  Edward.  nui5?t<»reil  out  June  8.  1^5. 

Johnson,  Wililnm  W.,  4iecl  of  wounds  ut  Chatlunooga,  October  i2,  I8ti3. 

JodUn,  Wllllam,  died  of  disease  at  Clear  Luke,  Mi<dilgau,  February  22,  1866. 

Jason,  Daniol,  Ir-ft  «}«'k  ;if  Xrislivillt'. 

Jewell,  Matiiaaiel,  tuu^ttired  out  May  20,  1865. 

Eulin,  PhiletQS,  mustered  oat  June  8, 1865. 

Long,  Ensign,  mustered  out  June  8,  1865. 

Lon?.  Samuel,  transferred  to  Foiirtfpnth  Infantry,  June  8;  1866^ 
Lomax,  John  A.,  mustered  out  June  20. 
liacy,  Andrew  D.,  mustered  out  June  8,  1866. 

Xiedliart,  FhnI.  died  of  ilis(>;iti*-  ;it  Chatt:nuuif:;i,  April  16,  1864. 
Oliuated.  livsiu,  Uievlutrged  for  (lituibilit)',  ^Luy  12, 1S63. 
Osman,  Morris,  mustered  out  June  8,  1865. 

Fattenglll,  Jnnies,  died  of  disease  at  Kdgotield,  Tennessee.  November  16,  1862. 
Preston,  George  ¥.,  died  at  BowHntr  fTr^pn,  November  15,  1882. 
Padden,  Daniel  B..  diaebarged  by  orrler  October  9, 
Ptaillliw.  George  W..  mustered  out  June  8. 1865. 

Powell.  WiiiiiiTii  J,,  kfilod  in  :iotu>n  ;it  r!iirk;iiiiauga,  September  20,  1868. 

Hansom,  Ives,  died  at  ^iasbviUe,  D«ceiub«r  3,  ^8(SZ. 

Randall,  Ires,  mustered  out  June  8. 1866. 

Sweet,  WnUam  H..  mustered  owt  .lane  8,  1865. 

Sjinborn,  rolumbus,  uiusterod  niit  Time  8,  1865. 

StinsOQ,  J„  died  of  disease  in  Olilo.  December  29,  1864. 

Sprague,  WlUiajn  G.,  died  at  NadiTUle.  November  16^  1868. 

Sprnirno,  WllUnin  TT.  TT..  tninsfcrred  to  Invalid  Oorps,  December  15,  186S. 

Smith.  William  H.,  mustered  out  June  8. 1865. 

Splcer,  Thomas  dlscbarged  for  disability  February  26.  1863. 

Tanner.  I^ewls.  transferred  to  Invalid  OorpK.  Janoaiy  24,  1864. 

VnnderliouKli.  Peter  S..  died  ;it  X;ishv!lle.  Derember  26,  1882. 

Wrlgiit.  William  J.,  Mergeant,  mustered  out  June  &,  1866. 

Whipple,  William,  trnnsiforred  to  InraUd  Gorpa,  Fel>ruary  VS^  1864. 

West,  Daniel  J.,  sergeniit;  nmsterod  out  .Tune  18,  1865. 

York.  OilTer,  died  of  disease  at  Kowling  Green,  Novemb^  lo.  1862. 

CiMNpoair  P. 
Shepsrd,  James  H.,  enlisted  August  15, 1862. 

Compoity  /. 

Captain  Jobu  A.  ISIlswortb,  Saranac;  commissioned  July  90,  1862;  resigned  Novem- 
ber 20,  1868. 

Captain  James  H.  Truax,  Saramic:  commissioned  December  16, 1862;  resigned  August 
24,1868. 

Captain  George  Wiemer,  8arauac;  commissioned  August  24,  1863;  mustered  out 

June  8, 18C5. 

First  Lieutenant  Heruuin  Hunt.  Sarnnac;  died  of  disease  at  Nasbrille,  Tennessee, 

December  16.  1862. 

First  lieutenant  Allea  B.  Morse.  Otlsco:  caumiissioDed  Deceiqber  13,  1862;  promoted 
first  lieutenant  and  adjutant,  February  8.  1868:  wounded  In  action  at  Missionary  Bldgi^ 
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November  26^  1868,  wbile  on  dutf  as  acting  nsalcitnnt  ndjutant-general :  resigned  Septem- 
ber 1.  IS&i. 

First  Lieutenant  G«argo  Wienier,  ramie;  comiDls^^ioned  February  '4,  1863;  pro- 
moted captain  Aagnst  23, 1888. 

Second  Lieutenant  James  R,  Tranx,  Saranac;  conmtlasloned  AngQSt  19,  1882;  pro- 
moted captain  December  1^  1832. 

SecoEMl  lieutenant  George  Wiemer,  Saranac;  commissioned  December  16^  1S62;  pro- 
moted first  lientemant  February  8,  1868^ 

Secon(!  Lieutenant  David  B.  EiigUdi,  Saranac;  commissioned  September  1, 1861;  mus- 
tered out  June  8, 1865. 

Sergeant  Sberbnme  H.  Tldd,  Saranac;  died  at  Qallatln,  Tennessee,  June  17, 1868. 

Hergeaut  Abljiib  A.  Aloott,  Siiirunno:  promoted  to  second  lleiiu  iiaut  Coiapanr  A. 

Sergeant  C.  Ball,  Sfiranac;  aischarged  by  order  Febniary  ir>.  Tsr,?>. 

Sergeaat  David  B,  English,  Sarausic ;  promoted  to  aecood  lleutenuut  Sej^tember  1, 1864. 

Sergeant  Benjamin  Vesper,  Saranac,  discharged  by  order,  March  1864. 

Corporal  Samuel  Woolrldjjo.  Eastrm  :  frnns(erre(l  to  Tnvnl5d  Corps.  January  15,  1864. 

Corporal  George  Wieuier,  Suruuuc,  promoted  to  second  lieuteaunt  December  16,  1862, 

Corporal  James  M.  Rogers,  Saranac;  transferred  to  Fourteenth  In&ntry. 

Corporal  Julni  D.  liradford.  Easton;  discharged  November  29',  1862. 

ron>oral  S.  \V.  .Matbews.  Saranne:  nhwnt.  slclc.  «f  nniPter  <mt 

Con^jral  Charles  A.  Mooney,  Wjirmuic;  dietl  of  disease  at  Lebanon,  Kentucliy,  Octoljer 
26,.  1862. 

Mnsidan  James  H.  Ketlogg,  Sfiranac;  died  of  disease  at  Lebanon,  Kentucky,  October 

26,  1862. 

Musician  Rnftts  W„  died  of  disease  at  Lebanon.  Kentucky,  October  16,  1862. 

Anway.  Edwin,  died  of  disease  at  Nashville.  Tennessee,  January  9,  1868. 

Arlnnis.  Oharles  D..  diwl  of  (lisoa>yr«  jit  Xasliville,  Tennessee,  December  SO,  1862. 

Allen,  liobert  J.,  discharged  tor  disability  January  1,  1863. 

Adams,  Sllss  W.,  died  of  dlseose  at  Bowling  Grem,  December  29, 18^ 

Aidrirh,  jnTno^:  i:..  dioiT  of  iiis^'Msc  at  P.owiing  Qreen,  Koituciqr,  November  29, 1862. 

Henry  P.  Beutent,  mustered  out  May  S,  XSd&. 

Bishop,  Hiram  H..  mustered  out  August  8,  1866. 

Bums.  lAalacbl,  enlisted  August  11, 1862. 

Broclcway,  Abnpr.  died  of  diRPni=?e  nt  Sfirannah.  CSeorgla,  December  28,  1861. 

Otse,  John  B..  discharged  for  disability  January  10,  1863. 

Coniaddn,  Charles  S.,  dlscharRcd  for  disability  May  11. 1868. 

Ohappel,  John  G..  mustered  out  June  8.  1865. 

Crane.  Marion,  discharged  for  dlaability  February  21.  J  863. 

Curtis,  Charles  H.,  mustered  out  Yeterau  Keserve  Corps,  June  30, 186$. 

Chllds,  Darius,  died  of  disease  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  DecenAw  17, 1863. 

Elswnrth,  Dnniel  IT.,  died  of  disease  at  Bowling  Orem,  Kentudky,  1868. 

Fisher.  James,  discharged  to  eater  marine  servtoS; 

German,  WUltam,  died  of  wounds  at  Nasbvine,  Tebrms^  11, 1868. 

Humphreys,  James,  enlisted  August  22,  i 

Hines.  Benjamin  P.,  discbarped  0^h>l)er  15,  IS62. 

Henry.  John  L.,  transferred  to  Invalid  Oorpa,  July  1,  1868. 

Hlnderleider.  William,  mustered  out  June  9, 1866. 

HinderlPldor,  Honry.  absent  slclc. 

King.  George  F.,  disdiarged  fOr  wounds  May  13, 1866. 

(i8) 
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Lowry,  Ait.hnKihl.  di.s!  ,it  ^•.•l^■bvHl«,  May  21,  1866. 

LowiTt  Trucy,  mustered  oat  Joue  S,  1866. 

Lewis,  ISdgar  8.,  died  at  Nasbvllle,  December  20,  1862. 

r^ttta,  Hecioi-  H.,  dlscluireed  for  diSHbilltr  Miircii  1,  1863. 

LlUle,  EliMs,  iMilistt^rt  An^iist  14.  1862. 

McLttughin,  Jo8ei)h,  nbsdit,  sick. 

McWbltner,  Batea,  died  of  disease  No^-ember  14,  1862. 

Matther,  Fi-aacis  M.,  died  of  disease  at  Detroit  n<  tober  17,  1^, 

Mowry,  Oliver,  died  of  disease  tu  Kentucky,  November  3, 1S62. 

Morse,  Robert,  killed  In  action  at  iStoue's  Rlvei*,  Tennewee,  December  21, 1862. 

UcOmber,  AlfMd.  discharged  by  order  May  25.  186S. 

Miller,  John  F..  enlisted  Anffttst  11,  1862. 

Parker,  Luttter,  disctiarged  for  disibility. 

Patrick,  Jdm  SL,  mustered  out  June  8^  1865. 

Perkins,  Rk-htjrd,  tll-iiMiiirged  for  ilisability  Januiiry  12.  1S63. 

JUiodes,  Ck>ruelius  C,  dlscliarged  for  disability  AprJi  22,  1863. 

Bocera,  Joeepb,  mustered  out  June  8, 1865w 

Soger,  John  H.,  mustered  out  Jnae  8^  1866. 

Smith,  Oliver,  mnstcrfni  oitt  June  s.  is«R. 

SlmmoiiBi,  Leonard  F.,  mustered  out  Juoe  8, 18ti5. 

Sinclair,  Duncan,  sergeant,  mustered  out  June  8,  1865. 

Scarr,  William  T.,  killed  iu  action  at  Stone's  Itiver.  TeinH'ss<K>.  nwember  ill,  1862. 

Sliute.  Aiajor,  died  of  dlseiise  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  Decmebex:  2,  1862. 

Smith,  Thomas  R.,  mustered  out  June  8, 1866. 

Sanborn,  William,  tranaferred  to  Fourteenth  Infantry,  June  8,  1865. 

Train,  Edison  H.,  dlscbarwd  for  difitibilltr  February  10,  1863. 

Taylor,  Philiit,  discharged  for  disubllity  Miiy  23.  1863. 

Van  Orman,  Banrtson.  mustered  out  June  8. 1865. 

Wheelock,  Alfir«d  T...  mustered  out  June  S.  ISfi.", 

White,  Snntord,  transferred  to  Invalid  Corps;  mustered  out  July  ^  1866. 
Winters.  George  W.,  died  of  disease  at  Ixmlsvllle,  Octob«>  4,  1868. 
Toik,  Orrlu  W.,  discharged  for  disability  December  28,  1862. 

OomfMny  K. 

Captain  Herman  Baroth,  loiila;  conuuttadoned  July  26,  1862;  resigned  January  18, 
1868. 

Oaptain  Jolin  C.  Taylor,  lonlti,  commlsoloued  October  16,  1863;  mustered  oat  June 

8. 1  '^-1' 

First  Lieutenant  Albert  6.  Russell,  Hubbnrdstou;  cummlssiuned  August  16,  1862; 
resigned  January  13, 1883. 

First  Lieutenant  Bli  B.  Bunitt.  loni.i :  January  18, 1863:  reelgned  October  16.  1865. 

First  Lieutenant  Oliver  C.  Townseml,  North  Plitins;  mustered  out  Jime  S.  1865. 
First  IJeotenant  Eli  K.  Burritt.  lonin;  coniniissiioned  August  16,  IStJ^i;  promoted  first 
lieutenant 

Second  Ueutenant  John  C.  Taylor,  Ionia;  commissioned  January  13,  1863;  promoted 
captain. 

Second  lieutenant  Duulet  O.  Caff,  Noith  Plains;  oommlasloned  NoTember  20,  1868; 

mustered  out  June  8,  l^'  ^"^ 

S«rgeant  John  G.  Taylor,  loala;  promoted  second  lieut^nt. 
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Serseant  Amd.  He^dhiuff,  Malr;  promoted  to  aergeant-mayor  May  1,  1864. 

Scrgoimt  Samuel  B.  Bock,  Enstou;  illsw-hnrpe^l  for  dlsaMUty  August  13,  1862. 

Sergeant  Duuiel  C.  Cuff,  tirotuoted  »a:uud  iieuteuaut. 

Setgeunt  Brasttn  B.  Potter,  loniu ;  discharged  for  dlsubility  May  12,  1860. 

Ck)tpor:il  r)i:irli^s  1!.  DlckeuBoii.  Nortb  l*lniii8;  sef^eiint,  mustercfxa  oat  June  8,  188S. 

Cori>or;il  t  »li\er  C.  Towseufl,  NnrlL  I'lalus:  proniotprl  first  lieutenant  Company  I). 

Corporul  Oliver  C.  iieed,  iSortii  i'liiius;  mustertil  out  July  S,  12^65. 

Corporal  Gbarles  L.  Stock,  North  PUiins;  discharged  for  disabUity  April  18,  1863. 

Corpontl  Fletrlinr  Ransom,  En^iton:  sei's^'iiu.  umsterefl  cut  June  S,  ISOf). 

Corporal  John  W.  Brown,  louiu ;  «ii8cburged  lur  dlsubUit^-  JTebruury  ima. 

Corporal  WSUiatD  Mattiflon,  North  Flalns,  discharged  for  disabtlity  April  18,  1863. 

Musi<dan  I'orter  N.  Carver,  Korth  Pl.-iin)*;  died  of  diseiiso. 

Musician  John  Dick,  Easton:  disehnrgfHl  for  disnbnit.x  ^hm'h  S,  l^^fvi. 

Wagoner,  Joiiu  W.,  loula ;  promoted  commissary  sergeimt  December  16,  i8G&. 

Bowser,  William  R,  filiated  August  12, 1862. 

Babcock,  Jcronic,  died  nf  disease  at  Daoville,  Kentucky.  November  28,  1862. 
Babcock,  Albert,  died  of  dli^ase  at  NashvlUe,  i:^e88ee,  July  20,  1863. 
Bowerman,  DeForest  A.,  died  of  disease  at  NashvUle,  December  2&,  1863. 
Barry,  Thomas  L.,  died  of  disease  at  Nashville,  December  2, 1862. 

Rurt,  Willinm,  diefl  of  disease  at  Mnrfrocshnrn.  \!nT  IH. 

JBeJlows,  Jolm,  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  ut  Cliickumauga,  September  20,  18*53. 
Carpenter,  Jason,  mustered  out  June  8, 1866. 
Conner,  Virgil  G.,  mustered  out  June  8,  1865. 
Callahan,  John  iS.,  mustered  out  June  H,  1865. 
Colby,  Jabes,  mustered  out  June  8, 1865. 

Case,  William,  mustered  out,  absent  on  detached  service^  June  8, 1866. 

Colby.  Wilson  C,  discharged  for  disnhlllty  .Tftnunry  23.  T8f»3. 
Clark,  D4i\'id,  died  uf  disease  at  Louisville,  November  24,  ISfSS, 
Crane,  Danl^  H.,  transferred  to  Fourteenth  Inf&ntry,  June  8,  1865. 
Bntrican,  George  W.,  discharged  for  disjibillty  March  1,  186.5. 
nsh,  Alexander,  disoharced  for  dijyibllit.v  September  26,  1868. 
Glaasbrook,  George  W.,  enlisted  August  15,  1S62. 

Gnems^,  Seth  W.,  died  of  disetise  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  February  17,  1868. 

Govethrite,  I'hll.'indcr  E.,  uiusterrvj  nut  .Tune  S.  1S65. 
Huckleberrj?,  Thoniiis,  mostered  out  June  S, 
Hess,  Chauncey,  enlisted  August  9^  1862. 

mnes,  Arlenias.  died  of  disease  at  Murfteesboro,  November  16*  1862. 
Howpl!.  Jfinifp  K  .  died  of  disease  tit  Horse  Cave,  Kentuclqr,  November  16,  1862. 
Hoxie.  Clark,  died  of  disease  ut  Detroit,  April  15, 186& 
Hayes,  Edward,  mustmred  out  June  80, 1805. 

Holbrooii.  Henry  E.,  discharged  for  Btn'ointment  in  United  States  Army,  July  21, 1863. 
SoweU,  Erastas  M.,  enlisted  August  15,  1862. 
James,  Chests,  enlisted  August  8, 1862. 
Lewis,  Ellmer,  mustered  out  June  8, 1806. 

Lowe,  John,  mustered  out  June  8,  1865. 

Lamereauz,  Jolm,  died  of  disease  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  January  25,  1868. 
Ffdster,  John  U.,  mustered  out  of  Invalid  Oorps,  June  80, 1968. 
Porter.  Soymour.  ai>8ent,  sick,  at  muster  out 
BIder,  I^vid  G.,  died  of  disease. 

Reed,  Qrrln  B.,  died  of  disease  at  Murfree^oro,  January  Bl,  1863. 
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Blbem,  John,  dlea  of  diaeose  at  Boiling  Fork,  Kentucky,  October  24, 1802. 

Bock,  Gliail«|,  died  of  dlmue  at  NasbvUle,  Feteaair  28, 1868. 

nytnu  Ulcbard,  enlisted  August  11, 1«62. 

iieiubatdt,  Nkliolas,  sergettut;  mustered  out  June  6v  iSOb. 

Skearer,  Htery,  mnatered  out  June  8, 1865. 

Smith,  Wheeler  J.,  died  of  disease  .it  NnshvUle^  TeODeaaee,  November  ISy  1882^ 
Sayler,  Jobn  V.,  mustered  oat  June  8, 

Stnek*  Albert  H.,  wounded  in  action;  diacbarged  January  2, 1868. 
Sanbom.  OdonAiis,  enlisted  Aufnat  11, 18flS. 

T!ernan,  Patrick,  corporal :  mustered  ont  Jane  S,  1865. 

Town,  EUsba  M.,  transferred  to  Veteran  Keserve  Corps,  Marcti  18,  lt«>5. 

Town,  Andrew  J.,  transtoned  to  Invalid  Oorps,  January  18, 1866. 

Tilloaton.  CL:irles  R.  disobitrped  for  disflbility  Aiigrnst  15,  18(53. 

Van  Netter,  iBalab,  dlecbarged  for  diaabilit^  January  9,  1863. 

Van  Alstine,  Hdlland  P.,  killed  la  action  at  Chlckamatiga,  September  20^  1868. 

Ward,  Laden  H.,  anieteied  out  Jane  8, 1865. 

WlUlamfi,  Hirau      discharged  for  diAihlMty  January  8,  1863. 

WrM^t,  Jamee  B.,  died  of  dlBease  at  New  York,  February  1, 1865. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  INFANTRY. 


Captain  Samod  I*  Demareet,  Otleco;  commlaaloned  Auciut  10,  1862;  mustered  out 

August  15.  1866. 

FIxst  Ltontenant  Frank  S.  Ckas^  Otlsco;  commiasloned  Angast:  10,  1862;  teelgned 

November  13.  1R63. 

Virat  Lieutenant  Jamee  A.  Sage,  Odeoo;  comnilsaioued  Aiiril  7,  1864;  disciiarged  for 
woonds  NoTember  80, 1864. 

First  lieutenant  Henry  Hil),  Otisco;  <.>omnii8sioned  March  21,  1866;  commlMloaed 
seecmd  lleiitf»n<iTif  January  1,  1865;  mustered  out  June  2i,  1865. 

Secgeunt  James  A.  Sage^  Otlseo ;  promoted  fir^  lieutenant  April  7, 1864 

Seqnimt  Henxy  Hill,  Ottsco ;  promoted  second  llentenant  January  1»  1866. 

Sergeant  ITallcx^k  G.  Benttcy.  Otis<  o;  (rausferred  to  Invalid  Corps,  Februai-y  15,  186A. 

Sergeant  Setb  M.  Morse,  Otisco ;  transferred  to  luvuild  Corps,  January  15, 1864. 

Seiceant  Warren  F.  Houghton,  Keene;  dlschsrged  for  dlssMlty  May  14, 1868. 

Sergeant  Hiomas  Murray.  Otisco;  mustered  out  June  24,  1865. 

Serpomt  Frank  C.  AntcUff,  Otisco;  mustered  out  Jinie  21  isr^. 

Corporal  Gbarles  W.  Haiglit.  Ionia;  trantferred  to  Invalid  Cori^s,  July  19,  186tf. 

CorporBl  Ifortlmar  L.  Green.  Otlsoo:  died  of  diseate  at  Bowling  Green,  May  16, 1868. 

Corporal  Albert  C.  Moore.  OtiH<'o:  mustered  out  May  13  I'^h"'. 

Corporal  Jonathan  C.  Baker,  Otisco;  mustered  out  June  24.  iS65. 

Corporal  WlUtam  T.  Just,  Otlseo;  dlsdiarged  for  dlaebiiity  January  16^  1863. 

Musician  Zadodc  8.  Howe.  Otisco;  mastered  oat  June  19,  1866^ 

Hasldan  George  Hart.  Otfsco ;  nmstered  out  June  30,  1865. 

Antdtff,  Joseph,  died  October  15.  1865,  of  wouods  received  July  1, 1866. 

Benlon,  Charles  M.,  died  of  disease  at  Loalsrllle,  Kentucky,  December  1,  1868. 

Benton,  George,  mustere*!  out  June  24,  1865. 

Beny,  Bdgar,  mastered  out  June  24  1865. 

Berry,  Edwin  R..  mastered  out  Jane  24, 1866. 

Berry,  LSander,  mastered  ont  June  24, 1865b 

Bennett,  George  a,  mastered  out  Jane  21, 1866. 


IONIA  COUNTY^  MICHIGAN. 


Blnnrhnril.  Edwin  W..  mustereii  out  June  24,  1865. 

Beatley.  Judson  C.  trnosferrea  to  invalid  Corps,  Wetormrf  WH, 

Blatt,  Josepb,  dlschnrged  for  dlsobllit^  Jnljr  9, 186i. 

Currier.  Wjlliam  U..  discharged  tor  disability  January  15, 1868. 

r.'iiM'ii,  Wiiii.-ini  I.,,  diert  of  diwisp  ;it  ^^iurtfoidarUIe,  Kentoeliy,  Janaary  30.  1868. 

Ctioate,  DiivJd,  mustered  out  June  24,  1865. 

Demoran,  William,  mastered  out  June  24,  1866. 

T)iiy,  Oscar  A.,  mustered  out  June  24,  1865. 

Uitnuon,  Fniuk,  disckurged  by  order  Jane  1,  ISHS^ 

David,  James  B.,  discharged  for  disability  March  2A,  1883. 

Dibble,  Arga,  died  of  disease  -.ix  i:\nnsville,  Indiana,  April  13.  1863. 

KIdrtdge,  Myron  A.,  mustered  out  of  Invalid  Oorps  November  15,  186S. 

Fiiib,  Sunford,  mustered  out  Juae  30^  1865. 

Fisb.  L.  M.,  mastered  out  Jane  24, 1866. 

H<*nrf,  Ch;ir)os,  nmstfred  mit  Moy  3r>. 

Hunks,  George  A.,  mustered  out  June  24,  18ti5. 

Haight,  Frederick  O.,  transferred  to  Invalid  CJorps,  Jalj  19, 1868. 

Hauser,  George,  drowned  at  I^^adon,  Tenneiiisee,  October  27,  1863. 

lugaUs,  Jobo  P.,  acctdentaily  ^ot  at  Bowllni;  Green,  Kentmky.  >TarLb  10,  1S9», 

Joslin,  Americ,  died  of  dlsenee  at  Loalsvllle,  Kentacky,  November  14,  1862. 

Jolest,  Hiram  H.,  mustered  oat  June  24, 1866. 

KIti^,  Mnrsball.  died  of  disease  at  Nnshvnip,  Tonnrssoo,  May  80,  1864. 

Knee,  Wesley  H.,  mustered  out  of  invalid  Corps  July  8,  lfi6& 

Lowndes,  Frederick,  mastered  out  Jane  24, 1886. 

L<>\pM.  Ts;t;!(',  ItiHcd  in  action  at  Atlanta.  Georgia,  August  6»  1864. 

McLean,  isklward,  died  of  dlsense  in  Georgia,  May  6,  1364. 

Moore,  Harmon  W.,  died  of  disease  in  Georgia,  August  1, 1864. 

Moe,  Irving  W..  discharged  for  disability  Mareh  9;  1868. 

Murray.  "Williain  J..  mn5t<>red  out  May  3,  1865. 

>>'orthway,  Aaron  li.,  mustered  out  May  31, 1S65. 

Nortbway,  Daura,  mustered  out  June  24, 1866. 

Pond,  Warren,  mustered  otit  June  24,  ISHS. 

Porter,  Alvin  D.,  mustered  out  June  24,  1865. 

Purdey,  George  W.,  mastered  out  June  24,  1866^ 

Eandall,  David  F.,  mastered  out  June  24.  ia6& 

Rlnc  Armon.  muctered  out  June  24.  1865. 

Smltb,  Newton  N.,  sergeant,  mustered  out  June  24,  1866. 

Thornton,  George  D.,  transferred  to  Invalid  Corp«i  Janvary  Ifi,  1864. 

Van  Houchl  on.  Ttiomaa,  musterpd  out  .Tune  24. 1865^ 

Wincbell,  Qalvin.  mustared  out  May  13,  1865. 

wmiama,  George  B.,  ttansfmed  to  Invalid  Corps  Jannaxy  1864L 

Wright,  John  A..,  died  of  disease  at  BowiinK  Greea,  Kentacky,  Marcib  4^  1868. 

Bichard,  William  H.,  enlisted  AugoM.  12. 1862. 

Sergeant  Aaron  W.  Jenkins,  Boston;  mustered  ont  June  24, 1866. 

Button,  Aaron,  diw  harged  for  disability  April  20,  1%3. 
Dupee,  Samuel,  died  of  disease  at  Louisville,  Januaiy  20,  1863. 
BlUe^  William  O.,  maetered  out  July  12, 4866^ 
Btttmg,  Hudson,  mostesed  out  July  24, 1886. 
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YouDs,  Alanson,  mustered  out  July  6, 1865. 
Hoodt  WUIlHm  8.,  mllsted  Augast  11, 1862. 

TWENTY-SEVEN  TH   IN  FAN  TRY. 

Oolonel  Dorus  H.  Fok,  Lyons;  c<Hniiilisioned  October  18, 1802;  wooaded  In  action  n«ar 
Petersburg,  June  17.  1861;  resigned  Ortohcr  3, 

Asslstaut  8urgeou  Harvey  11.  I'owers,  promoted  mrgeon  Tbird  Infantry,  August  22, 
1864. 

Qii.irter  Master  John  Benson,  Portland;  conuDlMioned  April  20,  1804;  mustered  oat 
July  26,1S66. 

Sergeant  Major  Jolm  Benson,  Portland,  January  15, 1868:  promoted  second  lleotenant 

Oompany  E,  April  30,  1863. 

Quarter  Master  Sorgeant  Norman  T.  Sanborn,  Portland,  January  4,  1864;  mastered 

out  July  26. 1866. 

Prlndpal  Mwddan  Hilton  Sawyer,  Porttand,  Norembw  20,  1868;  dlschaqied  for  dl«> 

aWUty  July  4, 1863. 

J.  F.  I^iam,  Portland.  December  29.  imi ;  taustered  out  July  26,  1865, 

Oompony  A. 

Second  Uentenant  William  A.  Pratt»  Boston;  commissioned  Afurll  20, 1864;  dlsdiarged 

Decemhpr  1,  1864. 

Dwyer,  Antony,  du$charged  for  cUsabiilty  December  20,  l!>t>4. 
Beatii,  Milton  A.,  nnsteted  out  July  26,  ISOS. 

Brown,  Obaiies^  died  of  wounds  at  Petersborg,  Virginia,  Jane  18, 1864. 

Goriipany  ft. 

Musician  Bmory  O.  Fox.  I^ons;  oulisted  December  3,  12^;  discharged  by  order  Sep- 
tember 27, 1868. 

Oompattif  O. 

Bennett,  Catarles  W.,  corporal ;  mustered  out  July  26,  1805. 

Orotlier!!,  William  H.,  died  of  wounds  at  Spott^^lvanln.  Virginia.  May  13.  1864, 

I>oremys,  Jacobs  died  of  disease  at  Pblladdpbla,  Penn^iTaQia,  June  16, 1S64. 

Davis,  Cbarlea,  absent,  sick  at  Wasblngton. 

Morton,  Hunldn.  mustered  out  July  2fi,  ISfj.^. 

Sinitli,  All4»  W.,  ffioMdan;  mustered  out  July  26, 186& 

Train,  Rnftts  EL,  mustered  oat  July  26,  1866. 

Taylor,  H«>nry  M.,  transferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  February  2,  180B. 

Carer,  Franklin  J.,  died  of  wounds  received  at  Bethesda  Cbuvcli,  Virginia,  June  S,  1864. 

CoiNfHHiiy  D. 

Qladdlng,  Oseur  F.,  tronaferred  to  Yetentn  Keserve  Corps  May  4, 1866. 

Oompanp  E. 

Second  Lleutennnt  John  Benson.  Portland;  commissioned  April  80,  1868;  promoted 
flrst  lieutenant  Cou^Mny  I,  Alarcb  1, 1861. 
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Second  Lieutttiaiit  Maaon  Vosper,  Boston;  commiBSloiied  April  20,  1864;  kUled  In 

action  ncnr  Wftdon  n;nlro:ifl,  August  1864. 

Sergeant  Alfred  Towo^  Port  1  unci :  maatered  out  July  1865. 
Oorpora)  Charles  Hinman,  Dnnby ;  mustered  out  July  20, 1866. 
Burhuns,  Frederick  K..  uiustei-ed  out  July  27,  1868, 

Cbnm^v^rltHn,  Frmikliii  11..  ■killed  in  huWp  itt  Spottsylvftnin.  May  12,  1864. 
Clark,  Solomon  D.,  died  of  disense  nt  i'ortlsind,  Miebignn,  June  12,  ibt>5. 
Durkee,  Morgan,  killed  In  battle  at  Spotteylvania,  May  2,  1864. 

ntnsninre,  William,  Jr.,  died  ot  wounds  in  New  York  Harbor,  DaTld's  Island,  Sep- 
tember 14, 1H64. 

Green,  Henry  F.,  mustered  out  July  26, 186S. 
GlMddinK,  Willijim  H.,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out 

Heaton,  Josepli.  killed  in  stctlon  ;tt  NortL  Amiii  Hlver,  Vtrs-lnin.  May  -4,  ist'.4. 
Heiilli,  Milton  A..  Wilied  in  nctlou  ut  North  Aiiiia  River,  Virginia,  Muy  24,  liUbi. 
Jenkins,  Loren  R,  mustered  out  July  26,  ISUTi. 

KiiHicv.  Sylvester,  diofi  nt  nty  Point  HnsiiUjil  of  wounds,  July  80,  1864. 

Lunges.  Jobu,  diecburged  for  dlsiibilUy  Febroiiry  5,  1A65. 

Murtaugb,  Mlcbael,  died  at  Annapolis,  Maryland.  October  13, 1864. 

Mapes,  Jesse,  mustered  out  of  Veterun  Ueserve  Corps,  August  24,  1866. 

Mndlson.  Oportre  T>..  mustered  oat  .Ttily  20,  1865. 

Mable,  Wiliiam  U.,  wounded,  Absent  nt  master  out  July  26,  1S65. 

Morgan.  Mark,  mustered  out  July  26,  1866. 

Rich,  Daniel  K.,  killed  In  buttle  of  Spnttf^ylvnTi^n.  Mny  12,  l«f>4. 

Smitb,  Iboioas,  died  In  boipltal  near  Petersburg  of  disease  February  2,  1866. 

Scbenk,  William  a,  kiUed  In  action  near  Petersburg,  July  7,  1864. 

Tubbs,  Farley,  mustered  out  Jtily  26,  1866. 

Company  (i. 

First  Lieutenant  Oscar  F.  Fox,  Lyuus;  couuuissloued  October  10,  1862;  died  of  dis- 
ease on  steamer  "Sallie  list"  on  Mississippi  Biver,  June  17,  1868. 

Cramer.  Silas,  mustered  out  May  18,  1865. 

Htnes.  Will!;?  (i..  mustered  out  May  IS,  ISfiR 

ShermwQ,  James  A.,  diScbarged  for  disability  l-'ebruary  16,  1865. 

Bisbee,  James  A.,  transferred. to  Veteran  Heserye  Corps  N0T«Bber  12, 1864. 

Bolton,  Wu11bc4>,  mustered  out  Jti'y  26,  1866. 
Crookbite,  Francis,  abmit,  wotinded. 
Erwin,  Cbarles^  mustered  out  July  26, 1866. 
IV>X,  Emorj-  C.  niustf-re-l  out  July  26,  180;'. 
Hubbard,  Natbaji,  mustered  out  July  26,  1865. 
Hleks,  Charles  H..  abaent,  ddc 

HortOD,  Hi  rum  A  ,  transferred  to  Veteran  Beeerve  Corps,  October  11, 1864 
Lookwoo<l.  Eilgar,  discharged  for  disnbility  .Tsnuary  1866. 
Lambert,  WiiUam  D.,  mustered  out  July  26,  1865. 
Lajnbert,  James  C  mustered  out  July  17, 18661. 
Marks,  George  Lk»  mustered  out  July  26»  1866. 
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McCbrty,  Nelson,  niusteved  out  July  26,  1865. 

Mott,  Arielberf.  ajtscnt,  slok. 

Post,  Tliomus,  ub»eut,  sick. 

PitickiMir»  William  H.,  mastered  out  July  26^  1866^ 

S'niirh.  Wullnre.  kiKcd  in  iii  tion  iit  Siiottsylvjiuiji,  May  12,  1804. 

Stewart,  George  A.,  killed  iu  netlou  at  I'etersburg,  Juue  18, 1864. 

Train,  Alttert,  mustered  oat  July  11, 1866. 

Weatlirook,  Franklin,  mofltered  out  July  26, 1886. 

Oomptmv  I- 

Captain  Keyuolds  H,  !i^,'olleld,  Forthiud ;  <-omuus«ioii<?d  Ayiil  i,  Ibti^i  wounded  in 
action  near  Petersburg,  July  30, 1864;  disdmrged  for  disability  October  17,  1864. 

First  Lleutt-iKiiit  Thoma*!  D.  f^  niiold,  I'oitl.ind :  (  luiiiiiissionml  Fpbrnary  27,  1864; 
talc^  piTisouer  near  Petersburg,  Virginia,  Juue  3U,  I8ti4;  luu-oleU  ^kLircli,  18@&;  lionorably 
discharged  May  15, 1860. 

First  Lieutenant  Jolm  Benson,  Portland;  appointed  r^mental  quartermaster  April 
20,  1864. 

Second  XJeutenant  Cbarles  W.  Ingalls,  Danby;  commissioned  t'ebrutuy  27,  IS^U;  pro- 
moted captain  Ompany  E,  Second  Infantry,  April  1, 1864. 

8ecoQd  Lipuienant  Harv^  D.  Mason,  Portland;  commissioned  April  1, 1864;  resigned 

•     October  8,  i8*i4. 

SerKeant  George  F.  Anderson,  Boston;  killed  In  action  near  Petersburg,  Virginia, 

July  SO.  1S04. 

Sergiitttit  WilUum  A.  Pratt,  Bostuii ;  promoted  second  licuieuaut  Cojupaiiy  A.  'XSveuty- 
seventli  Infiintry,  April  20,  1864. 

Sergeant  John  P.  Anderson,  Boston;  promoted  first  lieutenant  Company  H,  Second 
Ittfaotry.  AprU  1. 1864. 

iSergcant  Jasper  Davls^  PorOund;  died  of  disease  at  Waabington,  Juue  lo,  itm. 

Senteimt  Jubu  i^.  Me)«anil,  I'ortlamt;  died  of  ^rounds  near  Petersburg,  June  19,  1864. 

Pelrlpii.  D;inip1  W.,  iTiu«ter*H!  out  .Tune  26,  1865. 

CMlingbam,  Jacob,  mustered  out  June  26, 1861^ 

Oatpenteir.  Blkanali,  mustecel  oat  June  20,  1860^ 

Colliy.  .Tiiiijps  S.,  died  .Turu'  2^.  1X04.  of  woiinds  iw-efved  at  S^'OUsyhaiiia.  Hi^  12, 1804. 

Derby.  Kolliu  D..  luustered  out  of  Veteran  Ke»erve  Corps  August  1,  1865. 

Daras,  Frank,  mustered  out  June  28, 1866. 

Dlckaon,  George  T..  mustered  out  Juo*-  2n.  i^r,-,. 

Decker,  James  8.,  mustered  out  June  26!,  1866. 

Bills,  William  B.,  absent,  dck. 

Ford,  CSiarles,  mnsterad  out  June  26^  1866. 

Gates,  Samuel  J.,  absent,  sick. 

QotL,  Erastos  S.,  died  of  dis«ise  at  Washington,  D.  C,  July  22,  1864;. 
Hovland,  Henry  H.,  died  of  disease  at  Petcrabnrg,  Virginia,  September  24, 1864. 

Howliiiid.  Prank  R..  inu^;for<>d  out  Juue  20,  1866. 
Buley,  Hiram,  mustered  out  June  26,  1865. 
Lowry.  Bmory  W.,  mustered  out  June  26. 1866. 
Lewis,  Hiram,  mustered  out  June  26,  1865. 
IJndley.  Hiram,  mustered  out  June  26. 186K 
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Mo«l}.  Charles  B.,  killed  in  btittle  of  Spottagrlvanli^  Mny  12.  18U. 

Marry,  N>w<"<>n)h,  dic<I  of  rtifrnsp  at  Wnsliiiifitoii,  .Tnne  13,  )864. 

Alanu,  Wlllbiju,  dietl  of  wouuil*?,  l>ctober  4,  iStH,  receivca  May  12,  1804. 

Nichols,  Charles  A.,  uiustered  out  July  2tt,  18U0^ 

Sanboru,  EchvanI,  diSCluirged  for  disiibillty  Jsuiuary  21,  1S«5. 

I'horaliee^  John,  died  of  disentie  at  David  s  lalaud.  New  ¥ork.  July  XU,  1864. 

Whitney,  George,  mustered  out  Miiy  28,  ltjB5. 

Way,  NnthMU  C,  luustei'ed  out  June  0,  iwt5. 

F^iiirirs.  .Solomon  1)  .  flint  of  disciise  iit  Wnshiiifrtou,  Miirrb  B.  ttKtS* 

Brown,  Fmncis  H.,  ilietl  of  dise^kiie  iit  ilillsburo,         12,  ISiH. 

Benedict,  Ledru  R.,  mustered  out  July  2(t<,  iNtiS. 

Cooper,  ChnrleSk  missing  In  Action  nt  Siiottsylvaniii.  Mny  12,  1864. 

Duvis.  Virgil  F.,  missing  !ii  nHlow  near  Petersburg;  tiken  piisoner  July  30,  1864. 

Diivis,  Ozlul,  killeil  la  ucliou  before  rcteri>burg,  June  IT,  l&H. 

Davis,  James  It.,  died  of  (llsense  nt  Annaiiolla,  Maryland,  November  3,  1864. 

Djivis.  Snnint'l.  nuist-preil  onf  -Tuly  20,  1S(}5. 

Fish,  tieorse  IS.,  mustered  out  July  IStio. 

Hln«HS.  William,  mustered  out  July  26,  1866. 

Iloiiizlisi'in,  Kli  K.,  abseul,  In  hospital  sick. 

Kid.!.  Willirnu  L..  mrisfficl  oUt  .Tuly  20.  JJ^. 

Lane,  George,  mustered  out  July  26,  1S66. 

Lane,  Andrew,  discharged  for  disability  May  17,  1866. 

McJ.iiii;-'!!!!!    l.-.iiu'S,  I:  kt'u  |iris..tt<  i  1  efon;  IVtoi siiiir;:,  .Inly  IMi,  1K04. 

I'ike,  Murry  L.,  diseluirged  for  disabilitj  October  16,  1864. 

liyder.  Benjamin,  died  of  dtsense  at  AimapuUs,  September  9,  1864. 

Shavely,  Peter,  absent,  wounded. 

Sbnvply.  r>Mn!<»l.  absent.  ««irk 

Sluiw,  George  W.,  died  of  dimise  at  Annnpolis,  April  21,  18t)4, 
Sprngue,  William,  mastered  out  July  26, 1866. 

Vandacan.  Wiiliatn,  died  of  wounds)  recdved  at  Petersburg,  January  22,  1866. 
Wters,  Marshall  A.,  absent,  wounded. 

Williams,  Isaac,  died  of  disease  at  Danville,  Virginia,  December  21,  1864. 

FIRST  ENGINEERS. 

roloiiel  .Tolin  R.  YatOH.  louin ;  commlwdoned  November  8,  1864 :  mustered  out  Septem- 
ber 22  lh65. 

Captain  John  B.  Tatea,  Ionia;  onnimissioiied  September  12. 1861;  promoted  major  May  , 
28, 1868. 

Sergeant  Kodnev  Mnnn.  louia  ;  enlltitetl  September  IT,  1861;  promoted  second  Heu- 
tenant  Company  B,  September  12, 1S62. 

Burnett,  Martin  J.,  enlisted  August  20. 1864;  discharged  by  order  June  6, 1866. 

Company  B. 

CMlifMni,  GtHirgc  H..  discliarged  by  order  June  24.  1^65. 
Ingalls,  Edward  B.,  mustered  out  September  22,  1865. 
Sbeklls,  Joeei^  B.,  mustered  out  September  22, 1866. 
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Company  C. 

Flnt  Ueutenaot  W11U«iid  Tltas,  Ionia;  commlssloiked  January  1,  1864;  muBteted  OQt 
At  eud  of  Mnrlce  October  26, 1861 

First  iJeatenant  Elins  A.  York,  louln;  commlstiloueA  Augaat  2T,  1804;  mustered  out 
S^tetuber  22, 1866. 

Brown,  Daniel,  jmuitered  out  September  22, 180S. 

Brown,  George  V.,  luustertHl  out  8ei)leuiber  22,  1.SU5. 

Belgmve,  S^rlvester,  uiustwed  out  September 

Ottsblug,  Wallace  H.,  ninsteiied  out  Seixember  22, 1866. 

Churcb,  Eustace,  mustered  out  September  22, 186S. 

Coats,  Minor  B.,  mustered  out  Seiitpmber  22, 1866. 

l>rak^  Abrtuu,  luustecetl  uuL  iJepteuiber  22, 1866. 

Flak,  Cbarles  B.,  mustered  out  September  22, 1866. 

Guutd,  John,  mustered  out  September  22,  1S05. 

Gage,  Jasper     mustered  out  S^tember  V&OS>, 

Ottge,  Cbtirles  O.,  died  of  dlseiise  at  CbattmuMgii,  March  15, 1884. 

Hnrlbort,  nutddeue  W.,  dlsctuirged  by  order  Juue  6, 186S. 

Jeuks,  Albprt,  nuistorf»d  ont  Septcnil>f>r  22,  1S«i5. 

Ijuce.  James  IL,  mustered  out  iSeytember  22.  l.stio, 

Luscomb,  CtuuAes  B.,  veteranized  Janunry  1,  1864;  mustered  out  September  22,  1866. 

Merritt,  MatJiew  F.,  mustered  out  Sei>i ember  22,  1866v 
Minor,  Hiratii  W.,  muat^i^  out  Seiitember  22,  LStiii. 
Morse,  Jos^b  B..  mustered  out  September  22.  1866. 
Sherman.  John  D.,  discharged  by  order  Jun*  24, 1865. 
Towpr,  Tleiijnniln,  mtistprfvl  nut  Sfptember  22,  1866. 
Towel",  Beiiedicl,  nmslered  out  J*eiiteu»ber  22.  IhtiS. 
WUlUuns,  ObftTles  H.,  mustered  out  September  22, 1865. 
Waldton,  William  W.,  mustered  out  September  22, 1866. 

Cfimpan^  D. 

first  Lieutenant  Beujiimiu  A.  Cuttou,  Haraiiav;  couimiifsioued  January  1,  liMH;  mus- 
tered out  September  22, 1869. 

Abbott,  Isaac,  discharged  by  order  June  t;, 
Bedell,  iHerce^  mustered  out  September  22, 1S65. 
Benson,  Arl»a  J.,  mustered  out  September  22, 1806. 
Godfrey,  James  IL,  mustered  out  September  22,  1866. 
Loudon,  Tbonms  I*,  mustered  out  Sejitember  22.  1S05. 
Morrison,  James  L.,  mustered  out  Septembei-  22,  1865. 
Stirling,  Daniel  Ij.,  nnistered  out  Septeml>er  22,  1866. 

(7om|NMi|r  S. 

Captain  Silas  IS.  Canfl^d,  Ionia;  oommlesione<l  Seiitember  12,  1861;  resigned  July 
14,1862. 

Captain  Lucius  F.  Ullls,  Ionia ;  commissloiinl  July  14.  1862 :  mustered  out  at  end  of 
serrice  October  26,  1.S64. 

Fif<?t  Lieutenant  Lucius  P.  Mills.  Ionia ;  commissioned  September  12,  11461 ;  promoted 

captain. 
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Flrat  LteateuttDt  Albert  B.  Culver,  loulo;  commiaHiooed  July  U,  resigned  Jan- 
uary 8,  lSrt4, 

Secoiul  Lieut«aaat  Rfjiimy  Mhuq,  IouId  :  couMinsxioned  Jiinanry  1,  1864 ;  tll8charf(«d 
at  end  of  service  October  26, 1864. 

Second  Llentenant  Albert  B.  Culrer.  lonln ;  couunimioned  Jiinunry  1,  1H64 ;  resigned 
JannaiF  8, 1B64. 

Sergeuct  •rheo»i<>i-e  8.  t'un-iei-,  i»itrHUHc;  eiilistetl  September  iK  IKtil;  discli!ii';;e«i  at 
end  otf  service. 

Sergeant  Benjiiniln  A.  Cotton,  Snninnc;  enlisted  September  16,  1861;  promoted  tirst 
liesteniint  Company  D, 

Sergeant  William  Titus,  loiiin;  enlisted  Seiiteniber  17, 1861;  promoted  first  Ileuteuiint 
Company  C. 

s:r<rKer)Tif  Oitvid  A.  Jewell,  louIa;  enlisted  September  16,  1861;  promoted  first  lieu- 

temuLt  Company  M. 

Corporal  Byron  Borden,  Ionia ;  veteranized  January  1,  1864 ;  promoted  first  Iteut^iant 
Company  K. 

Corporni  Mnrtin  Ciinfleld,  louin;  vetemniiEed  Janmiry  1,  1864;  promoted  first  lieu- 

t^iaut  Company'  H. 

Corporal  Cburles  Onmger,  Ionia ;  enlisted  September  17,  1^ ;  discbarged  at  end  of 

sen-ice  Oc-tober  31.  1^0  i. 

Corporal  William  F.  Jobusou,  loiiiii ;  enlisted  September  23,  i>S61 ;  discluirged  ut  end 
of  service  October  31, 1861. 

Corporal  Ausel  G.  Smith,  Ionia;  enlisted  September  6,  1861;  discharged  at  end  of 
service  October  31, 

Musician  Fretlei'lck  Tuttle,  loiiiu ;  ^lUteil  September  6,  IStii ;  dlHcbiu-ged  by  oMer 
May  18, 1863. 

Musician  Mur-  us  Jones,  enlisted  SeiitPinlH  T  ^C.  ^^c,^. 

Wagoner  Noiih  Bishop.  lonln;  enlisted  September  0,  1861;  tniosferred  to  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps  January  15,  1S64. 

Anlba.  Charles  B.,  mustered  out  S^tember  22.  1866. 
An1b;i.  .Tiiitiea  N..  ninRt«»red  out  September  22.  T^HR 
Aiuba,  William  £.,  disebarged  by  order  June  t$,  iNtiS.  " 
Annbuster.  Jacob,  discharged  by  order  June  6,  1866. 
And^eou.  Dnvld  K.,  mustered  out  St  iih  mber  22, 1866. 
■Rrinfe.  Eli.  died  of  disease  March  3,  1861. 
Barr.  WiUard  L.,  discharged  for  disease  March  8, 1865. 
Bellamy,  Henry,  died  of  disease  J«me  4,  1862. 
Brink,  Gprnlil  f?..  illac'-hnrged  at  end  of  Hprrirp  Oftnhrr  31,  1^04. 
Brink,  Chauncey  E.,  discharged  at  end  of  aerrtce  October  31,  ISW- 
Bishop,  Devlle.  mustered  out  September  22, 1865. 
Brown,  John  M..  mustered  out  September  22.  isr>5 
Brown,  William  M.,  mustered  out  Sept e'm her  22.  1865. 
Baxter,  Osgar  M.,  mustered  out  September  22,  1865. 
Blgelow,  George,  mustered  out  8epteml)er  22, 1866. 
-   rsrodhtvk.  AufrnstTiJs.  tnnsferpfl  out  Septeruber  22.  1865. 
Bostwlck,  Alfred  U.,  discharged  by  order  June  6,  1S66. 
Benton,  Dnntel,  discharged  by  order  June  6, 1865. 
Badcns,  Samud  W.,  dischanced  by  order  June  26.  1S65. 
Wnilam  H.  Conner,  disachargred  by  order  June  26.  1866. 
Conner,  George  W.,  discharged  by  ord^  June  4,  1866. 
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GaJue,  Juines  C,  dltduirged  by  order  Jane  0, 1865. 

Cobb,  fr<H>rge  H.,  lii^whrtrged  by  order  .Time  6.  1SHr>. 

Cott,  WlUlaiu,  dlscimrgeU  at  eud  of  service  Uctober  31,  1866. 

Currier.  Myron  M.,  diacbai^ea  at  eud  of  aerviee  October  31,  186S. 

Ctirrier.  TbetKlorfs  S.,  eullsKHl  Heiitoiiiber  1),  '1861. 

Guiihmaii,  Milo,  enlisted  iSeiiteniber  16, 1861. 

Converse,  Josiab.  died  of  diseiise  nt  New  Albnny,  Indiuna,  Norember  7,  1862. 
Cornell,  Thod.  JL.,  died  of  diseiiae  tit  Bridgeport,  Alabnma,  June  4, 1864. 

Coe.  {'Htuuel  H.,  died  of  (Tlseiist*  nt  T^ritlirPt^firt,  AhilwiUA,  June  11,  1864. 

Ouj'keudall,  Bmxy  ti.,  di»clitiri!ed  tor  dli^ibility. 

Cooper.  Atiiiey,  dlfi(>hfirsed  by  order  June  6,  1866. 

Covert,  Beujaniiu  H.,  dischargeil  by  order  June  ti.  J865. 

Ctaipnum,  George  W.,  mnetered  ont  September  22.  1865. 

Compton,  Eber,  mnstned  out  S^>teniber  22, 1865. 

Dye,  Bloomlleldt  mustered  out  S^tember  22,  1866. 

Dtek,  John,  mnstored  nt:t  Soiitfnober  22,  1864. 

Dolpbiu,  Louis,  died  of  di^eiise  Jauuni'y  25,  1804. 

Dunbam,  Eldln  W..  died  of  dlaenee  January  25,  1864. 

Dunham,  Edwin  H.,  disctinrged  by  order  June  6,  1865. 

Daniels,  Irving,  discharged  tit  end  of  service  October  31,  ISBl. 

Frye.  William,  dlsctuirged  at  end  of  tsei'vice  ,Noveaiber  T,  1864. 

Granger,  Charles,  discharged  at  end  of  sei'vlce  October  81, 1864. 

Guernsey,  Aiiron.  dis^•llllr>^ed  !it  cml  of  srrvi«*e  October  81,  1864. 

Ckfodwlu,  Jtirvis,  dlaelinrged  by  order  Juae  6,  ltj65. 

Gardner,  Ulram,  discharged  by  order  June  6, 1868. 

Grlffln,  Hiram,  dlsdiarged  by  order  June  6,  l  ^^i'i 

Graves,  Joseph  S.,  ma8tere<!  out  September  22,  186.5. 

Giites,  Krastus  M.,  mustered  out  September  22,  1865. 

Henderllder.  Ooiise,  died  nt  disenfie  at  Nashville.  Tennessee^  January  16^  1864. 

TlnM,  'Rnnsoni.  dlsrh.'ircfd  for  <1is;ib1Ht.v  Jiine  21,  186*2. 

Hall,  Andrew  J.,  di^^linrxed  iit  end  ol  service  October  31. 1864. 

Hlnes,  J.,  discharged  at  end  of  service  November  7,  1864. 

Hines,  Herbert  mustered  ont  September  22, 186B. 

Hitchcock.  John  H..  dfschnrped  nt  end  of  ("senrice  October  81, 1865. 

Holcomb,  George  W.,  luuslered  out  September  22,  1865. 

Hmiig,  William  G..  mustered  out  September  22.  Ift66. 

Howard.  Joseph  S.,  fliwhnrjrpd  by  order  Juno  0. 

Houseman,  Henry,  dl8Charg«l  by  order  June  6.  1865. 

Karmsen.  William,  dlsctaarsed  by  order  June  6. 186S. 

Kanoune,  Francis,  mustered  ont  September  22.  1865. 

Loverin,  Charles  H  ,  nmstered  out  September  22.  1K65. 

Lumbard,  Orrin  W..  mustered  out  S^tember  22,  1865. 

Ladow,  Jaoob,  discharged  for  disability  May  26^ 

Mixru.  Wnlfpr  \..  dis.     r-f-.l  for  i1is:ibi!ity  Mfiy  22.  1866. 
Mann.  Calvin  Ij„  discharged  by  order  June  18»  1865. 
Mills.  Samuel  J.,  discharged  hy  order  June  6.  1MW. 
MillipHn.  WllHnm.  diachnrjred  by  order  June  6, 
Mcnintf>cU.  ,Tohn  S..  inusfcnfl  ottf  fpitfpud>er  22.  186i», 
Norria,  Albert  F..  mustered  out  September  22. 1805. 
North.  Orvllle.  mustered  out  September  22. 1MK. 
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Neal.  WlUhim,  mUHtered  out  Sj«i>teiiibei'  '£L  18U&. 

North,  Elisha.  died  of  disease  In  Ahtbama.  July  21,  1864. 

NorrlB»  Oliver,  disciiarged  by  oixlei-  June  %  18d0w 

Norris,  Jame^  dlacharged  by  ohtor  June  6.  1865. 

Porter,  Aaron  R.,  dischai-ged  bj  order  June  6^ 

Porter,  Cb.-nmfcy  ('.,  iHs.  IitnT^"''  '>y  order  June  1805. 

Fbiilips,  Waiter  8.,  discharged  by  order  October  12,  1865. 

I^owUnflon.  Jobn  V..  muatered  out  September  22,  1865. 

PenniniErton.  George  V...  uuisteml  our  Septemlier  122,  1S66. 

PatteasUl,  George,  mustered  out  September  22,  lii65. 

Pmnkard,  Qeorge,  discharged  at  vaA  of  aorvice  October  31, 1864. 

Rhodes,  Lewis  D..  dischnrged  for  disability  June  10,  1863. 

Roth,  Paul,  dist^hHrspf?  I),v  ortler  June  6,  1865. 

Rector,  Geoi-ge,  di^-barged  by  oixier  June  6,  1S65. 

Rector,  Simeon,  mustered  out  September  22,  1865. 

Rogers,  ('hnrles  W  .  mnsterod  out  September  22,  1868>. 

Royal,  Au^u  W.,  uiuiitered  out  September  22,  1866. 

Risley,  James  B.,  discharged  by  order  June  6. 1866. 

Sawyor,  Milton,  discharged  for  disability  ]<  ebruary  10, 1862. 

Sfsson,  Geor'^o  a,,  di^ichjirgpfl  by  onlPr  .Inly  3,  1865. 

Stewart,  ixigar,  discharged  by  order  June  6,  1S65. 

Sdmelder,  George,  discharged  by  order  June  6, 1865. 

SchnafHe.  Geor^'e,  (lis<  h;irL'e(l  liy  order  .Tunc  f!,  1.865. 

Sheldou,  WiUiam  E.,  di^icliurged  by  order  June  6,  1865. 

Smith.  Homer  J.,  dischnrged  st  end  of  service  October  81,  1864. 

Sumner,  Asa  F.,  discharged  at  end  of  service  Ck  tober  81, 1865. 

Stanboro,  Ransom,  mustered  out  Septeinber  2-.  1865. 

Sluiw,  Franklin,  mustered  out  September  22,  1865. 

Tower,  George  W.,  mustered  ont  8^teml>er  22. 1866. 

Thomas,  Samuel,  diseluii  trea  Tni-  (li^^iiMlit y  M.nx-h  26, 1862v 

Toibert,  Juliui^  discharged  by  or^&c  June  12,  1865. 

Vinooit.  Carles  D.,  dischargecl  for  disablTity  November  2,  1864. 

Van  Dorenn,  Bdmond,  discharged  by  order  June  6,  1866. 

Wnilston.  Soott,  enlisted  September  14.  ISfH, 

Wilson,  William  H.,  dischiirged  for  disability  May  9, 1862. 

Wilcox,  Lemuel*  discharged  for  disability  December  4,  1862. 

Wlers,  John  M  .  dtwcharged  ^r^rr■h  fi. 

Williams,  Pliny,  discharged  by  order  June  6,  1866. 

Wiser,  Levi,  dlschaived  st  end  of  service  October  31, 1864. 

ComfMMy  .P. 

Burleigh,  Ansi<jn  S..  mustered  out  Sep(eiiil)or  22,  18^ 

OaU,  Leander  T.,  discharged  by  order  July  10, 1865. 

Cnrrte,  George,  discharged  by  order  June  6, 1866. 

Freeman,  Horace  8.,  discharged  by  order  June  6, 1888. 

Martin.  Andrew  M..  dlsrhar^ed  by  order  .7nnp  6,  I  W,*). 

Miller,  l^elson  J.,  discharged  at  end  of  i^rvice  August  24,  1864. 

MUes,  James  II.,  dlsdiarged  for  promotion  in  navy  September  17, 1864. 

Mott,  John,  died  of  disease  at  Detroit,  June  11,  1864. 
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McPbenon,  FruDk,  mustered  oat  September  22, 1866. 

rriest,  JoshriM  K..  TrnisftM-pd  f>nf  Sojitpiiilit'r  22,  1865. 
Uiuaaeli,  Alfred  W.,  mustered  out  Seiiienit)er  22, 
Bexford,  Braiiumln,  dlsdiurged  by  order  June  6, 1866. 
Kexford,  Cornelius,  dischargeil  hv  mdot  .Tnne  6,  1866. 
Kexford.  Natbauiel,  dlBCburged  by  order  June  «,  1866. 
Sweei^es,  Heury,  mutrtered  out  (September  22, 1866. 
Whltefield,  Alfred  J.,  diacbarged  by  order  June  6.  1865. 
^^Tiltefleld,  Hptuy  A.,  diwbarg^  by  oTder  June  6,  1865. 
yurriogtuu,  Miirviti,  tuustered  out  ^>el>telube^  22. 

Blakely,  Andrew,  dlscliarged  for  dlaabllit>  July  25, 186S. 

<:iin(»l.  .Trthii  1'.,  discliarge<]  for  (Usrtbiliry  Muy  12,  lSfi5. 

Hiill,  Jjiuie-H  H.,  dltsl  ol  disense  .it  Itliiggoid,  Ueorgia,  July  7,  1864. 

Ootnpanv  H. 

Vint  Lleuteuaut  Martlu  Caufleld,  loulii;  commlasioued  Not*ember  8,  1864;  uiiMtpred 

out  St'iiteiuber  22,  1865. 

M^CarUiy,  Cbarles,  dlscburged  by  order  July  lH,  1865. 

Oompanf  /. 

Carver,  Jaatlce  M.,  died  of  dlaeuue  lu  New  Xork,  March  16,  1866. 

Dmisniore.  .foliii  W.,  dlwhjirprpd  by  order  .lime  H.  1866. 
Joiies,  Lemuel  1'.,  discharged  by  order  Jiuie  6,  1865. 
Kuaaeil,  Clinton,  discimrsed  by  order  June  6, 18B6. 
YoQUga,  Wlllbiui  M.,  niuatereil  out  tSejiteuiber  22, 1866. 

C(/in])any  K. 

First  Licuteuiiut  l^ureu£o  D.  Jdiit^uu.  |{u«>iuu;  coumiissiuiitMl  IS«i»teuilN»r  12,  lb61i 
resigned  July  aug  1862. 

i-'irst  Lieutenaut  Byron  J.  Borden,  loulu ;  conuulaaioned  November  3,  1864;  mustered 
out  (September  22, 1866. 

8erge:iut  Mark  D.  Miiaon,  Joniu;  enlisted  November  1,  1861;  discbnrged  by  order 
Jaamuy  21,  1863. 

Hergeaui  Jawe  Newsom,  louln;  enlisted  iM'tober  23,  1861;  diacbarged  for  disability 

Auguiil  21,  1863. 

Sergeant  Am/A  Carpenter,  lonla;  enlisted  November  21,  1861;  dlscburged  by  order 

June     1 SG2. 

BlotUtet,  lieury,  diuciuirged  at  end  of  service  October  81, 1864. 
Cahoon.  John  T.,  discbarged  for  disablUty. 

Coon,  Siiiunel,  died  of  disease  iit  Cb»ltntio<»pi.  Teuiieseee,  April  20^  1864. 
Coleman,  FHsi  a.,  musterH  out  8ept*»tiihpr  22.  1S65. 
Frederick,  Jobu,  died  of  disease  at  HiiiggolU,  Georgia,  July  16,  1864. 
Green,  Cluirles  K.,  «1ied  of  dlsense  at  Cbattunooga,  June  18,  1864. 

Giillui).  Josei^b,  (!is<  !i;ii';;od  by  onler  May  20,  iw;5. 

llltir.  Hwyiil  i„  dlM-liur^xt^  t»v  dlsablltty  Jituiuiry  18,  12^. 
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Hiiir,  «<Hirg«  W..  retemuUsed  I )ecf luher  31,  1N<>3. 
Unll,  Williaiu,  di«d  ot  dlseat^e  :it  Alexiiiulriii.  May  20, 
Hull,  John,  mastered  out  Seiiteiuber  22, 1885. 
Jobiiaon,  Sumnel  W.,  mustered  out  Sejttember  22, 1885. 

'Nro'ii'op.  J:tnH»s.  (Il«5fti:ti'gpil  >fr!rrl!  1St»3. 

Pierce,  Joseph,  dischnrgetl,  dnte  uuknowu. 

reck,  Austin  AV..  disK'tuiived  by  order  June  10.  Ifi85. 

Reed.  WilUtini  H..  discbnrged  August  2,  1862. 

Rodegib,  Heiux  discbtii-ged  at  eud  of  service  Octolier  31,  1864. 

BobertaoD,  Duncan.  dlM-hiirged  by  order  July  13, 1865. 

Smitli,  Hiel  W.,  disobiiriEed  iit  end  of  senl^  October  31, 1864. 

Sinltb,  G;irrett  J.  F..  nuisr.M-nd  <mt  Sei.teinber  22.  1885. 

Van  Doreu,  isiiac,  mustered  out  Serteaiber  22, 

Wbite,  Jobn  A.,  mustered  out  September  22, 1865. 

Wandel,  John,  mu^ered  out  glet>tember  22, 

IVbftiii!?  .Jjimes  li..  mustered  out  J?oi)ttMiil)er  22.  18<>5. 

W'.nie,  Alexjiiidw.  tlLsciiiirjied  l»j  m<ler  Juue  6,  IStJS. 

Compafiif  M. 

Second  Lieutemiut  KHms  A.  York,  louiii ;  commissioned  Janmiry  1,  1864 ;  mustered  out 

September  22. 

Second  LleuUiUiiut  Usivi(i  .v.  J«w«ll,  ioiiia ;  cuuuuistsioued  March  11,  ItitM;  mustered 
out  nt  end  of  service  October  26, 1864. 

Second  lieutenant  Isnnc  SlRler,  Berlin;  conmdssioned  November  3,  1864;  mustered 
out  Seittember  22, 1865. 

.Vmodiin,  Anrnn,  mustei-ed  ont  Sc]>ieiuber  22.  1H(>5. 

McLaren,  Alfred  P.,  mustered  out  September  22, 1865. 

Stilwfll,  XolsDU  C  .  (lis.  ![.-!rL'<'(l  l.y  of  lcr  May  IS;,  1S66. 
Slaglit.  Speucer  (.«.,  {U»cb<ir)iud  by  oriler  Juue  ti,  1S65. 
Whnllng,  John,  disrtuirged  by  order  Jnne  6,  1860. 

Oompiinv  /. 

Captidu  A.  Milan  Willett,  commiiiHlODed  Oftot>er  12, 1861;  mustered  In  March  4,  1862; 
resigned  November  8, 186S. 

First  Lieutenant  Jtimes  F.  Covel,  enlisted  October  28^  1861;  commissioned  March  5, 
1862;  promoted  oaptnln,  vice  Willett,  resigned,  and  soon  after  honombly  discharged,  but 
no  dates  are  gir^. 

Second  Lieutenant  JouhUiuu  A.  Sprague,  conuDissioued  December  10,  IMI;  mustered 
In  with  company;  resUsued  November  18, 1862. 
Atw^,  Abijab,  enlisted  December  30,  1861. 
Atwell,  Levi,  enlisted  December  1,  1861. 
Aibro,  Jooathaa,  enlisted  December  1, 1861. 
Bends,  Erastua,  enlisted  December  30, 1861. 
Barnes,  Erastns,  enllstefl  Dwetcher  30,  1861. 

Brandon,  Jeremiah,  enlisted  February  1&,  1862;  discharged  for  ^aatillity  April  2, 1864. 
Bratt,  Sanford  C,  enlisted  February  20^  1862. 
Burns,  Sanfbrd  C,  enlisted  February  20,  1862. 
Clark,  Jobn  W.,  enllstwl  Dt-cemher  B.  18^. 
01«rk,  Charles^  enlisted  t>bruary  13,  1802. 
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Crauimr,  James,  mllated  December  ((,1801. 
Oolemnn,  Nelson,  enlisted  November  -jo,  isqj. 
OorneU,  Cbarlea,  enlisted  December  :^u,  ib^h 
Duttuer,  Simon,  enlisted  December  8U,  1S61. 
Dafiln,  D.-inlel  r..,  .MiMst'^i  December  30,  1861. 
Edlin,  WilUiiiu,  eniiS'ttia  1  ebnmry  22,  inm. 
Fox,  George  W.,  enlisted  No^*ember  IH,  WSl. 

i-lacb,  Albert  N..  enlisted  November  10, 1861;  died  of  womids  reueived  in  tbe  Wilder- 
neee,  May  5,  1864. 

Fifielli,  JatifeiV  euUi«ted  I^'ebrtuiiy  2U,  1862. 
nsber,  WfUlam  H.,  enlisted  Jauuntr  2S,  1862. 

Gnllowiiy,  Bnrnpy  1),.  enlistwl  Deceuib«r  20.  1861. 

Uallway,  Jerome,  enlisted  20. , 
Oaidner,  William,  enUsted  December  30, 1861. 

I  %  Webster  8.,  enlisted  November  20. 18G1;  died  of  dlsetiae  nt  Falnioutli,  Jaunary 

27,  urn. 

Hayes,  Deujetrius  J.,  eiiJisted  A'uvetuber  1861. 
Hluman,  Delos,  enlisted  Pebmaiy  17,  1862. 
Kouts,  IsnipJ  J.,  eiiHstPd  December  26,  1S61. 
Maim.  Cailviu  C,  enlisted  Januiirjr  1,  1861. 
Palmer,  David,  enlisted  December  8, 1861. 
Pmden,  George  W..  euiiated  December  0, 1881. 
Sutton,  T.orerizo  A..  enll»ted  October  22,  1861. 
Sessions,  NatiiHulel,  enlisted  November  24,  1861. 
8ton«,  Allen,  enlisted  November  21, 1801. 
SiDi|)«ott,  .Tolin  F.,  ettlistwl  De<?eiiiher  17,  18^ 
Scott,  James,  enlisted  November  23, 1S61. 
Talcott,  Obaiincer,  enllated  December  17, 1861. 

Warren,  Daniel  C,  enlisted  December  26.  1861 :  discharged  fior  disHbilltjr  December 
25, 1862. 

WiUett,  Janus  W..  euUsted  NoTemtier  20,  It^L 
Terrlngton,  William,  oillsted  November  80, 1861. 
Teomans.  George,  enlisted  February  20,  1862. 

Ctytnpann  C. 

Norwood.  Edwin  M.,  oiiKsiag  at  <;etty.«l>urg,  I'enn8.vlvnuiji,  July  3,  l^^. 

ComfMmy.D. 

Mapes,  DsTld,  veteninimd  December  21, 1866;  disrliarKed  by  order  June  28, 1860. 

Oornpany  JS. 
Millard,  Hemlryx,  mustered  out  July  6, 1866. 

First  Uentenant  William  U.  Freeman,  cuuimlsHloned  Aagaat  20,  1861;  dlscbarged 
for  disability  September  11,  1862. 

Bittler,  Aboer  K.,  died  nt  Middlevilto.  Vlrglula.  Klnvcb  22,  1862. 
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Bower*  Abner      died  of  disease  At  WaaIiingtoii»  D.  €.,  August  26, 1862. 

Rird,  Samuel  S..  eutis(<.'d  August  20,  1861. 

htown,  hSAveitd,  disctiarged  by  order  August  22.  1^. 

Oook.  Cbarlefli,  dleebargecl  for  disability. 

Brown,  Jnutea  W.,  mnstered  out  June  30,  1866. 

Jfitmp.  Andrew  S ,  transferi'M  to  First  Cavalry. 

Biigbjr.  Tbooius      eullsted  Kovaiitier  26,  1^62. 

Cwnpanif  E. 

Ciiiitnin  Jtiuies  H.  Kldd.  louln :  joined  .Vnxust  28, 1862 ;  promoted  mnjor  Muy  9,  1863. 

C«ptn5n  FMward  L.  Onnv.  T-yon?;:  f(>niin?ss1nned  Mny  9  l*<a'^ ;  first  Iteotensat  October 
13,  1862;  honorably  discharged  for  disability  November  12,  l&Sii. 

Oniitaiii  Angloe  R.  Tower,  Ionia ;  commissioned  November  12,  1868 ;  first  llentedant 
May  0,  1863;  set-ond  lieutenant  October  13,  1802:  resigned  August  15,  1884. 

Ctiptiiln  Ksnioud  S.  Tower,  Ionia;  August  1t>.  IHtU;  honorably  discharged  August  15, 
1865. 

First  lieutenant  Jacob  O.  Probasco,  l^ymB;  <>onunlfifiloned  November  12,  1868;  pro> 
moted  first  tteutenant. 

Seoond  lieutenaut  Solon  H,  Finney,  ].^ods;  comroiss-ioned  M»y  lS6i;  kliied  in 
action  at  Reaver  Mills.  Virginia,  April  4, 1865. 

Second  I.  ieu tenant  Ambrose  Ij.  Soule,  enlisted  Septonber  17,  1862;  commissioned 
Ctetober  18,  1868. 

nmt  Fieiveant  Angelo  E.  Tower,  Ionia :  enlisted  Augont  30,  1862 ;  promoted  second 
lieutenant. 

Quarter  Mast^  Sergeant  Jamee  I^.  Manning.  North  Plains;  promoted  second  lleu- 
teQ4int  Be<M»nd  Infantry. 

Sergeant  William  H.  Boblnaon,  Lyons :  died  at  Washington  Marcb  4,  1863. 

Sergeiint  Wlllinni  Willon   T.xons;  nuistered  out  July  10.  1865. 

Sergeant  t^chuyier  €.  TripLugen,  Diinby ;  discharged  by  order  August  10,  1S66. 

Sergeant  fk>1on  H.  Finney,  Lyons;  promoted  second  lieutenant 

Corporal  Jacob  O.  Probasco,  Lyons;  promoted  second  lieutenant. 

r'orjiorrji  i^nuc  R  TTr<rt.  Oripjins:  reporte'd  died  tn  Andersonvllle  PrlSQD,  May  2, 1864. 

Corporal  David  Welch,  Ionia ;  mustered  out. 

Corporal  Marvin  A.  FHkinsi,  Ionia;  mustered  out. 

Cori>'>r;il  .T.iiiies  "W.  Brown,  killed  in  action  at  llaw's  ."J^liop.  Vlreinia.  May  28,  1864. 
FSrrior  George  W.  Osboni,  Ionia ;  transferred  to  Invalid  Corps,  August  1, 1886. 
Wagoner  David  Rowerman,  enlisted  September  8, 1862. 
tAllen,  Simon  B.,  enlisted  September  6, 1862. 

Belden.  Shuman,  dlfd  of  di?«>frse  at  Fortrpss  Monroe.  Virginia,  Match  22,  188ft. 
Briggs,  John,  died  in  AndersonvlUe  Prison,  June  25,  1864 
Brown,  George,  mustered  out  Nov«nb«r  24,  1865. 
Brown.  TTfinaii  R..  niuster«tl  out  Xovember  24,  1866. 
Berry.  I^ester  A.,  mustered  out  November  24, 1865. 
Bott,  Qar^M^e  S.,  mustered  out  ICaith  27, 1868. 
*Bas8,  Natluin  R.,  mlsstng  in  action  October  16;,  1864. 

Croff.  W5ni.im        diwbnrpred  for  dlsnbillt.v. 

Compton,  Randall  S.,  discharged  .for  disability.  •  "  ■   "    .  ' 

Oook,  Edward  W.,  died  In  Andersonvtlle  Prison,  October  18, 18M. 

(19) 
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Carey.  Seth,  kiliPil  in  actiou  at  Hnw's  Shop.  Muy  28,  18$*. 

Corwiu,  Jame»  iL,  must«rad  out  Aoveuibei-  24,  l^itt5. 

Oompton,  WUllam  H.,  luustered  out  November  24,  1865. 

Gompton,  Kundall  8.,  dfacbarged  for  dlsabUity  Ainil  1, 1863. 

Coaknte,  Mnnly.  nmstcred  ont  November  24,  1866. 

Deckei:,  A.,  enlisted  ^epteuiber  12»  1862. 

Dydunan,  Belnbart,  mustered  oat  Blay  2&,  1866. 

Daniels,  Owen  W.,  mustered  out  November  24,  1865. 

Edward%  Seth,  died  iu  AndersontriUe  Prison,  September  5,  1864. 

Finney,  Gbarles,  dfscbarged  for  diaabUity  Jaaaary  19, 1864. 

Friend,  I^ncia      muatered  out  November  24,  1886. 

Gray,  .Tames,  died  In  Aiidersonvllle  Prtsnn,  Ootober  23, 1864. 

Grinoell,  JoUu,  mustered  out  August  SO,  1805. 

Halllday,  Ell,  muatered  ont  No^-enber  24.  J865. 

Hogle.  fiUaa,  mnstered  out  November  24,  1865. 

Hart.  lauflc,  died  In  Aodrarsonvllie  Prison,  May  ?,  1864. 

H<q)ldnSk  Warren,  died  In  Anderaonvllle  Prlaon,  July  12,  1864. 

HopMna,  Natbanld,  died  In  AnderaonvlDe  Prlaon. 

Hempstead,  Robert,  tranaforred  to  Veter.m  Reserve  Corps.  Mnr^-h  Ri.  isfvi. 
HutcbioBon,  Miles  £.,  miaatnic  iu  netion  at  Haw's  Staou,  Vii^^inia.  May  28.  1864. 
Eepfort,  Lewis,  ndaalng  in  action  at  Grove  Chnrcb.  Vii|;inlii.  April  5,  1864. 
Eoutz,  Searlgbt  C,  mustered  ont  No^'ember  24.  f^OSw 
Mangua,  Solomon,  mustered  out  November  24, 

Meidiant.  Georxe  W..  died  of  Oiseusu  at  Fredericksburg,  May  28, 1864. 
Manning,  Hinim.  mustered  out  February  28, 1864. 

Osborn,  Oeorge  W.,  tr-m^fprred  to  Votprnn  Reserve  Corps,  Auguat  1,  1863. 

Pratt,  Walter  E.,  mustere<l  out  November  24,  lSd5. 

Parker,  Albert  Mh  mastered  oat  November  24,  1866v 

Ball,  fieorge  W.,  mastered  ont  May  23,  is(i.' 

RandflTI,  Solomon,  mnstered  out  June  12.  1S«5. 

fiobiasoQ,  William  11.,  died  of  disease  at  Wusbiu):tuii,  March  4,  1863. 

Smith,  Samuel  J.,  mustered  out  November  24.  1865: 

Smith,  Frod.  transferred  to  Veter.«m  Reserve  Corps,  Febroary  15»  1864. 

Sbowennon,  Orlando,  muatered  out  November  24.  1865. 

Sllter,  James  O.,  died  of  disenae  at  Fort  I^iramle.  September  1,  1888. 

Stewart,  Francis,  died  in  Anderaonvllle  Prison.  September  21,  1864. 

Stewnrt,  .Tesse,  discbarged  for  dlsnWllty  jMnrcb  21.  1864. 

Starks.  David  S.,  dlscbari^  for  dlwibllity  Au|!U8t  10,  1863. 

Oroasett.  Reaben  G.,  discharged  at  end  of  service  August  20. 1864. 

Caalet,  Frnmis  N.,  veteranlz»Hl  r>p*-enTher  21.  liSfil. 

fiverfet,  Cbnrles  H.,  veteranized  December  21.  iHSU, 

Bllldtt,  George^  veteranized  December  21,  JftKL 

Flower,  CXinsider  E.,  veteraiilzed  December  21.  1863. 

CiHllinjjer.  ITeiuy.  dlw'tinr?*^  fit  end  of  service  .\uc»Ht  22.  ls<M. 

Jeuks,  Horntlo  N..  dischnrgeii  at  end  of  MervU-e  Hepteniber  27,  1861. 

Jennings.  James  C,  discbarged  at  end  of  service  August  22,  1864. 

JameH.  Mors.qn,  enlisted  August  10.  1861. 

Jenka,  Luther  J.,  dlacharged  for  dlaabUlty. 

Lnmbk  Toyman,  mastered  out  May  6»  1866^ 

Mills.  Samoel.  discharged  at  «id  of  service  August  22,  1864. 
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OrcQtt.  G«org«,  died  of  dfsmw  at  Frederick  aty,  Jamury  80, 18^ 

Pool,  OporiTP  S.,  rtisrhiirfifri  ;it  rnrt  of  service  Angast  22,  1864. 

Phillips,  lliram  W.,  mlisted  August  21,  1861. 

Blchardeoa,  Pomd,  dlscfaai^ed  for  dlmblllty  October  1. 1862. 

Rice,  Mfltoti.  enlisted  Avgurt  10. 1861. 

Thotnns.  Darwin,  discharged  for  disability  April  8.  1863. 

Trutuiiell.  Edgar  B.,  uuisiciaQ;  enlisted  Augii8t  Id,  1861. 

Wltltnejr,  (Seorge  C.  comiDlMarT  aetgeAnt:  enlisted  Angast  ft,  1868. 

Smith.  Bdwfird,  mustered  ont  Pebronry  27. 1866. 

Oomi^ang  I. 
Burk,  Aaron  S..  difscbarged  by  order. 

HnysDiuiker,  Stephen,  mustered  out  March  25, 1866. 
Johnson,  George,  mustered  out  Mnrch  25, 1866. 

Compfxny  L. 

ihiUer,  Klcliarrt,  discliarged  for  disability  January  4,  1866. 
Hawley,  George  A.,  mustered  ont  March  6,  1866. 
Hull.  Ezra,  mustered  out  July  10. 1866. 
Steers,  Dnyid.  mastered  ont  April  7,  1866. 

ObmpONV  A. 

Andrews,  Lewis,  mustered  out  Angast  17, 1866. 
Brown,  William  J.,  mustered  out  August  31,  1866. 

Blakf.  Theoflore  A.,  trnn^tferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Calioon,  Washington,  veteranlaed  January  &,  1864;  mastered  out  August  17,  186Q. 

Oompony  O, 

Fredenbei^,  Moeee  W.,  mustered  out  May  18,  1866. 

^loNeil.  John,  mnstcrpd  nnt  Anenst  17.  1865. 

McNeil.  James,  died  of  disease  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  July  16,  1864. 
Cllffotd,  WHllam  M.  B.,  mustered  out  June  12,  186S. 

Sprague,  Sewltt  C,  transferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  February  yl.  1886. 

Company  F. 

Bradford,  Jacob  A.,  diaehai^ed  at  end  of  service  October  22,  1864. 
Oaawdl»  Jdm,  died  of  disease  at  Commerce,  Maryland,  March,  1862. 
Demoret,  Lorenio  A.,  died  of  disease  in  Tennessee,  August  6|,  1868. 
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MoOaiUn,  Williaio,  died  of  dlseai^  nt  Nashville,  Tennessee,  September  10,  1864. 

Root  Williiiiii  F...  ('orfKtr.il :  vtfnmiztHl  Tarmary  5,  1864;  mustered  oat  AogDRt  17,  1866. 

Bace,  George  B.,  di^icliarged  at  end  of  service  October  22, 

Bace,  Hiram  8.,  discharged  at  end  of  servloe  October  22, 1884. 

O^orn.  William  IT.,  enlisted  SCepteuiI.er  12.  ISGl. 

Scott.  DougUiss,  luissiiig  ia  actiou  Jaly  1,  1862. 

Wearer.  Oaleb  F.,  died  of  dlaeaee  in  Teimcopco,  October  0, 1868. 

CVMnpofty  I. 
Ifanulng,  Percy,  muBtered  out  July  6y  1865. 

tittiaes,  SulUvuo,  enlisted  Se|,>tember  20,  iML 
Sayleet  William,  enlisted  8«itaiaibw  S,  1861. 
Saylea,  I^an.  enlisted  September  6, 1861. 

THIRD  CAVALRY. 

Corporul  Tiiouius)  B.  WaUace,  eoUsted  September  ^,  1861. 

Hale,  Obaites  W.,  dlediaised  for  disability  Norember  4, 1864. 
aindalr,  EHjab,  enlisted  Noyember  11, 1861. 

Company  D. 

Secoud  Iiientenant  PMlo  D.  Cutler,  enlisted  August  'J^,  1861 ;  commissioned  ^ptember 
7, 1862;  promoted  first  lieutenant  October  1,  1862;  promoted  major  Third  Infantry,  July 
20,1864. 

Quarter  Blaster  Sergeant  Gardner  C.  freeman,  died  of  disease  at  luka,  Misaiaslppi, 
September  7,  1862. 

Sergeant  William  A,  Jones,  enlisted  September  1, 1861. 

Sergeant  Charles  II.  Morse,  enlisted  September  14,  1881. 
Sergeant  Guy  Webster,  eiUlsted  Seiitember  1,  ISSL 

Oorporsl  John  W.  Hudson,  enlisted  September  3. 1861 :  mostered  out  Pebmary  12, 1886. 

Corporal  Daniel  S.  Tlill.  enlisted  September  6.  1861 :  mnstered  out  February  12, 1866. 
Corporal  Henry  J.  PblUlps,  enlisted  SeiJtember  3,  1881. 
Bugler  C.  K.  Brooks,  enUsted  September  10, 1861. 
Bugler  William  U.  Whlddera,  eollMteil  Keiitember  8, 1861. 

WnRonpr  Hi'nry  11.  Sti^l.  pnlistwl  Mopfottihor  10,  1861. 

Farrier  Wasbington  SL  PblUipH,  enlixted  October  5,  1861;  diacliarged  for  dlaabUity 
Fsbmary  20, 1862. 

Saddler  Richard  S.  Hinds,  enlisted  Reptenilier  10, 1861. 

Fnrrier  Nelwni  Hln«1«.  enlffrted  Septenibw  10,  1881;  mustere<1  out  February  12,  1866. 
Bluuvelt,  8yive»iter.  ealii^ted  October     1AC1 ;  niuMered  out  Febniiiry  12,  1801. 
Bremen,  lOebaei,  enllated  Noyember  28.  1861. 

TJronkR,  Stepben  A.,  enlisted  September.  IWl  ;  ilK-^hnrtred  tn-  nrtior  «oTif<"!;hpr  14. 
Cronkite.  Byron,  enlisted  September  9.  186] :  died  of  disenHe  iu  St.  i<ouls,  Miesourt, 
Janoary  11. 1862. 
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DavlB.  Jolin      enllated  October  4.  1861;  mustered  out  Febrnaiy  12,  1866. 

Dud,  James  P.,  enlisted  September  25,  1861 ;  mustered  out  F^raury  12,  1866. 

Duel,  John,  enlisted  September  25,  lS<il :  mustered  out  February  12,  1«63. 

De&ter,  Albert,  eulistod  September  25,  1861;  died  at  Ml»idi^i^,  i>eceai6er 

I,  1868. 

El!s\vorMi,  Alfml  E.,  piiliPtwl  feptPiiilw  25,  1K«1. 

Bhrmuu,  Joseph,  suildlur,  euUsled  B<jptember  lU.  Hsdl;  musUiV*til  out  i;'ebruiiry  12, 1861. 
Frost,  Cbnries  L.,  enlisted  Septeiuber  10,  If^l ;  dischnrged  for  disability  September, 
1862. 

FranklSn.  Aaron  P..,  onlisiwl  Sej>teiiiber  15.  ISC.l  ;  diaohiirKCd  for  dissibility  May  2r),  18(^6. 
Fuller,  Bermont,  euimted  i5epteuiber  9,  l&IUl;  died  ^t  St.  Ijooi^  Missouri,  Miir<:b  23, 
1862. 

Gardner.  John  S..  eiilisti-d  St-iuemlH-r  '.),  1S01;  mustered  out  February  12.  ISBfi. 
Green,  James  W.,  euli^ed  iiepteuiber  28,        ;  died  in  Keene,  Mictiigan,  December  1, 
1861. 

Hubbs,  Milo  A.,  enlisted  Setitember  25,  1N61 :  died  at  St  Louis,  Hissourl,  Janmiry  4, 
1862. 

Hubbs,  Jured  F.,  enlisted  beptember  25, 1801. 

Houghton,  Gbarles  L.,  enlisted  Seiitember  10,  1861 ;  mustered  out  Febniaiy  12,  1866. 

HougbBou,  I'red,  enlisted  Seiiteniber  10,  1861. 
H!tiniaii,  Henry  M.,  enlisted  September  16,  1861. 

Huwley,  Aduiu  B.,  eoUslM  September  15,  1861;  died  of  disease  at  Devali  s  Blufi:, 
Arkansas^  July  14,  1864. 

Hsiri'lricton.  ,lohn,  enlisterl  Sei'temht'r  15,         :  mustered  out  Wny  22,  1865. 
'    IjocIlc,  Wilber  H.,  enlisted  September  10,  1861;  veteranized  Junuary  19,  Iti^;  mus- 
tered out  October  12, 1865. 

Miles,  Charles  A.,  enlisted  October  10,  1861;  died  on  hospital  botit  "Lancaster,"  Hay 

II,  1861 

Mitciiei),  William,  mui^red  out  Fobruucy  12,  1866^ 

Mann,  Alonzo,  enlisted  September  1, 1861 ;  mustered  out  February  12,  1866. 
Eoblns,  Rn.<soll.  *Milis(c<l  September  1,  1861;  discharged  for  disability  March  26,  1864. 
Whipple*  WiUiam  XL,  enlisted  September  10,  1861. 
Steams;  Chandler  W.,  died  of  disease  in  Arkansas,  October  8, 1864. 
Wilmouth,  M.  V.  B.,  enlisted  September  10,  1861;  died  of  disease  at  Blensi,  Misals> 
Slppi,  Anpiist,  1862. 

Wiiisluw,  :Nattt&n,  mustered  out  ^February  12^  1866. 

lounger,  William  E..  mustered  out  February  12, 1866. 

lounger,  George;,  died  of  disease  in  Arkansns,  September  11,  1864. 

Comipany  E. 

Hagamau,  William      mustered  oat  February  12, 1S06. 

ComfKM»y  F. 

Bj-iggs,  Henry,  mastered  out  February  12, 1866. 

Bennett,  WHshlre,  veteranized  January  19,  18r>1 ;  niusterpd  (uit  Februnry  12.  1866. 
OonTOie^  J.  H.,  TelecaaljMd  Jamuoy  IB,  1864;  [ri«k,  absent  at  mostw  out 
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BckerC  Davfd  8.,  died  of  disease  at  Mesnphls^  Teoneeseeb  April  18»  1868. 

Goodenow,  Edward,  died  of  disease  in  Tennessee,  May  20,  1S62. 
Goff.  James  A.,  dlscliai^  tor  disabUity  September  iH,  1S6Z. 
'  Kent,  AUred,  corporal ;  vet^anlaed  January  19,  18M. 
Measecar,  Alfred,  dlsdiaqied  for  disability  Febmaiy  14, 1862. 
Qoodcoow,  Asa,  fsrvier;  enlisted  Ocot]>er  10, 1861. 

SIXTH  CAVALRY. 

Colons  James  H.  Eldd,  Ionia;  commissioned  May  19,  1864;  major.  May  9,  1868; 

raptahi,  October  13,  18tt2;  wounded  In  artSon  n)  Falling  Waters,  VlrfrinJn.  July  14,  18«.^; 
wouoded  in  action  at  Wi&<diester,  Virginia,  S<q?tember  19,  1864;  brevet  bri£adier«eneral 
united  States  Volunteers,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  durlnr  the  war,  June  15, 
1865 ;  inusterod  out  November  7,  1865. 

Aasiatant  Surgeon  David  G.  Spauldlns,  I^rons;  commissioned  OctolMr  15,  1862; 
lesignod  October  1,  1863. 

Denton,  Oeorge  W.,  mustered  out  June  21, 1865. 

Stark,'  James,  mustered  out  June  21 .  1868w 
Sayles,  W.  II..  muster<>d  out  July  21.  iSes. 
8ayles,  J^ymMo  A.,  uiuHtered  out  Au^si  4,  1865. 

Componv  O. 

Hayes,  William  O.,  died  of  disease  in  Dakota,  Septonber  13, 1865, 
Soott,  John  B.,  transferred  to  llrst  Cavalry. 

Onmptm^  D. 

BtoweU,  David,  mustered  out  June  19,  Icitiu. 

Tfe^phagnn.  Sehu^er  G.,  mustered  out  August  19, 1865. 

Thomp.'uni  Joslah,  mustered  out  November  24,  1865  . 

Tic^ton,  William,  discharged  for  dlstibiUty  August  29,  1864. 

Trim,  Movtimeir,  mustered  out  Novedib«r  24, 1866. 

Trim,  Bomsr,  died  of  disease  at  Alexnndiia,  Virgtaila,  August  12, 1864. 

Traux,  Albert,  died  of  dif?ease  at  Wa.siiinjjton,  February  12,  1864. 

Wildor,  Harvey  a,  died  of  dteeuse  August  5, 18^ 

^^man,  Solon  H.,  discharged  hy  order  August  81,  1861 

Wlllett,  WilHaui,  mustered  out  July  10,  186R 
Welch,  David,  mustered  out  June  23,  1865. 

Wlnksworth,  Robert,  died  in  AndersonvUle  Prison,  February  5,  1866. 

Stewart,  Johu  R.,  died  of  disease  at  WasliinKton,  Juno  17,  1868. 
Wbltefield,  Charles  W.,  mustered  out  Vebruary  186& 
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Brown,  IrvlDg  A.,  mustered  out  Mtircb  31. 186ft. 

Fish.  Enioiy,  niusteml  uiit  June  ?>. 
Jennlugs,  Ijewie,  luustered  out  Juue  3,  1805. 

CcHNfMUty  I. 

CJnpUiln  BmO<iiuIu  r. 'Uoekji'fellow.  Lyons;  commisdoned  MatcIi  17,  1864;  mastered 

out  March  10.  1866. 

Brtggs.  Jolm,  tranaferml  to  \>t«»i  !ni  Uo^rve  Coips,  December  1,  186S. 

Fifield,-  Ira  A.,  mustered  out  J  uly  I,  laaa. 

Lambert,  Frank,  mustered  out  Februai^  27,  1806. 

Porter,  Jesse,  uiustt'ied  out  Juue  6,  1865. 

Bawllns,  George  L..  mu&tered  out  February  27, 1866. 

Smith,  Stowell  J.,  mustered  out  February  27,  1866. 

Cfjmpany  K. 

Captain  Jacob  O.  Probtisco,  I^oiih;  t'ouimiwiloued  December  10,  1864;  mustered  out 
Iilareb  25, 1866. 

Company  L. 

Austin,  Hiraiu  JD.,  dl&i  o£  diseii^e  nt  l;Y«dori<^sburig,  VlrjjiiUu,  March  21,  18(H. 

Barnard,  George  W..  died  In  AndersonvUle  Prison,  October  1, 1864. 

Hoi»kiu8,  Aailiel,  (IumI  ;it  Winchester,  Vlrginlsi,  Septeinbor  10,  1864. 

Ho]>!<ins.  si)*>nii;ni.  •Au'A  of  (iis>'MH»»  itt  Wiiwhoster,  Virginia,  October  1,  1864. 

Lamt),  Lymsm  T.,  transleiTed  to  First  Cavsili"y. 

Millard,  Hendrick  D.,  tmnsferred  to  First  CSvalry. 

Shaw,  Tlioni-is  .T.,  traiisfcrreO  to  First  Cavalry. 

Strong,  lleiu-y  h\,  mustered  out  March  2.  1866. 

Sayles,  John,  mustered  out  August  8,  1805. 

Sayles,  Sidney,  mastered  out  March  2, 1865. 

Sayles,  WlUlMm  K,,  mustered  out  August  8,  1865. 

Oitmptmif  M. 

0.ipinin  Jolui  M.  i'rutt,  SarHUiic;  couimissioned  October  13,  1862;  resigned  February 
7,1863. 

I'Trst  Lieutenant  Benjamin  r   IJockufellow,  T>rnn«:  commissionefl  swond  !'"nr(fnant 
Oct(^>er  13,         first  lleuteuiiat  M^irch  16,  1863;  capbiiii  Company  I  March  17,  lb64. 
Ootponl  Ck>nidlns  B.  Densmore,  enlisted  Bef»tember     1862;  dla<!hatged  Jnne  80, 186S. 
Corporal  George  \V.  Barnard,  enlisted  September  20,  1802. 

Corporal  Willimu  H.  \Vils<;.u,  cnliste-d  SetUember     1862.  ■  * 

Corporal  Erastus  Hull,  enlisted  fieptember  3,  1862. 
Ck>rporal  Harr^  R.  Hawley,  enlisted  September  16,  1862. 

C<tr[M)ral  FnTnlclin  P.  Gri)mnti,  enlisted  gopteuilier  5,  1862. 

Teamster  Samuel  Hart,  enlisted  September  3.  1862 ;  mu»tered  out  June  26,  1865. 
Teamster  Bradford  8.  Oook,  enlisted  September  20,  18^;  mustered  out  November 
24,  1866. 

Farrier  Fied  Lockman,  «(nllsted  September  1, 1862. 
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Saddler  Willlaiu  8.  Brown,  enlisted  Sep(eni]>er  1,  1888;  di«cluirged  for  dianbiUtjr 
^iovember  5, 

Austin,  Hiram  D.,  enlisted  ftepteuiber  3,  iSfH. 
Aldrfdi,  St^beu  A.,  enlisted  8eptenib«r  29, 1S62. 

Aldrleb,  Joel  P.,  en»s*tt^  September  19,  1S«2 ;  discharged  June  6.  1S65. 

Abbott,  Amos  iL,  enlisted  Seyteuibei-  13.  1S32 ;  mustered  out  November  2^  1805. 

Brown,  HamMmns,  enlisted  September  3,  18G2;  muBtered  out  November  24,  1865. 

Barnard,  fj&vi  J..  rnMtrt^nd  S'e^ptonitier  '^0,  1"^'<)"2:  musterpd  ont  Ortnher  20.  18<i?. 
'     Curtis,  2$lieldon  E..  enlisted  September  Tit.  1^2;  mustered  out  October  10,  1805. 

Dexter,  Dollas,  enlisted  Seiytetuber  22,  1862;  trnnsferred  to  Veteran  Keserve  Oorp«; 
▲ngust,  1862. 

foster,  Willinm,  enUsted  Seiiteuiber  3.  18^;  dlseburted  for  disnbillty  September  25, 
1868. 

S^lrreIl,  Thomas,  enlisted  SepteiulMr  2,  lSd2;  died  at  Htirper's  Ferry  of  wonnds 
August  17,  iS$L 

Gibson,  William,  enlisted  sseptcmber  3,  1862;  mustered  out  July  6,  18K5. 

Gross,  ObsrlsB  W.,  enlisted  September  ^2,  1862:  Idlled  in  action  at  Haw's  fUiop,  May 

28.  18ft4. 

Hudson,  Furmau  0.,  enlisted  September  23,  1S62;  mustered  out  November  1865. 

Habbstd,  Jobn  C,  enUsted  S^tember  12, 1862. 

Me.id.  M.  B.,  enlisted  S^ember  8.  W>2 ;  mustered  ont  Novemb^  24, 

Mead,  Wini.ini  H.,  enlisted  Septembers.  1862;  mustered  out  November  24,  1865. 

Miles,  I>uf a.velte,  eulisted  Koreniber  6,  1862 ;  mustered  out  November  24,  1S65.  - 

McCagir.  Tbonuis  M..  enlisted  September  16. 1862. 

North,  rfinrlp-;,  etitistod  Soptrnib«^r  l.'^,  1862. 
NorLb.  Ezra,  enlisted  September  15»  1862. 

Potter,  Edmond,  enlisted  Setitember  20,  1862:  mustered  ont  November  24,  1865. 
Spragne.  .\lexjuider.  culi«t<nl  SoptendxT  22.  1862;  mustered  out  November  24,  1866. 
Siiyles,  Alexancter,  enlisted  Heirteniber  22.  I.s(t2:  utuKtei'ed  out  Nov«>iiiI)m-  24,  IMKI. 
Stalks,  Henry,  enlisted  September  10, 1862 :  mustered  out  July  6, 1865. 
Tower,  Solomon,  enlisted  Se|)tember  S.  1862. 
Wilson.  Ahnrr  .T.,  onli<5fer1  ??f»i'tpmber  2'.  ISK2. 
Wilson,  Williara  H.,  Jr.,  enilstwl  l>ecember  2,  1862. 

TENTH  CAV.\LRY. 

Surgeon  David  C.  Spauldlnjt.  I^^'ons;  conimiMsioned  Hejitember  28,  1868;  mustered 
out  November  23, 1865. 

First  lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Cbarles  K.  Souie.  Lyi>nR:  4  (inmiis8loned  July  0,  1868; 

Irnnsfprroil  to  flrnnpany  K.  April  1.  1Sfi4:  rr>sij>n(>il  for  iii.«,iT>n!f,v  I"Hv>eni1w  21.  18(M. 

Serjceimt  Mnjor  James  B.  8oule,  bjons;  eniistetl  August  2H.  is»»2;  trjinHferred  to  Com- 
pany G,  January  8,  1864. 

.«^ri  L't  iiif  Miijor  Bdwin  R.  Hull.  l^-miM;  ettliateil  Octolier  \H.  1X101:  inuisferi'ed  to  Com- 
pany G.  July  28, 1864. 

ITofl|)ltnI  Steward  Mnrrns  B.  Rrowu.  Lyons:  enlixteil  Seiitenilier  15,  1M6S;  diwluirged 
to  be  bospluil  steward  In  regulHr  army  October  2S,  1864. 

Siiddier  Sargeant  Tsaac  W.  Kendrlrlr,  Tijpona:  enlioted  November  17,  186)1;  mustered 
out  November  1,  1865. 
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Company  A. 

Betts.  Fred  6.,  mustered  out  November  11.  1805. 

Betts,  John  C.  mustered  out  NoveiiiV>f'r  11,  1^(15. 

Campbell,  Fiuley,  mustered  out  November  U,  1S65. 

Sobluflon,  JoM3)h,  died  of  diMtive  at  Somerset,  Eentucliy,  February,  1864. 

Sergeant  Obarles  Wiitflon.  Lyons:  ^nlisteil  August  21.  1868;  promoted  second  lieu* 

tensint  Compnny  H,  S#»pr*>mhpr  2.  15*f^5 

Allen,  William  \V.,  mustered  out  November  11  ,l&i65. 
Bradley,  Henry,  mustered  out  Kovouber  11,  1865. 

Burr-h.  Eli.  iiiusIcnHl  «.iit  June  20,  1SC5. 

Burnluuu.  i'liurle;s,  clr<»\vi(ecl  in  HoMou  Biver.  Teunessee,  July  31,  1864. 

Clark,  MQchsd,  discliufged  by  order  September  IS,  1865. 

Oorndl,  Leounrd,  mustered  out  November  11,  1865. 

D?»lrTni]>le,  W.  H.,  died  5n  n^MA  jirisr-n  .7,iiin:iry,  1865. 

Foote,  I*,  fl.,  discharged  by  order  November  13,  1865. 

Gladdlug.  Willis  A.,  corporal ;  mustered  out  November  11,  1865. 

Howell,  John,  died  of  diseuse  In  Michigan. 

Hirey.  Fred,  died  of  difnease  in  Kentuclcjr,  February  2i,  1864. 

McDonald,  Patrick,  mustered  out  November  11,  1866. 

N^ts,  Philip,  mustered  out  November  u,  1865. 

Pratt  Alexander,  nuistfr^'d  ont  N'ovr7n>>er  11,  1S65. 

Kexford,  Horace  A.,  nm.stered  out  November  11,  1865. 

Spoon,  William  mustered  out  November  11,  1866. 

Stoons,  Jsimes  H.,  mustered  out  Noveinh«?r  11,  1865. 

Terhimf.  Henry.  ■of>n^<»r!i1 :  mustered  out  November  11,  1866. 

\in\  Wort,  .lohii.  niusteml  out  Murcb  10,  1805. 

Wliitini:.  Joseph  B.,  mustered  out  November  11, 186S. 

Wheeler,  Ray,  transferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  May  1,  1864. 

Company  0. 

First  Lleutenuut  GeorKe  W.  Freucti,  Lyons;  enlisted  April  1,  1804;  mustered  ouf 
'November  11, 1865. 

Backston,  Charles  A.,  muf^tcred  out  November  11,  1865. 
Cony,  Joseph  J.,  mustered  out  November  U,  1866. 
Hlckoock,  Lorea  L.,  mustered  out  November  11, 186R. 
Lilly,  Georx^  mastered  out  November  11, 1866. 
Tfinner,  S.imiipl  S..  nrastfred  ont  Norfmher  11,  1866i> 
Trlphageu,  John,  mustered  out  June  30, 

Autdlff,  Beoxy  V.,  -mustered  out  November  11, 1^005. 
Flet^er,  Joseph,  muatered  out  November  U,  1866. 
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Van  Meer,  IVlwltt,  mastered  out  NoT«mber  11,  1866t. 
WUcox,  Edgiir  A.,  muatered  oot  Norembw  11, 
W^ftlrnff,  Glinrles,  mustered  out  October  2,  ISOS. 

Oompanf  F. 

Day,  Samael,  moatend  oat  Norember  11,  1806. 
Dodge,  Carlton  M..  mastered  ont  Morember  11, 186S. 
Kimberiy,  George  E.,  mastered  oat  Norember  11,  1865. 

Coflifiafiy  0. 

Oaptaln  James  B.  HuberU,  lauiu;  cuiuuiissioitt^  Augu^i  i,  l^iiH;  resigiicHi  August  10, 
1866. 

(^apfaiu  AmbroMe  L.  Smilp,  T.ynns;  cnuiiulMKioued  September  2,  18(3;  commiaaloned 
tii-^t  lieuteauat  July  2Q>  JbUa;  mustered  out  November  11, 1866. 

First  Lieutenant  Alfred  A.  Gurlock,  Lyons;  comniissioned  August  10,  1865;  mas- 
tered out  November  U,  1865.- 

Second  Lieutenant  G«»oT^e  W.  n-enoli.  T^yoiiw:  wuiuilssloued  July  25,  proniotwl 
ticst  lieuteiuiut  Coiupany  (\  April  1,  prumoted  tirtit  Ueuteuunt  United  States  Army. 

First  Sergeant  Kdwln  R.  Hall,  Lyons;  enlisted  October  18,  1868;  promoted  sergeant- 
major;  trausferml  haok  to  ronipnny  Ortobor  1,  1864. 

Quartermastw  Sergeant  Wiiliuiu  il.  Gurdner,  Jjyous;  dieted  Oetobei'  28, 1868;  mas- 
tered out  November  11, 1866. 

Sergeant  Benjamin  A.  Miller.  I^ons;  enlisted  August  19, 1868;  mustered  out  Novembw 
'28,  1865. 

Sergeant  Al£i'e«l  A.  G<iritM!k,  Lyons;  enlisted  Octobw  12,  IH^;  promoted  second  lieu- 
tenant Company 

^^ergeant  Hdwin  F.  Morehouse,  Portland;  enlisted  Aogost  22,  1868;  mastered  out 

Novexuber  11,  1865^ 

Sergeant  Don  A.  Hnbbell,  Ionia;  enlisted  Seiitember  26,  1868;  died  of  disease  at 
Gamp  Nelson,  Kentucky,  March  18, 1864. 

Corpora)  Hiram  M.  Maiies,  Portland;  enlisted  Angust  27.  1863;  mnsiered  oat  Novem- 

ber  11.  lSt)&. 

Corporal  James  Arms.  Portland;  enlisted  September  11,  ixtfi;  mustered  out  November 

11, 

Corpoml  Joliu  M.  NlcboU,  I..j.-ous;  eullt^ed  August  18ffi);  mustered  oat  November 
11, 186S. 

Corporal  WiiUnm  B.  WUliaton,  T^ons;  enlisted  ftepteniber  6.  1868;  mustered  out 

Nov<>ni»n>r  11,  IRfiR. 

Corporal  Ebeuesser  Bennett,  Jr.,  Orunge;  enlisted  Septemltec  10,  18G3;  musterol  out 
November  11,  1866. 

r<  >n>(>nil  John  R.  Wileox,  T^jrons;  enlisted  September  29. 1868;  mustered  oat  November 

23,  1865. 

Farrier,  William  GrlfDtb,  North  Plains :  enlisted  September  27.  1^;  mustered  out 
November  29,  1866. 

Musician  William  R.  Seiiceant,  Portland:  enlisted  Aogast  31, 1868;  mustered  out  Juue 
19, 186Bw 
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Saddler  Cbarl«s  Darin,  Ljrons;  enlisted  Aagnat  18,  1863;  mustered  out  November 
11. 186& 

Wagoner  Phfltp  Klat,  of  Portland;  enlisted  August  18,  1863;  mustered  out  November 
11, 186&. 

Armstrong,  John,  died  ot  disease  at  NasbvlUe,  Tennessee,  May  10, 1886. 

Brown,  Sidney  A.,  mustered  out  May  22,  1880. 
Brigge,  Cbarles,  luusterea  out  October  23. 1S6^ 
Bailey,  Milton  1).,  mustered  oat  November  11,  1885. 
Baldwin,  Algernon,  mustered  out  November  11,  1865. 

Borden,  Valentine,  killed  by  gnnrd  nt  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Colb>',  Albert  D.,  died  of  di»e«ise  at  Camp  Nelson,  Kentucliy,  March  23, 

Clark,  Albert,  muHtereil  ont  November  11,  1865. 

Oook.  WiUiam,  musteretl  out  Novomber  11.  1865. 

(JUffi^ra,  JefltosoD,  mustered  out  November  U,  1865. 

i7oiiverse,  Tbomns  8..  muMtered  out  November  11,  1865. 

OralE,  Cyras  A.,  mustered  out  November  11,  1865. 

Carter.  .Vlonzo  J.,  mnstei  wl  uui  November  11,  1866. 

Dewjill,  Kdvvin,  uiUKteiHl  out  i.>etobev  21.  lM4i5. 

Dodge,  Joshua,  discharged  liy  order  June  29. 186S. 

Bmeiy,  Elijah,  mnstereft  nut  November  11,  1865. 

leaser,  VViUimu,  luust^reU  out  Nuvember  11,  186d. 

Friend,  Qeoree  R.,  mustered  out  November  11,  1865. 

Grlswold       (llsehnrged  by  order  August  8.  1S65. 

Grofer.  Winiam  II..  n>nsteretl  out  Xov<  int>»  r  11,  1865. 

Gi-oger,  Cliarles,  discnarged  for  disjibiiltj  .vugust  5.  1865. 

Hall.  Hiram,  mustered  out  November  11, 1865. 

Tlnlrnmb,  I'en-y  W..  mustemi  rait  Nnvpntber  11,  1865. 

Uiiy,  Hinim  N..  mustered  out  November  28,  1866. 

Joslyn,  Bimery,  mustered  out  November  U,  1865. 

Jotl^,  Lewia  C,  mufnere«l  out  June  3,  1SK>5. 

Miller,  T.ynion  F.,  mustered  out  Noveu)h«»r  11.  I^»i5. 

Me»d,  I.yman  F.,  mustered  out  Novebmer  11,  1865. 

Alelntyre,  Thomas,  mustered  out  November  11,  1865. 

>Tnnrf^,  Willinni  H.  H..  died  of  i11sp;i,<=e.  nt  Somprwt  Kentndiy. 

Meaiting,  Heury,  discharged  b)-  order  June  lii,  1865. 

Patterson,  John,  mustered  out  November  11, 1865. 

Pickett,  T*r"       I  ',  mustered  out  November  11,  1866. 

Reynolds.  KeulM'ii,  nmstered  out  October  6,  1865. 

Eauds.  Geo.,  niuistcred  out  Nov^ber  11,  1865. 

Reed,  Bnfus  D.,  mustered  out  November  11, 186S. 

Reed,  J:inu>s  F.,  dlscbargpd  for  iHsiibllltT  October  25, 1865. 

Snyder,  Benjamin,  mustered  out  June  7, 1865. 

So«Ie,  James  B.,  mustered  o«t  November  11, 1866. 

Soper.  rh:irl<'s  G..  mustered  out  November  11.  1866. 

Smith.  .Sila.s  11..  mnstored  ont  November  11,  1865- 

Sykes,  George,  mustered  out  November  11,  1865^ 

Smith,  Alvfn  J.,  mustered  ont  November  11,  1865. 

Tonslt>y,  Oren.  niUSttTPd  out  Noveinbor  11,  1f^C>7<. 

Van  Burcn.  Augustas,  mosteral  out  November  11,  1865. 

Van  Buren,  Qustavns,  mustered  out  November  11, 1866^ 
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Van  Bnreu.  Ebeneaer,  luiutered  out  No^-eiuber  11, 1865. 
Willliiius,  Enrl       musteml  out  November  11.  lS(i.!i. 
VVillinrtis,  0*v»i'sre  H  ,  niusterei!  out  November  11,  1865. 
Wtiiileii,  i>eiuii»^  iiitist^red  out  November  11,  1S65. 
Wnrstnr.  John,  maMered  out  No>-«iuli«r  11,  186& 
Walte.  Wlllinni.  inDsterefl  mit  Novcnit>f'r  11.  l^on. 
VThite.  Albeit  U.,  mustered  out  ^iovember  11,  1865. 
White,  Wininm  H.,  discharged  by  order  September  25, 186B. 
WoodwMrd,  John  H.,  discharged  for  dlsnhlllty  July  27,  1866.  • 

Vuinpitny  11. 

Hecoiid  lieuteuuuL  Cluirles  Watfloit,  I.^'ua»;  comiuisaioaed  September  2,  mus- 
tered out  November  11, 1865. 

Henedict.  Tbom:iH.  died  of  disetise  ut  Nnshvil1«,  July  4,  1866. 

Brown.  Oliver,  mustered  out  January  27,  1S65. 

Bettdli,  Jobu,  disclutrged  by  order  September  1SG5. 

Crofise,  Iru.  mustered  oat  Kovouber  11. 1868. 

Eastuiiitu  Lymiin  C,  dtcHi  of  disPD'^i'  ;if  X.-ishville,  July  4,  1866. 

Mailt  Amusii  I/.,  Diusiered  out  Xovemlier  11.  1866. 

Hnll.  Bowlnud,  mustered  out  November  11,  1R65. 

Hall,  Zacbury,  discharge<l  by  onler  .\HKUst  31.  1865. 

Holeomb.  Mlltou  J.,  diflclmrged  by  onler  June  17,  1866. 

Heury,  Delos.  musterMl  out  November  11.  1866. 

Ingham,  Pldlo  B..  mustered  out  (October  26, 1866. 

Jf>i]kF,  TTfnry.  mustered  out  Xoveml>er  It.  1.^15, 

JeiikK,  Hiram,  uuiHtered  «ut  Muvember  11,  Ihi^ 

Joslyn,  Dunne,  niusteted  nut  Novoiiber  ]1.  1865. 

Klmberly,  Geoi:;^.  inustere<l  out  n:<-\<  11111.-1  9.  1865. 

Moon.  Heuo',  uiUMtercNl  out  Novemlier  U.  IS&i. 

Morisan,  Homer,  dfscharsed  by  order  July  15, 1865. 

Phillips,  Wilson  M.,  mustered  out  No^-ember  11,  1S65. 

Kich.  \hl.f:th.  f1is<-lirin:t'<l  hy  m-der  SeptemlW  22,  1866. 

lllug.  J.ioob,  by  order  June  17,  1865. 

Shillunjser,  S4iniuel,  dlschanied  by  order  November  4,  1865. 

Sr*P"<^r.  f-eiirpc  A..  iiiiisfiMVVl  oll^  Novonilw  11,  IW.'S. 
WeekM.  Henry  IL,  diw  luii-^l  Iky  iiiiler  Ke|ite«iber  5,  1865. 

Brink,  OUu,  mustered  out  Novendicr  11.  IHIK. 

Brown.  HowMnl  H..  mu^itoml  out  Xov('ni?>er  11,  180Bl 

Day,  Loren,  mnstere<l  out  November  1 1,  l.sofi. 

Dunn,  John  W..  dfsrhnrjEed  for  promotion. 

<;rove,  Henrj-.  mustered  out  November  11,  l^^t>.'5. 

fiMtriH.  (toorpe  W.,  loiislfml  out  November  11.  1S(>J5. 

Holoomb,  Audrew  J.,  iiiuHiered  out  Noveml>er  11.  1865. 

Helmore.  Delos.  musteml  out  November  11, 1866. 

Hubbs,  W.irren  V..  mxtyfcrfHl  ntif  November  11,  IfWr; 

Hu|i|i»  Alio  C\,  diHclUirKed  by  order  September  1»,  ISOS. 

Howell,  rriah  C.  dlsc-biirged  by  order  Se|>tember  10,  1866. 

Ho|)kliw.  Albert,  tiled  of  disease  at  lieiiolr.  TtiiueiMee.  June  28, 1866. 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


Moaler,  Frank,  afed  of  diaeaae  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  June  28, 1865. 

Spi<!er,  Allen  J.,  mustered  out  November  11.  1865. 
Tallant,  Jos^th  B.,  mustered  out  September  30. 1865. 
WtildroD^  Hnnlejr  A.,  mastered  out  KoTember  11,  1865. 

Company  K. 

Fir»t  Lieutenant  Cluirles  E.  Soule,  Lyons;  commSaaloiied  Janmirjr  8,  I8IM;  resigned 
December  21, 1864. 

Andrews,  John  M.,  mastered  oat  November  11. 1865. 

Olieeoy,  Us  H.,  mustered  oat  No^'emboi  11.  1865. 

Gardner.  Tra  S.,  mustered  out  .Tune  19.  1<^<m. 

Godard,  Miifus,  muatered  out  iSovember  25,  ibHo. 

Hnbbs^  Wsrreo  D.,  corporal:  mustered  ont  November  94,  1865. 

Hauks.  V.i\.  musterPd  mn  November  11.  IR60. 

Prestle,  Hiram,  mustered  out  November  11,  1866. 

Sabens,  Nelson  P.,  mastered  out  November  U,  1865. 

Windsor,  Jobn  J.,  mustered  out  November  11,  1866. 

Second  Lleuteniini  Alfred  A.  Gartock,  I.4Fons;  commissioned  January  7,  18tio;  mus- 
tered out  November  11,  1H65. 

Casper,  Lafayette,  died  of  dlsenee  nt  Grand  Ruplds,  November  8,  1868. 

Cameron,  Andrew,  dlsch«rged  Ity  order  .Tuly  20,  1865. 
Dow,  David,  discbarged  by  order  September  20,  1866. 
Qloster,  Henry,  discharged  by  order  September  22,  1866. 
Walker,  Samuet  A,,  discharged  by  order  .Tuty  1.  1865. 
West). n  ink,  M.,  mustered  out  Novetnltor  11.  rS65. 
Wlliiams,  El  via,  mustered  out  Novenibor  II,  1866. 

Grow,  Dnrlus  H.,  mustered  out  November  11, 1865. 

Heydlanff.  Tnf'nb.  Trms5ri;m  :  imistorod  out  No^'emlMjr  11, 1865. 
Hall.  Bancroft  J.,  mustered  out  Kovember  11,  i860. 
Homer,  Jobn,  dlsdtarged  by  order  July  18,  1866. 
Leary,  George,  mustered  out  May  22  ,1865. 

McMuri  hey.  Mofpi«.  mustered  ont  November  11,  1865. 
Washburn,  Cbnrles  O.,  mustered  out  November  11,  I860. 

FIFTH  INFANTRY. 

Sereennt  Emery  P.  Moon,  Otlsco;  veteranlxed  Deoember  24,  1863;  transferred  to 
new  Third  Infantry. 

Crane,  Gilbert  J.,  discharged  for  disability  Jane  7, 1865.  * 
Kitehen,  Blljah,  mustered  out  July  10, 1865. 

Company  B. 

First  Lieutenant  Orange  W-  Van  Duyne,  lorons;  commissioned  December  21,  1864 ; 
pmunotea  second  lieutenant  October  12;  1864;  mustered  out  July  5, 186& 
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Oompany  D. 

Race^  Cltarl«8  N.,  mustered  out  July  fi,  1865. 
Kace^  DeloB  M.,  mustered  out  July  6, 1866^ 

Company  E. 

Hergmnt  Ernest  gyuoid.  I.yons;  veteranized  Deeciuber  2a.  is6a;  promoted  second  Ueo- 
teuiint  Company  I. 

Mandell,  Walter  I.,  mustered  out  July  r»,  180B. 

Hnmmond,  Keiijamiu  k\,  died  in  actiua  June  16.  1804. 

Company  I. 

Second  Lteute&ant  Bmest  Hynold.  I^yons;  commissioned  September  1,  1864;  promoted 
flrst  llevtensnt  May  8, 1866 ;  mustered  out  July  5, 1866. 

SEVENTH  INFANTRY. 

WUte,  Pbllo  T..  dlsdiHr«ed  for  disability  December  17,  1862. 

TENTH  INFANTRY. 

Bwk,  Jacult.  mustered  out  July  19.  1865. 

Oomttomy  B. 

Ktilwell,  AuHtiii  A.,  mustered  out  July  lA,  1805. 

ELEVENTH  INFANTRY. 
Company  A, 

Chapmau,  WiUiaiu  H.,  mustered  out  September  lH,  llv65. 

Company  C, 

Shay,  Btichad,  mustered  out  September  16.  1866. 

Company  D. 

Freemmi,  Oeorge.  mwsjpred  out  Aupnst  L'S.  1866. 
Presley,  fharles,  mustered  out  May  8,  IstiS. 

Company  O. 

Joraan,  Oianneey,  mustered  out  September  16, 1866. 

Kingr,  IsrMe!  M..  mtii^tered  out  Aujrust  2?,  1865. 
Kliigsley.  WiUlum  S.,  mustered  out  iJeptember  16, 1866. 
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Ball.  George  H.,  musteml  oat  SepWIMber  16,  188R. 
KyniK  Ctdward,  luusteired  out  S^itember  16, 1866. 

.  Company  F. 

Dillu^hixm,  Sumaei.  OiMcliiiriseil  by  order  Uuy  12.  1865. 

THIRTEENTH  INFANTRY. 

I{;iker.  >fehiii.  (Ifsf-firM^'ed  for  (Usability  Jinio  3,  tseso. 

Hunter,  Kolierl,  disc  liiiiged  for  <U«jbility  M;iy  16,  1862. 

Potroff,  John,       of  dlMAse  nt  Loalsvflle,  Marcli  8, 1862. 

I'ottutT  Ijjiniel,  died  hi  iHlfl  prison. 

Stury.  Oliver  1'..  (liscluiirgtid  tar  aiMitiilUy  ^larcb  8, 

Wilder,  Hlrain,  died  of  dixetifie  at  Hnvid'a  laliuid,  N.  Y.,  May  1»,  1866. 

Compaap  D. 

Finn,  Karrett,  dl«d  of  dl8en«e  at  Itlniwold,  r}a.,  rebruary  28, 1865. 

Copt.  V.  W.  Kunderlon,  ( onimlssloueil  October  4.  1«ei ;  rewigued  November  12,  1862. 

Alger,  Martin  M.,  died  of  disenae. 

Itrowit,  Joseph  M.,  died  of  disetiae  at  home. 

Brown.  Wlllhuu.  willsted  rx-c  oinber  23.  18(51. 
Bovee,  8^]rlve«ter  A.,  diitc-Lariied  for  disability  June  2$^, 
Baibemi.  Charles  W.,  dlechaiited  for  order,  Jnljr  11,  1865. 
Dimu,  Jauiefi  1)..  for  dlsnblltty  March  4,  1868. 

l>nnii  !{f»nl)eM  <v.  <1isohnrsre'l  :tt  pidl  f>f  ^lervfrc,  Jjinuary  16,  186S. 
Kverst,  John  1>.,  died  of  disease  iit  isasbville,  January  21, 1865. 

PrindpHi  MntticlAD  Jeremiah  E.  Ollnes.  Teteranised  January  18*  1864;  transferred  to 

ComiMiny  V.  transferrwl  bn  k  to  iirim-iiml  ninsicbm;  iiromoted  second  llentsnant. 
tilUett,  Auiod,  dieelutrged  iit  end  of  itertiee  January  16,  1865. 
Hathaway,  Norton  B..  died  of  disease  at  home. 
Hathaway,  York  0.,  died  of  disease  at  Chattnno<>fni,  October  7,  1863^ 
Jenninf^,  Wflllnm.  «!f>r?pnnt  :  .-1f«>h:tr£red  for  diSiibHtty. 

IJttle,  And n"w.  . «erjseaut.  vetenuUsMjd  Jiinuiiry  1*4, 1864:  mustered  out  July  25.  1865. 

Pratt,  William  H.,  senseant,  discharged. 

Aprague,  De  Wirt  C,  discharged  for  dimibillty  May  2.  1862. 

SteTen*.  Roynl  F.,  discharged  for  diwhilit.v  August  7. 

Shoemaker,  Thomas,  veteraulzed  .Tunnnry  IS,  1B64;  miistere^i  out  .Tuly  25,  1865. 

Snow,  Richard  O.,  mustered  out  July  25. 186S. 

Todd,  Samuel*  W.,  dis<:h!>rj:ei1  for  disability  September  16*  18fl& 

Wiser.  Angu^us,  discliarged  by  order  August  1, 1865.  ' 

White,  John  L.,  ootpoml ;  discharged  at  end  of  aerrlce,  Janunry  16, 186(k 

Warner,  Lnctns  0.,  veteraniied  January  18, 1864 ;  mostered  out  Juily  25,  ises. 
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Cnmpany  O, 

J«nk8,  Lord  C,  mustered  out  February  26,  186S. 

FOURTEENTH  INFANTRY. 

Ijunpman,  Peter,  dlacliarged  nt  end  of  serrioe,  Mardi  14,  IBfitk 
Wimple^  Bnodi,  mustered  out  July  18^  1865w 

HemiMtead,  Bobert.  dlsduirgea  for  dlsiiblllty  At  YpsUnnti,  Ulchlgim,  April  15^  ISflS. 

8aBbocja»  WUIittm,  mustered  out  July  18, 1866. 

Tbompson,  Fmada^  died  of  disease  Ht  Jeffersoo,  Ind.,  February  5,  1805. 

Compaatf  O. 

« 

Barnard,  Cbarle*  W.,  mustered  out  July  18, 1805. 
Thumn,  DsTld,  dfsehargsd  by  order  June  18,  1886. 

4 

Ctmpmy  E. 

Bteetz,  Fred,  mustcml  out  July  IS,  1865. 
DstIb,  George,  dlwdiarged  by  order  Jane  7, 188S. 
litK^wood,  deorge  W.,  mustered  oat  Joly  18»  186S. 

Compony  F. 

Daweon,  Klcbsrd,  mastered  out. 

rjc mt  Oeorse.  died  of  dlfsesifie  iit  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  Mnrch  4.  1868. 
Bergeuat  Timotby.  veteranised  Janvnty  4,  1884. 

OomfKmv  B. 

Msilett,  William  H.,  mustered  oat  'JUly  18, 1866. 
McCrenry,  Bobert  mastered  out  Jul^  18, 1805. 

Corn  II  a  nil  t. 
NeKley.  AdelUeit.  luusteimi  out  .July  18, 1{*66. 

Rosner,  Jnmes,  died  of  disense  nt  Tpfrilnnti.  MIrtalgan.  Mnivh  24.  1802. 

SEVENTEENTH  INFANTRY. 

Setgeant-M»jor  Olitirlea  D.  Todd.  l«>uiii iiruiuoted  mtiud  Ueuteiumt  OomiNiny  D. 

Company  I>. 

Second  Ueatenant  CbMrlee  D.  Todd,  louln.  commissioned  July  4,  1868;  promoted  first 
lleatenant  Gompony  E. 
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Flrat  Uevtenant  Charles  D.  Todd.  Ionia.  commiaHoned  October  19, 1803 :  wounded  in 
action  near  Petersburg,  July  23,  1864;  brevet  laptnin  rnirpd  Htat^B  Veterans  July  23,  1804, 
for  gallant  and  merltoHotiv  w^loee  in  tlie  caiupalgo  before  Eicbuioad,  Virginia;  honor- 
ably discbaived  December  30.  IfiOi. 

TWENTY-FOURTH  INFANTRY. 

McGowttii,  Joiiu,  luufttereil  out  Jane  30, 1805. 
Beeves,  B.     mustered  out  June  80, 186(k 

TWENTY-SIXTH  INFANTRY. 

Adjutant  Charles  D.  Vox,  L,jon»;  appointed  October  18*  1802;  resigned  ApM  13,  1868. 
Quarter-Master  Sergeant  E.  V.  W.  Brokaw,  Odesaa;  oilisted  February  le,  1866; 
boaiorabV  dtactaarged  June  4,  186S. 

First  Lientauint  Charles  D.  Fox,  I^ons;  commlsstoned  September  6»  1862;  appointed 

adjutant 

Campbell,  John,  euliwod  August  7,  1862. 

OompanK  I. 

Musician  B.  Y.  W.  Brokaw.  Odessa;  enlisted  August  12;  1862;  appdntaa  amrter* 

UMSter-sergeant  Pcbnjary  16,  1885. 

Beam.  Ansel  IL,  mustered  out  June  4,  imf>. 

Gbtttvb.  Horace  EL,  died  of  disease  In  Vlrglala.  February  1,  1864. 

Durenport,  Nathaniel,  <3i«Ml  <»f  d!i?easp  In  Virginia,  April  r?o. 

Godfiey.  Augustas  C,  killed  In  battle  at  Spottsflvania,  Virginia,  May  12,  lism. 

Hatcb,  Jobn  F.,  dlscbarged  by  order  February  10, 1868. 

EUller,  WUllam,  mustered  out  June  4^  1866. 

TEIUIX££NTH  INFANTRY. 

Corporal  John  Benlck,  mustered  out  June  30, 18flS. 
Oole»  Moses,  mustered  out  Tuuo  ?,0,  1865. 
Hiare,  John,  mustered  out  June  30,  186&. 

Wolvertoo,  Amos,  mustered  out  June  80,  ISeSw 

Oompanv  F, 

TflQdocar,  Speocor  A.,  mastered  out  June  80, 180& 
(2o) 


* 
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Compantf  Q. 

WeatfiiU.  Beujfliain,  luuulei-ea  oat  Jttn«  30,  ]865. 

Veecelltts,  Arthur,  mualeml  out  June  90, 1865. 

Oompaan  K. 

Captain  Flsyette  Smltb,  lonlu ;  coiininiaslofi«d  January  9,  1865,  mortiaraa  out  Jane  80. 

First  Lieutennnt  LeseUe  C.  Brewer,  Ionia;  commtaaloned  January  9, 1865;  mustered 
out  Jaue  30,  1S6Q. 

Second  IJeutenant  John  B.  Barnes,  comndtHloned  Jannaiy  9>  1S66;  mustered  out 

June  V,f^.  1?^f)r.. 

Ooiporal  George  M.  Vauatta,  mustered  out.  June  30, 1865. 
dark,  Robert,  mustered  out  June  90,  ISAB. 
Oroass,  Jolm,  mustered  out  June  30, 1865. 

MrVplph,  HTOry  H  .  mristerorl  nnt  .Time  P.O, 
Smith,  James  W.,  muateretl  out  June  30,  1865. 
Wflkenbach,  Henry,  mustered  out  June  90, 186S. 

.SHARPSHOOTERS. 

Gilbert,  Jolm  H.,  enlisted  Jnnuary  7, 1862. 
Race,-  Sldnqr  J.,  eiiUsted  December  91,  1861. 
Race.  Charles  N.,  enlisted  January  28,  1862. 

Vompany  A. 

Bailey,  Isaac,  mustered  out  Septemtier  30. 186S. 
Sprlggins,  Thomas,  mustered  out  Sejitember  90, 1866^ 

Compantf  O. 

Watson,  John,  mustered  out  September  SO,  1865^ 

Cinntmny  (i. 

OOteylor,  Jesse,  mustered  out  S^tember  80, 1866. 

CoKHHMirf. 

Ingham,  DatIA,  mustered  out  Sept^ber  80, 186B. 
Lett,  Samuel,  mustered  out  September  90,  1885, 

Vonipuny  J. 

J%S9vaaa,  George  W.,  mustered  out  SeptMuber  90, 1865. 
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Battertf  B. 

Aflhlej,  JanMB  A.,  mustered  ont  June  14, 1866. 

rhoatP,  AJonzo,  mustered  out  June  14, 
Hopkins,  Bobert,  mustered  out  June  14,  1865. 

Batterp  0. 

Tlflt,  Levi  R.,  discharged  tor  dlsabiUty,  July  19. 1882. 
Warren,  John.  Teteranlsed  December  28, 1868. 

Battery  E. 

Cbute,  IQUne,  mustered  out  August  30, 18e&. 
Doty,  Elwood  F.,  mustered  ont  August  90, 1802. 
Fessenden,  Ehas,  enlisted  January  16, 1862. 

Tvinituill.  Willinm  T?..  enlisted  January  16,  1862. 
Segfir,  Lewis,  enliirted  Junuar;  20, 1862. 

Battertf  G. 

Morse,  Davis,  mastered  out  Angnst  6, 186B. 
Morse,  Martin*  mustered  ont  August  6, 1865. 

Battery  H. 

Tubbs,  Adelbert,  mustered  out  July  14, 1865. 
Isbam,  William  O.,  mastered  out  Jtily  14,  1866. 

Battery  M, 

Bradford,  George  W.,  mustered  out  August  1,  1865. 

PIFIH  CAVALRY. 

Oompanif  €. 

Duff,  Norman,  mostered  out  Jantiaiy  ^  1866^  « 
Spragne,  Bobert  J.,  transferred  to  Seveatb  and  later  to  nrst  Cavalry. 

Company  D. 

Second  Lieutenant  Henry  H.  Hitchcock,  Icmia ;  oonuniaBlcaied  Mardi  81»  18118;  retaed 
May  28, 1863. 

OanHfiild*  Wilber  H.,  discharged  for  disaMlil?. 

Smith.  Hardlne,  discharged  by  ordiT. 
Sant)orn,  Justus,  tzaosferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Coxpn 
Sanbora,  Bnoch,  mosteced  ont  June  22, 1866. 
Sperry,  Albert  T.,  irani^errEd  to  First  Cavalry. 

White.  John  L.,  mustered  otit  June  22,  1865. 
Peonlngtou,  William  D.,  etUisted  August  18, 1862. 


3o8 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


SEVENTH  CAVALKY. 
Major  Johu  S.  Smttm,  I^oiw;  commtatoned  October  14,  1802;  diacharsed  by  order 

Oompanv  A. 

Second  lieoluiant  FinuikUa  F.  Nicitolas,  Ionia;  commiastoued  October  15,  1862; 
Beifgned  July  Id,  1864. 

Oompamif  F. 

Second  Ueotenant  Joaapii  Duell,  mustered  oat  March  10, 1888. 
Second  L!etit(^naQt  Wlocbeeter  T.  Dodge;  comfnieetoned  October  15,  1868;  lectened 
for  dlsabiUtj  Febrnaxy  22;  ISOl. 

OompattifH, 

Md^oiMia,  Roderick,  traiuferred  to  First  Cavalry,  NoTomber  17»  1885. 

OompoMif  I. 

Ooniell,  Samuel,  died  Of  disease  at  Ft  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  June  22,  1866. 

Fisb.  Austin  O.,  died  of  disease  at  Harper's  Fwry,  yiigliilii,  April  IB.  1886^ 

Lamb,  Aloion  F.,  mustered  out  December  15,  18^ 

MoOmnaey.  Georee  H..  moetered  out  December  16, 1888. 

Sprague,  Rohrrt  J.,  transferred  to' First  Cavalry,  Noronber  IT,  1866. 

Vaoghln,  Joseph  W.,  mustered  out  DeoMober  16,  1866. 

SlDopaon,  lehn  F.,  tranaferred  to  Vfrst  Oavalry,  November  17, 186& 

EIGHTH  CAVALRY. 

Cijmpuny  G, 

White,  Aluoae  Lb,  died  of  disease  iiarch  16, 1882. 

Coflifonp  t. 

Onuner,  WllUam  L„  diacharged  tor  dlaabUlty  Uareb  1,  1866u 

NINTH  CAVALRY, 

FIrei  Lleutetiunt  Matthew  B.  Brug^,  Odessa;  conuuissioned  June  30,  1806;  commiii- 
akmed  aeoond  llentonant  October  8»  1868;  mnatored  out  August  10, 1866. 
Hogle,  Cbarlefi,  died  o£  disease  iit  Tje?;lnfrtnn,  Ky. 
Kinney,  Cbaodlec,  mustered  out  May  13,  ibSb. 
Linooln,  Fleteber,  maatered  out  Seiptember  22;  1866. 
Monks,  Jooapb  P.,  muataied  out  May  13.  1865. 
Major  Anpuatus,  mustered  out  September  22,  1865. 
Saylea,  Merritt,  corporal ;  discharged  by  order  August  10,  1866. 
Taylor,  Jobn,  uuatered  out  Septomber  22,  1866. 
White,  William  H.,  sergeant,  mustered  out  September  22, 1806. 
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FINANCIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 


STATE  SAVINGS  BANK  OF  IONIA.  '  1 

The  State  Savings  Bank  of  Ionia,  Michigan,  was  organized  December 
8,  1896.  by  V.  H.  Smith,  T.  B.  Preston,  O.  S.  Tower,  Dr.  O.  R,  Long, 
George  Gundrum,  G.  H.  McMuUen,  F.  A.  Sessions  and  S.  M.  Stebbins.  The 
list  of  stockholders,  however,  included  many  other  names,  but  these  shares 
were  in  smaller  lots.  The  original  cajntal  stock  wa.s  placed  at  $50,000  and 
at  the  start  the  surplus  amounted  to  $10,000.  The  first  oflRcers  of  the  bank 
were  V.  H.  Smith,  president;  O.  S.  Tower,  vice-president;  F.  A.  Sessions, 
cashier. 

In  1904  the  State  Savings  Bank  ahsorbt-d  the  Ionia  County  Savings 
Bank,  and  in  1907  the  capital  was  increased  to  St 00.000,  all  capital  in  excess 
of  $50,000  being  earned.  This  bank  is  the  ^Trongest  financial  institTitii in  in 
the  county,  as  shown  by  the  statements  for  tlie  past  year.  The  original 
State  Savings  Bank  is  located  at  326  West  Main  street,  the  Branch  Bank, 
which  was  originally  the  Ionia  County  Savings  Bank,  is  located  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Second  streets. 

The  present  officers  of  the  bank  are:  T.  B.  Preston,  president;  K.  R. 
Smith,  vice-president;  W.  B.  Heath,  cashier;  A.  J.  Hemingway,  assistant 
cashier;  W.  Y.  Templeton,  assistant  cashier.  The  present  directors  are  T. 
B.  Preston,  A.  M.  Welch  J.  E.  Morrison,  K.  R.  Smith,  Thane  Benedict, 
F.  W.  Green,  George  Gtmdrum  and  W.  B.  Heath.  The  last  statement  of 
the  bank  -b^ws  deposits  amounting  to  over  $1,050,000  and  surplus  and 
undivided  profits  of  over  $85,000. 

THE  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  lONlA.  ' 

The  Naticmal  Bank  of  Ionia,  Michigan,  was  organized  on  May  i,  1901, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  organizers  and  first  stockholders  of 
this  bank  were  H.  B.  Webber,  Joseph  P.  Powdl,  R.  A.  Burhans,  George 
£.  Nicliol8»  B.  F.  HaU,  R.  H.  Van  Vleck,  R  T.  Rohler,  T.  A.  Outcn, 
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George  Liv  ci  ton,  Fred  ('iitlcr,  Jr.,  S.  W.  Webber,  Jr.,  J.  O.  Probasco,  L.  M. 
Greenwooii,  ]'.  L.  Moon,  Dr.  C.  P.  l^ihrop,  A.  N.  Morse,  F.  A.  Fletcher, 
E.  L.  Somers,  M.  F.  Hatch,  C.  D.  Ransom.  H.  G.  Thornton,  W.  H.  Matti- 
'son,  B.  B.  Hall,  M.  J.  Allen,  H,  E.  Powell,  S.  E.  Phelps,  and  Rev.  W.  J. 
Fierle.  The  first  officers  were:  H.  B.  Webber,  president;  W.  H.  Mattison, 
vice-president;  C  D.  Ransom,  cashier. 

The  National  Bank  of  Ionia  is  a  very  strong  institution  and  receives 
the  support  of  the  dtizens  of  Ionia.  The  management  is  conservative  in 
its  methods  and  very  cotu'teous  in  the  treatment  of  its  pktrons,  and  although 
younger  than  many  of  the  other  l^nks  in  the  county,  few  have  had  a  more 
prosperous  existence.  A  new  banking  house  was  erected  in  1913  and  bears 
the  distinction  of  being  the  most  beautiful  bank  building  in  the  county  and 
in  fact  in  this  part  of  the  state.  It  is  located  at  308  West  Main  street 
(comer  of  Main  and  Second }  and  was  constructed  of  terra  lolta.  The 
interior  of  the  t>ank  is  finished  in  marble  with  fixtures  of  maliogany. 

Tbe  present  otlicer?  of  the  bank  are  H.  B.  Webber,  presidt-nt ;  \V.  H. 
Mattison,  vice-president;  II.  E.  Powell,  vice-president,  and  J.  PI.  Smith, 
cashier.  The  last  statement  of  the  bank  shows  deposits  of  $550,000  and  a 
surplus  of  $15,000. 

SARANAC  STATE  BANK. 

The  Saranac  State  Bank  was  incorporated  under  the  state  laws  of 
Michigan,  October  25,  1900,  with  the  following  persons  comprising  the 
list  of  organizers  and  first  stockholders :  Stephen  M.  Crawford,  Lewis  C. 
David,  Hiram  N.  Lee,  Winfield  S.  .Mien.  Joseph  T..  Granger,  George  I.iv'er- 
ton,  Samuel  S.  Tucker,  Aaron  L.  Fleming,  Francis  S.  Brower.  William 
Mercer  (estate).  Abner  F.  Noyes,  Tracy  B.  Lowery  and  Hamilton  Walton. 
The  hrst  oflicers  were  Stephen  M.  Crawford,  president;  Lewis  C.  David, 
vice-president;  .Vbner  F.  Noyes,  cashier.  The  original  capital  stock  of  this 
bank  was  placed  at  $20,000. 

This  is  at  present  a  very  strong  financial  institution  as  evidenced  by 
the  last  statement  of  the  bank  which  shows  deposits  amounting  to  $250,000. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  bank  was  increased  in  July,  1913,  to  $30,000.  The 
management  of  the  bank  has  had  no  change  with  the  inception  of  the  office 
of  cashier,  in  which  William  H.  Hunt  superseded  Abner  F.  Noyes  in  July, 
1904.  Roy  T.  Weber  at  present  holds  the  office  of  assistant  cashier.  The 
present  stockholders  are  Stephen  M.  Crawford,  Lewis  C.  David.  TTiram  N 
Lee,  JoscfA  L.  Granger,  George  Liverton,  Hamilton  Walter,  Millard  F. 
Sargent,  Abigail  Tucker,  Mattie  Fleming,  Charles  E.  Huhn,  Milton  A. 
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Benson,  Harvey  ii.  Lowery,  Chester  Adgate,  Biirt  W.  Arnold,  Charles  L. 
Wilson,  Ellis  W.  Durkee,  Amon  Otis,  Chadrick  A.  Lee,  Gilbert  Cuitiss, 
Frank  Sherwood,  George  W.  and  Esther  Potter,  Frank  Weber,  Thomas  S. 
Barber,  Winfield  S.  and  Minnie  Allen,  Herbert  I«  and  Lucinda  Cotirter 
and  Tracy  B.  I-owery. 

The  building  which  the  bank  now  occupies  was  CMistructed  in  1875 
brick,  but  was  remodeled  in  tgo6  and  affords  a  very  commodious  place  of 
business.  It  is  located  on  Bridge  street  and  with  the  fixtures,  which  are  of 
oak  and  metal,  it  is  valued  at  $4,000.  The  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of 
the  bank  according  to  the  last  statement  was  $19,000.  Since  its  organiza- 
tion fifteen  years  ago  this  bank  has  paid  out  in  dividends,  both  regular  and 
special,  $54,120. 

MAYNARD,  ALI.EN  STATE  BANK  OF  PORTLAND. 

The  Maynard.  Allen  State  Bank  of  Portland,  Michigan,  was  organ- 
ized on  May  i,  1874,  by  C.  H.  Maynard,  E.  M.  Allen  and  J.  B.  Rol  as  a 
private  institution,  and  was  known  as  the  Majmard,  Allen  Comapny.  The 
capital  stock  of  this  bank  was  originally  $10,000  and  the  first  officers  were 
C.  H.  Maynard,  president,  and  E.  M.  Allen,  cashier. 

In  1906  this  bank  was  incorporated  under  the  law*;  of  ATirhi^an  as 
a  state  bank  and  was  known  as  the  Mayiinr'].  Allen  State  Viank  and  the 
ca]>ital  «tock  was  rai>ctl  to  $50,000.  Ihis  l^ank  iImcs  a  general  kinking  and 
loan  business  and  is  a  strong  financial  institution,  as  evidenced  by  the  last 
statement  which  shows  deposits  amounting  to  $3:>^5,ooo  and  a  surplus  of 
$20,000. 

The  present  officers  of  the  bank  are  C.  H.  Maynard,  president;  U.  J. 
Maynard,  vice-president:  F.  H.  Krist,  vice-president;  Richard  Bates,  cash- 
ier; Carl  O.  Derby,  assistant  cashier.  The  directors  are  C.  H.  Maynard, 
Fred  H.  Knox,  U.  J.  Maynard,  J.  A.  McQelland,  George  W.  Allen,  W.  H. 
McBride  and  Richard  Bates.-  The  bank  has  a  building  in  the  process  of 
construction  which  will  be  ready  for  ocxupancy  in  a  short  time.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  the  east  side  of  Kent  street  and  is  being  constructed  of  granite  and 
stone  at  a  cost  of  $9,500.  The  interior  will  be  of  marble  and  will  furnish 
very  beautiful  quarters  for  this  bank. 

EDWIN  NASH  STATE  BANK  OF  CLARKSVILLE. 

The  Edwin  Nash  State  Bank  of  Clarksville,  Michigan,  was  established 
in  1893  by  Edwin  Nash  &  Son.  It  was  incorporated  in  191 1  with  the  fol> 
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lowing  members  as  the  first  stockholders:  Fred  Robbins,  John  Whitby, 
Elmer  Winey,  F.  Cool,  Jolin  Cool,  L.  A.  Scoville,  G.  S.  -Mick,  Gaud 
Scoyille,  John  Ntckerson,  W.  J.  Shanks,  F.  E.  Lane,  Jacob  Lenhard,  G.  £. 
Marvin,  I.  H.  Brower,  J.  A.  Qark,  G.  Wieland,  Ernest  Nash,  E.  E.  Church, 

D.  F  \\'alter,  C  E,  Marvin,  A.  C  Nash  and  F.  A.  O'Harra. 

This  bank  was  capitalized  at  $20,000  and  the  capital  stock  has  never 
been  changed.    The  first  officers  were  Fred  Robbins,  president;  L.  A. 

Scoville,  vice-president:  P'rnest  Nash,  ca?hier:  Roy  Blough,  assistant  cashier. 
The  Imildinjj  in  which  the  l>ank  i>  located  at  present  was  erected  in  1893  and 
has  served  the  hank  in  its  twciitv -two  years  of  existence. 

The  present  ofticerb  are  L.  A.  Scoville,  president;  G.  K.  Marvin,  vice- 
president;  Ernest  Nash,  cashier.  The  last  statement  of  the  bank  showed 
deposits  of  $161,000  and  a  surfeits  of  $600. 

FARMERS  AND  MERCHANTS  BANK  OP  LAKE  ODESSA. 

The  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank  of  Lake  Odessa.  Michigan,  was 
org'anized  on  Deconihcr  I,  igo^t-  I  '1^'  capital  stock  of  this  hank  was  placed 
at  $25,0(X)  and  the  stockholders  and  t>ryanizcrs  consisted  of  alx^nt  sixtv  mem- 
bers who  re.sided  in  Lake  0<les<a  and  vicinity.  The  first  officers  were  J.  J. 
Eckhardt,  president;  George  A.  Weed,  vice-president;  Samuel  \  elte,  cashier. 
This  bank,  although  only  twelve  years  old  has  become  a  strong  financial 
institution  in  Lake  Odessa  and  has  received  good  support  from  the  farmers 
and  merchants  in  this  section.  The  management  of  Uiis  bank  is  the  same  as 
in  the  beginning.  The  last  statement  of  the  bank  shows  deposits  amounting 
to  over  $361,000,  with  a  surplus  of  $10,000  and  undivided  profits  of  over 
$8,000.  This  bank  does  a  general  loan  and  banking  business  and  also  has 
a  very  strong  savings  department  which  is  strongly  supported  hy  the  cus- 
tomers of  the  bank  as  the  last  statement  shows  savings  deposits  of  $220,000. 

PEOPLES  SAVINGS  BANK  OP.  BBLDING. 

■ 

The  Peoples  Savings  Bank  of  Belding.  Michigan,  was  organized  on 
May  II,  1893^  with  the  following  members  comprising  the  list  of  stock- 
holders: £.  R.  Spencer,  Frank  R.  Chase,  M.  A.  Reed,  Brinton  F.  Hall, 
David  E.  Wilson,  John  Greenop,  L.  L.  Holmes,  L.  C.  Fales  and  A.  A.  Palmer. 
The  first  officers  were  Edwin  F.  Spencer,  president ;  Frank  R.  Chase,  vice- 
president,  and  M.  A.  Reed,  cashier.  The  original  capital  stock  was  placed 
at  $35,000.    The  bank  building  was  erected  in  1893  at  a  cost  of  $8,000  and 
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has.  lurnished  ample  quarters  tor  the  transaction  oi  the  business  of  the  bank. 

There  have  been  no  decided  changes  in  the  business  of  the  bank  with 
the  exception  of  the  increase  in  the  capital  stock  in  1902  to  $40,000.  This 
bank  caters  to  savings  accounts,  althgugh  the  general  banking  business  of  the 
bank  such  as  loans,  etc.,  is  welt  taken  care  of.  The  last  statement  of  the 
bank  shows  deix>sits  amoimting  to  $339,000  and  a  surplus  of  $10,000.  The 
present  officers  of  the  bank  are  Brinton  F.  Hall,  president:  Frank  R.  Chase, 
vice-president;  W.  L.  Custer,  cashier;  Ambrose  Spencer,  assistant  cashier. 
The  directors  are:  Brinton  F.  Hall,  Frnnk  R.  Chase,  Frank  L.  Moon, 
Charles  Eddy.  George  W.  Moulton,  Fred  E.  Underwood,  George  Hoppough, 
John  G.  Hessler,  H.  L.  Page  and  W.  L.  Cusser. 

WEBBER  .STATE  .SAVINGS  B.\KK. 

John  A.  Webber  arrived  in  Portland  on  May  10,  1870,  with  his  wife 
and  ten-months-old  baby,  to  start  the  bank  of  L.  Webber  &  Son.  The  first 
office  was  in  the  back  room  of  the  David  Simmons'  building  and  continued 
there  for  five  years.  In  1875  a  building  w^s  purchased  where  the  new  bank 
now  stanrls.  In  1884  the  father,  Lorenzo  Webber,  of  Elmira,  New  York, 
died,  and  the  business  was  continued  as  John  A.  Webber,  banker. ,  In  1891, 
one-half  of  the  business  was  given  to  Lorenzo  Webber,  son  of  John  A. 
Webber,  and  the  firm  name  became  John  A.  Webber  &  Son.  On  March  26, 
1905.  John  L.  Webber  died,  hut  the  business  continued  under  the  same  firm 
name  until  the  W  ebber  Stale  Savinjr*^  Bank  was  organized  under  the  state 
law.s  of  Michi^\-m  and  charter  of  January  2,  1908. 

I'hc  stockholders  at  the  organization  were  Edwin  A.  Buck.  Elon  A. 
J<icfiard>.  (Teorj^f  W.  Allen,  David  McChirgf.  Charles  F.  Powers,  M. 
MrX'amara,  William  G.  (iibl>s  and  the  Webber  hcir.s— Alary  E.  Webber, 
Lorenzo  Weljber  and  Christine  (Webber)  l^tta.  In  191 5  the  bank  lK)nght 
the  present  site  of  the  Webber  heirs  and  erected  a  new  bank  building.  It  is 
constructed  of  Bedford  limestone  columns  and  walls  and  is  furnished  with 
mahogany  fixtures.  Just  the  jrear  prior  to  this  they  had  installed  a  burglar^ 
proof  door  on  the  money  vault  which  is  the  best  tn  the  county.  The  bank 
has  a  capital  of  $25,000  and  a  surplus  of  $25,000.  The  deposits  at  present 
amount  to  $325,000.  Most  of  the  loans  are  in  first  mortgages  on  farms  in 
the  vicinity  of  Portland.  The  officers  of  the  bank  are  Mary  £.  Webber, 
president;  Edwin  A.  Buck,  vice-president;  Lorenzo  Webber,  cashier;  Frank 
J.  Badgley,  assistant  cashier.   The  directors  are  Edwin  A.  Buck,  Elon  A. 
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Richards,  Jed  H.  Briggs,  Mary  E.  Webber,  Lorenzo  Webber  and  Cliristiua 
Latta. 

BELDING  SAVINGS  BANK. 

The  Belding  Savings  Bank  was  organized  in  1889  by  D.  E.  Wilson.  F. 
R.  Chase.  R.  M.  Wilson,  H.  J.  Leonard,  J.  M.  Earle  and  H.  H.  Beiding. 
The  capital  stock  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  bank  was  $25,000 
and  the  first  ofTicers  were  D.  E.  Wilson,  president;  F.  R.  Chase,  Wcc-presi- 

dent  :  C.  K.  Hill,  cashier.  The  present  home  of  the  bank  was  erected  in  1889 
and  stands  at  the  corner  of  Mnin  and  Pleasant  streets  and  is  valitcd  at  S8,C)Oo. 

Ihv  caiJital  >t(Kk  of  tlii>  bank  was  increased  on  April  2.  mho.  (o  $50,000. 
The  Pirj<ii!i<^r  SaNiiigs  Hank  has  catLTcd  to  savin,?s  accounts  and  has.  had  a 
large  palrunage  in  the  city.  The  present  orrtrers  are  H.  J.  Leonard,  presi- 
dent; A,  N.  Belding,  vicc-preddeiit ;  \\ .  C.  Spicer,  second  vice-ji resident; 
W.  S.  Lambertson,  cashier.  According  to  the  last  statement  of  the  bank  it 
has  deposits  amounting  to  $326,820,  and  a  surplus  of  $15,000.  The  directors 
are:  A.  N.  Belding,  H.  J.  Leonard,  K.  C.  Lloyd,  W.  C.  Spicer,  M.  M. 
Belding,  Jr.,.W.  P.  Hetherington.  E.  E.  Chappie  and  W.  S.  Lambertson. 

LAKK  ODESSA  STATE  SAVINGS  BANK. 

The  Lake  Odessa  State  Savins^s  Bank  \va>  urgaiii/xd  ni  it  was 

originallv  esiahlishcd  as  the  Lake  Udcsha  Savmgs  Bank  with  a  capita!  ui 
$25,000  as  a  state  bank.  The  lirst  stockholders  were  all  m  ihe  Wager  family 
and  consisted  of  H.  R.  Wager  and  his  wife  and  Fred  Ernest  and  Nellie 
Wager.  Mr.  Wager  brought  W.  J.  Percival,  the  first  cashier  of  the  bank, 
here  from  Ionia,  May  21,  1888,  and  the  bank  was  opened  the  next  day. 
Samuel  O.  Hosford  drew  the  books  and  supplies  from  Ionia  in  a  lumber 
wagon.  All  currency  and  coin  had  to  be  brought  from  Ionia  with  horse  and 
buggy  until  the  railroad  was  in  operation,  which  was  about  August  i,  of  the 
same  year.  Mr.  Wager's  interest  was  later  purchased  by  local  parties,  follow- 
ing which  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Lake  Odessa  State  Savings  Bank. 

The  bank  was  originally  on  the  corner  where  McCartney's  store  stands, 
but  this  building  burned  in  Decemljer,  1894.  The  lank  then  w  as  moved  to  the 
old  wooden  Iniildins^  next  to  the  Hotel  Hnrke  and  was  there  until  Octolxr, 
1895.  when  it  was  ino\  ed  to  it*;  [iresent  location.  H.  R.  W^a^er  was  president 
of  the  bank  as  long  as  he  held  an  interest  in  it.  He  was  succeetled  by  Ji^idge 
V.  H.  Smith :  later  the  office  was  held  by  George  Y.  hdetcher  and  he  was 
followed  by  George  Liverton.    The  town  was  plaited  in  June,  1887,  so  it 
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wab  about  eleven  iiuiiith<;  old  w  hen  the  Ijank  oi>C:ned;  thus  the  bank  liah  always 
been  directly  conntcieti  with  the  history  of  the  village. 

The  bank  has  a  capital  stock  at  present  of  $25,000  with  a  surplus  of 
$6,000.  According  to  the  last  statement  the  deposits  amounted  to  $200,000. 
The  present  building  is  located  on  Fourth  avenue  and  is  valued  at  $4,000. 
It  is  comfortably  furnished  with  fixtures  valued  at  $2,500.  The  present 
officers  are  George  Liverton,  president;  William  H.  McCartney,  vice-presi- 
dent ;  Howard  C.  l^wrence,  cashier.  The  directors  are :  George  Liverton, 
Louis  Krieger,  William  McCartney,  Wallace  Lovewell,  Otis  Miner,  O.  C. 
Kuss  and  Howard  C.  Lawrence. 

IONIA  BUILDING  AND  LOAN  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Ionia  Building  and  Loan  Association  was  organized  in  the  spring 
of  1912  to  help  to  meet  the  need  for  more  houses,  which  then  existed.  A 
business  men's  l^anquet  was  held  in  the  Odd  Fellows  hall,  at  which  the  need 
and  organization  for  such  an  institution  was  presented,  and  stock  subscrip- 
tions called  for.  The  result  was  so  gratifying  that  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  draft  articles  of  incorporation.  The  association  was  perfected  at  a  meet- 
ing held  in  the  city  hall,  May  13,  IQ12,  at  which  time  the  articles  of  incor- 
poration were  adopted  and  the  first  directors  elected,  namely:  F.  W.  Green, 
K.  R.  Smith,  Levi  Marshall,  C.  A.  Ireland,  E.  F.  Galagher  and  E.  E.  Branch. 
R.  A.  Hawley  was  subsequently  added  to  the  board,  which  has  remained  the 
same  to  the  present  date.  The  board  elected  the  following  oihcers  who  have 
also  ^Ued  the  «!ame  position  to  date:  President,  C  A  Ireland;  vice-presi- 
dent. K.  R.  Smith;  secretary,  K  E,  Branch;  treasurer,  Levi  Marshall,  and 
attorney,  R.  A.  Hawlev. 

The  association  began  Ini-^incss  in  August,  1912,  and  in  the  interval 
since  that  time  has  enjoyed  a  splendid  j^rowth.  It  i'^  mnv  recognized  as  one 
of  the  peruuinent  institutions  oi  the  city  and  counly,  having  at  this  time 
$33,000  assets  and  having  assisted  in  the  purchase  or  erection  of  about  forty 
homes.    The  present  membership  is  one  hundred  and  forty-six, 

BELDING  BUILDING  AND  LOAN  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Belding  Bnilding  and  I  oan  Association,  which  is  the  oldest  of  the 
two  loan  associations  in  Ionia  county,  was  organized  and  incorporated  in 
1889.  The  first  directors  of  this  association  were  C.  E.  Hills,  H.  J.  Leonard, 
F.  A.  Washburn,  O.  F.  Webster,  J.  M.  Earle,  T.  F.  Ireland,  C.  T.  Ranney, 
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E.  i\.  Spencer  and  (i.  ilegole.  The  first  officers  of  the  newly-created  com- 
pany were  J.  M.  Earle,  piesulent;  F.  A.  Washburn,  vice-president;  T.  Frank 
Ireland,  treasurer;  C.  E.  Hilb,  secretary. 

This  building  and  loati  association  was  capitalized  at  $1,000,000  and  the 
capital  stock  has  remained  the  same  up  to  the  present  time.  This  association 
does  a  general  loan  business'  and  likewise  has  a  savings  department  It 
has  become  an  established  factor  in  the  growth  and  advancement  of  the  dty 
of  Belding  and  has  helped  many  a  laboring  man  to  own  a  comfortable  home 
who  otherwise  would  have  spent  his  money  for  rent. 

The  present  officers  of  this  association  are  F.  A.  Washburn,  president; 
W.  P.  Hetherington,  vice-president;  W.  L.  Cusscr,  treasurer;  G.  E.  Wagner, 
secretary  and  attorney.  The  total  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
19T5,  were  $63,468.51.  The  total  amount  of  loans  on  mortgage  security 
was  !?io5,322.S8.  and  ihe  t'>t:'!  assets  were  .f?  1^0,202.52.  There  was  an 
utuiivuled  protit  ot  ^^25,329.09  and  the  dues  on  installment  stock  amounted 
to  $86,341.18. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

SECRET^  FRATERNAL  AND  PATRIOTIC  SOCIETIES. 


FRKE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS. 

The  initial  meeting  of  Ionia  Lodge  No.  36,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
was  held  at  the  £a|^le  hotel.  May  23,  1848.  On  this  occasion  there  were 
present:  I^vi  Taylor,  worshipful  master;  C.  S.  Hooker,  senior  warden; 
J.  L,  Freeman,  junior  warden;  B.  Sherman,  secretary;  WillianH  Thomas, 

treasurer;  George  Townsend,  senior  deacon;           Brown,  junior  deacon; 

 Chapman,  tyler.    The  first  petition  for  membership  was  received  on 

that  occasion  from  John  C  Ball,  and  at  the  second  lodge  meeting,  which  was 
held  on  June  19,  1849,  petitions  were  received  from  Peter  Hackett,  Richard 
Dye,  W.  C.  Clark.  John  I..  Taylor  and  Charles  M.  Moseman. 

The  lodj!fe  worked  tirtder  a  dispensation  until  Tantmrv  to.  1850.  when 
a  charter  was  j^ranted  and  from  that  time  forward  the  lod^ce  has  enjoyed 
an  unbroken  period  of  prosperity.  The  present  inernhK^rshi])  nnrnl>ers  al>out 
two  hundred  and  fifty.  This  lodge  has  tlie  ftilluwing  advanced  degrees: 
Ionia  Chapter  No.  14,  Koyal  Arch  Masons;  lonia  Council  No.  ti,  koyal 
and  Select  Masters;  Ionia  Conur.anderj'^  No.  11,  Knights  Templar. 

ITie  present  officers  are:  W.  K.  McSween,  worshipful  master;  Jay  A. 
Van  Sickle,  senior  warden ;  G.  A.  Krause,  junior  warden ;  B.  L.  Berry,  treas- 
urer; G.  F.  Brown,  secretary;  H.  H.  Rohb,  senior  deacon;  E.  R.  Ashby, 
jtmior  deacon;  E.  E.  Branch,  chaplain;  J.  D.  Story,  tyler. 

PORTLAND  LODGE  NO.  3 1. 

« 

Portland  Lodge  No.  31,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  chartered 
on  January  10,  t8iq.  The  first  ofificers  were:  Georg^e  W.  Wilson,  wor- 
shipful master;  George  TTill,  senior  warden;  Ilezekiah  Smith,  junior  warden; 
P.  Vamum,  senior  deacon ;  H.  M.  Starks,  junior  deacon ;  L.  B.  Bamum, 
secretary;  Hezekiah  Smith,  treasurer;  William  Moore,  tyler.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  partial  list  of  the  worshipful  masters  who  have  served  this  lodge: 
George  Wilson,  George  Hill,  Samuel  Sutliff,  M.  B.  Beers,  C  A.  Peters,  F. 
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G.  Lee  and  George  HiU,  I'his  lodge  has  at  the  present  time  a  membership 
of  one  htmdred  imd  sixty-two. 

The  Portland  lodge  has  the  following  advanced  degrees  and  auxiliary 

chapter:  Portland  Chapter  No  .^7.  l^oyal  Arch  Ma«;ons:  Portland  Council 
No.  23,  Royal  and  Select  ]\fasters;  Chapter  Xo.  j^S.  Order  of  the  I\astern 
Star.  The  present  officers  are:  A.  A.  Mark,  worshipful  master;  John  B, 
IJeeux.  senior  warden;  E.  N.  Green,  jiuaor  warden;  L.  \\"ebl>er,  treasurer; 
A.sa  Newinaii,  secretary;  F,  D,  Lockwood,  ssenior  deacon;  Albert  Ilartwig, 
junior  deacon;  W.  H.  Balderson,  tylcr- 

PALO  I^DGE  NO.  203. 

Pall)  Lodcre  No  203.  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  organized  on 
Jjainary  15.  itSOy,  with  the  following  charter  members :  E.  I).  Young,  Will- 
iam 11.  i^rcenian.  \  nie  Uailet,  B.  Stone,  J.  VVinegar,  C.  .\nner,  I  'eter  11 
JHuuk,  H.  P.  Miller,  joim  Dunn  and  J.  R.  HoUyw'M.xi.  l  lie  tirst  offux-rs 
01  this  lodge  were:  E.  D.  Young,  worshipful  master;  VViUiam  H.  Freeman, 
senior  warden;  Vine  Hallet,  junior  warden;  B.  Stone,  treasurer;  J.  Winegar, 
secretary;  C.  Anner,  senior  deacon;  Peter  B.  Howk,  junior  deacon;  H.  P. 
Miller,  tyler;  John  Dunn  and  T.  R.  Hollywood,  stewards. 

This  lodge  now  has  a  membership  of  sixty  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condi-* 
tion.  The  present  officers  are;  1.  S.  Jeffers,  worshipful  master;  F.  Gay* 
lord,  senior  warden;  R.  Safford,  junior  warden;  H.  D.  Pugh,  treasurer;  W. 
F.  Pettcys,  secretary;  H.  F.  Kellogg,  senior  deacon;  C.  C.  Luce,  junior 
deacon ;  Henr>'  Hull,  tyler. 

BELDING  LODGE  NO.  355. 

Betding  Lodge  No.  355,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  organized  on 
January  26,  i$8i.  The  following  is  the  list  of  charter  members:  Elisha 
Mudge,  J.  Milton  Earle,  Robert  M.  Wilson,  Thomas  Crebben,  Albert  D. 
Jenks,  Henry  A.  Jersey,  George  light,  Abraham  C.  Haug^,  Elvon  Murry, 
Fred  Deitz,  John  G.  Snyder,  Charles  E.  Drake,  Frank  R.  Chase,  Wilh'am  M. 
Evarts,  Levi  Broas,  Bradley  C.  Stone,  Jacob  King,  Charles  M.  Wise,  Edward 
F.  Sayles  and  George  Hoppoug^i. 

The  members  of  this  lodge  have  been  iintinng  in  their  efforts  to  boost 
the  chapter  aiu]  make  \i  one  01  the  stronj;est  in  the  county.  The  present 
membership  totals  three  hundred  and  four  active  n]enil>ers, 

The  present  orticers  are;   J.  Byron  Cook,  worshiplvii  master ;  Arthur  B. 
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I'oss,  senior  warden;  Fred  A.  Rogers,  junior  warden;  W.  A.  Wilder,  treas- 
urer; T..  B.  Moore,  'secretnry;  Tames  Langston,  senior  deacon;  Edney 
Webster,  junior  deacon;  Fred  Ciancey,  tyier;  C  M.  Wise,  marshal;  H.  J. 
Leonard,  chaplain. 

LAKE  ODESSA  LODGE  NO.  395. 

Lake  Odessa  Ixxlge  No.  305,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  organized 
on  December  19,  1888,  with  the  following  charter  members:  William  S. 
Hart,  Robert  C.  Blair,  Adnah  1^.  Jones,  Wallace  LovewelK  Martin  Cox, 
George .  Prichard,  Robert  Musgrove  and  Milton  J.  Jacques.  Of  the  eight 
charter  members  who  were  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  lodge  all 
are  active  members  at  the  [)resent  except  Milton  J.  Jacques  who  is  deceased. 
This  loc^  has  been  very  active  and  the  members  have  always  striven  to 
increase  the  work  of  the  lodge.  The  present  membership  totals  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven. 

The  present  officers  are:  Ralph  W.  Corey,  worship t til  master;  Jay 
Merrill,  senior  wnrdcn ;  rrottlieh  Kussnmnl.  jimior  warden:  Howard  C. 
Lawrence,  -enior  deacon;  Robert  Shaw,  junior  deacon;  Samuel  Vcite,  treas- 
urer; Thomas  Johnson,  secretary;  Hugh  j.  Potts,  tyler. 

PEWAMO  LODGE  NO.  405. 

Pewamo  Lodge  No.  405,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  organized  on 
June  I,  1892,  with  the  following  charter  members:  M.  A.  Britton,  Fred- 
erick Dunn,  Sr.,  Emerson  Vance,  James  Tosh,  James  Ruel,  Fremont  Hath- 
away, Charles  Somers,  JofJeph  Packer,  John  Pennington,  Sr.,  E.  D.  Ham- 
mond, A  Sher\\  i<n1.  Thomas  H.  Dewey,  William  Triphagen,  William 
Warfield  and  David  Strahan.  This  lodge  now  has  a  membership  of  sixty- 
nine  and  is  very  active.  The  present  officers  are :  Artluu-  Stow,  worship- 
ful master:  Harrv  Kuowltou,  senior  warden:  William  Bissell,  junior  warden; 
Andrew  X'ance,  senior  deacon;  Ney  Spanlding,  junior  deacon:  George  Ams- 
den,  treasurer;  Ora  1.  Rlackmer.  secretary;  William  Blackmer,  senior 
steward;  Nidiolas  Blowwiekel,  junior  steward;  D.  W.  Bissell,  tyler. 

CLARKSVILLE  LODGE  NO.  45 1. 

ClarksviUe  Lodge  No.  451.  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  organized 
on  April  16,  1908,  with  the  following  charter  members:  Jesse  Rogers, 
Eustace  Church,  Major  T.  Lamont,  Harry  Simpkins,  William  Gibbons, 
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Chattncey  McComiic,  John  Kloosterman.  Leroy  Scoville,  Robert  Goodfellow, 

Marsden  J3ishop,  Ferman  Hudson.  Roderick  Kenerdy,  William  Shanks  and 
David  Dickson.  This  lodge  has  a  membership  at  present  of  sixty-three.  Tt 
is  one  of  the  recent  lodges  in  the  countv  but  has  had  a  ver\'  active  existence. 
The  present  ofticcrs  are:  M.  T.  Lamunt.  worshipful  master;  Bert  Hanson, 
senior  warden;  M.  A.  Harvey,  junior  warden;  Eustace  Church,  treasurer; 
Clarence  Marvin,  secretary;  J.  A.  Warner,  senior  deacon;  James  Miller, 
juni<M'  deacon;  Glen  Scx>ville,  senior  steward;  Albert  C.  Renkes,  junior 
steward;  William  Gibbons,  tykr.  • 

ORDER  OF  THE  EASTERN  STAR. 

Queen  Tvsther  Chapter  No.  35,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  was  organized 
in  Ionia  on  March  17,  1885.  Tlie  charter  members  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nelson  Hurt.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  G  Wright,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  h^later, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Aelick.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Bailey.  Sr..  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  liaiiey,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Chauncey  Waterbury,  Wesley  Worden,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  Ryerson,  Mrs.  John  Parker,  Amelia  Bailey,  Mrs.  Shirts,  Palmer  Taylor, 
Minnie  Taylor,  Grace  TzyUyr  and  Mr.  Dinnnick. 

The  present  officers  of  this  chapter,  which  has  a  membership  of  two  hun« 
drcd  and  twenty,  are:  Mrs.  Emma  Wilson,  worshipful  matron;  Warner  K. 
McSween.  worshipful  patron;  Mrs.  Georgia  Reasoner,  assistant  matron; 
Mrs.  Cora  Perham,  secretary;  Mrs.  Eliza  Storey,  treasurer. 

INDEPENDENT  ORDER  OF  ODD  FELIjOWS. 

Saranac  Lo<ige  No.  if>8,  independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was 
organized  on  August  17,  1871.  m  the  Anderson  building  and  chartered  in 
Marclj,  1872.  The  charter  members  were:  James  T.  Brown,  J.  H.  Russell, 
Henry  Trace,  F.  M.  McDonald,  A.  R.  Hicks  and  Dennis  Donovan.  Since 
the  organization  the  following  were  elected  to  the  office  of  the  noble  grand : 
James  T.  Brown,  J.  H.  Russell,  Dennis  Donovan,  William  M.  Dreskdi, 
William  L.  Strickland,  Harvey  W.  Dunn,  H.  A.  O'Cooner,  J.  B.  Chase, 
Elisha  Prosser,  George  B.  Wilson,  G.  W,  Lee,  H.  M.  Cronkite,  D.  B.  Kelley. 
W.  S.  Allen  and  Charles  Numa. 

The  officers  of  Saranac  lodge  for  the  present  year  are:  James  Fisher, 
noble  grand:  Frank  Fisher,  vice-grand;  Gilbert  Curtis,  recording  secretary; 
Fred  EWlenbeck,  financial  secretary;  Audrey  Bronson,  treasurer.  This 
organization  has  a  nice  lodge  building  which  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
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Center  and  Church  streets.    The  present  membership  numbers  one  hundred 
and  thirty.   One  charter  member  is  still  livingf  and  active. 

IONIA  I^DGE  NO.  1 75. 

Jonia  1  udge  No.  175,  IndepeiKlent  Order  of  Odd  Fclltnvs.  was  instituted 
on  !\'o\  ciiibcr  22,  1871,  by  Grand  Master  Isa^ic  Slides  at  a  meeting  hold  at 
Liayarils  hall.  The  oificers  apixjinted  at  the  organization  were:  1.  A. 
Willett,  noble  grand;  C.  L.  Smith,  vice-grand ^  J.  H.  Horton,  treasurer;  W. 
T.  Kimsey,  secretary.  On  that  occasion  petitions  for  membership  were 
received  from  J.  H.  Welch,  A.  Udell,  W.  H.  Dunn,  R.  J.  Humphreys,  Henry 
Brown,  A.  D.  Devine  and  David  M.  Kerstetter. 

The  lodge  was  chartered  on  January  i8,  1872,  and  at  that  time  had 
fifty-three  members.  The  first  few  meetings  were  held  in  the  Good  Templars 
hall  but  early  in  December  a  lease  was  made  for  the  Smith  hall  where  the 
lodge  met  each  wedc  for  more  than  thirty-eight  years.  This  lodge  has  a 
record  of  social  relief  which  can  hardly  be  excelled  by  any  lodge.  It  has 
also  proven  itself  in  the  care  of  sick  and  sorrowing  brothers. 

The  lodge  owns  at  present  a  lot  on  the  comer  of  Main  and  Dexter  streets 
where  it  ts  their  intention  of  locating"  their  hall  in  the  near  future.  The 
]>rcsent  nieml)ership  number^  three  hundred  and  forty-one.  The  present 
otticcrs  are:  Lloyd  Wieres,  noble  grand:  D.  O.  McVeigh,  vice-grand:  O.  C. 
Wright,  secretary;  F.  D.  CAirii<.  treasurer;  E.  E.  Cutler,  financial  secretary; 
H.  A.  Jennings,  i^red  Higbee  and  John  Utess,  trustees. 

RELIEF  ENCAMPMENT  NO.  53. 

Relief  Encampment  No.  53,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was 
instituted  at  Ionia  on  February  9,  1872,  and  chartered  on  February  19,  1873. 
The  charter  members  were :  Alfred  Udell,  Allen  B.  Morse,  H,  C.  Sessions, 
James  H.  Horton,  Charles  H.  Axtell,  Joseph  Rounds,  James  Brown,  B. 
McCarthy,  J.  H.  Welch,  O.  W.  Babcock,  W.  T.  Kinsey,  William  W.  Hall, 
William  M.  Driskell,  Frederick  Hal!.  C.  L.  Smith.  W  illiani  T.  Anaba,  D.  M. 
Kerstetter,  William  W.  ^'f^tchael,  K.  P.  Worden  and  Thomas  A-  Willett  • 
Regular  assemblies  were  held  in  Smith's  hall. 

The  present  membership  numlxrs  scventy-fi\  c.    The  present  officers 
are;    Harry  Morsfan,  chief  jiatriarch:  Earl  Wright,  hi^h  priest;  Glen  Barker, 
senior  warden;  Oden  Wood,  junior  warden;  Harry  Jennings,  scribe;  VViiiiaiq 
Huggins,  treasura*. 
(21) 
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FOETl^ND  LODG£  NO.  I99. 

Portland  Lodge  No.  19Q,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was 
organized  on  October  31.  1872.  There  were  just  five  charter  members: 
J.  Bushong»  I^virrence  Sandbom,  Philetus  Jenkins,  John  W.  Richmond  and 
James  M.  Barnard.  This  lodge  has  experienced  a  great  amount  of  pros- 
perity and  has  grown  steadily  since  the  installation.  It  has  at  present  a 
membership  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three  with  equipment  and  parapher- 
nalia valued  at  $1,000. 

The  present  officers  are :  John  Barton,  noble  grand ;  Glenn  Ellis,  vice- 
grand  ;  Harley  Rogers,  recordings  secretary ;  Dan  Watson,  financial  secretary ; 
Flovf!  TodH.  treasirrer:  Dale  J'ier>oii.  ri.sjht  ■supporter  of  noble  grand:  Ccorg-e 
Stittier,  leH  supp'.Tter  ot  ii<»l>le  grand:  Arthur  \\'illianis.  right  supjxjrtcr  of 
vice-grand;  James  Dickson,  Icit  supporter  of  vice-grand;  H.  W.  Ilolcombe, 
cliaplain. 

PORTLAND  ENCAMPMKNi  NO.  IO5. 

Portland  Encampment  No.  105,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fdlows, 
was  organized  on  January  4,  1910,  with  the  following  charter  members: 
Miles  Whitney,  li.  W.  Holcombe,  Charles  Hogmire,  Oyde  Moore,  Lon 
Ellis  and  others.  At  present  there  arc  forty-three  members  enrolled  under 
the  banners  of  the  encampment  The  present  officers  are:  Frank  K 
Remalia,  chief  patriarch;  Tlowafd  Lovrery,  high  priest;  John  Barton,  senior 
warden;  Cheater  TTair,  jnnior  warden:  Arthur  Williams,  scribe;  C.  E.  Ward, 
treasurer.    The  encampment  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

LAKE  ODESSA  LODGE  NO.  429. 

Lake  Odessa  Lodge  No.  429,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was 
organized  on  May  17,  1892,  with  nine  charter  members.  This  lodge  has  had 
an  exceptionally  strong  support  from  the  citizens  of  T..ake  Odessa  and  now 
ranks  as  one  of  the  stron^rest  lodges  in  this  part  of  the  county.  The  mem- 
bership at  present  totals  one  himdred  and  sixty-six. 

SILK  CITY  IjODGE  MO.  44/. 

Silk  City  Lodge  No.  447,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was 
instituted  in  Bdding  on  January  15,  1895.   This  lodge  has  been  very  active 
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since  its  organization  and  has  a  membership  at  present  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight.    Although  one  of  the  later  lodges  organized  in  Ionia  county  it 
,  has  exi^erienced  no  reverses  and  at  ju'esent  owns  property  valued  at  $i,oia 
The  present  officers  are:   Harvey  Curry,  noble  grand;  Serigt  Collier,  vice- 
grand  ;  Mark  Leetch,  secretary ;  W.  H.  Price,  treasurer. 

ARCADIAN  ENCAMPMENT  NO.  1 5 7. 

Arcadi.ui  Encamptnent  No.  157,  hxlt- pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
N\  M>  organized  in  Beiding  on  July  2b,  190b,  with  the  foUowmg  charter  mern- 
Ijcrs:  D.  F.  Moon.  Charles  Knappe»  R.  Swift,  A.  K.  Tuinstra,  George 
Cottrell,  1  .  Glosscr  and  W.  H.  Price.  The  present  membcrsliip  of  this 
encampment  numbers  forty-tive.  The  present  officers  are :  John  Scott, 
chief  patriarch;  E.  O.  Hildebrand,  high  priest;  George  Vickery,  senior 
warden;  Pearl  Jenks,  junior  warden;  W.  H.  Price,  scribe;  W.  J.  Black, 
treasurer. 

paijO  loi)G£  no.  341. 

Palo  I>odge  No.  341  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  was  organized 
at  Palo,  November  ri,  191 5,  with  thirty-eight  charter  members  as  follow  : 
S.  P.  Minier,  C.  A  Knapp,  William  Kasterly,  Marvin  Greenwalt,  H.  D. 
Pew.  John  Scott.  G  !.  Dickerson,  R.  H.  VanVlcck.  C  F.  Filder,  N.  Fitel 
btiss,  Ray  North,  (  lark  Reitr.er,  A.  D.  Hyde,  William  A.  Conner,  hi,  R. 
Compton,  Wtllard  Knagg>,  T..  J.  Har^ave,  FYank  \^an\"leck,  William  H, 
Wilder,  G  C.  Mason,  Harr)  Conipton,  TT  F.  Kellogg,  Edward  S.  Buckley, 
F.  R.  \  an\  leek,  B.  D.  McKinibail,  W.  H.  Carpenter,  C.  W^ilder,  C.  B.  Gauss. 
J.  L.  Briggs,  C.  B.  Johnson,  C.  A.  Graham,  A.  L.  Reeder,  William  Howe, 
C.  R.  Evans.  E.  Rdmer,  D.  J.  Heath,  H.  L.  Allen  and  Heii)ert  Edwards. 

The  first  officers  of  the  lodge  were  as  follow:  Noble  grand,  S.  P. 
Minier;  vice-grand,  C.  A.  Knapp;  recording  Sbcrctary,  William  Easteriy; 
financial  secretary,  Marvin  Greenwalt;  treasurer,  H.  D.  Pew;  and  John  Scott, 
district  d^ty. 

The  present  officers  of  the  lodge  are  the  same  as  the  original  officers. 

The  lodge  owns  regalia  valued  at  $300.  The  Palo  lodge  was  instituted  by 
R.  E.  Ncwvillc,  grand  master;  Myles  F.  Gray,  past  grand  master,  acting  as 
grand  secretary:  Fred  Cutler,  Jr.,  grand  treasurer;  Jerome  Walker,  as  deputy 
grand  master ;  Henry  Witzcl  as  grand  marshal ;  Charles  Taylor,  of  Bannister, 
as  grand  guardian,  and  G.  E.  Chadwick,  of  Mt  Pleasant,  as  grand  warden. 
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OAUGHTSKS  OF  REB£KAH. 

Refiiie^t*  Lodg-e  No.  285,  Daughter  of  Rebckah,  was  installed  at  L.ake 
Odessa  on  June  18,  1896.  with  the  following  charter  nieniljers:  Ella  Kart, 
Clara  Spires,  Catherine  Blough,  Sarah  Darby  and  Charles  Kart.  The  mem- 
bership at  present  numbers  one  hundred  and  twenty,  which  in  itself  shows 
the  strength  of  this  lodge.  The  present  officers  are:  NelUe  Urtel,  noUe 
grand:  Frances  Henderleider.  vice-grand;  Cora  DeMaranville,  recording 
secretary;  Nellie  Culp,  financial  secretary;  Alice  GtUiland,  treasurer;  Edna: 
Blakely,  past  grand. 

WHITE  ROSE  LODGE  NO.  327. 

White  Rose  Locfov  No.  .t;27,  Daut;htcrs  of  Rel)okah,  w:?-  fTgani/ed  at 
Clarksville,  Michigan.  Jantiary  5.  i8<)Q.  The  charter  Tiienii>ers  were: 
Celestia  Prosser,  Isal>ella  ITeavcn,  Carrie  Marvin.  Jennie  Hazen,  Heh'na 
Brandle,  Edith  Decker,  .'\lta  Lenharti,  Bessie  Todd,  Alta  French,  Mary 
Haskins,  5>elina  Schroch,  Edna  CooK  Hyta  Clark,  Ida  Ackerson,  Carlte 
Ackerson  and  Susanna  Gibbons. 

This  lodge  was  re-instated  in  February  8,  1912.  after  a  short  period  of 
inactivity.  The  lodge  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  at  the  present  time  with 
a  membership  of  seventy-six.  The  present  ofHcers  are:  Tina  Oliver,  noble 
grand;  Ethel  Renkes,  vice-grand;  T^tie  Jackson,  secretary,  and  Nellie 
Homer,  treasurer. 

SARANAC  tJODGE  NO.  1 10. 

Saranac  Lodge  No.  1 10.  Daughters  of  K.el)ekah,  was  organized  on  Octo- 
ber 15,  1Q03,  with  the  following  diarter  members:  Letitia  Tonipson,  Erama 
Reynolds^  yrtle  Roiwick,  Clarissa  Walltngton  and  Julia  Lee.  In  the  short 
space  of  twelve  years  this  lodge  has  grown  from  a  diapter  of  five  to  that 
of  ninety-three  at  the  present  time.  The  present  officers  are:  Nettie  Paul, 
noble  grand;  Lucy  ]>awson,  vice-grand:  Susie  Raymond,  secretary;  Julia 
Lee,  treasurer,  and  Alwilda  Race,  linandal  secretary. 

KNIGHTS  OF  PYTHIAS. 

l-ucuUus  Lodge  No.  76,  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Ionia,  was  ortranized  on 
January  27,  1887.  For  many  years  this  lodge  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
very  best  and  most  successful  Pythian  lodges  in  the  state,  having  in  its  earlier 
years  furnished  the  grand  lodge  with  two  grand  diancellors,  Fred  M.  Doug- 
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lass  and  W.  D.  Qizbe.  The  personnd  of  the  lodge  is  of  the  very  highest 
character  and  for  many  years  it  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  social  factors  in  the  life  of  Ionia.  Ehiring  the  past  year  this 
well-known  lodge  has  taken  on  new  life  and  is  now  initiating  scores  of  the 
best  men  in  the  city.  I.ticuUus  lodge  again  has  taken  its  place  in  the  front 
rank  of  Michigan's  Pythian  lodges.  Of  the  thirty-five  charter  members^ 
only  three,  Robert  Baerd.  Fred  Cutler,  Jr.,  and  Judge  F.  D.  M,  Davis,  remain. 

The  present  membership  numbers  ninety,  with  sufHcient  applications 
now  on  hand  to  exceed  one  hundred.  Furniture  and  reje:ah'a  owned  by  the 
lodge  is  valued  at  $500.  Hermione  Temple  No.  4.  Pythian  Sisters,  is  an 
auxiliary  of  Luculht?  lodsre.  \  i-,iiituriii  ranks  company  is  now  in  process 
of  formation.  The  present  ofticcrs  n[  ],iicnllvis  Lodge  No.  76,  Knisiht?  of 
Pythias,  are  as  follow:  Chancellor  comniaivlcr,  Fred  Cutler,  Jr.;  vice- 
chancellor,  Frank  Giddings;  prelate.  S.  A.  Mulhans»M  ;  keeper  of  the  rcconls 
and  .^tal,  Fred  T.  Whitney;  master  of  the  exchequer,  Dan  J.  Campau;  master 
of  work.  Herbert  Hall;  master  of  arms,  Clarence  Eddy;  installing  offuer, 
Bert  Lampkin ;  representative  to  the  grand  lodge,  Fred  Cutler,  Jr. ;  trustees, 
James  I.  WilUston,  P.  T.  Williams  and  H.  E.  Spencer. 

INDEPENDENT  OKDER  OF  FORESTERS. 

Court  Cass  No.  680.  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  was  organized  at 
Ionia  on  November  js.  i^^90.  There  were  thirls-one  charter  members  of 
this  order,  as  luUow:  Doctor  To|E;^n.  F..  T.  A  e-imans,  J.  H.  Kidd,  J.  T. 
\\>l>l>er,  W.  O.  Webster,  K.  R.  Baiky.  \<  U.  Rrown,  F.  D.  Vnrhees,  F.  E. 
W  aid,  H.  F.  Voelker,  E.  T.  Montgomery,  R.  L.  Page,  J.  A.  Latta,  T.  A. 
Carton,  G.  A.  Younghans,  \V.  B.  Heath,  O.  S.  Cass,  Bert  Lampkin,  W.  E. 
Kelsey,  James  Vesper,  T.  R.  Allen,  F.  D.  M.  Davis,  F.  M.  Drake,  W.  M. 
Phelps,  G.  H.  Muner,  C.  W.  Parsons,  L.  P.  Brock,  R.  D.  Sessions,  A.  E. 
Tower,  D.  G.  Lindsey  and  F.  C.  Thompson.  The  activity  of  this  lodge 
is  not  as  great  as  it  was  in  past  years  and  the  membership  only  totals  eleven 
active  members  at  present.  The  present  officers  are :  E.  T.  Yeomans,  chief 
ranger;  James  A'espcr,  vice-ranger;  H.  F.  Voelker,  recording  secretary;  W. 
B.  Heath,  financial  secretary  and  treasurer. 

EQUITABLE  FRATERNAL  UNION. 

The  Equitable  Fraternal  Union  was  organized  in  Ionia  in  IQ04.  There 
were  twenty  charter  members  of  this  order  and  although  it  has  not  had  a 
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great  growth  it  has  prospered.  The  membership  has  increased  steadily  since 
the  organization  and  now  has  a  total  of  fifty-two.  The  present  officers  are : 
D.  Z.  Brook,  president;  W.  L.  Winchell,  secretary,  and  A.  Z.  Burnett, 

treasurer. 

The  Equitable  Fraternal  I.^nion  No.  304,  of  Belding,  was  organized  on 
December  31,  1903,  with  thirty  charter  members.  This  chapter  was  installed 
onlv  a  short  time  before  the  one  at  Ionia  and  has  received  a  j]frcatcr  support 
than  the  latter  named  chapter.  The  lodt;e  at  Bcldiiii^  has  a  total  membership 
at  present  ot  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  olln:er!>  tor  the  iTrt-sent  year  are: 
Percy  Hanks,  ])re.siUeiit:  Clara  Barlow,  vice-president,  Ernest  Grinnett, 
secretary;  Ralph  Wheeler,  treasurer;  AUce  Grinnelt,  advisor;  Alma  Huntley, 
warden ;  Harry  Wilson,  inner  guard :  Dr.  E.  W.  Little,  Edward  Belding  and 
Charles  Howard,  trustees.  These  are  the  only  chapters  of  this  order  in  Ionia 
county. 

LOYAL  ORDER  OF  MOOSC. 

Ionia  Lodge  No.  998,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  wa«;  orgfanized  in  May, 
1912,  with  seventy  charter  members.  The  hrst  otiticers  ot  this  lodg«  were: 
Anthony  Scully,  dictator;  C.  A  Snyder,  past  dictator:  Clarence  Koerer,  vice^ 
dictator;  ITerUn  i\oss,  prelate;  liatrv  Callow,  treasurer;  M.  G.  Bradley, 
secretary  ;  [  red  Howard,  sergeant-at-arms ;  Harry  Bull,  inner  guard;  Thomas 
Duffy,  outer  guard;  Donald  M.  Steele,  Guy  Cone  and  Frank  R.  Laurie, 
trustees. 

The  officers  of  this  loflge  secured  aoconimodations  at  117-121  South 
SeoMid  street  to  be  used  for  their  place  of  meeting  and  also  fitted  up  the 
dub  rooms  ^vith  furnishings  valued  at  $2,000.  Although  this  lodge  has  only 
been  established  a  little  o\'er  three  years,  it  has  grown  to  be  the  largest  chap- 
ter of  any  lodge  in  Ionia  count)',  with  a  membership  of  seven  hundred.  A 
remarkable  fact  is  that  it  is  still  growit^  and  the  present  officers  are  striving 
to  reach  a  total  of  one  thou'5and  members.  More  than  forty  of  Ionia's 
business  and  professional  men  are  numbered  among  the  members  of  this 
lodge.  It  is  al.so  the  desire  of  the  members  to  erect  a  club  house  and  lodg'e 
rooms  of  their  ouii  w  here  the  bu-^iness.  jjiofessittnal  and  lalnjring  man  may 
meet  to  their  mutual  Ijenetit.  i  his  loiige  has  always  l)eeii  true  to  its  aim 
of  payuig  sick  and  accident  benefits  and  extending  help  and  relief  where 
needed. 

The  benefits  paid  to  members  since  the  organization  of  this  lodge  have 
amounted  to  over  $5,100.  The  cash  on  hand  at  the  present  time  amounts 
to  over  $3,000.   The  present  officers  are:    Anthony  SatUy,  past  dictator; 
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R.  A.  Redemsky,  dictator;  C.  J.  Eckmeter.  vice-dictator;  Herman  Schlosser, 
treasurer;  M,  W.  Kcche,  prelate;  Samuel  Bosch,  sergcant-ajt-amis;  Henry 
Wells,  inside  guard;  Charles  Boug^ey,  outer  guard;  A.  M.  Burnett,  Edmund 
Marshall  and  R.  M.  Cheney,  trustees.  Anthony  Scully  is  deputy  supreme 
dictator. 

ANCIENT  ORDER  OF  GLEANERS. 

The  ^ViiciciiL  Older  of  Gleantrs  vva^  organized  in  September,  1894; 
receiving  its  charter  Ironi  the  state  of  Michigan  one  monlii  later.  Ihe 
founder  of  the  order  was  Grant  H.  Slocum,  the  present  supreme  secretary. 
Of  the  original  incorporators  five  took  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  build> 
ing  the  organization:  Grant  H.  Slocum,  John  M.  Ealy,  Joseph  J.  England, 
B.  F.  Ayres  and  Sherman  F.  Chase.  Of  the  original  incorporators  all  are 
still  members  of  the  supreme  artK>r  with  the  exception  of  B.  F.  Ayres,  who 
was  called  by  death  in  1904.  The  first  six  hundred  members  of  the  organ- 
ization required  by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Michigan  were  secured  among 
the  farmers  residing  in  the  townships  adjacent  to  Caro,  Michigan,  the  birth- 
place of  the  order.  The  fitnds  for  forming  the  organization  were  furnished 
bv  Messrs.  Slocum,  V.:\\v,  F-nj^Hand  nnd  Chase,  and  amounted  to  more  than 
$i,jnr>.  This  amount  was  famed  on  a  note  by  tlicse  gentlemen  tor  seven 
years  ami  nnally  ibmatcd  t()  rhe  organization,  as  it  was  found  that  the  money 
could  not  be  returned  witliouL  hanclicapiang  the  work  of  the  orsijanization. 

The  Gleaner  organization  has  been  a  leader  along  co-operative  hnes 
'and  it  is  generally  considered  to  have  come  nearer  solving  the  marketing 
proUenis  than  has  any  other  organization.  The  Gleaner  Clearing  House 
Association  was  estaUished  in  the  spring  of  1907  and  has  since  been  doing 
business.  During  the  year  1975  more  than  $500,000  worth  of  farm  pro- 
ducts was  handled  through  the  association  direct  from  the  members  of  the 
order.  The  Gleaner  Clearing  House  Association  is  not  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  Ancient  Order  of  Gleaners  with  the  exception  that  onh-  mem- 
bers of  the  Gleaner  organization  can  hold  stock  in  the  association.  Not  one 
dollar  owned  by  the  Gleaner  organization  has  ever  been  or  can  ever  be,  used 
in  conductinij;  the  affairs  of  tbe  (deaner  Clcanng  House  Association.  Plans 
are  already  under  w  ay  lor  bringing  co-operation  closer  home  to  the  individual 
arborb  and  niemliers. 

Along  etiucalioiiai  and  social  lines  the  Gleaner  organization  ha-s  been 
among  the  leaders  and  through  the  federation  of  the  local  arbors  in  connty 
and  state  organizations  the  order  is  in  a  position  to  widd  a  great  influence 
in  the  interest  of  the  agriculturist. 
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The  first  arbor  organized  in  Ionia  coiuity  was  the  Plains  Arbor  No.  24^. 
This  is  located  in  North  Plains  township,  one-fourth  mile  west  of  the  famous 
N.  B.  Hayes  farm  and  orchard  and  three  miles  north  of  Muir.  It  was 
oi:^;amzed  on  September  2,  1897.  with  charier  members  and  officers  as  fol- 
low: H.  M.  Brown,  cliict  gleaner:  John  DeGrarmo,  vice-chief  gleaner;  A. 
M.  Knapj).  secretary  and  treasurer;  C  I'.  Kirhv,  chaplain:  L.  E.  Mook,  con- 
ductor; i'loy  Brown,  ( r>i"l actress ;  Clarern  e  (  olih.  iniit^r  guard;  \\'illiani  Jofin- 
son,  outer  guard.  1  ias  lodge  has  llminslicd  Murc  its  institntu m  and  at 
the  present  time  its  mcinbership  has  reached  over  one  liundred  and  sixty-tive. 
This  lodge  not  only  enjoys  the  distinction  o£  being  the  pioneer  arbor  of  the 
county  but  it  furnished  the  first  all-Gleaner  orchestra  of  seven  pieces  which 
furnished  the  music  for  the  National  Gleaner  Convention  held  in  Toledo,  in 
1914. 

The  present  officers  of  Plains  arbor  are :  M.  C.  Strachan,  chief  gleaner ; 
Emma  Charles,  vice-chief  gleaner ;  Asenath  Chase,  chaplain ;  Ernest  F.  Chase, 
secretary  ami  treasurer;  Charles  Townsend,  conductor;  Ida  Townsend,  con- 
ductress; J.  M.  Chase,  lecturer;  Ford  Naight,  inner  guard,  and  Herbert 
Young,  ottter  guard. 

The  other  arlxirs  of  Tonia  county  are  'i';  tollov-:  We«t  Sebewa  arbor, 
in  Scf>c\\a  township,  14  members;  Portland  arbor,  in  nant)v  township.  54 
menibcrs,  organi/ed  on  January  21,  tooo  :  I'alo  arbor,  in  Ronald  township, 
109  members,  organi/.ed  on  February  1,  iyou;  Woodard  Lake  arbor,  in 
Ronald  township,  25  members,  organized  on  June  28,  IQ04;  Leader  arbor, 
in  Orleans  township,  51  members,  oi^anized  on  March  6,  1900;  Orleans 
arbor,  in  Orleans  township,  46  members;  Shafter  arbor,  in  Otisco  township, 
70  members,  organized  on  /lily  27,  1899:  Olympia  arlior,  in  Otisco  town- 
ship, 77  members,  organized  on  March  18.  1899;  Keene  arbor,  in  Keene 
township,  53  members,  organized  on  September  23.  1898;  Boston  arbor,  in 
Boston  township,  9  members;  Live  arbor,  in  Easton  township,  12S  members, 
organized  on  Mardi  31,  tSqq:  Colhn?  arbor,  in  Portland  township,  21  mem- 
liers,  orsfrtnizefl  on  April  t8.  JQi  r  <  Vane^e  arfK>r,  in  Orange  township,  89 
nieniberv.  or<;anizcd  on  Tnly  1  1.  t8o<k  Berlin  arbor,  in  Omnge  township,  77 
members,  organized  on  November  8,  1901. 

KNIGHTS  AND  LADIES  OF  SECURITY. 

The  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security  was  first  organized  in  this  county 
in  1899,  when  Ionia  Council  No.  660  was  instituted.  This  organization  has 
had  a  very  ra|Md  growth  and  at  present  numbers  one  hundred  and  twelve 
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among  its  active  members.  The  jM-esent  officers  are:  Loyd  Wieiss.  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  DolHe  Kandall  first  vice-president;  Mrs.  Gertrude  Avery,  second 
vice-president;  Mrs.  Ida  Young,  secretary;  Mrs.  Jenny  Avery,  financier; 
Mrs.  Mae  Alspaugh,  chaplain;  Mrs.  Anna  Clark,  conductor;  Mrs.  Anna 
Wood,  warden ;  Fred  Cramer,  sentinel. 

DAUGiirERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 

The  Stevens  'J  horason  AJaaon  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  was  organized  in  Ionia  on  February  13,  1909.  The  charter 
members  were  as  follow:  Mrs.  Eva  M.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Canfield, 
Mrs.  Marion  Morse  Davis,  Mrs.  Marcoa  A.  Hamilton,  Mary  J.  Smith,  Carrie 
S.  liOomis,  Mrs.  Huey  C.  Morse  Yates,  Evangeline  MacKinnon.  Mrs.  Ona 
M.  Hocke,  Mrs.  Louise  Morrison  Waterbury,  Susan  T.  Canfield,  Elizabeth 
M.  Benedict,  Cornelia  A.  Benedict,  Jessie  H.  Benedict,  Maryeth  L.  Barnes, 
Jennie  L,  Wells,  Oliva  Yeomans  Just,  Equna  Arnold,  Marv  O.  Arnold, 
Marion  Ethel  Arnold.  Lulu  C.  Comey,  Grace  C.  Yate,  Harriet  McMuUen, 
Mary  Warner,  Kate  Benedict,  Femeuce  Yeomans,  Marion  Yeomans,  Mar- 
garet Steer,  Lucy  Babcock. 

The  present  memlKTship,  with  the  name  of  ancestor  and  ancestor's 
native  state,  is  given  below: 

Name  Name  Ancestor's 

of  Member  of  Ancestor  Native  State 

Mrs.  Frank  Anderson  (Louise  W.)  John  Handy  Pennsylvania 

Miss  Marion  R.  Arnold  Job  Arnold  Rhode  Island 

Miss  Helen  Baerd  .  Uiiah  Roundy  Vermont 

Mrs  W.  T..  Barnes  (Eva  M.  W.)  Tavemer  Beale  -  Virc^inia 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Barnes  (Marietta  L.)  Job  ArnolH  Rhode  Inland 

Miss  Lucy  Babcock  Geor^r  Ralicuck  Coiinectic-ut 

Mrs.  i^.  T..  Berry  '  T.uht  C.)__  „_Gi(leon  Cornell  Vermont 

Mrs.  Gordon  Benedict  ( Carrie)  —  Luther  Trowbridge  Massachusetts 

Miss  Elizal>eth  Benedict  John  Handy  rennsylvania 

Miss  Cornelia  Benedict  John  Handy  Pennsylvania 

Miss  Kate  Benedict  Samuel  Gordon  Ireland 

Miss  Jessie  Benedict  •  John  Handy  Pennsylvania 

Mrs.  O.  A.  Bierce  (Carrie  H.)  Uriah  Roundy  Vermont 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Bedford  (Grace  1*)-^  John  GoflFe  New  Hampshire 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Canfield  (Mary  L.)  John  Handy  Pennsylvania 
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Name  Name  Ancestor's 

of  Member  of  Ancestor  Native  State 

Miss  Sue  Canfield  John  Handy  Pennsylvania 

Mrs.  H.  R.  Chamberlain  (Mary  Abbey)— Simeon  North  Connecticut 

Miss  Lu  Coney  Fsaac  \'an  Vorheis 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Davis  (Marion  M.)  ]o\m  Morse  Connecticut 

"Miss  Elva  R.  Davis  Isaac  Strong  Vermont 

Miss  Marian  R.  Daniells  Nathaniel  Daniels  Massach!i=;etts 

Miss  Marv  t'jnily  Fish  Asa  (/urney   Massachusetts 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Flater  (Wealthy  Ann)  Conradt  W  ilhelmer — New  York 

Miss  Inez  A.  Francisco   Lamberion  (  ooper  Massachusetts 

Mrs,  J.  J.  Greeii  (Geucvra  VV.)  ^_  William  Armstrong  Ireland 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Hamilton  (Marcia  W.)  Gcoi^  Palmer  Connecticut 

Miss  Ella  Hutchins  Uriah  Roundy  Vermont 

Miss  Jessie  M,  Hutchins  Uriah  Roundy  Vermont 

Miss  Winifred  Hearsey  Gideon  Cornell  Vermont 

Miss  Mary  B,  Jefferds  Jonathan  Brown  Massachusetts 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Lister  (Sarah  S.)  •  .Benjamin  Whitney  Connecticut 

Mrs.  Wm.  Laurie  (Daisy  C.)  Gideon  Cornell  Vermont 

Mrs.  Arthur  Loomis  (Carrie)  Samuel  Dexter  Connecticut 

AJrs.  A.  R.  Locke  fOna  M.)  J'>hn  ^Torse  Connecticut 

Mis^  Fv.mgehne  McKinnon  Tavemer  Beaie  Virs^nnia 

Miss  trlarriet  McMiillen   ;  Job  Arnold  Rhode  Island 

Mrs.  i homas  McGaiinon  ((^live  K.)  Jiustius  Reliamy  Connecticut 

Mrs.  Levi  Marshall  (Addie)  Asa  Heald  Massachusetts 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Montgomery  fAlmerene)  Ichabod  Brown  Connecticut 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Mitchell  (Jessie  L.)  Peter  Anspach  Germany 

Mrs.  Jennie  L.  Nelles  Job  Arnold  Rhode  Island 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Prince  i-Job  Arnold  Rhode  Island 

^frs.  W.  T.  Reminejton  (Jane  R.)  Lemuel  Hubbell  Connecticut 

Miss  Margaret  Steere  Jonah  Steere  Rhode  Island 

Miss  Marjorie  Streeter  .  Jonah  Steere  Rhode  Island 

Mr«;.  K.  R.  Smith  (Mary  ].)  George  Palmer  Connecticut 

Mrs.  K.  R.  Smith.  Jr.  (Alice  Geer)  Jonathan  Cressy  Connecticut 

Mr.s.  H.  C.  TasrJ3:art  (Nora  M.)  -.David  \for<;e   Connecttait 

Mrs.  Frank  Taylor  (Carrie  C.)  Sevcrinus  Koch  New  York 

Mrs.  Benjamin  Vosper  (Lucia)  Vhilip  King  New  \'ork 

Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Willett  Philip  Gilman  Pennsylvania 

Mrs.  (korge  P.  Winchell  (Martha)  Henry  Norton  Connecticut 
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Name 
of  Member 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Yates  (Grace  C.)  

Mrs.  G.  Lee  Yates  (Lucy  M.)  

Miss  Margery  Yeomans  

Mrs,  E.  T.  Yeomans  (Abigail  N.) 


Name  Ancestor's 
of  Ancestor  Native  State 

Isaac  Van  Vorheis 

John  Morse  Connecticut 

Job  Arnold  Rhode  Island 

Richard  Blake  Connecticut 


The  present  officers  rtre :  Regent,  A.  T.  Montgonier)',  vice-regent,  Mrs. 
Florence  Mdkiiinon.  rccurdinj,^  ^  cretary,  Mrs.  H.  R.  Chaml^erlain ;  corre- 
sp<)ii<ling  secretary.  Kate  llcnedict;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Levi  Marshall;  registrar, 
MfN.  Tr.  Lee  dates;  chaplain.  Mrs.  J.  H,  Flaler;  lust  director.  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Hamilton,  second  director,  Marjorie  Streeter;  third  director,  Mrs.  A.  R. 
Locke. 

GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

William  H.  Borden  Post  No.  211,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  was 
organized  in  the  city  of  Ionia  and  the  charter  was  issued  on  December  26, 
1883.  The  quarters  of  this  post  are  located  on  the  second  floor  of  348 
West  Main  street,  where  they  have  been  since  the  organization.  It  is  a 
lamentable  fact  that  the  charter  of  this  post  has  so  faded  that  the  names 
of  the  charter  member?  are  undecipherable.  The  membership  totals  fifty- 
two  of  those  lovnl  veterans  who  fought  so  nobly  in  the  (  i\il  War 

The  present  oftieers  of  ihe  post  are;  W.  E.  Norniington,  commander; 
James  H.  Larlen.  senior  vice-coMimander ;  \>n  l-J^ndall,  junior  vice  rom- 
tnander;  L  Buck,  chaplain;  J.  L.  Fowle,  quartci  master ;  J  H.  Ladca,  patriotic 
instructor;  W.  A.  Woods,  adjutant,  T,.  Q.  Barnard,  cpiarterniaster  sergeant; 
E.  S.  Shattuck,  officer  of  the  day ;  A.  Willard,  officer  of  the  guard. 

M.  W.  DRESSER  POST  NO.  ICO. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  Masonic  hall  in  the  village  of  Lyons  on  Janu- 
ary II.  1883,  a  }X)st  of  the  Grand  Arm^  of  the  Republic  was  organized. 

General  B.  R.  Pierce,  department  commander  of  Michigan,  a.s.sisted 
Captain  Rove,  of  Company  B,  Second  Regiment,  Michigan  .^t.ite  Militia, 
had  chart^e  of  the  ori^anization  and  forty-eight  soldiers  responded  to  tiie 
roll  call  and  were  mustered  into  the  ranks  of  this  post.  It  was  moved  and 
carried  at  thic  initial  meeting  that  the  name  of  the  post  be  M.  W.  Dresser. 
The  following  officers  were  then  dnly  elected  and  served  as  the  first  officers 
ol  tlie  post:   D.  C.  Crawford,  conjmander;  John  R,  Dougherty,  senior  vice- 
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commaiKier ;  1'.  C.  Cutler,  junior  vice-commander ;  T.  Gleason,  quarter- 
master; D,  C.  Spaulding,  sergeant;  J.  O.  Probasco,  officer  of  the  day;  Henry 
Hitchcock,  officer  of  the  guard;  J.  S.  Preston,  chaplain;  A.  E.  Barr  was 
appointed  hy  the  commander  as  adjutant;  John  Ashley  was  ai^ointed  ser- 
geant-major by-  the  adjutant,  and  Thomas  Ranger  was  appointed  quarter- 
master sergearit  by  the  ^quartermaster. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  a  hall  in 
which  to  hold  the  meetings  of  the  post  and  H.  Hitchcock,  D.  C.  Spaulding 
and  J  H  Dougherty  composed  this  committee.  A  motion  was  mnde  and 
carried  that  the  second  meeting  of  the  po'-t  should  be  held  in  the  ATasortic 
hall  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  Jainiarw  iSS"^  There  Ix-iug  no  lurtlier 
busiiu  the  [)ost  w^s  closed  in  due  form  and  the  initial  meeting  was  brought 
to  a  I  Iii^c.  This  post  flotirished  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  at  one  time  had 
thr  IarL;csi  lucniljcrship  ot  any  post  in  the  county.  At  tlie  greatest  pros- 
peril)  this  post  numbered  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  members,  but  death 
and  pecuniary  reasons  have  reduced  the  ranks  so  that  at  the  present  time  it 
numbers  only  eighteen. 

The  present  officers  are:  C.  W.  Lung,  post  commander;  Michael 
Couty,  senior  vice-commander;  John  Ashley,  junior  vice-commander;  B.  H. 
Stevens,  chaplain;  F.  T.  Gleason,  quartermaster;  William  Croel,  officer  of 
the  day;  John  A.  Dalzell,  ofTicer  of  the  guard;  Ransom  Howe,  sergeant;  A. 
S.  Brunnell,  adjutant;  Simon  Newhouse,  sergeant  major;  J.  O.  Probasco, 
((uartermaster  sergeant. 

DAN  S.  ROOT  POST  NO.  1 26. 

Dan  S.  Root  Post  No.  126,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  organ- 
ize<l  at  Belding  on  April  14,  1883,  with  the  following  charter  members: 
Z.  W.  Gooding,  E.  S.  Moulton,  Clark  W.  Wakeman,  Hawley  M.  Cotton, 
Jasper  S.  Gage,  Andrew  Curtis,  John  W.  Cooper,  S.  Z.  Dunkca,  Milton  J. 
Holcomb,  Wilbur  H.  I^cke,  Fred  Jjounds,  Frank  R.  Chase,  W.  R.  Olds, 
George  A.  Hanks,  Michael  Zahn,.  George  B.  Fish,  A.  H.  Mocm^,  Oscar  A. 
Day  and  Charles  Brown.    Frank  R  Chase  was  the  first  commander. 

The  present  otticcrs  of  the  post  are:  Frank  R.  Chase,  commander; 
JefT  C.  (iodfrey,  senior  vice-commander;  Mattliew  Kahn,  junior  vice-com- 
niander;  George  A.  Hanks,  surgeon;  Hdgar  L.  Bernz,  quartermaster;  H.  A. 
\\  aklron.  chaplain;  John  \\ .  Cooper,  officer  of  the  day;  Eli  Hanks,  officer 
of  the  guard;  M.  L.  Howe,  patriotic  instructor;  W.  R.  Olds,  adjutant,  B. 
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F.  Bowen,  sergeant-major  and  quartermaster  sergeant.   The  post  now  has 
real  and  personal  property  worth  $1,060. 

ZIIAT  F.  CLARK  POST  NO.  1 53. 

Hiai  1*.  Clark  Post  Xo.  153,  Grand  Amiy  o£  the  Republic,  was  organ* 
ized  on  January  26,  1885,  at  Saianac.  There  were  twentj -one  charter  mem- 
bers, as  follow :  E.  P.  Gilford.  B.  A.  Cotton,  G.  B.  Wilson,  William  Rem- 
dick,  H.  A.  Hatan,  W.  R.  Sayles,  W.  E.  Wandruff,  N.  T.  Hubbell,  R.  E. 
Arthur,  E.  teller,  H.  Case,  A.  D.  McConnell,  R.  S.  Hines,  S.  Hines,  G. 
Phillips,  John  Morehouse,  G.  £.  Wherlock,  F.  T.  Haskins,  Devila  Bishop, 
Isaac  ChatAeld  and  H.  B.  Savensteve.  Of  whcMn  the  following  are  now 
living:  G.  B.  Wilson,  W.  R.  Sayles,  N.  T.  Hubbell,  R.  S.  Hines,  F.  T. 
Haskins,  Isaac  Chatfiekl  and  H.  B.  Savensteve. 

I'hc  roll  call  ofilcers  for  the  first  year  vrere  as  follow:  Commander, 
E.  P.  GiA'ord;  senior,  vice-commander,  B.  A.  Cotton;  junior  vice-com- 
mander, G.  B.  Wilson;  surgeon,  W.  E.  "Woodruff;  officer  of  the  day,  Will- 
iam Rmiiiiick;  oftiter  of  the  guard.  W.  R.  Sayles;  chaplani,  H.  A.  Harlen; 
instructor,  C.  G  llulihell;  ndjutani.  R.  E.  Arthur;  sergeant  major,  A.  E. 
W'lieelack;  quailcnnaster  scri:faiit.  K.  }'.  l  laskins. 

Names  of  comrades  since  the  < irgaaizalion  of  the  post:  James  Pern- 
lick,  E.  H.  Warden,  W.  M.  Cant,  J.  A.  Quant,  B.  E.  Hess,  li.  dluhtcr,  J. 
Woodruff,  John  Greaves,  A,  Pirhani,  J.  King,  William  Fitzleans,  F.  F. 
Thompson,  G.  W.  Chipman,  Alex  Sprague,  E.  Paunsand,  A.  Wellman,  Z. 
Hull,  J.  Converse,  K.  R.  Olmstead,  C.  H.  l*hillips,  G.  A.  Paltz,  E.  Hull, 
P.  Taylor,  S.  W.  H.  Morrison,  G.  Leary,  R.  Vasper,  J.  Patrick,  S.  W. 
Smith,  H.  H.  Power,  A.  F.  Summer,  M.  Fitzgibbons,  C.  Smith,  C.  Herring- 
ton,  J.  Dunberry,  J.  Faulks,  W,  O.  SiWe,  S.  Sible,  A.  Youngs,  E.  M.  Guern- 
sey, J.  Green,  D.  G.  Shummey,  J.  Taylor,  J.  Steele,  C.  E.  Mason,  J.  P. 
Anderson,  J.  Waller,  S.  Hart,  J.  T.  Livermore,  A.  Dunn,  P.  Mullen,  W.  Z. 
Bull,  J.  A.  Lacher,  P.  Abbott,  F.  J.  Spencer.  J.  H.  Mills.  A.  J.  Raymer, 
D.  Walen,  O.  H.  Brunder,  J.  Buxton,  J.  Leish.  J.  T.  Canright,  G.  W.  Leart, 
A  C.  Cruff.  F.  E.  Hart,  W.  Hindcrliter,  M.  Tanner,  C.  C.  Radis,  A.  A. 
Walter,  V.  C.  W^atTcins,  G.  Houseman,  Peter  Overman.  E  Walkins,  W.  H. 
Davenport,  W'.  Gates,  J.  A.  We\'nant.  j.  A.  Aldrich,  S.  S.  Wlieeler.  G.  Dins- 
more.  J.  M.  Diher,  A.  S.  Qncnt,  S.  Hart.  H.  C.  Crijthcrs,  S.  L.  Halliburker, 
G.  1-^insmore,  J.  M.  Diber.  J.  P.  Gould,  A.  E.  Tucker,  P.  W.  Martin,  L.  E. 
Church.  John  Miller,  A.  Sisca,  S.  E.  Bevier.  E.  Landcrx  ,  v\ .  Gibean,  H. 
English,  E.  D.  Sargeajit,  J.  Bolster,  J.  Sines,  D.  K.  Pruin.  William  Hines, 
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S.  Day,  S.  Sccr,  R.  Trans.  M.  M.  Johnson,  McArthur,  S.  L.  Pickins,  A. 
Ketchum,  A.  Abbitt,  A.  W.  Knee,  P.  Pinkey,  H.  C.  Meyers,  C.  W.  Hall,  E. 
Lewis,  Percy  i^avey,  John  J.  Capple,  William  Case  and  S.  S.  Linamore. 

The  officers  at  the  present  time  are  as  follow:  Commander,  James 
Reindicke:  senior  vice-commander,  S.  E.  Pkkcns;  junior  vice-comniamler, 
T.  W.  Wilson;  quartermaster,  X.  P.  Hubbell;  officer  of  the  day,  C.  T.  Tan- 
ner: officer  of  the  cfviarcl,  C.  G.  Lawrey;  chaplain,  S.  R.  Curtis;  patriotic 
instructor,  A.  1*.  Hart;  adjutant,  C.  H.  Brudes;  quartermaster-sergeant,  M. 
J^wrey. 

JOHM  Mf^GARRAli  POUT  NO.  J  32. 

John  Megarrah  Post  No.  132.  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Port- 
land, was  organized  on  April  24,  1883,  with  Jonas  Ackley,  Milton  Sawyer, 
Joseph  Warren,  Franklin  Roe.  J.  C.  Clark,  Henry  Rinebolt,  Henry  Rum- 
ball,  William  P.  Shay,  \V.  H.  Howard,  Hozial  Horner,  Benjamin  Balder- 
son,  I-orin  Jenkins,  William  Budd,  James  Saycrs,  Stephen  Drum,  A.  O. 
Stone,  Charles  Hastin.i^s.  M.  1^.  Kenyon,  James  Frazee,  Francis  Coy,  John 
W.  Klotz  and  C.  W.  Shelby  as  charter  members.  The  post  has  forty-three 
!nenil)crs  at  the  present  time  nnd  owns  property  valued  at  $98.17.  It  also 
has  two  anxiliar\-  hodies,  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  the  Ladies  of  the 
Grand  Army  ot  the  l^epiiWic. 

Tilt-  j)re>ent  uflicers  oi  the  jX)st  are  as  follow  :  John  W.  Klot^,  com- 
mander; ilenry  Lose),  .senior  vice-couimander;  George  Friend,  junior  vice- 
commander;  H.  W.  Holcombe,  adjutant;  Jason  D.  Woodbury,  quartermas- 
ter :  Seth  Munger.  surgeon ;  W.  G.  Miner,  chaplain ;  John  Van  Horn,  officer 
of  the  day;  Kmory  C.  Fox,  patriotic  instructor;  Samuel  S.  Sleight,  outer 
guard;  Vinson  Taylor,  quartermaster-sergeant.  John  Megarrah  post  meets 
on  the  first  and  third  Saturdays  of  each  month  at  Blanchard's  hall 

woman's  reurf  corps. 

Dan  S.  ivoot  Woman's  Relief  Corps  No.  175,  auxiliary  to  Dan  S.  Root 
Post  No.  126,  of  Belding,  was  organized  on  April  22,  1889.  The  following 
are  the  charter  members  and  first  officers:  Betsy  Ptlkins,  president;  Har- 
riet Laske.  secretary;  F.  L.  Berry,  treasurer;  Lizzie  Milland,  conductor; 
Martha  M.  Ciooding,  Hattie  K,  Cha.se,  Rva  Bowen.  Gmerette  Bradish,  Ella 
M.  Granger,  Gertrude  E.  Olds,  Martha  Skellengen,  Wate  A.  Kohn.  I^aura 
.Autliff  and  Sarah  Slayton. 

The  present  officers  are:   F-ttic  A.  Chase,  president;  Zada  Case,  senior 
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vice-president;  Klvira  Waldron,  junior  vice-president;  Mary  E.  H.  Coville, 
secretary;  May  Little,  treasurer;  Leona  Howe,  chaplain;  Mary  Skellengen 
conductor:  Latecia  Currie,  guard:  Marie  Johnson,  patriotic  instructor. 

M.  W.  DKESSER  WOMAN 's  RELIEF  CORPS. 

M.  W.  Drciser  Wonan's  Relief  Corps  No.  ju  was  instituted  in  Lyons, 
Michigan,  May  20,  i8qi,  by  J-ois  J.  Dunn,  deputy  junior  vice-president. 
There  were  thirty-two  charter  members  and  the  first  officers  were  as  follow : 
Ruth  Liuig,  president;  Belle  Manning,  senior  vice-president;  Ella  Cook, 
junior  vice-president;  Melissa  I>ougherty.  secretary;  Mary  Marsh,  treasurer; 
Ella  King,  conductor;  Myra  McQuillen,  assistant  conductor;  Lizzie  Gleason, 
guanl;  Jvlisa  Edwards,  assistant  guard;  .Addie  Crittenden,  chaplain. 

The  present  officers  of  the  corps  are :  Marian  Billings,  president ;  Eme- 
Hnc  Cro\\ell,  senior  vice-president;  Thursa  Howe,  junior  vice-president; 
Mary  Welch,  chaplain;  Susie  Lung,  secretary;  Mary  Duhig,  treasitrer;  Vera 
Steadman,  conductor;  Pearl  Powell,  assistant  conductor:  Mary  Marsh,  guard; 
Marietta  Spencer,  assistant  guard;  Grace  Sage,  first  color  bearer;  Kate 
Smith,  second  color  bearer:  Myrtle  Bnrcb.  third  color  Ix'arer;  Jennie  Far!, 
ffn^rth  color  he. kt:  Mary  Ivixnn.  patriotic  in.structor;  Lillian  Grant,  press 
coi  respondent ;  Pearl  Upton,  musician. 

DAUGTl'tEHS  OF  VETERANS. 

Clam  Barton  Post  No.  7,  Daughters  of  Veterans,  was  organized  on 
April  5,  1915,  with  the  following  charter  members  and  first  officers:  Hattie 
Currie.  ])resident;  Blanche  Kckles.  senior  vice-president;  -Melissa  Cobb,  guide; 
Bessie  Shepard,  first  color  bearer;  Marina  Conkell,  chaplain;  Ada  Fowler, 
patriotic  instructor;  Helen  Randal,  treasurer;  Ellen  Everhart,  junior  \ice 
president;  Dora  E^'erhart.  second  color  ii^earer;  Anna  Cole,  third  meinl>er 
coniuil;  Anna  Parent;  Nora  Wise,  .secretary:  \(h  Cobb,  assistant  guar<l ; 
l  .cali  Mcintosh,  ^nard ;  May  Choate.  third  color  Ix^arer;  \\'ealtha  Sparka; 
Jeniiit  W  hitney,  fourth  color  bearer;  Minnie  Gettings;  Cora  Greene,  first 
menil>er  council ;  Hattie  \^  arner. 

The  present  officers  are;  Nora  Wise,  president;  Ellen  Everhart,  senior 
vice-president;  Leah  Mcintosh,  junior  vice-president;  Mavina  Conkell,  chap- 
lain: tlelen  Randall,  treasurer;  Hattie  Currie,  first  member,  council ;  Anna 
Cole,  second  member  council;  Hattie  Warner,  third  member  council;  Ada 
Fowler,  patriotic  instructor;  Anna  Parent,  secretary;  Ida  Cobb,  guide;  Me- 
lissa Cobb,  guard. 
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SONS  OF  VETERANS. 

Frank  R.  Chase  Camp  No.  25,  Sons  of  Veterans,  was  organized  with 
the  following  charter  members  and  flrst  officers:  Commander,  Harvey  H. 
Currie;  senior  vice-commander,  Roy  Ring;  junior  vice-commander,  Alex 
Kelly;  patriotic  instructor,  William  H.  Malone;  camp  council,  A.  V.  Batche- 
lor,  chairman;  Elmer  C.  Wise,  E.  O.  Hildebrand;  chaplain,  Leo  Foreman; 
color  bearer,  O.  J.  Collier:  guide,  E.  O.  Hildebrand:  musician,  Frank  H. 
Davis;  inner  guard,  Bert  Hr)ug1i;  outer  guard,  Ralph  Johnson;  treasurer, 
A.  Merton  Eaves;  secretary,  I   M  Lang-ston. 

The  present  officers  art-,  t JonuijaiulcT,  William  H.  Malone;  senior  vice- 
coniniander,  S.  A.  Collier;  junior  vice-r* »mman(ler.  Vcrn  Davis;  i>atriotic 
instructor,  Roy  Rniji^;  camp  council,  Elnui  ij.  Wise,  Llyde  Coo{»er,  ().  J- 
Collier;  chaplain,  Elmer  C.  Wise;  coloi  I^earer.  Charles  R.  Case;  guide, 
Ralph  Johnson;  musician,  Frank  H.  Davis;  niner  guard,  Bert  Hough;  outer 
guard,  John  Mchny;  treasurer,  A.  Merton  Eaves;  secretary,  Frank  E.  Col- 
lier. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

EDUCATION,  SCHOOLS  AND  TEACHERS. 

The  educational  chapter  of  Ionia  county  deals  with  one  of  the  most 
important  factors  in  the  development  of  this  county.    The  forefathers  nit 

the  trails  and  made  the  initial  steps  in  the  settlement  of  the  county  and  the 
citizens  of  the  present  day  with  good  roads,  advanced  modes  of  travel  and 
machinery,  rcaij  the  benefits  of  Ihcir  nnliriiig-  etiorts.  All  of  this  effort  on 
their  jiarT  has  retiectcci  itself  in  the  present  day  man;,-  time?,  hut  these  noble 
loretaihers  did  a  tar  i^roater  work  in  ])ri)\KhMg  the  une-ruum  log  school 
house  wliicli  was  the  foundation  oi  the  inudern  school  system.  The  present 
schools,  which  are  equipped  with  every  modem  convenience  and  niclude  in 
the  curriculum  every  subject  possible  to  make  the  student  broader  and  equip 
him  so  that  he  may  step  out  in  this  world  able  to  deal  with  the  problems  and 
questions  of  the  day,  have  been  built  up  through  many  years  of  patient 
labor  on  the  foundation  of  the  educational  system  which  was  laid  in  the  one- 
room  log  school  house.  The  history  of  some  of  these  early  schools  is  here 
presented : 

BERLIN. 

The  annual  ■^choo!  report  of  Rerh'n  township  for  1848  testified  tiiat 
there  were  twenty-nine  scholars  in  district  No.  2.  fortv-two  in  No.  3,  and 
thirty-four  in  No.  4.  The  aiJiieiriioniiient  of  primary  .school  fund  was  seven- 
teen dollars.  Of  that  amount  .No.  1  received  $2.92:  No.  2,  $3.45:  No.  3, 
$6.37;  No.  4,  $3.85.  The  distribution  of  military  money  gave  $6.41  to  No. 
2 ;  to  No.  3,  $6.66;  to  No.  4,  $7.50. 

The  number  of  school  children  in  the  township  for  1849  was  as  fol> 
low:  District  No.  i,  23;  No.  2,  28;  No.  3,  56;  No.  4,  33;  total,  140.  The 
annual  report  for  1856  gave  two  hundred  and  eighty- four  as  the  total  num- 
ber of  scholars,  seven  as  the  number  of  districts,  and  $149.04  as  the  amount 
of  money  divided. 

BOSTON. 

The  first  school  in  Boston  township  was  taught  in  Timothy  White's 
house  in  the  siunmer  of  1838  by  Sarah  Alden,  sister  to  Timothy  White's 
(22) 
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wife.  Mrs.  Becket  Chapman  says  she  went  to  school  to  Miss  Alden  at  J.  B. 
Tallant's  in  the  winter  of  1838-39,  but  that  after  her  father  found  wolf 
tracks  following  her  path  home  he  concluded  that  she  had  better  not  j^o  to 
school  any  more.  l*he  scholars  in  that  scho<^  included  du  rushman  children, 
daughters  of  Mrs.  James  M.  Tatlant,  whose  hrst  husl>anU  was  a  Cushman. 

The  first  school  house  was  built  in  November.  1838,  on  section  20  Tt 
occupied  land  owned  by  James  Hulchin'^'on,  then  an  absentee,  and  in  it  the 
lirst  school  was  taught  by  Susan  Ann  Churt  h.  who  latt  r  l>t;canie  Mrs.  Ell>- 
ridge  Williams.  School  was  heid  in  that  structure  until  1810,  when  Kdson 
Eng^Hsh.  then  a  ncwcouier  tu  lioston,  Ijoughi  the  HutcliinM>u  pi.ice.  and  no 
iitle  to  ihc  school  house  site  having  been  issued  to  the  town,  Mr.  English 
naturally  claimed  possession  ol  it.  He  moved  his  family  into  the  school 
house,  occupying  it  as  his  first  residence  in  Boston.  After  he  took  possession, 
however,  he  built  at  his  own  expense,  an  addition,  in  which  school  and  meet- 
ings were  held  for  some  time. 

While  it  was  used  by  the  town  the  old  log  school  house  was  also  the 
temple  wherein  the  people  gathered  for  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  Methodists 
and  Baptists  met  there  whenever  they  coqld  secure  preaching. 

CAMPBELL. 

.^ciiuol  diatiict  No.  I.  in  Campbell  township,  inchtded  originally  sec- 
tions 2,  II,  14,  3.  10  and  15.  On  October  24,  1849,  sections  9,  22  and  13 
were  added.  On  November  6.  1852,  section  13  was  detached  and  section  12 
substituted.  School  district  No.  2  was  formed  on  March  14,  1854,  of  sec- 
tions 19.  20,  21,  28,  and  the  north  halves  of  29  and  30.  On  March  20, 
1855,  No.  2  was  changed  to  No.  3.  A  new  No.  i  was  organized  on  March 
20,  1855,  and  consisted  of  sections  i,  12,  13,  14,  it  and  2,  excepting  the  west 
half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  11.  There  was  also  added  the 
northeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  and  the  southeast  quarter  of  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  3.  On  the  same  day  a  new  No.  2  was  formed 
of  sections  3.  to,  TfJ,  22,  4.  9,  16.  and  the  west  half  of  the  southwest  quarter 
of  section  ri  (excei)t  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  r|aarter  of  the 
latter)  and  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  nt  section  3. 

District  No.  4  was  fon-ne<i  on  \^nv  t^.  1856.  ot  sectinns  5.  6,  7,  8,  17. 
18.  the  west  half  of  .section  4,  the  west  half  of  the  northwest  (|uarter  of 
section  9,  the  southwest  c|uarter  of  section  9.  the  northwest  (juarter  of  sec- 
tion 16,  the  .southwest  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  .section  i6,  and  the 
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south  half  of  section  i6.  except  the  south  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of 
said  section  i6. 

District  No.  5  was  foniietl  on  August  20,  1856,  of  the  south  half  ot 
section  22,  and  the  south  half  of  section  23,  the  south  half  of  section  24,  and 
all  of  sections  27,  2O,  25,  24.  34,  35.  36. 

District  No.  6.  of  Campbell  and  Odessa,  was  formed  on  May  4,  l858» 

containing  sections  24.  25,  36,  of  Campl^ll,  and  sections  19,  30,  31  and  the 
west  halves  of  sections  20,  2q  and  33,  in  Odessa. 

DAN  BY. 

The  Brst  .«K;hool  taught  in  Danby  township  was  held  in  a  rickety  board 
shanty  on  section  28,  about  1841  or  1842.  The  building  was  put  up  for  a 
church  as  much  as  for  a  school,  and  although  a  pretty  poor  affair,  did  very 
well  for  religious  and  educational  purposes  until  a  better  one  could  be  pro* 
vided-  The  first  school  teacher  was  Hester  Ann  David,  daughter  of  Alpha 
David.   She  married  David  Soulcs  and  later  lived  in  Portland. 

School  district  Ko.  t  in  Danby  wa.«^  erected  on  November  i,  1845,  out 
of  the  district  formcrlv  knovv'n  as  No.  7,  of  Portland,  and  was  dcscrihed  as 
coiniuciicing  at  the  north  quarter  post  of  sertion  .:■■(:):  rimirni:;'  tlu'iicc  ^rnilh  two 
miles;  ihcnce  east  three  miles  u>  ihe  soutli  quarter  ]hisi  ol  section  35:  thence 
north  to  the  Grand  river,  and  thence  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
District  No.  7,  as  aforesaid,  wa^-  t^'niied  uu  February  24,  1844,  and  the  first 
district  meeting  ordered  to  be  held  ai  the  house  of  John  Compton. 

District  No.  2  was  organized  on  June  6,  1846.  Its  limits  began  at  the 
west  comer  of  section  19;  ran  thence  south  three  miles ;  thence  east  two  miles ; 
thence  north  to  the  Grand  river;  thence  along  the  Grand  river  to  the  north  line 
of  section  19;  thence  west  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

District  No.  3  was  formed  on  November  3,  1849,  to  commence  at  the 
northeast  comer  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  i,  on  the  Ginton  county 
line,  and  to  run  thence  westward  two  miles  to  the  northwest  comer  of  the 
south  qttarter  post  of  section  2;  thence  south  to  the  Grand  river,  thence  fol- 
lowing the  Grand  river  to  the  county  line  east,  and  thence  north  to  the  place 
of  beginning. 

'    In  1849  the  apportionment  of  the  primary  school  interest  fund  gave  to 

district  Xo.  i.  with  thirty-six  scholars,  $11.87;  ^^'^  district  No.  2,  with 
thirteen  children,  $4.29.  School  district  No.  4,  was  formed  on  September  2, 
1854.  .  The  limits  began  at  the  (irand  ri\xr  where  the  section  line  crosses  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  9,  and  extended  east  to  the  northeast  comer  of 
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section  lo;  thence  south  to  the  east  quarter  post  of  section  15;  thence  west 
to  the  center  of  section  15;  thence  south  to  the  south  quarer  post  of  section 
15;  thence  west  to  the  Grand  river;  thence  along  down  the  said  river  to  the 
quarter  line  of  section  21 ;  thence  west  on  the  quarter  line  to  the  Grand  river, 
and  thence  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

EASTON. 

Thomas  Chamberlain,  perhaps  the  first  school  teacher  in  Easton  town* 
ship,  taught  in  a  Ic^  house  at  what  is  known  as  Strong's  Corners.  He  was 
a  small  man,  but  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and  in  the  language  of  one  who  knew 
him,  "could  thrown  any  man  of  his  weight  in  the  town/'  His  rigorous  way 
of  dealing  with  refractory  pupils  brought  him  into  disfavor  with  parents  who 
had  boys  of  that  character.  Dexter  Arnold,  in  particular,  was  opposed  to  the 
discipline  exercised  over  his  boys,  and  at  his  instigation  a  school  meeting 
was  called  to  pass  upon  charges  of  severity  to  pupils  brought  against  Cham- 
berlain. At  the  meting  Arnold  grew  somewhat  excited  and  charged  Cham- 
herlam  with  beinpf  a  I>ull-do^.  only  to  bite  and  hang;  on,  to  which  Chamberlain 
publicly  answered  him:  "Yes,  I  am;  and  you  can't  shake  mc  off  either." 
The  majority  of  the  persons  at  the  meeting  strong^ly  sustained  Chamberlain 
and  indorsing  him  as  a  capable  and  correct  teacher,  dismissed  the  charges, 
much  to  Arnold's  chagrin  and  the  corresponding  triumph  of  the  pedagogue. 

On  Se[)temlx'r  22,  1843,  school  inspectors  divided  the  township  into 
sdiool  districts  as  follow:  District  No.  2,  composed  of  sections  17,  18,  19, 
20,  29,  30  and  the  south  halves  of  sections  7  and  8  and  so  much  of  sections 
31  and  32  as  lay  north  of  the  Grand  river;  No.  3,  composed  of  sections  3,  4, 
5,  6,  9,  10,  the  west  halves  of  sections  2  and  1 1  and  the  north  halves  of  sec- 
tions 7  and  8. 

Although  nothing  is  said  in  the  records  about  the  formation  of  district 
No.  I,  the  presumption  is  that  No.  i  embraced  die  portions  of  the  township 
unnamed  in  the  foregoing.  On  July  8,  1844,  a  new  school  district,  called 
district  No.  i,  was  formed,  and  was  composed  of  sections  15,  14,  24,  23,  the 
south  half  of  section  12,  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  1 1  and  so  much  of 
sections  25  and  26  as  lay  north  of  Grand  river. 

On  June  3.  1846,  the  inspector's  report  set  forth  that  the  numl>er  of 
scholars  in  district  No.  i  was  40;  in  No.  2,  the  number  was  34,  and  28  in  No.  3. 
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KEENE. 

The  first  school  taui^ht  111  Kccne  township  was  held  in  a  sixty-dollar 
school  house  on  section  23.  by  Ruth  Hunt,  a  daughter  of  William  Runt,  of 
Lyons.  Just  when  the  scho' i]  ofM^ned  dof  s  not  seem  to  l;e  rememliered  by  liv- 
nig  pioneeri,,  hut  it  was  probably  not  until  1842.  lor  according  lo  the  recol- 
lection of  Ephraini  Abbott  there  was  no  need  of  a  scliool  before  that  time 
since  there  were  no  children  in  that  town.  In  1845  the  people  of  the  town 
concluded  to  use  for  other  purposes  the  usual  annual  appropriation  on  behalf 
of  public  education,  for  an  entry  in  the  town  records  under  date  of  April  6^ 
1845,  reads:   *^oted  to  raise  no  money  for  the  support  of  public  schools." 

The  first  meeting^  of  the  school  inspectors  was  held  on  April  12,  1842, 
at  the  house  of  Allen  Day,  when,  after  appointing  Simon  Heath  diairman^ 
tiie  board  adjourned.  At  the  next  meeting  the  west  half  of  section  27  was 
taken  from  school  district  No  3  and  annexed  to  district  No.  5.  On  June 
13,  1842,  the  inspectors  detached  section  25  from  district  No.  3  and  attached 
it  to  district  NTo.  4.  Under  the  same  date  notice  is  made  of  the  fact  that  the 
school  districts  in  the  town  were  district  No.  3,  including  sections  25,  26,  27, 
34,  33.  36:  district  No  4,  including  sections  13,  14,  15,  22,  23  and  24;  district 
No.  5  including  sections  28.  20  rind  30,    On  A;:)ri1  ir,  the  inspectors 

formed  district  No.  I,  and  descrd)ed  it  as  bcg^inning  at  the  southwest  corner 
of  section  30;  ruinnng  south  to  the  south  hne  of  the  town:  thence  east  with 
the  line  of  the  town  to  the  ea-t  line  of  section  31 :  thence  north  to  the  south- 
east comer  of  section  29,  and  thence  to  the  place  uf  beginning. 

The  annual  report  of  the  school  inspectors  dated  on  October  li,  1845, 
gave  the  following:  District  No.  4,  fifty-eight  children;  district  No.  5,  forty 
children.  In  district  No.  4,  Samuel  Case  was  the  teacher  and  received  $10.94 
for  one  month's  teaching.  Thomas  Congdon  taught  six  months  in  district 
No.  5  and  received  $50.  •  •*».  .4 

District  No.  6,  formed  on  January  21,  1846,  included  the  west  half  of 
section  36,  the  whole  of  section  35,  the  east  half  of  section  34,  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  34^  the  south  half  of  section  33,  the  south  half  of  section 
26  and  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  27,  in  town  7,  and  the  north  half  of 
section  4  and  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  3,  m  town  6. 

On  May  2,  1846,  the  school  inspectors  recorded  district  No.  i  as  contain* 
ing  sections  13,  14,  15,  22,  23,  24  and  25,  the  northeast  qtiarter  of  section  26^ 
the  northwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  26  ■  No  2,  as  con- 
taining the  territory  ascribed  to  No.  i,  formed  on  April  11,  1844,  ^d  No.  4, . 
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tile  west  half  of  section  36,  the  whole  of  section  35,  the  ea>i  lialf  ot  section 
34,  the  southwest  quarter  o£  section  34,  the  south  half  of  section  33,  and  the 
east  half  of  the  east  half  of  section  26. 

LYONS. 

District  No.  T,  in  Lyons  to\\'nsh!p — commencing-  at  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  8,  in  town  7  north,  range  5  west;  running^  thence  south  to  the 
southeast  turner  oi  ijcctiua  2Q  ;  thence  west  on  the  section  line  to  the  south- 
west corner  of  .section  26;  thence  north  to  the  northwest  comer  of  section  ir 
(the  lust  two  boundaries  Ix'gin  111  town  7  north,  range  6  west) ;  thence  east  to 
the  place  of  beginiung  in  town  7  north,  range  5  west. 

District  No.  2 — commencing  at  the  northeast  comer  of  section  28 ;  thence 
south  to  the  south  quarter  post  of  section  26;  thence  east  to  the  county  line; 
thence  south  to  the  southeast  comer  of  section  13,  in  town  6  north,  range  5 
west;  thence  west  to  the  south  quarter  post  of  section  17;  thence  north  to  the 
north  quarter  post  of  section  32,  in  town  7  north,  range  5  west;  thence  east 
to  the  northeast  comer  of  section  32,  and  thence  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

District  No.  3— commencing  on  the  south  line  of  section  4,  on  the  east 
side  of  Grand  river,  in  town  5  north,  range  5  west;  thence  east  to  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  22,  in  town  6  north,  range  5  west ;  thence  west  to  the  Grand 
river;  thence  following  said  river  southerly  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

District  No.  4 — commencinsf  at  the  northwest  comer  of  section  22,  in 
town  7  north,  range  3  west;  thence  easi  on  section  line  to  the  connty  line; 
thence  south  on  section  line  to  tlie  east  corner  post  on  section  30;  thence  west 
on  quarter  line  so  as  to  include  the  east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  35;  thence  west  so  as  to  niclude  the  west  half  of  the  .southeast  quarter 
of  section  27;  thence  west  to  the  northwest  corner  of  section  27 ,  thence  north 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

District  No.  5— commencing  on  the  east  line  of  Ionia  county,  where  the 
Maple  river  crosses  the  same ;  thence  south  on  said  line  to  the  southeast  corner 
of  section  13,  in  town  7  north,  range  5  west;  thence  west  on  section  line  to 
Stony  creek;  thence  down  said  creek  to  the  junction  of  the  same  with  the 
Maple  river ;  thence  up  said  Maple  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  annual  school  report  dated  October,  1839,  presented  but  partially 
complete  statistics  from  three  districts  and  nothing  satisfactory  cati  he  quoted. 
The  books  then  in  use  in  the  schools  were  DaboU's,  Adams',  Smith's  and 
Coltyum's  arithmetics;  Woodbury's,  Olney's  and  Smith's  geographies;  "Ele- 
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metitary  Spelling  Book,"  Smith's  and  Kirkham's  grammars,  and  "£nglish" 
and  "National"  readers. 

June  9, 1838,  district  No.  6  was  organized  and  was  thus  bounded :  Com" 
mencing  where  the  east  line  of  section  15  crosses  Stony  creek;  thence  south 
to  the  east  quarter  post  of  section  27;  thence  west  to  the  Grand  river;  thence 
down  said  river  to  the  quarter  post  line  of  section  20;  thence  north  to  the 
Maple  river;  thence  up  Maple  river  to  Stony  creek  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

On  October  23,  1839,  district  No.  7  was  set  oflF  with  boundaries  as  fol- 
low: Commencmg  at  the  center  of  section  27:  thence  south  on  the  quarter- 
line  to  the  south  qu.irlcr  po^t  of  section  34 ;  thence  west  on  section  line  to  the 
Grnnfl  river  ;  tht-nce  down  .said  r'n  er  tn  the  quarter  Une  rmmn;^  east  and  west 
thrnus^h  >ct  ti<jns  27  and  -^8;  thence  east  to  the  place  o£  beginning,  town  7 
nortli,  range  5  west. 

The  township  includes  now  eight  full  and  two  fractional  districts.  The 
total  enumeration  is  805,  the  average  attendance  645,  the  value  of  school 
property  $11,050,  and  the  wages  paid  to  teachers  $3,801.  There  is  a  graded 
school  at  Lyons  containing  four  rooms,  capable  of  seating  300  scholars.  The 
average  attendance  is  210.  Muir  has  likewise  a  graded  school,  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  upwards  of  200. 

NORTH  PLAINS. 

The  first  school  house  erected  in  Xoith  Plains  township  w;is  a  shanty 
which  lieclor  Hayes  built  on  his  place  for  his  hired  man,  Valentine  Lewis, 
and  the  first  school  teacher  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Sangster,  a 
Baptist  preacher  of  Orleans.  In  that  same  shanty  school  was  taught  after 
Miss  Sangster's  time  by  Mary  Lovell,  Amos  Foster  and  Jane  Backer. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  school  inspectors  on  May  4,  1844,  the  several  school 
districts  and  parts  of  districts  previously  districts  in  Lyons,  but  included  in 
town  8  north,  range  5  west,  were  rearranged  and  renumbered  as  districts  in 
North  Plains  as  follow:  District  No.  12  to  be  district  No.  i,  commencing 
at  the  center  of  section  16 ;  thence  running  south  to  the  north  quarter  post  of 
section  33;  thence  west  to  the  south  quarter  post  of  section  33;  thence  west 
to  the  south  quarter  post  of  section  20 :  thence  north  to  the  center  of  said 
section  29 ;  thence  west  to  the  west  quarter  post  ot  section  .^o;  thence  north 
to  the  west  quarter  post  of  section  18:  thence  east  to  the  phicc  of  beginning. 

District  No.  9  to  be  district  Nn.  j,  couuuencing  at  the  ea■^t  quarter  post 
of  section  14;  thence  south  to  the  corner  of  said  section;  thence  east  to  the 
north  quarter  post  on  section  24 ;  thence  south  to  the  quarter  post  on  the  south 
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line  of  section  25 ;  thence  west  to  the  south  quarter  post  on  section  28;  thence 
north  to  the  north  quarter  post  of  section  21 ;  thence  east  to  the  northeast 
corner  of  said  section  21 ;  thence  north  to  the  west  quarter  post  of  section  15 ; 
thenoe  east  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Fractional  district  No.  7,  to  be  district  No.  3,  commencing  at  the  north- 
east comer  of  section  32 ;  thence  south  to  the  southeast  comer  of  section  32 ; 
thence  west  to  the  southwest  comer  of  section  31;  thence  north  to  the 
quarter  post;  thence  east  to  the  center  of  section  31;  thence  south  to  the 
south  quarter  post;  thence  east  to  the  southeast  comer  of  said  section  31; 
thence  north  to  the  fjuarter  post ;  thence  east  to  the  center  of  section  32 ; 
thence  north  to  the  north  quarter  post;  then<%  east  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning. 

,  Fractional  district  Xo.  8,  to  l)c  district  Xo.  4,  couunencing  at  the  center 
of  section  29;  thence  south  on  the  quarter  post;  thence  south  to  the  south- 
west comer  of  section  32;  thence  west  to  the  quarter  jx)st;  thence  north  to 
the  center  of  section  31 ;  thence  west  to  the  quarter  post;  thence  north  to  the 
west  quarter  post  of  section  30;  thence  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

District  No.  5,  fractional,  to  be  district  No.  5,  comprising  the  south 
half  of  section  34,  and  all  of  section  35  west  of  the  Maple  river. 

District  No.  11,  to  be  district  No.  6,  commencing  at  the  west  quarter 
post  of  section  6;  thence  east  to  the  center  of  section  6;  thence  south  to  the 
center  of  section  18:  thence  west  to  the  west  quarter  post  of  said  section  18; 
thence  nortli  to  the  ])lace  of  beginninj^r. 

1  he  first  annual  report  of  the  school  insjxictors,  dated  Xoveml)er  18, 
1844,  certified  that  in  districts  Ntis.  i  and  2  there  were  forty-two  school 
chiklren;  that  forty-eight  children  attendee!  school  and  that  three-months 
school  had  been  taught  in  that  district.^  The  books  in  use  were  "Elementary 
Spelling  Book,"  Collins',  Adams*  and  Daboll's  arithmetic;  "American  Man- 
ual," 01ney\s  geography,  "English*'  reader,  .Smith's  arithmetic  and  "His- 
torical" reader. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  school  inspectors  at  the  town  cterk's  office. 
September  25,  1838,  it  was  ordered  that  school  district  No.  r  be  laid  out  to 
include  all  of  sections  4,  9^  14,  15,  21,  22,  28,  32  and  33;  No.  2  to  embrace 
sections  i,  2,  3,  10,  11,  12;  No.  3  to  include  sections  13,  24,  25,  35,  36, 

26,  of  town  7. 

District  Xo.  I  was  formed  on  February  13,  1841,  to  include  sections 
3,  4.  5.  8,  Q,  10,  15.  16  and  17,  except  sucli  portions  of  section.^  10  and  15  as 
lay  east  of  Tlat  river. 

On  August  29,  1846,  district  No.  5  was  formed  to  contain  section  13, 
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the  ea^t  iuiif  of  section  14.  ail  that  jiart  of  section  22  lying  east  of  Flat 
river,  t(^ethcr  witli  the  whole  of  sections  23,  24,  25  and  26. 

District  No.  7  was  formed  on  January  23,  1847.  commencing  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  section  l^  \  thence  extending  east  to  the  quarter  post  on 
the  north  line  of  section  26:  thence  south  on  the  quarter  line  through  sections 
26  and  35  to  the  south  town  line ;  thence  west  on  said  line  to  the  quarter  post 
of  section  33 ;  thence  west  to  the  river ;  thence  up  the  river  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

The  annual  report  for  T84H  gave  the  following  as  the  number  of  schol- 
ars: District  No.  1,  75;  district  No.  2,  62;  district  No.  3,  67;  district  No. 
4,  57;  district  No.  5,  24:Mistrict  Xo.  7.  24;  district  No.  3,  fractional.  7 

District  No.  6  was  formed  on  October  10,  1846,  to  include  sections  9, 
18  and  19,  of  Otisco.  and  nections  12,  r an-i  24.  of  Grattan. 

District  No.  S  \v:is  idrmed  on  Felnuar\  i\.  1841),  lo  coniniciicc  at  the 
soiith\ve>^i  corner  of  stctMn  21.  and  to  exteu'l  thciuc  north  to  the  norlhuest 
corner  of  section  21:  Uieacc  east  to  the  north  quarter  post  of  section  22; 
thence  ?outh  on  the  quarter  line  to  the  south  line  of  said  section ;  then  west 
to  the  southwest  comer  of  section  22 ;  thence  south  to  the  southwest  corner 
of  section  27;  thence  west  to  Rat  river;  thence  down  Flat  river  to  the  sec- 
tion line  between  sections  32  and  33 :  thence  north  to  the  quarter  post  .between 
sections  28  aiid  29;  thence  west  to  the  west  quarter  post  of  section  29; 
thence  north  to  the  northwest  comer  of  section  29 :  thence  east  to  the  place 
of  beginning. 

On  March  7.  1H49,  district  No.  9  was  formed,  to  commence  at  the 
quarter  post  standing  on  the  west  line  of  section  31 ;  thence  north  to  the 
northwest  quarter  post  of  section  19;  thence  south  to  the  section  line  of 
section  19;  thence  east  to  the  southeast  comer  of  section  19:  thence  south 
to  the  r«iiarter  post  between  sections  %i  and  32;  thence  west  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

Tn  T849  the  amount  of  ^^rintarv  <;chnn!  fnnd  ai)i)(.)rtione(l  to  the  town 
was  $85.47.  The  scholars  reported  in  the  variou.s  districts  numbered  as  fol- 
lows: No.  1,  75;  No.  2,  62;  No.  3,  67;  No.  4,  57;  No.  5,  24;  No.  7,  24; 
No.  8,  40. 

OiyESSA. 

Not  much  of  a  definite  character  can  be  gleaned  as  to  the  early  history 
of  Odessa's  school,  since  the  eariy  records  concerning  town  schools  are  not 
to  be  found.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that  there  was  no  school  in  the  town 
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until  1846,  when  the  town  was  organized,  and  that  the  first  school  house 
was  built  that  year  at  Russell's  comers. 

It  appears  that  in  1S47  ^"<1  orders  were  issued  to  the  school 

inspectors  to  the  amount  of  thirty-five  dollars,  and  to  school  officers  of  dis- 
trict No.  1  in  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  also  the  school  inspectors  reported 
they  had  expended  thirty-five  dollars  for  books,  and  in  1849  the  town  voted 
to  raise  fifty  cents  a  scholar  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools.  The  records  indi- 
cate that  in  1859  there  were  in  the  town  tour  full  districts  and  one  frac- 
tional district,  and  that  the  amount  rais^ed  1)\  the  school  districts  in  1860  was 
six1-y-fo\ir  dollar^.  On  December  28,  iSyj,  the  hoard  of  school  inspectors, 
"i>ciieving  it  u-  i>e  tor  the  present  and  I'nuire  Ijerit-in  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  township."  <li .  uled  the  township  into  nine  square  school  districti*,  each 
composed  ot  lour  sections. 

ORANGE. 

Copy  of  the  record  of  school  districts  formed  in  whole  or  part  from 
the  east  half  of  town  6  north,  range  6  west,  previous  to  the  organizing  the 
township  of  Orange,  as  recorded  in  the  township  clerk's  office  in  Portland : 

Fractional  district  No.  4,  commencing  at  Grand  river,  on  the  west  side, 
on  the  north  line  of  section  17,  town  6  north,  range  5  west,  thence  west  on 
section  line  to  the  northwest  comer  of  section  13,  in  town  6  north,  range  6 
west;  thence  south  to  the  southwest  corner  of  section  24.  town  6  north, 
rangt:  (>  west ;  thence  ea.->t  cnt  *;eclion  hnc  to  the  southeast  corner  of  section 
tf).  town  6  ii(.)rth.  ran^e  5  west;  thence  north  to  quarter  po->t  l>et.wetn  sec- 
tions ig  and  ^o;  tlitncc  east  to  (  irand  ri\  er ;  thence  following  the  cours(;  o£ 
Grand  river  northerly  to  the  place  ui  bcgmumg. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  school  inspectors  of  the  township  of 
Portland,  held  on  November  3,  1841,  district  No.  6,  in  the  town  of  Port- 
land, was  formed  to  commence  at  the  northeast  comer  of  section  2,  town  6 
north,  range  6  west,  and  rtm  soutli  on  section  line  to  the  southeast  comer  of 
section  23;  thence  west  to  the  southwest  corner  of  section  22;  thence  north 
on  section  line  to  the  north  line  of  said  town;  thence  east  on  the  town  line 
to  the  place  of  beginning.  (At  a  meeting  of  the  school  inspectors  of  Orange. 
November  22,  1845,  the  above  district  was  called  district  No.  i.  in  Orange.) 

Fractional  district  No.  3  was  fomied  on  August  15,  1843.    It  com- 
menced at  the  southeast  comer  of  section  31,  town  6  north,  range  6  \^est 
and  continned  northward  to  the  <niarter  \X)st  on  the  east  htie  of  section  18; 
thence  west  to  the  center  of  section  14,  to  town  6  north,  range  7  west; 
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thence  south  to  the  south  line  of  section  35,  in  said  town;  thence  east  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

ORLEANS. 

The  pioneer  school  teacher  in  Orleans  township  was  Arabella  Hewitt, 
of  Otisco,  who,  in  1843,  tanght  a  subscription  school  in  the  upper  ]>art  of 
Daniel  Hoyt's  log  house.  Her  pay  was  one  dollar  a  week,  and  iier  scholars 
— six  or  erdn  in  number — included  the  children  of  E.  B.  i'ost,  Daniel  Hoyt 
and  Alexander  i:iov\c. 

ill  the  eastern  iM  rtinii  of  the  township)  was  a  *;chool  taught  in  in  a 

shanty  on  Guy  Weli^tLi  "-^  land,  by  Sarah  Haight,  later  the  wife  of  Joshua  S. 
liall.  in  that  saiiie  shanty  school  was  afterwards  taugiit  by  a  Miss  Hatha- 
way and  Miss  Lucy  Chapman.  The  first  district  school  house  in  that  dis* 
trict  was  built  not  long  afterward  by  Loren  Sprague. 

Previous  to  the  organi7.ation  of  Orleans  township  the  school  districts 
of  Ionia  included  in  the  pre.<^nt  township  of  Orleans  sections  4,  5,  6,  7,  14, 
15,  23,  25,  36,  13,  24,  the  west  half  of  section  9,  northwest  ((uarter  of  22 
and  the  east  halves  of  26  and  35. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  school  inspectors  of  Orleans  was  held 
in  Ira  Wheeler's  house,  April  4.  1846,  but  nothing  was  done  except  to 
adjourn  ttntil  May  2,  ensuinjc: 

At  the  meeting  of  May  2,  Joel  C.  (Ireen  was  chosen  school  visitant  for 
the  ensuing  year  and  two  school  districi^  fr, rmcd.  <i9  follow:  No  i  to 
embrace  section  20.  tlic  rast  half  of  <:ecii()ii  ly,  and  tlie  north  hali  of  ^cctinn 
2Q,  the  first  meeting  ol  the  di'^trict  tn  lie  held  at  the  house  of  I.orcnza  D. 
Bates;  Xo.  2  to  inchuk  sections  16,  17  and  18,  tlie  fir.st  meeting  ot  the  dis- 
trict to  be  held  at  the  house  of  David  Courter. 

District  No,  3  was  formed  on  October  19,  1846,  to  contain  section  21 
and  28,  the  west  half  of  section  27  and  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  22. 
On  November  30,  184S,  districts  i  and  3  were  consolidated  and  called  No.  i, 
embracing  sections  19,  20,  21,  28,  30,  the  southwest  quarter  of  22,  the  west 
half  of  27  and  the  north  half  of  29.  In  1850  district  No.  t  had  fifty-one 
'  scholars ;  No.  2  had  forty-seven,  and  No.  3  had  sixteen. 

District  No.  4  was  formed  on  February  7,  1857,  and  included  sections 
33  and  34,  the  east  half  of  32  and  the  southeast  quarter  of  29  and  south 
halves  of  27  and  28. 

District  No.  5,  formed  on  March  4,  18-7,  included  sections  26,  35,  the 
east  half  ol  34,  and  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  27. 
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On  May  i6,  1837,  dislnct  No.  6  was  formed,  and  included  sections  25 
and  26  and  the  southwest  quarter  of  section.  24. 

District  No.  7,  formed  on  September  17,  1857,  embraced  sections  17 
and  18,  the  west  half  of  section  16.  and  the  ea^  half  of  the  northwest  quar- 
ter and  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  21. 

PORTLAND. 

1  he  hrst  sclitjol  taught  in  Portland  was  in  the  -.mall  log-  house  near 
where  the  depot  now  stands.  This  ^\as  luuned  in  an  early  day  and  it  was 
the  lirst  lire  in  Portland.  A  vacant  house  near  the  "J-ooking-Glass"  was 
then  secured  for  the  school. 

The  school  district  was  organized  on  Jtme  6,  1837,  with  H.  Bartow  and 
Zina  Lloyd  as  school  inspectors.  It  was  known  as  district  No.  3,  of  the 
town  of  Maple,  taking  in  Maple  at  the  north  and  .extending  through  Danby 
on  the  south.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  said  district 
of  the  township  of  Maple,  September  20,  1837,  Almeron  Newman  was 
elected  moderator,  W.  R.  Churchill,  director,  and  James  Newman,  assessor. 
It  was  resolved  that  there  be  six  months  school  ditrinj^r  the  year  and  that  $90 
be  raised  for  the  support  of  the  school  and  that  fjatrons  should  furnish  fuel 
for  same.  The  wotxl  ^^as  furnished  sled  Icntrth  and  the  larger  boys  were 
expected  to  chop  it  as  fast  ai»  wanted.  The  same  year  $to  was  appro- 
priated for  a  district  library,  October  ti,  1*^39,  it  was  vfitcd  to  raise  !?30O 
to  build  a  school  house.    The  following  March  this  vote  was  rescinded. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1840  it  was  voted  unanimously  to  raise  $300 
to  build  a  school  house  the  following  year.  This  vote  was  never  acted  upon. 
Again,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  1842  it  was  voted  to  raise  $300  for  a 
sdiool  building  and  its  appendages.  It  was  subsequently  pfx>posed  to  locate 
the  school  house  on  the  west  side,  but  the  proposition  was  withdrawn.  The 
old  red  school  house  was  then  built  on  the  hill,  where  Mrs.  Hattie  Williams' 
hotise  now  stands. 

Lodiwiski  Baker  taiight  the  first  sttmmer  school  for  $2  per  week,  and 
Charle.'s  C.  Fullington  the  w  inter  .school  at  $t8  per  month.  There  were  52 
children  of  school  a^e  in  the  district,  but  70  pupils  attended  the  school. 

RONALD. 

The  first  school  district  known  to  have  included  any  portion  of  Ronald 
township  was  fractional  district  No.  4.  of  Ionia.  It  was  formed  on  April  22, 
1841,  and  embraced  within  its  limits  the  whole  of  sections  30  and  31  and 
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the  west  halves  of  sections  29  and  32  in  Ronald.  In  this  school  district 
Sarah  Haight,  of  Ionia,  taught  probably  the  iirst  school  in  1841,  in  a  school 
house  that  stood  upon  the  town  line  in  section  31  in  Ronald.  On  November 
r.  1 841.  Lyons  and  Ionia  formed  t factional  district  N*o.  1.  which  included 
the  whole  of  sections  33,  34  and  35.  and  portions  of  sections  26,  27,  28,  29 
and  32,  in  Konald.  Districts  were  all  formed  previous  to  the  organization 
of  Ronald  townsliij). 

In  the  Van  \  leek  settlement,  wheie  Xaiicy  Palmer  taught  the  first 
school — a  subscription  school  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  George  D.  Tasker's 
house — ^there  ai>pears  to  have  been  no  district  school  until  after  the  town  was 
organized.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  school  inspectors  of  Ronald,  held  at 
the  house  of  William  J.  Clark,  May  3,  184  5,  school  district  No.  11  of  Lyons, 
was  changed  to  district  No.  i  of  Ronald,  and  botmded  as  follows:  Com- 
mencing at  the  northeast  corner  of  section  13 ;  thence  running  due  south  on 
the  section  line  to  the  southeast  corner  of  section  25 ;  thence  due  west  on  the 
section  line  ic  the  south  c|uarter  post  of  section  27;  thence  due  north  on  the 
quarter  line  through  the  center  of  sections  27,  22  and  15,  to  the  north  quar- 
ter post  of  section  15;  thence  due  east  on  the  section  line  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

On  April  24,  1847,  district  No.  t  \v:is  chano-ed  to  district  No.  2,  and  a 
new  district  No.  i  was  formed.  <>n  the  j)etition  ot  Matthew  Van  \'!eck  and 
John  Van  \  leek.  The  new  district  commenced  at  the  nortlieast  corner  of 
section  i;  extended  thence  west  to  the  northwe>t  corner  01  section  3;  thence 
south  to  the  southwest  corner  of  section  10;  thence  east  to  the  southeast 
comer  of  section  12;  thence  north  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

IMstrict  No.  3.  formed  likewise  on  April  24,  18L1.7.  commenced  at  the 
quarter  post  on  the  north  line  of  section  14;  extended  thence  south  on  the 
quarter  line  to  the  center  of  section  2^;  thence  west  on  the  quarter  line 
to  the  center  of  section  2S;  thence  north  on  the  quarter  line  to  the  north 
quarter  post  of  section  16;  thence  east  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

District  No.  4,  formed  on  April  17,  1848,  embraced  sections  17  and  20. 
the  north  half  of  section  29,  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  28,  the  west 
half  of  section  21  and  the  west  half  of  <?ertion  t6 

District  No.  5,  formed  on  May  15,  1848,  embraced  sections  4,  5,  8  and  9. 

SEBEWA. 

The  first  matter  recorded  in  the  town  books  of  Sebewa  touching  schools 
refers  to  the  formation  under  date  of  January  12,  1846,  of  fractional  school 
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district  No.  3,  of  Sebewa  and  Sunfield.  The  portion  of  the  district  lying  in 
Sebewa  included  sections  29,  30,  31  and  32,  and  the  west  halves  of  sections 
28  and  33. 

District  No.  2  commenced  at  the  center  of  section  21  and  extended 
thence  on  the  quarter  tine  to  the  west  quarter  post  of  section  19;  thence 

sotith  on  the  town«;hi]>  line  to  the  southwest  corner  of  section  :  thence 
east  on  the  covt!it\  luic  to  ihc  southeast  corner  of  section  33;  tlicncc  north 
on  the  section  hue  to  the  c.isi  ((narter  post  o£  section  28;  thence  north  on  the 
quarter  Hne  to  the  place  <  f  iR-q^iiining. 

District  \o.  i  was  organized  on  February  11,  1846,  commencing  eighty 
rods  east  oi  the  northwest  corner  of  section  13;  thence  west  to  the  north 
quarter  stake  of  section  16;  thence  south  to  the  south  quarter  stake  of  section 
16;  thence  south  to  the  south  quarter  stake  of  section  28;  thence  east  to  the 
south  quarter  stake  of  section  26;  thence  north  to  the  south  quarter  stake 
of  section  14;  tlience  east  three-fourths  of  a  mile;  thence  north  to  the  place 
of  beginning.  The  first  meeting  of  said  district  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  the 
house  of  Jacob  Showerman. 

District  No.  4  was  formed  on  September  t8,  1847.  The  limits  are 
described  as  the  same  as  old  district  No.  i. 

District  No.  6  was  formed  on  April  13,  1852.  nnd  cf>mmenced  eighty 
rods  south  of  the  northeast  corner  of  «;ection  25;  passing  thence  south  to 
the  sontheast  corner  of  section  36;  theiicf  west  three  miles;  thence  north  one 
nnle;  ihence  east  one  and  a  half  imlfs  to  (he  south  (juarter  p>st  of  section 
26;  thence  north  one  mile;  thence  east  one  mile  uj  the  north  (piartt-r  ijost  of 
section  26;  thence  south  eighty  rods;  ihence  a  hall  mile  east  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OP  IONIA. 

Ionia  was  founded  at  a  time  when  the  idea  of  free  public  schools  was 
struggling  for  general  acceptance.  Up  to  a  time  even  later  than  1833  the 
conceptions  which  determined  the  prevalent  facilities  for  education  was  that 
education  was  a  luxury,  not  a  necessity.  However,  as  democracy  came  into 
her  own  with  the  successive  decades  of  the  nineteenth  century,  education 
wrts  recof^n'zed,  first  as  n  lecritiniate  function  of  g^overnnient,  and  Liter  as  a 
necessity  for  the  mere  maituenaiice  of  free  institutions.  At  first  the  province 
of  tree  schools  whs  limited  to  the  teaching  of  the  rudiments  only,  hut  as 
years  went  l)y  tins  function  was  Ijroadened  to  take  in,  first  a  complete  ele- 
mentary education,  then  in  addition  a  collie  preparatory  education  (the 
high  school  absorbing  the  work  of  earlier  private  academies),  until  today 
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the  function  of  public  education  has  been  widened  to  a  range  undreamed  of 
a  century  ago.  Ionia  $  schools  have  passed  through  all  stages  of  this  develop- 
ment. 

Within  two  years  after  the  hrst  colony  settled  at  Ionia,  arrangetnetits 
were  made  to  provide  a  measure  of  education  for  the  children  of  the  com- 
intiTiitv.  Ill  the  winter  of  1834-1835  Doctor  Lincoln  inaintained  a  =;rhon1  in 
his  ofticc.  "After  I  )octor  Lincoln's  etkn-t  the  can-r  nf  cdncation  was  encour- 
aged and  fostered  '  x  Masioi  llearsev.  who.  in  the  autumn  ot  1835,  tauijht 
the  hrst  puhlit  -^cli  »'  I  \ni;n!ila  \  coinans,  aftrewanl  the  wife  of  Rev. 
jUfred  Cornell,  laughi  in  1830,  ihc  tirst  summer  school  in  Ionia." — (History 
of  Ionia  and  Montcalm  Counties.)  From  facts  which  are  stated  below  it 
would  appear  that  these  early  educational  efforts  were  not  supported  by 
general  taxation  as  legally  organized  schools.  It  is  quite  probable  that  the 
exi)enst  was  bonie  by  those  who  were  directly  benefite<l.  Indee<l  this  idea 
that  education  should  l;e  paid  for  by  the  reci|>ient  persisted  long  and  tenac- 
iously. In  partial  deference  to  it,  provision  was  ma<le  on  October  4,  1841, 
some  three  years  after  the  origination  of  school  district  No.  i,  that  each 
pupil  attending  the  district  school  should  furnish  one-quarter  of  a  cord  of 
wood  l)y  the  first  of  Deceml)er  ensuing. 

"The  oUlest  record  of  the  proceedings  in  school  district  No.  i  (after- 
ward Ionia)  ccrtifie*!  that  anterior  to  1843  tbc  school  records  were  kept  on 
loose  papers,  and  that,  in  Ira  Lortcr  transcribed  to  a  Irook  such  records 

as  could  he  found.  hVom  this  transcri))t  it  is  learned  that  at  a  regular  nieet- 
ino-  of  Ihe  inhabitant^  r,f  district  \'o.  t  at  the  district  school  hou-sc  f  nn  Main 
street,  west  ul  Dexter)  November  16.  1837.  -"^sa  Spencer  was  appouiled 
moderator  and  Era-stus  Yeomans,  clerk  of  the  meeting.  The  election  of 
oflkers  for  the  current  year  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Thomas  Cornell  as 
moderator:  Cyais  l-ovell,  director,  and  Robert  S.  Parks,  assessor.  U  was 
voted  at  that  meeting  that  each  of  the  district  officers  should  receive  five 
dollars  for  his  services  for  the  ensuing  year,  that  the  summer  school  should 
last  four  months,  and  that  a  tax  of  ninety  dollars  should  be  levied  and  raised 
in  the  district  for  the  year  to  pay  teachers'  wages.  December  27,  1838,  pur- 
suant of  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  that  no  school  district  should 
contain  more  than  nine  sections,  district  No.  I,  was  re-organized  and  set  off 
as  follow :  To  commence  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Grand  river  at  a  point 
where  the  section  line  between  sections  26  and  27,  in  town  7  north,  range  7 
west,  intersects  Grand  river;  running  thence  easterly  along  the  north  bank 
of  the  Grand  river  to  the  point  where  the  north-and-south  line  running 
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through  the  center  of  sections  i6  and  21,  in  town  7  north,  range  6  west, 
intersects  the  Grand  river ;  thence  north  to  the  quarter  post  on  the  north  line 

of  section  16;  thence  on  the  seiiioii  line  to  the  northwest  corner  of  section, 
14;  thence  south  to  the  Grand  river  and  place  o£  thinning'.' — (History  of 
Tonia  and  MoiiLcalm  Counties. ) 

"The  first  piibhc  sclmol  IjuiUling  in  Tenia  was  located  on  Main  street, 
sunic  fli^it^nce  west  of  Dexter  street,  lietwcen  iIk'  hunit-^  of  Ethan  S.  John- 
son and  i'.rastus  Yeonians.  ii  was  a  log  structure.  i>erhaps  twenty-four  by 
thirty  feet,  and  in  an  early  day  served  also  as  a  meeting  house  for  religious 
services." — (Ionia  Daily  Sentinel,  February  17,  1880.) 

A  NEW  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

In  1843  a  sentiment. prevailed  that  the  community  needed  a  new  building 
for  school  y)virposes,  .\ccordingly,  an  ( )ctol>er  2,  of  that  year,  it  was  voted 
to  build  a  new  school  house  at  ail  exjienbe  of  three  lumdred  <lolIars,  and  that 
it  siiould  l>c  completed  by  A'lay  1,  1844.  I^ter  it  was  agreed  to  expend  five 
liundred  dollars  lor  the  purpose.  But  difficulties  encountered  in  securing  a 
suitable  site  led  to  the  rescinding  of  the  proposition.  The  old  school  house 
was  repaired  and  continued  in  service  until  1849.  At  a  meeting  on  Septem- 
ber 26,  1848,  the  erection  of  a  new  building  was  authorized  at  a  cost  of 
tliree  hundred  dollars.  The  site  chosen  was  the  present  location  of  the  city 
hall.  "The  contractor  was  Alanson  Cornell,  who  was  to  put  up  a  one^ory 
structure.  On  January  6.  1849,  Louis  S.  Lovell,  Hampton  Rich,  Osmond 
Tower  and  C.  M.  Moseman,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  proposed  to 
add  a  second  story  to  the  building  for  the  use  of  the  Ionia  Division  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance,  for  religious  meetings,  and  for  the  renting  thereof  to 
the  connty  of  Ionia  for  a  court  room,  in  case  terms  could  be  made.  The 
proposition  was  accei>ted,  but  there  was  some  public  oi>position  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  on  January  20,  1849,  there  was  a  meeting  to  reconsider  the  resolu- 
tion, the  request  for  the  meeting  being  signed  1>y  John  Tompkins,  Hampton 
Rich,  William  Lyon,  J.  C.  Ball,  .'M)el  Axerv,  Jesse  Holcomb.  Henry  Hatch. 
Frederick  Hall  and  Peter  Hacketl.  I  lie  plan  was  confirmed  and  the  Uulding 
was  completed  according  to  the  original  desij^.  The  house  was,  however, 
no  more  than  finished,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire;  but  no  time  was  lost  in 
erecting  a  similar  house  on  the  same  spot,  the  district  this  time  doing  the 
entire  work." — (History  of  Ionia  and  Montcalm  Counties.)  While  this 
building  was  in  process  of  construction,  school  was  held  in  a  building  located 
where  Dean  &  Eyster's  store  now  stands. 
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It  is  not  possible  to  present  a  complete  list  of  teachers  during  these 
early  years.  From  1844  to  1852  the  records  mention  only  the  names  of 
Simon  Hunt,  E.  W.  Cornell,  Betsy  Webster  and  H.  C.  Finch.  There  has 
been  furnished  from  another  source  the  name  of  a  Mr.  Wheaton  who  taught 
in  the  first  building  erected  on  the  present  site  of  the  city  hall;  and  also  the 
names  of  a  Mr.  Hodges  and  Mary  Lovell  who  taught  while  the  new  building 
was  being  erected. 

The  records  for  1853  give  the  following  list  of  teachers  as  employed 
during  the  year:  J.  B.  Powell,  B.  H.  Preston,  (  atherine  Stevenson  and  J.  B. 

Wells.  The  teachers  in  iJ^54  were  Miss  L.  H.  Tower,  Catherine  Stevenson, 
Ann  Avery,  Miss  Wells,  and  Miss  Clapsaddle;  in  1855  Miss  Elwood,  Miss 
Mason,  C.  O.  Thompson,  L.  H.  Town.  Miss  Nash  and  Miss  Stevenson. 
There  should  alsn  bp  nMcd  to  the  list  of  teachers  for  this  period  the  names  of 
W.'W.  Mitchell  an.l  Kd-ar  M.  Marble. 

The  small  ani<mnt  of  money  required  to  run  the  schocis  during;  these 
earlv  dav-  i>  wortliy  01  note.  In  1^37-38  the  amount  raised  tor  teachers  was 
ninety  dollar?;.  In  1841-2  the  expense  oi  the  bcliool  was  partially  met  by  re- 
quiring each  j)Upn  ro  furnish  une- fourth  of  a  cord  of  wood.  During  the 
year  preceding  the  annual  meeting  oi  January  26,  1853,  the  following  ex- 
penses were  incurred:  Por  contingent  purposes,  $40.36;  for  payment  of 
teachers,  $311.67.  For  1855  the  tax  voted  was  ninety-nine  cents  per  child  on 
two  hundred  and  eleven  children.  Buildings  too,  were  less  expensive  than 
now.  An  expenditure  of  five  hundred  dollars  was  considered  adequate  for 
housing  the  school  in  the  fifties.  But  it  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  these 
were  days  when  "select  schools/'  supported  by  private  fees,  performed  a  large 
part  of  the  service  of  education.  Then,  too,  the  range  of  private  expenditure 
was  much  narrower  than  at  present. 

In  i860  the  standard  works  in  use  by  the  school  consisted  of  Davis' 
"Practical  Arithmetic,"  Stoddard's  "Mental  Series,"  Emerson's  "Numbers," 
Welch's  and  Sill's  grammars,  Willard's  history,  Sanders'  readers  and  spellers, 
Monteith's  geography,  and  Davis'  algebra. 

The  year  1863  mark?  a  milestone  in  the  development  of  Ionia's  school 
systetir  On  the  j6th  of  July  in  that  year  it  was  re.snh'cd  to  organize  the 
school  under  section  23  of  the  school  law,  according  to  the  "union-school" 
system.  Septemf>er  it.  1863,  the  district  voted  to  raise  ten  thousand  dollars 
for  a  building,  the  nuniljcr  of  scholars  in  the  district  that  year  l>eing  four 
hundred  and  twenty-two.  A  site  having  been  purchased  for  one  thousand 
dollars,  the  annual  meeting  in  September.  1864,  voted  to  increase  the  appro- 
(23) 
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priation  for  the  building  to  tifteeii  thousand  dollars.  Before  the  project  was 
brought  to  satisfactory  completion  nine  thousand  Bve  hundred  and  ten  dollars 
additional  was  voted  on  two  different  occasions.  According  to  the  annual 
report,  dated  September  3,  1866,  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the  school-house, 
furniture,  grounds,  janitor's  house,  etc.,  aggregated  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  Central  school,  Ionia  school  district  has  been 
employed  in  several  other  building  projects.  In  1873  a  lot  for  the  State 
street  school  was  purchased  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  appro- 
priated for  the  building.  The  Jetferson  street  school  ^  ;>rovided  for  two 
years  later,  the  contractor's  price  being  three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 
The  hi;^h  school  followed  in  1885.  In  1007  the  -ranotis  hnildings  were  found 
to  be  in  need  of  ^'cneral  repair  and  a  lar^'-f  amount  of  monev  was  spent  to  put 
them  in  thoroughly  ui.)-io-date  condition.  File  central  heaiini;  plant  was  pro- 
vided at  that  lime;  ii  represents  a  suhstanlial  addition  to  the  safet\  pro- 
visions of  the  Central  and  hii^h  schools.  No  increase  in  the  amount  <  if  sch')i  il 
room  has  been  made  during  tlie  pasi  thirty  years  except  the  addition  of  two 
small  recitation  rooms.  At  this  time  ( 1916)  a  movement  is  being  latmched 
looking*to  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  building  to  relieve  the  crowded 
conditions  which  are  found  all  along  the  line. 

COURSES  OF  STUDY. 

September.  i8h(),  when  the  (  entral  Iniilding  was  occupied  for  school 
purposes,  marks  the  organization  of  the  Ionia  high  school.  At  that  time  there 
were  alxjut  twenty  union  high  schools  in  the  state.  The  Ionia  high  school 
at  once  assumed  high  rank  among  these  institutions  and  it  has  always  been 
recognized  as  a  splendid  school*.  The  superintendent  for  the  first  four  years, 
1866-1870,  was  Charles  Hutchins.  The  "General  Course"  of  studies  for  that 
time  is  found  in  a  circular  of  information,  published  in  1870.  This  course 
required  three  years  for  completion,  as  did  the  "English  Course*'  and  also  the 
"Classical  Course."   It  was  as  follows : 

First  Yew.  First  Term — ^Algebra;  English  grammar;  history;  Latin  or 
German.  Second  Term — Algebra;  analysis  and  parsing;  botany;  Latin  or 
German.    Third  Term — \rithmetic;  botany;  I^tin  or  German. 

Second  Year.  First  Term — Natural  philosophy:  Latin,  French  or  Ger- 
man. Second  Term — Rhetoric ;  geometry ;  Latin,  French  or  German.  Third 
Term--Rhetoric ;  geometry:  Latin,  French  or  German. 

Third  Year,    First  Term — Mental  philosophy;  geology;  Latin  or 
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French.    SccoikI  Term — Mental  philosophy;  astronomy;  Latin  or  French. 
Third  Term — Moral  phil'jsoph\- ;  s-  rcial  st  ieiu-e,  Latin  or  French. 

The  work  below  the  higli  school  was  not  then  graded  as  it  is  now;  it 
was  divided  into  hr&t,  second  and  third  primary,  intermediate,  and  grammar 
departments.  Information  is  not  at  hand  as  to  the  year  when  the  present  ar« 
rangement  of  grades  was  introduced. 

The  first  dass  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  June,  1871.  Oral 
and  written  examinations  to  which  the  pubhc  was  invited  were  the  regular 
order  of  the  day.   The  following  is  from  the  Standard  of  June  29,  1871  : 

"The  Jwrhool  year  of  the  Ionia  puUic  school  closes  tomorrow.  The  last 
week  of  school  has  been  devoted  to  the  examination  of  classes  and  rhetorical 
exercises.  TThe  examination  of  the  primary  department  occupied  the  first 
of  the  week  and  the  examination  of  the  hiefh  school  the  latter  part.  For  the 
first  time  since  the  cslaWishmcnt  of  the  school  a  class  avi'I!  graduate  al  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  exarnination<:  that  have  not  taken  place  will  come  oft  today 
or  tomorrow  forenoon.  The  rhetorical  exerci«^es  "f  tlie  t^radnatintr  class  will 
take  place  in  ihe  eveninsr  at  the  school  building  m  connectiun  witli  a  vocal 
concert.  All  that  have  an  interest  in  the  school  should  attend  the  concert  if 
they  are  not  able  to  attend  during  the  examination." 

The  number  of  graduates  from  Ionia  hi^  school  by  years  follows: 
T871.  5;  1873,  2;  1874,  3;  7;  T876,  18;  1877,  12;  1878,  13;  1879,  14; 
1880,  14;  1881,  10;  1882,  13;  1883,  8;  1884,  lo;  1885,  15;  1886,  20;  1887,  • 
17;  1888,  20;  1889,  19;  1890,  14;  1891,  11;  1892,  25;  1893,  21;  1894,  It; 
1895,  21 »  1^6,  21;  1897,  i8,  1898,  22;  1899,  21;  1900,  21;  1901,  10;  1902, 
26;  1903,  20;  1904,  21;  1905,  21;  1906,  19;  1907,  21;  1908,  24;  1909,  11; 
T910;  18,  1911,  14;  1912,  18;  1913,  33;  1914.  23;  1915,  33;  1916,  (prob- 
able) 35. 

It  is  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  total  number  of  graduates  for  the 
past  four  vears.  inchiding-  the  pre?;ent.  equals  the  total  for  the  seven  years 
prc\  ioiis  This  indicates  clearly  the  recent  growth  of  the  high  school.  An- 
other sitniificaTit  e\idcTice  of  this  g-fowth  for  the  lower  g^rades  as  well  as  the 
hic^h  school  is  found  in  the  tal)le  l>e1ow.  The  figures  represent  the  "average 
nninl)er  l>el(»ngin^"  at  intcr^  als  of  about  ten  years.  As  the  records  for  1866, 
1876,  and  1886  are  not  available  the  figures  for  187 1,  1878  and  1887  have 
been  given.  The  figures  for  1916  represent  the  actual  number  on  the  roUs  on 
the  date  of  compilation. 
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TABLE  OF  NUMBER  BELONGING. 

High 

Grammar 

Primary 

Year. 

School. 

Dept. 

Dqit. 

Total. 

187T 

550 

1878 

103 

238 

399 

740 

T887 

130 

201 

455 

786 

i8y6 

137 

297 

494  . 

928 

1906 

121 

172 

437 

730 

1916 

190 

356 

496 

1042 

l^'ol lowing  is  a  list  of  the  superitiLendents  of  the  Ionia  schools  since  the 
orgamzation  of  the  "union  district"  in  1866,  with  the  period  ot  service  of 
each:  (  harles  Hxitehins,  1866-70;  "R.  N.  Fearon,  1870-71;  J.  W.  Ewing, 
1S71-76;  A.  L.  Todd.  1876-78;  J.  W.  iiwing,  1878-1887;  W.  D.  CHzbe,  1887- 
1891 ;  C.  L.  Bemis,  1891-1907;  H.  C  Daley,  1907-1908;  W.  S.  Lister,  1908- 
1912;  L.     Forsythe,  1912,  to  the  present. 

At  the  time  this  history  is  written  (1916)  Ionia  has  a  system  of  schools 
which  is  justly  recognized  as  among  the  best  in  the  state.  It  consists  of  a 
kindergarten  (located  in  the  city  hall) ;  four  primary  grades  in  each  of  the 
Second  ward.  Fourth  ward  and  Central  schools ;  four  grammar  grades,  located 
.  in  the  Central  school ;  and  a  hig^  school  in  a  separate  building.  There  is  also 
connected  with  the  ^stem  the  Ionia  County  Normal,  which  occupies  a  room 
in  the  Central  school.  Grade?  five  to  eis^fht  are  or^mzed  on  the  departmental 
piaii,  which  has  l>cen  a  feature  of  the  system  for  many  years.  The  course  of 
study  for  grades  and  liigh  school  is  u]>-to-dHtc  in  all  respects,  including 
drawing,  music,  manual  training  and  household  arts. 

The  equipment  of  the  schools  is  excellent  so  far  as  space  will  permit, 
but  great  embarassment  is  felt  on  account  of  lack  of  room.  The  depart- 
ments of  manual  training  and  household  arts  are  in  very  close  quarters,  while 
no  pJay-room  or  gymnasium  facilities  whatever  are  afforded.  However,  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  play  grounds — especially  in  connection  with  the 
high  school  and  central  buildings.  As  a  result  of  recent  purchases  about 
three  acres  are  available  immediately  adjoining  the  school  grounds.  It  is  in 
the  process  of  being  graded  for  use  in  playing  all  kinds  of  school  games. 

INSTRUCTORS. 

Thirty-seven  teachers  besides  the  superintendent  are  required  for  the 
work-  of  the  schools.  The  Ust  for  the  current  year  is  as  follows: 
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Higk  School — ^L.  L.  Forsythe,  supermtendent ;  Clara  Martiny,  principal, 
German;  Lela  A.  Duff,  assistant  principal,  English;  John  P.  Wiegman,  sci- 
ence; John  P.  Jones,  English,  tnathematics ;  Mary  H.  Cnrtiss,  Latin,  mathe- 
matics ;  Margaret  E.  Steere,  English,  biology ;  Dwight  B.  Harwood,  history » 

Esther  V.  Arverson,  commertnal  branches. 

Central  School — Margery  C.  Sireetcr,  principal,  F-nglish ;  stioceeded  by 
Mrs  E  W.  P>r!j:;^s.  the  second  semester;  lllla  Hutchins,  reading;  Kcina  M. 
Waierln:ry,  anthiiielic;  ITassie  Preston  Thornton,  history;  Martha  ivnight, 
geography,  seventh  grade;  isa  M.  Ne5l)ilL,  assislatit  in  reading;  Margaret  Sey- 
mour, assistant  in  F.nijlish,  sixth  grade;  Loui'^e  ('all,  assistant  ui  sixth  and 
seventh  grades;  Flora  Reynolds,  assistant  arithmetic,  A-Fifth  grade;  Stella 
Bloomer,  assistant  in  geography,  6-Fifth  grade;  Murryne  McCrossen,  fifth 
grade  assistant ;  Mrs.  £.  W.  Briggs,  training  room,  fourth  grade ;  succeeded 
by  Anna  Manderiield,  the  second  semester ; ;  Rose  M.  Sweeney,  third  grade ; 
Melba  E.  Brewster,  second  grade;  Lucy  A.  Cull,  first  grade. 

Jefferson  Street  School — Grace  D.  Billings,  principal,  second  grade; 
Ellla  V.  Funk,  first  grade;  Sadie  E.  Taylor,  third  grade;  Marguerite  Evans, 
fourth  grade. 

State  Street  School — Minnie  L.  Coon,  principal,  first  grade;  Mary  M. 
Steele,  second  grade;  Margaret  Schmolz,  third  grade;  Sarah  Peck,  fourth 

grade. 

Special  Teachers — Edith  Williamson,  principal  of  County  Normal; 

siirrccded  l)y  Mabel  C'onklin  the  ^emnd  •^eme-^ter :  Ftnma  A.  Rice.  m\i«;ic.  draw- 
ing; Katherine  Wardle.  domestit  science  and  art;  Lionel  H.  Dunlap,  manual 
training  and  mechanical  drawing. 


SCHOOLS  OF  SARANAC. 

By  Lk.  P.  BSttlnfTAr. 

Tt  IS  a  lanicntabie  fact  that  the  carh-  history  of  the  schools  of  Sarauac 
has  not  been  preserved.  Saranac  became  a  part  of  school  district  No.  3  with 
the  organization  oi  the  several  districts  in  this  townsiiip  which  was  officially 
organized  in  1838  or  1839.  The  one-room  log  school  house  served  as  the 
first  house  of  knowledge  for  the  children  of  this  section.  A  steady  advance 
was  made  in  the  educational  systems  of  this  village  and  soon  was  reached 
what  might  be  called  the  era 'of  the  school  systems  of  the  twentieth  century. 

The  present  bride  sdiool  house  was  built  in  1871  or  1872.  It  is  a  three- 
story  building  with  grades  2,  3,  4,  and  5  on  the  lower  floor;  grades  6,  7,  and 
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8  on  the  second  floor;  the  high  school  including  grades  9,  10,  11  and  12  on 
the  third  floor.  The  kindergarten  and  the  first  grade  are  a  block  west  of  the 
main  building  in  Shaw's  hall,  which  formerly  was  used  as  a  sdiool  house. 
The  high  school  also  uses  as  a  class  room  a  room  at  the  north  end  of  the 
second  floor  of  the  main  btiilding. 

The  school  w  as  made  a  j^raded  school  in  1886,  when  it  was  made  a  ten- 
grade  school.    The  eleventh  grarle  was  added  in  i8g6,  and  the  twelfth  grade  ♦ 
in  1904.    It  was  placed  on  the  accredited  list  of  the  state  normal  schools  and 
the  denominational  colleges  of  Michigan  and  the  Michigar»  Agricultural  Col- 
lege in  1904.    On  the  University  of  Michigan  list  in  1913. 

The  nuiuher  of  graduates  from  the  liighest  grade  by  years  so  far  l^ack 
as  the  records  are  available  are  as  follows:  1887,  8;  1888,  5;  1889,  3;  1890, 
2;  1891,  2;  1892,  9;  1893,  23;  1894,  6;  1895,  9;  1896,  no  graduates,  eleventh 
grade  added;  1897,  5;  1898,  7;  1899,  6;  1900,  17;  1901,  14;  1902.  5;  1904, 
10;  1904,  II ;  1905,  4  (first  class  after  twelfth  grade  was  added) ;  1906,  7; 
1907,  3;  1908,  8;  1909,  8;  1910,  8;  1911,  10;  1912.  8;  1913.  15;  1914.  15; 

1915.  13- 

The  superintendents  by  years  are  as  follow:  F.  £.  Converse,'  1888-90; 

E.  L.  Grififith,  1890-92;  F.  W.  Braley,  1892-94;  Reuben  S.  Campbell,  1895-96; 
Qay  Talhnan,  1896-98;  J.  B.  Travis,  1898-1900;  G.  E.  Garbutt,  1900-01; 
M.  F.  Scott,  1901-03 :  T.  S.  Greene,  1903-04;  L.  P.  Ettinger,  1904-08;  G.  I. 
Levcngood,  iqoS-to;  L.  P.  Ettinger,  1910-16 

The  principals  were:  C.  W.  irlart,  four  years,  1896-1900;  H.  H.  Lowrey, 
three  years,  1900-03  ;  ¥.  ITaughout,  one  year,  ir>03-04;  Miss  Nora  Leiter,  hve 
years.  1904-09;  Miss  Hattie  Hungerford.  one  year,  1909-IO;  Miss  Lora  B. 
Evans,  four  years,  1910-14;  F.  W.  Dalton,  1914-16. 

During  the  year  1915-16  the  following  teachers  are  engaged  in  the 
Saranac  schools:  Louise  Wallington,  kindergarten  and  fii^t  grade;  Addie 
David,  second  and  third  grades;  Jennie  Pannalee,  fourth  and  fifth  grades, 
Cora  I.  Adams,  sixA  and  part  of  seventh  grades;  Bertha  Hagerman,  part  of 
seventh  and  eighth  grades ;  Ruth  Y.  Johnston,  high  school  assistant,  history, 
English  and  Latin ;  F.  W.  Dalton,  high  school  i^incipal,  science  and  mathe- 
matics; L.  P.  Ettinger,  superintendent,  English,  American  history  and  solid 
geometry. 

The  school  has  a  good  equipment  of  globes,  maps,  charts,  etc  The 
physical  and  chemical  laboratories  are  equipped  with  modern  apparatus. 

as  to  do  the  laboratory  work  required  by  the  modern  methods  of  teaching 
physical  sciences.    This  includes  such  apparatus  as  the  air  pump,  guinea  and 
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feather  tube,  Magdeburg  hemispheres,  inclined  plane,  sonometer,  pumps, 
hydraulic  ram,  pbotometar,  centrifugal  force  apparatus,  mercury  barometer, 
calorimeter,  d' Arson val  galvanometers,  tangent  galvanometer,  astatic  galvano- 
meter. Wheatstone  l)ridge,  slide  wire  bridge,  ammeter,  voultmeter,  electric 
machine,  wireless  telegraph  apparatus,  induction  coil.  Geissler  tubes,  resist- 
ance iKixes.  Leyden  iars.  jrold  leaf  electroscopes,  rotating  machine,  or^^n 
pipe,  sets  of  lenses,  ttiiiiiig  forks,  l)alances  and  scales,  etc. 

Each  roiini  ni  the  builitin*^  has  a  small  library  suitable  for  the  pupils  in 
the  room,  rhe  high  school  reference  library  contains  about  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  volumes  covering  literature,  science,  mathematics,  history,  philos- 
ophy, etc  This  includes  several  sets  of  works  such  as  the  "International  En- 
cyclopedia," "The  University  of  Literature,"  "History  for  Ready  Reference" 
by  Lamed;  the  "Standard  Encyclopedia,*'  and  others.  There  is  a  circulating 
library  of  about  a  thousand  volumes  in  the  kindergarten  and  first  grade  room, 
where  books  may  be  drawn  by  the  public  and  kept  for  two  weeks  with  the 
privilege  of  renewal  for  another  two  weeks. 

The  school  has  tjeen  a  member  of  the  Ionia  County  Athletic  Association 
ever  since  it  was  first  organized  and  has  always  taken  part  in  the  field  and 
track  e\'ents  at  the  annual  field  meet  which  i"?  held  in  Tune  Nearly  every 
year  .sees  a  cntnliined  literary  and  musical  society  organized  m  the  hioh  school, 
which  rirsianizali< 'U  usually  holds  monthly  meeting.s.  Drawino  and  sotne 
manual  training  are  ollered  in  the  crrades.  Hie  drawmj:!^  and  manual  training 
exhibit  at  the  Michigan  state  fair  at  Detroit  drew  nearly  iwcnty-fivc  dollars 
in  19 14  and  about  forty-five  dollars  in  19x5,  in  premiums.  A  majority  of  the 
Saranac  high  school  graduates  attended  some  higher  institution  of  learning 
soon  after  completing  the  high  school  course. 


SCHOOLS  OF  LYONS. 

The  first  school  is  said  to  ha\  c  Ijeen  taught  by  Susan  Moore,  m  1835,  in 
a  log  cabin  erecictl  by  H.  V.  Lil»hart  in  the  village,  but  just  over  the  town 
line  in  Ionia.  A  school  was  taught  in  1837  in  a  shanty  that  stood  on  Henry 
Leonards  lot.  Leonard  bought  die  building  of  libhart  for  sixty  dollars  and 
sold  it  to  the  town.  Naomi  Irish  taught  the  first  school  there,  and  Eliza  Ann 
Bunnell,  the  second.  Richard  Parsons  and  William  Jennings  were  early  teach- 
errs  in  the  village  but  they  did  not  come  until  about  1842. 

The  Lyons  school  was  organized  as  a  graded*school  in  1857,  the  build- 
ing having  been  erected  the  previous  year.  It  was  organized  as  a  rate-paying 
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institution,  tuition  l^eing  computed  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  days  each 
pupil  attended  school  during  the  year. 

At  first,  and  for  many  years,  four  teachers  were  employed,  a  Miss  Chapi  ii 
acting  as  the  first  principal.  During  the  Civil  War  period  the  Lyons  schools 

were  larcrcr,  in  point  of  numlw-r  of  ptipi)"^,  than  at  any  other  time  in  the  history 
of  the  villat;o.  At  that  time  the  principal  received  about  sixty  dollars  per 
month,  aiul  the  i^rade  tcaclieis  alxint  tweiitv-five  ddllHrs.  They  were  required 
to  teach  six  liuurs  daily,  and  were  on  duty  each  aiteniate  Sattu'dav. 

About  1870  the  buiidnig  was  reinotleied  withni,  a  furnace  being  installed, 
and  other  improvements  made.  The  furnace  proved  unsatisfactory  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  was  abandoned.  This  led  to  other  changes  on  the  in- 
terior of  the  building,  and  stoves  were  again  installed.  In  1896  a  fifth  teacher 
was  added  to  the  corps  of  instructors.  Again  in  191 5  it  became  necessary  to 
add  an  instructor,  bringing  the  teaching  force  up  to  six  members. 

The  present  building  was  erected  in  191 2,  on  the  site  of  the  old  building, 
at  a  cost  of  $17,000.  It  is  a  thoroughly  comfortable,  commodious,  up-to-date 
building,  with  ample  room  for  )rears  to  come,  and  with  the  best  of  facilities 
for  laboratory  courses  in  the  natural  sciences.  A  pleasant  library  and  reading 
room  provides  for  research  worl<  along  the  lines  of  English  and  history, 
while  a  large  dininj^  room  in  the  l>a.«emcnt  pr(  >\  ides  for  those  pupils  who  are 
obliged  to  remain  in  the  building  throughout  the  noon  hour. 


PORTIJVND  PUBUC  SCHOOIS. 

The  school  district  as  first  organized  in  1837  also  included  the  town- 
ships of  Maple  on  the  north  and  Danfjy  on  the  south.  The  officers  were: 
Almeron  Newman,  moderator;  \V.  R.  Churchill,  director;  James  Newman, 
assessor.  Six  months  of  ^^chool  <Inring  the  year  was  agreed  upon  and  $go 
voted  to  he  iaise<i  among  the  jKitrons  for  teacher's  <:ala.y  Fuel  was  also 
furnished  by  the  patrons  and  hauled  to  tlie  schnijl  liouse  m  sied  length  and 
the  larger  l>oy>  were  expected  to  chop  it  as  fast  as  needed. 

The  first  school  wa.s  taught  in  a  log  huilding  near  the  present  site  of 
the  Pere  Marquette  <lq)Ot.  This  log  building  l>urne<t  to  the  ground  a  few 
years  later  and  was  the  first  "fire"  in  the  village.  A  vacant  house  near  the 
river  was  then  utilized. 

In  1842  $300  was  voted  for  a  new  school  building,  which  was  suKse- 
quently  erected  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  at  the  north  end  of  Smith  street. 
This  became  known  in  later  years  as  the  "old  red  school  house"  and  con- 
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tnined  but  one  room.  When  more  space  was  re<|mred  this  building  was 
moved  over  to  Bridge  street,  becoming  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
later  yet  was  moved  acres'^  Elm  street  and  made  into  a  double  tenement, 
where  it  still  remains.  Could  the  \xa\h  of  the  building  speak,  what  a  varied 
tale  miuht  they  unfold  of  childish  woes  and  grown-tt])  rtsiiiratioos.  Miss 
T-o<liwisI<a  Baker  taught  the  first  sumnter  in  the  red  school  liouse  tor  two 
dollars  i>er  week,  and  Lharlcs  C.  Fiillini^on  the  following  winter  at  eig'hteen 
dollars  per  nionih.  !  liere  were  otdy  tifty-two  children  of  school  age  in  the 
district,  but  seventy  atteiulcd  school. 

When  the  red  school  house  became  too  small  to  accomni<j<l;i!e  aii  the 
students  tiiere  was  a  school  for  the  older  boys  and  ^irls  in  the  basement  of 
the  Universalist  church,  taught  by  .the  pastor,  Reverend  Gordon,  with  Miss 
Almeda  Hixson  as  assistant.  This  continued  two  or  three  years.  A  two- 
story  building  replaced  the  red  school  house  somewhere  ne;ir  1858  and  four 
teachers  were  subse(juently  provided  for  the  upper  and  lower  departments. 
During  the  early  years,  school  fnnds  were  raised  by  means  of  the  "rate  bill," 
the  expense  being  divided  by  the  numl)er  of  children.  Hence,  the  larger 
the  family  the  higher  the  tax.  There  was,  however,  a  fimd  for  poor  chil- 
dren, and  as  late  as  1865  there  was  voted  by  the  school  board  "$3.00  for 
indif^ent  children." 

In  T865  the  board  inclu<led:  Dr.  M.  B.  Beers,  moderator;  Dr.  William 
Root,  director;  A.  1".  Morehouse,  assessor.  The  teachers:  Mr.  Roggs, 
principal;  Miss  Phel)e  Heers,  assistant;  Mrs.  Ellen  Newman,  lower  depart- 
ment; Misc  Rnimons.  assistant. 

In  1869  a  filth  teacher  was  adtied  and  the  "intermediate  (le|>,irttijcii(' 
rircuiiied  the  basement  of  the  Universalist  church  during  the  erection  of  the 
high  school  building  ai  the  upper  end  of  Smith  street,  which  was  ready  for 
occupancy  in  January,  1870,  with  J.  W.  Cams,  principal;  Miss  Scribner, 
assistant. 

The  first  attempt  at  grading  the  school  was  made  by  Mr.  Oirus  in  1870, 
and  the  following  year  the  l>oard  voted  to  grant  diplomas  to  graduates  who 
satisfactorily  passed  all  examinations,  but  there  were  no  graduates  until 
twelve  years  later.  W.  H.  Stone  did  much  for  the  school  in  the  selection 
of  improved  text  books  and  was  a  man  greatly  loved  and  respected.  To 
C.  L.  Bemis  belone^s  the  honor  of  the  first  graduating  class  in  1882.  The 
graduates  were  Kittie  Scribner  and  Mary  White. 

Nowadays,  superintendents  are  apt  to  think  themselves  overworked.  Mr. 
Stone  and  Mr,  Bemis  tatT^ht  the  entire  hicfh  school  course  without  assist- 
ants, including  history,  science,  and  higher  mathematics.    Mr.  Bemis  also 
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Started  a  live  debating  club  for  Friday  evenings,  wherein  the  students  learned 
parliamentary  usage  and  public  speaking.  In  these  debates  Frank  £.  Dore- 
mus,  who  is  now  a  congressman,  distinguished  himself  for  his  able  ai^u- 
ments.  After  four  years  of  such  strenuous  work,  Mr.  Bemis  was  given  an 
assistant.  Miss  Alice  Warren.  When  Miss  Blanche  Vaughn  became  super- 
intendent, in  iQor.  she  aspired  to  place  tlie  school  on  the  university  list, 
'("his  '?he  nrconi])lishc-*i  m  ii>(  j.  Miss  Vaughn  jjossessefl  rare  talent  atui 
untirinu  eaerjjy.  and  she  ieit  tlie  .schools  in  1913  in  a  splendidly  organized 
coiiclilion. 

The  early  records  of  the  school  hoard  make  interesting-  reading  at  this 
distance.  At  one  time  an  importam  lueeting  was  delayed  because  the  major- 
ity of  the  members  had  tickets  for  the  circus.  Non-resident  tuition  was 
four  dollars  per  term  for  hi^er  branches,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for 
primary,  and  one  dollar  extra  for  Greek  and  Latin,  and  they  voted  that 
Latin  be  tau^t  in  the  third  grade.  It  was  voted  that  in  cases  of  persistent 
disobedience,  a  committee  of  the  board  visit  parents  and  su^;est  the  need 
of  improvement,  else  they  must  be  excluded  from  the  school.  It  was  voted 
that  all  teachers  be  allowed  one  day  to  visit  Ionia  Union  school  with  view 
to  "benefit  the  school."  In  1869  the  director  was  instructed  to  call  a  public 
meeting  of  citizens  to  make  arrangement  for  the  State  Teachers'  Institute 
to  be  held  here. 

In  1871  there  were  in  the  school  district  ■^80  between  the  nf^-es  of  five 
and  twcntv.  The  dt- jKirtrnents  wtre:  Hig'h  school,  grammar  school,  inter- 
mediate, second  priniary  and  first  primarv,  fn  187,^  it  l)fcan)e  necessary 
to  add  another  hnildini^,  two  roonis  for  the  first  and  second  primary  on  the 
West  Side.  I  he  brick  high  school  building  was  erected  in  188 1  and  has 
since  been  enlarged  to  accommodate  all  grades.  .At  present  (1916),  the 
corps  of  teachers  numljers  fifteeen,  and  the  various  departments  are  regu- 
larly equipjjed  for  first-class  work.  There  is  a  school  library  of  more  than 
one  thousand  volumes.  The  chemistry  and  physical  laboratory  is  well  equip- 
ped with  up-to-date  apparatus.  Three  pianos  assist  in  the  teaching  of  vocal 
music,  and  much  attention  is  given  to  nature  .study  in  the  grades.  Dramati- 
zation, debate  and  oratory  arc  emphasized  in  the  high  school.  Athletics 
receive  considerable  attention,  and  the  foot-ball  and  base-ball  teams  have 
several  times  won  the  county  championship.  1'he  .school  has  Ijeen  on  the 
tmfversitv  list  since  1902.  excepting  the  lap^e  of  one  year,  190Q,  and  grad- 
uates are  admitted  withotit  examniation  to  all  colleges  and  universities  tmder 
the  North  Centrnl  .'\ss(H-iatif:>n, 

The  various  school  boards  through  all  the  years  have  been  composed 
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of  representative  townsmen,  who  have  given  much  time  and  thought  for 
the  improvement  oi  the  schools.   Among  these  were:  The  Newmans,  N.  B. 
Rice.  A.  F.  Morehouse.  William  H.  White.  Doctor  Dellenbaugh,  Dr.  G.  D. 
Allen.  Doctor  Martin,  I^renzo  Webber  and  Dr.  S.  A.  Horning. 
The  teachers  in  1916  are: 

High  School— j.  G.  Gourlev.  A.  B.,  M.  A.,  superintendent,  agriculture 

and  botany;  Viola  Howe,  .\.  B.,  principal.  Rnq^li'sh;  J.  N.  Kantner,  A.  B., 
science  and  athlefics;  Helen  Kissinger,  A.  B.,  languages;  Mary  Maude 
Brown,  A.  B.,  mathematics  and  hislory. 

Grammar  School — Opal  Bigelow,  A.  B..  malheinatics  and  German; 
Rhea  Pew.  F.njjlish;  Grace  Wricfht.  geograi>hy,  history  and  nature  study; 
Elizabeth  1  lovil.  music  and  drawing'. 

Primary — Alabel  J-aurens.  fifth  giade;  I^uciUe  Lawler,  third  and  fourth 
grades;  Nettie  Nickel,  first  and  second  {i^rades;  Frances  Mulder,  kinder- 
garten. 

West  Side  School — Beulah  Briggs,  third  and  fourth  grades ;  Lulu  Pack- 
ard, hrst  and  second  grades. 

The  school  board  in  19 16  consists  of:  Dr.  S.  A.  Horning,  moderator; 
E.  B.  Harwood,  treasurer;  C.  L.  Crane,  director;  J.  A.  Scaddin,  trustee; 
H.  Holloway.  trustee. 

With  the  class  of  1916,  including  thirteen  young  ladies  and  seven  young 
men,  the  j^raduates  will  number  436 ;  many  of  whom  are  already  filling  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  responsibility.  There  are  doctors,  lawyers,  teachers, 
preachers,  and  many  in  the  noblest  profession  of  all — home-making. 


SCHOOI.S  OF  THE  COUNTY  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME. 
By  Harvey  H.  Liowr«y. 

Tn  Ionia  county  there  are  eleven  city  and  village  schools,  one  hundred 
thirty  primary  districts  and  five  parochial  schools,  employing  two  hundred 
sevenly-fn  e  teachers. 

Ionia  and  Helding  are  cities  each  having-  an  mdepf iiderit  school  system 
rather  tlian  a  part  of  the  county  system.  Ixrcause  thc\  lia\  c  special  charter^  and 
come  under  the  provision  of  the  statutes  of  cities  liaving  more  than  three 
thousand  population. 

The  villages  of  Portland,  Lake  Odessa,  Saranac,  Lyons,  Muir,  Pewamo, 
Hubbardston,  Palo  and  Garksville,  each  maintain  a  twelve-grade  school 
These  graded  districts  endeavor  to  eqiiip  their  schools  and  employ  a  grade  of 
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teachers,  which  efforts  tend  to  place  the  educational  advantages  on  a  {Mr  with 
any  town  of  their  size  in  the  state. 

The  greatest  progress  in  the  last  ten  years  has  been  made  in  the  rural 
schools  of  the  county  under  the  leadership  of  the  present'  commissioner  of 
schools.  There  is  no  county  in  Michigan  which  has  made  more  progress  in 
unifying  the  course  of  study  and  increasing  the  efficiency  of  work  done  than 
this  county.  It  is  in  the  very  forefront.  A  student  with  an  eighth-grade 
diploma  t^igned  by  the  coTiimissioner  of  schools  can  enter  any  high  school  in 
the  state  without  t- xaniination.  Rach  year  two  iinndred  or  more  graduates 
from  the  rural  school  course  art:  ready  for  high  seliuui.  But  the  most  re- 
markable thing  is  the  tact  that  iiearly  all  these  nnal  graduates  do  go  on  to 
liigh  school.  In  the  last  live  or  six  years,  less  than  ten  each  year  have  failed 
to  go  on  to  higher  institutions  of  learning.  In  consequence  of  this  fact,  the 
eleven  graded  schools  of  the  county  have  more  than  half  of  their  high  school 
pupils  non-residents. 

The  schools  have  been  most  ably  supervised  by  Commissioner  Lowrey, 
.  who  has  been  untiring  in  his  visits  to  the  rural  schools  which  he  has  made 
helpful  by  suggestions,  cotmsel  and  even  doing  actual  teadiing  when  necessary 
in  order  to  have  matters  go  right.  He  has  been  free  to  offer  suggestions  in 
rearrangmoit  of  programs  or  curriculum  of  study.  His  visits  have  been  a 
benefit  to  the  officers  in  keepii^  up  the  school  property  and  in  many  other 
ways  where  oversight  was  essential. 

This  county,  as  most  all  counties  in  the  lower  jK-ninsula  of  Michigan,  is 
under  the  old  district  system  where  three  officers,  the  director,  the  moderator 
anfl  the  treasnrer  lorm  the  lioard  efhication  for  the  |>rimary  disn  iors.  This 
board,  so  far  as  the  power  which  rhcy  possess  is  concerned,  is  as  aristocratic 
as  any  governing  body  in  America.  They  can.  vote  four  itenis  of  taxes:  All 
that  is  necessary  for  the  actual  running  of  school,  including  teachers'  wages ; 
hire  Uie  number  of  teachers  necessary  and  fix  tiieir  wages,  and  adopt  text 
books  and  have  a  general  charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  well-being 
of  the  school. 

The  graded  schools  are  governed  by  a  board  of  five  members  whose 
officers  are  a  president,  secretary  and  treasurer.  They  have  practically  the 
same  power  in  their  district  as  the  board  in  primary  districts,  with  a  few 
specially  added  powers  or  duties. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  district,  which  is  held  the  second  Monday  in 
July,  is  of  great  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  school,  because  at  this  time 
board  members  are  elected,  length  of  the  school  year  is  fixed  and  various 
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items  of  taxes  voted,  sites  and  buildings,  if  any,  are  purchased  and  decided, 
etc. 

RECENT  STATE  LAWS. 

Some  of  the  more  recent  laws  affecting  directly  the  schools  are  the 
following : 

No.  II,  Public  Acts  of  1911  concerning  legal  holidays.  "Section  i. 
The  following  days,  namely,  the  first  day  of  January,  coninvmly  called  New 
Years  Day;  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  cotnrnonlv  called  iMciin trial  Day;  the 
Fourth  of  Jul)  ;  the  first  Monday  of  Septcnibcr,  cointnonly  called  Labor  Day; 
and  the  twenty  fifth  dav  of  r)eceniher,  ennnnoriK  railed  Chrislinas  Day;  all 
Saturdays  and  all  days  appointed  or  recommended  by  the  Governor  oi  this 
State  or  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  days  of  fasting  and  prayer  or 
thanksgiving  shall,  in  all  the  public  schools  of  this  State,  be  treated  and  con> 
sidered  as  puUic  holidays  and  on  such  above  specified  holidays  there  shall  be 
no  school  sessions  in  any  of  such  public  schools  of  this  state:  Provided, 
That  the  salary  of  school  officers  and  teachers  shall  be  in  no  way  affected  by 
reason  of  the  dismissal  of  school  on  any  of  the  above  mentioned  days ;  Pro« 
vided,  further,  That  on  the  following  days,  namely,  the  twelfth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, commonly  called  Lincoln's  birthday,  the  twenty-second  day  of  Febru- 
ary, commonly  called  Washington's  birthday,  and  the  twelfth  day  of  October, 
comnionlv  called  (folumlms  day,  it  shall  l)e  the  duty  of  all  school  (.iflfi<-ers  and 
teachtT-  tit  ha\e  the  .schools  imder  their  re^^pcctive  rhnrtre  nlT^erve  sueh  men- 
tioned days,  namely  the  twelfth  of  Fc'in-uarw  tlic  1  \venty-?,econd  of  Fchruary. 
and  the  twelfth  da\  of  October  l>y  proper  and  appropriate  commemorative 
exercises  and  such  days  shall  not  be  considered  as  legal  holidays  tor  schools. 

"Plans  for  all  new  school  buildings  and  for  additions  costing  over  $300 
must  be  approved  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  He  also  has 
authority  to  condemn  school  buildings  under  certain  conditions. 

"Hereafter  no  person,  who  has  not  taught  prior  to  July  i,  1916,  can 
receive  a  certificate  who  shall  not  have  completed  a  term  of  at  least  six  weeks' 
work  of  professional  training  in  a  state  or  county  normal  or  some  school 
approved  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  PuWic  Instruction. 

"Act  No.  223  amends  sectional  of  Act  No.  n  of  the  Public  Acts  of 
1911  by  providing  that  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  state  to  cause  the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  he  read  to 
his  or  her  pu^iils  ali<>\e  the  fifth  yrnde  on  the  twelfth  da\'  of  February,  the 
twenty-second  day  of  Februan,-  and  the  twelfth  da\-  of  Octol>er.  Failure  to 
comply  with  this  law  may  lead  to  the  revocation  of  the  teacher's  certificate. 
Section  2  provides  that  all  applicants  for  eighth-grade  diplomas  shall  Ije  re- 
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quired  as  a  part  of  the  eighth  grade  examination  to  write  from  memory  the 
first  verse  of  the  'Star  Spangled  Banner*  and  the  words  of  'America.* " 

The  county  board  of  school  examiners  is  composed  of  the  commissioner 
of  schools  and  two  examiners  chosen  alternately,  for  a  term  of  two  years, 
by  the  board.  Their  principal  duty  is  to  license  teachers  with  county  certifi- 
cates. 

The  office  of  commissioner  of  schools  ts  the  most  important  educational 
office  in  the  county.  Beside  the  supervisory  and  other  duties  before  mentioned 

the  office  of  recent  years  has  been  sending  out  much  written  matter  to  the 
tearbf^rs  and  officers.  The  following  is  a  fair  sample  of  some  of  the  matter 
sent  out: 

Suggestions  to  Officers. 

I.    It  i.s  not  advisable  to  close  school  because  a  teacher  is  ill.  Better 

get  a  qualified  sul>stitute. 

Tt  T=  advisable  for  officcr^^  to  visit  the  school  occasionally. 
3.  U11u-fr<  -hoiild  hold  a  regular  Uonrd  ineetin*,'-  the  last  Thursday  of 
each  school  month  and  invite  the  teacher  to  l>e  present.  The  object  of  this 
mcctinf^  being  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  school,  to  seLLle  all  difficulties 
with  j>arents,  teachers  or  pupils  and  to  transact  all  lousiness  necessary  to  be 
done.  At  this  meeting  the  teacher's  order  should  be  drawn  and  signed  and 
the  teacher  paid  her  money. 

To  Parents. 

1.  It  is  advisal)le  for  parents  to  visit  the  school  occasionally  to  witness 
tlie  regular  school  work. 

2.  Parents  should  see  that  [)upils  are  at  school  regulaily. 

3.  Do  not  allow  your  children  to  be  late. 

4.  Co-operate  with  the  teacher  in  every  way  possible.  In  union  there  is 
strength. 

5.  If  any  misunderstandings  arise  between  pupils  and  teachers  01- 
l)etween  parents  and  teachers  it  is  wise  for  parents  to  visit  the  teacher  and 
calmly  and  good-naturedly,  yet  earnestly,  talk  the  matter  over.  If  all  con- 
cerned u.se  good  judgment  on  such  occasions  <lifficulties  can  almost  always 
be  amicably  settled  and  the  school  will  1)e  the  better  for  it. 

To  Teachers. 

1.  Fundamentals:   Loyalty,  thoroughness,  accuracy,  speed. 

2.  Make  and  keep  in  a  liook  provided  for  that  puri>ose  an  outline  of 
what  you  expect  to  accomplish  in  each  of  your  classes  each  day. 
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3.  Prepare  a  program,  hang  it  in  a  conspicuous  place  and  follow  it. 

4.  Hear  your  recitations  regularly.  This  is  important. 

5.  Carefully  correct  and  supervise  all  written  work. 

6.  Insist  upon  absolute,  prompt  and  unquestioning  obedience. 

7.  Do  not  "baby"  pupils.  Teach  them  to  be  self-reliant  and  self- 
helpful. 

8.  Insist  that  all  pupils  shall  speak  distinctly  and  loudly  enough  to  be 
heard. 

9.  Guard  against  talking  too  much.  Talking  teachers  are  usually  un- 
skilled teachers. 

10.  Do  nut  allow  loahng  and  dawdling  about  anything.  Make  things 
move. 

iJ.    Be  deluiite  in  the  assign luent  oi  lessons. 

12.  As  a  rule  teachers  should  not  sit  during  recitation  periods.  The 
teacher  who  does  so  is  not  likely  to  be  either  interested  or  interesting. 

13.  Familiarize  yourself  with  the  State  Course  of  Study  and  the 
County  Directory. 

14.  Cultivate  in  pupils  a  regard  for  school  and  public  property. 

15.  Teachers  should  assist  in  maintaining  a  spirit  of  unity,  loyalty  and 
senrice  among  the  members  of  the  profession. 

t6.  Do  not  find  fault  to  anyone  about  what  your  predecessor  has  done 
or  about  the  conditions  of  your  present  school.  If  things  are  not  right  have 
patience  until  you  make  them  right. 

17  Notice  what  is  said  about  written  work  and  seat  work  in  the  State 
Course  oi  Study.    Also,  what  is  said  about  play 

18.  If  teachers  hnild  fires  they  .should  be  at  the  school  house  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  inoniinii.  otherwise  at  eight-thirty. 

nj.    Call  school  at  nine  o'clock,  a.  ni.    (Not  9:05.) 

20.  Give  pupils  one  hour  for  dinner  and  recreation.  They  need  it. 
(If  officers  or  parents  want  schools  to  close  at  3:30  p.  m.,  they  should  give 
you  the  time.) 

21.  See  to 'it  that  you  have  order  during  the  recess  periods  and  in  the 
hallways  or  entries. 

22.  Teachers  should  not  be  compelled  to  run  around  after  their  pay 
orders  and  should  not  be  asked  to  accept  bank  checks  as  pay. 

33.  Be  on  time  with  your  reports  and  Reading  Circle  work.  Reading 
Circle  manuscript  will  not  be  accepted  after  expiration  dates  given  in  calendar. 
Get  books  early. 
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24,  Plan  for  summer  school  work  for  1916. 

25.  Inform  the  ccmimissioner  of  your  difficulties  before  others  do  so. 
This  will  enable  the  commissioner  to  help  you  in  many  cases. 

TEACHING  HINTS. 

r.  How  niucli  time  wonld  Ix*  saved  if  ttrachers  did  not  repeat  the  an- 
swers ot  the  puijils.  i\ut  once  in  a  hundred  times  is  it  necessary  or  wise  to 
repeat  tiie  answers,  yet  this  is  die  must  conniion  of  teachers'  errors.  Count 
the  number  of  times  you  do  this  today. 

2.  Every  pupil  should  be  called  on  in  every  recitation.  This  is  the 
ideal.  If  it  cannot  be  attained,  at  least  do  not  call  on  the  same  pupil  over  and 
over.  Is  this  your  practice? 

3.  "Do  you  all  understand?"  "Is  there  any  one  who  does  not  under- 
stand?'* These  are  two  foolish  questions  for  teachers  to  ask  for  these 
reasons :  (a)  Only  one  pupil  in  fifty  will  ever  acknowledge  that  he  does  not 
understand;  (b)  the  proper  vvay  to  find  out  whether  a  pupil  understands  or 
not  is  to  ask  him  to  explain.  Do  yon  ask  these  questions? 

4.  Stand  straight.  This  shoukl  ]ye  insisted  on  iyy  all  teachers  from  the 
first  s^rade  throng^h  the  high  school.  A  pupil  should  either  stand  or  sit.  not 
slouch  half  wa\  between.  To  stand  straight  is  a  valuaWe  element  in  charac- 
ter.   One  is  more  of  a  man  when  he  stands  straight  than  when  he  slouches. 

5.  It  is  had  housekeeping  to  till  up  vacant  desks  w  ith  waste  paper,  etc. 
Waste  baskets  arc  provided.  Rooks  in  desks  should  be  piled  neatly,  not 
thrown  m  carelessly,  i  hese  suggestions  apply  from  the  lirst  grade  through 
the  high  school. 

6.  Teachers  talk  too  much  in  the  school  room,  the  pupils  too  little. 
In  the  stenographic  reiK>rts  of  high  school  classes  made  hy  Miss  Romiett 
Stevens,  of  Teachers  College,  it  was  found  that  sixty-four  per  cent  of  the 
talking  in  the  class  was  done  by  the  teachers.  What  proportion  of  the  time 
do  you  use  in  talking? 

7.  Co-operation  is  a  magic  word  for  peace  'and  happiness  in  the  busi- 
ness world,  in  the  home  or  in  the  school.  We  should  assume  that  every  other 
person  is  reasonaUe  in  his  demands  and  then  cooperate  with  him  until 
thoroug^y  convinced  that  he  is  unreasonable.  And  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  what  seems  unreasonable  will  prove  to  l>e  misunderstanding.  Co-opera- 
tion is  the  key  to  the  smooth  working  of  any  school. 

8.  Pupils  should  \k  taught  to  keep  their  desks  in  good  order  and  to 
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take  out  material  carefully  and  quietly.  These  practices  should  become 
habits  and  should  not  require  constant  reminders. 

9.  Questions  which  can  be  answered  by  "yes"  or  "no"  require  little 
or  no  thought.  It  is  a  good  rule,  which  may  now  and  then  have  an  excep- 
tion, never  to  ask  such  questions. 

10.  When  a  question  is  adced  of  a  class,  it  should  be  assumed  that 
every  pupil  knows  the  answer.  It  is  unwise  to  ask  for  a  show  of  hands  in 
the  ordinary  routine  of  class  instruction,  for  this  implies  that  only  a  few 
know  the  answer  to  the  question.  ' 

Teachers  of  the  county  do  the  State  Readii^  Circle  work  each  year, 
and  much  attention  is  paid  to  getting  good  juvenile  books  in  the  vatious 
school  libraries.   No  county  in  the  state  excels  this  one  in  this  respect 

There  are  eig^it  "Standard  Schools"  in  the  county  which  have  earned 
the  coveted  metal  plate  from  the  state.  The  first  to  receive  thh  honor  was 
district  No.  i,  Easton  township,  known  as  the  "Prison  School":  then  fol- 
lowed the  "Steel,"  "Case,"  "Spaulding."  "Stone."  "Loomis,"  "Badder"  and 
the  "Abl>ey."  The  "Standard  Srhool"  is  described  in  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  : 

STANDARD  SCHOOL. 

To  the  School  Boards  of  Rural  School  Districts:  The  State  of  Mich- 
igan has  a  compulsory  attendance  law  which  requires  every  ,  child  between 
the  ages  of  seven  and  sixteen  to  attend  school  every  day  during  the  time 
that  school  is  taught  in  the  district.  Most  of  the  country  school  buildings 
are  very  faulty  in  matters  of  heat,  light,  ventilation  and  sanitation.  It  would 
seem  only  fair  that  inasmuch  as  the  state  compels  every  child  to  go  to  school 
that  he  should  have  reasonably  decent  quarters.  The  purpose  of  this  note 
is  to  tell  you  of  a  plan  to  create  a  standard  srhool. 

If  any  srhool  board  of  Michigan  w  ill  so  arrange  its  plan  that  they  will 
confrirni  to  the  specifications  hereinafter  descrilK^d,  the  superiniendent  of 
public  instruction  will  designate  the  school  as  a  standard  school.  He  will, 
with  the  county  commissioner,  inspect  the  plant  and  if  the  plant  fulfils 
requirements  he  will  put  on  the  front  of  the  building  a  metal  tablet  that  can 
be  seen  by  all  who  pass.  This  tablet  will  bear  the  words,  "Standard  School." 
He  will  also  give  to  the  school  a  framed  diploma  to  be  hung  inside  the  build- 
ing which  states  that  this  particular  school  has  been  awarded  the  dtstin^ 
(24) 
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q-uislied  honor  oi  being  put  in  the  standard  scIkmiI  class,  this  distinction  to 
be  taken  away  if  the  school  falls  below  the  requirements.  The  require- 
ments for  the  standard  school  are  as  follow : 

Yard  and  Outbuildings, 

1.  Ample  grounds  of  at  least  one-half  acre. 

2.  Some  trees  and  shrubs  tastefully  arranged 

3.  Good  approaches  to  the  house. 

4.  Two  well-kept,  widely  separated  outhouses. 

5.  Suitable  room  or  place  for  fuel. 

The  School  House. 

1.  House  well  built,  in  good  repair  and  painted. 

2.  Good  foundation. 

3.  Well  lighted  with  some  attention  to  proper  lighting. 

4.  Attractive  interior  decorations. 

5.  Good  blackboards,  some  suitable  for  small  children. 

6.  Heated  with  room  heater  and  ventilator  in  corner,  or  basement 
furnace  which  brings  clean  air  in  through  the  furnace  and  removes  foul  air 
from  room. 

7.  Hardwood  iloor  and  interior  clean  and  tidy. 

Furnishings  and  Supplies, 

1.  Desks  suitable  fnr  children  of  ail  ages,  properly  placed. 

2.  Good  teacher's  desk. 

3.  Good  l)ookcases. 

4.  A  ci^ood  collection  of  juvenile  books  suitable  as  aids  to  school  work 
as  well  as  for  general  reading. 

5.  Set  of  good  maps,  a  globe,  dictionary,  sanitary  drinking  facilities. 

The  OrganisaHon. 

1.  School  well  organized,  especially  as  to  grades. 

2.  Classification  and  daily  register  well  kept. 

3.  Definite  program  of  recitation  and  study. 

4.  Attendance  regular. 

5.  At  least  eight  months  of  school. 

6.  Discipline  good. 
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The  Teacher. 

I  F.diicntion :  The  equivalent  of  a  county  normal  course  or  of  a  four- 
year  high  school  course. 

2-.    Nfmt  receive  a  suitable  salary. 

3.  Ranked  by  the  county  <  oiiimis^ioiiei  as  a  good  or  superior  teacher. 

4.  Must  attend  institutes  and  teachers*  meetings. 

These  requirements  are  by  no  means  severe  and  most  of  them  arc  vitally 

necessary  as  far  as  the  health  and  efficiency  of  the  children  are  concerned. 
A  child  spends  from  four  to  six  hours  each  school  day  itisidc  the  school 
room,  more  wakint;-  hrtuis  than  he  siK-iids  in  any  one  ronm  in  his  home. 
Unless  the  room  is  thoroughly  warmed,  unless  it  is  supphed  constantly  with 
fresh,  pure  air,  unless  it  is  well  iii^hied,  unless  comfortable  beats  and  desks 
of  the  proper  size  for  the  uidividual  are  provided,  unless  the  pupils  can 
drink  without  a  risk  of  contamination,  the  healtli  oi  the  ciiildren  in  that 
school  is  being  menaced.  A  good  teacher  is  vital,  but  she  must  have  proper 
equipment  in  order  to  do  effective  work  and  a  well-selected  school  library 
is  one  of  the  most  important  essentials. 

Trusting  that  you  will  co-operate  with  the  county  commissioner  and  this 
department  for  more  satisfactory  school  conditions,  I  am, 

Yours  sincerely^  Fred  L.  Kbeler, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

This  county  has  an  eighth  grade  graduation  and  field  day  that  is 
unequaled  in  any  county  so  far  as  can  be  learned.  The  time  for  this  event 
has  usually  been  the  first  Saturday  in  June  of  each  year.  At  the  eighth 
grade  exercises  which  arc  held  in  the  forenoon  at  ten  o'clock,  some  speaker 
of  note  gives  a  short  address  which,  with  music,  forms  the  principal  part  of 
the  exercise.  Such  crowds  attend  these  exercises  that  no  room  has  been 
obtained  large  enough  to  accommodate  all  who  wish  to  attend.  In  the 
forenoon  also  are  held  tennis  contests  and  preliminaries  to  the  afternoon 
track  events.  In  the  afternoon  from  5,000  to  10,000  people  gather  on  the 
fair  grounds  at  Ionia  to  witness  the  contests.  Special  trains  have  been  char- 
tered to  bring  the  j.)eo|)le,  and  the  varioits  high  schools  bring  vast  crowds 
to  cheer  their  own  track  team  or  baseball  team  on  to  victory. 

Corn  club.s  and  potato  clubs  have  been  formed  with  a  great  deal  of 
sticcess.  Homer  Fletcher,  one  of  the  school  boys,  holds  the  record  of  being 
one  of  the  best  corn  growers  in  Micliigan. 
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NtWSl'Ai'EKS  Oi?  IONIA  COUNiV. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  Ionia  county  was  the  Ionia  Journal. 
It  waft  established  by  Ira  W.  Robinson  in  FetHiiary,  1843,  ^  ^^^^ 
this  paper  was  a  five-column  foHo,  each  page  being  twelve  inches  by  sixteen 
in  dimensions.  A  copy  of  this  relic  of  early  journalism  in  Ionia  county  is 
availaUe  for  examination  and  although  rather  tattered  by  age  it  showed 
good  workmanship.  This  copy  h)ears  the  date  and  hcadinsf  "Ionia,  Michi- 
gan, December  27,  1843,"  '^""^  volume  I»  inmilter  45.  The  motto  of  ilie 
paper  is  one  wliich  immediately  attracts  the  eye:  "Freedom  of  Inquiry 
and  the  Power  oi  the  People — Bound  to  No  Party — To  Xo  Sect  tnslaven," 
The  price  o£  the  paper  was  $2.00  per  annum  in  advance,  to  those  village 
subscribers  who  had  their  papers  left  at  their  dwellings.  Office  and  mail 
subscribers,  $1.50  per  annum  in  advance.  A  fee  of  twenty-five  cents  was 
to  be  added  to  the  above  prices  when  payment  was  delayed  six  months,  and 
fifty  cents  if  left  until  the  end  of  the  year.  The  business  notice  in  the  upper 
left  hand  comer  of  the  paper  declares  that  the  Journal  will  be  published 
every  Wednesday  by  Ira  W.  Robinson.  The  terms  of  advertising  were  as 
follow  :  "One  square  of  twelve  lines  or  less  inserted  three  weeks  for  $1.00. 
Each  additional  insertion  twen^-five  cents.  A  liberal  discount  made  to 
those  who  advertise  by  the  year.  Advertisements  not  accompanied  by  direc- 
tions will  Ht^  ntiblished  until  ordered  out,  and  charged  accordingly-  When 
a  postponement  is  attached  to  an  advertisement,  the  whole  will  Ik-  charged, 
as  if  for  the  first  publication.  Payment  for  all  advertising  from  abroad, 
and  all  legal  advertisements,  will  be  required  in  advance.  Letters  on  busi- 
ness must  be  post|)aid,  to  receive  attention.'*  This  issue  of  the  Ionia  Joumat 
contained  not  a  single  item  of  local  news.  It  was  made  up  of  a  story  on 
"Life  in  New  York,"  by  Jonathan  Slick,  Esq.,  an  item  on  "The  Culture  of 
Wheat,"  an  editorial  on  "Post  Office  Reform,"  a  few  items  of  general  news 
and  some  news  from  Europe  via  the  steamship  "Acadia"  and  was  marked 
"fifteen  days  later,"  a  business  directory  of  Ionia  and  eig^t  columns  of 
advertisements. 

Mr.  RolMnson  continued  as  editor  of  the  Journal  for  three  or  four 
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years,  when,  in  consequence  of  having  become  involved  in  some  difficult 
business  relations,  he  abandoned  this  field  altogether  and  the  Journal  ceased 
its  existence. 

The  next  venture  in  the  newspaper  field  was  attempted  by  Mr.  E.  R 
Powell  and  the  paper  was  a  success  both  financially  and  otherwise.  This 
was  the  Ionia  Gazette  and  the  initial  number  of  this  paper  was  issued  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  January,  T849.  '^^'^  Powell  was  a  native  of  Hdwc!!.  Mull- 
igan, and  pnrcha'^ed  considerat)Ie  of  the  material  fonuerlv  usfd  in  the  Journal 
office.  The  size  01  the  pajier  at  first  was  a  five-e-oUnnn  f(jlio  and  was  printed 
on  a  Ramage  wooden  press.  Jn  1833,  owing  to  the  increase  m  business,  the 
paper  was  enlarged  to  a  six-column  folio,  and  ag^ain,  in  September,  1857, 
jubt  after  the  conipletion  of  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  railroad  to  Ionia, 
business  took  another  boost  and  'the  paper  was  enlarged  to  a  seven-column 
folio,  which  size  it  retained.  Politically,  the  Gcusette  began  as  an  independent 
paper,  but  after  two  or  three  years'  existence  it  began  to  advocate  Demo- 
cratic principles,  continuing  thus  until  the  organization  of  the  RepuUicaD 
party,  in  1856,  when  it  joined  that  party,  and  thereafter  was  a  stalwart 
RepubUcan  sheet.  The  last  number  of  the  Gazette  was  issued  in  At^st, 
1867,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  office  equipment  was  sold  to  the  Sentinel 
and  the  editor  removed  to  Stanton,  where  he  had  taken  charge  of  the  Mont- 
calm Herald. 

IONIA  SENTINEL. 

The  Ionia  Sentinel,  the  oldest  paixT  in  Iniiia  county,  was  established  in 
1866,  the  tirst  issue  being  May  i  in  that  year.  The  first  publishers  were 
T.  G.  Stevenson  and  J.  C.  Taylor.  In  1870  Gen.  James  H,  Kidd  purchased 
a  third  interest  and  in  1887  became  sole  owner  of  the  property.  In  that 
year  a  daily  edition  of  the  Sentinel  was  established  called  the  Daily  MaiL 
Ths  was  later  changed  to  the  Daily  Sentinel.  Both  weekly  and  daily  editions 
were  published  from  that  time  on.  General  Kidd  remained  the  editor  and 
publisher  until  his  death  in  1913. 

The  Sentinel  has  always  been  a  Republican  pamper  in  politics  and  is  a 
widely-read  county  newspaper  occupying  first  rank.  With  the  largest  cir- 
culation in  the  county  it  is  a  well-patronized  advertising  medium.  The 
present  staff  is  composed  of  Frederick  McC.  Kidd,  editor;  Harry  E.  Spen- 
cer, business  manager;  Josephine  Lehman,  reporter;  Frank  T,  Stevenson, 
foreman:  Karl  Wright,  linotype  oi>era1or;  O,  C.  Wright,  job  printer;  Ear! 
Seely,  Lewis  Arbor,  Leon  Mile<=T<i,  Jessie  Seymour:  Bert  Underwood,  press- 
man; Claude  Kieft.   The  office  has  a  complete  and  up-to-date  job  plant  2A 
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well  as  a  newspaper  plant  and  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  equipped  offices 
in  this  section  of  the  state. 

Gen.  James  H.  Kidd.  for  seventy-three  years  a  resident  of  Ionia,  was 
bom  here  on  February  14,  1840,  and  died  on  March  ig,  19 13.  During  his 
boyiiood  days  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  derked  in  the  store  of  his 
father,  James  M.  Kidd,  at  Kiddville,  near  the  present  dty  of  Belding.  In 
i860  he  graduated  from  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti  and  entered 
the  University  of  Michigan. 

Tn  1862  he  was  second  lieutenant  of  the  Tapimn  Guards,  a  company  of 
iinivcibity  stiuiciits.  Tn  the  same  year  he  refused  a  commission  in  the 
Twenty  first  ivegiiueut,  Michipfan  \'olunteer  Infantry,  to  enter  the  cavalry 
and  in  iVugiist  was  autiionzed  by  Col.  F.  W.  Kellogg  to  orgaiiizt-  a  compaxiy 
of  cavalry — Comfmiy  E,  Sixth  Michigan-"-and  was  commissioned  captain. 
On  May  9,  1863,  he  was  commissioned  major  and  May  19  was  made  colonel. 
He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Falling  Waters.  He  partidpated  in  Kil- 
patrick's  raid,  the  Wilderness  campaign,  the  Shenandoah  valley  operations 
and  succeeded  Gen.  George  A.  Custer  to  the  command  of  the  Michigan 
cavalry  brigade  which  he  commanded  at  Cedar  creek.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  ordered  west  and  commanded  the  left  wing  of  the  Powder  river 
expedition  against  the  Indians,  establishir^  a  post  and  building  Ft.  Reno  on 
the  Powder  river  in  Wyoming.  At  the  close  of  the  campaign  he  was 
brevetted  brigadier  general  of  volunteers. 

General  Kidd  entered  the  manufacturing  business  in  Tonia  and  in  t86~ 
was  ai>pointed  register  of  the  land  ofllcc  at  Ionia.  In  1876  he  l>ecan-ic  the 
first  captain  of  the  Ionia  Ligln  ( maids,  in  1879  he  was  made  coloiu  !  and 
brigade  quartcnnaster  of  the  MirhiL;an  Xational  Guard,  when  the  bris^ade 
was  first  organized.  Tn  18S2  and  1883  ^^^^  hrigade  inspector  and  in 
1885  was  made  inspector  general  by  Gov.  R.  A.  Alger.  In  1895  he  was 
appointed  quartermaster  general  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  ]chn  T.  Rich,  in  1901 
and  1903  he  occupied  the  same  position  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  A.  T.  Bliss  and 
served  in  the  same  capadty  from  1905  to  191 1  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Fred  M. 
Warner.  In  1897  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  deep  waterways  commission 
at  Detroit  for  three  years. 

General  Kidd  was  at  one  time  eminent  commander  of  the  Masonic  order 
in  Ionia  and  junior  warden  of  the  grand  commandeiy.  He  served  as  com- 
mander of  the  Department  of  Michigan  Grand  Army  of  tfie  Republic,  a 
member  of  the  Toyal  legion.  Michigan  Cavalr\\  of  which  he  was  the  head 
at  one  titrc.  nnd  president  of  the  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry  Association.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  commission  having  in  charge  the  fiftieth  atmiversary 
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cele1>ration  of  the  battle  of  Gettyslmrg.  He  was  a  member  o£  the  committee 
which  arranged  for  and  unveiled  the  ecjuestrian  statue  of  General  Custer  at 
Monroe,  and  was  also  connected  with  the  unveiling  of  the  Michigan  statue 
at  Andersonville  {M-ison,  and  the  Michigan  statue  on  the  battlefield  of  Gettys- 
burg. 

General  Kidd  was  signally  honored  in  i<:no  when  the  University  of 
Mrdiig'an  conferred  u\K)n  him  the  degree  of  1  )r>rtor  of  T-iterature.  in  recog- 
nition (  f  the  |>nV>lic  services  and  his  literarv  wjik.  He  wrote  and  ijuhhshed 
the  "i'ersonal  Recollections  of  a  Ca\'alrynian  with  Custer's  Michigan  Brigade 
in  the  Civil  War,"  an  authoritative  work. 

He  was  a  stanch  Republican  and  a  delegate  to  the  national  Republican 
convention  in  1802.  Loyalty  to  country,  love  of  home  and  family  and  a 
strict  adherence  to  principles  of  thorough  honesty  in  his  political  and  busi- 
ness life  characterized  the  life  of  General  Kidd.  Throughout  the  period  of 
his  living  years  he  was  faithful  to  every  trust  that  was  placed  in  his  keeping. 

lONtA  STANDARD. 

The  Imiia  Standuro,  wUh  daily  and  weekly  editions,  i.^  published  by 
Robert  Baerd.  The  weekly  edition  was  established  in  1868,  while  the  daily 
edition  was  first  published  in  i8qi,  both  being  Democratic  in.  politics  and 
having  gained  a  very  enviable  position  among  the  Democratic  papers  of  the 
state.  Up  to  May  i.  1914,  the  Standard  had  been  published  by  a  company, 
but  at  this  time  Robert  Baerd,  always  an  active  publisher  in  the  company, 
bought  out  his  partner,  J.  C.  Taylor,  and  since  that  time  has  continued  the 
pnhlicntinn  of  the  papers,  keeping  them  on  the  same  high  plane  on  which 
they  have  always  been  held.  By  reason  of  a  liberal  advertising  patronage, 
the  daily  has  been  enlarp^ed  from  time  to  time,  while  both  editions  at  all 
times  keep  tnll  pace  with  llie  spirit  of  progress  of  the  present  ajfe.  and  are 
well  recrji^nized  factor?  in  ihe  upbuilding'  of  Tonia  city.  The  Standard  also 
has  a  \\  ell -equipped  plant  for  general  commercial  printing. 

Ivolxjrt  Baerd.  owner  and  publisher  of  the  Siamliird,  w;is  l>orn  in  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana,  April  27,  i«S57,  remaining  there  until  fifteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  as  a  journeyman  printer.  In 
188 1  he  came  to  Ionia,  and  in  ^lay,  1883,  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
Standard,  having  been  one  of  its  active  publishers  from  that  time  and  now 
is  sole  owner.  Mr.  Baerd  has  always  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
prosperity  of  Ionia,  and  has  served  the  city  as  mayor,  treasurer  and  deric, 
and  many  years  as  alderman. 
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lOKlA  NATIONAL. 

The  Jonia  National  was  established  in  August,  1878,  by  L.  P.  Brock, 
and  soon  became  the  leading  organ  of  the  Greenback  party  in  western  Mich- 
igan. Soon  after  it  began  puUication,  it  unearthed  a  series  of  corrupt  prac- 
tices on  the  part  of  the  first  warden  of  the  Ionia  state  reformatory  which 
tx-ought  it  into  state-wide  notice,  and  also  brought  to  it  the  notoriety  of  a 
criminal  libel  suit  instituted  by  the  Mrarden.  The  case  never  came  to  trial, 
lor  the  reason  that  the  state  Legislature  took  the  matter  up  and  after  a 
thorongh  in'/estigation — in  which  nl!  the  charge?  made  by  the  National  were 
fuiiy  pro\cii-  the  warden  was  deposcil  of  his  offitf.  This,  together  with 
its  streruirniij  and  able  advocacy  of  the  Greenback  iloctrines.  increased  its 
circulation  until  it  rivalled  that  of  any  paper  ever  published  ui  ihc  county. 
In  the  campaign  of  18S4  the  editor,  Mr.  Brock  was  nominated  an<l  elected 
county  register  of  deeds,  on  a  Greenback  and  Democratic  fusion  ticket; 
to  which  office  he  was  re-elected  in  1886. 

In  1887  Mr  Brock  sold  the  paper  to  Dan  C.  Wachs,  who  soon  after 
changed  its  name  to  the  Ionia  Express.  Later  Mr.  Orin  Wright  became  its 
owner  and  editor  and  it  finally  became  merged  with  the  /oiua  Standard, 
During  the  campaign  of  1880,  1882,  1884  and  1886,  the  National  enjoyed 
a  state-wide  reputation  and  its  editorial  utterances  were  largely  quoted  by 
the  state  press  and  by  many  papers  with  a  nation-wide  drculation,  like  the 
Philadelphia  American  and  the  Chicago  Express.  Previous  to  the  campaigns 
of  1884  and  1886,  Ionia  county  had  been  one  of  the  strongholds  of  the 
Republican  party  in  the  state,  but  since  that  time  it  has  been  more  or  less 
vacillating  in  its  politics. 

PORTLAND  OBSERVER. 

The  Obsen.'cr  (  or  rather  Advertiser  as  it  was  then  called  )  was  eslah- 
lished  in  F'ortland  111  the  summer  of  7867  by  the  late  H.  W'ickwire,  who 
sold  the  plant  alter  issuing  seven  numbers  oi  the  paper  to  Joseph  W.  BaileVi 
now  ot  Lansing.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Bailey  took  charge  of  the  business  he 
changed  the  name  of  the  paper  to  the  Observer,  by  which  name,  it  is  still 
known.  Mr.  Wickwire  went  from  Portland  to  Dexter,  where  he  established 
the  Dexter  Leader.  In  1876  Mr.  Bailey  erected  a  two-story  brick  building 
on  Kent  street,  the  upper  floor  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  plant  through 
all  of  the  different  changes  in  ownership  until  January,  1916,  when  the 
paper  took  up  more  modem  quarters  on  the  ground  floor  in  a  two^tory 
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brick  building  on  south  Kent  street  recently  completed  for  Mrs.  Adah  J. 
Blanchard. 

It  was  in  18H2  that  Mr.  Bailey  sold  the  Obscn'er  to  Hartman  &  Bel- 
knap»  two  young  printers  from  Ohio,  and  thcy»  about  a  year  later,  sold  it  to 
Lew  F.  McCutcheon.  who  had  leame<l  his  trade  in  the  ofllce  and  who  was 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  |xiper  until  selling  it  to  C.  D.  Tomy,  of  I'ort- 
land,  an  experienced  cUv  no\\  ?papcr  man,  in  the  summer  of  1907.  Mr. 
-McLiilcheon  is  now  eiie;i'-:e<J  111  the  real  estrite  business  in  Detroit  and,  Mr. 
Toniy  in  the  clothni^  Inisiiiess  in  this  villat^e  In  beptcinber,  1910,  the 
Observer  was  sold  to  Messrs  Arthttr  T..  l<>ancis  and  l-'loyd  C.  Rice,  both 
Portland  bovs  and  sont*  of  well-known  citizens  here.  Mr.  F  rancis  took  the 
editorial  responsibilities  of  the  business  and  Mr.  Rice  looked  after  the 
mechanical  end  until  the  fall  01  1912,  two  years  later,  when  Mr.  Francis 
took  over  Mr.  Rice's  interest.  Mr.  I'Yancis  is  still  in  charge  and  has  built 
up  the  subscription  list  from  approximately  900  copies  weekly  to  approxi- 
mately 2,000.  The  job  work  and  advertising  patronage  have  also  increased 
proportionately.  As  to  equipment,  the  Obsenvr  placed  itself  in  a  class  with 
the  best  eciuipped  country  offices  in  the  state  by  installing  a  new  $2,100 
model  No.  15  Mergenthaler  linotype  upon  taking  up  its  new  quarters  in  the 
Blanchard  block. 

The  politics  of  the  Observer  was  Republican  through  all  of  the  differ- 
ent managements  imtil  C.  D.  Tomy  assumed  charge  in  the  summer  of  1907. 
He  ma<te  the  paper  independent  ami  it  is  still  so. 

l^RTJ^AKD  REVIEW. 

T^e  Rezneu'.  a  weekly  newsjiaper  ]nil))ished  at  f*ortland,  was  established 
on  June  3,  1885,  by  Frank  K.  Doremus,  now  representative  in  Congress 
from  the  first  congressional  district  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Doremus'  equipment 
con.sisted  of  a  Washington  hand  press  and  a  few  cases  of  type  which  he 
bought  second  hand.  He  was  a  native  of  Portland,  but  had  gone  over  to 
Pewamo  to  conduct  the  Plain  Dealer,  having  packed  up  the  printer's  trade 
in  his  home  town.  The  Rnieru  wb.^  started  when  he  gave  up  the  Pewamo 
venture.  He  had  been  ptihlishins^  the  Rn'im!  al>out  five  years  whi-n  Fred  ^ 
J.  Mauren,  a  young  printer,  born  and  brought  up  in  Portland,  entered  his 
employ.  Mr.  Doremu.s  weni  to  the  Legislature  the  next  winter,  as  repre- 
sentative from  the  Ionia  coimtv  district  and  left  Mauren  in  charge  of  the 
pajier.  Upon  his  return  from  Lansing  he  took  his  yf>ung  employee  as  a 
partner  and  the  two  made  many  improvements  in  the  olnhce,  enlarging  the 
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paper,  buying  a  new  press  and  modem  equipment.  Air.  Doremus  served 
one  term  as  postmaster,  under  Cleveland's  administration,  and  on  his  retire- 
ment moved  to  Detroit  to  "^tudy  law,  still  retajnin£>  his  interest  in  the  Review, 
but  sold  it  to  Mr.  Mauren  in  April,  igoo.  M  r.  Mauren  succeeded  Mr.  Dore- 
mus as  postmaster,  being  a  Republican,  while  his  partner  was  a  Democrat, 
aiid  held  the  office  two  terms.  When  his  successor  was  appointed  he  gave 
his  flit  lie  time  to  the  newspaper,  which  he  has  built  up  to  %  circulation  of 
2,000  cijpies  weekly. 

'I  lic  A'it  ictt.'  was  the  first  country  newspaper  in  liii.i  part  of  Michig-an 
to  feature  its  news  stories  with  heads  and  to  give  to  the  first  page  a  make-up 
similar  to  that  of  the  metropolitan  dailies.  This  practice  has  now  l)ecotne 
quite  general.  The  paper  has<  a  large  and  growing  advertising  patronage, 
maintaining  an  excellent  job  printing  department  in  connection,  and  ranks 
well  with  the  best  country-  journals  of  the  state.  The  paper  is  independent 
in  politics.  The  support  it  gave  Fred  Cook,  Democrat  nominee  for  county 
clerk,  is  generally  credited  with  having  had  much  to  do  with  that  gentle- 
man's success  in  the  first  cam^iaign  and  in  two  subsequent  cam|raigns  when 
he  was  re-elected.  At  the  same  time  it  supported  the  Republican  candidates 
for  governor  and  in  191 2  it  gave  support  to  Roosevelt  for  president.  He 
made  a  strong  showing  in  the  county. 

BF.I.DlNti  BANNER. 

t 

The  Belding  Banner  was  established  in  Belding  the  hrst  week  in  June, 
1889,  by  Embrie  B.  l.wapham  and  Charles  R.  Cowdin,  who  came  to  Belding 
from  Rockfor<l,  Michigan,  putting  in  a  complete  new  plant,  with  a  Prouty 
cylinder  press  and  one  job  press. 

Six  niondis  later  lire  destroyed  all  the  plant  except  the  job  press.  The 
proprietors  bought  a  new  cylinder  press  and  continued  business.  In  1904 
Mr.  Lapham  purchased  Air  (  owdin's  interest  in  the  plant  and  continued  as 
editor  and  i«*oprietor  until  February.  10  r 3,  when  he  sold  out  to  Jesse  K. 
Coates  and  James  M.  Lan^ston  of  Hasiiiios. 

A  few  iiKnitlia  later  Mr,  lAird  Hick<.  also  of  Hastings,  tunk  an  intrrcsr 
in  the  new  firii!,  ^vhich  couiaiucd  10  run  the  paper  until  Alay,  1915,  at  which 
time  Mr.  Lapham  took  over  the  Hicks  and  Coutes  interest  and  together  with 
Mr.  Langston  continues  the  business  under  the  name  of  the  Banner  Publish-  ^ 
nig  Company. 

The  Banner  has  always  adhered  to  the  Republican  side  in  politics. 
Its  present  drculation  is  2,000. 
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££LDING  NEWS. 

The  Belding  News  was  established  in  April,  1896.  by  Frank  J.  Luick, 
one  of  the  present  publishers,  who  continued  as  owner,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  same  up  to  July  19.  1915.  when  he  sold  a  one-half  interest  in  the  plant 
and  good  will  to  Kdward  D.  Engemann,  Sr..  since  which  time  the  News 
has  been  published  under  the  Bnn  name  of  Luick  &  Engemann. 

In  1886  Mr  Luick  established  the  Echo  at  Tustin,  Osceola  county, 
Michigan,  which  he  published  seven  years.  In  1893,  he  sold  his  plant  in 
Tustii)  and  established  the  Times  at  Dorr,  Allegan  county,  Michigan,  which 
he  piibhshed  until  August,  1895,  when  he  sold  the  same  and  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  a  iirni  in  Grarul  Rapids,  estabhshini,--  tlic  Freecoinage  Jnde-^ 
pendent. 'sdling,  his  interest  m  the  sdua-  m  January,  1896. 

During-  all  these  vears  Mr.  Luick  has  affilTated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  devotinjf  a  lari^e  rmmnnt  nt  his  time,  lahrr  ai^.d  s|>acc  in  an  effort  to 
convince  liis  readeis  thai  lub  puliiical  bclit;];,  and  opinions  were  sound. 
There  has  never  been  any  financial  incumbrance  on  the  Belding  \m's  plant. 

Edward  D.  Engemann,  Sr.,  who  is  the  junior  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Luick  &  Egemann,  took  up  the  management  of  the  Belding  Nnus  in  July, 
1915,  and  has  worked  up  from  a  practically  uneducated  boy  to  his  present 
position  as  business  manager  of  the  paper.  He  was  taught  the  case  by  Mr. 
Luick  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  by  putting  in  his  spare  time  evenings  and 
Saturday  afternoons,  working  in  the  News  office,  he  soon  got  an  insight 
into  the  business.  Kis  next  step  was  the  purchase  of  a  job  printing  plant  in 
Detroit,  which  he  later  moved  to  Belding,  selling  a  one-half  interest  in  the 
same  to  his  brother,  George  H.  Engemann,  running  under  the  firm  name  of 
Engfemann  Brothers.  Neither  being'  practical  printers  it  was  deemed  unwise 
to  do  ativ  ijrintiiig  for  local  people,  and  so  the  use  of  the  United  States 
mail  was  rtsoried  to,  and  a  splendid  mail  order  cash  imsiness  was  soon 
established.  He  closed  this  jilanl  at  the  time  he  purchased  the  job  ijrintiiii^ 
de|iarlmciil  of  the  Belding  Bamirr,  in  r<impany  with  Kmhrc-e  R,  Lapham, 
nmning  the  same  under  the  name  of  Tlie  Belding  Printing  C'ompany.  In 
September,  1914,  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  this  company  to  his  partner, 
and  secured  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  for  a  basket  factory,  resigning 
this  in  Jttly,  1915.  to  take  the  management  and  a  one-half  interest  in  the 
Belding  News. 

He  has  had  valuable  experience  on  some  of  the  best  country  papers  in 
the  land»  working  for  editor  A.  T.  Cowan,  of  the  Polo,  Illinois,  Tri^ounty 
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Press,  and  similar  papers.  Immediately  upon  assuming  the  management  of 
the  Belding  News,  Mr.  Engemann  took  steps  to  secure  larger  and  more 
suitaUe  quarters  for  the  publication  of  the  paper,  and  began  to  secure  new 

ecjuipment  for  the  plant,  among  the  latter  was  a  fine  newspaper  press.  As 
a  result  of  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Nervs,  the  circulation  and  patronage 
which  the  paper  enjoyed  have  increased  wonderfully,  as  many  as  twenty-six 

1>ona-ficfe  subscril^rs  Ixiin^  placed  on  the  subscription  list  with  no  extra  effort 
being  used  to  secure  them  within  sixteen  hours. 

l  he  Belding  Ncms  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some  time,  the  t^cial 
organ  of  the  city  of  Belding. 

SAR.ANAC  ADVERTISER. 

* 

The  Saranac  Advertiser  was  established  in  April,  1893,  by  Hiram  T. 
Johnson,  who  has  had  complete  charge  and  direction  since.  It  started  with 
a  smaJl  equipment  and  a  Washington  hand  press,  a  four-page  paper.  It 

was  soon  made  an  eight-page  paper.  The  paper  started  without  a  single 
snl>scripti<?n  or  advertising  contract,  but  was  given  a  hearty  siqjport  by  the 
people  from  the  rirst,  and  has  the  distinction  of  having  one  advertiser  who 
has  had  an  ad.  m  every  issue,  ill  the  same  position,  lor  over  twenty-two  years. 
S.  A.  Watt  is  the  man. 

In  1911  ilie  Sarancu:  Local  was  coiisohdaied  with  tiic  Adi/ertiser.  ihc 
equipment  is  now  up-to-date,  having  installed  a  fine  new  cylinder  press  the 
lirst  of  last  year  and  has  its  own  fine  tmck  building.  The  present  year  has 
been  the  best  in  its  history  in  every  department.  The  Advertiser  is  a  Repub- 
lican paper  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  village  and 
community.  It  has  fought  for  waterworks  for  years  and  had  the  satisfac^ 
tion  of  seeing  it  accomplished  last  year. 

Hiram  T.  Ji^nson  had  about  one  year's  experience  in  a  printing  office 
before  he  started  the  Advertiser,  but  he  gave  the  new  enterprise  his  best 
thought  and  energy,  working  almost  night  and  day,  working  at  the  desk, 
thp  case,  or  doing  press  work  or  anything  that  was  neederl.  He  has  been 
rewarded  by  seeint^  the  Inisine.ss  grow  from  a  small  l)eginning  to  one  of  the 
most  prosi>erous  papers  in  Ionia  comity.  His  son,  Norton  S.  Johnson, 
assumed  an  interest  in  the  i>apcr  January  1,  1916,  relieving  his  father  of 
some  of  the  detail  work. 
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LAKE  ODESSA  WAVE-TIMES. 

The  Lake  Odessa  Wave-Times  was  organized  on  March  i,  1888,  and 
at  that  early  period  it  was  called  the  Lake  Odessa  News.  It  continued  as 
the  News  for  ajbout  a  year  when  it  was  changed  to  the  lAtke  Odessa  Wave. 
On  October  12,  1909,  on  the  consolidation  of  the  Wasfe  and  the  Times  the 
name  was  again  changed  to  the  Wave-Times.  The  Times  was  first  pub- 
lished in  1902  and  was  purchased  hy  the  editors  of  the  Wazfe. 

The  first  owner  and  publisher  of  the  Lake  Odessa  Wave-Times  was 
Harry  Walker  who  started  the  paper  and  continued  with  it  for  about  three 
years  when  he  sold  out  to  Qyde  Francis.  The  latter  served  as  owner  and 
editor  for  about  five  years  when  it  passed  into  the  ownership  of  ('hnrles  W. 
Slosson,  The  latter  purchased  the  paper  alxjul  the  year  1890  and  retained 
until  1Q02  w  [K-n  he  sold  it  to  .\!hert  Wel>er-  Mr.  Weber  e'  >ntimie<l  to  nm 
the  paj  cr  until  AugUi^t,  1905,  when  the  present  owner,  A.  J,  Dann,  assumed 
control. 

The  first  editors  oi  the  Lake  Odessa  Times  were  Benjamin  and  George 
McMillan.  After  these  came  Hancock  and  Prestidge  who  got  out  the  paper 
two  years  before  it  became  the  pfoperi}  of  the  Wave. 

The  politics  of  the  Wave-Times  has  always  been  independent.  It  has 
stood  for  the  best  in  all  parties  and  has  always  been  a  booster  to  the  town 
and  a  champion  of  clean  politics.  The  size  of  the  paper  at  present  is  a 
seven-column  eight-page,  and  it  has  a  circulation  at  present  of  1,350. 

The  Lake  Odessa  Wave-Times  is  printed  by  the  Dann  Newspaper  Syndi- 
cate. This  syndicate,  which  is  managed  by  A.  J.  Dann  &  Son,  Stanley  W. 
Dnnn,  has  three  circuits  in  which  it  prints  |>ai>ers.  One  paper  in  each  of 
these  circuits  is  iiiaUe  up  entireiy  !)y  the  Dann  Printing  and  i'ublishing  (Com- 
pany, while  the  other  papers  m  each  of  the  circuits  that  are  under  this  syndi- 
cate are  partly  printed  by  this  company  and  the  rest  printed  in  the  local 
Aeld^. 

This  company  is  exceptionally  housed  in  a  brick  building  forty-twp  by 
si?cty-six..  The  equipment  of  the  plant  consists  of  a  two  revolution  four- 
roller,  quarto  size,  cylinder  press,  with  electric  power  and  fixtures,  a  twelve 
by  eighteen  Chandler  &  Price  jobber,  a  seven  by  eleven  Gordon  jobber,  a 
new  improved  twenty-four  page  Mentges  folder,  a  new  modd  No.  15 
Mergenthaier  linotype  machine,  a  new  improved  sterotyping  outfit,  a  home- 
made Miller  saw  and  trimmer.  This  paper  also  boasts  of  having  the  largest 
stone  space  of  any  paper  in  this  section  of  the  country  except  the  dty  papers. 
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Besides  the  regular  printing  of  the  different  papers  and  job  work  this 
syndicate  has  become  quite  extensively  known  as  a  mail  order  house  and 
its  volume  of  business  in  this  line  is  gradually  increasing. 

CLARKS\1IXE  RECORD. 

The  ClarkstnUc  Record  \vrt>  org-anized  on  July  i,  1895.  lliis  paper 
was  started  by  C.  W.  <''oniptoii.  \\lio  was  sdle  owner  ;nul  editor  for  aljoiit 
thrrr  veari,  whcn  it  paiicd  into  tlie  liamls  <)f  V  .  H.  Church.  The  latter  kept 
the  paper  for  some  two  years  and  solil  to  A.  E.  Winchester.  Mr,  Win- 
chester contintied  in  possession  of  the  paper  until  in  August,  1914,  when  it 
became  the  property  of  the  Dann  Newspaper  S3mdicate  and  was  published 
by  them  until  January,  191 6,  when  it  became  the  property  of  Ray  O.  Spence. 
This  paper  has  also  been  independent  in  politics.  The  Clarksv^  Record 
is  a  six-column  quarto  and  has  a  circulation  at  present  of  35a  The  present 
owner  is  making  arrangements  towards  establishing  a  plant  for  the  publish- 
ing of  the  paper. 

MUIR  TRIBUNE. 

The  Mnir  'I'ribhnc  the  only  paf»er  in  the  villnjT'-"  of  Muir.  was  foimded 
in  the  year  j8.So,  ^Mthuugh  the  history  oi  this  [>aix:r  extends  over  a  period 
of  thirty-six  years  it  is  impossible  to  ascertiim  aiiy  great  amount  of  facts 
concerning  its  early  life.  The  list  of  editors  who  have  served  this  paper 
are  as  follow:  T.  E.  Jackson,  V.  C.  Monroe,  H.  C.  Smith  and  the  present 
editor,  W.  S.  Wiggins. 

The  paper  is  published  weekly  and  has  always  been  independent  in  poli- 
tics. The  plant  has  the  equipment  for  newspaper  printing  and  also  job 
work.  The  present  editor  took  chai^  of  the  work  in  January,  1907.  He 
was  bom  in  Muir  in  the  year  T884  and  has  been  actively  associated  with 
newspaper  work  all  his  life. 

DEFUNCT  NEWSPAPEKS  OF  IONIA  COL'NTY. 

The  first  newspaper  published  at  Lyons  was  the  Lyons  Herald,  It  was 
started  in  1855  by  Gideon  Hendrick  and  was  continued  until  the  year  1856, 
when  by  the  burning  of  Dorus  M.  Fox's  store,  the  material  composing  the 
Herald  was  also  destroyed.  Not  lieing  able  to  rise,  phoenix-like,  from  its 
ashes,  the  publication  of  the  Herald  was  thus  brought  t'^  an  untimely  end. 
The  Herald  was  Democratic  in  principles. 
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The  next  paper  established  in  Lyons  was  started  by  Dorus  M.  Fox  in 
1868.  Jt  was  styled  the  Present  Age,  but  not  provii^  to  be  an  eminently 
successful  business  venture,  its  publication  also  ceased,  after  a  continuance 
of  about  one  year. 

The  Grand  River  Herald  was  another  of  the  short-lived  papers  of  this 
county.  It  was  stated  in  1873  by  Benton  Bement  and  discontinued  three 
years  later. 

The  Reporter  was  commenced  at  Saranac,  by  C.  H.  Smith,  of  Ionia,  in 

1874.  It  was  neutral  pnlitirnllv  until  1876,  when  it  supported  Republican 
principles  and  the  caiKiidates  oi  that  party  to  the  close  of  the  campaign, 
when  it  was  discuiitinned. 

The  Belding  Telegram,  with  W  iiliani  F.  Slasvson  as  publislier,  was 
started  in  the  village  ot  B«ikling  in  December,  1877.  After  the  issue  of 
forty-six  numbers  it  was  remove<l  to  Greenville,  Montcalm  county. 


CHAPTER  XXV II. 


ionia's  postal  history. 

The  postolfice  might  rightly  be  called  the  barometer  of  the  tiusiness 
conditions  of  a  community,  for  no  better  indication  of  the  prosperity  of 

any  community  or  city  can  be  found  than  the  increase  in  the  receipts  of  the 
postoiiicc.  Just  eighty-one  years  ago  the  tirst  postoffice  was  established  in  the 
village  of  Tonia.  This  was  in  the  year  1835  and  Erastus  Yeomans  wa-s 
appointed  to  the  charge  thereof,  lie  kept  the  mail  in  his  log  house,  at  the 
western  end  of  the  village;  but,  that  location  being  hiconvenient  to  the  gen- 
eral public,  he  soon  erected  a  building  nearer  the  center  of  the  town.  The 
first  regular  mail  brought  into  Ionia  was  by  carrier  and  the  route  ran  from 
Jackson  to  Grand  Rapids.  The  settlers  along  this  route  received  mail  once 
hi  two  weeks,  as  the  carrier  traveled  on  horseback  and  it  took  that  time  to 
make  the  trip.  When  the  stage,route  was  opened  between  Detroit  and  Gnmd 
Rapids,  via  Ionia,  mail  came  in  daily. 

Mr.  Yeomans  was  succeeded  in  184 1  by  Jacob  Windsor.  Even  at  that 
early  date  the  political  cunning  which  is  rather  characteristic  of  lonians 
was  displayed  by  Windsor.  He  (so  it  is  related)  secured  his  ai^intment 
by  procuring  the  signatures  of  the  entire  community  to  a  petition  for  the 
improvement  of  Grand  river.  As  soon  as  the  necessary  signatures  had  been 
secured  he  removed  the  pt^t\t:nr\  and  in  its  place  substituted  one  for  his  own 
appointment  as  postmaster,  lie  secured  the  appointment  and  l<ept  the  office 
in  the  tailor  shop  of  F.than  S.  Johnson,  who  \va>  a|)pointe(i  (le])uty,  but  as 
soon  as  the  facts  concerning  the  petititMi  became  known  tlie  demand  1>ecame 
universal  for  his  removal  and  m  a  short  time  Mr.  Windsor  s  resignation 
was  accepted. 

Ethan  S.  Johnson  became  postmaster  in  1842  and  served  until  1845, 
when  Richard  I>ye  was  appointed.  An  incidental  view  of  Ionia  at  that  eariy 
day  may  be  acquired  by  taking  a  glimpse  at  the  primitive  boxes  of  post- 
master Dye's  office.  The  successive  postmasters  since  Mr.  Dye  and  their 
tenure  of  service  were  as  follow:  Jonathan  Tibbitts,  1849-53;  William 
Yerrington,  1853-57;  David  Irish,  1857-61;  Edward  Stevenson,  1861-65; 
Lewis  D.  Smith,  1865-73;      L.  Smith,  1873-77;  Alfred  H.  Heath,  1877-86; 
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Angdo  Tower,  1886-90;  General  James  H.  Ktdd,  1890^3;  Thad  B.  Prc*- 
ton»  1893-97;  K.  R.  Smith,  1897-11;  Henry  J.  Horrigan,  April  i,  191 1- 
May  I,  1914;  Harvey  £.  Kidder,  who  is  the  present  incumbent,  May  i,  1914. 

In  1880  the  business  of  the  Ionia  office  had  reached  approximately 
$8,000,  and  in  1889  it  had  reached  the  sum  that  warranted  the  application 
for  the  free  delivery  system,  the  amount  of  receipts  at  that  time  being 
slightly  over  $10,000.  On  petition  of  the  common  council,  accompanied 
by  the  recommendation  of  Postmaster  Tower,  the  department  ordered  the 
system  installed.  The  buildings  of  the  city  were  re-numbered  under  the 
Philadelfrfiia  system  and  free  deliveiy  for  the  dty  was  inaugtirated  on  Jan- 
uary T,  1890,  w'^th  four  carriers.  J.  R.  Benedict  Ijecame  the  carrier  on 
rontc  Mo.  1  and  llarrv  Svindcrlin  the  carrier  ■  *{  ro\tte  N'o.  2,  positions  which 
these  men  have  held  to  the  {»resent  time.  Thv  iirc-^tiu  carriets  for  the  other 
city  routes  are  Frank  H.  Jiidevine,  route  Xo.  3;  V  .  J.  Haight,  route  No.  4, 
and  (  liarles  M.  Morse,  route  No.  5.  There  are  two  full  deHveries  made 
each  day  in  the  city  and  in  the  business  section  it  requires  four  deliveries. 

The  business  of  the  office  continued  to  increase  from  1890  at  a  rather 
rapid  rate  and  soon  the  old  quarters  proved  inadequate  for  this  growth. 
Through  the  influence  of  the  citizras  of  the  city,  assisted  by  Congressman 
Diekema,  a  new  federal  building  was  finally  assured.  Long  had  the  citizens 
looked  forward  to  the  occupancy  of  a  new  federal  building  and  when  at 
last  it  was  in  view  their  desires  were  satisfied.  The  site  chosen  was  on  the 
comer  of  Washington  and  First  streets  and  a  quarter  block  was  purchased 
for  the  new  structure.  Work  was  begun  in  May,  191 1,  and  the  comer 
stone  was  laid  with  fitting  ceremony  on  July  4,  191 1.  The  building  was 
completed  and  occupied  on  July  i,  191 2,  at  a  cost  of  $70,000.  It  was  a 
revelation  to  the  citizens  generally  when  thev  entered  the  bnildincr  for  the 
first  time  and  saw  the  beautiful  interior  whirli  rivalled  the  exterior  appear- 
ance for  attractiveness  and  sinipliciiy.  Also  the  weahh  of  equipment  and 
accointnodations  which  the  governnieni  had  provided.  The  furnishings  and 
interior  finishiti^?  were  in  oak;  it  is  conceded  to  Ix*  the  most-  substantial 
building  in  the  city  and  by  many  is  considered  the  most  beautiful.  The 
business  for  the  year  of  1915  by  quarters  is  as  follow:  First,  $6,405.03; 
second,  $6,021.24;  third,  $6,207.01;'  fourlh,  $71204.13.  Making  a  total 
for  the  year  of  $25,837.41,  which  shows  an  increase  of  two  and  one-half 
*  times  in  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

The  rural  delivery  system  was  established  with  route  No.  i.  Guy  Con- 
nor served  this  route  for  about  nine  months  when  Bemie  G.  Humphreys 
(25) 
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became  the  carrier  and  bears  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  carrier  in 
period  of  service.  There  are  now  seven  rural  routes  which  accommodate 
Halt  urban  settlers  in  a  radius  of  ten  miles  from  the  city.  There  is  also  one 
star  route  which  runs  from  Ionia  to  Palo.  Routes  No.  2,  3,  4  and  5  were 
established  on  May  15,  1901.  Samuel  S.  Kelley  and  George  E.  Wedge  have 
served  as  the  carriers  of  routes  No.  2  and  5,  respectively,  since  their  estab- 
lishment, a  term  of  almost  fifteen  years.  The  other  carriers  for  the  rural 
routes  at  present  are:  No.  3,  George  J.  Comstock;  No.  6,  Clarence  A.  Cobb, 
and  No.  7,  which  was  estaUished  on  January  i»  1904,  Nelson  S.  Tuttle. 
The  star  route  carrier  is  Bert  F,  Stedman. 

The  present  p<nstofFicc  force  incltTdes  the  following:  Otto  M.  Ulrich, 
assistant  postmaster;  Pearl  W.  Hall,  geiiciTil  utility  clerk;  Julin  G.  Malone, 
mailiiiij;  clerk;  Otto  S.  Taylor,  letter  distributer;  Fred  W.  Cook,  general 
delivery  clerk,  and  Victor  M.  Wheaton.  stamper.  This  ofhce  is  now  second- 
class  and  the  salary  is  fixed  at  $2,700  per  annum. 

ACTIVE  POSTOFFICES  OF  IONIA  COUNTY.  ' 

There  are  at  present  fifteen  active  postoffices  of  Ionia  county  ranging 
from  the  second-class  office  in  the  county  seat  to  the  fourth-clas?  offices  in 
some  of  the  villag^cs.  The  Hst  with  the  postmasters  who  ha\e  served  the 
different  charges,  including  their  tenure  of  office  wherever  posiiible  is  here 
given : 

liostoti  postoilice  was  established  on  December  30,  1840,  with  Timothy 
White  serving  as  the  first  postmaster.  On  Jime  24,  of  the  following  year, 
Worcester  English  was  appointed.  The  postmasters  who  have  served  are 
as  follow:  Cyprian  S.  Hooker,  May  18,  1843;  Jacob  Pratt,  July  2,  1846; 
Benjamin  Ellsworth,  October  24,  1849;  Ammon-Wilson,  May  3,  1853;  Carl- 
ton B.  Pratt,  January  29,  1858;  Carlton  B.  Pratt,  February  12,  1859;  (at 
this  time  the  name  of  the  office  was  changed  to  Saranac)  Gilbert  A.  Cotton, 
April  12,  1861 ;  Jonathan  Spraguc,  November  II,  1871;  Gilbert  A.  Cotton, 
November  8,*  1875;  Mr*-  I-wcy  M.  Cotton,  March  26,  iSyy. 

Patterson's  Mills  postoffice  was  established  on  July  14,  1857.  Andrew 
C.  "Reynolds  was  the  first  postmaster,  appointed  on  Fcbrnarv'  23,  1857; 
Frastus  M  Srpvens,  January  25,  1858;  Solomon  S.  Brown,  Octoi)er  17, 
1862;  (name  changed  to  Bclding)  William  A.  Luther,  April  21,  187.-^;  . 
Albert  Spencer,  W.  F.  Rricker,  A.  L.  Spencer,  IT.  J.  Cornell;  D.  Wilson, 
June  11,  1898,  to  Aprd  15,  1910;  George  W.  Aiounton,  April  ij,  1910,  to 
April,  1914;  W.  F.  Bricker,  April,  1914,  to  present  date. 
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The  first  postmaster  in  Lake  Odessa  was  Mrs.  Doctor  Crane,  who  was 
postmaster  at  Bonanza  and  still  continued  in  office  when  it  was  removed  to 
Lake  Odessa,  in  1889.  In  1890  Charles  Jameson  became  postmaster  and 
was  relieved  in  I892,  Then  followed  Peter  Fellows,  who  served  for  only 
thirty  days;  £.  R.  Teeple,  who  begun  April  i,  1892,  and  served  until  May 
30,  1893;  Milton  Jaques,  June  i,  1893,  to  Jime  30,  1897;  Frank  Clark, 
July  I,  1897,  to  October  30,  1905 ;  Otis  Miner,  November  i,  1905,  to  Jan- 
uary 31,  1914;  Edwin  Shellhorn,  March  l,  1914,  to  the  present. 

Clarksville.  estabhshed  on  June  22,  1875.  Clark  L.  Howard,  May  12, 
1875,  to  1885;  Doctor  Byron  E.  Hess,  1885-89;  Leroy  A.  Scoville,  1889-93; 
Frank  E.  Richards,  1897,  reappointed  in  191 5. 

Montrose  Station,  established  on  September  u,  1S57.    Andrew  B.  Rob- 
inson, September  12,  1857;  George  W.  French,  Seplenil-er  24,  1858;  George  - 
VV.  French,  February  15,  1850;  (name  rhaiii^t'd  to  Mnir)  Charles  W.  Staley, 
April  12,  i86r ;  A.  Byron  Robinson,  January  21,  1869;  Henry  V.  Staley, 
September  24,  1877. 

Matherton,  estaUished  on  March  2,  1848.  William  Mather,  March  2« 
1848;  Asaph  Mather,  September  to,  1850;  Hiram  F.  Blanchard,  July  5, 
1856;  Silas  C.  Smith,  August  13,  i860;  Laban  J.  Lemert,  July  3,  1862; 
Asaph  Mather,  March  11,  1863;  Laban  J.  Lemert,  March  14,  1864;  Nelson 
D.  Johnson,  November  3,  1871 ;  George  H.  Delsworth,  September  30,  1897; 
Frederick  B.  Ludwick,  November  6,  191 5. 

Lyons,  established  on  December  31,  1836.  Truman  JH.  Lyon,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1836:  Giles  S.  Ishaoi,  June  7,  1840;  Adam  L.  Roof,  May  11,  1843; 
William  Hanley.  Marvin  M.  Baker,  Silas  Smith,  Wallace  Halstead,  J.  Hal- 
stead,  L.  E.  Morse.  ; 

Palo,  established  on  July  14,  1857.  O.  IT.  Tyler,  July  14,  1857;  Barn- 
abas D.  Galloway,  Atigust  31,  i860;  Leander  "Nfillard,  January  30,  1865; 
Ira  Winegear,  Februarx'  8.  TR67;  A<=a  C.  H.  Hall>ert,  April  28,  186S. 

Plains,  established  on  September  13.  1858.  Linus  Van  AUline,  Sep- 
tenil)cr  13,  1858:  (  name  changed  to  Hubbardston  on  r)cceni!)er  27,  1859) 
Linus  V  an  Aistine,  December  27,  1859:  James  T.  IToolbrook,  July  29.  1861 ; 
William  Wilscm,  June  4,  1862;  Jacob  C.  Howard,  February  11,  1S64;  Albert 
G.  Russell,  February  18,  1864;  Edward  Cahill,  December  8,  1868;  John  R. 
Abbott,  November  17,  1870;  A.  V.  Phister,  B.  Necdham,  Walter  Tab^r, 
M.  H.  Cahulum,  J.  A,  Tabor,  Mrs.  J.  A  Tabor;  Anna  McGinn,  1916. 

Pewamo,  established  on  July  14,  1857.  Hiram  W.  Blanchard,  July  14, 
1857;  John  Betts,  April  18,  1870;  John  Pennington,  February  15,  1871; 
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Amos  W.  Sherwood,  1884-88;  James  H.  Robertson,  1888-92;  Edgar  E. 
Rogers,  1892-96 ;  John  W.  Swindt,  1896-1901 ;  Eugene  Randolph,  1901-63 ; 
Fred  D.  Keister,  1903-06;  Benjamin  A.  Ludwick,  1906-16. 

Portland,  established  on  March  11,  1837.  Joshua  Boyer,  March  11, 
1837;  Charles  W.  Ingalls,  December  3,  1845;  Hezekiah  Smith,  August  22, 
1849;  William  W.  Bogue,  June  21,  1850;  Francis  G.  Lee,  May  2,  1853; 
William  Root,  August  12,  1861. 

Smyrna,  established  on  March  16,  1848.  Wilber  Fisher,  March  16, 
1848;  Orson  Nichorson,  August  19,  1850;  Norman  G.  Chase,  August  6, 
1851;  Ezra  Spencer,  June  6,  1854;  Erastus  Spencer,  ]xme  6,  1854;  Erastus 
Spencer,  Aiitnist  ig,  185Q  .  Xmhrose  J.  Ecker,  June  8,  r86i  ;  Tames  B,  Ptirdy, 
Aus^ust  5,  1803;  Charles  H.  Randall,  November  to,  1868;  Ambrose  J. 
Eckcr,  February  8.  1869;  George  P.  Hoppough,  September  27,  1872;  Edward' 
InsJey,  February  24,  191 5. 

Smith's  Crossing,  established  on  January  15,  1879.  Cliarles  Hoyt,  Jan- 
uary 15,  1879;  (tiame  chatiged  to  Shiloh  December  31,  1879)  Charles  Hoyt, 
December  31,  1879. 

Wheatland,  established  on  September  7,  1844.  Joel  C.  Green,  Septem- 
ber 7,  1844;  Daniel  Hoyt,  May  10,  1852;  James  W.  Gould,  December  12, 
1856;  Daniel  Hoyt,  January  16,  1868;  (name  changed  to  Orleans,  June 
22,  1868)  Daniel  Hoyt,  June  22,  1868 ;  John  Greenop,  February  7,  1861 ; 
Anson  Ostrom,  February  26,  1878;  Elmore  O.  Smith,  March  18,  1878; 
Elizabeth  Palmer.  October  27,  1879;  Elmore  O.  Smith,  November  12,  1879. 

DEFUNCT  POSTOFFICES. 

Algodon,  established  on  March  to,  1864.  Edmund  Vandecar,  March 
lOi  1864;  Chauncey  Towsttid,  July  28,  1868;  Caleb  C.  Vantasel,  April  i, 
1871;  George  Strother,  February  11,  1880. 

Alvon,  established  on  July  11.  1844.  Asaph  C.  Smith,  July  11,  1844; 
Simon  Heath,  May  23,  1850;  Stephen  Dexter,  April  15,  1852;  Harvey  Vin- 
ton, June  8,  1854;  Harlow  S.  Vinton,  July  14,  1858;  Silas  Sprague,  Decem- 
ber 4,  1858.  Discontinued  on  July  10,  1862. 

Cass,  established  on  February  8,  1840.  Levi  Taylor,  February  8,  1840. 
Changed  to  Berlin,  April  13,  1842;  discontinued  on  September  28,  1842. 

Campbell,  established  on  August  i,  1854.  Richard  D.  Htidson,  August 
I,  1854:  Daniel  S.  Curdv,  November  5,  1857;  Alva  McCormick.  January  5, 
1861 ;  Alvah  J.  McCormick,  January  2,  1865;  William  Hewitt,  January 
27,  1868. 
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Kiddville,  established  on  August  20,  1855.  James  M.  Kidd,  August 
20,  1855;  Simon  J.  Cromwell,  May  20,  1875;  William  E.  Kidd,  October 
30.  1878. 

Kossuth,  established  on  December  6,  1855.  George  W.  Dickinson^ 
December  6,  1855;  Mark  J.  Taylor,  September  18,  1865.  Discontinued  on 
December  10,  i868. 

Richardson's  Corner,  established  in  July  14,  1857.  Samuel  Bretz;  (name 
changed  to  Lake  City,  July  14,  1857)  Rufus  K.  Bartow,  August  18,  1858. 
Discontinued  on  January  6,  1860  Re-established  on  Febmar>'  27,  t^^/i. 
Washburn  Wight.  February  27,  1871 ;  Mark  D.  Morick,  January  25,  1877. 
Changed  to  Rosin  a. 

Daiiby,  established  on  Septetiiber  16,  1850,  John  Comptfin,  September 
16,  1850:  John  T.  Cahoon.  April  15,  1857:  John  Tonipton,  September  20, 
t86i  ;  Henry  C.  Wright.  April  8.  1869;  Reading  Sargent,  November  II, 
1869;  Vorhies  J.  Warner,  January  18,  1872;  John  R.  Davids,  January  13, 
1873 ;  Thomas  H.  Wilcox,  August  19,  1875 ;  Samuel  F.  Davis,  July  3,  1879. 

Easton,  established  on  May  21,  1862.  William  Dildine,  May  21,  1862; 
Augustus  C.  Savage,  December  11,  1866;  George  Corkins,  January  30, 
1872.   Discontinued  on  S^ember  4,  1872. 

Collins,  estatJi^ed  on  April  11,  1871.  William  A.  Staley,  April  11, 
1871. 

Chadwick,  established  on  April  10,  1872.  Charles  Chadwick,  April 
10,  1872. 

Keene,  established  on  June  22,  1868.  Wallace  Davenport,  June  22, 
1868;  Edwin  Abbey,  June  i,  1874;  George  Hart,  January  9,  1879;  James 

D.  Loncks.  April  18,  1879. 

Chandler,  established  on  September  22.  1879.  Dayton  M.  Church, 
September  22,  1870;  I  nslaee  K.  Church,  December  29,  1879. 

Bonanza,  established  on  May  17,  1880.  Horace  F.  Miner,  May  17, 
1880. 

West  Canipbell,  established  on  December  16,  1867.  Isaac  Gibson, 
December  16,  1867. 

North  Plains,  established  on  March  31,  1846.  Hiram  Brown,  March 
31,  1846;  Tobias  Perrine,  August  21,  1856;  Hiram  Brown,  May  22,  1858; 
John  Ransom,  December  23,  1869;  Miss  L.  Jane  Ransom,  May  24,  1877. 
Discontinued  after  No>'ember  11.  1878, 

Maple,  ^established  on  July  11,  1838.  Zina'  Lloyd,  July  11,  1838; 
Joseph  H.  Rowe,  May  22,  1852;  John  H.  Canfield,  May  30,  1866;  Robert 
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Toan,  Jr.,  September  28,  r868;  Amos  Worcester,  January  16,  1872;  Burnett 

M,  Goodwin,  February  i,  1878. 

New  Berlin,  established  on  March  17,  1855.  Alonzo  Sessions,  March 
1855;  William  Jones,  December  t2,  1856.    Discontinued  on  March  5, 

1858. 

Otisco,  established  on  June  20,  1838.  George  W.  Dickinson,  June  20, 
1838;  Rufus  R.  Cook,  December  8,  1838;  Lemuel  P.  Davis,  January  7, 
1857;  William  R.  Hubbard.  December  22.  i860;  Edwin  F.  Root,  December 
3.  i86i  ;  Salmon  Parii^lxirn,  February  3,  1862;  \'obiey  Hclding,  June  2, 
1H63;  Williani  J.  Shaw.  Novt-mber  5.  1864;  John  S.  Hunt,  July  3,  1865; 
John  C.  Stockholm,  July  21,  1865. 

Rix,  estaUish^  on  May  i,  1851.  Joseph  W.  Sprague,  May  i,  1851 ; 
Ira  Pickney,  December  12,  1856;  Benjamin  Covert,  March  22,  1858;  Arche- 
laus  C  Lee,  January  7,  1861 ;  Kphraim  Abbott,  Jr.,  December  31,  1861. 
Discontinued  on  April  24,  1868. 

Ronald  Center,  established  on  February  16,  185 1.  Ralfrfi  Eli,  February 
16,  185 1 ;  Samuel  Stone,  January  5,  1857;  Volney  Belding,  July  2,  1861; 
George  Pray,  December  12,  1862;  Francis  P.  Minier,  June  29,  1863;  Will- 
iam Brown,  February  23,  1869;  Nelson  Steadman,  September  20,  1869. 
DiscMitinued  on  March  17,  187a 

Ronald,  established  on  February  21,  1850.  Freedom  Gates,  February 
21,  1850.    Discontinued  on  April  19,  1853. 

Sebewa,  established  on  Janu£uy  24,  1851.  Benjamin  D.  Weld,  January 
24,  1851;  Hiram  Trim,  August  22,  1853;  Taicius  Showerman,  April  14, 
1854;  I'icrce  G.  Cook,  November  7,  1857;  John  Freind,  November  t6,  t86i; 
OscaF  W  Kibbey,  September  i,  1873;  Riley  W.  Wilson,  November  12, 
Riley  W.  Wilson,  July  8,  1880. 

South  Boston,  established  on  August  16,  1S49.  R,  J.  Hess,  August  16, 
1849;  George  Wtckham,  May  26,  1852;  Simeon  Hunt,  Februaiy  3,  1853; 
Eldbridge  G.  Williams,  May  13,  1854;  Curtis  Oarke,  December  16,  1862; 
Harley  B.  Church,  January  20,  1865;  Alfred  Steams,  December  2,  1867; 
Elbridge  G.  Williams,  July  19.  1872.    Discontinued  on  November  19,  1856. 

Stony  Creek,  established  on  August  2,  1852.  Archibald  Wilcox,  August 
2,  1852.    Discontinued  on  November  19,  1856. 

South  Cass,  established  on  December  30,  1840.  Myron  Tupper,  Decem- 
ber 28,  1840;  George  Sickles,  June  24,  1854;  Fsteven  Russell,  December  18, 
i860;  Gordon  H.  Shepard,  FebruaPk'  23,  1869;  Martin  Cox,  December  6, 
1871 ;  Frank  W.  Clark,  May  13,  1873  *  Samuel  O.  Hosford,'  January  5, 
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1874;  Eber  Sickles,  July  7.  1875;  Charles  M.  Rum'an,  March  4,  1878; 
Charles  Sickles,  April  25,  1879;  Qordoii  H.  Shepard,  April  5,  i88o 

West  Sebewa,  established  on  April  14,  iS^/T  Nathan  Steward,  April 
14,  1871;  Andrew  C.  Steward,  Novemlier  14,  1871;  Charles  M.  Caldwell, 
Jaiiviary  24,  1876;  Lukc  Cook,  Maxch  20,  1877;  George  W.  Adams,  Juae 
7,  1880. 

Watcrvilk.  CNlablished  on  April  5,  1838.  James  H.  Hoag,  April  5, 
1838;  Cyprian  S.  Hooker,  JMarch  13,  1869.  Discontinued  on  March  14, 
1841. 

Woods  Comers,  established  on  April  15,  1869.  Jefferson  E,  Bennett, 
April  15,  1869:  Jefferson  £.  Bennett,  April  15,  1869;  Josef^  Dehen,  Decem- 
ber 9,  1870;  Daniel  T.  Hoyt,  April  5,  1876;  Joseph  Dehen,  April  17,  1877. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

CHURCH  ORGANIZATION. 


THE  MEXHOPIST  CHURCH  IN  lONlA. 

4 

The  history  of  Methodism  in  Ionia  began  in  1854,  when  Rev.  R.  W. 
Monet  organized  the  first  class  at  the  home  of  Oliver  Arnold  in  what  is  now 
South  Ionia.  That  first  class  consisted  of  Silas  Arnold,  Antha  and  Authilda, 
his  children,  and  Silas  Arnold,  class  leader.  These  were  the  only  reijresetita- 
tives  of  Methodism  in  Ionia  for  two  ytars.  The  pioneer  Methodists  held 
their  services  from  house  to  house  until  1846.  when  a  lot  was  purchased  on 
Washing:ton  street  and  the*  erection  of  a  church  !>e<^iin ;  l»nt  lack  of  funds 
dt^iayed  its  completion.  Until  1853  Ionia  was  a  part  of  tlie  Lyons  circuit; 
Init  in  lhat  year  it  appears  in  ilie  Michigan  c> m I'ercncc  a<  the  Itniia  chaige, 
with  Rev.  (it^or^e  Eignell  appoinied  pastor.  During  lliih  pa.slurate  a  great 
revival  was  iield.  Some  of  the  preseni  ineinbers  of  the  church  were  con- 
verted in  that  meeting.  The  Michigan  conference  met  in  Ionia  for  the  first 
time  in  the  fall  of  1860.  Bishop  Matthew  Simpson  was  the  presiding  bishop, 
and  seventy-seven  members  of  the  conference  were  present. 

The  old  church  had  been  enlarged  but  was  entirely  inadequate  for  the 
needs  of  the  rapidly  growing  congregation,  and  in  1869  the  lot  on  the  comer 
of  Depot  and  East  Main  street  was  purdiased  for  $4,000,  and  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  the  stone  foundation  of  the  present  church  edifice  was  laid.  The 
basement  was  completed  and  dedicated  on  May  30,  1871.  The  church  as 
planned  was  to  ]-ye  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  in  Michigan  at  the  time.  Some 
of  the  men  who  stood  back  of  the  movement  to  hnild  such  a  splendid  church 
were  J.  L.  Hudson,  James  M.  Kidd.  J.  C.  Hlanchard.  M.  Lewi.^  and  H.  C. 
Ses.sions.  The  church  w.'us  completed  and  dc<licated  un  May  4,  '873.  ihc  total 
a>st  being  $63,000.  Rev.  T.  F.  HiUlreth  was  pastor  of  the  church  (hiring 
this  important  period  and  is  remembered  by  the  older  residents  as  a  powerful 
preadier,  and  during  his  pastorate  a  great  revival  was  held.  In  the  fall  of 
1879  Rev.  Washington  Gardener  was  appointed  pastor  and  during  his  term 
the  debt  which  had  embarrassed  the  church  for  years  was  paid.  The  ^feth- 
odist  saints  of  this  trying  period  of  the  church  history,  whose  piety  and  devo- 
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tion  blessed  the  city  and  pushed  forward  the  Kingdom  of  God,  were  Jesse 
Stevenson  and  wife,  George  Ro^^ecrans,  Abner  Wright,  Jesse  Holcomb, 
Brother  McPherson,  Brother  and  Sister  Howard.  Richard  Hudson.  Hamp- 
ton Rich  and  wife.  A.  S.  Wright,  Sister  Blanchard.  W^  C.  Page  and  wife, 
John  Stevenson,  and  last  but  not  least  Brother  Abraham  DeKwak,  who  far 
forty-four  years  and  more  was  a  shining  light  and  a  constant  benediction  to 
the  city. 

The  Ifst  of  Metlio(1ist  pastors  in  Toin'a  since  the  city  became  the  head  of 
a  charge  in  1853  is  as  follow :  Revs.  Georgfc  Bignell,  Isaac  Bennett.  Thomas 
Lyon,  R,  Sa|>p,  R.  C.  Cniu  tDrd,  I..  Earl,  J.  S.  Child,  Georg-e  S  Rarne?.  H. 
W  (  i-tbin^^tr.ii,  i  .  F.  Hildrcth.  R.  M  Joy,  A.  J.  Eldrcd.  F.  Cnr>Wy.  jr..  W  asli- 
in^tdii  Gardener,  G.  S.  Hickev.  Txvi  Master.  A.  M.  (juuUl,  L.  F.  T.ennox.  D. 
F.  Barnes,,  Vv .  R.  Urch,  W.  L.  Fox,  W.  1.  Cogshall,  E.  G.  Lewis,  M.  M. 
Callen. 

At  present,  under  the  pastorate  of  Clarence  E.  Hoag.  the  church  is  hav- 
ing a  large  measure  of  prosperity.  The  membership  is  four  hundred  and 
sixty-five.  The  Sunday  .school  in  three  distinct  departments  is  doing  the  hest 
work  in  it<5  history  untler  the  superintendency  of  R.  A.  Hawley,  more  room 
hemg  needed  to  accommodate  the  rapidly  growing  cla.sses,  and  the  question 
of  building  a  church  house  is  being  considered. 

FORTI^ND  METHOUIST  EPISCOPAL  CUUKCH. 

In  1836  tlie  Michigan  conference  .sent  Reverenii  Alitrhell  uixjn  the  work 
known  as  the. Grand  River  circuit,  in  which  PorUant]  was  nicluded.  He 
preached  when  he  could  or  as  he  found  anybody  to  preach  to,  and  after  a 
two-years  service  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Larmon  Chatfield  and  a  Mr.  Blowers. 
They  divided  the  labor  of  the  circuit  and  during  the  first  year,  1838,  Mr, 
Blowers  organized  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal  class  at  Portland.  The 
members  of  the  class  numbered  five :  Mrs.  Miner,  Mrs.  Stanton,  Mrs.  Fox, 
Mrs.  Hull's  son  and  Mrs.  Hull,  the  former  of  whom  was  chosen  class  leader. 
Mrs.  Sally  Knox  was  soon  afterward  admitted  as  a  privileged  member,  her 
faith  being  that  of  a  Congregationalist.  About  this  time  worship  which  had 
been  held  at  Fhilo  Bogue's  house  was  transferred  to  a  log  school  house  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Grand  river. 

Jn  1839  the  Grand  Ri^•er  cirrnit  M-a*?  chanj^ed  to  T.yons  Mission  and 
included  De  Witt,  Lyons,  Ionia  and  Portland,  all  in  charge  of  Rev.  Larmon 
Chatfield.  They  were  iti  the  Grand  River  district  which  embraced  a  threat 
tract  ot  country  and  over  which  I-armon  Chatfield  was  appointed  presiding 
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elder  in  1843.  ^^39  pastors  in  charge  of  the  circuit  were  Z.  C.  Brown 
and  Levi  Warner;  in  T840,  Allen  Staples  and  Samuel  Lapham,  and  in  1841. 
William  E.  Bigelow  and  Larmon  Chatfield.  In  that  year  two  Sunday  schools 
were  organizetl  on  the  circuit. 

The  church  had  struggfled  bravely  for  existence  up  to  that  time,  but  now 
bet^Tiii  to  take  on  the  eicmcnt>  of  pro-^])crity.  five  \'cars  later,  when  Revs. 
William  C.  Corn  t  ort  aTnl  F.  A.  Hlade.s  were  >  in  tht-  cirt  nit  rlu-  inenihf  rshij) 
of  the  class  was  rej)()rted  as  forty-five  and  that  oi  the  chart^e  two  Inindred 
,inf!  thirrv-one.  Mini-ters  did  not  at  that  period  recei\e  Inxnrions  salaries 
and  wliat  tliey  did  get  came  in  a  [jainluliy  nncertani  way.  Air.  lilades 
received  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars  yearly  and  in  illustration  of  his 
sometimes  imix>verished  condition  it  is  said  that  he  was  once  compelled  to 
allow  a  letter  to  lie  in  the  postoffice  two  weeks  because  he  coukl  not  get  the 
necessary  two  shillings  to  pay  the  postage. 

In  185 1  the  Portland  Methodists  built  a  parsonage  and  in  1854  Lyons 
circuit  became  Portland  circuit.  In  i860  the  old  red  school  house  was  pur- 
chased and  fitted  up  as  a  place  of  worship,  and  the  same  year  the  church 
membership  made  a  material  advance  in  strength. 

In  1865  there  was  a  still  more  important  step  forward,  and  before  the 
close  of  the  year  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice  was  l>egun.  It  cost  $7,500, 
was  finished  in  1866  and  was  dedicated  in  that  year.  Revs.  A.  J.  Bldred  and 
F.  A.  Blades,  officiating-. 

In  1867  Portland  wvin  made  a  station  and  from  that  lime  un  the  church 
increased  steadily  in  strength.  The  pastors  and  presiding  elders  who  have 
served  this  congregation  up  to  the  present  are  as  follow:    Presiding  elders — 

1838,  Elijah  H.  Pitcher;  1842,  George  Smith;  1843,  Larmon  Chatfield;  1847, 
James  Shaw;  1848,  G«oi"ge  Bradley;  1850.  David  Bums;  1854.  Henry  Pen- 
field;  i860,  G.  Bradley:  1862,  H.  Hall:  1866.  J.  Jennings:  1867.  C.  C.  Olds; 
1869,  D.  F.  Barnes;  1873,  J.  I.  Buell;  187Q,  Rev.  Bamhart;  1885,  A.  P. 
Moors;  1891,  J.  I.  Buell;  1897,  W.  W.  Puffer;  1901,  L.  DeLamarter;  1907, 
W.  P.  French;  1913.  Arha  Martin.    Pastors — 1838.  T>armon  Chatfield; 

1839,  Z.  C.  Brown.  Levi  Warner;  1840.  .Allen  Staples.  Samuel  J^apham; 
184:.  Larmon  Chatfield,  William  E.  Btglow;  1S42,  Nathan  Motmt;  1843, 

B.  Yonngr:  1844.  W.  F  Cow!.-..  Eli  Westlake;  1845,  William  C  Comfort.  F. 
A.  Blades;  1847,  1^-  ^-  <  I'rtis.  William  Fo.x:  1848.  S.  C.  \N^)odard,  G.  N. 
Belknap;  1849,  S.  C.  VVoodard;  1S50,  J.  S.  Sutton,  G.  W.  Hoag;  1851,  J.  S. 
Sutton,  J.  S.  Harder:  Grin  Whitmore,  A  R.  Bartlett;  185:;,  Orin  Whit- 
more,  William  McKnight;  1854,  A.  L.  Crittenden,  G.  D.  Fanner;  1855,  A. 
A,  Dunton.  M.  L.  Carpenter:  1856,  W.  W.  Johnson;  1858,  T.  Clark;  1859, 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


395 


N.  L.  Otis,  J.  Sprague:  i860,  L  Otis,  J.  M.  Pratt;  1861,  E.  Wcstlake; 
1863,  Frederick  Glass:  1864,  H.  C.  Peck;  1865*  B.  W.  Blanchard;  1866. 
William  M.  Coplin;  1868.  David  Engle;  1871,  A.  P.  Moors:  1874,  J.  W. 
Reid;  1877,  George  L.  Haight;  1879,  A.  P.  Morrison:  r88i.  Levi  Farr; 
1882,  M.  M.  Gallen:  1885.  J.  W.  Miller;  1886.  J.  W.  Hallenbeck;  1889,  E, 
T.  LiimW;  1890,  Robert  H.  Bread v ;  1892,  S.  L.  Davis:  1893.  W.  P.  French; 
1895.  N.  L.  Bray:  189Q,  J.  W.  H.  Carlisle:  1902.  G.  A.  Buell;  1905.  G.  S. 
Robinson;  1908,  Arthur  Trott;  1910,  W.  W.  Slee;  1015,  C.  E.  Pollock. 

Tn  T879  a  new  parsonage  was  hmh  and  in  1893  it  was  rebnilt.  having 
^becii  jxirtially  rlestrn^-cd  by  fire.  Tn  iHgy  the  Tonia  anrl  T.ansini;  districts 
were  c*  •nsiilidatt'd.  Dii  An'i^n>t  18,  1912.  the  church  buil-lin^r  \va>  struck  bv 
lightning  and  totally  dtstrovcd.  Rii<  by  this  time  the  congregation  was  not 
the  weak  society  it  ha«l  luin  tertv  \ears  liefore  as  evinced  by  the  fact  that 
July  17,  1913.  the  coriier-^lont  was  laid  for  a  new  $25,000  edifice.  It  was 
dedicated  on  March  29,  1914,  by  Bishop  David  H.  Moore.  The  church  is 
in  a  very  prosj^erons  condition  and  has  enrolled  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
members,  whidh  is  one  of  the  largest  congregations  in  the  county.  An 
active  Sunday  school.'  Epworth  League,  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  and  Ladies'  Aid  Sodety  are 
auxiliaries  of  this  congregation. 

BELDING  CENTRAL  METHODIST  CHURCH. 

The  Central  Methodist  Rv»isc(>i)al  clmrch  of  Belding  was  organized  in 
1884  with  the  1  olio  wing  charier  nienil>crs:  Myron  A.  Barlow.  Albert  Jenks, 
Mrs.  Jacob  King,  Mrs.  T^aura  Kickerd,  Elizabeth  Weeks,  Mrs.  Deitz  and 
Mrs.  Asher  Williams.  The  first  building  for  the  accommodation  of  this 
congregation  was  located  on  section  11,  in  the  township  of  Otisco  and  was 
erected  of  wood.  The  congregation  at  Belding  became  an  active  factor  in 
the  church  life  of  the  town  from  the  start  and  the  membership  increased  with 
the  population. 

About  the  year  1910  a  fine  new  parsonage  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$5,000  on  the  lot  next  to  the  church.  Six  years  previous  to  that  time,  in 
TQ04,  the  present  church  building  was  erected.  It  was  constructed  of  cement 
blocks  at  a  cost  of  $31,000. 

The  minister?  who  have  ser\  ed  the  Central  church  are  a?  follow :  Rev. 
Clark  Seymour  was  the  hrst  pastor  and  to  him  a  great  amount  of  praise  is 
due  in  the  organization  of  the  Methodist  class  in  the  village.  Rev.  Seymour 
was  followed  by  L.  B.  Kenyon,  R.  M.  Young,  N.  E.  Gibbs,  William  Judd, 
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C.  A.  Varnum,  O.  J.  Golden,  A.  O.  Carman,  John  Sheean,  G.  F.  Craig.  G. 
W.  Maxwell  and  W.  E.  Doty. 

This  congregation  has  a  membership  at  present  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five.  An  active  Stmday  school  with  an  enrollment  of  about  five  hun- 
dred, an  £pworth  League  with  a  membership  of  one  hundred*  Junior  League, 
a  Ladies*  Aid  Society*,  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  and  Standard  Bearers 
are  strong  auxiliaries  of  the  church. 

gkben's  hjbthodist  bfxscopal  church. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  which  is  locally  known  as  the  Green's 
church  was  organized  about  the  year  1845  following  charter  mem- 

bers: Edwin  Russell  and  wife,  William  Smith  and  wife,  Lydia  Smith, 
Edward  Post,  Thomas  Murry  and  wife  and  Sarah  Howe. 

.  The  first  building  was  erected  of  wood,  on  section  17,  Orleans  town- 
ship. In  1872  a  seccmd  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $2,500  and  still 
serves  this  congregation.  Green's  church  was  at  first  supplied  from  Orleans 
in  the  days  when  the  services  were  held  in  the  school  house.  Later  it 
became  part  of  the  circuit  with  Smyrna.  *  About  1898  it  was  supplied  from 
Beldingf,  Rev.  A.  O.  Carman  beinji^  the  first  regular  pnstor.  This  society 
has  a  membership  at  present  of  about  tliirty-five  with  an  active  Sunday  school 
and  Indies'  Aid  Society. 

PALO  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHITRCH. 

The  first  Methodist  Episcopal  class  organized  in  Ronald  township  is 
said  to  have  been  the  one  at  South  Ronald,  which  was  formed  at  the  Long 
Plain  school  house  by  Rev.  F.  A.  Blades,  of  the  Ionia  circuit  The  Ronald 
class  was  formed  in  1852  by  Rev.  Mr.  House  with  six  members,  Stephen 
Ackles  and  wife,  Robert  Evans  and  wife,  Jeremiah  Mabie  and  wife.  At  the 
outset  the  Ionia  circuit  included  the  classes  in  Ronald,  hut  on  Septeml^er  20, 
1854,  a  transfer  was  inade  when  the  Mathertori  circuit  \sas  estabhshed. 

On  the  14th  of  I  December.  1854,  the  first  quarterly  nicetin^^  of  the 
jVIatheruon  circtnt  assenildeii.  Ileiuy  I*enfield  was  presiding  elder  and  Clark 
Sutton,  preachfi  ui  ciiarge.  in  J856  Ronald  cla^s  was  changed  to  I'alo  class, 
and  in  1862  the  charge  had  expanded  to  the  strength  of  ten  classes.  In 
that  year  Palo  circuit  was  formed. 

In  1869  a  commencement  was  made  on  die  house  of  worship  and  in 
August,  1870,  the  edifice  was  dedicated.  Rev.  J.  M.  Fuller,  of  TA>wdl, 
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preached  the  dedicatory  sermon.  The  church  measures  thirty-six  by  sixty 
feet  and  cost  $4,500,  fully  furnished.    The  parsonage  had  been  built  in  1858. 

The  ministers  who  have  served  this  church  and  their  tenure  of  -service  is 
given  as  follows:  C'lark  Sutton,  1854;  Moses  Carpenter.  N.  L.  Otis.  1858; 
John  Brag^ns,  1859:  John  Sprague,  W.  F.  Jenkins,  1856-66;  E.  D.  Yoitng, 
1866;  C.  II.  Fisher.  1867-70:  G.  C.  Draper,  1870-72;  W.  M.  Colby,  1872-73; 
J.  R.  Cadwell,  i^jyjw  r>  S  Mills,  1874-76;  M.  D.  Carrell,  1876-79;  James 
Roberts.  1879-81;  VV.  VV.  Rork.  1881-82;  D.  C.  Riehl.  1882-84;  T.  H. 
Jacokes.  1884-86;  F.  N.  Janes,  i886-8r,:  O  T.  Golden,  1880-04;  John  Dob- 
son.  180^-99:  William  A.  F.lner,  1899- ioot  ;  j.  C.  Dietrich.  1901-04;  J.  W. 
Buell,  1904H>8;  F.  A.  VanDewalkcr.  T908-10;  C.  H.  Wirth,  1910-ir:  J.  B. 
McGinness;  1911-13;  H.  A.  Crumb,  1913-15;  and  the  present  incumbent, 
D.  C.  Crawford. 

This  congregation  has  experienced  a  steady  growth  and  at  present  has 
a  menibership  0/  one  hundred  and  forty.  The  auxiliaries  of  the  churdi  con- 
sist of  an  active  Siuiday  school,  Ladies*  .^id  Society.  Queen  Esther  Society. 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  various  minor  societies. 

HUBBARUSTON  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

The  Methodist  ['".piscopal  church  of  TTiiM>:ini-ton  was  or(.';;mi/ril  in  T8t;6 
by  the  Rev.  Moses  Carpenter.  Tt  wa-  then  placed  on  the  Matherlua  circuit 
anil  Rev.  N.  L.  Otis  was  appointed  to  thai  lield  in  1858.  The  lirst  class  was 
very  small  and  its  members  either  died  or  moved  away.  Rev,  Jolui  Bray- 
gins  filled  this  charge  after  Reverend  Otis.  The  first  meetings  were  held  by 
the  organization  in  a  school  building  which  is  now  used  by  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic church  for  a  parochial  school  building.  At  some  period  shortly  after 
1858  services  were  discontinued  and  Hubbafdston  Methodism  was  inactive 
for  a  short  period. 

In  1866  Rev.  N.  L.  Otis  was  again  appointed  to  that  circuit  and  the 
congregation  at  Hubbardston  was  revived.  The  church  building  which  is 
still  used  by  the  congregation  was  begun  in  1867  and  completed  in  1869. 
It  is  a  wooden  structure  and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $3,500.  Praise  is  due 
N.  E.  Roger?  for  the  completion  of  this  editice. 

A  Hst  01  the  membt^rs  of  the  irlubbardstcHi  class  from  1856  to  1866  is 
given  helow  and  ah  hough  this  may  not  constitute  the  charter  members,  yet 
these  are  the  natnes  of  the  persons  v.  ho  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  class : 
iriarrison  Colby,  Mariah  Colby,  Margaret  Cunmngham,  Harriett  Cronkite, 
Peter  Edwards,  Margaret  Edwards,  Lawrence  EUis,  Fannie  Ellis,  William 
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Fraiick,  Sarah  Fralick,  Oscar  Goolthrite,  Levi  Johnson,  Irene  Johnson, 
Isaac  Mershon,  Peninnah  Mershon.  Mary  Mershon.  Julia  Morse,  D.  W. 
Porter,  Mary  I'ortcr,  Amasa  Sessions,  Mary  Sessions,  Nathaniel  Sessions, 
Chloe  Sessions,  S.  E.  Stou^hton,  Eiiima  Stephens.  William  Vredenbw!^. 
Calvin  Woodward,  Mary  Woodward  and  Mary  Wolverton. 

There  has  been  no  great  change  in  the  church  bttilding  except  the  addi- 
tion of  a  small  chapel.  Rev.  N.  T..  Otis  served  the  conj^resration  until  1868; 
A.  R  Boggs,  1869;  Albert  Smith.  1887-89;  L.  M.  Garlick.  1889-92;  S.  L 
Horn  1892-94;  H.  R.  Haw  ley,  189^1-96:  N.  M.  Barnes,  1896-1901;  D-  M. 
Warfl.  TOOT  04:  \y.  L.  Mann.  1004-06;  Charles  Hayward,  t 006-08:  Charle< 
Bauglmiaii.  mkaS-io:  J.  S  \'aler>tiiit*.  toto-t2:  W.  M.  Chattielcl.  1912-14; 
E.  B.  Dixon,  i()r4-i5:  and  the  present  inciiniljtni.  W.  S.  I'hillijjs. 

There  is  a  nieni]>cr.ship  at  present  of  sixty-.seven.  This  society  also  has 
a  strong  Sunday  school  of  one  hundred  members. 

ORI.EAICS  MFTHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

• 

A  Methodist  Episcopal  class  was  organized  in  Orleans  at  a  moderately 
early  date,  but  just  when  or  who  were  the  organi^iirg'  members  cannot  be 
clearly  ascertained,  for  there  are  no  records  to  enlighten  the  chronicler,  and 

IT  me  of  (he  early  n^emliers  within  reach.  In  the  <:teward's  book  appears  the 
intonnation  that  "'the  ( )ti-<co  circuit  was  f(*rnierly  a  part  of  the  old  Flat 
River  circuit  iTom  winch  it  was  .separated  in  i86t.  and  then  constituted  a 
circuit  by  itself."  Rev.  Mr.  F'n'eze,  who  was  a  tainous  and  a  zealous  i)reacher 
on  the  Flat  River  circuit,  preached  the  first  Alethodist  sermon  in  Orleans. 
Among  the  ministers  who  served  on  that  and  the  Otisco  circuit,  with  Orleans 
as  a  field  of  their  work,  were  the  Revs.  T.  B.  Granger,  Scth  Reed,  J.  N. 
Thomas,  Isaac  Bennett,  I.  S.  Finch,  William  McKnight,  E.  Bush,  Alfred 
Allen.  J.  W.  Cawthome.  C.  H.  Fisher,  E.  Marble.  A.  P.  Moors,  E.  D.  Young, 
William  T.  Williams,  T.  J.  Spencer,  Alonzo  Rogers.  M.  D.  Carrel.  N.  L. 
Bray.  W.  A.  Brownson.  D.  O.  Ball,  J.  M.  Aiken  and  W,  H.  Ware. 

There  were  in  Orleans  two  Methodist  Kpiscopat  das^  on  the  Otisco 
circuit  which  had  five  appointments.  Rev.  W.  H.  Ware  being  the  preacher  in 
chnrcre  in  November,  t88o.  T1ie  Orleans  classes  worshipped  at  the  town 
hall  and  Green's  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  section  17.  erected  in  1872. 

Aliont  the  year  789-^,  diirinq^  the  pastorate  of  W.  V.  Og^dcn,  the  class 
purcha.sed  a  'irano;c  hall,  nio\ed  it  to  the  lot  which  had  Ix-en  secured  in  the 
villagfe.  an<l  remodeled  it  for  a  chureli  This  continued  to  be  the  church 
home  of  the  clas.s  until  the  need  for  a  niore  modern  edifice  became  so  press* 
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ing  that  in  1915,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  F.  W.  Nickel,  a  new  site  was 
purchased.  This  was  more  centrally  located  in  the  village  and  the  church 
building  was  again  nio\^d  and  remodeled. 

It  was  dedicated  on  September  5,  191 5,  by  District  Superintendent  Will- 
iam H,  Pheli>s.  and  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  village  churches  found  in 
the  count) .  The  parsonage  was  formerly  west  of  the  old  town  hall  but  in 
1914  Rev.  F.  \\.  Nickel  led  in  a  inrn  enienl  which  resulted  in  a  more  modem 
home  for  the  pastor  and  located  only  three  doors  from  the  church.  The 
foUowinef  is  llie  Hst  of  pastori^  who  have  served  this  church  in  the.  past  twenty- 
five  years:  J.  Marzolf,  D.  C.  Woodani,  S  ( ".  Wonrlnrd.  F.  A.  \'an  ^e^Valker. 
F.  J.  Freeman,  G.  W.  Riggs  I''.  T.  SiH-ncer.  Brnmtit,  W.  F.  Ootit-n,  .\,  K. 
Stewart.  N.  E.  G\hhs.  A.  E.  Simmons,  J  W.  Bnell,  X.  S  Tnttlc.  L  B. 
K\ii\  .in.  W.  M.  V.  Jerrett,  F.  W.  Nickel  and  E.  VV.  Morse.  The  present 
membership  is  fifty-six. 

LYONS  MET!COr>I.<l  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

No  records  remain  1  the  Ijcginnings  of  the  church  at  Lyons,  hut  it  prob- 
ably was  first  organi/t  1  between  1R55  and  185Q.    Methodist  meetings  were 

first  held  in  a  schooi  honse.  then  in  a  town  hnll.  Some  of  those,  whose 
memories  cfo  back  the  farthest,  speak  of  n  Mr  fr,  tt.  a  Mr.  Otis,  and  a  Mr, 
Srirainie  as  among  the  earh'est  ATethodi^t  ]iic;.rncrc  of  (he  place.  Rev. 
Ml  race  Hall,  who  was  appointed  to  Lv-otis  in  iShn  is  tlie  brsl  of  whom  rmv 
written  record  remains.  About  1858  or  185* k  the  sru  ictv  purchased  a  church 
bnikiing  which  liail  been  built  by  the  Episcopabans  a  lew  yea^^  before.  It 
stood  on  the  bank  of  the  river  on  East  Water  street,  and  as  "The  old  brown 
church"  it  continued  to  be  used  by  the  Methodists  until  1882,  when  the  present 
brick  edifice  on  East  Main  street  was  built  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  D.  W. 
Parsons. 

The  pastors  since  i860  were  as  follow :  FTorace  HaU,  1860-61 ;  Josiah 
Fowler,  1861-63;  ^-  Votings,  1863-6.S;  William  M.  Colby,  1865-67; 
Charles  Chick.  1867-69;  J.  S.  Harder,  1860-71 :  F  1.  Bell,  1871-73;  G.  L. 

Gilbert.  T87.V74:  Warner.  T87-I-75;  0.  F.  Holli^tcr,  1875-78:  D.  S. 

Haviland.'  1878-80;  D.  \V.  Parsons,  1880-83:  M.  W.  Knapp,  1883-84;  J. 
Gulick.  1884-86;  T  H  Jacokes.  t886-8o;  F.  J.  Freeman.  1889-QI ;  William 
Judd.  1801-05:  K.  Keillor.  !So5-o''«:  W.  E.  O^den.  1896-90:  M.  F. 
Looniis,  1899-1900;  J.  C.  Jewell,  1900-02:  N.  R.  Woods,  1902  03  ;  H.  E. 
Wvlie,  1903-1908;  W.  W.  Hurd,  1908-15;  George  A.  Brown,  the  present 
pastor. 
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The  present  membership  is  nearly  two  hundred.  The  church  sustains 
a  good  Sunday  school^  an  Epworth  League,  a  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  a  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  with  its  auxiliary  Standard  Bearers  among  the 
young  ladies  and  King's  Heralds  among  the  children.  The  church  building 
was  improved  and  redecorated  in  1915. 

e&WAMO  MOIJODfST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

The  I'cwanio  Methcxlist  clumU  was  orgaiiizeti  some  time  in  ihe  sixties. 
The  detailed  records  have  not  been  preserved.  There  is  record  of  the  fol- 
lowing resident  pastors :  S.  Snyder,  1871 ;  L.  C.  Austin,  1873 « J  -  A.  Sprague, 
1*74;  J  W.  Hallenbeck,  1875;  F.  Glass,  1876;  D.  W.  Parsons.  1879;  D.  M. 
Ward,  1880;  L.  P.  Fergusson,  1881.  From  that  time  on  Pcwamo  was 
attached  to  other  charges.  Most  of  the  time  it  has  been  a  part  of  Lyons 
charge  and  served  by  the  pastor  from  Lyons.  In  iQi  i  the  church  building, 
which  had  long  ^^erved  as  a  place  of  worship,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Under 
the  leadership  of  Rev.  W.  W.  Hurd,  of  Lyons,  a  new  edifice  was  built  and 
dedicated,  June  2Q,  IQ13,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  conveniently 
arranged  country  churches  to  be  found  in  the  state  Its  ro«;t  wns  $4,000.  A 
Sunday  school,  a  I-adics"  Aid  Society,  and  a  VV'oman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  are  in.iintained. 

There  v\as  formerly  a  Metliodist  Kpiseojtal  church  at  Muir.  For  some 
years  it  had  a  resident  pastor,  but  after  1878  ii  was  attached  to  Lyons  charge 
and  served  by  the  pastor  of  that  charge.  It  ultimately  disbanded,  many  of 
its  members  joining  the  Lyons  church. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  IONIA. 

The  initiatory  '=tep  in  the  formatfoTi  of  the  First  Baptist  church  of 
Joma  was  laken  r>n  June  -'4.  1834,  at  whicli  time  K'ev.  E.  Looiuis.  ajg"ent  of 
the  .Xnicrican  liaptist  Home  Mi'-sioii  Society,  and  Uev.  S.  Slater,  of  the 
Thomas  mission  station  were  jire-^eiit.  After  sermon  and  rehjj;irius  ^e/vices. 
Samuel  Dexter,  Ltastui.  Yeonums  and  Alfred  Cornell,  and  iheir  wives, 
formed  themselves  into  a  conference.  On  tlie  23rd  of  the  following  August, 
Reverend  T^oomis  1>eing  present,  the  subject  of  church  organization  was  dis^ 
cussed;  it  was  thereupon  decideil  to  organize  as  the  I'irst  Rapti.st  church  of 
Ionia. 

W.  B.  Lincoln  was  the  first  camUdate  for  baptism.  The  following  day, 
August  24,  1834,  Reverend  Loomis  (ireached  at  the  home  of  Erastus  Yeo- 
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tnans.  After  this  service  Reverend  Loomis  extended  the  right  hand  of  fd- 
lowship  to  Brother  Cornell  hi  behalf  of  the  church,  also  to  W.  B.  Lincoln, 
who  was  to  be  the  first  church  clerk.  On  the  l8th  of  February,  1837,  the 
church  met  at  tlie  school  house  in  schoul  district  No  i.  arcordin<]f  to  previous 
adjournment,  and  adojJted  the  articles  of  taitli  and  covenant  presented  by 
the  following  committee,  a])))* nnlctl  lor  that  purpose,  namely:  J.  Eaton.  R. 
S.  Park.  W.  B.  Lincoln  an  l  l-rastus  Veomans.  The  follo\\'ing  were  aUo 
incnikM-  of  the  clnircb  ai  ihi^  time,  all  recei\(<i  by  letter:  George  Dexier 
and  wile.  Stephen  Dexter  and  wile,  W  illiani  Wood  and  wife,  Jeremiah  Eaton, 
Candis  Dexter,  Justus  Barber,  Mercy  Smith  and  Delilah '  Clapsaddle.  In 
August,  183;,  Rev.  A.  C.  Sangster,  became  pastor  of  the  church  and  so  con- 
tinued until  1840,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  H.  D.  Buttolph,  who 
remained  in  this  relation  until  1844,  The  church  at  this  time  numbered 
forty-five  members. 

In  1845,  ^^v-  Alfred  G>mell  became  pastor  and  remained  with  the 
church  until  t86«,  a  period  of  seventeen  years — ^years  of  faithful,  untiring, 
consecrated  service,  not  only  to  his  own  church  jjeople,  but  to  all  the  sur- 
rounding country.  During  the  early  part  of  Reverend  Cornell's  ministra- 
tion, a  house  of  wcj  ship  was  erected :  this  Imildii^  was  occupied  a«  a  church 
until  the  coiupieuon  of  the  new  building  in  1872.  This  tirst  structure  erected 
and  cledieatefi  as  a  church  was  the  Hrst  and  only  chnrch  erliiicc  in  this  section 
of  the  then  uililemess,  and  for  several  years  continued  to  In;  used  for  all 
large  gatherings  ami  wedding  celebrations. 

During  Rev.  Alfred  Cornell's  pastorate,  many  were  added  to  the  church 
membership  by  baptism  or  by  letter,  many  were  granted  letters  of  dismission 
as  they  moved  to  adjoining  places  when  new  churches  were  formed.  At  the 
close  of  Reverend  Cornell's  first  pastorate  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  H. 
Morrison,  who  remained  with  the  church  two  years.  Upon  his  resignation* 
Rev.  Alfred  Cornell  was  recalled  and  served  the  church  for  another  two 
years,  nineteen  in  all.  haithful  in  season  and  out  of  season;  often  preach- 
ing three  times  on  Sunday,  frequently  riding  forty  miles  to  meet  all  these 
appointments,  many  times  reachiniG^  Ionia  late  at  night,  faint  and  wear\'.  not 
having'  stopped  to  taste  food  alter  an  early  breakfast,  It  can  be  said  of  him 
that  he  presented  hiinsell  a  living  sacritice,  holy,  acceptable  to  God. 
*  Tn  August,  1858.  Rev.  Levi  Parmely  accepted  the  call  to  the  pastorate 
and  remained  four  years.  -During  his  term  of  office,  the  present  brick  build- 
ing was  erected  just  west  of  the  old  church;  and  was  dedicated  on  January 
7,  1872.  Since  1872  the  following  pastors  have  ministered  faithfully  and 
(26) 
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devotedly:  Rev.  John  Rowley  one  year;  Rev.  E.  O.  Taylor,  two  years;  Rev. 
John  Donnelley,  five  years;  Rev.  D.  Van  Alstine,  D.  D.,  three  years;  Rev. 
T.  S.  McCall,  two  years.  In  December,  1886,  Rev.  T.  S.  McCall  was 
ordained  in  the  Ionia  Baptist  church.  Rev.  P.  S.  Henson,  of  Chicago, 
prertched  the  ordinatio'h  sermon,  and  Rev.  Kerr  B.  Tupper,  of  Grand  Rapids, 
gavv  the  charge  to  the  cnndiflatc.  Then  followed  Rev.  J.  J.  Phelp--,  three 
years;  Rev,  F.  O.  Dickey,  three  years;  Rev.  K.  M.  JefFers,  three  years; 
Rev.  D.  L.  Martin,  five  years.  Kev.  F.  E.  P>ranch,  the  ptLscnt  pastor  (1916) 
came  to  the  church  in  1905,  and  is  still  its  devoted  and  lovai  nnm-ter. 

During  tlie^e  eighty-two  years,  the  church  has  grown  in  stren^tli  and 
number;  the  building  has  been  remodeled,  the  lighting  system  changed,  the 
pipe  organ  installed,  the  church  work  broadened  and  strengthened.  Two 
veteran  ministers,  Rev.  John  Van  Vleck,  and  Rev,  John  Coe,  lent  their  wis- 
dom and  spiritual  aid  to  the  growing  church  in  its  earlier  struggles.  Two 
members  of  the  church  have  entered  the  work  of  the  ministry,  Henry  W. 
Powell  and  Herman  J.  Powell.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  this  church 
was  not  only  the  first  one  organized  in  Tonia  county,  but  the  first  of  any 
denomination  to  T)e  org^anized  in  this  section  of  the  state ;  antedating  the  first 
church  in  Grand  Rapids  by  a  year  or  more. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OP  PORTI^ND. 

In  accordance  with  previous  notice  a  few  Baptists  met  at  the  Portland 
school  house,  May  2,  1840,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Baptist  church. 
Joseph  Munn  vas  appointed  moderator  and  John  Brown,  clerk.  It  was  then 
voted  that  Dean  M.  Tyler,  Sr..  W.  Z.  Blanchard,  Isaac  E.  Tyler  and  John 
Brown  be  a  committee  to  prejxire  a  code  of  articles.  At  the  following  meet- 
ing,* held  on  June  6,  the  committee  presented  articles  which  were  snlmiiftcd 
to  eleven  persons  who  presented  letters  of  recomnien<lation  from  the  Baptist 
church  of  Walled  F.ake.  Oakland  county.  The  eleven  persons  were  Dean 
M.  Tyler,  To'^eph  Miiiin.  Matilda  Munn,  Phoel)e  Tyler,  Fsanc  K.  Tyler,  Betsey 
A.  BrcnA  ii,  J^Iizalieth  1  \  ler.  Sarah  Tvler,  John  Hrown.  Laura  R.  Tyler  and 
Carohne  rvk-r.  These  loruied  the  Baptist  church  of  Portland,  and  on 
February  6.  1841.  engaged  f^ev.  Moses  Clark,  of  De  Witt  to  [)reach  for  them 
one-fourth  of  his  time.  On  April  2.  1842.  Dean  M.  i  ylcr  was  chosen  deacon 
and  May  28  it  was  resolved  to  unite  with  the  Shiawa.ssee  association.  On 
November  12,  1842,  it  was  voted  that  "in  view  of  our  destitute  circumstances, 
we  request  the  state  convention  to  send  us  fifty  dollars  to  aid  in  supplying 
the  ministry  among  us." 
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On  September  4,  1843,  the  First  Baptist  Society  of  Portland  was  organ- 
ized and  in  the  fall  of  1843  KWer  Sangstcr  was  engaged  as  pastor.  Rev. 
Alfred  Cornell,  his  successor,  preached  onec  a  month  for  about  three  years 
and  thereafter  followed  Revs.  Caleb  Rice  and  S.  P.  Town,  after  whom  came 
Revs.  J.  G,  Portman  (a  few  months).  David  Osborn  (three  years>,  Harvey 
Petit  (six  years),  Alfred  Cornell  (six  years),  and  A.  E.  Mather,  T.  N.  Car- 
man, A.  H.  Jessup,  S.  G.  Anderson.  Leslie  Bower.  J,  H.  Stewart,  H.  Z. 
Davis.  F.  C.  Fistler  and  C.  F.  Vreeland. 

The  first  house  of  worship  was  completed  in  1859  meetings  havingr  pre- 
viously been  held  in  the  village  school  house  and  the  Methodist  church.  The 
corner  stone  of  the  brick  edifice  Nvas  laid  on  Jnne  16,  1876.  and  the  «;tnictnre 
Was  dedicated  in  Octotier,  1877.  It  cost  approximatelv  i^^iS.ooo,  nieasuns 
one  hundred  i'V  forty-eight  feet,  has  a  seating  capacity  fur  live  hiuKlrcd,and 
is  lighted  by  eras  This  is  mm  of  the  active  congregations  of  the  Baptist 
faith  in  this  county  and  at  present  has  a  niemlxrrshijj  ol  two  hundred  and 
two.  Active  auxiliaries  of  this  society  arc  the  Sunday  school,  Baptist  Young 
I»eople*s  Union.  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  Ladies  Foreign  and  Home  Missionary 
Society. 

BELDING  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

Thfe  First  Baptist  church  of  Belding  was  organized  in  1875  with  the 
following^  charter  members:  D.  Newcomb  and  wife,  Joel  Cook  and  wife, 
Freeman  Cook,  Luther  Savery  and  wife,  George  Hutchins  and  wife.  George 

Keeler  and  wife,  Ansel  Smith  and  wife,  Mrs.  H.  Purdy  and  Mr-  Uncrer. 
This  cnngregation  began  with  on1\  tifteen  nienil;ers.  hut  the  pro-iurity  <<{  the 
<?oeiety  w^as  a?sured  from  the  «tart,  Re\  Reilicrt  Shaftoii  was  the  first  pastor 
to  serve  tin's  charge.  He  has  been  foll  twed  by  the  toUow  ing.  Revs.  Will- 
iam Ruell.  U.  P.  Barlow,  O.  F.  A.  Spinning.  R,  A  A1r(  onncll,  W.  L.  Munger, 
G.  Quick.  H.  Spear,  C.  E.  MaxHeld,  ¥.  B.  irx  ing,  and  the  present  incumbent, 
W.  A.  Biss. 

Shortly  after  the  society  was  -organized  a  church  lot  was  secured  at  the 
comer  of  Washington  and  Alderman  streets  and  a  building  erected.  In 
1890  the  present  brick  edifice  was  completed  and  is  located  on  the  same  lot 
as  the  first  building.  This  congregation  has  prospered  equally  with  the  town 
and  at  present  has  a  membership  of  two  hundred  and  ten.  Active  auxiliaries 
of  the  church  are  the  Sunda>'  school,  Baptist  Yoimg  People's  Union,  Ladies' 
Missionary  Circle  and  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 
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LYONS  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  Baptist  church  of  Lyons  vvns  or<;anizcd  on  Jnnc  19,  1852,  "by 
mutual  association  in  church  relation"  of  Russell  JIer\cy,  joscyh  Rickey, 
Marvin  F.  Baker,  Joshua  P.  Manning,  Josqjh  Rickey,  Jr.,  Smith  Pruden, 
Eunice  Rickley,  Alice  B.  Baker,  Lydia  R.  Hti^,  Angeline  Coolidge,  Sarah 
Jane  Todd,  Eunice  Bennett  and  Jane  Pruden.  The  First  Baptist  Society 
was  organized  on  May  7,  1855,  and  trustees  chosen  as  follow:  J.  P.  Mann- 
ing, J.  R.  Stone,  T.  L.  Gilmore,  G.  Rockafellow  and  W.  Z.  Blanchard.  In 
1856  a  church  edifice  was  built  Russell  Herv^,  the  first  pastor,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Revs.  Ilirain  Cornell,  O.  B.  Call,  Janies  G.  Portman,  Doctor  Smith, 
S.  H.  Fason.  A.  k.  Hicks,  J.  H.  Roscoe.  N,  P.  Barlow,  Thomas  Robinson, 
A.  I*.  McDonald,  Osborn,  W.  T.  Woodhouse,  A.  F.  Niies,  W.  W.  Beardslee. 
W.  R  Waters,  W.  P.  I  ompkitis,  D.  L.  Martin,  Jacob  Henn,  W.  H.  FoweU, 
Garrison  Moore  and  1^.  B.  Unvidson. 

The  church  building  was  remodeled  in  1888  and  the  church  society  was 
re-oiganized  and  incorporated  under  the  acts  of  the  state  Legislature  passed 
in  1879.  The  present  membership  of  the  church  numbers  seventy-six  active 
workers.  The  church  supports  an  active  Bible  school,  both  junior  and  senior; 
Baptist  Young  Peoples'  Union,  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  Woman's  Missionary 
Society. 

PALO  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  first  religious  orgfanizatioii  formed  in  Palo  and  the  first,  |)erhai>s  in 
the  township,  was  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Palo,  or^nized  on  March  18, 
1846,  as  the  Prairie  C'reek  Baptist  church.  The  Lon^  Plain  school  house 
was  tbe  scene  of  the  event,  and  Rev.  B.  B.  Brigham,  of  North  Plains,  the 
moving  spirit  in  it.  The  organizing  members  numbered  twelve  and  were 
named  as  follow:  Matthew  Van  Vleck,  Deborah  Van  Vleck,  John  Van 
Vleck,  Geoige  D.  Tasker,  Catharine  Tasker,  Alvin  B.  Smith,  B.  B.  Brigham, 
James  S.  Sweeney  and  Patience  Norton.  On  the  8th  of  April  a  church 
council,  representing  Lyons,  Otisco  and  Ionia,  assembled  in  the  Long  Plain 
school  house  and  formally  realized  the  church,  on  which  occasion  Elder 
John  Van  Vleck  preached  the  sermon,  and  Sarah  and  Jane  Van  Vledc,  J.  J. 
Cronkite,  Silas  Norton,  Georc^e  W.  Germain  and  T.ucy  Cronkite  were  received 
into  memher.ship.  On  the  12th  of  Apr-I  George  W.  Germain  and  Silas  Nor- 
ton were  publicly  l)aptfzed  in  Prairie  creek. 

School  houses  and  private  houses  were  used  as  places  ot  worship  until 
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the  fall  of  1850  wlifii  a  church  Imilding  was  occupied.  Klder  Brigham 
preached  fur  the  church  every  Sunday  for  a  year  or  Uvo  and  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Jolm  \'an  Vleck,  a  resident  of  the  town.  Matthew  Van  Vlcck,  who 
was  chosen  the  tirst  deacon,  continued  to  hold  his  office  from  1846  uninter- 
ruptedly  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  April,  1880.  He  had  at  that  time  reached 
the  good  old  age  of  eighty-six. 

The  ministers  who  have  served  this  church  since  Rev.  Van  Vleck  are 
D.  n.  Munger,  L.  Parmerley,  H.  A.  Rose,  W.  L.  Mwnger,  A.  Cornell,  D.  B. 
Munger,  W.  W.  Beardsley,  J.  J.  Bailey,  George  Lockhart,  F.  C.  Fistler,  K 
Rushbrook,  H.  A.  Essex,  F.  Wright,  I.  Buffum,  and  the  present  incumbent. 
Reverend  Gould.  This  is  one  of  the  real  old  congregations  in  Ionia  county 
and  has  had  a  very  prosperous  career.  The  membership  at  present  numbers 
one  hundred  and  twelve.  The  chiwch  also  s\ipports  an  active  I-adies'  Aid 
Society,  Baptist  Young  Peoples*  Union,  and  both  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Societies. 

VEWAUO  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  first  entry  in  the  I'ewamo  Baptist  church  records  ajii.ear^  under  date 
of  April  17,  1847,  recites  that  "covenant  meeting  was  uiurc  fully  attended 
than  for  a  long  time,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  growing  interest  in  idii^ion. 
lircihren  felt  to  confess  their  faults  one  to  another,  each  had  mure  cliarity 
for  otlier  than  themselves."  Upon  that  occasion  Edward  Henderson  was 
received  into  fellowship  of  the  church. 

At  a  meeting  at  the  house  of  Doctor  Millard,  January  14,  185 1,  there 
were  present  Doctor  Millard,  Charles  Millard,  Hiram  Hunt,  Nathan  Benjamin, 
Edward  Henderson,  John  A.  Millard,  Sylvester  Benjamin,  Alvira  Millard, 
Catherine  Millard,  Charity  Millard  and  Amanda  Hunt,  with  Elder  F.  S. 
Batcheldor,  of  the  Indian  Creek  church,  in  the  chair.  It  was  resolved  that 
"As  the  Baptist  church  of  Lyons  has  for  nearly  two  years  had  no  meeting  as 
a  church  and  whereas  God  in  His  mercy  has  revived  us,  therefin^  resolved** 
That  the  church  now  recominence,  and  that  those  of  the  former  members  of 
the  church  who  arc  in  fellowship  one  with  another,  and  who  desire  to  renew 
their  covenant  and  hence fortb  to  walk  in  diurch  relation,  shall  be  considered 
members  of  the  church.  That  we  endeavor  to  obtain  preaching  one-fourth 
of  the  time,  and  appoint  brothers  D.  Miilard,  N.  Benjamin  and  Hiram  Hunt 
a  committee  for  this  purpose.'* 

The  records  are  not  very  clear  as  to  the  OJgagement  of  pastors,  but  it 
appears  therefrom  that  Riders  Cornell  and  •Batcheldor  preached  in  1851,  A.' 
Cornell  1851-57,  Charles  Clute  1857-59.   Others  joined  the  church  and  were 
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baptized  in  what  was  known  as  the  Hathaway  creek.  On  May  26,  1859,  the 
church  met  in  covenant.  By  the  vote  of  the  church  appointments  were 
changed  from  the  Plains  to  the  Red  school  house*  north  of  Pewamo,  near  the 
Joseph  Randolph  farm,  where  they  held  Sunday  morning;  service  and  had 
covenant  meetings  the  last  Saturday  of  each  month.  Preaching  in  the  White 
school  house  on  ]chn  A.  Millard's  farm,  tliree  and  one-half  miles  northeast 
of  Pewamo  was  lield  on  Sundavs,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  One  of 
the  old  members  is  living  today,  Mrs.  John  Millard,  who,  on  the  loth  of 
beptember,  1915,  was  one  hundred  yenrs  old  and  was  one  of  the  earlv  settlers. 

Rev.  J.  J.  I'lirtnian  was  ]>astoi  in  i860.  Rev.  D.  Osborn  sujjplied  the 
church  III  186-',  and  \va>  aNo  pa^tur  ul  the  Portlrsrid  church.  Un  August  13, 
1864,  "The  first  Ba|itist  church  of  Lyons  met  and  the  majority  of  its  mem- 
bers were  preseiit,  and  by  a  unanimous  vote  changed  the  name  of  the  Baptist 
church  of  Lyons  to  the  Baptist  churcli  of  Pewamo  and  elected  William  Upton 
and  Josia  Green,  deacons  to  assist  Deacon  Gourdan  Millard  and  Doctor  Mill- 
ard.*' By  order  of  the  church  John  A.  Millard  was  elected  churdi  derk. 
Rev.  A.  McLain  was  pastor  from  July,  1865,  to  June,  1867.  From  1869 
there  is  a  blank  in  the  minutes  but  not  in  the  work  of  the  church,  for  in  1866 
the  work  was  started  for  the  present  building,  and  in  1868  it  was  dedicated 
-as  the  Pewamo  Baptist  church. 

From  1866  to  1868  they  held  the  church  services  in  an  old  bouse  of 
Doctor  Millard,  just  east  of  where  Mrs.  Wedlas  Green  now  lives  in  Pewamo 
villagie.  In  j^bg  the  church  bought  a  piece  of  property  owned  now  by  Mrs. 
J  I.  ilaskins  Rocs  and  RcvLrend  Raker  supplied  the  church.  In  1870, 
beij;innnig  with  thf  week  of  i)eaie,  Rev.  D.  B.  Munger.  of  Palo,  and  C.  C. 
.Miller,  of  Oaklield,  conducted  the  services  of  meeting-*?  to  the  glory  of  God. 
in  the  congregation  of  which  twenty-one  united  with  tiiis  church.  George 
Wesselious  came  and  preached  in  1870  and  was  ordained  on  August  24, 
1870.  Rev.  H.  Petit  was  pastor  from  September  30,  187 1,  to  March,  1873. 
'On  September  24,  1870,  B.  F.  Hunt  was  appointe<l  deacon,  which  office  he 
filled  until  removed  by  death,  April  30,  1901.  Rev.  D.  D.  Walken  was  pastor 
in  1874  for  six  months.  Rev.  A.  R.  Hicks  was  pastor  from  1875  to  1876, 
and  in  1877  the  pastors  were  C.  W.  Parmer  and  Evans.  On  April  7,  1877, 
J.  Blackmar  was  appointed  deacon,  which  office  he  filled  until  removed  by 
death,  Tune  14,  191 3.  Rev.  J.  H.  IVIorrison  was  pastor  from  August,  1877, 
to  1880,  Rev.  W.  B.  Northrop  from  October  2,  t88o,  to  September  2,  1882. 
after  which  the  church  hrtd  no  pastor  until  1H84.  Rev,  R.  Monroe  wa.s 
pastor  niuil  April  18,  1885.  ^^^"^'^  t^-  Oslnirn  l>ecame  pastor  from  June, 
1885  until  September  6,  1885,  after  which  the  church  had  supplies  until 
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November  28,  1886,  when  Rev.  D.  B.  Daveran  became  pastor  until  October 
7,  1889.  At  this  time  the  church  sheds  were  built  and  the  house  of  worship 
was  reniorleled.  free  from  debt,  and  at  a  cost  of  eight  hundred  dollars. 

On  December  31,  1891,  J.  E.  Gregory  became  pa'=tor  and  remained  until 
1893.  J-  Marlk  \va-  pastor  until  September  i,  li^4.    Rev.  W.  B. 

Waters  was  pastor  from  Se|)tenil)er  17,  i<)oo,  to  May  31.  1003.  On  June 
1  S.  iyo3'  -  D  I'-  David  came  as  a  sui>ply  and  the  h<)u>c  ni  w  ji^lnp  was 
improved  and  reopened  a(  a  cost  of  S500.  Un  !  )r(-e!nluT  4,  1904,  W.  B. 
Waters  returned  and  remained  uuiil  July  25,  10()<S,  when  he  was  called  to 
his  eternal  home.  On  January  9,  1909,  Iv.  H.  AlcConneil  aime  as  i>a<tur 
for  an  indefinite  time,  on  October  8,  1909-  In  June,  1912,  Rev.  Ben  Wregers 
came  and  was  here  one  year  and  nine  months.  In  January,  1914,  W.  P. 
Powell  came  and  finished  out  Reverend  Wregers'  last  year.  Rev.  J.  H. 
Thedson  came  over  from  district  No.  9,  in  July.  191 4.  Mr.  Chatman  was 
pastor  until  September  i,  1914.  On  October  1,  1914,  Rev.  J.  A.  Shape  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  until  April,  191 5.  On  May  i,  19 J  5,  Rev.  B.  T.  Johnson 
came  as  a  supply  from  Kalamazoo  Collq^^  and  is  still  here  on  Sundays, 
covenant  meetings  and  prayer  meetings. 

Death  and  removals  have  reduced  the  membership  of  the  Pewamo  church 
but  the  present  members  are  eithusiastic  workers.  The  cluirch  clerks  from 
J  845  to  191 5  have  l>een :  John  A.  Millard,  Henry  Loomis.  John  Penington, 
Luther  Welcos,  A.  B.  Blackmer  and  A.  Somers. 

JFIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  LAKE  ODESSA. 

The  First  Baptist  church  of  Lake  Odessa  was  organized  on  July  20, 
1890,  with  the  following  charter  members :  Z.  W.  Carter,  Adelia  Carter,  J. 
Leon  Carter,  Ruby  M.  Carter,  Grace  P.  Carter,  Grace  Lapo,  Ruth  Xickles, 
Orlando  J.  Kenion,  Alida  Kenion  and  J.  Wesley  Reeder. 

In  the  summer  of  1895  woric  on  the  present  building  was  begun  and 
this  structure  was  dedicated  on  August  25,  1895.  members  of  this 

church  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts.  The  membership  at  present  num- 
bers f  <jurteen.  Rev.  Charles  Sherwood  was  the  first  pastor  to  serve  the  Lake 
Odessa  congregation.  Later  ministers  are  F.  Carpenter,  A.  Niles,  H.  Ren- 
shaw,  Charles  Kendall,  Tilley,  Donovan  and  J.  H.  Davis. 

~    BAPTIST  CHURCH  OP  RUSSELL. 

Rev.  Elbridgc  Cilley  formed  a  Baptist  church  at  the  Russell  school 
house.    The  members  were  but  few  in  number,  yet  they  were  earnest  and 
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zealous,  and  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  in  1H61,  meetings  were 
regularly  held  and  matters  prospered.  The  first  deacon  chosen  was  David 
Disinger,  a  worthy  man,  and  Rev.  Riley  Hess  was  the  tirst  pastor.  Myron 
Tupper  was  a  preacher,  but  for  years  he  pursued  the  labors  of  an  evangelist, 
preaching  here  and  there  wherever  there  appeared  to  be  need  of  his  services. 
He  was  an  energetic  and  ambitious  servant  of  the  Lord,  and  preached  f reeiv 
without  price.  He  is  said  to  have  ridden  thirty  and  forty  miles  of  a  Sunday 
and  preached  two  and  v-cmetinies  three  sermons.  After  awhile  he  gave  up 
evangelical  work  and  preached  steadily  to  the  church  at  his  home.  During 
his  term  of  service  in  1855  there  was  a  three-weeks  revival  season  in  the 
church  and  through  the  eltorts  of  Reverend  Barker,  an  eloqtient  revivalist  of 
that  day,  fifty  five  converts  were  received  into  Uie  church  and  bapti/ed  r>ne 
Simday  in  Duck  creek  by  Llder  Tupper.  That  occasion  was  a  norable  one 
in  the  history  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Ionia  county  and  drew  together  from 
far  and  near  a  great  crowd  of  people.  In  186 1  the  church  lost  many  of  its 
members  and  in  a  short  time  thereafter  passed  out  of  existence. 

IONIA  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHfiRCH. 

The  or£^."}nization  now  known  as  the  First  Presbyterian  clmrch  of  Ionia 
was  formed  on  September  30,  18^2,  in  Lyons,  by  Rc\ .  Lemoync  S.  Smith, 
a  missionary  of  the  American  Kome  Missionary  Society.  Rev.  Calvin  Clark 
had  org-anized  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Cass  township  in  1839,  but  its  exist- 
enee  was  brief-  The  orgajiization  of  the  Ionia  county  church  was  effected 
in  the  building  used  as  a  court  house,  and  the  membership  was  composed  of 
William  Babcock,  Julia  Babcock,  Araminta  Dye.  Rebecca  Dye.  Lucretia 
Webster,  Mary  S.  Ix>vdl.  Mary  Lovell  and  Abbey  J.  T^vell.  On  October 
9,  Dolly  B.  Overhiser  and  Harriet  A.  Bates  were  received  by  tetter  and  on 
October  29,  Samuel  P.  Hodges,  Rufus  Dinsmore,  Robert  W.  Stevens,  Martha 
Stevens,  George  C.  Overhiser  and  Olivia  S.  Babcock  were  received. 

On  the  meeting  of  October  29,  it  was  resolved  to  call  the  organization 
the  "First  Congregation  Church  of  Tonia."  and  on  the  30th  the  members  met 
in  S.  P.  Hodpc's  schnnl  room  for  worship,  when  Rev.  L.  M.  S,,  Smith 
preached.  Mr.  Smith  was  cng^a^cd  as  pastor  and  remained  in  charg'e  upwards 
of  a  year.  William  BafKrock  w.is  cliosen  the  first  deacon  of  the  church,  but 
how  long  he  ser\'efi  does  not  apf>ear.  Before  Mr.  Smith's  de]>arture  the 
place  of  wor.ship  w  as  changed  to  a  building  near  where  Pickhaver  &  Miller's 
store  stood,  and  later  to  where  Ethan  S.  Johnson  formerly  lived,  west  of 
the  Bailey  House.   Prom  there  they  moved  to  the  Episcopal  churdi,  which 
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they  used  until  the  occupation  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  edifice,  in 

1857. 

Although  the  church  wjis  organized  as  a  Congregational  churrh,  appli- 
cation was  made  in  1845  admission  to  the  care  of  the  presbytery  of  Ionia. 
In  184S  a  release  was  asked  from  this  presbytery  and  a  union  effecte<l  with 
the  Grand  River  Valley  Congregational  Association.  In  1856,  connection 
with  the  latter  l>ody  was  severwl  an<l  in  1857,  the  Presbyterian  form  of 
government  being  adopted,  the  church  became  a  member  of  the  £*resbytery 
of  Grand  T^iver  Valley.  On  January  31,  1857,  David  Irish,  N.  Williams 
and  Gilbert  Powlinson  were  chosen  elders,  and  Nelson  E.  Smith  and  John 
Butler,  deacons. 

Reverend  Smith's  successors  in  the  pastorate  were  Rev.  Winthrop 

Wheeler,  to  1814;  Rev.  George  C.  Overhiser,  to  1847;  Rev.  Norman  Ackley, 
to  1849;  and  after  a  season  of  stated  snj)i)lie«  tn  T851.  Rev.  Loins  Mills,  to 
1855.  In  Mav.  T856,  Rt-v.  R.  \V.  Landis  becimie  the  |iast<  ir.  and  during  his 
term  the  erection  oi  i  Imiise  of  worship  was  con  nu  lu  t-d  in  !Hz,6  The 
structtn^e  was  first  oocnjjicl  on  July  26,  1857.  ami  drdicaicd  un  August  1.2, 
1857,  on  which  day  also  the  Pieihvterv  of  (iian.d  River  V'allev  was  orj^an- 
ized.  Rev.  Courtney  Smith  prtai  liLii  the  dedicatory  bcrn'un  ind  Rev.  Will- 
iam 1",  b'erry  offered  the  prayer.  Reverend  Landis  remamcd  die  pastor  uutd 
1859,  and  after  that  Revs.  L.  1.  Root  and  E.  D.  Newberry  were  the  suc- 
cessive pastors  to  April,  1868,  Mr.  Root  from  the  ^jjring  of  i860  to  July. 
1861,  and  Mr.  Newberry  from  the  autumn  of  i86i  to  April.  1868. 

At  that  time  there  was  some  dissension  in  the  chiurch,  and  the  result 
was  the  withdrawal  of  a  considerable  number  of  members,  who  straight- 
way assisted  in  the  organization  of  a  Congregational  church.  Rev.  Job  Pier- 
son  was  called  to  the  charge  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and,  although  he 
foiuid  matters  far  from  prosperous,  succeeded,  only  by  energetic  and  zealous 
labor,  in  not  only  right  speedily  restoring  a  brighter  and  happier  condition  of 
affairs,  btit  pushed  the  church  interests  to  a  greater  success  than  they  ever 
before  had  met  with.  Mr.  Pierson  labored  as  the  church's  pastor  for  ten 
years,  and  in  July,  1878.  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request  Rev.  Charles 
Foote,  Mr.  Pierson's  successor,  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  as 
runs  the  averajife  of  snhtirhan  pulpit  teachers  and  in  the  little  time  he  was 
spared  to  serve  the  church  gave  alnuidam  promise  of  fruitful  efforts.  In 
the  full  flush  of  his  usefulness,  however,  he  was  stricken  with  a  fatal  illness 
and  died  in  the  spring  of  1879. 

Rev.  lames  l^amb  became  the  pasttjr.  but  not  until  May  31,  1881,  thus 
leaving  an  interim  ot  almost  two  years  without  a  minister.    Reverend  Lamb 
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renviined  until  August  31,  1883.  William  S,  Potter  then  became  actively 
connected  with  the  church  on  October  i,  1884,  and  remained  until  August 
I,  1888.  He  was  followed  by  George  D.  Lindsay,  May  9,  1889,  who  served 
until  July  19,  1891.  Rev.  John  T.  Oxtoby,  D.  D.,  served  from  October  27, 
1891,  to  September  i,  1900.  W.  McX'herson,  April  i,  1901,  to  April  i. 
1904;  ^^  K  Spencer,  D.  D.,  November  i,  1904,  to  April  12,  1914,  followed 
by  Mark  L.  Marshall. 

On  June  28,  1908,  tlie  chiurch  building  was  destroyed  hy  fire.  Plans 
were  imniecliately  launched  for  the  erection  of  a  new  edifice  wliich  should  be 
worthx'  of  the  town  and  ronLvre'^'ation.  Throuf^h  the  untiring  efTorts  of 
RextTfii'l  Sfjciirer.  witli  \hc  :\\>\c  assiiiance  of  tlic  tncnilicr-^  of  the  con.srre- 
i^;it;>>ri,  ilic  wdik  \va>  lapidlv  !>nshed  forward.  T\\v  building  cuiuniittee  con- 
sisted of  William  IJeals,  chairman,  Fred  Culler,  jr.,  secretary;  Tliane  Bene- 
dict, assistant  secretary;  Milton  McGeary.  treasurer;  George  F.  Phelps,  Frank 
L.  Taylor,  Terrance  Dolan,  Sherman  Townsend  and  W.  K.  Spencer.  The 
architects  were  Clark  &  Munger,  of  Bay  City.  The  building  was  completed 
at  a  cost  of  $30,000  and  was  made  ready  for  the  dedicatory  services  which 
were  held  on  March  13;  1910.  This  church  cannot  be  surpassed  in  beauty 
and  simplicity  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

This  churcli,  although  starting  out  under  adverse  circumstances  and 
encountering  ^veral  storms  in  its  voyage  which  for  the  time  threatened  it 
greatly,  yet  it  has  come  thrnu?rh  all  of  these  unscathed  and  at  the  present 
time  has  a  membership  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

rOkTL.\ND  FiKST  CONGRKl.AilON AL  CUUKCH. 

On  February  4,  1843,  ^-  ^n^ith  organized  the  Portland  Congre- 

gational church  with  ten  charter  members,  namely :  Mrs.  John  Knox.  B.  G. 
Cooley  and  wife,  Stephen  Pilkinton  and  wife,  Mrs  Willard  Brooks,  Mr^. 
E.  T.  Bate.'^.  Mrs.  Nancy  N.  Sullivan,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Kilbome,  and  D.  S. 
Soles.  In  1867  there  was  a  dismissal  of  thirty-five  members,  who  proceeded 
to  organize  a  Presbyterian  church  tuidct  the  care  of  Rev.  Augustus  Marsh. 
This  orijanir/ntion  existed  until  April,  1876  (Mr.  iVTarsh  heiufj-  continuously 
the  i^astor  ).  when  it  dissolved  and  its  nieinbei>  thereupon  reunited  with  the 
Conc:ret^ational  church.  R  G.  C'ooley  was  tlie  tirst  deacon  of  tlic  ( Dntjre- 
gatiunai  church  which  continued  to  prosper  from  the  outset,  and  became 
within  a  few  years  a  religious  power. 

The  first  house'  of  worship  was  built  in  1853,  and  in  the  summer  of  1877 
it  was  removed  to  the  present  site  and  materially  enlarged  and  improved  at 
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an  aggregate  expense  of  $6,000.  The  pastors  who  have  served  the  church 
are:  L.  S.  Smith,  Plenry  Root,  I^wis  Mills,  Samuel  Sessions.  David  Wirt, 
A.  Marsh,  L.  P.  Spebnan,  Robert  G.  Baird,  A.  H.  Flecher,  G.  L.  Maile,  G. 

W.  Botlnvell,  D.  P.  Breed.  R.  M.  Keyes.  C.  \^'.  Bird,  Isaac  Terboigh.  W'il- 
mont  E.  Stevens,  James  C.  Hageman,  Charles  I.  Taylor  and  William  H. 
Skentdbury. 

In  IQ14  an  addition  was  built  to  the  church  which  gives  a  parlor,  Sun- 
day-school rooms,  social  rooms,  dining  room  and  kitchen.  The  arrbitectnrc 
is  of  the  New  England  style  and  cost  approximately  $8,000.  The  present 
nKniticr^hii^  totals  ninety-seven.  In  addition  to  the  regular  services  the 
church  also  support «  a  Snndav  school,  ("h^^lian  Endeavor,  Ladies*  Mis- 
sionarj'  Society  and  Guild  and  tlie  latest  activities  to  be  added  to  the  church 
are  the  Boy  Scouts. 

SAHANAC  FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

The  Congr^ational  church  of  Saranac  was  organized  in  the  autumn  of 
1871,  in  the  edifice  owned  by  the  Baptist  society,  by  Rev.  D.  L.  Eaton,  of 
liOwell.  The  organizing  members  included  E.  J.  Turner  and  wife.  Nelson 
Pratt  and  wife,  J.  N.  Barbour  and  wife,  Mrs.  A.  Houghton,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Young,  Mrs.  Los  R.  lones,  Mrs.  A.  O.  Wadsworth,  Mr-  S  Smith,  J.  W. 
Lindsay  and  wife,  E,  A.  Richards  and  wife  and  Mrs.«D.  M.  Hnntley.  Mem- 
bership was  at  once  sotight  with  the  Grand  River  association  and  Mr.  Katon 
engaged  as  pastnr,  He  preached  two  years  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  S.  E. 
Bnsser,  who  remained  two  \ears  and  was  succeeded  bv  Rev.  S.  E.  Shaw, 
.  who  was  in  charge  nearly  three  years.  Then  came  Rev.  James  .\  McKay. 
The  Sundav  school  wa-  ory,aiii/ed  in  1872,  in  which  year  a  Imnse  (■f  wor- 
ship was  luiilt.  services  having  been  held  up  to  that  time  in  the  15ai>tist 
church.  The  school  was  m  charge  of  E.  A,  Richards,  who  was  assisted  by  a 
corps  of  seven  teachers. 

The  church  passed  through  a  varied  experience  and  in  the  course  thereo  t 
has  Ijecn  called  upon  to  struggle  against  adverse  circumstances  that  sorely 
weakened  it  and  threatened  dissolution.  The  difficulties,  however,  were 
bravely  met  and  surmounted  and  latterly  there  has  been  a  steady  and  pros- 
perous growth.  The  ministers  who  have  served  the  church  since  Reverend 
McKay  are:  J.  A.  Watts,  J.  O.  S.  Worden.  William  Lindsey,  William. 
DePug,  G.  A.  Wain,  W.  A.  Flint,  T.  G.  Baxter,  A.  Choates,  H.  C.  Snyder, 
J,  E.  Teilford,  H.  J.  Barnes,  F.  P.  Sprague,  J.  A.  Btishneli.  R.  N.  Pool, 
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K.  L.  Wiitz  and  E.  Wooley.   The  church  has  a  membership  at  present  of 
thirty-five,  with  an  active  Sunday  school. 

CLARKSVILLE  COUGR£GATIONAL  CHURCH. 

The  Congregational  church  of  Clarksville  was  organized  on  January  7, 

1894,  with  sixty-six  charter  members.  The  time  haf!  becoTiie  ripe  for  the 
ory;anizHtirjii  of  a  Conc^rcisrational  church  in  this  x  illage  and  it  became  strong^ 
from  the  Stan.  The  nrst  service?  wt-re  held  111  Scovilk-  hall,  hut  it  wns  only 
a  short  tune  until  ]ilans  were  nu  foot  for  a  new  hnildin.ij.  This  was  soon 
rushed  through  ;uul  on  Uecemi)er  23.  1894.  it  was  dedicated  tu  the  wurj.liip 
of  God.  Rev.  J.  W.  Arney  was  the  first  pastor  and  was  instrumental  in 
placing  the  church  on  a  firm  basis. 

The  list  of  pastors  who  have  served  the  church  up  to  the  present  time 
is  as  follow:  D.  S.  Arnold,  J.  B.  LuUy,  William  H.  Flint,  C.  J.  Taylor, 
J.  VV.  Stacey,  R.  ,W.  Bush,  C.  W.  Qemo,  Charles  Carrick,  VV.  Parker, 
Reverend  Baker,  Reverend  Adler  and  E.  Woolley.  This  congregation  has 
experienced  l)Oth  prosperity  and  reverses,  and  at  present  is  in  a  fairly  good 
condition.   The  membership  at  present  numbers  thirty-five  persons. 

JIELDING  FIRST  CONUREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

» 

The  First  Congregational  church  of  Belding  was  organized  on  Decem- 
ber 27,  i8q2.  There  were  forty-three  members  in  the  class  which  organized 
this  society  and  which  made  up  the  charter  members.  The  first  officers  of 
the  church  were:  Walter  J.  Hills,  clerk;  William  E.  Fisher,  treasurer;. 
Charles  W.  Putney  and  C.  G.  Ijoase,  deacons;  Robert  M.  Wilson,  D.  E. 
Wilson,  H.  I«  VanBenschoten,  W.  J.  Hills  and  C.  W.  Crosby,  trustees; 
Nancy  /.  McLaughlin,  superintendent  of  Sunday  school;  W.  J.  Hills,  assist- 
ant superintendent.  The  church  hm'Iding  was  erected  at  the  comer  of  Wash- 
in^on  and  Pearl  streets  This  was  a  frame  structure  thirty-six  hy  seventy- 
eight  feet  arjd  althouLih  this  huildinjj  is  still  serving  tlie  church  it  has  }>een 
greatly  improved  hy  the  installation  of  a  $3,500  pipe  organ  and  the  interior 
of  the  church  has  been  reiuodeleil  and  redecorated.  The  congregation  has 
al60  erected  a  l;eaiitifnl  jjar.sonuge.  Tiie  entire  church  properly  is  now 
valued  at  $12,000. 

lliis  church  and  society  was  formerly  the  Christian  church  and  estab- 
lished in  J879.  The  first  pastor  of  the  latter  church  was  Rev.  E.'  Mudge. 
who  was  followed  by  Rev.  D.  E.  Millard.  This  liecame  the  Congregational 
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church  in  1892.  and  all  of  the  members  or  the  Christian  lH)dy  voted  to  make 
the  chang'e.  Aiiu)iit''  the  Mrst  deacons  «»l  the  Chrisiian  chiircli  were  (leorge 
A.  I'hillipb,  Richard  aiul  E.  S.  Jenkiiis,  and  it  numbered  among  its 

early  pastors  Rev.  \\  liluuii  lUiell  and  Rev.  VV.  D.  Clark. 

The  tirst  pastor  to  swerve  this  congregation  as  the  Congregational  society 
was  Charles  I.  Deyo,  who  served  from  1892  to  1895.  pastors  who 

have  followed  Reverend  Deyo  are  as  follow :  B.  V.  Childs,  1895-98 ;  John 
}.  St«ley,  1898-1902;  J.  E.  Butler,  1902-04;  Albert  Scerd,  1904-07;  N.  J. 
Myers,  1907-09;  Kdrie  Collins,  IQ09-13,  and  the  present  incumbent,  Allan 
J. 'Blair,  who  took  chaqs^e  of  the  congregation  in  1913.* 

This  congregation  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  has  at  present  a 
membership  of  ont  hundred  and  seven.    Tt  also  supports  a  well-organized 
Sunday  school  and  active  societies,  as  follow :   Christian  Endeavor,  Indies' ' 
Social  Circle,  Missionary  Society  and  Brotherhood. 

IONIA  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST. 

During  the  summer  of  1858  Elder  Isaac  Rrret.  who  was  at  that  time 
pastor  of  the  ("hiircli  of  Christ  at  Muir,  exchanged  pulpits  with  Elder  Lan- 
dis,  the  Presbyterian  pastor. 

In  the  fall  of  1858  Elder  Erret  held  a  protracted  meeting  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  He  preached  the  gospel  as  he  understood  it,  and  from  the 
old  Jerusalem  standpoint.  The  leaders  of  the  Presbyterian  church  became 
alarmed  at  what  they  considered  the  heresy  of  his  doctrine,  and  the  manifest 
disposition  in  some  of  their  best  members  to  accept  his  conclusions.  From 
that  church  came  as  charter  members  the  Powlisons,  the  Hosfords  and  Mrs. 
Marion  Bliss. 

Elder  Erret  preached  the  gospel  in  its  simplicity  and  purity,  Vith  free- 
dom from  m3rsticism  and  confusion,  so  that  a  wayfaring  man  could  imder- 
.  stand  the  way  of  salvation.  The  meeting  was  continued  in  Merritt's  hall, 
on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  Dean  &  Eyster's  grocery  store;  and  on  the 
24th  of  January,  1859,  the  Ionia  Church  of  Christ  wjas  organized  with  forty- 
three  members. 

Soon  after  the  organisation  of  the  chnrch  in  Nterritt's  hall,  they  occu- 
pied the  old  Episcopal  church,  now  used  for  a  chapel.  Brother  Erret  held 
Sunday  service  here  in  the  atternofin.  During  the  first  year,  in  Krret's 
absence.  Elder  Eli  Regal,  a  very  able  and  eloquent  man,  occupied  the  pulpit 
most  of  the  time.  Benjamin  Preston  was  one  of  the  first  elders,  and  did 
noble  work  in  the  care  of  the  church.    The  next  move  was  to  the  Baptist 
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church,  in  the  summer  of  1859 — ^the  old  one  which  was  moved  away  to 
give  place  to  the  present  building. 

During  the  years  of  Elder  Erret's  pastorate  the  attendance  never  fla^;ed ; 
houses  usually  filled  to  overflowing.  Besides  preaching  here,  he  held  meet- 
ings .in  £af ton,  in  the  Dildine,  Goodwin  and  Welch  school  houses,  as  well  as 
in  Orleans,  with  very  many  additions.  Late  in  1859  the  congregation  again 
moved,  this  time  to  Smith's  hall,  in  the  third  story  above  the  store  now 
occupied  by  Bert  l.ainpkin.  Unrin!:^  the  winter  of  iSqo-^r'i  Brother  l'>rct 
held  a  series  of  nieetint;-s  it^  iliiv  hall,  rfinarkal)le  1 1  tr  the  atletidance  and 
results.  In  i80u  thfv  nio\trd  into  Dye'',  hall,  the  room  now  oceupu'd  by 
Beattie's  shoe  store,  in  the  waiter  oi  1860-61  the  pastor  held  a  protracted 
meeting  in  this  hall,  which  was  largely  attended  and  fully  as  d^p  in  interest 
as  in  former  years,  as  was  the  meeting  the  following  year,  1861-62.  It  was 
in  this  hall  that  James  A.  Garfield  and  Harrison  Jones  were  heard. 

In  the  early  part  of  1863  Elder  -Erret's  labors  were  such  that  he  could 
not  remain  longer  as  a  pastor,  and  while  he  was  often  with  this  congregation 
for  a  \onga  or  a  shorter  time  he  gave  up  the  charge  of  the  church  to 
Brother  J.  B.  Crane  (deceased),  who  remained  a  year  and  was  succeeded  in 
1864  by  W.  B.  Hendrix  (deceased),  who  remained  two  years.  In  1864  they 
occupied  Amphlett's  hall,  over  the  present  Beattie  shoe  store.  It  was  in  this 
hall  that  Professor  Hinsdale,  of  TTiram  College,  held  a  series  of  meetings. 
In  i85f>  Bayard's  hall  was  used  tor  meeting-s  and  later  the  old  Methodist 
church.  \'A<kr  VV.  R.  Si>ind]er  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  church  in  June, 
1866,  and  remained  two  and  one-half  years.  In  the  year  1867  P^^''^ 
1868  the  church  occupied  Union  hall,  over  the  Stevenson  store.  As  early  as 
1864,  through  the  activity  of  Sister  Marion  Bliss  (now  Mrs.  Gnms^haw) 
and  Brother  Benjamin  Harter,  the  lots  were  purchased  on  which  tht  church 
now  stands.  In  the  continual  removals  the  members  were  hoping  and  plan- 
ning for  a  resting  place.  They  had  used  every  hall  and  church  in  the  town. 
.After  a  great  deal  of  personal  sacrifice  and  labor  the  society  was  able  to  so> 
far  complete  the  present  building  as  to  occupy  the  basement  in  1868. 

Elder  O.  Ebberts  •  commenced  his  labors  in  September,  1869,  and 
remained  one  year.  He  held  a  very  successful  meeting,'  with  over  one  hun> 
dred  additions.  Brother  L.  R.  Gault  (deceased)  came  to  Ionia  as  a  pastor 
in  Septeml^er,  1870,  and  remained  ^even  year??;  he  was  a  man  of  ability  and 
had  tl:e  gom]  will  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  It  was  (iurin>j  his 
administration  and  on  the  19th  of  January,  1873,  that  the  church  build- 
ing was  dedicated.  F^.rother  Isaac  Erret  was  present  and  preached  the  ser- 
mon on  this  occasion.    Elder  A.  S.  Hale  (deceased  j  succeeded  L.  R.  (iault 
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in  1877,  and  remained  two  and  one-half  years.  He  was  followed  by  Rider 
Kemp  (now  dead),  who  remained  until  September,  1882.  In  December, 
1882,  Elder  Knos  Campbell  was  settled  here.  He  was  the  ripest  Bible 
scholar  that  ever  came  to  this  church,  having  been  in  early  life  a  student 

iitifler  Thonms  and  Alexander  Caini>1)en.  and  their  contemporaries.  He 
removed  to  Al ;nncar-ol!<;.  where  he  rlie'1.  In  September.  18-^3.  IClder  R.  S. 
Groves  uieccaMil  i  \t>n\<  hi-  place  aixi  remained  until  Dcceniher,  1886. 

During  ih\>  pcioil  lnurtLen  years  ending  with  1887  the  church  lost 
some  of  its  valued  niemheri>  l>y  Ucaili,  with  some  im|)ortaiil*  adduions  from 
other  places,  among  them  J.  H.  Tiiljbs  and  family,  from  New  York;  the 
Henry  Hiibbell.  Henry  Cheeney  and  Ambrose  T^.  Smith  families,  from 
VVoodard  Lake;  Duncan  Robertson  and  G.  A.  Willet  having  come  earlier. 
During  the  early  part  of  1887  the  congregation  was  without  a  pastor.  Dur- 
ing this  period  I.  N.  Early,  of  Kentitcky,  preached  for  the  church  for  some 
two  months,  followed  by  Martin,  the  evangelist,  and  Moore,  of  New  Castle, 
Indiana. 

In  the  spring  of  1887  W.  H.  Scott  was  engaged  as  a  permanent  pastor 
and  remained  about  ten  years.  The  chin  ch  was  prosperous  during  those 
years.   Brother  Scott  was  very  popular  with  the  people  at  large,  and  had  the 

reptttation  of  ofnciatinjT;  at  more  fitnerals  and  weddings  than  any  other 
minister  in  the  cniint>-  During  this  period  two  verv  important  revival 
meetin?^  ^y(-rc-  licld.  i  he  first  with  Kvang:elist  F'arson?  in  1888-80.  and  the 
second  m  18^5.  heUi  by  J.  \'.  Uixlyke,  with  Brother  Kaston  as  singer.  The 
result  of  the  Updyke  meeting  was  the  addition  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  to 
the  church.  In  iSgi,  largely  through  the  eltort  of  Airs.  Eugene  Smith,  the 
pipe  organ  was  place<l  in  the  church,  at  a  cost  of  $1,800. 

After  the  Updyke  meeting  the  church  building  seemed  too  small  for  the 
congregation  and  an  addition  was  placed  on  the  west  side,  at  an  expense  of 
$2,565,  of  which  the  I^idies*  Aid  Society  contributed  $800.  Arthur  Hall 
superintended  the  erection  of  this  annex. 

After  the  resignation  of  Brother  Scott,  in  the  spring  of  1897,  the  church 
was  without  a  pastor  for  some  months.  During  the  interim  the  following 
preachers  occupied  the  j)ulpit:  H.  B.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  n  \\  of  Denver; 
A,  M.  Atkinson,  of  Wabash,  Indiana,  father  of  the  Ministerial  Relief  Society; 
Doctor  Clark,  of  Mt  Sterling,  Kentucky:  J  H.  Garrison,  Christian  evan- 
gelist, of  St.  Louis.  Missoilri;  Brother  Growden,  of  Clarksville.  Tennessee; 
F.  H.  Bagby.  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  F.  F.  Cook,  of  Nebraska.  In 
November,  1897,  G.  W.  Berry  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  chtirch  and 
remained  imtil  October,  1900.   In  Januarjv  1899,  D.  R.  Lucas,  oi  Indiana- 
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poHs,  then  national  chaplain  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  RepuUic,  held  a 
three-weeks  meeting.  In  1900,  after  G.  K.  Berry  left,  the  pulpit  was  filled, 
in  October,  by  Brother  Orcutt,  of  Jndianapolis;  Brown,  of  Milwaukee,  and 
M(  Neal.  of  Ohio.  A.  II  Griffith  was  installed  as  pastor  in  November,  1900, 
and  reniaincfl  until  March,  iqoj. 

In  Dectinber,  njoi,  the  VVilsoti  and  Huston  mtctuig  was  held.  In  tlie 
interim  l)etween  pastorates  in  iqoj,  [Jrctiit^r^  Ivose,  oi  Imhana;  Renshaw 
and  Crossrield,  of  Kentucky,  and  Muckley,  or  Missouri,  filled  the  pulpit.  In 
September,  i90£,  W.  B.  Taylor,  of  Chicago,  tamt  and  remained  until  the 
last  of  August,  1905.  resigning  to  take  a  professorship  in  Bethany  CToUege, 
West  Virginia,  (n  the  fall  of  1905  the  congregation  was  accorded  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  Frank  Taylor,  as  well  as  Brother  Jordan,  of  Rodcford, 
Illinois;  Keed,  of  Spencer,  Indiana;  Kindred,  of  Chicago,  and  Purdy,  of 
Coates  Grove,  Michigan.  Rev.  G.  W.  Moore  took  control  in  January,  1906. 
and  served  until  October  15,  191 1.  George  A.  Reinhart  came  the  second 
Lord's  day  in  May,  1912.  and  remained  until  Deceni1>er  31,  of  the  same  year. 
R.  B.  Chapman  accepted  this  charge  the  last  Sunday  in  August,  191 3,  and 
is  still  laboring  in  the  interests  of  this  congregation. 

BtXDlWG  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST. 

The  Church  of  Christ  Society  at  Belding  was  organized  on  August  15, 
1903,  and  incoqjorated  on  December  19,  of  the  same  year.  There  were 
twenty-six  members  in  the  class  which  organized  this  church  and  are  respon- 
sible for  the  building  which  was  erected  at  the  comer  of  Bridge  and  Center 
streets.  This  was  a  frame  structure  which  was  begtm  Octol)er  i,  1903,  and 
opened  for  services  on  April  i,  of  the  following  year,  although  it  was  not 
dedicated  until  April  24.  The  first  pastor  was  W.  H.  Kindred,  who  served 
from  July  12.  1003,  to  June  i,  1904.  The  pastors  who  have  served  the 
congregation  sukc  lliat  time  are:  F.  J.  Porter,  June  26.  1904,  to  July,  IQ05; 
J.  C.  Mee*:e.  July  t,  n)»>5,  to  Septeml)er.  1907;  O.  \V.  Winter.  October  6, 
1907,  to  January  1910:  J.  L.  Bussing,  January  24,  1910,  to  October  13, 
191 1 ;  Mr.s.  A.  L.  Benedict,  Octol)er  27,  191 1,  to  December  7,  1913,  and  the 
present  pastor,  Charles  M.  Pease,  who  began  his  p<iStorate  on  March  i,  1914. 

Tn  the  <(ummer  of  191 4  the  church  building  was  remodeled  and  redex> 
orated  and  an  addition  was  also  Iniilt  to  the  rear  of  the  church,  which  was 
converted  into  a  kitchen.  The  church  is  growing  ami  it  can  truly  be  said 
that  it  has  always  ))een  a  flourishing  congregation  witfi  a  membership  at 
present  of  one  himdred  and  twenty.   An  active  Sunday  school  of  over  one 
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hundred  and  sixty  members,  a  growing  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  and  a 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  are  auxiliaries  of  the  church. 

MUIR  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST. 

The  Mnir  Chiircli  of  Christ,  or  DisciijU^  ui  Christ,  was  orgauizeti  on 
September  7,  1856.  Ihe  loUowing  weie  the  charter  members  of  this  con- 
gregation: A.  L.  Soule.  Sophia  M.  Soulc,  Isaac  Errett,  Harriet  Errett, 
K.  L.  Robinson,  Hannah  M.  Robinson,  A.  6.  Robinson,  Annette  Soule,  Julia 
L.  Soule,  A.  L.  Soule,  Jr.,  Julius  M.  Soule,  Clara  M.  Evercstt  (now  Mrs. 
Spauldtng),  Frederick  Everestt,  J^y  Baker,  Sarah  Baker,  Sarah  Jane  Mc- 
Kelvey,  Ej^raim  Hatfield,  Mary  HatAekl,  Solonion  Slanker,  Hannah  Slan- 
ker,  John  Uttle,  Loma  little,  Catliarine  Little  and  Isaac  Moore. 

The  church  bnildlng  is  located  on  Garden  street,  in  Mnir,  and  was 
erected  in  1861  and  1862,  at  a  co«5t  of  $3,215.06.  Rev.  Isaac  Erret  was  the 
first  pastor,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Isaac  A.  Wilcox,  O.  Ebert,  J.  Lagrange, 
M.  P.  Hayden.  G.  J.  H,  \.  Palister,  D  C  Hansehnan,  R.  M  Ams- 

worth.  Tohn  A.  Brenemliihi.  William  Ward,  Nf.  L.  Sims,  A  N.  Cooper,  H. 
N.  Stephenson.  Sterhng  G.  Rothermel,  F  A.  Shape,  and  C.  M.  Keene,  who 
is  the  present  pastor. 

Tn  IQ16  this  church  has  a  membership  of  eiglity-hve.  They  have  a 
Ladies'  Ajd  Society,  a  live  Sunday  school  and  a  Bible  study  class  for 
teachers. 

LAKE  ODESSA  UNITED  BRETHREN  CHURCH. 

1 

In  1866  Rev.  Michael  Morthland  organized  a  United  Brethren  class  in 
ihe  school  house  on  section  29,  Odessa  township,  and  received  the  following 
members:  Ephraim  Bretz.  Philip  Wachs  and  wife,  Thomas  Cooley  and 
wife,  Isaac  Mower  and  wife.   The  class  leader  was  Isaac  Mower,  and  the 

first  preacher  was  ^Tr.  Morthland,  who  held  services  once  a  fortaight. 
Besides  Mr.  Morthland,  the  pastors  of  the  church  ha\  c  been  Revs.  S.  Fergu- 
son. G.  W.  Fast,  C.  S.  Lake,  W.  T.  Baldwin,  James  Carter,  P.  H.  Mower, 
D.  H.  Shellev,  W.  r>uryea  and  W.  N.  Rreidenstein,  The  class-leaders  have 
been  Lsaac  Mower.  Henry  Bever,  Richard  Baker  and  Solomon  Fog-ht.  In 
1873  the  society  built  a  neat  church  edihce  on  section  29,  at  a  cost  of  $2,400. 

The  Lake  Odessa  United  Brethren  church  was  organized  in  1892  with 
the  following  charter  members :   P.  A.  Wachs  and  wife,  Lulu  ^^(sudle^s,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Abel  Byrester,  Julia  Bvrester,  Christopher  M.  Ermstberger,  Henry 
(27) 
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Root  and  wife,  Henry  Curtis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bowers,  Mr.  and  Mrs 
James  Bell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orris  Cooley,  Henry  Bowers,  Pauline  Shumway 
Rosa  Watkins,  Jacob  Beard,  Hannah  Rush.  Dora  Baxton  and  £.  M.  Rob- 
erts. 

This  church  is  the  outgrowth  ot  two  societies  known  as  the  Myers 
Meeting  House  of  the  United  Brethren  in  (  hrist,  which  was  or^i^anized  in 
1851.  This  congregation  built  a  frame  l>iulfhn,<j  and  dedicated  tlie  ^aivie  on 
November  12,  1854,  with  Jacob  (iarhcr  otticiatiiig.  Tlic  otiier  s(H-iet\'  was 
the  West  Odessa,  the  history  of  which  was  given  in  the  opening  paragraph. 
J  allies  Nixon  was  the  first  minister  at  the  Myers  meeting  house,  while  J.  W. 
Myers  officiated  first  at  the  Lake  Odessa  diurdi. 

The  ministers  who  have  served  the  Lake  Odessa  congregation  since  its 
organization  are  B.  H.  Mowers,  J.  Lw  Lakes,  L.  A.  Durber,  M.  F.  Scanten, 
W.  D.  Statton,  H.  J.  Green,  I.  L  Bickndl,  Eli  Good,  O.  L.  Mease,  E.  B. 
Yost,  J.  A.  Davis  and  J.  E.  Eklwards,  the  present  pastor.  The  church 
building  is  located  at  the  comer  of  Main  and  Fourth  streets.  Lake  Odessa, 
and  was  constructed  in  1S95  at  a  cost  of  $3,200.  The  past  year  has  been 
one  of  the  best  since  its  organization.  There  were  sixty-six  conversions, 
which  raised  the  total  meml>ership  to  one  htindred  and  thirty  twf).  .Active 
auxiharies  <>i  the  church  are  the  Sunday  school.  Junior  Society,  and  Young 
Peoples  ChiLstian  Endeavor. 

MATHERTON  UNIT1U>  BRETHREN  CHURCH. 

The  Matherton  class  of  the  United  Brethren  church  was  organized  first 
on  January  8,  1857,  as  a  point  in  the  Gratiot  mission.  At  this  early  organi- 
zation H.  W.  Marsh  was  leader;  W.  H.  Stone,  pastor,  and  C  B.  Patterson, 

steward.  The  organizing  members  were  H.  \V.  Marsh,  C.  P.  Patterson, 
Susan  Stone,  VV.  H.  Stone,  Garry  C.  Fox,  Cynthia  Fox,  Sophia  A.  Panne- 
lee,  Chester  Warner,  Laura  P.  Marsh,  Amanda  Satterlee  and  Susan  John- 
son. 

In  1870  this  society  was  reorganized  as  a  separate  charge  and  the  fol- 
lowni.^;  were  among  the  organizers :  N.  P.  Johnson,  S.  Sefsion,  P.  Dommy, 
S.  Dommy,  N.  Whitman.  Mary  Jessup,  A.  Jessup.  J.  Bennett,  Ed  Jessup, 
Jane  E.  Haight,  William  Stewart,  E.  Stewart,  H.  Fob,  Mary  Hopkins,  P. 
Mills,  M.  A.  Millis,  L.  Loomis,  O.  Loomis,  J.  B.  Coons,  W.  Baldwin,  R. 
Baldwin,  L.  Leonard,  William  Campbell,  William  Leonard.  C.  Clark  and  M. 
Claik.  P.  M.  Crips  was  the  first  pastor  to  serve  this  congregation.  He  was 
followed  by  Revs.  Watson,  Bowles.  Babbitt,  Rymcrs,  G.  A.  Bowles,  D.  C. 
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Fleming.  Miller.  1..  A.  Kendall.  I  ..  Sitaklins.  F.  Lanning,  G.  A   Bowles,  J. 
S.  Beers,  L.  Stevens,  A.  J.  Shultz,  B.  I.  Kinn\  and  E.  VV.  Dettweiler. 

The  present  building  was  erected  at  the  time  the  second  society  was 
or^pamized,  in  1879.  It  is  a  frame  structure  and  was  completed  at  a  cost  of 
$T,ooa  This  congre^;ation  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  the  present  time 
and  has  an  active  menihership  of  sixty-four. 

IONIA  EVANGEUCAL  CHURCH. 

The  Ionia  Evangehcal  church  was  formed  in  1859  by  Rev.  Mr  Krieger, 
with  twenty  members,  and  a  church  was  built  on  Washington  street  in  1866. 
in  the  citv  of  Ionia.  It  is  a  lamentaWe  fact  that  the  early  records  concern- 
ing the  organizatinn  of  this  church  have  been  lost,  ai5d  it  is  inipossible  to 
gather  a  great  aniuunt  ut  the  early  history.  In  1809  L.  llcnne  took  charge 
ui  Uiib  congregation,  'i'he  church  was  onL;inally  exclusively  German,  hni  it 
has  automaticallv  become  h^nglish,  and  the  sermons  are  now  preached  ui  the 
Lugiish  language.  I  he  ministers  who  have  served  this  congregation  since 
Keverciid  Herme,  are  W.  Ricmke,  F.  Sweitzcr,  J.  G.  Haller,  C.  Udc,  F. 
Mueller,  B.  Bittner,  F.  Kliunp,  H.  Schneider,  C.  C.  Webber,  C.  C.  StaflFeld, 
George  Koehler,  E.  G.  Frye,  W.  B.  Currier,  J.  R.  Niergarth,  D.  C.  Ostroth, 
C.  N.  Lymun,  and  the  present  incumbent,  C.  F.  Giese. 

This  congregation  is  the  only  one  of  the  Evangelical  denomination  in 
Ionia  county.  It  has  received  excellent  support  from  the  members  in  this 
county  and  has  experienced  a  prosperous  growth.  The  present  church  build- 
ing was  erected  in  1885,  at  a  cost  of  $8,000.  It  is  constructed  of  brick  and 
is  located*  on  Washington  street,  between  Third  and  Denter  streets.  The 
membership  numbers  one  hundred  and  fifty  at  the  present  time.  This  con- 
gregation also  supports  a  strong  Sunday  school.  Young  Peoples'  Alliance, 
Junior  Alliance,  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  Evangelical  Brotherhood. 

lONlA  GERMAN  EVANGEUCAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH.  . 

St.  John's  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  of  Ionia  was  organized 
late  in  the  sixties  of  the  last  century.  Its  early  history  is  not  unlike  many 
congregations  of  those  times.  Faithful  perseverance  in  a  devoted  cause  over- 
came seemingly  insurmotmtaUe  obstacles  and  finally  was  crowned  with  well- 
earned  success.  • 

F.  Niethammer,  J.  Her,  M.  Moll,  H.  Bauer  and  J.  Bundenthal  are 
names  of  Lutheran  church  pioneers  that  the  records  show  to  have  been. 
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active  in  looking  to  the  welfare  of  the  small  band  in  those  early  days  of  toil 
and  struggle  when  divine  services  were  held  subject  to  short  notice  in  dwell- 
ings or  any  available  assembly  place.  Though  their  names  occupy  but 
small  space  in  the  records,  they  are  written  large  in  the  hearts  of  grateful 
parishioners;  though  now  passed  to  their  eternal  reward  they  are  not  for- 
gotten but  often  mentioned  when  the  early  days  of  joys  and  sorrows  are 
reviewed  in  fond  remembrance.  For  a  time  the  congregation  worshipped 
in  Firemen's  hall,  (hat  old  landmark  which  formerly  occupied  the  site  of  the 
present  city  hall.  The  cont'reg'ation  erecte<l  its  own  church  building-  on 
North  Jelterson  street  and  dedicated  ir  on  the  7th  of  Novemtx^r.  i8<S5  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fred  Hass,  Sr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karl  Holtz,  Mrs.  C.  Giermann.  Mr. 
and  Airs.  William  Wodrich  and  Karl  Krucger  still  take  an  active  interest  in 
the  diurch  that  they  helped  build  Rev.  Herman  Speckhard  was  the  first 
resident  pastor,  taking  charge  in  1885. 

In  conqiliance  with  one  of  the  plain  commands  of  God  to  parents  to 
bring  up  their  diildren  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  a  paro- 
chial school  was  organized  with  ^t  object  in  view  at  the  earliest  opportun- 
ity. The  Lutheran  church  lays  particular  stress  upon  the  educaticoi  of  its 
children,  even  to  the  extent  of  obligating  its  pastors  to  take  charge  of  the 
instruction  of  children  in  a  (Christian  school  in  case  the  congregation  be 
unable  to  fully  equip  the  school.  A  suitable  parish  school  house  was  pro- 
vided in  and  since  1889  the  school  has  been  in  charge  of  trraduaics  of 
the  Lutheran  Teachers'  Seminar\^  of  Addison,  Illinois,  able  men  who  make 
teaching  their  life  vocation.  Ixonard  Ap|x>ld,  O.  L'hich,  Hugo  Meyer, 
O.  L.  Wissbeck,  R.  A.  Siegel  and  A.  C.  F.  Winges  have  succes^vdy  con- 
ducted the  school,  which  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Rev.  B.  Henry  Succop,  the  present  pastor,  was  installed  in  October, 
1894.  His  parish  numbers  one  hundred  and  fifty  families,  three  hundred 
communicants,  the  school  has  an  enrollment  of  over  ftfty  pupils.  Ladies', 
young  people's  societies  and  other  auxiliaries  are  actively  engaged  in  their 
respective  fields. 

The  ccHigregation  is  closely  affiliated  with  the  Missouri  Synod  of  the 

T.utheran  church,  which  was  founded  in  ChicajTO  in  1847.  when  sixteen  con- 
j^re.t^ations  and  twentv-two  pastors  effected  an  ori^anization  in  strict  con- 
formity with  God's  word,  as  explained  in  the  Lutheran  Confessions-  all 
articles  of  faith  to  be  'decided  by  the  Rible  alone,  all  other  matters  to  ix; 
decided  in  Christian  liberty  and  charity.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  foun<i- 
ers  to  lay  down  these  rules  for  their  own  guidance.   Tn  spite  of  predicted 
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early  failure  the  Missouri  Synod  has  experienced  a  remarkable  increase, 
standing  loday  as  the  largest  of  the  nnmerons  Lutheran  church  bodies  in 
territory  as  well  as  in  numbers  of  coi^regations.  commiuiicants  and  pastors. 
The  Missouri  Synod  attributes  its  wonder f til  success  solely  to  the  grace  of 
God»  by  virtue  of  whidi  it  was  able  to  maintain  unswerving  fidelity  to  sound 
Lutheran  doctrine  and  practice  so  plainly  enunciated  in  the  Lutheran  Con- 
fessions,  foremost  among  which  stands  the  Augsburg  Confusion  of  1530, 
the  first  public  document  on  record  to  formulate  that  tenet,  so  highly  import- 
ant in  the  United  States :   A  free  church  in  a  free  land/' 

PORTLAND  Si£VENTU-DAV  ADVENTIST  CHURCH. 

The  Seventh-Day  Adventist  church  at  Portland  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
old  Seventh-Day  Adventist  church  in  Orange.  The  Orange  church  was 
organized  by  Elder  Josq)h  Bates  on  June  21,  1862,  at  the  residents  of 
Franklin  House,  in  school  district  No.  l,  in  the  township  of  Orange.  There 
were  twelve  charter  members,  as  follow :  Franklin  House,  Rhoda  House, 
Elsie  House.  Clarinda  House,  Adaiinc  House,  Joseph  Kellog-g:,  Elizabeth 
Kellogg,  Justus  Monslnint,  C^atharine  ( Aloushimt)  Wilkinson.  F.van  M. 
Davis.  William  A.  Spencer  and  Harriet  K.  Sy>cncer.  The  members  met 
together  the  nt  \r  June  jj.  in  the  Pierce  school  house  for  the  election  of 
officers.  l*rani<lui  House  wa.s  tlected  anci  urdauietl  elder.  Evan  M.  Davis 
was  elected  clerk.  By  the  end  of  the  iirst  year  the  membership  was  twenty- 
two.  The  meetings  were  held  for  about  thirty-five  years  in  the  Pierce 
school  house. 

The  members  became  widely  scattered,  so  in  a  few  years  they  were 
divided  into  several  companies,  which  met  separately  for  the  weekly  meet- 
ings. These  companies  held  meetings  at  Lake  Odessa,  at  the  Traverse 
school  hou.se  in  Sebewa,  in  Portland,  and  in  Orange.  Once  in  three  months 
the  companies  all  met  together  for  quarterly  meetint^  Tn  the  year  1898,  as 
the  majority  of  the  members  lived  in  and  near  Portland,  the  advisability  of 
changing  the  name  of  the  church  from  ( )rangc  to  f'ortland  was  discussed. 
At  this  time  tlie  membership  was  over  fifty.  Ai  the  West  Michigan  confer- 
ence held  at  (H^egn  in  Tannarv,  1006.  the  necessarv  stei)s  for  the  change  in 
name  \^  ere  taken  and  the-  name  became  Portland  Seventh-Day  Adventist 
church.    It  retains  the  same  name  today. 

For  a  few  years  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  Universalist  church  build< 
ing  at  Portland.  This  building  was  torn  down  in  the  summer  of  191 5.  A 
church  school,  consisting  of  the  first  eight  grades,  was  conducted  the 
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organization  for  two  years,  1906  to  1908.  In  the  last  few  years  a  large 
number  of  the  members  have  moved  to  other  localities  and  have  joined 
churches  near  them.  The  present  membership  is  fourteen.  The  meetings 
are  held  in  a  room  in  the  Webber  bank  bttilding.  A  Sabbath  school  has  been 
ccmducted  weekly  ever  since  the  date  of  organization.  For  a  number  of 
years  a  Young  People's  So(  iet>  was  also  held.  The  elders  up  to  the  present 
time  are:  Franklin  Hou>e,  Xicholas  Outwater,  Adolph  Schaupp,  W.  D. 
Lakin,  Otis  Palmiter  and  Hugh  Peake. 

DUNKARD  CHURCHES  IN  IONIA  COUNTY. 

The  First  Brethren,  or  Dunkard,  church  was  organized  at  Swartzenan, 
Germany,  in  the  year  1708,  with  eight  charter  members.  Soon  after  their 
ot^ianization  persecution  became  so  severe  that  in  1719  a  greater  part  of 
them  emigrated  to  Germantown,  near  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
this  free  countr}'  they  flourished  and  improved  and  spread  fast  and  in  a  short 
time  they  had  churches  in  mr^nv  jiarts.  In  order  Kj  be  comprehensive  it  is 
necessary  to  state  that  the  Brethren  church  (hke  many  others)  had  their 
troubles,  and  in  1882.  at  their  annual  conference  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  came  the 
uncalled  tor  inimicil  division  and  since  that  time  there  are  diree  Brethren 
churches,  named  as  follow:  Old  Brethren,  Conservative  Brethren  and  Pro- 
gressive Brethren,  but  at  the  time  of  the  first  oi^fanization  here  all  were 
Brethren. 

The  first  cMganization  in  Ionia  county  was  in  the  year  1867,  first  char- 
ter members,  eighteen:  first  minister,  Darvin  M.  Wood;  first  church  built 
about  1870,  which  is  still  standing,  made  of  cherry  plank;  the  structure  is 
worth  $400.  From  this  organization  two  more  chunrhes  sprung  up~-one  is 
called  Thorn  Apj^e,  the  other  Flmdale.  The  original  church,  located  in 
section  34,  has  a  meinbership  of  one  htindred  eleven  and  church  property 
valued  at  $400,  in  the  name  old  Brethren.    They  have  no  Sunday  school. 

The  Conservative  Brethren  have  two  church  hf)uses,  lK>th  frame  build- 
ings, valued  at  about  ^,000  each,  the  present  elder  of  the  Thorn  Apple 
district  is  I  'eter  B.  Mesner,  membership  of  about  thirty-seven. 

The  Conservative  Brethren  church  at  Elmdale  is  a  frame  structure, 
value  about  $2,000:  Mr.  Deardorf  is  the  elder,  with  a  membership  of  some 
fifty.  They  haVe  a  Sunday  school 

The  Progressive  Brethren  church  is  just  eighty  rods  west  of  the  Old 
Brethren  church  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  in  Barry  county,  but  a  good 
majority  of  the  members  live  in  Ionia  county.  They  have  about  one  hun- 
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dred  members  and  have  an  average  attendance  at  Sunday  school  of  about 
fifty.  The  church  property  is  valued  at  about  $i,6oo.  C.  C  Grisso  is  the 
present  pastor  and  elder. 

UNION  CHURCH  OF  NORTH  PLAINS  AND  RONALD  TOWNSHIPS. 

This  oigani/atiou  supports  a  church  in  which  any  evaiiti^elical  dfuomina- 
lion  may  liuld  s(t\  h  es  at  any  time  it  is  not  in  actual  use  by  Hiiother — funerals 
being  given  preceucnce. 

it  is  controlled  by  five  trustees,  who  must  be  not  all  of  one  denomtna< 
tion.  They  have  an  excellent  building  on  the  east  side  of  Ronald  township, 
with  ample  she<ls  for  shelter  of  conveyances  around  three  sides  of  the 
grounds,  it  was  organized  in  1877.  judge  Brown  gave  the  ground  and 
Hiram  M.  Brown  headed  a  subscription  list  for  a  fund  to  build  and  equip 
the  church,  and  he  and  James  F.  Dalzell  circulated  the  list  A  very  large 
number  contributed  generously,  some  at  considerable  sacrifice,  many  of 
them  not  prott  h^ed  Christians,  either. 

The  cliurcli  h:i<  )>een  iifed  In'  various  fleTiominations,  nmv  chiefly  by  the 
Mrthndists  and  the  Disciples,  and  has  never  suttered  any  serious  dashes  nor 
divisions. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 


THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Lincoln  came  to  the  Ionia  settlement  with  the  Dejtter  colony 
in  1S33  and  was  the  lirst  physician  known  to  Ionia  county.   Remaining  the 

onlv  one  for  several  vears  he  came  to  In*  known  far  and  wide,  for  he  was 
called  to  almost  evcrv  portioTi  o!  the  cuuntrv.  and  rode  over  a  circnit  so 
i)n)ad  that  his  lime  mainly  passed' in  the  saddle  an<l  the  demands  tor  his 
services  were  so  continuous  and  urgent  that  day  and  night  saw  him  almost 
constantly  upon  the  go. 

The  next  physician  to  occupy  the  local  field  was  Dr.  Alanson  Cornell,  ' 
who  came  to  the  town  in  1838,  and  in  connection  with  his  medical  practice 
carried  on  a  drug  store.  He  remained  in  continuous  practice  from  the  date 
of  his  arrival,  in  1S38,  to  the  date  of  his  death,  in  1873.  Next  after  Doctor 
Cornell  came  Dr.  Norton  Beckwith  (first  a  settler  in  Lyons  township),  who 
joined  with  Doctor  Richardson  in  practicing  medicine  in  Ionia.  Doctors 
came  in  pretty  rapidly  after  that,  and  many  of  those  who  came  did  not 
remain  long  enough  to  call  for  a  place  in  current  history  Mention  may  be 
made  of  Doctors  V/ilHam?  D.  W.  Bliss,  Avery.  Zenas  Bliss,  T\per,  H.  B. 
Barnes,  W'.  B.  Thomas,  .S.  M.  Bayard,  T.  B.  Benedict,  Frederick  Gundrum, 
Albert  Core}-,  Unjnias  R  (lanncy.  ().  R.  Long,  Allen  Lodge  and  Little. 

The  physicians  later  in  practice  in  Ionia  August,  1880),  were  Thomas 
&  Logan,  O,  H.  Hammond,  Fuller,  Bailey,  W.  B.  Barnes,  S.  V.  Romig,  and 
Best,  all  of  the  allopathic  school:  Allen,  Jjong  and  Ford,  homeopaths;  Tre- 
mayne.  Bayard  and  JosUn,  eclectics.  Those  longest  in  practice  in  Ionia 
were  W.  B.  Barnes  and  S.  M.  Bayard,  both  of  whom  came  in  1861. 

About  the  year  1842  a  Doctor  Rose,  known  as  a  Thompsonian,  made  a 
location  at  Saranac,  and  practicing  upon  the  neighboring  inhabitants  with 
feeUe  success  until  1845.  withdrew  to  more  promising  fields.  Upon  the 
heels  of  his  departure  cnme  Doctor  Taylor,  an  eclectic,  who  remained  three 
or  foitr  years.  After  him  there  was  a  blank  in  local  medical  history  trntil 
1849,  when  Drs.  John  Brandt  and  Cyrcnus  Kelscy  occaipied  the  field.  Kei- 
sey  left  for  California  in  1850  and  Brandt  for  luilcnovvn  regions  in  185^. 
From  1852  until  1855  there  was  no  resident  physician. 
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In  1855  Dr.  Wilbur  I'i.sher  oi^ened  aii  office  and  after  practicing  until 
185S  removed  to  a  place  a  mile  and  one-half  east  from  the  village,  where  he 
died.  Doctor  Pompery  was  here  about  1855  and  removing  after  a  short 
stay,  returned  in  1866  and  remained  until  his  death.  Dr.  H.  H.  Power,  the 
oldest  in  point  of  service  of  all  of  the  village  doctors,  had  been  in  Saranac 
since  1856.  William  Dowlman  followe<l  Doctor  Power  in  1863  and  moved 
away  al)out  1870.  Doctor  Kimberly  came  in  1863,  and  remained  until  1866. 
Besides  Doctor  Power,  allopath,  there  were  in  village  practice  Drs.  A.  P.  C. 
Jont-s  and  Dennis  Dreskell,  allo|)athfi;  .Doctor  Munch,  eclectic  and  Dr.  A. 
Gcsler,  homeopath. 

The  first  physician  to  venture  npon  a  residence  in  the  new  villag^e  of 
Orleans  was  Dr  S  C.  Lacey.  later  a  practitioner  at  Greenville.  The  village 
doctor  for  sornc  iniie  was  Dr.  E.  O.  Smith. 

The  first  resident  physician  in  Odessa  township.  Doctor  Kilj>atrick.  later 
of  Woodland,  rcinametl  for  some  time.  Also  Doctors  Cornell,  M.  Crane 
and  Horace  F.  Miner,  B.  E.  Hess  at  the  center  of  the  township,  and  R.  B. 
Rawson.  east  and  south  of  Bonanza. 

Dr.  William  Mather  came  to  the  village  of  Matherton  in  1849  and 
1)egan  practice  of  medicine.  Later  he  embarked  in  trade  at  Matherton  with 
his  brother,  Asaph. 

Doctor  Batrd.  who  was  practicing  in  Smyrna  in  1856,  was  succeeded 
in  1857  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Dolley,  who  practiced  at  the  village  for  some  time. 

OTHER  EARLY  PRACTITIONERS. 

About  1841  or  1842  Portland  village  received  its  first  resident  physi- 
cian in  the  person  of  Dr.  Moses  B.  Beers,  who  continued  after  that  to 
practice  in  the  village  uninterruptedly  imtil  1876,  when  he  moved  to  Hersey, 
in  Osceola  county,  and  there  died  in  1877.  Dr.  Charles  Singer  practiced 
from  1845  to  1847,  Doctor  Gillespie  about  the  same  time.  Dr.  F.  G. 
Lee  became  a  resident  and  practicing  physician  in  the  village  in  1848.  Doctor 
Root  entered  upon  practice  in  Michigan  in  1836  and  in  Portland  in  1855, 
until  186  T,  Among  other  early  physicians  in  Portland  may  also  be  men- 
tioned C.  A.  Peters  and  John  K.  Smith  7_ater  were  Doctors  Lee,  Spencer, 
Willey,  Bellenbaugh,  Hugg,  AUen.  McDonald,  Massey,  Alton  and  Smith. 

Doctor  Typer  was  the  first  physician  in  Ronald  township.  He  came  in 
1858  and  later  was  ]x>stmaster. 

The  \'illagc  of  Lyons  received  its  first  resident  physician  in  i('^37.  when 
Dr.  John  Jewett  made  a  permanent  location  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and 
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Opened  an  ofKce  near  William  Hunt's  cabin.  Doctor  Jevvett  visited  the 
country  in  the  fall  of  1832,  in  conii>any  with  Samuel  Dexter,  who  was  then 
looking  for  a  land  location  for  hh  Herkimer  colony.  At  that  time  Doctor 
Jewett  stopped  awhile  at  William  Hunt's,  but  simply  in  the  character  of  a 
prospector.  Dr.  W.  Z.  Blanchard,  the  second  physician  in  the  village,  came 
first  in  1837,  to  look  about  him,  and  in  1838  for  a  permanent  residence. 
After  Doctor  Jewett  and  Blanchard.  came  Dr.  David  Kellcy,  in  1850  Dr. 
D.  C.  Spaukling,  in  1858;  Dr.  B.  M.  Hutchinson,  in  1867,  and  Dr.  W.  W. 
Walker,  at  a  later  date,  and  were  in  practice  in  the  village.  Among  the 
doctors  who  1ia\e  fiassed  over  the  village  practice  were  Dr.  William  M. 
Hngg,  from  J  850  to  1865;  Doctor  Gilbert,  in  1856,  and  Dr.  W.  Wilson, 
from  1857  to  1865. 

The  first  plnsicirin  in  I'evvauiu  wa^  Dr.  l-afa\etto  junos.  who  came  in 
1867,  and  renianieil  ualil  1876.  Meanwhile.  Dr.  VViliiaui  II.  Cfiaddock 
came  to  the  town  in  1868,  from  Clinton  county,  and  was  continuously  in 
practice  in  Pewamo.  Other  physicians  flitted  across  the  surface  of  local 
history,  but  tarried  only  briefly  and  left  scarcely  an  impression.  Among 
those  were  Doctors  Herman,  Outwater,  Ward.  May  and  Carpenter.  The 
physicians  besides  Doctor  Chaddock  in  practice  in  the  village  were  Drs. 
George  B.  Gregory  and  Dennis  Sunderlin. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Thomas,  later  of  Ionia,  was  the  first  resident  physician  at 
Muir,  and  practiced  from  1858  to  1859.  Subsequently  there  came  to  the 
place  a  nnmher  of  physician'?,  hut  none  remained  more  than  a  moderate 
lencfth  of  lime.  Among  them  were  Doctors  Lindslev,  Hollywood,  Halstead, 
Lane  and  Ives.   Other  village  doctors  were  B.  E.  Tcrrill  and      S.  Stevens. 

REGISTRATION. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  physicians  of  Ionia  county  as  Postered 
in  accordance  with  an  act  passed  by  the  Michigan  state  Legislature  and 
approved  on  September  23,  1899: 

Oscar  R.  Long,  February  22.  1900;  Ionia:  C.  S.  Cope,  March  9,  1900, 
Ionia;  E.  F.  Beckwith.  March  10,  1900,  Ionia;  John  j.  Defcndorf,  March 
17,  1900,  Ionia:  Frank  \V.  Rraley,  ^farch  21.  if)oo,  Saranac;  W.  W.  Flint, 
March  27.  1000,  ( 1arks\'illc ;  1  harlcs  E.  Bailcy.  March  29,  1900.  Orange; 
Jolin  T.  i->ird.  .Vpril  10.  ^Qoo,  Ionia;  Marian  Crane,  .Vpri!  14,  ig(JO,  Lake 
Odessa:  C.  (j.  Juhnson,  April  23,  iyoo,  S:iranac ;  Thomas  .-\lleri,  April 
25,  1900,  Ionia;  Harrison  H.  Power,  April  25,  1900,  Saranac;  David  H. 
Strahan,  April  26,  1900,  Pewamo;  W.  E.  Ogden,  April  30,  1900,  Lyons; 
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Michael  Sweeney,  Hubbardston ;  John  W.  Kiblinger,  Clarksville;  Williain 
L.  Barnes,  May  7,  1900,  Ionia;  Charles  N.  Snyder,  May  1900;  Clarence 
P.  Lathrop.  May  11,  1900,  fonia;  Edward  M.  Spauldin^.  May  14,  1900, 
Ionia;  Harriet  F.  SpauUting,  May  14,  i()00,  Ionia;  Frederick  M.  Johnson, 
May  16,  1900,  Muir;  O.  R.  Riiss,  May  19,  1900,  Lake  Odessa;  Henry  Tre^ 
mayne»  May  25,  1900,  Jonia:  Josiah  Black,  May  30.  1900,  Belding;  William 
Northrop,  June  12.  i9cx>,  Clarksville;  Israel  Ohlinger,  June  15.  K)oo,  Beld- 
ing; Benjamin  F.  Horner,  June  18,  1900,  Lake  Odessa;  A11)ert  E.  Gesler, 
June  25,  1900,  Saranac;  Geoi^e  A.  Stanton,  June  27,  1900,  Belding;  George 
W.  Snyder,  Jm^  20,  1900,  Sebewa ;  B\toii  E.  Hess,  June  28,  1900,  Clarks- 
ville; V'esta  C.  A.  Gesler.  ftily  to.  \')on,  Saranac:  Charles  C.  Diilenbaugh, 
July  II,  1900,  Portland;  Genr*je  D.  Allen.  Julv  11.  1900,  Portland;  Frank 
\V.  Martin,  July  n,  1000.  Portland;  T:)avi<l  ^.Icrhus^,  July  it,  iqoo,  Port- 
land; Robert  W.  Alton,  July  it,  1900,  1 N >rtiaii(.l ;  Alfred  B.  Pcnton,  July  ii, 
1900,  Smyrna;  Henry  Cook,  July  io,  n/x),  Pewamo;  Charles  T.  Bennett, 
June  22,  1900,  Detroit;  Theodore  R.  McDonald,  July  27.  1900,  Orleans; 
Harriet  M.  S.  Carbough,  July  27,  1900,  Portland:  Chester  Smith,  August  i, 

1900,  Portland;  James  E.  Ferguson,  August  15,  1900,  Belding;  William 
Bell,  August  25,  1900,  Smyrna;  Charles  M.  Wilson,  August  17,  1900, 
Belding;  John  N.  Day.  September  7,  1900,  Lake  Odessa;  Henry  E.  Tre- 
mayne,  Septemlier  15,  1900,  Lambton  Mills,  Ontario;  Joseph  F.  Pinkham, 
September  16,  1900,  Belding-;  Thomas  Weston,  October  9,  1900,  Muir; 
Frederick  L.  Morse,  K'  \ ember  t,  1900,  Sebewa;  Fay  M.  Marsh,  November 
2,  1900,  Saginaw;  LeKoy  Wilkinson.  November  15,  1900,  Portland;  Will- 
iam Wilkinson,  Novem!)er  15,  19W,  Orleans;  James  C.  Conner,  November 
15.  H)00,  Ionia;  iTankliii  Slocuni.  Novcnibcr  16.  1900,  Tonia:  Richard  A. 
Clark.  November  if),  iqoo,  loiiKi ;  France^  A.  Har^ravr,  December  31,  1900, 
Palo;  William  S.  Hart,  December  27,  1900,  Lake  Odessa;  VV.  Andrew 
DjiUt,  I'cbi  uary  8,  1900,  Belding. 

Palmer  Covill.  March  30,  1901,  Belding;  John  R.  Hay,  May  3,  1901, 
Grand  Rapids;  Robert  Logan,  May  22,  iqoi,  Ionia:  John  F.  James,  July  8, 

1901,  Woodbury  Eaton;  John  W.  Fleming,  July  10,  1901,  Hart;  Andrew  M. 
Martin,  July  15.  1901,  Lake  Odessa;  Elmer  William  little,  July  27,  1901, 
Grand  Rapids;  Henry  Cook,  October  16.  1900,  Pewamo;  Delta  Kerr 
Andrew%  December  10,  1901,  Saginaw;  Marsh  Melville  Fay,  December  i, 
1901,  Ionia;  Morris  Isaiah,  December  31,  1901,  Belding. 

I^wis  F.  Rice.  March  4,  1902.  Chester;  William  A.  Grant,  May  29., 
1002,  Saginaw;  Chauncey  S.  Kenny,  June  7,  1902,  Saratiac;  Arthur  S. 
Moore,  June  23,  1902,  Ann  Arbor;  Marion  E.  Blair,  Augtist  9,  1902,  Cold- 
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water;  Charle*-  \\  uuch,  August  19,  1902,  Saranac;  Marjory  M.  Orr,  Octo- 
ber 2.  1902,  Grand  Rapids;  ihomas  C.  Buskirk,  December  10,  1902,  White 
Pigeon. 

Harley  A.  Haynes,  February  10,  1903,  Ann  Arbw;  Eugene  L,  Robert- 
son, March  4,  IQ03,  Lansing;  Ray  T.  Fuller,  May  20,  1903,  Belding;  Henry 
C.  Carpenter.  June  19,  1903,  Woodland;  Minna  Lophia  Lormsen,  August 
24,  1903,  Grand  Rapids;  Melvin  D.  Roberts,  September  10,  1903,  Charlotte; 
Leo  R.  Kenney,  November  17,  1903,  Charlotte. 

William  B.  Thomas,  January  18,  1904,  Ionia;  John  Durwood  Brad- 
field,  February  12,  1904,  Grand  Rap>ids;  James  H.  Gauntlett,  May  8,  1904, 
Garksville;  William  Don  Brook,  April  27,  1904,  Ionia;  Cyrus  B.  Gardner, 
August  2.  1904,  Pinckney;  William  B.  (irnnt,  September  8,  1904.  Lyons; 
George  P.  Winchell,  October  10.  1904,  Ionia;  Charles  I.  Taylor,  November 
11,  1904,  Linden;  Frank  Lmdley  Hogg,  NoAembcr  21,  1904,  Grand  Rapids; 
F.  M.  i'oicaian,  Noveml)er  29,  1904,  Gladstone;  Charles  Reid  Sawson, 
December  8,  1904,  Detroit. 

Clifford  Lombard  Crittenden,  July  3,  1905,  Detroit;  James  C.  Valen- 
tine, July  7,  1905,  Ypsilanti;  John  Joseph  McCann,  November  15,  1905, 
Mt.  Pleasant;  George  Richardson  Stark,  November  35,  1905,  Grand  Rapids; 
Kdward  A.  Robertson,  December  12,  1905,  Hubbordston. 

William  Frank  Maxwell,  January  24,  1906,  Ann  Arbor;  S.  M.  Gleason, 
March  29,  1906,  Greenville;  Fred  J.  Shulz;  April  27,  1906,  Ionia;  Beva 
Otto  Ericsson,  July  21,  1906,  New  Buffalo;  A.  B.  Spinney,  August  6,  1906. 
Reed  City:  George  W.  Moore,  August  21,  1906,  Ionia;  Hans  O.  Gotfredsen, 
AugiLst  24.  1906,  Ann  Arbor:  George  Baker,  June  4,  1906.  Holland;  Her- 
t)ert  Mason  Maynard,  Orangre:  H  W  Brown.  Hubbardston;  T.  K.  Brown, 
Portland;  A.  J.  Crunican.  Hul)!>ar(l.ston :  IVank  W.  Dorr.  Relding;  John  C. 
Kieming,  Pewamo;  Charles  l>.  (iauss,  falu;  [o.seph  Johns.  Ionia;  R.  H.  Has- 
kell, Asvhun.  Ionia;  V.  H.  Kitson,  Ionia;  H.  l\.  Knapp,  iunia;  Isaiah 'S. 
Morris.  Belding;  Nelson  McLaughlin,  Lake  Odessa;  C.  H.  Pealxxly,  Lake 
Odessa;  E.  M.  Snyder,  Lake  Odesjja;  Thomas  Weston,  Muir;  W.  W.  SteV' 
enson.  Asylum,  Ionia:  John  A.  Warner,  Qarksville;  R.  R.  Whitten,  Ionia: 
George  W.  Washbume,  Asylum,  Ionia:  Leland  S.  Weaver,  Saranac:  O.  P. 
Gieb.  Hubbardston, 

ionia's  pioneer  doctors. 

The  following  excerpts  are  from  an  interesting  paper  read  by  Dr.  C.  S. 
Cope  before  the  Ionia  County  Medical  Society  on  Thursday  evening,  October 
17,  1907,  and  are  considered  worthy  of  preservation: 
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The  year  1907  has  witnessed  the  passing  of  two  of  Ionia  county's  old- 
est physicians.  Dr.  William  6.  Thomas  and  Eh-.  Henry  Tremayne.  For 
more  than  forty  years  they  rode  the  hills  and  valleys  in  and  about  Ionia  and 
had,  after  a  long  and  arduous  contest  with  those  things  that  beset  the  life 
of  the  county  physician,  passed  onward  to  their  reward. 

Like  a  shock  of  corn  fully  ripe,  each  was  frarnered  by  the  stroke  of  that 
scythe  who.-.t,-  edge  is  ever  keen.  Not  lar  ajtart  in  Hii;hian<l  I'ark,  they  lie 
in  dreamless  sleep,  while  ])ros!=inc^  cl  osely  10  each  casket  s  lid  alTection'a 
precious  roses  guard  well  the  doi,i(ir"~  re  si.  "Tiine  is  long,  and  art  is  tleet- 
ing,  "  wrote  the  poet,  but  the  history  ot  niedicme  ni  a  measure  reverseis  or 
modifies  this  statement,  for  the  time  of  the  physician  in  Ionia  county  is  less 
than  seventy-five  years,  while  the  arts  of  medicine  and  surgery  are  of  even  a 
shorter  period.  Anaesthesiai  which  renders  surgery  painless,  and  antisepsia, 
which  renders  it  safie,  are  but  the  children  of  a  day.  both  coming  into  use 
during  the  lifetime  of  some  now  pr^nt. 

Seventy-five  years  ago  the  physician  of  this  geographical  location  was 
the  ''medicine  man''  of  the  Indian. 

The  head  chief  of  the  Ottowas,  or,  as  they  were  called  by  the  first 
settlers,  "The  Flat  River  Indians,"  lived  at  Lowell,  at  the  mouth  of  Flat 
river.  The  second  chief  resided  at  the  confluence  of  the  Maple  and  the  Grand. 
The  physicians  in  waiting  to  these  chiefs  and  to  their  dependent  tribes  were 
tliose  who  used  the  "simples"  of  the  frirrst,  and  the  fetiches  and  inranta- 
tion.s  of  "The  Great  Medicine."  The  head  chief,  Keewaci  (  shcun,  \\a^  he 
who,  at  the  treaty  of  Chicago  in  1821,  ceded  all  the  lands  along  and  south  ot 
the  Grand  river.  Another  chief,  Wabsis,  or  "The  White  Swan,"  was  takei) 
to  Washington  to  see  the  "Great  White  Father,"  the  President,  and  at  that 
time  ceded  all  of  Otisco,  Orleans,  Keene,  Montcalm  counties  and  nearly 
all  of  the  western  part  of  the  Southern  peninsula.  When  these  chiefs 
returned  to  the  tribes  and  it  was  found  what  was  done,  summary  vengeance 
was  dealt.  Traged\  f<iIlowed  these  acts.  The  red  man,  always  an  unre- 
strained homicide,  had  no  compunction  in  dealing  with  those  unfaithful  to 
the  tribes.  Both  chiefs  were  murdered  or  executed  in  Indian  fashion  and 
both  are  huried  in  Plainfield  township  In  Kent  county. 

The  chief  who  lived  at.  or  near  Lyons,  was  a  man  of  a  different  stamp. 
His  name  was  Combosa.  Of  him  it  is  said  that  he  was  a  full  blooded  negro, 
stolen  when  a  child  from  a  \'ir^Mnia  plaiitatiun  (hiring  an  Indian  fora\-  and 
brought  to  this  region  as  a  trophy,  ile  was  adopted  into  the  tni>e,  and 
when  he  grew  to  maturity  was  of  a  gigantic  size  and  lordly  walk,  and  be- 
cause of  his  proud  hearing  was  called  Combosa,  "the  big  walker.'^ 
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The  Ottawas  were  a  fierce  tribe,  designated  by  Father  Marquette  as 
almost  beyond  the  persuasive  powers  of  the  church,  second  only  to  the  Hur- 
ons,  who  Parkman  tell  us  were  cannibals. 

Sailing  the  shoreline  of  the  Great  lakes  in  their  invincible  Mackinaw 
war  boats,  they  entered  the  mouth  of  the  Grand,  which  they  named  '  The 
Washtenong,"  and,  proceeding:  up  the  stream,  drove  out  the  Sauks,  who  had 
held  this  land  since  the  time  immcinorial. 

Liiter  came  rhe  white  man,  who  (lefeaied  the  Indian  in  battle,  and  by 
iiick  and  chicanery  deprived  him  ol  Iv-  iiDldmi^s,  till  at  the  l>egniniiig  oi  the 
seeund  quarter  of  tlie  last  century  these  tribes  were  decimated  and  mi- 
povcrishcd. 

Yet  history  relates  that  at  that  time  the  Chippcwas,  Ottawas  and  Potto- 
watomies  did,  out  of  their  scant  residue  of  lands,  give  to  the  territor}'  of 
Michigan  a  large  tract  towards  the  founding  of  what  was  then  called  the 
Catholepistemiad  of  Michigania,  or  as  we  now  know  it,  the  University  of 
Michigan.  So  that  the  doctor  or  citizen  who  attends  that  seat  of  learning 
is  in  part  a  beneficiary  of  this  pagan  gift  to  a  Christian  institution. 

The  first  white  man  to  practice  medicine  in  the  locality  was  Dr.  William 
B.  Lincoln,  grand-sire  to  Dr.  W.  L.  Barnes,  of  our  society.   He  came  about 

For  the  assistance  of  the  secretaries  who  are  to  follow  me,  I  ha\  c 
placed  the  fore^^oing  on  the  society's  books:  in  additimi  T  have  added  the 
followinj:^  tiecrttlogni'  that  will  prove  of  interest  and  1k'  <-[  inestimable  value 
as  time  goes  by.  The  names  apjxjar  as  to  seniority  a.s  nearly  a.s  I  have  l)een 
able  to  gather  them.   Some  must  liave  been  omitted  because  of  lade  of  data. 

Li.st  of  physicians  (deceased)  who  have  practiced  in  Ionia  city  and 
county : 

Ionia  City — ^William  B.  Lincoln,  Norton  Beckwith,  Alanson  Cornell.  T. 
B.  Benedict,  David  Arndt,  Caleb  H.  Hammond,  Mr.  Ranney,  Mr.  Andrews, 
Fred  K.  Gundrum,  Stanley  Dolan,  S.  V.  Romig,  H.  B.  Barnes,  S.  F.  Bayard, 
Joshn.  Dr.  James.  Robert  T^gan,  Chas.  Bailey,  J.  G.  Connor,  W.  B. 
Thomas,  Henry  Tremayne. 

Portland — No  record. 

Beldinj;: —Dr  Romtg  was  the  first  to  practice  there,  followed  later  by 

Dr.  Albert  C  onner. 

(Odessa — Dr.  Kilpatrick  was  the  pioneer  physician. 
Matherton — Dr.  William  Mather,  1849. 
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Muir — Besides  W.  B.  Thonias,  who  practiced  there  before  removing  to 
Jonia,  Drs.  Lindsley,  Lain,  Ives,  Halsstead  and  Hollywood. 

Lyons — Drs.  John  Jewett,  David  Kelley,  B.  M.  Hutchinson,  W.  \^^ 

Walker,  W.  Z.  Blanchaid.  Wm.  Hugg,  W.  W  ehster,  and  Dr.  Spaitlding,  who 
but  recently  pa^^scd  away  after  many  vr  i  ^  u\  practice  there,  lor  a  !'ni^ 
time  Lyons  coiUesit-d  with  Tonia  for  tlic  county  seat,  which  may  account 
for  so  many  nanu  s  )t  })hv*iirians  at  so  earlv  a  period. 

At  Saruuac  m  1842  wtrc  f>rs.  Ruse  auj  laylor.  loiter  John  Brandt, 
Wm,  Fisiier  in  1S55  and  Cyreneus  Kelsey,  1858.  .\boui  1855  came  Dr. 
Powers,  who  liut  recently  passed  away;  Pomeroy,  Kimljerley,  A.  P.  C. 
Jones,  Dreskell  and  Minch. 

Of  Dr.  (ieorge  Pray,  of  Woodward  Lake,  it  was  truly  said,  **A  good 
man  has  gone,"  when  he,  not  a  decade  since,  was  called  from  his  long  and 
useful  lalDors  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county.  This  necrological  record 
i.s  placed  on  your  hooks  "lest  we  forget"  those  who  have  preceded  us  and 
in  wliose  foot-steps  we  are  surely  following.  Dr.  Ijiertus  Connor,  of  De- 
troit, is  now  engaged  in  gathering  the  history  of  the  deceased  of  Michigan's 
physicians  and  where  any  physician  has  been  found  to  have  made  any  ad- 
v.-nuement  in  science,  either  medical  or  otherwise  or  has  in  any  way  dis- 
tinguished himself  above  his  lell'^ws,  to  !:jather  up  these  facts  to;r:;^cther  witli^ 
shiirt  lnoij;Taphv  :»nd  photo  whert'  iKj^-ilile  and  to  have  these  pul>h.shc(l  in 
Ixj'ik  form  intended  fur  the  library  of  every  physician  in  the  state  of  Mich- 
igan, li  any  one  10  whom  this  statement  may  come  is  in  possession  of 
knowledge  along  these  lines  who  can  relate  anything  of  importance  con- 
cerning our  deceased  brothers  of  the  medical  profession,  he  will  confer  a 
favor  by  sending  a  statement  of  the  same  to  Dr.  Conner,  or  if  such  facts 
1>e  placed  in  my  hand  or  in  those  of  my  successors  in  office  we  will  take 
pleasure  in  forwarding  the  same. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  IONIA  COUNTY. 

No  history  of  Ionia  county  would  be  complete  without  at  Ic-asr  a  ianef 
reference  to  the  courts  and  the  judges  aiid  attorneys  of  said  courts.  The 
act  organizing  lunm  county  took  elfect  on  the  first  Monday  of  iVpril,  1837, 
and  county  officers  were  duly  elected  on  the  second  Monday  of  the  same 
month.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  4,  the  first  term  of 
the  circuit  court  of  Ionia  county  was  held  in  the  school  house  at  Ionia  County 
Seat,  the  Hon.  Epaphroditus  Ranson  presiding,  on  the  last  Monday  in  May, 
1837.  Unfortunately,  the  circuit  court  joumad  and  records  have  disappeared 
from  the  county  offices,  therefore  reliance  has  to  be  placed  upon  a  sketch 
written  by  Mason  Hearsey,  one  of  the  pioneer  business  men  of  Ionia,  and 
is  as  follows : 

"Grand  and  petit  jurors  had  Keen  summoned  and  were  in  attendance, 
but  the  early  settlers  of  Ionia  counlv  were  better  posted  in  cutting;  down 
trees  and  buiUhng  fences  and  lo^  homes  than  in  the  routine  etujuettc  of 
courts:  the  result  was,  the  tjraiui  jury  got  sadlv  l)e\vildered  in  the  mazes 
of  the  law  and  the  prosecuting  attorney  had  not  the  skill  to  get  them  out. 
In  this  dilemma  it  occurred  to  some  of  the  smartest  of  them  that  the  proper 
thing  would  be  to  send  for  the  judge,  and  the  attending  constable  accord- 
ingly was  directed  to  go  and  bring  the  judge;  but,  hting  young,  ignorant 
and  withal  bashful,  hardly  knew  how  to  discharge  his  duty  properly.  The 
school  house  was  one  of  the  old-fashioned  kind,  having  a  door  in  the  center 
of  one  end  and  the  desk  in  the  center  of  the  end  opposite,  l  i  t*  constable 
went  to  the  door,  opened  it  a  little  ways  and  signaled  to  the  judge,  hoping 
to  get  his  attention  and  thus  call  him  out;  but.  although  His  Honor  «;aw 
the  sijjnals.  he  failed  to  comprehend  their  import.  The  constable,  finding 
that  system  of  tactics  failed,  tinallv  mustered  liie  courajre  and,  striding-  up 
to  the  desk,  bluited,  "judge,  the  grand  jurv  want  you  up  town.  "  and.  turn- 
ing, strode  out  again.  A  momentary  expression  of  astonishment  ihtted  across 
the  countenance  of  His  Honor,  l>ut.  quickly  comprehending  the  .situation 
of  things,  he  took  an  early  opportunity  of  excusing  himself  and  went  to 
the  grand  jury  room  and  got  the  jury  out  of  their  trouble,  then  returning, 
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finished  his  session.  This,  it  is  believed,  is  the  only  instance  in  legal  practice 
in  this  state  of  a  circuit  judge  being  summoned  from  the  bench  before  a 
grand  jury." 

Although  the  court  journal  cannot  be  found,  the  docket  is  still  in  a 
good  state  of  presentation,  and  from  its  pages  we  learn  that  case  number  one 
was  entitled,  "Malachi  Loveland  and  David  Furman  vs.  Thomas  Ander- 
son," action  attachment.  The  second  was,  "James  M.  Nelson  aii<l  Georj^c 
V.  Nelson  vs.  James  Anderson."  action  attachment.  T\w  third  was,  *'0. 
Gayland  Marron  and  O.  B.  Perry  vs.  James  Anderson,"  aclioti  attachment. 
Writs  in  these  ca.ses  were  is.sucd  May  15,  1837,  and  returned  May  26,  with 
a  report  of  nothing  found,  A  few  other  small  cases,  including  a  few  cases 
against  some  of  the  early  settlers  for  furnishing  whiskey  to  the  Indians, 
vras  entered  upon  the  docket.  From  1837  until  May,  1845,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  cases  had  been  docketed. 

ATTORNEYS. 

Among  the  luwwrs  and  law  firms  wliu  in  vrars  prior  to  1845  were 
conspicuous  as  practitioners  in  tlie  circuit  court  01  the  county  were  Cyrus 
Lovell,  Adam  L.  Roof,  J.  C.  Abel,  Charles  Smith,  Rathbonc  &  Martin  in 
1837,  C.  P.  Conklin.  Bridge  &  George  Martin  in  1839,  Alex.  F.  Bdl,  Boh  & 
Rathbone,  Roof  &  Bell  in  1840,  Luke  H.  Parsons,  Martin  &  Johnson,  A.  D. 
Rathbone,  Louis  S.  Lovell,  Rathbone  &  Chamberlain,  Brown  &  VanArman 
in  1 841,  Porter  &  Bell  in  1842,  John  C.  Blanchard,  S.  M.  Johnson,  T.  Romeyn, 
Bell,  Roof  &  Blanchard  in  1843;  H.  S.  Jennings  in  1844. 

From  an  incomplete  attorneys'  roll  on  file  in  the  county  clerk's  office, 
we  find  that  during  the  years  from  November,  1855,  to  May,  1880,  in- 
clusive, the  following  named  attorneys  have  been  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  courts  of  this  county:  John  Toan.  Novemlxrr  23,  1855;  W.  B.  Wells. 
June  10,  1856;  Alti.KaiultT  \V.  Dod^e,  Septenilxrr  1857;  Morns  U. 
Wells.  May  3.  1859;  C  alvni  Porter,  May  7.  1850;  W.  W'.  Mitchell,  October 
I,  1859;  ^-  C.  Webb,  Deceinl)er  9,  1859;  J.  M.  Mathewson,  July  3,  i860; 
John  K.  Truax,  January  26,  1861 ;  B.  F.  Spencer,  October  10,  1863 ;  Lem- 
uel Clute,  November  15,  1864;  Allen  B.  Morse,  February  3,  1865;  Moses 
B.  Butterfield,  August  18,  1865;  W.  Melvin  Spencer,  August  19,  1865; 
Charles  E.  Soule,  John  S.  Bennett,  May  19,  1866;  Charles  L.  Morehouse 
and  Frank  Dumon,  May  15,  1867;  Charles  L.  Wilson  and  William  Pratt, 
November  19,  1867;  F.  S.  Hutchinson,  William  O.  Webster,  ^gar  M 
.  (28) 
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Marble,  January  4,  1869;  Thomas  D.  Scofield,  Byrom  Benson,  March  29, 
1869;  William  B.  Thomas,  July  2,  1870;  G.  W.  Beelman,  May  23,  1871 ; 
Frank  A.  Cahill,  June  15,  1871;  Joseph  Sayles,  August  16,  1871;  Cassius 
O.  Trumbull,  December  7,  1871;  Elvandcr  W.  Dodge,  Seneca  Wool  ford, 
February  10,  1872;  Vemon  H.  Smith.  William  L.  Strickland,  August  9, 
1872;  Henrv  C.  Sessions,  Dorember  23,  1872;  Rol)ert  Garner,  February  8, 
1873;  George  A.  ITawlcy,  April  7,  187?:  Krand  D.  M.  Davis.  Edward  E. 
Williams.  August  ^,  1874;  Jerome  W.  C  aru^,  Ma\-  3.  1875;  f-^* 
Hudson,  September  (>,  1875;  Adolphus  A.  Ellis,  January  5,  1876;  Jay  Ses- 
sions, May  6,  1876;  Louis  H.  Jennings,  June  13,  1876;  N.  S.  Basom,  April 
6,  1877;  Qarence  B.  Wardle,  John  J.  Inman,  August  5,  1878;  John  R. 
Crites,  James  Vosper,  May  19,  1877;  Sherman  B.  DaboU,  February  7,  1879; 
Frederick  H.  Stowc,  Palmer  T.  Williams,  Frank  O.  Cook,  March  24,  1879: 
Frank  Ramsdell,  D.  C.  Cagwin,  October  11.  1879;  Clarence  B.  Cole,  De- 
cember 12,  1879;  Albert  A.  Crane,  February  16,  1880;  Samuel  K.  Gates, 
February  27,  1880;  William  H.  Howard,  Charles  K.  Calkins,  May  21,  1880. 

LATER  ATTORNEYS. 

S.  V.  R.  Trowbridge,  Juac  3,  1881 ;  E.  B.  Stanton,  June  3,  1881 ;  Thomas 
F.  McGarry,  June  3,  1881 ;  Jay  Sessions,  April  11,  1880;  Charles  F.  Gates. 
May  6,  1876;  Charles  M.  Wilson,  August  25,  1882;  Ernest  S.  Ellis,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1882;  Spencer  G.  Millard,  December  23,  1882;  George  E.  Nichols, 
April  2,  1883;  Harmon  Smith,  October  15,  1884;  C.  G.  Jones,  October  15, 
1884;  C.  W.  Sessions,  April  24,  1885;  Wm.  A.  Bahlke,  February  20,  1886: 
John  T.  Mathews,  February  20.  1886:  Fred.  A.  Wallington,  Fd>ruary  20, 
1886;  W'alter  S.  Walker,  February  20.  j885;  Frank  C.  Miller,  Septeml)cr  6, 
1886;  William  R.  Payne,  S  j  ilw  6.  1886;  Frank  E.  Schmoltz,  Novem- 
ber 8.  t886;  Clarence  Buck,  July  12.  t886:  Bin?:lev  R.  Fales,  Sqttemljer 
3,   1888:  William  K.  Gute,  June  14,   f888;   Henry  J    Hnrrigan.  May 

17,  1890;  James  Lurry,  May  26.  1890;  John  C.  Doiiluig,  June  23, 
1889:  Henry  R.  l-'rctinan,  March  4.  t8oo;  Hugh  C".  Wilstiu,  Septeni- 
l>er  27,  1890  ;  (.  liaries  W.  Nichols,  December  22,  1890;  D.  L.  Hub- 
bell,  February  16,  1891;  John  B.  Chaddock,  June  16,  1890;  George 
Miller,  Decemljer  22,  1890;  Theron  Ncsbitt,  January  16,  1883;  James  Curry, 
March  3,  1894;  E.  A.  Murphy,  April  18,  i»B4;  Andrew  B.  Goodwin,  April 

18,  1884:  W,  E.  Hawley.  June  2,  1894:  J-  L.  Steele,  June  12,  1894;  l*>cd 
L.  Williams,  June  12.  1894:  F.  M.  Burbank,  Noveml^er  7,  1894;  Willard 
Adrich,  June,  1891:  Charles  P.  Locke,  April  14,  1894;  E.  A.  Horrigan. 
April  26,  1895;  J,  Oyde  Watt,  October  25,  1896:  Owight  Sheldon,  Octolier 
26,  1896;  A.  K.  Hutchinson,  1898;  Elvcrt  M.  Davis,  April  22,  1899;  Harvey 
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E.  Kidder,  April  22,  1899; -Lucius  Babcock,  June  25,  1900;  Chas.  R.  Foote, 
December  22,  1892;  Mack  Nichols,  September  21,  1891 ;  Osmund  T.  Barnes, 
September  21,  1891;  John  Nichol,  October  13,  1892;  Fred  Crane,  March 
5,  1892;  R.  A.  Colwell,  June  22,  190 1 ;  W.  A.  Menkle,  December,  1888; 
George  W.  Tt3pi>er,  September  29,  1892;  Josqjh  J.  Philips,  November  14, 
1892;  Alfred  R.  I>ocke,  May  13,  1893;  John  J.  McKenna,  May  6,  1893; 
Ru^s.'ll  A.  Peake,  Decemlxr  22.  1892:  Hnrvey  L.  Van  Benschoien,  June, 
l^<S^;;  f.dward  C.  SiKiuldmir.  (  icir.lw  .'u,  iS(>|:  Justin  L.  Sutherland,  Jvme 
19,  lS'/d;  ']  lioinas  JuIiusimi,  June  -^i,  1904,  jf^^-^c  (-lihu  Tarl>ell,  April  ly, 
1901  ;  Fred  L.  Warner,  June  15,  1907;  Seward  P.;ikLr,  June  -;5,  1886;  Charles 

F.  Enisberger,  April  5,  1910;  Foss  O.  Eldred,  Apni  15,  1910;  Leland  W. 
Carr,  October  14,  1910;  Alphonso  Button,  February  11,  1862;  Glenn  D. 
Mathews,  June  22,  1912;  Herbert  C.  Hall.  June,  1906;  Harry  Gemuend, 
June,  1914;  Martin  V.  Cook,  June,  1914. 

Other  lawyers  not  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  list  have  at  various  perio<ls 
practiced  in  the  county,  notably,  Hon.  Edward  Cahill,  Oscar  F.  Wisner, 
Hon.  A.  D.  Griswold,  A.  J.  Southard  and  George  F.  Pedc.  Of  these  lawyers 
named,  many  have  occupied  enviable  positions  in  their  profession.  Hon. 
A.  F.  Bell  was  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  western  Michigan  for  a  great 
many  years,  and  his  name  was  well  known  throughout  the  profession  of 
the  entire  state,  as  he  was  a  particularly  strong  and  wise  counselor.  The 
lion.  John  C.  Blanchard,  noted  advocate,  practiced  in  a  large  portion  of 
the  state  of  Michigan,  cspecinlly  in  the  defense  of  crmiinal  case*:,  in  which 
held  he  was  reniarkaWv  .surrc^^ful.  liuji.  <  "vru'i  T.«n'c!!,  who  >ertlefl  in  this 
Statt  i;t  1832  at  the  tiu'ii  '.  ■ilasre  of  Kalatn;'./! 'i  held  iiianv  filacer  of  tru^t, 
being  a  man  of  great  brain  and  holding  stale  and  Jederal  oiiices,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  four  score  years,  strong  and  vigorous.  Hon.  Adam  L,  Roof, 
able  attorney  and  honest,  many  times  occupied  important  positions  to  which 
he  was  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  people.  Hon.  W.  W.  Mitchell,  admitted 
in  1859,  was  one  of  the  strong  lawyers  of  the  state  of  Michigan.  The  Hon. 
Allen  B.  Morse,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  entered  the  Union  army,  and  for 
bravery  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  his  regiment,  and  at 
Missionary  Ridge  lost  his  left  arm;  returning  to  Ionia  he  entered  the  study 
and  practice  of  law.  The  name  of  Adjutant  A.  B.  Morse  always  stood  as  a 
synonym  for  honesty,  integrity  and  ability,  and  his  name  became  familiar, 
to  every  family  in  this  county.  He  came  to  the  bar  in  1865.  was  later  a 
member  of  our  state  Senate,  and  later  was  elected  to  the  supreme  l)ench  of 
the  state  of  Michigan,  though  a  Democrat,  by  nearly  thirl}-  thousand  Aotes 
majority  against  the  great  jurist,  Thomas  M.  Cooley,  making  a  fine  record 
as  a  judge;  later,  he  was  called  from  the  bench  to  accept  the  nomination 
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upon  the  Democratic  ticket  for  governor,  being  defeated  by  only  a  few- 
thousand  votes  by  the  Hon.  John  T.  Rich.  Shortly  thereafter  he  was  ap- 
pointed consul  to  Glasgow  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  filled  with  honor  to  the  nation  and  much  credit  to  himself 
for  a  period  of  five  years.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  came  back, 
and,  declining-  further  political  honors,  entered  into  the  private  practice  of 
law.  He  enjoyed  a  larg-e  and  lucrative  practice  until  about  the  year  1907, 
when  lie  retired  from  practice  and  is  now  enjoyinj^  a  conifortahle  old  age 
with  a  record  tliat  is  a  pride  to  his  friends,  and  must  l>e  a  source  ol  coratort 
to  himself.  i'he  Hon.  VVilHarn  ().  Webster  and  Fxlg^ar  M.  Marble  were 
admitted  to  practice  in  i86y.  Mr.  Marble  was,  during  tlie  Hayes  and  Arthur 
administrations,  United  States  commissioner  of  patems  at  Washington,  and 
Mr.  Webster  later  filled  the  office  of  judge  of  probate  of  Tonia  county,  the 
same  now  being  filled  by  his  son,  Montgomery  Webster.  Hon.  Vernon  H. 
Smith,  who  filled  the  office  of  covaaty  clerk,  and  later,  for  twelve  years,  was 
circuit  judge  of  the  eighth  judicial  district,  composed  of  Ionia.  Montcalm 
and  Clinton  counties  at  that  time — ^was  a  good  lawyer  and  possessed  of 
emrellent  judgment  in  the  decision  of  cases.  Hon.  Adolphus  A.  Ellis,  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1876,  for  two  terms  served  as  prosecuting  attorney  of 
Tenia  county,  later  two  terms  as  attorney-general  of  the  state  of  Michigan, 
which  offices  he  tilled  with  ^reat  ability.  Hon.  Frank  D.  M.  Davis,  ad- 
mitted to  the  Ixir  in  TS74,  tilled  the  office  of  circuit  court  commissioner  two 
terms,  prosecuting  attorney  four  terms,  and  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term 
as  circuit  judge  of  the  eighth  judicial  district,  composed  of  lorua  and  Mont- 
calm counties.  The  long  service  of  Judge  Davis  evidences  the  fact  which  the 
entire  bar  recognizes  of  equal  ability  as  a  jurist.  Hon.  Royal  A.  Hawley, 
an  able  law3rer,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880,  and  has  been  twice  prose- 
cuting attorney  of  this  county.  Hon.  C.  L.  Wilson  has  served  as  prose- 
cuting attorney  and  probate  judge,  and  Hon.  Albert  K.  Roof  has  served  as 
state  senator  and  raster  of  deeds*  both  faithfully  performing  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices.  Hon.  Albert  Williams  was  attorn^-general  of 
the  state  of  Michigan  when  Austin  Blair  was  governor  of  the  state  during 
the  troublous  times  of  the  Civil  War,  and  conducted  the  office  with  marked 
ability.'  Hon.  T.ouis  S.  l.ovell  occupied  the  circuit  bench  of  the  eighth 
judicial  circuit  at  a  time  when  it  was  coinpost-d  of  the  counties  of  Kent,  Rarry, 
Montcalm,  Ionia  and  c'lmton;  he  filled  the  office  faithfully  f(tr  a  period  of 
twentv-four  years,  and  for  many  of  the  precedents  used  by  the  lawyers  of 
today  tliey  are  indeMed  to  this  splendid  upright  judge.  Hon.  George  IL. 
Nidiols  has  been  state  senator,  and  while  in  such  position  was  a  strong  mem- 
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ber  of  our  state  legislative  body,  making  for  himself  a  splendid  record  as  a 
senator,  and  for  several  years  has  been  engaged  in  very  many  of  the  im- 
portant cases  tried  in  this  state.  Hon.  Hal  H.  Smith,  now  a  prominent 
lawyer  of  Detroit,  was  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  and  the  St.  Louis  world's 
expositions.  Frank  M.  Burbank  was  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county,  be- 
ing twice  elected.  Hon.  J,  C.  Watt  has  twice  been  representative  of  this 
county  in  the  state  Legislature,  making  a  remarkably  fine  record,  and  was 
also,  during  the  year  191 5,  a  member  of  the  commission  appointed  for  the 
revision  of  the  laws  of  this  state,  the  work  of  which  commission  has  been 
adopted  by  the  people  of  this  state.  Hon.  John  B.  daddock  was  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Ionia,  and  also  prosecuting  attorney  for  two  terms.  Hon. 
James  Scully  wa^  mrn'or  of  the  ritv  of  ]oni:i  and  a  member  oi  the  state 
Legislature;  at  tinir  or  his  deaTh,  two  years  agw.  In:  w acting  as  one 
of  the  railroad  commissioners  of  the  state  of  Michigan.  Hon.  (""rank  C  Mil- 
ler has  been  mayijr  of  the  city  of  Ionia,  niemijer  of  the  state  Legislature 
and  assistant  prosccutnig  attorney.  Alfred  R.  Locke  has  for  two  terms  been 
prosecuting  attorney  of  this  county,  and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  state 
board  of  control  of  Ionia  prison.  Hon.  Fred  L.  Warner  is  a  member  of 
the  state  Legislature.  Wm.  K.  Qute  was  two  terms  prosecuting  attorney 
and  later  assistant  district  attorney  of  the  United  States. 

Of  late  years  several  of  our  attorneys  have  moved  to  the  cities  of 
Grand  Rapids  and  Detroit,  giving  them  a  larger  jBeld  of  usefulness,  namely : 
A.  A.  Ellis,  William  K.  Clute,  Lawrence  W.  Smith,  Elvert  M.  Davis,  who 
is  now  assistant  general  counsel  of  the  Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana  Railway 
system;  Hal  H.  Smith  and  John  J.  McKenna. 

The  names  of  the  present  attorneys  of  this  count v  and  residing  within 
the  county  are  C  K.  Calkins.  R.  A.  Colwell,  Martin  V.  Cook.  F.  D.  M. 
Davis,  Foss  O.  Eldred,  Harry  H  Gemuend,  Royal  A.  Haw  ley.  Henry  J. 
Horrigan,  Herbert  C.  Hall.  Harvey  E.  Kidder,  Alfred  R.  Locke.  Glenn  D, 
Mathews,  Frank  C.  Miller.  Allen  B.  Morse,  E.  A.  Murphy,  Geo.  K.  N'iehols, 
John  Nichol,  James  Vosper,  Benjamin  Vospcr,  C.  B.  Wardle,  P.  T.  Williams, 
I.  L.  HubbeU,  Fred  L.  Warner,  J.  Clyde  Watt.  C.  L.  Wilson,  W.  H.  Howard, 
Thomas  Johnson,  E.  S.  Fuller  and  Albert  K.  Roof. 

In  passing,  it  might  be  said  the  Ionia  county  bar  has  not  only  furnished 
the  state  with  much  good  legal  timber,  but,  as  a  whole,  it  has  during  its 
entire  history  been  one  of  the  strongest  legal  bodies  in  the  state;  and  is  wdl 
known  throughout  the  state  as  being  composed  of  able  lawyers. 

In  an  early  day  many  extremely  ludicrous  incidents  occurred  in  con- 
necticm  with  court  work,  as  would  naturally  happen  in  an  early  settlement 
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where  tlie  practice  of  law  had  to  be  carried  oa  under  unfavorable  con- 
ditions; but,  one  thing  marked  the  early  history  of  our  early  practUioncrs 
and  judges — they  sought  to  do  equity  with  as  small  an  expense  as  possiUe. 
The  pay  of  the  pioneer  lawyer  was  small,  many  times  his  fee  being  paid  in 
produce  or  in  wood,  and  it  necessitated  his  engaging  in  some  other  lines 
of  work,  especially  in  the  handling  of  real  estate.  Early  members  of  the 
bar,  together  with  other  pioneers,  have  made  Ionia  county  a  prosperous  one. 
The  people  of  this  county  being  lovers  of  law  and  order,  it  has  always  been 
a  safe,  desiraUe  and  beautiful  county  to  live  in.  More  need  not  be  said. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 


illSTORY  OF  THE  GRAND  RIVER  VALLEY. 
By  Mr«.  L.  P.  Brook. 

Tliis  artiett^  on  loiiia  county  and  tlic  Grand  River  \ Mlley,  from  the  first 
kiiowti  history  up  to  and  included  the  first  colony,  was  compiled  by  Mrs.  L. 
P.  Brock,  who  was  deputy  register  of  deeds  for  Ionia  county  from  1885  to 
1888,  and  who  in  her  official  capacity  took  in  the  first  paper  in  the  new 
court  house  in  April,  1886. 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Brock,  formerly  Bertha  E.  Milligan,  was  born  in  Ionia, 
August  18,  i860,  her  parents  being  William  Milligan  and  his  wife,  Minerva 
(Murray)  Milligan.  Mr.  Milligan  came  to  Ionia  in  1856,  from  New  York, 
with  work  connected  with  building  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  railroad.  His 
wife's  father,  Eleazer  Murray,  came  to  this  county  in  1836  with  his  family 
and  his  home  always  was  on  the  sonth  river  road.  ]m\  east  of  Alonro 
Sessions's  farm,  now  the  Ionia  county  home.  Mr.  Milhgan  was  a  member 
of  (^imiiany  R.  First  Fnn^ineer  and  M tcliaiiics.  during  the  (jvil  War,  being 
gone  three  and  one-hait  years,  and  was  discharged  at  Washington,  June  6, 
1865. 

The  house  that  Mrs,  Brock  was  bom  in  is  still  standing.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Milligan  were  early  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  started  by  Rev.  Isaac 
Erret.  James  A.  Garfield,  afterward  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
was  his  friend,  came  here  to  visit  him  and  was  entertained  part  of  the 
time  while  here  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milligan,  at  their  home. 

FIRST  WHITE  VISITOR. 

In  Prospect  Park,  on  the  American  side  of  Niagara  Falls,  at  one  side 
of  the  path  that  runs  along  the  edge  of  the  cliti,  there  is  imbedded  a  large 
dark  gray  green  boulder,  on  which  has  been  engraved,  by  order  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  the  fact  that  it  was  at  or  very  near  that  point,  that 
Father  Hennepin,  the  French  priest,  had  stood  in  i678-Hfche  first  white 
man  to  see  and  make  a  sketch  of  that  hiighty  downpour  of  water.  One 
foists  the  scene  before  him  and  tries  to  span  the  intervening  space  of  less 


440 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


than  two  hundred  and  fifty  yeaxs,  and  all  that  it  had  meant  to  the  race  that 
then  peopled  this  land,  also  to  the  white  race,  which  at  that  time  had  simi^y 
gained  a  foothold  on  the  eastern  edge  of  this  mighty  continent,  pressing 
ever  westward,  while,  thundering,  foaming,  the  great  cataract  plunged  on, 
as  it  had  for  thousands  of  years  before,  witnessed  by  races  of  men  of  whom 
we  have  no  knowledge — ^just  as  it  will  when  our  race  has  also  become  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

Historv  contain"^  no  record  oi  achievenients  so  numerous  and  niiyhty 
as  ihuse  acruini>l!bhed  by  tlit-  whiit-  race.  Where  once  ihc  only  communica- 
tion between  men  were  ibe  innuincraltle  puths  tlnoiigh  forests,  alotii;  wliich 
went  isoit  moccasined  led,  or  the  tread  oi  the  little  Indian  pony — now  run 
the  gpreat  dvilizer,  the  two  shining  parallel  rails  of  steel,  upon  which  thunders 
the  heavily  loaded  trains,  ever  carrying  and  bringing  necessities,  a>mforts 
and  luxuries  undreamed  of  by  the  simple  child  of  the  forest.  With  the 
wilderness,  he  and  his  are  gone  forever.  Their  place  in  commerce  has  been 
taken  by  the  tweed-garbed  man  of  business;  their  great  country  is  dotted 
with  towns  and  cities.  Roaring  rapids  are  made  to  turn  the  wheels  of 
industry.  Their  hills  are  bared  by  the  ax  of  the  lumberman.  Their  moun- 
tains resound  with  the  reverberations  and  thunders  of  the  stamping  mills. 
Their  \'aileys  and  plains  are  ebanq"ed  into  farm  ami  orchard,  liearinj^  crops 
unhtard  of  by  the  Indian,  who,  ahhi>ng'h  holding  prioi'  ptssession  mnst  needs 
give  way  to  the  race  who  would  make  l>etter  use  of  the  land  than  they. 
Tliey  should  have  l>een  well  treated,  and  witli  helpful  consideration,  assisted 
toward  more  modern  life,  rather  than  subdued  by  force.  That  was  the 
responsibility  of  the  white  race  which  they  sadly  neglected  and  will  always 
remain  an  unnecessary  blot  on  our  national  history. 

When  one  reflects  that  less  than  one  hundred  years  ago,  the  section  in 
which  we  live,  as  well  as  the  vast  West,  was  dominated  by  the  Indians^  one 
realizes  the  awful  decimation  civilization  has  wrought  in  the  red  man's 
ranks.  He  is  now  less  than  a  fringe  on  the  outskirts  of  civilization.  He 
has  all  but  taken  his  place  in  the  catcqory  of  vanished  races.  "The  eagle's 
eye  could  not  discover  where  were  once  their  wigwams  and  peaceful  council 
fires." 

There  is  something  appalling  in  the  rapidity  of  his  decline  and  |>athetic 
in  the  manner  of  it.  Such  physical  manhood  and  insuperable  courage  as  his 
will  never  be  seen  on  this  continent  again.  No  man  has  come  so  close  to 
nature.  Even  his  religious  psychology  was  not  a  mean  one.  The  fine  poise 
of  his  head,  the  keen  sight  of  his  eye,  the  trustworthiness  of  his  instincts,  his 
loyalties  and  his  enmities  equally  strong,  his  statesmanship,  his  simple  but 
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Strong  logic,  even  his  ideals — all  are  qualities  pleasant  to  contemplate.  His 
descendants  are  but  faint  shadows  of  what  the  American  Indian  reallv  was, 
when  there  was  the  gleam  of  an  empire  in  his  eye.  Desperately  did  he  fight 
for  his  lands  and  disdainfully  did  he  go  to  his  death. 

THE  INDIAN  OCCUPANCY. 

'Clu-  kunwii  hi^tt^rv  <>t  the  ln<!i;in  OCCH^Kincy  of  this  roniuicut  .^liowji 
that  all  the  cuntry  souih  iium  Hialsoii  lUiy  to  the  prt^^eiu  Mie  of  Tennes- 
see, front  llic  Mississippi  east  to  the  Atlaniic,  was  the  home  of  (liftcreut 
triUes  of  .the  Algoinjuiu  race  of  Indians — except  thiit  portion  now  known 
as  the  state  of  New  York,  which  was  occupied  by  the  tive  confederated 
tribes  of  the  fierce  and  war-loving  Iroquois.  Originally  the  Miamis  lived 
in  the  southern  part  of  Michigan,  while  the  Sauks  occupied  the  Grand  River 
valley  and  adjacent  country,  while  the  Ojibways,  afterward  known  as  CTii[)|>e- 
was,  occupied  all  of  Michigan  north  of  them.  At  this  lime  the  Pottawat- 
tomies  lived  in  Wisconsin,  mostly  near  the  shores  of  T^akc  Michigan.  Xhont 
the  year  1659  the  lro<)Uois  made  war  uiM)n  the  Ottawas,  who  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Ottawa  river  in  Canada,  and  drove  them  as  far  the  hind 
of  the  Chippewas,  In  the  Northern  peninsula  of  Michigan,  and  tht-  (  hiujie- 
was  helped  them  repulse  the  Iroquois,  who  thenceforth  seldom  sought  a  war- 
path so  far  to  the  north. 

The  eelehratetl  Father  Marquette,  accompanied  by  l-ather  Dabion,  visited 
the  Chipi^ewas  in  7668  and  established  a  mission  for  them  at  Sault  .Sie 
Mane,  and  soun  after  that  established  that  of  St.  fisprit  for  the  Ottawas 
near  the  western  extremity  of  Lake  Superior.  But  about  1670.  the  Ottawas, 
finding  they  were  no  longer  molested  by  the  Iroquois,  established  their  prin- 
cipal village  on  the  island  of  Mackinac  and  Father  Marquette  founded  a 
mission  for  them  just  across  the  strait  at  St.  Ignace,  in  1671. 

'From  their  village  the  Ottawas  explored  southward  by  means  of  their 
famous  hunting  boats,  and  thus  found  Grand  river  and  doubtless  first 
entered  the  Sauk  country  in  this  manner.  Coveting  it  for  their  own,  plans 
were  timde  for  its  capture.  One  part  .started  from  Mackinaw,  coming  down 
Lake  Huron  and  entered  the  country  from  Saginaw  bay,  while  another  came 
by  way  of  Lake  Michigan  and  Grand  river,  and  the  conflicts  resulted  in  the 
remnant  of  Sauks  fleeing  terror-stricken  down  Grand  river  and  across  the 
lake,  where  they  Ijecame  the  Sacs  of  Wisconsin. 

About  1707  the  Miamis  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Detroit,  and  the 
Pottawattomies  then  left  Wisconsin  and  esrabli-shetl  their  chief  seats  along 
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the  St.  Joseph  river  in  Miciiigan  aiid  spread  nurtliuaixl  to  ihe  counlr\  chiiiucJ 
by  the  Ottawas  and  the  three  tribes  inhabiting  Michigan  formed  a  peaceful 
alliance,  which  lasted  over  one  hunr!red  and  thirty  years. 

EARLY  BXPLOKEKS. 

Commanding  a  l-Vench  explorhig  expetlition.  (ieorgc  Carrier  saile<1  up 
iliv  rwt-r  St.  I.awre'icc  to  Montreal  in  1535,  and  formally  took  possession 
oL  all  the  iuiin!r\  ]n  tiie  iiaine  of  King  Francis  I — calling  it  New  France. 
He  nuitic  alteinpt.s  to  estabtish  settlements,  but  all  were  aoatidoned  in  154.3, 
and  for  more  than  tifty  years  conditions  in  the  mother  covmtry  entirely 
prevented  the  I'rench  p^ple  from  making  use  of  Cartier's  discoveries. 

In  1603,  Champlain,  the  French  mariner  and  discoverer  led  an  exjiedi- 
tion  to  Quebec,  made  a  settlement  there,  and  founded  the  colony  of  Canada. 
From  Quebec  and  Montreal,  established  soon  after,  adventurous  Frenchmen 
—explorers,  fur  traders  and  missionaries — ^pushed  westward.  The  French 
began  a  system  of  dealing  with  the  Indians  which  at  once  gained  their  confi- 
dence and  respect.  They  assimilated  Indian  habits,  treated  them  as  equals, 
took  wives  from  aniong^  their  fl'njsrhtcrs  and — with  the  exception  of  the 
Iro(|t!ois — -fmm  that  time  until  tlu-  decline  of  FVench  power  on  this  continent 
the  Indian  tnbe.-  (  unleriiig  on  the  St.  Lawrence  ami  Great  Lakes  were  their 
iaithtul  friends  antl  allies. 

The  English  had  settled  in  X'irginia  in  1606.  and  1609  a  Dutch  vessel, 
commanded  by  Captain  Hudson,  had  sailed  up  the  river  now  bearing  his 
name.  These  events  were  followed  by  the  landing  of  the  I'ilgrims  from  the 
"Mayflower"  in  1620  and  in  1623  by  permanent  Dutch  settlements  at  Xew 
Amsterdam.  Thus  there  were  three  distinct  streams  of  emigration,  which 
htgan  to  make  their  way  westward  from  the  Atlantic  coast  and  to  all  appear- 
ances the  French,  having  such  ample  water  commtmication  via  the  Great 
i.,akes  and  river  St.  l^wrence,  had  much  the  greatest  advantage  in  the  race 
for  empire — at  least  '^o  far  a<  Michigan  was  concerned 

In  1671,  the  same  \car  that  heather  iMarqin'ttc  Imik  (he  tnissii'ii  at  Point 
St.  Ignace  for  the  Ottawas.  a  ^cene  was  eii  u  led  at  the  Saitit  (h^  Saint  .\fane 
of  great  significance  to  the  French  particiiiants,  ol  awe  and  wonder  to  the 
savages  assembled,  also  of  historical  interest  Co  all  who  occupy  tlie  land 
today.  We  refer  to  the  taking  possession  of  the  present  state  of  Michigan 
and  adjacent  lands  by  St.  Lusson.  in  the  name  of  I^uis  Xl\\  King  of 
France.  St.  Lusson.  a  French  officer,  had  been  sent  out  in  1670  by  the 
intendant  of  Canada  to  search  for  minerals  in  the  Lake  Superior  region. 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


443 


Returning  to  the  straits,  he  determined  to  signalize  the  expedition  by  an 
imposing  ceremony,  lie  called  together  all  the  tribes  of  llie  lake  cowitry, 
and  the  savages,  already  favorably  disposed  toward  the  French,  and  also 
fond  of  councils,  ceremonies  and  speeches  had  promptly  responded  to  the 
call,  there  being  no  less  than  fourteen  tribal  organizations  represented  in  the 
assemblage.  There  also  were  French  voj'ageurs  who  had  lived  for  years 
on  the  streams  and  in  the  forests  and  had  become  half-Indian  in  dress,  man- 
ner and  appearance.  Of  these,  Nicholas  Perrott,  the  interpreter  and  historian 
of  the  expedition  was  present,  ulso  Louis  Joliet,  the  famous  explorer,  and 
four  Jesuit  missionaries,  viz. :  Claiule  Dablon,  Gal^riel  Dniblettes,  Louis 
Andre  and  Claude  Allouez,  who  had  rejiorted  tlie  cHscovcry  of  copper  ore 
in  large  quantities  upon  a  return  from  a  tour  to  \hv  T  ake  Superior  rei^ion  in 
1666.  The  great  man  of  the  assenililayc.  in  tlu-  c\t--^  of  hoth  whites  and 
Indians,  caused  a  large  wooden  cross  to  be  iireiKLieil,  iil-o  a  cedar  post  to 
which  wa*?  attached  the  arms  of  France.  When  ail  \vas  in  readines;?  the 
coniniimdci  kd  forward  hi?  lourteen  followers,  fully  armed  and  equipped. 
Dablon  blessed  the  cross ;  it  was  then  raised  and  planted  in  the  ground,  while 
the  Frenchmen  sang  the  "Vexilla  Regis."  The  post  bearing  the  arms  of 
France  was  then  placed  beside  the  cross,  with  singing  and  prayer  for  the 
French  King  by  one  of  the  priests.  Holding  his  drawn  .sword  in  his  right 
hand  Lusson  then  raised  a  sod  of  earth  with  his  left  and  in  a  loud  voice, 
and  at  length,  proclaimed  the  sovereignty  of  France  over  lands  discovered 
and  to  be  discovered,  "bounded  on  the  one  side  l)y  the  seas  of  the  North  and 
West,  and  on  the  other  by  the  South  Sea;"  declaring  to  the  natives  their 
vassalship  of  His  Majesty,  in  return  promising  them  succor  and  protection 
against  the  invasion  of  their  enemies — "I-orig:  live  the  King."  "T^>ng  live 
the  King,'"  repeated  the  Freiiciimen  present — and  the  thousands  of  savages 
yelled  in  unison. 

The  prLi!).iltie  rt-ason  the  Indian-  so  readily  accepted  this  sovereignty, 
was  lx:cause  of  their  fear  of  the  terrible  irtjipiois,  whose  native  valor  had  by 
this  time  become  more  dangerous,  by  means  of  the  muskets  and  ammunition 
supplied  them  by  their  friends,  the  Dutch  of  New  Amsterdam.  This  was 
uppermost  in  their  minds  probably  when  they  so  readily  acquiesced,  but  St. 
Lusson  and  his  band  had  other  objects  in  view  and  were  quietly  working  for 
the  possession  of  all  territory  visited  by  their  trading  and  exploring  parties 
which  extended  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  ceremony  was  concluded  by  a  talk  from  Father  Dablon. 
followed  by  the  drawing  up  of  a  statement  of  the  whole  transaction.  While 
this  could  not  give  possession  it  did  give  legal  title  in  the  eyes  of  the  French, 
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and  was  aiierward  made  good  by  the  erection  of  forts  and  trading  poijts 
through  the  country,  by  protection  to  the  Indians,  and  none  disputed  this 
right  except  their  ancient  enemies,  the  Dutch  and  English. 

The  traders,  explorers  and  missionaries  traversed  the  region  for  the 
next  thirty-five  or  forty  years  in  their  different  callings,  and  the  friendship 
between  the  French  and  the  tribes  inhabiting  Michigan  endured  more  than 
half  a  century  and  was  scarce  severed  when  throughout  Canada  and  the 
Northwest  the  Gallic  flag  went  down  in  defeat  before  the  conquering  Anglo- 
Saxon.  The  English  wanted  territory  and  in  1754  was  b^^  the  old  French 
and  Indinn  Wrtr,  which  finally  resulted  in  the  acornrine:  hy  the  Rnglish  of  ait 
the  French  territory  east  of  the  Mississippi,  ami  in  I'ebruary,  1763,  the 
treaty  of  peace  was  signed  between  France  and  luigland. 

CHIEF  PONTIAC. 

When  the  Indians  were  told  of  this  they  were  furious,  and  a  great  upris- 
ing was  planned  by  Pontiac,  a  full-blooded  Ottawa,  and  head  chief  of  the 
tribe  here — then  about  fifty  years  old.  Htstoiy  points  him  out  as  excelling 
in  sagacity  and  strat^;y  any  Indian  chief  known.  He  gathered  all  the  tribes 
of  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  north  together  and  the  destruction  of  all  the 
English  F'"-?  -  and  _i;.trrisons  were  to  take  jilace  on  a  certain  day — a  war  of 
complete  cxteniunHtion.  The  feelinas  qt  the  Indians  are  well  exprfssed  in 
the  following  historically  authentic.ited  facts.  Major  Rogers,  with  his 
rangers,  was  sent  to  Detroit  to  replace  ihe  Frencli  with  an  English  garrison, 
and  on  nearing  the  post  he  was  met  by  Pontiac  and  his  followers.  "What 
is  your  business  in  my  cotmtry,  and  how  dare  you  enter  it  without  my  per- 
mission?" was  the  haitghty  demand  of  the  Indian  chief.  Rogers  told  his 
enand.  Pontiac  re(4ied  with  dignity,  'T  stand  in  the  path."  Again  in  part 
of  a  speech  of  another  chief  to  an  English  trader,  "Eng^shman,  although 
you  have  conquered  the  French,  you  have  not  yet  conquered  us.  We  are 
not  your  slaves.  These  lakes,  these  woods,  were  left  to  us  by  our  ancestors, 
they  are  our  inheritance,  and  we  will  part  with  them,  to  none."  But  the 
race  that  was  to  usurp  them  was  at  hand,  and  needless  to  say,  after  numer- 
0115;  attempt?  to  foil  the  Fntrlish,  Pontiac  renounced  forever  his  scheme,  and 
the  greatest  chief  that  e\  er  walked  the  trails  through  this  beautiful  valley, 
had  to  give  way  to  the  greater  race,  l^arknian,  the  historian,  says  of  him ; 
"The  American  forest  never  produced  a  man  more  shrewd,  politic  and  ambi- 
tious." In  1766,  iie  submitted  to  English  rule  and  was  murdered  in  1769 
in  Cahokia,  a  village  on  the  Mississippi,  near  St.  Ixnus,  by  an  Illinois  Indian, 
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who  had  been  bribed  to  do  the  deed  by  an  English  trader.  He  was  buried 
with  all  the  honors  of  war  by  his  friend.  St  Auge,  French  commandant  at 
St.  Ixmis,  but  the  Ottawas  sprang  to  arms  to  avenge  his  death  and  almost 
exterminated  the  Illinois  tribe. 

Then  came  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  the  formation  of  a  new 
government,  but  it  wa?  before  the  Britisli  surrendered  the  post  of 

Detroit  to  the  Lnited  States  and  not  tintil  then  did  the  government  obtain 
any  control  ol  ilic  territory  now  known  as  the  >tatt*  of  Michigan.  In  1807 
General  Hnll  made  an  agrceuient  wiUi  the  ehieli.  01  the-  (  )lta\\as,  Pottavvat- 
omies  and  (  hi])iKLwas,  bv  which  they  ceded  a  large  ix;rtiun  of  their  laiidtj  in 
ea:siera  Miclugan  to  the  United  States  government.  War  was  again  declared 
in  1812,  in  which  the  Indians  joined  forces  with  the  British,  but  with  the 
victory  of  the  United  States,  all  hopes  of  the  Indians  for  holding  onto  their 
lands  were  vanquished — peace  and  protection  were  generously  extended  to 
them  by  the  government,  and  then  the  war-like  career  of  this  great  league, 
which  had  extended  for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  was  at  an  end.  They 
no  longer  kept  strictly  to  tribes  and  when  the  whites  came  here  it  was  no 
unusual  thing  to  find  bands  of  Indians  made  up  of  Indians  from  ali  three 
tribes. 

SAGINAW  TREATY  OF  1819. 

Soon  after  the  elusc  vf  iHi?.  it  l)rcaine  e\ideiit  General  Ca--.,  then 
governor  of  this  territur\-.  thai  xwow  latid  wonld  iiavc  to  he  acquired  from 
the  Indians  to  accommodate  tiie  immigration  rapidly  moving  we.stvvar<i,  so 
•  he  obtained  authority  from  the  government  to  proceed  in  the  matter  of 
securing  further  cessions,  and  he  called  for  the  convening  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  Chippewas  at  Saginaw,  in  September,  18 19.  Here  occurred  the  first 
cession  of  lands  included  in  what  is  now  Ionia  county.  Accompanied  by 
quite  a  retinue.  General  Cass  set  out  on  horseback  from  Detroit  on  Septem- 
ber 7,  arriving  at  Saginaw  on  September  10.  Two  small  vessels  which  had 
left  Detroit  a  few  days  before  had  already  arrived.  They  were  loaded  with 
subsistence  stores,  silver  coin  to  ])ay  for  the  lands  expected  to  be  ceded,  and 
goods  intended  for  presents.  They  brought  also  a  company  of  the  Third 
United  States  infantry,  under  command  of  Captain  Cass  (brother  of  Gen- 
eral Cass)  who  had  disembarked  his  command  and  encamped  on  the  bank 
of  the  stream.  These  ^^■ere  thought  to  be  necessary  in  case  of  an  attempt 
at  violence  by  some  of  the  l)ands. 

General  Cass  found  a  large  nunil>cr  of  Indians  assembled  but  not  so 
many  as  he  had  expected,  so  he  despatched  rimners  to  the  villages  m  the 
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interior,  urging  the  chitfs  to  come  and  join  the  council.  When  all  prepara- 
tions  were  complete,  the  council  opened  in  a  large  bower,  which  by  direction 
of  General  Cas$  had  been  built  by  Louis  Campau,  the  trader,  on  the  banks 

of  the  Saginaw  river.  All  around  this  structure,  crowding  close  to  the  line, 
which  they  were  not  allo^xerl  to  cross,  ^\'cre  sfjiiaws  nnrl  jjapoc^es  from  every 
band  of  the  Saginaw  Chippewa  tnbc.  caycr  to  look  upon  the  mysterious 
cc rctiKmics.  JCexl  inside  the  line  were  the  young  men  and  warriors,  while 
niiliin  liieir  circle,  sealed  on  trunics  oi  trees  placed  there  for  the  purpose, 
were  the  chiefs,  tliose  of  liigh  rank  being  clustered  around  a  low  platform 
of  logs  on  which  were  seated  General  Cass  and  retinue  and  also  many  Indian 
traders.  General  Cass  opened  the  council  by  an  address  to  the  Indians 
throttgh  his  interpreters.  He  told  them  the  President  of  the  United  State.s 
desired  to  preserve  the  peace  which  had  been  established  between  their  tribes 
and  the  government,  that  he  had  their  welfare  at  heart,  wished  them  to 
change  their  mode  of  life  by  depending  more  upon  agriculture  and  less  on 
hunting  and  fishing.  He  explained  that  the  government  wished  to  purchase 
their  lands  for  the  u.«e  of  white  settlers,  would  pay  them  a  generous  price, 
and  that  other  ]rtn<!s.  ain])]e  in  extent  and  as  fertile,  would  be  set  apart  for 
the  perpetual  use  ui  themselves  and  ihcir  children. 

The  oriiiinal  u!>ject  of  Cknerai  Cass  was  not  only  to  induce  the  Indians 
to  cede  their  lands,  but  to  consent  to  remove  from  the  peuinsula  and  locate 
on  tracts  to  ])t  selected  tor  them  west  of  Lake  Michigjm,  or  i>erhaps  west 
of  the  Mississippi.  This  being  apparent  in  his  opening  speech  it  roused  the 
opi)osition  and  resentment  of  all  the  chiefs  to  such  a  degree  as  to  threaten  a 
suspension  of  all  negotiations.  The  first  Indian  who  spoke  in  reply  to  Gen- 
eral Cass  was  Kish-kaw-ko,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Saginaws.  He  spoke 
in  a  violent  and  angry  manner  agiiinst  the  ceding  of  their  lands  and  advised 
the  breaking  up  of  the  council.  He  was,  however,  considerably  under  the 
efTect  of  liquor  at  the  time  and  on  this  account,  his  speech  had  less  eflPect 
than  that  of  Oye-onaw-ke-ke-to.  who  immediately  followed  in  a  speech  far 
less  violent,  but  quite  as  much  opi)osed  to  General  Cass's  plan.  Other  chiefs 
si)(>ke  in  the  same  vein  aud  w  hen  the  council  was  ended  tor  the  day  the  pros- 
pect for  the  concln-i.jii  cii  a  trcar^  \\  as  tar  from  favorable,  and  at  the  close 
General  Lass  told  the  chiefs  in  a  fnenilly  way  to  go  to  their  wigwams  "and 
smoke  and  talk  the  matter  over  together.''  while  he  retired  in  a  .state  of 
disappointment  and  anxiety.  There  was  one  favorable  circumstance  how- 
ever. Kish-kaw-ko  had  reached  a  state  of  helpless  intoxication,  remaining 
in  that  condition  eight  or  ten  days^  not  making  his  appearance  until  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  had  been  agreed  upon. 
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The  Indians  retired  sullen  and  almost  rebellious  and  no  other  session 
of  the  council  was  held  for  several  days.  In  the  meantime  powerful  influ- 
ences had  been  brought  to  bear  on  them  by  the  fur-traders,  in  whom  they 
had  great  coqpdence.  The  trader,  Jacob  Smith,  was  in  especial  favor  among 
the  chiefs  and  he  was  in  favor  of  the  cession  because  he  expected,  and 
eventually  did  receive,  choice  reserv  ations  of  land  for  his  children.  Other 
traders  stood  in  the  same  positifiti  And  it  was  because  of  their  work  among 
the  chiefs  for  several  da\>  that  tliev  ncarU  overcame  the  oj)] m )--it!< 'H,  and 
General  Cass  re-cunveiicd  the  cliieis  and  \\  a^rlo^■^  in  the  couneil  houst:.  Gen- 
eral Cass,  having  found  out  that  the  Indians  were  bitterly  Im.^tile  to  the 
plan  lor  rcniuving  iheni  hev^nd  Luke  Michig^an,  and  thai  it  that  uieasurf 
were  insisted  upon  it  would  probably  result  in  the  failure  of  the  treaty,  had 
ceased  to  press  that  proposition  and  substituted  for  it  the  plan  of  granting 
tribal  and  individual  reservations  within  the  tract  to  be  ceded.  This  wrought 
such  a  favorable  change  among  the  chiefs  that  the  parties  had  little  difficulty 
in  agreeing  on  the  terms,  which  were  virtually  concluded  at  this  sitting,  and 
all  that  remained  to  be  done  was  to  engross  it  in  due  form  and  affix  the 
signatures  of  the  commissioner,  chiefs  and  witnesses. 

The  next  day,  Septemlier  24,  the  third  and  last  session  was  held  and 
the  treaty  was  signed.  The  Indian  attendance  was  much  larger  than  at  any 
previous  meeting,  being  estimated  at  fully  two  thousand  chiefs  and  warriors; 
while  still  a  greater  number  of  women  and  children  were  crowded  on  the 
outskirts.  The  ceremony  of  signing  the  treaty  was  made  as  imposing  as 
possible,  the  f^r<;t  name  of  course  being  I^wis  Cass,  T'nited  States  Tndian  . 
commissioner,  and  this  was  followed  bv  the  tokens  of  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen Chippewa  and  Ottawa  ^hief-.  even  that  of  Ki^h-Kaw-Ki  1,  who  had 
finally  come  out  fn  in  li;-  stupor  of  intoxication.  After  signing,  a  large 
table  wa<^  i)lated  l)efori  the  commissioner,  and  great  piles  of  silver  half- 
doUars  were  paid  out  to  the  representatives  of  the  several  bands.  After 
payments  had  been  made  General  Cass  ordered  that  five  barrels  of  govern- 
ment whisky  be  opened  and  their  contents  be  dealt  out  to  the  Indians.  An  _ 
orgy  followed,  bpt  they  were  at  length  pacified  and  retired  to  their  wig\\'ams 
to  sleep  off  the  effects  of  the  whisky,  but  after  they  had  recovered  were 
friendly  and  tractable  and  even  after  Cass  and  his  assistants  had  started  for 
home  itiey  sent  a  messenger  to  overtake  him  and  express  to  him  their  satis- 
faction over  the  treaty. 

By  this  treaty  of  1819  the  Indians  ceded  to  the  United  States  an  area 
of  territory  estimated  at  about  six  million  acres  of  land  C  including  part  of 
Ionia  county),  for  whtdi  the  government  agreed  to  pay  the  Chippewa  nation 
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(it  mostly  lay  in  their  domain)  annimlly,  forever,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars  in  silver  coin,  and  also  that  the  annuities  of  previous  treaties  should 
thereafter  be  paid  in  silver.  The  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Greenville  (1795), 
giving  die  Indians  a  right  to  hunt  and  fish  at  will  upon  the  ceded  lands,  so 
long  as  they  remained  the  property  of  the  United  States,  were  applied  to 
I  this  treaty  They  were  also  permitted  to  make  sugar  whenever  they  chose 
u]K>n  the  land  during  the  same  period,  but  without  any  unnecessary  waste 
of  ttees. 

CHICAGO  TREATY  Of  1&21. 

The  eastern  part  of  Ionia  county  having  been  ceded  to  the  government 
by  the  Saginaw  treaty  of  1 819,  the  southwestern  part  was  ceded  as  part  of 
a  large  tract  by  the  Chicago  treaty  of  182 1.  It  was  concluded  at  Chicago  in 
182 1  by  Gen.  Lewis  Cass  and  Hon.  Solomon  Sibley,  commissioners, 
and  the  chiefs  of  the  Ottawas,  Chippewas  and  Pottawattomie  nations.  In 
consideration  of  this  session  the  United  States  agreed  to  pay  the  Ottawas 
one  thousand  dollars  a  year  forever,  besides  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  yeai 
for  fifteen  years  to  support  a  blacksmith,  a  teacher  and  a  farmer,  and  also 
the  right  to  hunt  and  fish  and  make  sugar  while  the  land  remained  the  prop- 
erty of  the  government.  Arrangement  was  also  made  with  the  Pottawat- 
tomies. 

WASHINGTON  TR£ATY  OP  I836. 

But  a  treaty  more  important  in  its  results  than  either  the  Saginaw  or 
Chicago  treaties — by  which  the  government  was  ceded  Keene,  Otisco  and 
Orleans  townships  in  Ionia  county,  as  a  small  part  out  of  a  large  tract — ^was 
concluded  at  Washington,  D.  C,  March  28,  1836,  lietween  Hon.  Henry 
R.  Schoolcraft,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  of  the 
Ottawa  and  Chippewa  tribes.  Out  of  the  immense  tract  ceded  at  this  time 
the  Indians  reserved  one  tract  of  a  thousand  acres  on  Little  Traverse  bay, 
a  tract  of  twenty  thousand  acres  on  the  north  shore  of  Grand  Travers  bay, 
besides  other  tracts  lying  in  the  northern  part  of  the  southern  peninsula  and 
northern  peninsula  of  Michigan. 

In  consideration,  the  United  States  agreed,  first,  to  pay  the  Ottawas  and 
Chippewas  the  sums,  viz. :  $30,000  in  specie  everv^  year  for  twenty  years, 
of  which  $18,000  was  to  l>e  paid  to  the  Indians  l)etvveen  Grand  river  and 
Cheboygan;  $3,600  to  those  Indians  on  the  siiore^  of  l.akc  Huron  between 
Chelx)ygan  and  Thunder  Bay  river:  $7,400  to  the  Indians  of  the  Chippewa 
nation  north  of  the  straits  a.s  far  as  the  cession  runs,    1  he  remaining  $1,000 
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to  be  invested  in  stocks  by  the  treasury  department,  and  not  to  be  sold  until 
the  expiration  of  twenty-one  years.  Second — Five  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  for  purposes  of  education  to  continue  for  twenty  years,  and  as  long 
after  that  as  Congress  might  appropriate;  $3,000  for  missions,  s\:l)ject  to 
various  conditions;  ^lo.ooo  lor  agricultural  imijlcmetii s,  cattle,  tools,  etc., 
$300  per  dununi  tor  uicdicmes,  physician-,  etc..  while  the  Indians  stayed  on 
the  reservation;  provisions  to  the  amount  of  S_',ooo- -6,500  packages  of 
tobacco,  100  l>arre]s  of  salt,  500  barrels  vi  tish  annually  for  twenty  years; 
$150,000  in  goods,  provisions,  etc.,  on  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  to  be 
delivered  at  Midiilimaddnac 

Other  liberal  concessions  were  made  to  some  old  chiefs  who  had  been 
friendly  to  the  government  during  the  War  of  1812,  also  to  the  half-breed 
children  of  white  fathers,  in  lieu  of  reservations.  The  tribes  also  had  the 
right  to  occupy  the  ceded  lands  until  desired  by  white  settlers.  These  are 
the  three  treaties  affecting  the  lands  in  Ionia  county,  and  there  were  many 
Indians  here  when  white  settlet^  came,  but  they  retired  as  they  had  agreed, 
readily,  though  mournfully,  from  their  old  haunts,  their  cultivated  patches, 
and  their  villages,  to  still  deeper  wilds  in  the  north  wilderness.  They  were 
generally  Ottawas,  a  few  Chippewas.  now  and  then  a  Pottawattomie,  but 
these  had  been  coTn|)leteiy  sul)jected  and  sadly  degenerated  from  the  type 
of  true  \r>rth  American  Indian  descnlKrd  by  early  writers.  Their  tutal 
defeat  in  battle  had  taken  away  all  spirit.  For  many  years  large  numbers 
of  ( )tla\vas  had  been  in  the  habit  oi  jniU<ing  annual  visits  to  Mackinaw  soon 
after  the  close  of  the  sugar-making  season.  Then  large  fleets  of  their  Mack- 
inaw boats,  each  bearing  a  family  and  its  supplies,  would  assemble  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Grand,  have  a  jubilee  and  feast,  then  the  fleet  would  sweep 
northward.  The  return  in  October  was  made  in  the  same  manner.  But 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  those  who  made  Ionia  county  their  home, 
mostly  stayed  during  the  whole  year,  the  rich  bottom  land  of  the  Grand 
affording  them  axnpie  facilities  for  raising  com,  beans,  pumpkins,  ete.,  while 
the  forests,  lakes  and  streams  teemed  with  fish  and  game. 

STORY  OF  AN  OLD  SOKG. 

The  Indians  called  Grand  river  "Wash-te-nong,"  which  meant  iri  their 
language  "The  Beautiful." 

When  securing  material  for  this  history,  many  early-day  residents  spoke 
of  a  song  called  '^ashtenong^'  that  was  ver>'  popular  in  those  days,  bitt 
(29) 
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none  could  remember  the  words,  a.nd  their  being  kept  and  secured  by 
forms  qtiite  a  story  by  itself,  as  they  were  sent,  unsolicited,  Mrs.  Frances 
£.  Bums,  of  St  Louis,  Michigan,  grand  commander  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, a  granddaughter  of  Judge  Yeomans,  she  knowing  that  we  were  seair- 
ing  as  many  facts,  never  before  published,  as  possible.  One  of  Judge  Yeo- 
mans' daughters,  Mrs.  Isaac  Thatcher,  had  a  fine  voice.  She  had  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Sanford  (mother  of  Mrs.  Bums),  whom  she  often  went  to  visit  at  her 
farm  home,  just  west  of  the  Michigan  reformatory.  Quoting  from  Mrs. 
Bums'  letter,  "Often,  when  Aunt  Hattie  came  to  visit  us  at  the  farmhouse, 
we  would  not  know  she  was  there  until  we  would  hear  her  singing'  'Wash- 
tenong.'  She  had  a  magnificent  voice  and  T  was  never  at  her  home,  or  she 
at  our  hn\isf,  tliat  T  did  not  have  her  siii^^  for  me,  and  this  from  the  titiie  1 
was  a  little  child.  One  day  I  stood  watching  her,  as  i  had  d«jne  many  times, 
and  said,  'Why  couldn't  I  learn  that?'  and  she  .said,  "You  could,  easily.'  So 
I  found  an  old  note  book  and  she  just  told  me  the  letters  of  the  keys,  so  I 
have  the  tunc,  which  a  musician  could  pick  out  from  that,  which  I  will  send 
to  you,  together  with  the  words,  which  I  also  wrote  down."  She  was  but 
seven  years  old  when  her  family  came  to  Ionia  and  soon  learned  to  talk  with 
the  Indians. 

WASHTKNONQ. 

An  emerald  biiiik  of  womlltind  tiowern. 

Rpspfinjriofi  vrUh  brtsrbt  rt)st»:ite  floweiw. 
BejElrts  tills  t>eaute<)tts  forest  titr«tiiM 
Tbnt  Klfde«  ufar  like  fairy  drenin: 
Where  wild  hirds  with  their  tOOmI  s<>n>r 
Cliiint  prHiae  to  tbee.  f))lr  WiiKlitenoofc. 

Here  <1ne<!  the  wild  deer  feed  ;ind  liive 
Hia  griipeful  lluibs  beiientii  thy  wave; 
In  stately  form  nnd  conacloits  pride 

The  wild  fDwIs  o'er  thy  hilhnvs-  jrllde: 
While  whii;>-)ioor- wills  tiinti  peuaive  soug 
'Mid  thy  frtir  fcrnym,  fnlr  Wnalitenoiur. 

Here  bark  ciuioes  that  uiht  «U«l  rest 
Hpon  tlijr  bomm'8  plncld  bretiMt. 
Have  flonte«l  down  rinie'.s  trnekloss  shore 
A  uime  they've  left,  and  uotbiug  more. 
Metbiuks  tlie  Indian  maiden's  nmg 
*  l4imentfi  for  tiiee,  flair  WnrtiteDong^. 

Here  wandered  red  men.  free  ae  air. 

O'er  hin  nnd  valley.  everywi)pr»i ; 
Kut  plowmen  now  t^um  sncretl  sod 
Where  forest  kings  had  ever  tnd; 
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Whom  lust  sad  echoins  is  «  eong, 
ReTeaUttg  love  f6r  Washtenong. 

TboQ  beMHteous  atrenm,  tlioa'rt  all  Mg^ow, 
So  fredy  do  thy  walers  flow  ; 
Now,  windUiK  UuruugU  high  tuweriug  steop<» 
^  By  fertile  ^'ule  tby  oiunDUrB  mreep; 

Tbeu  King  thee  on  tliy  genUe  song, 
We  love  It  well,  fair  Wnsbtenong. 

EARLY  LIFE  ALONG  OKAND  KIVfcR, 

It  is  strange  in  contemplating  the  Grand  today,  and  which  we  really 
pay  very  little  attention  to,  so  long  as  tt  keeps  quietly  within  its  banks,  that 
it  once  played  so  important  a  part  in  the  life  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  part 
of  Michigan.  That  is,  it  was  really  the  great  important  highway,  to  easily 
reach  other  points  to  the  east,  by  the  way  of  Maple,  with  a  short  cut  across 
at  a  certain  point  of  a  few  miles  to  a  branch  of  the  Saginaw ;  brought  travel- 
ers to  easy  access  of  Lake  Huron  districts,  and  this  was  a  much  traveled 
way  long  before  the  cc^ming  of  the  whites,  and  soon  after  their  coming  a 
canal  to  connect  the  Maple  and  Saginaw  rivers  was  planned,  to  do  away, 
in  large  measure,  witVi  the  ]on^  distance  by  the  way  of  Mackinaw  straits ;  and 
much  work  w  as  drine,  hut  ci'w  cn  up  on  accomit  of  lack  of  state  funds.  The 
Ottawa  Indians  iistd  the  river  much  jn  j;''oinf'-  lx-t\vcen  their  villages  along 
its  way,  and  also  in  their  excursions  to  and  from  their  principal  town  of 
Mackinaw,  as  did  also  the  I  rencli  traders,  who  Ijegan  to  come  into  the  stale 
soon  after  1750,  and  many  had  trading  posts  along  Grand  river  far  east  of 
Ionia.  And  it  is  with  the  more  prominent  of  those,  hwlh  French  and  Indian, 
who  are  known  to  have  lived  along  the  river  in  the  days  preceding  the  coming 
of  white  settlers  that  this  review  is  devoted.  The  Indian  villages  that  are 
known  were,  a  large  one  at  Grand  Rapids,  also  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  Flat 
river  near  where  Lowell  is  now  situated,  one  at  Ionia,  one  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Maple  between  Muir  and  Lyons  and  one  in  Dant^  township.  And  it 
was  near  these  villages  that  the  traders  built  their  log  posts,  when  they 
began  to  come  into  the  state. 

America's  oldest  industry,  and  which  still  thrives,  is  the  fur  trade,  begin- 
ning in  this  cotmtry  in  161 5,  when  a  syndicate  of  Holland  fur  traders  and 
ship  owners  colonized  a  few  families  on  Manhattan  islamd,  now  New  York, 
for  the  purpose  of  {Mreparing  furs  received  in  barter  from  the  Indians  for 
shipment  to  Holland.  In  1624  the  Dutch  West  India  Company  sent  thirty 
families,  most  of  the  men  being  fur  dressers,  to  Manhattan;  a  part  of  this 
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rolony  bein^  sent  up  xht  river  to  Beaverwyck,  now  called  Albany,  and  this 
company  soon  buik  up  a  large  and  profitable  business,  sendinq-  their  furs  to 
Leipsic.  And  today  sixty-five  per  cent  of  the  fur  trade  ot  this  nation  is 
done  in  New  York,  and  the  work  oi  convertint/  fur  into  wearing  apparel 
gives  employment  to  about  fifteen  thousand  men  and  wurneri,  and  the  annual 
trade  in  finished  product  is  about  thirty-five  million  dollars.  The  founda^ 
tions  of  the  fortunes  of  the  Astors  and  many  other  old  families  of  New 
York  were  made  in  the  fur  trade.  When  the  first  John  Jacob  Astor  was 
coming  as  an  emigrant  to  the  New  World,  he  met  a  fur  merchant  on  board 
ship,  and  resolved  that  he  would  make  that  his  business.  He  learned  his 
trade  f  rcrni  an  old  Quaker  next  to  the  Quaker  meeting  house  in  what  is  now 
liberty  Place.  In  1809  he  completed  his  plans  for  competition  against  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  and  opened  a  diain  of  fur  bu>ing  posts  from  the 
Great  Lakes  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  had  fur-trading  ships  plying  between 
the  Pacific  coast  and  the  fur  markets  on  the  coast  of  China.  And  it  was  his 
representatives  that  largely  did  business  along  Grand  river  for  some  years 
before  the  coming  of  the  whiff  settlers. 

The  first  authentic  reference  to  Grand  river  of  which  there  is  record 
is  the  certificate  of  baptism  of  Charlotte  Catherine  Langdale,  l)orn  at  Grand 
River  in  Januan,',  1756,  the  daufyhter  of  Charles  Langdale  and  Charlotte 
Amhroise  Bourassa,  the  baptism  being  given  by  Father  he  France,  a  Jesuit 
minister,  at  die  mout|i  of  Grand  river.  In  1779,  the  sloop  "Felicity"  came 
from  Mackinac  to  secure  one  hundred  and  sixty  bags. of  com  belonging  to 
PoUitt  Chaboly,  and  as  this  was  located  about  twenty  leagues  up  the  river, 
canoes  were  secured  at  the  nearest  Indian  village  to  go  after  the  com  and 
bring  it  down  to  be  loaded  on  the  sloop.  In  the  year  1778  there  were  licenses 
granted  to  a  number  of  men  to  carry  on  trading  with  the  Indians,  and'  noth< 
ing  is  known  of  them  except  that  they  were  French  or  half-breeds. 

These  fur  traders  were  governed  by  certain  rules  issued  by  the  respec- 
tive goveraments  that  in  turn  controlled  this  r^on,  and  a  strict  supervision 
was  held  over  them,  and  the  rules  given  them  were  about  as  follow:  First — 
Your  trade  w-ill  be  confined  to  the  place  to  which  you  are  tiren<;ed.  Sec- 
ond— Your  transactions  with  the  Indians  w'ill  be  fair  and  friendly  trade. 
Third — You  wHll  attend  no  council  held  by  the  Indians.  Fourtli  -\  ou  are 
forbidden  to  take  any  liquors  into  Indian  country.  Fifth — -Should  any  per- 
son attempt  to  trade  without  a  license,  or  sell  any  liquor  to  Indians,  the 
Indians  are  authorized  to  seize  and  use  the  goods  of  such  trader,  and  the 
owner  shall  have  no  claim. 
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With  the  instructions,  license,  and  his  goods,  the  trader  would  go  to 
the  section  where  he  was  authorized  to  do  business^  On  his  arrival  a  council 
of  Indians  would  decide  if  he  might  remain  and  be  their  trader,  and  if  they 
chose  to  let  him  th^  would  give  him  tokens  of  their  good  will,  and  would 
stand  by  him,  expecting  from  him  the  same  treatment  Many  of  the  trado'S, 
to  increase  the  confidence  of  the  Indians,  would  take  an  Indian  wife,  and 
thus  seal  the  proof  of  their  kindly  feelings.  And  frequently  the  Indians 
themselves  demanded  this.  The  alliances  thtis  formed  were  for  one  hun- 
dred moons,  when,  according  to  ( )tta\va  Indian  use,  the  wife  might  l>e  let 
go.  The  French  traders  won  more  respect  and  confidence  than  did  the  Eng- 
lish or  Americans,  l>ecanse  from  the  first  of  the  French  domination  they 
invariably  treated  the  Indians  as  their  fellow  men. 

The  largest  Indian  villag:e  m  Lniia  county,  when  white  settlers  came 
in  1833,  was  Chi-gau-mish-kenc,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maple  river,  on  the 
Grand  between  Lyoub  and  Muir.   The  Indians  numbered  about  800  and  their 
principal  chief  being  Moc-ti-qtia-quasl'i  or  (Co-coosh),  while  Muck-o-da-o- 
quat  (Black  Ooud),  a  renowned  chief,  was  second  in  command.   This  was 
an  old  Indian  settlement  and  many  implements  of  various  kinds  used  by 
the  Indians  have  since  been  found  by  the  whites.    Around  or  near  this 
village  many  traders  gathered  and  erected  their  log  posts.    Among  these, 
about  1830,  came  William  Hunt  from  the  state  of  New  York,  and  at  one 
time  had  for  a  partner  his  brother-in-law,  Elisha  Belcher.   Belcher  was  a 
lawyer  by  profession  and  a  very  active  resident  while  here,  being  the  first 
of  the  legal  profession  to  reside  in  Ionia  cotmty.   He  very  soon  removed  to 
Kalamazoo  and  became  one  of  the  best  lawyers  in  western  Midiigan.  After 
trading  ceased  to  be  profitable  here  Mr.  Hunt  turned  his  attention  to  other 
pnrsnit<;,  and  remained  in  this  vicinity  until  his  death,    There  are  known  to 
have  been  sc\  era!  other  traders  of  more  or  le«g  importance  near  this  village 
besides  I.ouis  ( Teiiereaux,  who  had  quite  a  large  post  some  distance  down 
Grand  river  from  the  Indian  village     He  had  an  Indian  wife  and  must 
have  passed  some  time  amonc|f  the  Indians  as  he  had  a  half-breed  son, 
Louis,  jr.,  ncarini^  manhood  when  the  whites  came.    He  was  a  wild  boy, 
and  soon  after  killed  an  Indian,  for  which  he  was  sent  to  prison  for  a  long 
term  of  years,  and  soon  after  this  his  father- left  "Genereauville,"  as  his 
post  was  known.  Louis  Genereaux  was  very  successful  and  owned  a  lai^ 
bateau,  with  which  his  goods  and  peltries  were  transferred  up  and  down 
Grand  river. 
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SOPHIA  BAIIXY. 

A  very  remark;il)le  hi.ston-  came  to  the  knowled^'^c  of  the  writer,  in 
T^iriuary,  1916,  concerning  people  who  lived  at  this  point,  antedating  any 
known  to  this  date,  and  which  adds  nuuh  to  its  historic  interest. 

In  the  year  1800,  a  httle  girl  was  born  on  tlie  shores  of  Grand  river, 
near  the  present  village  of  Muir,  of  French  and  Indian  parentage.  Het 
father  was  a  noted  trader  by  the  name  of  Joseph  Bailly,  the  name  in  French 
being  spelled  Bailey.  He  was  from  an  old  Montreal  family  whose  full  name 
was  "Bailey  de  Messin."  After  living  for  many  years  at  this  point,  he 
removed  to  Mackinac  island,  and  from  there  afterward  removing  to  the 
present  site  of  the  dty  of  Chicago,  where  there  was  a  town  named  ''Bailly- 
town"  after  him,  and  he  became  immensely  w  ealthy  and  died  there.  Her 
mother  was  an  Indian  princess  of  royal  Mood,  she  being  the  daughter  of  an 
Ottawa  chieftain.  *  Her  name  was  "Bead-way- way,"  but  afterward  she  w'as 
christened  "AnE^eliqne"  by  a  French  priest,  jwobably  at  Detroit  as  they 
often  went  there.  She  was  a  sister  lo  Black  Goud,  who  was  sub-chief  of 
the  village  when  the  whites  came  to  the  valley.  Joseph  Bailly  and  Ange- 
lique  had  six  children — five  sons  and  one  daughter.  Sophia,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Her  brothers  were  Alexis,  who  l>ecaTne  a  merchant  at  St.  Paul, 
on  the  Mississippi;  Joseph,  a  printer;  Mitchell,  a  .sculptor;  Philip,  an  engraver, 
and  Francis,  who  was  Sofdiia's  youngest  and  favorite  brother,  is  mentioned 
in  eariier  histories  of  Ionia  county.  When  her  father,  Joseph  Bailly,  took 
his  five  sons  from  there  to  be  educated  and  learn  thdr  trades,  Francis 
jumped  out  of  the  canoe  and  swam  ashore,  saying  that  he  "did  not  want 
to  be  educated,  but  wished  to  be  a  medicine  man."  He  stayed  home  and 
lived  with  the  Indians,  and  became  renowned  among  them  as  their  greatest 
medicine  man,  and  was  called  by  them  Be-nos-a-way. 

Sophia  traveled  up  and  down  Grand  river  many  times  with  her  father, 
often  making  the  portages  and  going  to  Detroit  When  she  was  about 
twelve  years  old,  her  father  employed  two  Ottawa  Indians  to  take  her  in  a 
canoe  to  Mackinac  island,  where  he  himself  had  previously  located.  She 
arrived  at  the  island  on  the  day  when,  in  consequence  of  the  War  of  18 1 2, 
there  was  a  battle  l>eiwecn  the  American  and  British  soldiers  taking  place, 
and  she  heard  the  lx>oming  of  cannon  and  the  strain.s  of  martial  music.  Her 
father,  fearing  for  the  safety  of  his  daughter,  rehiral  the  Indians  at  an 
exorbitant  price  to  take  her  to  the  home  of  her  eldest  brother,  who  was  con- 
ducting a  trading  post  on  the  Mississippi  river  at  St.  Paul.    Following  a 
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rotite  that  Father  Marquette  had  taken  more  than  a  hundred  years  before, 
the  little  party  passed  along  the  northern  shores  of  Lake  Michigan  and  into 
Green  bay,  up  the  Fox  river,  thence  down  the  Wisconsin  river  into  tiie 
Mississippi  river  and  on  to  St.  Paul.  They  had  passed  through  a  hostile 
country,  among  savage  tribes  where  they  dared  not  speak  above  a  whisper, 
and  to  be  discovered,  meant  certain  death.  But  the  trip  was  made  in  safety 
and  after  spending^  several  years  at  St.  Paul,  the  Uttle  girl  became  a  young 
woman  and  returned  t)y  the  same  route  to  !^Iackinac  island,  where  she  was 
adopted  and  educated  in  French  by  Mme.  l.a  Fromboisc.  There  she  met 
Henry  G.  Graveralt.  son  of  a  GennaTi-Aineruan  Revolutionary  hero,  who 
was  a  resident  of  Mackinac  island  and  afterward  married  him.  She  taught 
a  French  CathoUc  school  for  the  Indians  at  St.  Ignace  for  fifteen  years. 
There  she  raised  her  family,  one  boy  and  two  girls,  Garrett,  Alice  and 
Roseine. 

Just  prior  to  the  Civil  War  the  family  moved  to  Little  Traverse,  now 
Harbor  Springs.  Here  her  son,  Garrett,  organized  the  Indian  company 
known  as  Company  K,  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters,  became  a  lieutenant, 
and  his  father  a  sergeant  in  the  same  company.  With  Grant  he  crossed 
the  Rapidan,  and  plunged  into  the  terrible  Battle  of  the  Wilderness.  The 
company  remained  in  active  service  from  that  time  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
More  than  half  were  killed  and  all  the  rest  wounded.  Garrett  and  his 
father  were  1x)th  Iciiled  in  \hv  campaign  before  Richmond.  Mrs.  Graveralt 
finally  received  a  pension,  and  with  the  back  pay  allowed  built  a  comfortable 
home,  where  she  died  in  iSqi  and  where  her  daughter,  Roseuie,  still  lives. 

From  her  lnother,  Francis  ( Be-noss-a-way ) ,  Mrs.  Graverah  learned 
much  of  the  Indian  manners,  customs,  legends,  and  traditions,  and  was 
noted  for  her  gift  as  a  story-teller.  She  met  and  entertained  General,  after- 
ward President,  Zachary  Taylor,  while  on  tl)e  Mississippi.  She  was  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  James  J.  Strong,  the  Mormon  leader,  who  visited 
her  school  and  told  her  to  never  fear  the  Mormons  as  he  would. see  that 
none  of  them  ever  did  her  any  harm.  She  knew  Schoolcraft,  the  historian; 
Beaumont,  the  famous  stugeon,  and  many  other  noted  people.  By  all  she 
was  wekomed  as  an  exceedingly  interesting  and  weU-informed  wonuui,  and 
a  great  friend  of  the  American  Indian,  whom  she  helped  to  civilize  and 
educate.  Her  stories  have  been  preserved  and  are  given  in  a  lecture  (Mich- 
igan Indians,  their  manners,  customs,  legends  and  traditions)  by  the' son  of 
her  daughter,  Roseine,  John  C.  Wright,  of  Harbor  Springs,  Michigan,  who 
has  also  fHiblished  two  books,  "Lays  of  the  Lakes"  and  "Stories  of  the 
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C  rooked  Tree/'  the  last  largely  consisting  o£  the  legends  of  the  Ottawa 
tribe. 

MANASSEH  HICKEY. 

In  Danby,  on  Grand  river,  in  section  22,  was  the  Indian  village  of 
Peshimuecon  (meaning  Apple-orchard).  It  was  peopled  by  about  one  hun« 
dred  and  fifty  Ottawas  and  Chippewas,  who  seemed  to  have  chosen  the  place 
as  a  permanent  hat«tation,  or  where  they  remained  steadily  for  several 
months  each  year,  their  principal  chief  being  Da-o-mal.  They  had  gardens, 
raised  ccwti,  and  made  quantities  of  maple  sugar.  They  also  easily  secured 
whisky  from  Indian  traders  and  indulged  in  wild  orgies,  but  never  molested 
the  whites  at  any  time.  About  1846  a  missionary  by  the  name  of  Manasseh 
Hickey  ventured  among  thcrn,  in  hopes  of  converting-  them  to  Christianity 
and  adopting-  a  dift'ercnt  mode  of  life.  At  the  time  of  his  coming  they 
were  having  one  ol  their  carousals,  and  were  at  first  inclined  to  resent  his 
Coming^  with  violence.  he  retired,  for  the  present,  Init  left  with  them 
interpreters  he  had  brought  with  him.  Joseph  ami  Mary,  his  wife,  the 
interpreters,  so  mollified  the  Indians  that  they  consented  to  hear  Hickey 
preach  to  thenu  and  he  returned  and,  through  his  interpreters,  delivered  a 
sermon  that  pleased  his  dusky  auditors  so  well  that  they  besought  him  to 
come  again,  and  thus  his  work  was  begun  with  a  promise  of  encouragement. 

John  C(nnpton  also  assisted  Mr.  Hickey  in  preaching,  while  JosejA  and 
Mary  began  school  teaching  among  them.  Finally,  Mr.  Hickey  iiersuaded 
them  to  become  bona-fide  settlers  and  live  in  a  civilized  way.  Many  of  them 
became  converted  to  Christianity  and  they  were  ready  to  encourage  Mr. 
Hickey's  laudaMe  efforts  They,  therefore,  asked  him  to  purchase  land  for 
ttiem,  and  he  at  once  purchased  one  hundred  and  eight  acres  in  section  21, 
in  Danby,  and  this  was  laid  out  in  tweiitv'  lots  and  tlie  Indians  made  clear- 
ings, built  log  houses,  tilled  the  soil,  and  nanieil  the  village  in  remembrance 
of  their  old  Indian  village.  They  gravitated  into  a  ci\ilii:ed  life,  dre.s.sed 
and  lived  like  while  folks,  and  pur.sued  agriculture  with  considerable  zeal 
and  remarkable  industry.  Shortly  after  locating  them  in  their  new  village, 
Mr.  Hickey  obtained  some  financial  assistance  from  a  l>enevolent  lady  living 
in  New  York  for  the  purix>se  of  erecting  a  mission  house.  John  Compton 
selected  the  logs  and  hauled  the  first  load  of  lumber,  the  sawing  Uetng  done 
at  the  Sebewa  mill.  The  house  was  made  in  two  apartments,  in  one  of  which 
school  and  church  services  were  held,  while  the  other  served  as  the  resi- 
dence of  the  teadier  or  missionary.  The  first  teacher  was  John  Compton, 
who  was  also  their  preacher.   T(iey  took  kindly  to  school  and  church  and 
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showed  upon  occasions  a  fervor  and  enthusiasm  seldom  equalled  by  white 
people. 

Mr.  Coinptoii  taught  them  for  quite  a  time.  After  a  while  Mr.  Hickey 
left  for  other  fields  of  work  and  wa.s  succeeded  l)y  Rev.  Mr  While,  who, 
during;  his  residence,  lived  in  the  mission  house.  While  there  his  wite  tUetl 
and  he  married  a  yumg  lady  then  engaged  as  Indian  teacher.  After  a  time 
there  was  deniaiid  f'lr  more  church  anrl  school  room,  so  a  new  building  was 
erected  with  larger  proportions,  Rev.  i\lr.  Shaw  i)reaching  the  dedicatory 
scniion.  Tins  building  was  used  by  the  Indians  for  many  years  and  they 
l)irospered  greatly — ^but  in  1856  they  were  oUiged  to  give  up  their  homes  at 
this  place,  when,  under  act  of  Congress,  they,  along  with  other  bands,  were 
removed  to  Indian  reservations  in  northern  Michigan. 

CHIEF  COBMOOSA. 

There  was  also  a  large  Indian  village  at  Ionia,  located  al)out  where 
the  Fere  Marquette  car  ^hnp'^  now  stand,  presided  over  V»v  rnb-moo-sa,  an 
ln(han  of  irau  h  ditniU}-  aiid  manhness.  The  real  Indian  name  of  Cob-moo- 
sa  was  one  meaning  "Great  W^alker,"  whieli  in  the  Indian  tons^ne,  \va.S 
"Weeb-moo-sa,"  there  heinsf  reallv  no  meanini;  t^  tlie  wf^rd  "Cob-tni  >i  j->a.'' 
But  the  Indian  \\eird>  were  no  eav\-  thing-  i,;r  the  whiter  10  speak  and  this 
was  the  name  by  which  he  and  liis  Uunily  were  always  known.  This  was 
made  known  by  J.  O.  Hooker,  01  Lowell,  the  oldest  resident,  who  knew 
them  well.  Cob-moo-sa  was  second  in  command  of  the  Flat  River  hands, 
and  their  general  encampment  was  at  the  mouth  of  that  river.  They  had 
been  told  by  Mr.  Dexter,  when  .he  located  his  land  the  fall  before,  that  he 
intended  to  return  the  following  spring  with  a  colony,  but  the  spring  was 
so  far  advanced  before  the  colony  put  in  an  appearance  that  the  Indians 
had  given  up  their  coming  and  had  put  in  their  com  and  gardens  and  dis- 
liked to  give  them  up — Ixit  upon  being  paid  twenty-five  dollars  by  Mr. 
Dexter  for  these  and  five  bark  wigwams,  they  gave  up  their  village  and 
moved  a  little  further  away.  It  was  learned  that  the  chief  moved  about 
four  miles  down  the  Grand  river,  and  for  some  years  made  his  home  on 
what  became  the  farm  of  Hon.  Alonzo  Sessions,  now  owned  by  the  conntv 
of  Ionia  for  a  cotuity  home.  TTis  wigwam  was  in  the  bend  of  the  creek 
south  of  where  the  barn  now  stands. 

Tn  January.  1016.  the  writer  learned  from  J.  Hooker,  the  ohiest 
living  settler  of  I.owcll,  Michigan,  many  things  of  interest  in  regard  to  life 
in  the  early  days.    Mr.  Hooker  was  a  boy  seven  years  of  age  when  he  came 
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overland  with  his  family  by  means  of  an  ox  team,  from  Li\  ing.-ion  county, 
New  York,  to  the  present  site  of  Saranac,  arriving  there  July  2,  1837, 
removing  to  Lowell,  December  7,  1H46.  He  is  sure  that  the  first  team  that 
went  through,  under  the  hills,  to  Alonzo  Sessions',  was  his  father's,  as 
before  the  road  ran  over  the  hills.  The  road  was  cut  through  by  his  father 
and  his  hired  men.  and  that  night  the  family  got  to  Saranac  At  that  time 
there  was  no  road  except  the  one  made  by  his  tnthcr  west  of  Alonzo  Ses- 
sions' farm.  Then  it  was  not  difficult  to  drive  tlirough  the  woods,  ns  the 
Indians  burned  the  woods  over  twice  every  year,  which,  of  course,  left  no 
underbrush,  this  being"  done  to  help  them  in  their  huntine:  and  tramping. 
Mr.  Hooker  knew  r  ob-moo-sa  intivn;(tei\'  atter  he  went  to  J.oweil,  in  1846. 

at  that  time  he  had  joined  the  hand  al  the  nnjuth  of  Mat  river,  and  has 
this  to  say  of  him:  "He  was  chief  s])eaker  of  his  hand,  and  ni  that  resj>ect 
sMin  a  wonder.  T  have  never  seen  or  heard  hi.s  equal,  and  he  had  a  great 
influence  over  all  the  Indians  of  the  Grand  River  valley.  He  and  his  family, 
with  the  rest  of  the  tribe,  went  from  here  in  1858.  and  I  lost  track  of  them, 
but  I  have  quite  recently  had  a  number  of  letters  from  Rodney  Ne-gak,  a 
grandson  of  Cob-moo-sa,  and  I  have  gained  considerable  valuable  infomia^ 
tion  concerning  my  old  friends  and  playmates."  Mr.  Hooker  was  known 
by  the  Indians  as  **Cape-squa-ite''  (Sharp  Voice)  and  he  has  named  his 
home  in  Lowell  "Tek-e-nink"  (Home  in  the  Woods). 

Also  at  this  same  time,  Mr.  Hilboume,  postmaster  at  Hart,  Michigan, 
wrote,  telling  that  Cob-moo-sa  was  a  posttrffice  in  0(%ana  connt}  named 
after  the  old  chief  who  lived  here  after  he,  in  common  with  all  Indians  in 
that  coimty,  came  from  the  Grand  River  valley,  and  R.  E.  .Snuthwick,  owner 
of  "Granite  Honse  Farm."  of  that  rf^\^:^*v  and  a  student  of  Indian  history, 
sent  the  follow int^'  v;dnahle  and  inieiL>tni.u'  information: 

"("hief  Coh-nioo-sa,  or  't  ol^ha-nio-sa,'  as  some  claim  it  is  rightly 
spelled  and  pronounced,  was  the  head  (d'  one  i:»t  the  lart^est  hands  in  the 
Grand  River  valley.  He  signed  the  treaty  at  Washington,  D.  C,  with 
Henry  R.  Schoolcraft  and  twenty- four  other  chiefs  and  headmen,  which 
ceded  all  of  Michigan,  north  of  Grand  river,  agreeing  to  move  to  Indian 
territory  within  fivt-  \ears,  for  the  consideration  of  $620,000,  6,500  pounds 
of  tobacco,  100  liarreis  of  salt  and  100  fish  barrels.  This  treaty  was  never 
carried  out,  because  the  Indians  found  out  that  they  must  move  many  hun- 
dred miles  to  a  prairie  country.  Then  came  the  treaty  at  Detroit  in  1855, 
signed  by  G.  .V.  Pennypacker,  Indian  agent,  and  fifty-four  chiefs  and  head- 
men, and  Cob-moo-sa  was  one  of  them.  The  Indians  were  to  take  land  in 
severalty  in  certain  townshiiis  in  Michigan,  and  the  Ottawas  and  C*hipi)ewas 
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were  to  receive  $530,400.  very  unequally  divided.  The  cliiefs  got  $500 
apiece  firsts  then  the  headmen  each  received  $100,  then  certain  white  friends, 
like  Louis  Canipau,  received  a  large  donation,  and  what  little  there  was 
left  was  divided  equally  among  the  tribes — but  the  traders  got  it  all  within 
a  year. 

**Cob-moo-sa,  and  his  family  of  three  boys  and  three  girls,  came  to 
Klbridge,  Oceana  county,  in  1858,  coming  here  from  Flat  river,  where 
Lowell  now  stands.  He  took  the  farm  known  as  the  south  half  of  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  26,  township  15  north,  range  17  west.  His  sons 
were  James,  Antoine  and  Henry,  and  his  daughters,  Ne>gance,  Mrs.  Cub> 
as-ka  and  Mrs.  Ne^^k.  Cotvmoo-sa  was  found  dead,  in  his  canoe,  in  a 
creek  on  or  near  his  farm,  his  death  taking  place  over  forty  years  ago.  A 
lake,  a  creek,  a  po<;tofnce.  and  a  qo\'ernment  Indian  mission  school  house 
are  named  after  this  old  cliiet.  <  )n  Fehruarv  18  aiul  19,  1914,  at  the  meet- 
ing oi  the  Slate  llisiorical  Society  held  at  Mnskeyon.  T  ^ave  a  talk  on  the 
Ottawa  and  Chippewa  tribes  of  Vidians,  and  tur  illustration  had  L\vi»  men, 
ore  K  idney  Ne-gak.  the  grandson  of  (^ob-nioo-ha,  and  the  other  Mitchell 
PoiMo-go-qua,  grandson  ol  Chief  Cat-ca-ba,  and  they  gave  meantations  and 
songs  in  their  own  language.  My  wife  also  exhibited  our  large  collection 
of  Ottawa  Indian  relics,  which  include  the  tribal  stone,  peace-{»pe,  Cob- 
nioo-sa's  stone  pipe,  pagan  wa-be-no  drum  or  tom-tom,  copper  and  silver 
ornaments,  beads,  shells  and  many  pagan  medicine  tools." 

In  the  fall  of  1913  the  writer  was  given  a  copy  of  "Cobmoosa's 
Lament,"  by  *Alden  Jewell,  of  Grand  Rapids,  nephew  of  Senator  William 
Alden  Smith,  who  had  presented  it,  among  other  valuable  relics.  The  poem 
appeared  in  a  Grand  ftapids  newspaper  of  an  early  day,  called  the  Grand 
Rapids  Eagle,  and  was  written  by  Lewis  Bates  about  1854. 

cobmoosa's  lament. 

My  step  is  the  tread  of  a  warrior  no  more ; 
The  days  ot  luy  pride  and  my  glory  are  o'er , 
No  more  eboll  I  follow  the  foeman's  track; 
Mo  more  aliall  oar  war-cbief  welcome  me  back; 

My  bow,  my  nervps.  ;uu5  my  lionrt  are  unatnuilp 
My  dejith-song  alone  remains      be  sang. 

The  hrflvps  of  my  clan  have  sunk  to  \\\(Ar  rest; 
Ttieir  sous  iiave  gone  to  tlie  nortti  or  tlie  west; 
Tbe  forests  bave  fallen,  and  our  lands  are  sold; 
Onr  hlrth-right  is  gone  for  the  white  mnn's  gold; 
And  niantiood  Jtias  passed  from  tlie  ladiaa  brow. 
Since  he  gave  tbe  soil  to  the  Ghrlstlan's  plow. 
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Tbe  lord  of  tbe  forest  is  lord  m  more; 

The  prlilo  of  his  niftnly  sonl  is  oCr; 

i'iie  liekls  wbere  be  won  bis  youtlifui  faiue^ 

On  the  track  of  the  toe,  or  in  queat  of  gwne, 

Are  no  more:  nnm.inned  he  goes  ' 
To  brood  oa  tlie  Indian's  doom  and  wq«&. 

His  d»M>in  he  «e<>»  In  tbe  towerinp  hall»; 
His  doom  he  reads  as  the  forest  falls; 
His  doom  he  hears  In  the  Sabbath  chime; 
Ills  (loom  he  roads  In  the  march  of  time  - 
Will  it  idiume  thy  heart,  proud  white  amUt  say. 
To  slMNl  a  tear  as  we  imiss  away? 

A»  fur  me,  I  go  not,  where  my  kindred  hare  gone, 
By  the  grave  of  my  ftotbers  111  linger  alone; 

Tbe  oiik  I11M.V  he  rent  h.v  the  lightnlu^  of  heaven. 
The  storm  wind  may  bow  it,  its  stem  may  be  riven: 
But  with  trunk  sere  mid  blasted  and  shoni  of  Its  bays» 
Still  grasping  tbe  earth,  It  proudly  decays. 

Ah  a  sou  of  the  forest  I  lived  In  my  pride; 

As  sons  of  the  forest  my  forefather?  died. 

Till  I  go  to  tbe  liind  where  the  bright  witters  shine, 

ni  lire  by  their  graves  and  their  graves  aliall  be  mine. 

T  linger  not  long,  n^  heart  Is  nnstruni^ 

9»Iy  death  aaag  Is  ready,  It  soon  win  be  simg. 

MADAME  LA  FROMBOI.SE. 

The  records  in  some  histories  say  that  Rix  Robinson  was  the  first  set- 
tler in  Kent  county,  but  it  has  been  proved  that  Madame  Magdalene  La 
Fromboise  antedated  him  by  many  years.  She  was  the  daug-hter  of  a  French- 
man and  an  Indian  (nrincess,  her  grandfather  on  her  mother's  side  being  a 
Chippewa  chief.  Her  early  days  were  spent  in  Montreal  and  Mackinac, 
where  she  received  an  excellent  education  under  private  tutors.  Joseph 
La  Fromboise.  first  established  a  |x>st  near  Milwaukee  as  early  as  1785.  hut 
afterward  had  a  trading  jxjst  near  the  present  site  of  Grand  Haven,  where 
hf  was  killed  in  the  winter  of  1804  by  a  Pf>tta watoniie  who  had  lx*conic 
angerefl  because  he  was  refused  whisky.  Joseph  LaFromlx)ise  was  a  hrm, 
determined  man  of  great  courage.  He  was  a  devout  CathoUc  and  a  close 
adherent  to  all  the  rites  of  the  church  even  when  in  the  densest  wilderness. 
He  was  especially  particular  in  his  observance  of  the  Angelus  and  it  is 
claimed  by  most  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  historians  that  he  was  killed  while 
kneeling  in  prayer  at  the  hour  the  Angelus  rings.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
beloved  of  the  traders  who  came  early  to  western  Michigan.   Though  the 
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Indian  assassin  fled,  he  was  captured  ami  l)rmii:;lit  Uack  1)\  i>nc  of  his  own 
tribe  and  r'o-ka-g'ni,  chief,  put  irons  on  him  and  dehvered  him  up  to  the 
widow,  to  l>tf  dealt  with  aceording  to  the  Indian  law  of  "a  life  for  a  life." 
Madatne svin|)athy  went  to  the  man  and  lie  \va>  hlKiated,  but  ever  atier 
was  shunned  even  by  members  of  his  own  tril>e  until  his  death. 

Deprived  of  her  husband,  Madame  La  Fromboise  was  thrown  on  her 
own  resources,  and  chose  to  continue  the  work  of  her  husband  and  decided 
to  come  to  the  junction  of  the  Flat  and  Grand  rivers,  and  here  she  worked 
and  prospered  for  many  years,  dwelling  in  perfect  seatrity  among  her 
Indian  neighbors,  until  the  younger  Rix  Robinson  with  his  fleets  of  bateaux 
gradually  forced  her  out  of  business,  which  she  did  not  relinquish  until  paid 
a  handsome  stun  for  her  holdings.  Her  home  was  about  two  miles  west  of 
Lowell,  and  as  late  as  1880  there  were  remains  of  the  stone  chimney  stand- 
ing, and  it  is  said  that  there  are  still  evidences  of  the  trenches  on  the  river 
bank  near  the  site  of  her  post  where  the  Indians  used  to  put  their  canoes 
while  at  the  post. 

Madntne  T,a  Fromboise  had  an  only  child,  a  daughter,  Josette,  who,  in 
the  winter  ol  iSit)-!/,  went  to  Mackinac  to  visit,  as  the  guest  of  Doctor 
and  Mrs.  Mitchell,  and  while  there  met  •  aptam  I'lcrcc,  the  coininandant  of 
the  fort,  and  who  was  a  I>rother  of  1  raiiklin  Pierce,  later  President  of  the 
United  Stales.  It  was  a  ca^e  01  love  at  first  si^ht,  ami  Uiey  were  soon  mar- 
ried. Mrs.  Peirce  proved  a  worthy  and  helpful  wire  and  died  Xovmeber  24. 
1844.  Madame  La  Fromboise  lived  on  Mackinac  island,  after  itaving  her 
trading  post  near  Lowell,  devoting  her  last  years  to  making  others  happy, 
and  religious  institutions  were  frequently  the  recipients  of  donations  by  the 
"little  mother,"  as  she  was  called.  She  died  tn  1846,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-live  years,  and  was  buried  under  the  church  she  had  built  and 
given  to  the  Catholics. 

RIX  ROBINSON. 

Rix  Robinson,  who  succeeded  Madame  La  Fromboise  as  a  trader  near 
Lowell,  was  well  known  in  the  early  days,  and  the  "'Robinson  Road,"  lead- 
ing into  Grand  Rapids  from  Ionia,  isr  named  fnr  him.  He  w  as  born  in 
Richmond,  Berkshire  county.  Massachusetts,  August  28,  1780.  and  came  to 
Michig-an  as  a  trader  in  1821,  as  an  agent  for  the  American  Fur  Comimny, 
which  was  really  the  John  Jacob. Astor  Company.  He  was  married  to  his 
first  wife  at  Mackinac  in  1824.  Her  name  was  Pe-ne-say  (Flying  Cloud), 
and  she  died  in  1848.  Her  father  was  a  chief  and  own  cousin  to  Pontiac,  the 
famous  Ottawa  chieftain,  who  planned  the  extermination  of  the  whites,  by 
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making  war  on  all  their  forts  at  the  same  time,  and  she  was  the  mother  of 
Jolin  R.  Robinson,  the  only  descendant  of  Rix  Robinson.  John  R.  was  well 
educated  and  became  a  very  noted  minister,  and  died  a  number  of  years  ago 
near  Mount  Pleasant,  Michigan.  John  R.'s  first  wife  was  Lucy  Withey, 
of  Ada,  Michigan.  They  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  who  are 
both  gone  and  there  is  none  left  of  that  branch  of  the  Robinson  family. 

The  second  wife  of  Rix  Robinson  was  the  gmnddaughter  of  Chief 
Sip>po-qua,  her  Indian  name  was  Se-be^ua  (River  Woman),  but  she  was 
called  Nancy  by  her  white  friends.  After  his  business  as  trader  was  gone, 
Mr.  Robinson  became  a  farmer  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thorn  Apple  river 
(So-wan-quc-sake ) ,  at  one  time  heu}^  the  owner  of  over  three  iniiirlred 
acres  ot  land.  He  died  there  on  hmnary  13,  1873.  there  is  a  splendid 
tnoniniKMU  cohtiiii;  ^675  erected  at  lii>  grave,  furnished  and  erected  by  the 
(Jld  Settlers'  Association  of  Grand  River  valley. 

Kee-wa-coo-sheum  (Long  Nose),  who  was  principal  chief  of  the  Flat 
River  (Quab>a-quash>a,  meaning  Winding  stream)  Indians,  was  one  of  the 
chiefs  who  .signed  the  treaty  of  1821,  at  Chicago,  by  which  tiie  United 
States  acquired  ijossession  of  the  large  tract  of  land,  and  the  Ottawas  never 
forgave  him  for  this  act.  and  when  an  old  man  he  finally  met  his  death  at 
the  hands  of  Wasoge-naw,  and  was  buried  in  the  township  of  Plainfield 
near  the  grave  of  Wa-be-sis  (White  .Swan),  another  victim  of  the  hatred 
growing  out  of  signing  treaties. 

Wa-be-sis  was  a  half-breed  and  chief  of  a  band  of  Ottawa  w  ho  made 
their  homes  in  Kent  and  Montcalm  counties.  It  is  said  that  he  visited 
Washington,  D.  C,  in  1836  and  signed  the  treaty  by  which  the  government 
obtained  ]>o<;session  of  land,  inchidintr  Keene,  Oti=;ro  and  Orleans  townships, 
in  Ionia  county.  The  Indians  were  very  angry  at  all  who  took  part  in  this 
and  as  a  punishment  to  Walx'sis,  lie  was  restricted  not  to  j^o  beyond  certain 
limits  around  Wabesis  lake,  on  penalty  of  death.  There,  with  his  family, 
he  lived  for  several  years,  until  in  supposed  safety,  he  visited  a  "green  corn 
dance"  held  in  Plainfield — but  he  was  killed  with  a  club  by  Neo-ga-uiah. 
At  Grand  RajMds  there  were  Chief  Noon  Day  and  his  son,  Blade  Skin,  and 
Old  Rock.  These,  it  is  said,  controlled  all  the  Indians  in  lower  Grand 
River  valley  in  1830.  During  the  War  of  1812  they  were  the  allies  of  the 
British  and  it  was  the  frequent  boast  of  Black  Skin  that  he  applied  the  torch 
to  Buffalo.  He  died  in  1868.  very  old.  Noon  Day  removed  to  Barry 
county  in  1836-37.  where  he  died  about  1840.  one  hundred  years  old.  The 
remnants  of  all  the  Grand  River  bands,  except  the  Slates  Indians  and  those 
at  Peshimnecon.  removed  to  Oceana  county. 
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LOUIS  CAMJPAU. 

At  tlic  "Big  Bend"  of  Graiul  river,  where  tlie  rapids  were,  was  the 
Indian  village  of  Bock-a-tinck,  and  in  1825  Chief  Noon  Day  was  in  com- 
mand, and  here  it  was  that  Louis  (}anipau,  French  fur  trader  and  agent  of 
the  American  Fur  Company  of  New  York  City,  came  in  the  fall  of  1827 
and  spent  that  winter  among  the  Ottawa  Indians  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  and  established  himself  by  building  a  log  house  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river,  one-half  of  which  was  his  trading  post  and  the  other  half  his 
home.  The  first  known  of  this  young  man  was  when  Gen.  Louis  Cass  left 
to  him  the  building  of  the  t)ovver  near  Saginaw,  in  which  to  hold  the  con- 
ference between  General  Cass  luid  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  tribes  that 
led  to  the  treaty  of  181 9.  But  in  1825  this  young  pioneer  became  a  married 
man.  In  l.)etroit  he  married  a  lit-autiful  French  girl,  and  the  ceremony  was 
])er formed  in  St.  .\nne*.s  church  i>y  Father  Gabriel  Richard,  who  was  prom- 
inently associated  with  the  early  history  ot  Michigan,  and  was  the  only 
priest  who  ever  sat  in  C  ongress. 

In  i8j8  Louis  C'ajnpau  returned  to  Udroit  tDi  his  girl-wile  and  ihe 
uvu  ilicn  set  out  on  the  long  jouniey  througii  ilic  wilderness  to  their  new 
homt  on  the  biinks  ol  tjraiul  river,  and  when  they  arrived  at  the  little  trad- 
ing post  the  Indians  gave  them  joyous  welcome.  Sophie  de  Marsac  Cani- 
])au  was  a  cultured  woman  of  nineteen,  a  member  of  a  distinguished  French 
family  and  she  assumed  with  grace  and  dignity  the  hardships  and  privations 
of  pioneer  life.  She  was  the  Hrst  white  woman  to  settle  at  what  now  is 
known  as  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  the  local  chapter  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  is  named  in  her  memory.  Living  her  whole 
life  at  this  place,  old  residents  speak  eagerly  of  her,  and  her  gentleness  and 
deep  religious  nature,  which  never  became  coarsened  by  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  pioneer  life. 

Sophie  de  Marsac  helonged  to  a  French  family  of  high  repute  in  the 
parish  of  St  Andre,  city  of  Poitiers,  capital  of  the  department  of  V'ienne. 
France.  Jacob  de  Marsac,  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  was  l)orn  in 
1667  and  arrived  at  Ijetroit  on  ]u\\  24,  1701,  with  Cadillac  and  the  military, 
an<l  took  a  leading  )>art  m  the  estaitiishnicnt  of  Ft.  Pontchartrain  lie  wa«» 
a  leader,  and  records  >how  that  he  went  back  trt  Montreal  to  ha\c  his  mar- 
riage solemniztxl.  His  ^^on  married  Theresa  Cainpau,  daughter  <>f  the  cele- 
brated Jactiues  Campau,  ot  Detroit.  Their  grandson  was  tlie  lather  of 
Sophie  de  Marsac. 
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Luiiis  (':mi|iau  was  als^o  a  descendant  of  Jacques  ('anipau.  and  he  and 
his  wiie  were  Imirth  cuuiins.  Tli(:'\-  Incd  in  the  l<>g  tra<hn<4  \K)St  lor  five 
years  with  no  neighbors  1>ul  ihc  litdiaii>,  uniil  Ihr  1  )cxiei-  cdIohv  came  to 
Jonia,  when  Mr.  Campau  begf^ed  suiiic  ol  them  ti>  come  on  down  Grand 
river  and  locate,  so  as  to  be  com|iany  for  liiui  and  his  wite.  Joel  Guild 
consented  to  do  so,  and  so  Mr.  Campau  and  some  help  came  with  their 
boats  to  Ionia  to  move  Mr.  Guild,  his  wife  and  six  children  down  the  river, 
they  arriving  there  the  23rd  of  June,  1833,  which  is  the  day  Grand  Rapids 
celebrates  as  its  birtliday,  having  been  started  with  one  family  from  Ionia's 
colony.  Joel  Guild  "took  up*'  the  "forty"  that  is  now  the  Kendall  addition, 
also  some  pine  lands  at  the  southwest  and  bought  a  lot  of  Mr.  Campau  for 
twenty-five  dollars,  on  which  to  buikl  his  home — the  first  frame  house  built 
in  Grand  Rai>ids — the  lumber  for  which  was  proaired  at  the  Indian  saw- 
mill, which  had  T^eert  built  for  the  mission  founded  by  McCoy  and  which 
was  in  charge  of  Leonard  Slator  for  many  years.  This  frame  house  was 
on  the  lot  now  ocen]iied  by  the  Grand  Rapids  National  City  Bank  Tt  for  a 
time  l>ecarne  the  center  of  acth'ities.  and  here,  hi  1834,  was  hehl  the  first 
"town  meeting"  to  determine  the  method  oT  ^eli-tifovermnent  of  the  new 
group  oi  pioneers— and  in  that  lionse  was  alM>  <oleiuni/-ed  the  first  white 
wedcHng.  T.oui.N  Campau  and  Soi»hie,  his  wife,  lived  and  thed  in  Grand 
Kapuls,  as  ditl  also  Joel  Gudd  and  wife,  and  the  Story  of  the  growth  o£  the 
city  which  they  started  is  a  most  interesting  one.  Tx>uis  Campau  dietl  com- 
paratively a  poor  man,  bitt  his  l)rother.  .Antoine  Campau,  ania,ssed  a  large 
fortune.  He  was  the  grandfather  of  Martin  A.  Ryerson,  who  i»reseiitefl 
Cam{>au  Park  to  the  city  as  a  memorial  to  his  gran<l  father,  and  later  pre- 
sented the  Ryerson  JJl)rary  to  the  city.  When  Samuel  Dexter  was  there  the 
fall  of  1832,  he  located  a  strip  of  land  which  is  now  in  the  center  of  the 
kisiness  district  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  afterward  presented  to  the  county  of 
Kent  ground  for  a  couit  house  .site.  This  court  house  afterward  burned 
and  a  court  hotise  was  erecte<l  on  another  location,  so  all  that  is  left  of  his 
tract  is  now  called  ''Inilton  Park." 

FAIllEK  FUEDliKlCK  11AKA<;A. 

iVlthough  missionaries  began  to  come  into  the  state  around  the  shores 
of  the  Great  Lsikes  very  early,  there  were  no  resident  missionaries  along 
Grand  River  valley  luitil  the  simuner  of  1833— although  heather  Gabriel 
Richard,  of  Detroit,  and  others,  use<l  to  make  visits  to  the  different  posts 
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and  villages.  But  when  Louis  Campau  arrived  at  Grand  Ra{>ids  with  the 
family  of  Joel  Guild,  June  23,  1833,  the  Indians  met  him,  and  told  him  that 
a  Catholic  priest  ha<l  arrived  in  the  settlement  This  was  Father  Frederick 
Baraga,  who  founded  the  first  mission  in  the  valley.  He  was  a  man  of  fine 
culture  and  education.  He  was  bom  in  Austria,  and  was  first  cousin  to  the 
emperor  of  Austria,  of  the  house  of  Hapsburg,  and  was  ordained  to  the 
priesthood  at  Vienna.  Money  was  often  sent  him  by  relatives  in  Austria, 
and  this  was  used  to  help  the  missionaries  in  Michigan.  While  at  Grand 
l^apids  he  translated  books  of  devotion  into  the  language  of  the  Michigan 
Indians  and  these  can  now  be  seen  in  the  historical  room  of  the  Ryerson 
library.  After  arriving  at  this  place  he  soon  set  ;ihcnit  the  erection  of  a 
chapel,  which  he  built  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  in  ;i  tract  oi  about 
sixty-five  acres,  the  building  standing  about  where  the  Lake  Shore  round 
house  is  now  hniU,  and  was  located  there,  as  the  Indian  village  was  on  the 
west  side  of  liic  nver.  The  first  mass  w-as  solennii:^cd  on  April  20,  i8.H- 
I'ather  Baraga  stayed  here  but  two  years,  lie  wa.s  consecrated  %dcar-apos 
tolic  of  the  upper  peninsula  in  1853  and  died  in  1868  at  Marquette.  Baraga 
county  is  named  for  him. 

These  are  a  few  of  many  of  those  who  faced  the  privations  of  those 
early  days  imflinchingly,  contented,  perhaps,  because  they  lived  dose  to 
nature.  Some  few  stand  apart  as  an  example  of  devotion  and  courage, 
even  in  those  days  when  those  traits  predominated  in  the  heart  of  the 
average  man. 

While  Michigan  is  not  one  of  the  oldest  states  of  the  Union,  yet  it  has 
a  history  dating  back  sihmi  two  centuries  previous  to  its  admission  in  1837. 
This  history  reads  more  like  romance  than  the  fact  which  it  is  telling  of 
daring  explorers,  devoted  missionaries,  heroic  warriors,  ambitious  statesmen 
and  hardy  pioneer  settlers. 

GENKALOGY  OF  THE  DfiXTGR  FAMli.y, 

Samuel  Dexter,  the  founder  of  Ionia,  possessed  historic  ancestors  on  the 
side  of  both  his  father  and  mother,  her  maiden  name  being  Candace  Winsor. 
The  coat  of  arms  and  crest  of  the  Winsor  or  Windsors,  we  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  as  yet ;  but  the  Dexter  crest  and  coat  of  arms  we  give  below,  with 
a  history  written  by  a  student  of  genealogy,  in  19 16— Mrs.  F.  C  Pardee, 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
(30) 
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DEXTER  CREST. 


From  the  Dexter  coat  of  arms,  which  has  as  crest  a  ducal  coronet,  we 
may  assume  this  Duke  de  Exeter  lived  in  or  near  the  cathedral  town  of 
Exeter.  About  the  year  1281  the  family  diverged,  and  part  of  them  hecame 
identifiefl  with  the  history  of  Ireland,  assuming  a  new  coat  of  arms.  The 
coat  of  arms  borne  by  Gregory  Dexter  shows  military  achievement  and 
honors  given  for  great  devotion  in  the  field.  The  vulnetl  heart,  pierced  by 
two  arrows,  show?  that  blood  was  sht  cl  in  the  taking  of  a  city  and  the  crest 
— n  dnca!  coronet — rt^pvesent^^  a  reward.  "Duke."  so-called,  is  from 
*'duces  '  of  ancient  Rome,  who  were  leaders  of  an  army,  and  were  chosen 
in  the  rield  bv  "open  voice"  for  this  honor.  The  title  is  now  conferred  by 
the  kiiiij  and  descendf^  lo  the  heir. 

Ihc  great  granuiathcr  of  Candacc  Winsor  was  Joshua  AX  iud^ur.  who 
came  to  Providence,  Rhoile  Island,  from  England  in  1838,  and  his  name 
appears  there  in  a  number  of  quaint  records  of  his  day,  still  extant,  several 
of  which  are  as  follow : 

"Providence,  1655. 
"Roule  of  ye  Freeman  of  ye  Colinies  of  everie  town. 

"Josua  Winser,  1655." 

"4th  of  the  1 2th  mo.  1649. 
"Joshua  Windsor  sold  to  Gregory  Dexter  hts  sliare  of  medow,  west 
side  Mooshasuck  River.*' 

"37th  II  nio,  1651. 
Joshua  Windsor  sold  to  John  Smith  his  six-acre  lot." 

On  the  Thames,  twenty-one  miles  from  Tendon.  Windsor  Castle,  from 
its  commanding  position,  its  stately  group  of  ancient  Imildings.  and  its  long 
list  of  historical  associations,  is  the  most  interesting  of  royal  re.sidences  of 
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English  kings.  Its  primitive  netnaitis  of  Romsm  and  Saxon  -  strongholds 
was  rebuilt  by  William  the  Conqueror  (1067).  By  later  English  history  it 
api>ears  that  in  the  unsettled  days  of  the  fifteenth  century  Lord  Edward 
Windsor,  of  this  castle,  a  Roman  Catholic,  was  beheaded.  History  also 
states  that  in  the  time  of  Henry  VII — 1485  to  1509 — Windsor  Castle,  with 
all  its  lands,  was  presented  by  the  Windsor  family  to  that  monarch,  who 
cnlartjed  and  improved  it  and  converted  it  into  a  royal  residence.  St.  Georg-c's 
ch;ij>fl  tlitrein  ranks  next  to  Westminister  AWjey  as  a  royal  rriausolcnm. 
Amon^  the  ><)VfrciL;tib  buried  there  is  Hciiry  VTIf,  who  directed  that  his 
body  \)t  laid  beside  Jane  Seymour,  in  a  magnilicent  bronze  and  marble  tomb. 

COMING  OF  WHITE  SETTLERS  TO  GRAND  RIVER  VAIXEY. 

Ionia  possesses  two  unique  distinctions,  one  being  that  it  was  the  first 
town  in  Midiigan  to  be  started  west  of  Pontiac  and  north  of  Jackson,  another 
being  the  fact  that  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids  was  begun  with  one  family 
from  Tonia's  colony— that  of  Joel  Guild.  Samuel  Dexter  is  regarded  as  Ionia's 
founder,  tecause  he  conceived  and  matured  the  project  that  led  to  its  settle- 
ment, though  when  he  made  his  home  here  he  was  hut  one  of  a  colony  of 
sixty-three  people,  whose  members  rcarhe<^1  the  -^pot  the  same  day. 

In  the  carlA-  thirties  the  fame  nf  ihe  lands  in  the  territory  of  Michigan 
•  reached  tlie  l  a^i.  and  amnno  others  who  l>ecanie  interested  was  Samuel 
Dexter,  of  Uerkinicr  count}',  New  \  ork,  near  Little  Fails.  He  was  at  that 
time  forty-six  \ears  of  age,  had  been  a  member  of  the  New  York  state 
Legislature,  and  had  also  had  a  contract  of  excavating  a  large  section  of  the 
Erie  canal  near  his  home.  In  the  fall  of  1832,  in  company  with  Doctor 
Jewett.  later  of  Lyons,  Michigan,  he  rode  horseback  through  southern  and 
western  Michigan,  looking  up  government  lands  for  himself  and  friends. 
After  following  the  lake  shore  to  Chicago  and  investigating  the  prospects 
there  he  came  back  to  Michigan  and  located  lands  on  the  Grand  river  at 
Ionia  and  Grand  Rapids ;  taking  a  quarter  section  at  Ionia  and  a  strip  eighty 
rods  wide  on  the  east  side  of  Division  street  reaching  from.  Wealthy  avenue 
to  Leonard  street  on  the  north  in  (rrand  Rapids.  ^Tr  Dexter  went  to  ^^'h^te 
I^geon,  in  the  south  part  of  the  state,  where  the  United  States  land  oBice 
was  then,  entered  his  claims  and  returned  home  to  New  York,  and  spent 
the  winter  in  selUn^j  his  farm,  <rettino-  everything  in  readiness  and  writing 
letters  to  induce  as  man}-  as  he  could  to  join  him  in  his  new  venture — that 
of  making  a  new  home  in  an  unbroken  wilderness. 

Mr.  Dexter  and  Erastus  Yeomans  bought  a  canal  boat  and  a  scow  and 
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fitted  it  up  to  move  the  families  and  as  much  household  goods  as  possible  to 
Buffalo,  New  Y<^k.  They  started  from  Frankfort  village,  Herkimer  county, 
New  York,  April  22,  1833,  with  three  families — ^Mr.  Yeomans',  Mr.  Oliver 
Arnold's  and  Samuel  Dexter's — using  their  own  horses  to  draw  the  boat. 

The  name  of  the  boat  was  "Walk-in-the-Water,"  but  some  one  wrote  on  the 
side  of  the  boat  with  chalk,  "Michigan  Caravan."  At  Utica,  Jod  Guild  and 
his  brother,  Edward,  and  their  families,  joined  the  colony.  At  Syracuse, 
Darius  Winsor  and  family  cast  their  lot  with  the  rest.  Five  young'  men, 
Dr.  \V.  B.  Lineoln.  P.  M.  Fok,  \braham  Dicker,  and  Wanier  Dtxter  and 
Winsor  X>exter,  two  ot  Samuel  Dt-.xtcr's  brothers,  had  also  joined  the  com- 
pany— so  finally  tlie  colony  runtibered  sixty-three  people.  They  traveled  by 
day  and  at  night  went  a'^hore  to  sleep  at  hotels.  The  boat  was  a  motley  sight, 
as  the  deck  was  i)iled  witli  wagons  taken  to  pieces  and  bound  on,  and  every 
conceivable  thing  that  could  l>e  taken  to  use  in  the  country  where  there  was 
nothing  to  be  bought. 

The  incident  of  the  departure  of  the  expedition  from  the  starting  pcMnt 
was  of  course  an  impc^tant  one  in  the  comnmnity  in  whidi  they  lived  and 
was  witnessed  by  a  throng  of  people  who  came  from  far  and  near  to  waft 
^good-bye"  to  the  voyagers  and  wish  them  well.  Their  course  westward  to 
Buffalo  was  marked  by  receptions  at  many  villages  and  landings,  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  company  were  wdl  known  for  quite  a  distance  along  the  canal, 
and  for  a  few  days  they  received  many  hearty  good  wishes  from  crowds' 
who  assembled  to  greet  them.  Such  occasions  were  enlivened  by  the  poet  and 
musician  of  the  colony,  Joel  Guild,  who  at  all  these  stopping- places,  would 
sing  the  following  composition  of  his  own,  until  he  became  so  hoarse  he 
could  no  Irvni-^er  sinjj  it — w  hen  he  wrote  it  on  a  board  with  chalk  and  set  it 
lip  on  the  side  oi  the  canal  boat: 

JOEL  guild's  song — ^"michigania." 

Coine,  uU  ye  Yankee  furfflers 

Who'd  like  to  change  roar  lot, 
Wbo've  Hputik  enou^,'b  to  trvvel 

lieymid  your  ouUve  spot. 
And  lenve  faehtnd  tbe  village 

Wluire  |Ni  and  ma  do  atay, 
Conte.  fullow  me  uud  settle 

In  Michi-t-R)m-i-R. 

Wliat  country  ever  growed 

80  great  iu  little  time; 
Juat  iwiifilng  from  the  nunery 

Right  Into  like  its  prime? 
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Wbea  Uncle  Sam  did  w«aD  Iier, 
'Twas  Init  the  other  day, 

And  now  Ae's  qtiUe  a  lady — 
This  Mfch-i-gau-i-!K 

Then  ooiue,  ye  Yankee  farnu^St 

Who've  mettle  hearts  like  me, 
And  dhow  grease  aplenty 

To  bow  the  forest  trw. 
Come,  take  a  quarter  section, 

And  I'll  he  boond  yonll  say 
Ko  plnoe  cnn  hold  a  candle 

To  Mlch-l-gan-t-a. 

A  PIONEER  GUIDE. 

They  arrived  at  Buffalo  and,  leaving  the  canal  boat,  they  w^e  trana^ 
ferred  to  the  steamer  "Superior,"  bound  for  Detroit,  which  point  they  reached 
on  May  lo.  Their  bulky  goods,  which  they  did  not  need  immediately,  were 
carried  around  the  lakes  'Via  Mackinac  to  the  Grand  River  valley,  care  of 
Rix  Robinson,  trader,"  as  the  way  from  Detroit  across  the  state  to  their  new 
location  laid  most  of  the  way  through  unbroken  country,  so  they  could  only 
bring  with  them  what  was  actually  necessary.  At  Detroit  were  purchased 
oxen  to  draw  the  wajj^fins.  also  cow  s  were  bought  and  as  much  cooked  pro- 
vision as  possible  and  the  colony  set  out  on  \ts.  tedious  journey  throu|^di  fhe 
wilderness.  Ihc  first  day  out  from  Dciroit  tlity  made  but  seven  miles, 
because  the  roads  were  sr*  hea\  y.  They  stayed  at  i  'ontiac  one  tiight,  it  i,)cing 
at  thai  lii'ic  u  very  sniaii  ]j1:uh-.  Alxnit  twenty  miles  west  of  i'ontiac  they 
stopj>ed  one  nigiu  with  a  Air.  (jage,  his  young  wife  and  baby,  aiid  he  com- 
plained that  neighbors  were  getting  too  near.  From  that  time  they  had  t» 
camp  out  nights.  At  Shiwassee  there  was  a  French  family,  also  two  broth- 
ers by  the  name  of  Williams,  who  were  Indian  traders.  Mr.  Dexter  apptied 
to  Benjamin  O.  Williams  to  pilot  the  party  to  their  destination  on'the'GianA 
river,  and  though  Mr.  Williams  was  then  engaged  in  his  spring  fanoing; 
he  acceded  to  ^^r.  Dexter's  proposal,  and  using  his  own  words :  "I  left  out 
planting,  taking  my  Uankets  and  a  small  tent,  and  in  six  days  landed  them 
at  Ionia,  looking  out  the  route  and  directing  where  the  road  was  to  be;  This 
was  the  iirst  real  colonizing  party  we  had  ever  seen.  I,  myself,  having  never 
been  further  west  than  De  Witt  (the  Indian  village).  I  then  induced  Mack- 
a-te-pe-nace  (Black  Bird),  the  son  of  Kish-kaw-ko,  the  usurping  chief  of  al 
the  Saginaws,  to  pilot  us  past  Muskrat  creek,  and  from  there  proceeded  with 
the  party." 
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At  ShiwaSsee  there  were  tiirec  children  sick  w  ith  cHiiker  rash  or  scarlet 
fever,  a  son  of  Edward  (luild,  Prudence  Dexier  and  i\iley  Dexter,  the  young- 
est ivon  of  Mr.  Dexter.  They  sta\ed  u\er  one  day  during  a  heavy  rain 
storm.  The  son  of  Edward  ( iuild  and  l  'r\idcnce  Dexter  ^ot  better,  but  Riley, 
the  little  son  of  Mr.  Dexter,  grew  worse,  and  when  they  were  in  the  heavy 
timbered  land,  about  thirty  miles  east  of  Ionia,  the  little  boy  died  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Guild  had  a  small  trunk  which  was  used  for  a 
coffin  and  he  was  laid  in  the  grave  by  the  light  of  the  camp-fire  which  was 
burning,  Mr.  Dexter  making  a  feeling  praj^er  before  the  coffin  was  placed  in 
the  grave,  which  was  piled  high  with  logs  to  protect  it  from  wolves,  and  his 
name,  age  and  date  of  death  was  cut  on  a  large  tree  before  leaving  the  place. 
It  was  on  the  farm  formerly  owned  by  Cortland  Hill,  section  31,  Bengal 
township,  Clinton  county,  that  the  little  boy  was  Uiried. 

The  route  opened  by  this  party  from  De  Witt  to  Lyons.  Ionia  county, 
became  known  as  the  Dexter  road  or  trail,  and  was  cut  out  and  traveled  for 
a  number  of  year«,  but  a  large  part  of  it  was  afterward  dosed  and  taken 
into  famis  thruug-h  which  it  passed,  it  was  a  hard  trip  trom  Detroit,  <.)ccvi- 
pynig  nearly  two  weeks,  as  they  arrived  at  loiiia.  their  deslniaiion,  the  niorn- 
nig  of  May  jH.  1833.  aljuul  ten  o'clock.  The  travel  by  ox  teams,  the  cutting 
of  a  road  from  Shiwassee  to  lunia,  were  hardships  thai  rried  the  men  s  souls; 
while  walking  most  of  the  way,  being  occasionally,  carried  by  the  men  over 
marshes,  cooking  meals  by  camp  tires,  baking  biscuit  in  tin-bakers  set  up  in 
front  of  the  lires,  making  up  beds  at  the  close  of  a  hard  day,  tried  the  souls 
of  the  women  no  less,  but  alt  were  h&ppy  and  good-natured. 

A  large  company  of  Indians  were  Uving  at  Ionia.  Although  Mr. 
Pexter  had  told  them  the  fall  before  of  his  intention  to  return,  the  arrival 
was  so  late  they  had  given  up  his  coming  and  had  planted  their  gardens  of 
com,  melon  and  squashes  and  did  not  like  to  leave,  but  through  the  inter- 
preters Mr.  Dexter  paid  them,  it  is  said,  twenty-five  dollars  for  their  gar- 
dens and  improvements  and  they  then  left  very  peaceably,  never  giving  any 
trouble.  The  Indians  had  five  wigwams  built  of  bark,  four  of  which  were 
down  by  the  ri^-er.  These  were  vcrv  "^mall,  not  more  than  ten  feet  square. 
ha\ing  two  bunks  on  one  side,  one  alK)\e  tlie  other.  The  other  witjwam 
was  a  tew  rodb  south  and  east  of  where  the  armory  now  stands,  in  the  midst 
of  a  corntield.  This  one  was  twelve  or  fovirteen  feet  s(|uare.  with  a  door- 
way at  each  end.  at  w  liich  w'crc  hung  up  blankets  for  doors,  and  Mr.  Dexter*s 
family  occupie<l  this  one.  On  two  sides  was  a  low  platform  wide  enough  to 
lay  a  bed  on.  On  these  platforms  were  made  up  four  beds,  and  a  little 
space  left  between  the  foot  of  the  beds  to  tuck  in  the  little  ones.    Tn  the 
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center  the  earth  lloor  v\ii>  holli  nved  out  a  little  where  the  Indians  had  had  a 
fire.  The  roof  in  the  center  had  an  opcnnig  for  smoke  to  escape,  antl  it  also 
served  to  let  m  the  rain. 

LOCATION  OF  FIRST  HOUSES. 

Messrs.  Dexter,  Yeonians  and  Winsor  completed  log  houses  as  soon  as 
possible,  Mr.  Dexter's  being  near  where  the  armory  now  stands,  Mr.  Yeo- 
nians located  on  West  Main  street,  Mr.  Winsor  building  on  the  north  side 
o^'  what  is  now  Main  street,  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek  flowing  acros?  the 
street.  It  was  in  this  house  that  the  hrst  death  and  first  birth  in  Ionia 
Count)  took  ].ilace.  .\  little  (hiuuhler  of  [')arius  Winsor  who,  it  is  said,  had 
cojisnniptiuii,  dud  tile  nrst  suiusner  after  the  colony  arrived,  and  a  son, 
Eugene,  was  bom  (o  tlieiu  in  .\u;^!ist. 

The  goods  aiul  provisions  tliai  were  shipped  around  llie  lakes  did  not 
reach  here  until  mid-summer.  There  was  no  transportation  except  by  pole- 
boats  and  it  was  an  exceedingly  long  and  tedious  task  to  get  the  goods  up 
from  Grand  Haven  and  in  the  meantime  the  settlers  were  coiTipelled  to  do 
without  some  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  Indians,  though,  were  good 
neighbors,  and  supplied  venison,  fish,  sugar,  etc.,  for  such  things  as  the  set> 
tiers  could  spare.  They  had  a  standard  to  which  they  always  adhered — 
when  they  traded  it  was  quart  for  quart  or  bushel  for  bushel,  whether  it  was 
flour  for  cranberries  or  potatoes  for  huckleberries.  Paper  curr«icy  they 
knew  nothing  about  and  given  a  choice  between  a  ten*dollar  bill  and  a  silver 
quarter  would  without  hesitation  take  the  quarter. 

A  few  days  after  the  settlers  arrived  here  and  lands  were  selected,  some 
of  the  men  started  for  the  land  office  at  White  Pigeon  hv  the  way  of  the 
rapids  of  Grand  river,  fhey  met  I-OtTi^  r".'uuj)au.  the  French  fur  trader,  who 
had  been  hving  tliere  with  his  w'ifc,  Sophie  dc  Marsac,  since  i8j8,  and  Mr. 
Campan  wanted  some  of  them  to  come  and  settle  there  to  make  coini)any  tor 
him  arxi  his  wife.  So  Joel  Guild  consented  and  located  land  that  is  now 
the  Kendal!  addition  in  (  Trand  Rapidb.  LA>uis  Canipau  and  some  of  his  French 
help  went  to  Ionia  in  bateaux  for  Joel  Guild's  family,  which  consisted  of  liis 
wife  and  six  daughters,  and  they  arrived  back  at  die  Rapids  on  the  twentieth 
birthday  anniversary  of  his  daughter,  Hattie,  Jime  23,  1833,  which  is  the 
day  Grand  Rapids  celebrates  as  its  birthday — ^the  beginning  of  setdement 
receiving  its  start  with  one  /amily  from  Ionia  colony.  The  family  of  Edward 
Guild  removed  to  Grand  Rapids  after  a  while,  as  did  also  Darius  Winsor. 
Warner  and  Winsor  Dexter  also  left  and  all  that  is  known,  is  that  Warner 
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had  one  son,  Washington  Dexter,  who  was  a  business  man  of  Chicago,  a 
jeweler,  and  died,  leaving  no  children.  Alnraham  Decker  also  left.  P.  M. 
Fox  located  near  Muir,  so  when  the  community  finally  settled  down  there 
\\  ere  three  families  and  one  young  man  of  the  original  colony  left — Samuel 
Dexter  and  family,  Krastus  Yeomans  and  family,  Oliver  Arnold  and  family 
and  Dr.  W.  B.  Lincoln. 

While  the  colony  at  first  largely  o<-cupief1  the  hark  vvig^wam  bought  from 
the  Indians,  the  men  sleeping  under  wagons,  three  lug  houses  were  imme- 
diately l)uilt.  As  soon  as  tlic  settleis  got  comfortably  housed,  their  goods 
and  bui)phes  fmally  came  up  Grand  river.  It  was  seen  tliert-  was  net^d  for  a 
saw  mill,  so  Samuel  Dexter  built  one  on  the  piece  oJ  land  known  as  Dexter 
Park,  just  west  of  the  armory  (according  to  letters  written  by  his  daughter. 
Prudence,  who  was  a  member  of  the  colony),  which  was  either  the  first  or 
second  mill  in  Ionia  cotmty — some  authorities  claiming  that  H.  V.  Libhart, 
an  early  settler  near  Lyons,  built  the  first  one.  The  com  that  first  fall  was 
pounded  in  a  mortar  dug-out  by  the  Indians  in  a  hollow  stump,  but  that  same 
fall  Mr.  Dexter  brought  from  Detroit  a  large  coffee-mill  with  two  handles, 
with  which  his  men  could  grind  the  com.  This  was  affixed  to  the  front  of 
his  cabin  and  everybody  used  it  to  grind  their  corn  into  meal,  settlers  even 
coming  from  Portland  and  Lyons  to  make  use  of  it  that  first  winter.  It 
was  not  much  of  a  mill,  but  better  than  none,  and  also  better  than  making  a 
week's  journev  to  Pontiac.  or  Ciuli  I'rairie  to  mill,  sometimes  ha\ing  to  carr3r'' 
the  grist  afoot  and  conveying  the  Hour  hack  after  the  same  fashion. 

The  next  \ear  Mr.  i^exter  made  a  large  improvement  in  conditions  by 
putting  in  a  biuaii  run  of  .stone  to  his  saw-mill — these  being  about  thirty 
inches  in  rliameter.  For  water  power  to  run  this  mill,  Mr.  Dexter  used  the 
water  of  West  creek  that  now  runs  underground  along  Dexter  street,  com- 
bining with  it  the  water  from  East  credc  by  making  a  canal  that  ran  from 
the  East  credc  along  the  base  of  the  hills,  which  was  in  evidence  for  many 
years,  and  this  water  was  carried  over  Main  street  in  a  large  flume,  set  up 
on  stilts,  and,  as  one  grandson  said,  it  made  a  fine,  slippery  place  for  his 
grandchildren  to  wade  in.  Lovell  Place,  for  man\'  years,  was  a  beautiful 
large  yard  surrounding  the  home  of  Judge  Louis  S.  Lovell.  Around  it  grew 
a  beautifully-kept  evercrreen  hedge  and  along  the  southern  side  were  two 
rows,  Ix'twecn  them  running  the  water  from  East  creek  that  had  sitpphefl 
tiie  course  mentioned.  The  first  \^■heat  ground  in  this  new  way  belonged 
to  Asa  Sijencer.  and  it  was  a  proud  and  joyful  moment  in  the  new  settle- 
ment, as  it  was  a  welcome  relief  from  a  great  burden. 

Mr.  Dexter  had  sold  his  farm  in  Herkimer  county  for  $12,000  in  silver 
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ami  gold — 2i  larger  sum  for  those  days  than  it  would  be  now — and  a  large 
sum  to  bring  into  a  new  country.  For  safety  it  was  packed  in  kegs,  labeled 
"AXES"  and  two  men  took  turns  in  watching  it,  night  and  day,  though^ 
they  appeared  to  pay  little  attention  to  them  on  the  journey,  making  the 
excuse  that  there  was  lack  of  ftmds  to  pay  for  so  many  lodgings,  or  lack  of 
room  in  settlers*  houses.  Mr.  Dexter  was  very  generous  in  the  use  of  this 
money  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  new  community  here  in  which  he  was  so 
much  interested  and  many  owed  their  first  start  in  life  to  him.  His  princi- 
pal business  was  milling,  although  he  held  many  positions  of  trust  in  the 
communitv  until  his  death. 

EARLY  CRAFTSMEN. 

The  pioneer  mechanic  was  Oliver  Arnold,  who  set  up  a  blacksmith  shop 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  near  where  his  descendants  carry  on  manu- 
facturing at  the  present  day.  ICrastus  Yeomans  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
ing at  first,  but  for  years  filled  many  high  official  positions  in  the  fast-growing 
commimity.  Dr.  W.  IV  IJncoln  was.  of  course,  the  first  physician,  and  for 
many  years  the  only  one  in  the  county,  and  had  his  hands  full  from  the 
start.  He  was  called  here,  there  aiul  e^  er\  a  here,  and  rode  over  a  stretch  of 
territory  extending  from  Grand  Rapids  and  Greenville  on  the  west  to  De 
Witt  on  the  east  and  as  far  north  and  south.  His  was  rt  mo^t  interesting- 
and  vahiable  life  of  rnnstnnt  -ervtcc  in  the  growing  couiilr\  and  he  lived 
always  an  hinvMcd  nn  irilicr  ot  the  lonimumty  with  whom  he  had  cast  his  lot. 

The  first  vear  or  more  was  the  luuxlest  time  for  the  sc  uiernent.  larg'ely 
on  account  oi  the  diflicultv  in  ti^ettine^  provisions.  In  the  autumn  a  man 
who  had  just  made  a  settlenient  ai  Lyons  canie  anil  proposed  to  siipplv  the 
colony  witli  such  articles  of  provision  as  they  would  need  to  be  brought  m 
from  Detroit  early  in  the  winter,  and  to  this  they  assented,  and  so  made  no 
arrangements  for  themselves,  in  that  way  devoting  all  their  energies  and 
time  to  building  necessary  sheker. 

In  November,  that  same  fall  of  1833,  there  was  a  welcome  and  import- 
ant addition  to  the  colony  in  the  coming  of  Alfred  Cornell  and  family,  num- 
bering twelve  persons  in  all,  from  Madison  county,  New  York,  and  all  hands 
here  turned  in  and  built  a  log  hoitse  for  them,  which  had  to  have  bed-quilts 
and  blankets  for  doors  and  windows,  as  there  were  no  others  to  be  had. 
The  Cornells  had  brought  west  with  them  as  far  as  Detroit  a  considerable 
stock  of  supplies  and  provisions,  but  lack  of  transportation  prompted  them 
to  move  on  and  get  settled,  then  come  back  for  the  supplies  later,  when  snow 
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had  come  and  siefh  could  lie  use<l.  lUu  the  weather  ke])t  inilil  aiul  no  ^nuw 
came,  and  Hnall\'  the  culuny  saw  a  thiiinmg  out  of  the  atock  ot  supphcs.  and 
as  the  plati  ol  the  Lyons  iiiaii  1  ailed  lo  inalenahze,  they  became  very  anxious 
for  snow  and  cold  weather,  so  that  Mr.  Cornell  coiild  get  to  Detroit  and 
hurry  back  with  necessities.  Cold  weather  did  not  come  until  the  middle  of 
January,  and  then  just  enough  to  cover  the  river  with  a  thin  sheet  of  ice. 
To  hasten  the  solidifying  of  a  road,  over  the  river,  which  would  have  to  be 
crossed  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  journey,  members  of  the  settlement 
worked  two  weeks  carrying  water  and  pouring  it  on  the  ice,  so  it  might 
become  thick  enough  for  oxen  and  sleds  to  cross.  Some  came  at  length,  and 
three  of  the  Cornell  brothers  started  for  Detroit,  which  they  reached  after  a 
while,  loaded  up  and  started  back.  They  had  only  been  a  few  days  on  the 
road  when  the  snow  disappeared  and  they  could  get  no  further,  and  were 
held  up  for  six  weeks,  and  meanwhile  the  settlers  here  had  consumed  by  the 
last  of  TnTitiriry  all  avadable  provisic^s.  The  Tndians  occn^ionally  brought 
them  supi)lie-  of  \enison,  hsh,  etc.,  but  for  --e\  erHl  weeks  they  H^'cd  almost 
whnlly  \\\n>n  ( oarsc  Indian  meal  that  had  been  ground  in  the  big  coffee  mill, 
and  niaj>k'  sugar  the  Ttulians  brought  tliem.  In  March.  1834,  the  ox-sleds 
got  biick  and  fed  ttp  the  community. 

A  JUNE  FROST. 

Later  in  the  spring  there  was  another  shortage  of  provisions,  so  an 
expedition  was  fitted  out  to  proceed  by  pole-boat  down  Grand  river,  then 

down  the  Thomapple  as  far  as  Middlcville.  The  craft  could  carry  about 
fifteen  tons,  and  was  \n  chart^e  of  Erastus  Yeomans.  Provisions  had  been 
purchased  at  Gull  I'rairie.  in  Kalamazoo  county,  to  be  delivered  at  Middlc- 
ville, where  Mr.  Veonjans  and  hi>  crew  jjackcd  them  on  boanl  their  craft 
and  pokd  home  with  them.  Until  the  hrst  cmps  were  rai>ed  it  was  hard 
business  getting  wheat,  corn  and  supplies  of  ail  kmds  from  Detroit,  Tontiac 
and  Kalamazoo.  And  then  came  the  frost  of  June,  1834 — a  sad  blow,  indeed, 
for  the  settlers  were  anticiijatuig  an  end  to  all  their  trouUe  in  the  prospective 
harvest  ot  growing  crops,  when  an  unexpected  and  unseasonable  biting  frost 
left  large  destruction  and  consequent  discotiragement  in  its  wake.  Was  this 
a  usual  thing  for  a  Michigan  summer  and  was  it  for  this  that  they  had  left 
good  homes  in  the  East  ?  But  with  the  grinding  of  the  first  wheat,  hard  luck, 
in  the  way  of  provisions,  seems  to  have  taken  itself  away.  But  it  had  been  a 
hard  year,  and  the  settlers  needed  all  their  faith  tn  eventual  prosperity  to  bear 
them  up.  And  it  came  largely  from  .settlers  upon  land  and  their  consequent 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN.  475 

needs.  In  the  yeai'  1836  there  came  the  L'niterl  States  land  office  to  Ionia, 
and  that  could  not  help  htit  ridd  !4ient!y  to  ihc  new  coiininmity.  The  rush 
fur  lands  was  remarkable,  and  applicants  were  !  r<.'(|Utnily  conipeiled  to  wait 
weeks  for  entry.  Such  it  ciovvd  was  hungry  and  must  be  fed  and  lotlged. 
New  supplies  of  provisions  had  to  l)e  brought  in  often,  and  heroic  exertions 
had  often  to  be  made,  as  when  the  ground  was  frozen  and  roads  or  trails 
hard  to  travel,  thirty  days  for  a  round  trip  to  Detroit  was  not  considered  a 
long  time. 

Ionia  trade  was  hampered  on  account  of  the  lack  of  transportation,  as 
it  was  esqiensive  business  getting  wheat  to  market  by  the  way  of  river  and 
lake,  for  at  Grand  Rapids  everything  had  to  be  taken  off  from  boats,  liauled 
overland  around  the  raiNds  and  then  reshipjjed.  Wheat,  therefore,  brought 
a  low  price  here.  Cash  could  not  alwa3rs  be  obtained  by  the  purchaser,  and 
goods  were  high  for  the  same  reason  wheat  was  low — on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  transportation.  Merchants  used  to  fijnire  that  it  cost  tnnre  to 
get  the  goods  from  Grand  Haven  to  Ionia  than  n-om  .New  York  tn  (  ,rand 
Haven.  Pi jlc-l>r)ais  were  used  until  18^7,  when  small  steamboats  were  put 
into  coniniissinn  fivr  towing  terefes  Ixttween  (irani'  Rapid*  and  Lyons.  The 
"Humnung  Bird  '  in  1847,  was  the  firsl  boat  up.  Daniel  Ball,  who  was 
engaged  in  river  marine,  put  on  a  line  of  steamboats  and  used  them  until  the 
coming  of  the  railroad,  in  1857.  He  built  a  warehouse  for  wheat  on  the 
south  of  the  river  near  the  bridge  and  shipped  large  quantities  of  grain. 
But  with  the  putting  through  of  the  railroad  in  1856-7  the  troubles  the  settle- 
ment had  striven  under  for  twenty-three  years  were  over. 

SAMUEL  DEXTER  AND  ANNA  (FARGO)  DEXTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  founder  oi  Ionia,  Michigan,  was  horn  in  Smith- 
field,  Rhofle  island,  on  IXc  emlitr  15.  1787.  His  father  s  name  was  Samuel 
Dexter  and  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Candace  Winsor,  both  old  his^ 
toric  names  in  that  locality^  many  of  both  names  living  there  today.  His 
father  was  born,  in  Smithiield,  Rhode  Island,  in  1757,  and  his  mother  was 
bom  in  the  same  place  in  1758.  His  father  was  sixth  in  descent  from  Sir 
Gregory  Dexter,  the  first  of  the  line  in  America.  Gregory  Dexter  was  of 
Welsh  descent  and  was  bom  at  Olney,  England,  in  1610.  As  a  young  man 
he  estabUshed  a  printing  business  in  London,  En^^d.  Roger  Williams, 
famous  as  the  fotmder  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  also  of  the  first  Baptist 
church  in  America  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  had  written  a  dictionary  of 
the  Indian  language,  called  a  ''Key  to  the  Languages  of  America,"  and  one 
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Other  book,  and  he  returned  to  London  in  1642  to  get  these  books  printed 
and  also  to  proatre  a  charter  for  his  colony.  In  this  way  he  became  acquainted 
with  Gregory  Dexter,  who  printed  his  books,  and  one  copy  of  the  dictionary 
or  "Ke/'  is  among  the  very  rare  books  in  the  Congressional  Library  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  it  lieing  about  one-half  the  size  of  an  old  Sanders  spell- 
ing book.  The  two  men  formed  a  close  and  sincere  attachment  for  each 
other  and  Williams  persuaded  Dexter  to  remove  his  printing  business  to  the 
new  country  and  he  came  to  Providence  in  1644.  According  to  Thomas's 
"History  of  Printing,''  as  found  mnong  the  manuscript  papers  of  President 
Stiles,  of  Yale  Co!le<^e.  he  was  the  hrst  accomplished  printer  in  America. 
He  printed  the  charter  of  the  colonies,  and  is  named  in  the  second  by  C  haries 
II,  in  16O3.  He  also  ]>rinle(l  the  >irst  almanac  for  ihu  incridiati  ot  Rhode 
Islaiul.  Tie  al><>  >nuiie(l  ["or  ihe  ministry  and  -^neceedeU  Roger  Williams  as 
second  preacher  in  the  iiapUst  church  at  f'rovidcnce,  Rhode  Island.  lie 
lived  to  be  ninety  years  of  age.  In  January,  1916,  the  writer  received  a 
letter  from  Providence,  stating  that  it  was  authentically  recorded  that  he 
never  laughed  in  his  life,  and  rarely  ever  smiled. 

The  line  of  descent  from  Gregory  Dexter  is  traced  as  follows :  His  son, 
Stephen  Dexter,  born  at  Providence.  Rhode  Island,  in  1647,  married  Mary 
Arnold,  born  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  1648.  His  son.  John  «Dexter, 
bom  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  1670,  married  Mary  Field,  born  at 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  1676.  His  son,  John  Dexter,  born  at  Smith- 
field,  Rliode  Inland,  in  1701,  married  Mary  Browne,  born  at  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  in  1702.  His  son,  William  Dexter,  bom  at  Sniithfield,  Rhode 
island,  in  1728,  married  Rhoda  Warner,  bom  at  Sniithfield,  Rhode  Island, 
in  1730.  His  son.  Samnel  T^exter,  t)orn  at  Smithfield,  Rhode  Island,  in  1757, 
married  Candace  Winsor,  horn  at  SniithHeld,  IvHckIc  Island,  m  1758.  The 
last  named  l>eing  the  parems  oi  tht-  founder  of  Ionia.  Michig-an,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  namely:  V\  illiam,  horn  on  Noveml">er 
14,  1778;  Prudence.  Novemher  2,  1779;  Ann.  March  lo.  1781.  John,  Janu- 
ary 23,  1783;  Darujs,  Novemhcr  26,  1784:  Mercy,  August  19,  1786;  Sam- 
uel, December  15,  1787:  Retsey.  October  7,  1791;  Winsor,  September  i, 
1793;  Otis,  June  3,  1795;  Warner,  March  15,  1797;  George  Washington. 
August  4,  1798;  Stephen,  October  19,  1801. 

Samuel  and  Candace  Dexter  removed  to  Herkimer  county,  New  York, 
where  they  built  a  large  houite,  as  an  inn.  along  a  post  road  such  as  was  used 
by  travelers  in  the  early  days,  and  fnnn  there  many  of  their  children  started 
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out  in  life  on  their  own  careers,  some  of  which  have  at  this  late  day  become 
known  here.  John  and  Darius  started  a  lumber  business  on  Chatauqua  lake. 
New  York,  and  founded  the  village  of  DexterviUe,  now  a  suburb  of  James- 
town, New  York,  and  the  house  in  which  Darius  Uved  while  there  is  still 
standing.    Their  brother,  Otis,  was  associated  with  them  for  a  while,  but 
left  and  became  captain  of  a  steamboat  on  the  Ohio  river.    W.  T.  Wil- 
son, a  grandson  of  Otis,  lives     T  gansport,  Indiana,  a  man  of  high  mental 
attainments,  a  gradmte  from  i^'nncefon  University  in  1874,  later  from 
Columbia  Law  School,  anrl  then  from  a  l>iisiiiess  collcg^e  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
is  now  a  l:nv\('r  and  b;inkf!-     Darius  ajid  John  N'th  ^;ivf  up  business  on 
Chatauijvia  lakt^  and  "wt^iit  west"  in  183K.  Darius  settling  in  Pike  county, 
Illinois.    One  01  iiis  <l;inchtcrs  married  Jrune>  Haird  and  one  of  his  chil- 
dren is  the  wife  of  Hon.  WiUiam  Jenuujg^  Bryan,  of  Linculu,  Xcbraska. 
John  at  the  san»e  time  locaicti  land  that  16  now  known  as  "Dexter  l  arni ' 
five  miles  from  Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  where  he  built  in  1840  a  large  house 
of  seventeen  rooms,  and  used  to  accommodate  travelers  in  the  early  days. 
John  had  one  son  and  a  daughter.   The  daughter  died  when  a  young  girl. 
The  son  married  and  had  one  son  and  then  died  soon  afterward  and  this  son, 
Walter,  was  reared  by  John,  his  grandfather,  and  Walter  Dexter  is  head  of 
the  "Dexter  l*arm"  today.    He  has  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  In 
i^55>  the  year  before  Samuel  Dexter  died  at  Ionia,  Otis,  Darius  and  Samuel 
all  went  east  and  attended  the  New  York  Exposition  and  before  they  separ- 
ated they  visited  (heir  brother,  John — and  Walter  Dexter,  then  a  boy  of 
thirteen,  can  well  remember  the  four  white-haired  brothers  standing  before 
the  big  fireplace.    That  was  the  last  any  of  their  families  heard  of  Samtiel 
Dexter  until  the  year  1913,  when  Ionia  celebrated  her  eightieth  birthday. 
The  old  home  that  John  Dexter  built  was  the  pride  of  the  family,  filled  with 
old  historic  furnishinj^s.  l)nl  caught  fire  about  five  yearx  aj^u  arid  everything 
in  it  was  lost  but  an  old  historic  family  deed  ihat  had  lieen  framed. 

Winsor  and  Warner  Dexter  accompanied  the  colony^  to  Ionia,  but  left 
soon  after,  it  h?ts  been  learneci  ihat  Warner  had  one  son  who  was  a 
jeweler  in  Chicago  lor  many  years  but  dietl  leaving  no  children.  George 
W.  and  Stephen  Dexter,  the  two  younger  children,  came  to  Michigan  soon 
after  their  brother  Samuel,  and  settled  with  their  families  at  the  north  end 
of  Whitmore  lake,  north  of  Ann  Arbor,  but  in  about  two  years  came  to 
Ionia  and  settled  in  Easton,  Stephen  afterward  coming  to  Ionia  and  dying 
at  his  home  on  Uncoln  avenue.  His  youngest  child  was  Mrs.  Harriet  Dun- 
ham,^ of  Adams  street,  who  died  in  191 3,  the  last  of  her  generation. 
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CANDACE   (vVINSOR)  DEXTER. 

During  the  celebration  of  the  eightieth  anniversary  of  the  coming  of 
the  Dexter  colony,  which  occurred  in  1913  and  was  attended  by  six  of  Mr. 
Dexter's  grandchildren  from  different  points,  a  fact  came  to  light  that  had 
been  completely  lost  track  of  in  the  passing  of  the  3rears,  even  by  her 
descendants  living  here,  and  that  was  the  fact  that  the  mother  of  Samuel 
Dexter  came  with  her  son  on  that  memorable  trip  of  the  colony,  being  at 
that  time  seventy-five  years  of  age,  the  first  white  woman  of  anywhere 
near  her  advanced  age  to  first  come  into  the  wilderness  of  central  and 
western  Michig-an.  Feeliny^  sure  that  she  came  with  her  son  to  live  here, 
and  must  have  died  here,  ancl  in  that  case  must  have  l>een  buried  here,  the 
writer  made  .1  search  for  her  ij^ra\'e  and  found  it,  on  the  Dexter  pint  in  the 
old  part  uf  Oak  Hill  cemetery.  A  well-preserved  stone  is  simply  marked, 
**Candace  Dexter,  died  November,  1846,  aged  eig^lity-eight  years."  What 
varied  experiences  she  had  passed  through.  She  came  from  distinguislied 
ancestry,  whose  genealogy  has  quite  lately  been  obtained  from  the  files  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Association,  at  Washington,  D.  C 

(1)  In  the  fifteenth  century,  Lord  Edward  Windsor,  a  Roman  Cath- 
olic was  1)eheaded,  on  account  of  the  religious  trouMes  of  those  times  in 
England. 

(2)  Family  records  still  existing  state  that  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII, 
Windsor  Castle,  with  the  land  about  it,  was  presented  by  the  fanuly  to  the 
reigning  monarch,  who  converted  it  into  a  royal  castle  and  residence,  and 
in  honor  of  the  donor  continued  its  ancient  name.  (This  is  the  present 
ro3ral  residence  of  the  English  king). 

(3)  Under  Henry  VI IT.  Robert  Windsor,  a  Roman  Catholic  knitjht. 
pr()hal)ly  a  son  or  grandson  of  Lord  Edward  Windsor,  laised  an  army 
again.st  the  Protestants  The  name  and  arms  of  the  fanidv  were  brijng-ht 
to  America  by  Joshua  VVmdsor,  who  came  to  Pro\adencc  in  1638,  and  who 
droi>fjed  the  "d"  out  of  his  name,  which  form  has  l)een  adopted  by  his 
posterity.  Joshua  was  a  grandson  of  Robert  Windsor.  He  came  to  Provi- 
dence in  1638  and  was  one  of  twenty  who  paid  thirty  pounds,  which  had 
been  previously  paid  the  Indians  by  Roger  Williams,  for  land  purchased 
when  Williams  was  banished  from  the  Massachusetts  colony.  These  twenty 
persons  were  admitted  by  Roger  Williams  as  equal  sharers  with  twelve 
others  who  had  come  to  Williams'  asylum,  and  therefore  l)ecame  the  first 
settlers,  after  Williams,  in  Providence. 
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(4)  Joshua  had  one  son,  Samuel,  who  niairied  I\1ctc>  Waterman,  the 
widow  of  Resolved  Watennan,  of  Warwick,  she  being  the  daughter  of 
Roger  Williams.    A  grandson  of  theirs,  Rev.  Esek  Winsor,  was  the  father 

of  Candace  Winsor.  Rev.  Ksek  Winsor  was  chaplain  of  Colonel  T,ii>pett's 
Rhode  fsland  rcg^imcnt  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  Samuel  Dexter  being 
an  officer  of  the  samt-  rt^^iment. 

Tt  will  ahva\s  lie  of  inlcrf>t  Id  luiiianb,  lo  kti'tw  that  thi>  woman,  a 
(lc^(■etlllaIlt  111  lunlly  intiniatt^s  <>\  kinws.  closely  connected  hv  lies  of  blood 
uitli  well-known  names  in  the  earlv  lii-^teiry  of  our  nation,  father  and  hus- 
band both  in  the  War  ot  the  Resuluiion.  her  own  sons  fit-hting  in  the  War 
of  1S12,  should  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-five  years  join  a  colony  to 
establish  a  home  in  the  wilderness  far  from  civilization,  spend  the  first  sum- 
mer in  an  Indian  wigwam  purchased  from  them  by  her  son  for  the  use  of 
his  family,  and  live  for  thirteen  years  in  the  midst  of  this  growing  com- 
munity. 

The  day  her  grave  was  found  by  the  writer — on  May  27,  1913 — a 
sprig  of  live-fore\'er  and  a  little  tree  with  two  leaves  on  and  about  three 
inches  high  was  taken  from  off  the  grave  and  sent  to  her  descendants  in 
Kenosha,  and  they  were  placed  on  the  grave  of  her  son,  John,  who  is  buried 
in  the  jH'ivate  cemetery  on  his  owti  farm  and  both  tree  and  plant  arc  grow- 
ing nicely. 

CHlIJttREN  OP  SAMUEL  AND  ANNA  DEXTER. 

Sanuiel  Dexter,  the  founder  of  lonta.  tnarned  Anna  Fargo,  wlun  oi- 
where  cannot  be  learned.  She  was  a  small  and  verv  reluied  wonian  and 
lived  about  eighteen  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  in  August,  1856. 
Samuel  was  a  man  of  affairs  in  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  state  Legislature  and  had  also  taken  a  contract  for  build- 
ing a  large  part  of  the  Erie  canal  near  his  home  at  Little  flails.  His  wife 
went  with  him  to  superintend  the  care  of  the  large  force  of  men  he  had 
doing  that  work — a.  niece  coming  into  the  home  to  see  to  their  own  family 
and  care  for  his  father  and  mother.  His  father,  Samuel  Dexter,  declared 
the  Erie  canal  would  never  be  a  success,  but  he  lived  to  ride  upon  it. 

Samuel  Dexter  and  his  wife,  Anna,  were  the  parent?  of  ten  children, 
five  sons  and  five  daughters,  but  in  the  fourth  generation  there  is  no  son  to 
carry  down  the  family  name  in  his  branch.  His  sons  were:  Lorenzo,  who 
died  in  California,  has  a  grandson  at  W^inters,  California,  father  of  two 
daughters,  all  that  is  left  o\  his  descendants;  Stephen,  deceased,  who  also 
went  to  California,  ha.s  one  son.  Czar,  at  Eddy,  Montana,  unmarried ;  liarvey 
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died  in  the  Civil  War;  Riley,  died  on  the  way  to  Ionia  in  1833;  John  C, 
who  was  fifteen  at  the  time  his  parents  came  to  Ionia,  gradually  took  his 
father's  place  in  the  milling  business  here,  shipi^ng  Hour  and  wheat,  filled 
also  several  political  positions,  being  county  treasurer  and  state  senator,  was 
also  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the  United  States  land  ofHce,  appointed 
by  President  Lincoln.  His  home  is  the  one  occupied  for  jnan\  \ears  by 
Mrs.  Dr.  Logan,  comer  Rich  and  Washingi'ni  streets.  In  1871  he  trans- 
ferred his  business  to  Kvart,  Michigan,  and  died  there,  leaving  no  son. 
Celia,  a  danehter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dexter,  married  Monzo  Sessions,  at  one 
time  lieutenant-governor  of  Michiqan,  and  also  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank.  Their  homt:  was  the  finest  in  t!ic  county  at  the  time  it  was 
built.  His  large  farm  in  Berlin  is  now  the  [(nna  count}-  liomi-  tor  its 
iintortnnate  poor.  Mary  married  Jonathan  Tihhetts,  whu  at  one  time  owned 
the  V  anderheyden  brick  yard  and  whose  lann  tor  years  a<ljoine<l  the 
Sessions'  farm  on  the  east.  Hmmeline  married  Don  Jones,  whose  home 
for  many  years  was  the  one,  now  remodeled,  that  stands  on  the  east  comer 
of  Main  street  and  Kllis  lane.  It  was  with  them  that  Mrs.  Samuel  Dexter 
spent  her  declining  years.  Prudence  was  first  married  to  William  Dallas, 
elected  the  second  registrar  of  deeds  in  1838.  In  1840  he  was  succeeded  by 
John  C.  Dexter,  but  Mr.  Dallas  was  again  elected  in  1842.  It  was  during 
this  term  that  he  died,  his  tenn  being  finished  by  Fred  K.  Hall.  His  widow 
afterward  married  I^niel  Tower.  Helen,  the  youngest  daughter,  was  bom 
in  Ionia,  married  Chauncey  El  wood  and  removed  to  Illinois  where  she  died 
many  years  ago.  Samuel  Dexter  was  cotisin  to  Oliver  Arnold  and  Mrs. 
Erastus  Yeomans,  who  were  brother  and  sister.  Thev  had  a  brother.  Dexter 
Arnold,  wliQ  came  to  Ifxiia  later,  who  was  father  to  Williani  and  Walter 
D.  Arnold. 

Mr.  Dexter  L;a\e  the  west  half  of  the  court  house  iironnds  to  the  county 
of  Ionia  for  a  court  house  site,  as  he  also  gave  grrnmd  to  Kent  county  for 
tlie  same  purpose,  out  of  the  land  he  located  there.  He  also  gave  the  ground 
to  the  Baptist  Church  Society  to  build  a  churdi  upon  as  he  and  his  wife 
were  two  of  the  first  six  members  of  that  society  at  its  formation,  the  24th 
of  June,  1834.  The  meeting  was  hdd  at  the  home  of  Erastus  Yeomans  and 
the  other  members  were  Alfred  Comell  and  Nancy,  his  wife,  Erastus  Yeo- 
mans and  Phoebe,  his  wife.  Mr.  Dexter  died  suddenly,  in  Ionia,  in  .August, 
1856,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year,  at  the  home  occupied  by  him  for  many  years, 
across  the  street  from  his  mill  fon  the  corner  west  of  the  armory,  now 
known  as  Dexter  Park)  and  is  buried  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery,  a  fjeautiful  spot 
overiooking  the  little  city  he  founded. 
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OLIVER  ARNOLD. 

Oliver  Arnold  was  born  on  March  16.  1793,  at  Sniilhfield,  in  the  state 
of  khodf  Island,  and  later  nrnvt-d  to  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  and 
from  thai  piaie  came  to  Michii^an  m  the  spring  of  1833  with  the  l)t  xicr 
colony.    Satnuel  Dexter  had  ronie  to  lunia  in  the  year  1852  and  located  one 
Inimlred  and  sixty  acres  ot  land,  a  part  of  which  is  the  presetit  site  of  the 
Hayes  Ionia  factory,  and  the  land  extended  north  to  near  Lincoln  avenue, 
near  the  Arbeiter  hall.    Mr.  Dexter  had  told  the  colonists,  that  they  could 
cut  all  the  hay  wanted  for  their  cattle  in  his  dry  prairie,  the  ]>rairie  alluded 
to  being  the  muck  land  north  of  the  Hayes  factory,  where  celery  is  now 
raised.    The  year  before  nnjjst  have  been  a  very  dry  year,  so  Mr.  Dexter 
got  the  impression  that  this  marsh  was  i\ry,  but  when  the  colony  arrived 
they  found  it  a  frog-pond.    This  discouraged  Mr.  Arnold  and  things  did 
not  look  as  he  expected,  and  he  looked  for  land  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  for  two  dnvs  htit  found  iiothinj^  that  suited  him.    On  the  morning 
of  the  third  day  Air.  Arnold  was  at  the  river  near  tbf  n^irth         of  the 
prc-ciit  iron  bridge  and  an  Indian  was  passin.t^  in  his  ranoc.    "Mr.  Arnold 
tnolioned  that  "he  wanted  to  get  acros.>  and  the  Indian  took  him  iti  and  landed 
hull  on  the  south  bank.    At  that  time  the  present  Arnold  creek  Howed  into 
the  river  at  this  point,  near  the  south  entl  of  the  present  bridge.  Mr.  Arnold 
followed  the  creek — ^the  timber  was  large  sugar  maples — ^he  having  no 
knowledge  that  the  river  overflowed  its  banks,  it  all  looked  good  to  him, 
and  he  decided  that  he  would  make  his  future  home  there.    He  located  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  the  northeast  comer  being  near  the  south 
end  of  the  present  bridge,  and  the  southwest  comer  is  the  present  Loomis 
school  house  lot,  Mr.  Arnold  later  dee<ling  this  lot  to  the  school  district 
for  school  purposes. 

Mr.  Arnold  built  his  log  caWn  about  ten  rods  east  of  the  present  Arnold 
factory,  on  the  northwest  part  of  lot  12.  of  Crawford's  stirvey,  in  the  north 
half  of  section  30.  Later  he  built  a  house  on  lot  6.  of  satne  survey,  and  in 
this  house  Oliver  Arnold  died  on  May  26,  1859,  aged  sixty-six  years,  two 
months  and  ten  days. 

Oliver  Arnold  had  three  wives,  the  last  surviving  hini.    His  Urst  wife 
was  a  daughter  oi  Elder  Silas  Barnes,  formerly  from  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, and  she  departed  from  this  life  in  Herkimer  county.  New  York, 
July  7,  1822,  aged  twenty-seven  years,  three  months  and  ten  days.   By  this 
(31) 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


union  five  children  are  known  to  have  grown  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 
Horace  Barnes  Arnold,  bom  April  3,  181 3,  died  in  the  state  of  New  York^ 
October  31,  1890,  a  dentist  by  profession.  Silas  Dexter  was  bom  on  Febru- 
ary 18,  1 81 5,  and  died  on  October  18,  1892,  aged  seventy-seven  years  and 
four  months.  He  died  at  the  home  of  William  Lord,  three  miles  north  of 
Ionia.  Mrs.  Lord  was  his  adopted  daughter.  Anthony  Phylena  Arnold 
was  bom  on  July  10,  181 7,  and  died  on  Apri]  8,  1893,  aged  seventy-six 
3^r$,  eight  motiths  and  twenty-nine  days.  She  was  the  wife  of  Doctor 
Lincoln  and  is  buried  in  Ionia.  AnthiUla  TT  Arnold  was  born  on  September 
4,  t8ic),  and  was  married  to  Mr.  Teft.  d\  iiiij  in  New  York  Cdate  unknown). 
Oliver  tidi?on  Arnold  wa5  horn  on  June  6,  1822.  and  died  in  Lockhart, 
Texas,  (  n  July  1,  1^594,  aged  seventy-two  years,  twenty-five  days,  a  dentist 
by  profession. 

There  is  no  date  of  Oliver  Arnold  s  i>econd  marriage,  or  liis  wife's  • 
maiden  name.  She  came  with  the  colony  to  Ionia,  and  died  on  February 
ti,  1834,  only  about  eight  months  after  their  arrival,  aged  thirty-nine  years, 
one  month  and  twenty-seven  days,  leaving  Mr.  Arnold  with  four  children  of 
her  own  and  five  by  his  first  wife — ^nine  children  in  the  wilderness.  Susan 
Arnold,  the  second  wife  of  Oliver  Amc^d,  was  doubtless  the  first  grown 
white  person  to  die  in  Ionia  county.  There  were  no  burying  grounds,  no 
churches  and,  I  think,  no  minister,  no  coffin  and  no  lumber  to  make  one,  so 
pianks  were  split  from  trees  and  a  rude  box  was  m:ide  to  answer  for  a 
coffin.  A  iileasant  ^]H-)t  was  selected  on  top  of  the  hill,  some  three  hundred 
feet  ^outhwcst  of  their  cabin,  and  there  ^h*-  as  laid  to  rest.  Oliver  Arnold 
wished  to  he  laid  Ix^side  her,  and  when  he  died,  i went \- fixe  years  later,  his 
wish  was  carried  out,  and  today  they  are  sleeping.:"  side  hy  side  on  the  land 
they  Ixjuglit  of  the  government.  The  svoi  is  located  ul>out  tlirec  lauulred 
fee*  due  south  of  the  present  Arnold  factory  on  the  very  top  of  the  hill, 
under  the  spreading  branches  of  a  large  beech  tree. 

The  four  children  bom  to  this  second  marriage  were  Chauncey  Fair- 
childs  Arnold,  bom  on  April  24,  1824,  and  died  on  September  23,  1901,  at 
his  home  in  South  Ionia,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  four  months  and  twenty- 
five  days.  James  Hutton  Amold.  bom  on  September  4,  1826,  also  died  in 
South  Ionia.  Mary  Amanda  Amold,  bom  on  June  5,  1828,  and  died  on 
August  8,  1834,  aged  six  years,  two  months  and  three  days,  only  six  months 
after  her  mother  died,  and  she  was  buried  on  the  hill  by  her  mother.  George 
We«lev  Arnold,  born  on  March  2t.  1832.  died  at  his  home  in  south  Tonia, 
March  ri.  1888,  ai^cd  fifty  five  years,  eleven  months  and  eighteen  days,  and 
is  buried  in  Balcom  cemetery. 
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The  maiden  nanie  of  Oliver  Arnold  s  tbirrl  wife  was  Fannie  Bourden, 
and  she  was  an  aunt  to  the  late  Hiram  Bonrden,  and  great  aunt  to  Byrotl 
Bourden,  now  li\ing  east  of  Palo.  No  children  were  bom  by  this  mar- 
riage. Fanine  (Bourden}  Arnold  died  on  April  15,  1866,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years,  eleven  months  and  eighteen  days. 

SHORTAGE  OF  PROVISIONS. 

Before  the  colony  left  Detroit  they  bought  a  quantity  of  flour  and 
shipped  it  to  Gran<l  Haven  Tt  was  five  months  on  its  way  and  a  trip 
was  made  to  that  idacc  after  it.  It  was  found  to  be  damaged  and  wonris 
were  devonr]n,i;  it.  hut  these  were  siile'l  out  and  e\cry  particle  saved,  as  it 
was  considered  precious,  as  there  were  nu  to  i^rind  wheat  or  corn 

If  corn  bread  or  cake  was  had.  the  corn  had  lu  bu  han)nicrcd  hne.  then  sifted 
and  for  many  years  the  only  way  to  utilize  corn  easily  was  in  the  shape  of 
hulled  corn,  and  hulled  com  and  milk  were  their  main  living  for  several 
years.  1-ater  Mr.  Welch  settled  west  of  Ionia  on  the  stream  now  known 
as  Bellamy  creek.  He  improved  the  water  power  and  put  in  a  saw-mill 
and  a  grinder  that  would  grind  com. 

Oliver  Arnold  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  as  the  government  had 
established  a  shop  at  Grand  Rapids,  to  do  work  principally  for  the  Indians, 
Mr.  Arnold  got  emplo3anent  there  ajid  worked  several  years,  in  fact  was 
forced  to  do  so  to  keep  his  large  family  from  starvation,  for  while  some 
of  his  elder  children  were  large  enough  to  earn  money,  there  was  no  chance 
here  to  do  so.  fn  later  years  the  creek  near  his  house  v.'a?  made  to  turn 
a  grindstone  and  operate  a  bellows  in  a  small  shop  he  established  near  his 
home,  and  later  the  water  power  the  creek  aii'orded  was  improved  in  a 
more  modern  way,  and  it  now  furnishes  power  for  the  ;\rnold  machine  shop 
and  foundry  owned  by  Mr.  bred  li.  .Arnold,  the  only  descendant  that  still 
makes  the  old  Arnold  homestead  his  home.  Fred  E.  Arnold  was  born 
and  always  lived  on  some  part  of  the  land  his  grandfather,  Oliver  Arnold, 
bought  of  the  United  States  government  in  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Georige 
Wesley  Arnold.  Mr.  Arnold  still  has  two  deeds  from  the  United  States 
of  America  to  Oliver  Arnold.  The  first  is  dated  November  4,  1834,  and 
is  signed  by  President  Andrew  Jackson,  and  describes  the  west  half  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  3a  Another  deed,  dated  May  i,  1839,  signed 
by  Martin  Van  Buren,  President,  describes  the  west  half  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  30. 
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Job  Arnold,  the  father  of  Oliver  Arnold,  was  a  native  of  Smithtield, 
Rhode  Island,  and  was  a  soldi lt  during  ihe  Revolutionary  War. 

[This  account  of  the  life  of  Oliver  Arnold  was  compiled  by  his  grand- 
son, Fred  E.  Arnold,  of  South  Ionia] . 

ERASTUS  YBOMANS. 

Erastus  Yeomans  was  lx)rn  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  August  ii,  1791. 
His  parents  were  Daniel  and  Esther  Yeomans.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
removed  with  them  lo  German  Flats,  Herkimer  county.  New  York.  The 
next  year  he  became  a  teacher  in  one  of  the  public  schools  of  the  county, 
and  evidence  of  his  etficiency  in  thih  ca]^city,  at  the  early  age  ot  .seventeen, 
is  given  in  the  fact)  that  he  continued  in  the  same  position  for  nearly  three 
years,  with  an  advance  of  salary  each  year.  Soon  after  this,  in  the  War  of 
1812,  he  demonstrated  his  iitnc^s  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  republic  by  taking 
his  place  in  the  ranks  of  her  defenders. 

On  March  19,  1815.  Erastus  Yeomans  married  Phoebe  Arnold,  of 
Fairfield,  New  York.  His  parents  being  advanced  in  years,  their  care 
devolved  upon  him  and  his  wife,  which  duty  was  conscientiously  discharged. 
Thinking  that  the  future  of  his  young  family  would  be  improved  in  the 
West,  he  Joined  the  Dexter  colony,  to  the  then  territory  of  Michigan,  the 
magnitude  of  which  undertaking  can  now  hardly  be  estimated.  For  hardy 
men  to  plunge  into  the  wilderness,  going  far  from  civilization  and  all  of  its 
comforts  is  hard  enough,  but  to  be  accompanied  by  wives  and  laige  families 
of  little  children,  seems  at  this  day  an  insurmountable  task,  requiring  to  the 
limit  the  elements  of  heroism  and  patience  and  unfailing  fortitude.  But 
lonians  are  today  proud  to  know  that  civilization  was  started  in  western 
Michigan  by  a  colony  of  fine,  high-minded  people,  of  whom  any  community 
could  boa-st. 

With  the  official  organization  and  administration  of  the  aiTairs  of  his 
county  and  town,  Mr.  Yeomans  was  closely  identified.  He  was  appointed 
first  postmaster  of  Ionia  cotmty,  receiving  his  commission  from  Amos  Ken- 
dall, postmaster-general  under  President  Jackson,  which  position  he  hdd  for 
six  years.  In  1841  he  was  dected  associate  judge  of  the  county,  continuing 
to  serve  in  that  capacity  f<M-  eight  years,  and  was  always  active  in  advanc- 
ing the  best  interests  of  humanity  and  of  the  community,  and  it  was  in  his 
home  on  what  is  now  West  Main  street  that  the  first  church  service  was 
hdd  in  the  new  community  on  June  24,  1^34.  F.Wer  E.  I.joomis,  agent 
of  the  Baptist  Home  Misisonary  Society  and  Elder  E.  Slater,  missionary 
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at  the  station  of  Grand  Rapids.  At  this  meeting,  six  persons  united  in 
conference:  Samuel  Dexter  and  Anna,  his  wife;  Alfred  Cornell  and  Nan^, 
his  wife;  Erastus  Yeomans  and  Phoebe,  his  wife.  Mr.  Yeomans  was  a 
life-long  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  was  the  last  one  of  the  original 
colony  to  die — ^his  death  taking  place  in  1883,  in  the  ninety^second  year  of  his 
life,  at  his  old  home  on  West  Main  street. 

Mrs.  Phoebe  (Arnold)  Yeomans  was  bora  in  Smlthfield,  Rhode  Island, 
March  18,  1797.  Her  parents.  Job  and  Hannah  Araold,  were  of  promin- 
ent families  in  the  early  history  of  Rhode  Island.  She  was  one  of  a  largfe 
family  of  children,  and  early  gnvc  evidence  of  that  amiability  and  strcn^h 
of  character  which  as  wife,  niuther  and  friend  made  her  in  these  relations 
a  tower  of  strength  always.  She  removed  with,  her  parents  to  hViirlield, 
Herkimer  county,  \e\\'  Yi'rlx.  wliere  she  was  married  to  F.r.'istus  Veomans» 
March  10.  and  this  nnion  ]>r<>vcd  u>  he  a  nujsl  happy  one.  Poss^S- 

iiig  to  ail  eminent  degree  soundness  of  judgment  and  moral  force,  she  bore 
with  unfaltering  spirit,  the  burdens  and  hardships  of  a  pioneer  mother,  and 
was  faithful  to  her  generation  in  the  sphere  in  which  she  moved. 

The  children  bora  of  this  union  were  Sanford  A.,  Amanda  D.,  Harriett, 
Hiram,  Sarah  M.,  Emily,  Mary  M.  and  Harriett  A.  Mrs.  Yeomans  entered 
into  rest,  June  25,  1864,  her  memory  being  treasured  by  her  descendants. 

In  another  history  of  Ionia  county  compiled  by  John  S.  Schenck  and 
published  in  1881.  are  letters  from  Hon.  Alonzo  Sessions  and  Rev.  Alfred 
Cornell — giving  their  different  views  r^rding  the  early  days  of  the  settle- 
ment— and  follow ing^  is  a  letter,  written  liy  Mrs.  Erastus  Yeomans,  to  her 
sister,  Abigail  Adams,  of  Albany,  New  York,  soon  after  the  colony  had 
arrived  at  Tonta.  Also  an  interesting^  note  added  to  her  letter,  by  her  hus- 
band. Jndcrc  Yeomans.  Mrs.  Frances  F..  TUntis,  of  St.  Louis.  ATichic^an, 
great  eoniinar^ler  of  the  Maccabees,  and  granddaughter  of  IMrs.  Yeomans, 
owns  rlie  original  and  sent  a  copy  to  President  17.  B.  Hayes,  of  the  Ionia 
County  i^ioiieer  Society,  and  it  came  to  |)nl>!ic  notice  for  the  first  time  when 
Mr.  Hayes  read  it  at  the  annual  meeting  held  at  the  (Church  of  Christ, 
August  II,  1915. 

"Grand  River,  Ionia  County,  July  ix,  1833. 
"Dear  Sister:  Having  an  opportunity  of  sending  as  far  as  Homer  I 
will  write  you.  You  have  undoubtedly  heard  from  us.  Mr.  Yeomans  wrote 
Mr.  Adams,  by  Mr.  Fox.  of  Columbia,  a  young  man  that  came  along  with  • 
us  with  a  view  of  purchasing  land,  which  he  has  near  by.  Mr.  Yeomans 
has  purchased  three  hundred  acres  of  land  and  paid  for  it  and  is  well  pleased 
with  it;  he  says  he  never  enjoyed  such  a  contented  mind  in  Herkimer  county. 
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His  health  has  not  been  better  lor  many  years  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
and  the  children  and  myself  are  all  well  at  present.  Dear  sister,  1  do  think 
that  I  do  realize  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  supporting  us  through  a  long 
and  tedious  journey. 

"We  left  Frankfort  April  25  and  arrived  in  Buffalo,  May  5,  and  to 
our  great  surprise  found  Harriett  Stark  living  there.  She  and  her  husband 
came  to  o»ir  lodgings  about  an  hour  before  we  left  for  the  steamlxmt.  They 
were  wcil.  lliey  were  goinp  to  leave  the  place  in  a  day  or  two  for  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  VVe  had  pleasant  weather  on  the  lake.  There  were  iK'twecn 
five  and  six  hundred  passeng'ers,  besides  nine  horses  and  two  yoke  of  cattle. 
The  most  of  us  were  very  seasick.  We  left  BniYalo  Monday  morning  and 
arrived  in  Detroit  Wednesday  ni<,dit  at  ten  o  clock.  There  we  stayed  until 
Saturday,  when  we  took  our  wagons.  They  were  all  heavily  loaded.  Mr. 
Dexter's  oxen  and  cows  were  ready  for  him;  the  others  bought  at  a  reason- 
able rate.  There  were  twelve  cows  drove  on  a  part  of  the  way  gave  milk, 
whidi  helped  us  very  much  on  the  way.  We  were  nine  days  traveUng  in 
the  woods  after  we  left  the  road.  I  cannot  make  you  sensible  of  the  appear- 
ance we  made,  sixty-three  in  number,  cutting  and  clearing  our  way  for 
heavily  loaded  teams  where  a  wagon  never  ran  before,  making  hasty  pud- 
dings, baking  bread  in  tin  bakers,  washing  dishes,  some  eating  on  a  log, 
some  on  the  bottom  of  a  washtub. 

'*We  hired  a  pilot  and  gave  him  fourteen  dollars  to  go  through  with  us. 
The  Indians  were  very  friendly  on  the  way,  hut  they  were  few  in  nnnibers. 
We  are  not  afraid  of  them;  Ihey  often,  fetch  venison,  baskets,  cranberries, 
etc.  We  bought  fi^.e  wii^wams  for  twelve  shillings  each,  where  we  reside 
at  present;  the  men  are  going  to  building  hou.ses  soon.  I  never  saw  vege- 
tation grow  so  fast  as  in  this  place.  The  ground  appears  to  he  verv  rich 
and  fertile.  The  men  all  went  to  work  on  Mr.  Dexter's  land  and  made  a 
fence.  We  have  com,  potatoes,  beans  and  melons  and  a  variety  of  other 
kinds  of  garden  stuff.  We  have  received  our  goods,  a  part  of  them  were 
brought  up  the  river  by  the  French  and  Indians,  the  others,  our  men  went 
and  got  themselves. 

"I  often  think  of  you  all  and  the  rest  of  my  friends  and  when  I  think 
of  the  distance  that  separates  me  from  them,  it  gives  me  feelings  that  you 
can  realize  in  part.  I  cajuiot  say  that  I  am  discontented.  I  hope  it  will  l>e 
.  for  the  best  that  we  come  to  this  place;  ]yat  that  we  do  not  know;  we  must 
never  expect  to  esca|)e  trouble,  disapppointnients,  sickness  and  death,  but 
feel  to  put  our  trust  in  God 

"Our  land  joins  Mr.  Dexter's  and  is  well  watered.    Oliver's  land  is  on 
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the  other  side  of  the  river  opposite  ours.  I  think  that  this  country  will 
settle  fast,  as  people  are  coming  in  from  all  parts  to  view  and  purchase 
land.  Otir  Doctor  Lincoln  is.  we  think,  a  fine  voutii^  man.  I  think  he  will 
teach  school  for  us  as  soon  as  winici  Mrs.  Dexter  lost  her  youngest  child 
on  the  road ;  he  had  the  canker  rash.  1  expected  this  dreadful  disease  would 
enrage  amongst  the  children  h\n  it  did  not.  There  were  some  few  that  had 
ihe  rash.  1  wish  yon  and  faniily  were  here.  I  think  there  will  l>e  roads  in 
a  few  years.  There  is  a  road  laid  out  from  Detroit  to  Grand  River,  which 
is  already  bejj^un. 

".Amatida  says  T  nnist  tell  Aunt  ,\dams  what  a  fine  babe  we  have. 
She  has  grown  hncly  all  the  way.  Please  give  my  love  to  all  your  family  — 
the  children  send  theirs  too.  Remember  us  all  to  Mr.  Fosgate's  family. 
Sister  Susan's  health  is  very  poor  at  present.  Philena's  health  is  much  the 
same.    I  could  write  more,  but  have  not  time. 

"Phebe  Yeomans." 

A  shorter  letter  was  added  by  Mr.  Yeomans: 

"D.  Friend:  I  have  only  time  to  say  a  few  words  to  you  respecting 
land  in  this  country,  the  quality  of  which  is  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  I 
ever  saw,  particularly  on  Grand  River.  The  springs  and  streams  of  water 
arc  first  quality.  Land  may  be  selected  with  heavy  timber,  or  little  timber, 
or  no  timber.  I  have  boi:^ht  upwards  of  three  hundred  acres,  embracing 
portions  of  each  kind — well- watered,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  county 
seat  being  fixed  neai*  by  it  or  on  it,  as  it  is  near  the  center  of  the  county  and 
the  situation  is  very  eUgible.  We  have  ten  or  twelve  acres  of  com  which 
I  guess  will  compare  with  any  in  the  state  of  New  York.  I  was  never  in  a 
country  which  T  think  offers  greater  advantajg^es  for  a  poor  man  to  settle 
in  than  this.  Thev  arc  tar  superior  to  my  anticipations.  I  have  been  two 
trips  (low II  the  river  aftir  oiir  furniture  and  pine  boards  tor  my  house, 
w'hich  I  Impe  to  sev  errcted  soon.  The  land  alony^  the  river  is  excellent  and 
the  prospect  deli^hrful  If  yon  <honld  l>elie\e  niy  story,  and  I  think  it  wiU 
l)ear  investigation,  I  siiall  expect  to  see  you  settle  here. 

"E.  Yeomans." 

After  the  colony  arrived  at  the  location  of  Ionia,  \vhich  was  their 
destination,  the  morning  of  May  28,  1^33.  amid  the  bustle  and  contusion, 
Mr.  Y  eomans  went  to  one  side  a  little  way  and  sitting-  down  upon  a  log" 
wrote  out  the  following  hymn,  after  which  he  called  the  rest  of  the  colony 
alx>ut  him,  read  it  to  them,  and  they  held  there  a  service  of  song  and  prayer. 
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GRATITUDE  TO  GOD. 

Well  praise  thy  name.  O  God  of  grace, 

For  all  tby  mercies  sbosvu— 
We've  been  preserved  to  teach  tttis  jfltuse. 
And  find  a  pleamnt  home. 

la  Journeying  fur  from  distant  lunds 
We're  had  thy  conataiit  can; 

B&ve  boon  stipportwl  by  thy  hand 
To  abun  ottcb  eril  suare. 

Throin^  dantfera  great  and  toils  lefrere, 

Then,  Lord,  hath  led  our  way; 
Thou  art  our  helper,  ever  near, 

To  gidde  na  day  by  day. 

Help  us,  0  Ivord.  to  raise  our  song 

Of  gratitude  to  Thee; 
Great  God,  to  Thee  all  pralae  belooga, 

From  land  to  land,  from  sea  to  sea. 

From  a  letter  which  was  sent  the  writer  in  Fetn'uary,  1916,  written  by 
Mrs.  Yeomans  to  her  sister  in  the  East,  late  in  1834  or  the  spring  of  1835, 
we  quote: 

"We  have  been  blesscU  wiiti  our  iieAlths  tlie  most  of  the  time  since  we 
have  been  here.  We  think  we  are  pleasantly  situated  for  a  new  place.  I 
think  you  would  be  pleased  with  it  if  you  and  your  family  were  here.  We 
have  a  very  good  little  society.  1  think  better  here  than  any  settlement  on 
the  river.  We  have  thirteen  families  within  three  miles.  We  have  a  meet- 
ing every  Sabbath  at  our  house,  and  Sabbath  school  after  meeting.  We 
have  a  temperance  society  formed  consisting  of  twenty-three  members. 

"You  have  doubtless  heard  of  Susan's  (the  wife  of  her  brother,  Oliver 
Arnold)  death  before  this.  She  died  on  February  1 1,  1834,  and  in  August 
following  little  Amanda  followed  her  mother  to  an  er^rly  grave.  O  may 
these  lessons  of  afiliction  teach  u>  the  uncertainty  of  all  earthly  enjoyments. 
Brother  Dexter  (  father  to  William  and  Walter  D.  \rnoId)  was  hert-  last 
fall.  He  was  very  much  pleased  with  his  land  here.  He  thinks  he  shall 
remove  here  next  spring  if  hi.s  family  is  so  that  he  can.    *    *  *" 

"Phebe  Ykomans." 

Added  to  this  letter  is  one  written  l>y  her  dan,t(hter.  Amanda,  who 
afterward  became  the  wife  of  Kev.  Alfred  Cornell,  to  her  coiLsin — from 
which  we  quote : 

"I  am  very  much  pleased  with  our  situation.    I  do  not  wish  to  lie  placed 
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back  again,  although  I  of  ten  wish  I  was  there  a  short  time  to  visit  with  my 
friends  and  old  acquaintances.  Our  house  is  a  new  country  style  built  of 
logs,  but  far  better  than  any  I  ever  saw  in  New  York  state.  Before  we 
left  German  Flats,  we  anticipated  some  fear  of  the  Tndians,  but  they  appear 
perfectly  harmless.  There  are  none  living  near  us.  They  frequently  bring 
cranberries.  We  have  a  Ane  parcel  of  aijple  trees  growing  and  they  look 
very  thriving.  Crab  apples  and  red  plums  grow  spontaneously  in  this 
country.  We  have  a  good  society  of  younir  people  in  this  place.  I  think 
a  better  one  of  the  <!ze  i«  seldom  found.  *  *  *  Yon  would  Hke  living 
here.  1  think,  ft  docs  not  appear  like  mo'^t  new  countries.  Michigan  is 
Sftthng  very  fast.  ♦  ♦  ♦  j  almost  iorgot  to  tell  you  Sanford  and 
myself  have  been  on  a  visit  to  the  rapids  of  Grand  river,  a  distance  of 
nearly  forty  miles.  We  visited  the  three  Mr.  Reeds.  They  have  very 
|)leasant  situations  near  a  small  lake.  We  went  down  the  river  in  a  small 
boat.    *    ♦    *    Your  sincere  cousin,  Amanda  Yeomans.'* 

The  following  is  an  old  "love  token"  sent  to  one  of  the  daughters  of 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Yeomans,  intending  to  be  an  acrostic  on  her  name: 

AN  ACROSTIC. 

So  frail  is  l^eauty,  dearest  youth, 
A  trifle  when  compared  with  truth; 
Riches  is  virtue's  lurightest  gem, 
Adorns  the  fairest  diadem. 
Here  dearest  Sarah,  you  will  find 
More  beauties  to  adorn  thy  mind; 
A  heart  that's  gentle,  meek  and  kind. 
Rise  then,  above  all  earthly  joys 
And  join  your  youthful  notes  to  sing. 
You'll  then  be  happier  far  than  King; 
Ever  with  Angels  you'll  rejoice 
Oh !  ha|)pv  child '  come  time  your  voice, 
Mingle  the  hi^'liest  notes  of  praise 
,\r(:)nn(l  the  thnmo  of  Gnd's  free  grace; 
New  glories  11  spread  before  thy  face. 

Wn.UAM  B.  LINCOLN. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Lincoln,  of  Ionia.  Ionia  county,  Midiigan,  was  the  third 
of  nine  children  of  James  and  Lucy  (Whitconib)  I^mcoln,  natives  of  Massa* 
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chusetts.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they  moved  to  Vermont  and  settled 
in  the  township  of  Peru,  Bennington  county,  where  William  was  bom, 
December  29,  1807.  With  the  exce(>tion  of  seven  years  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  he  spent  his  time  in  Peru  until  he  was  seventeen,  woiicing  and 
attending  school  alternately  as  opportunity  offered.  He  decided  to  prepare 
himself  for  a  teacher  and  soon  acquired  a  knowledge  of  branches  taught  in 
the  common  schools.  From  that  time  imti^  he  had'  completed  the  study 
of  his  profession,  school  teaching  was  his  winter  work  and  farm  work  his 
delight  in  summer. 

After  liaving  finished  his  preparatory  .studies  he  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  Abraham  Lowell,  of  Thesicr,  Vermont,  as  a  >lu(lenr.  Having  com- 
pleted his  ti:reL'-years  tenn  of  study  and  afteiitleil  two  courses  of  medical 
lectures  at  the  ("limcal  School  of  Medicine,  in  Woodstock.  Vermont,  he 
gradualed  in  May,  1832.  In  the  summer  of  that  year  he  practi.ccxi  ai  Mdn- 
chester,  Vermont,  and  taught  school  during  the  winter  in  the  same  place. 
The  following  spring  he  visited  Boston  and  shortly  after  his  return  set  out 
'  on  horseback  on  a  prosi>ecting  tour.  On  his  arrival  at  Herkimer  county, 
New  York,  he  learned  of  the  formation  of  the  Dexter  colony,  whose  desti- 
nation was  Ionia,  Ionia  cotmty,  Michigan.  After  visiting  Afr.  Dexter  at  his 
residence  in  Schuyler  he  decided  to  accompany  them. 

They  left  Utica  on  April  25,  and  arrivetl  in  Tonia  May  28,  being  one 
month  and  three  days  on  the  way.  The  entire  Grand  River  valley  below 
Jadkson  was  then  an  unbroken  wilderness  inhabited  only  by  Indians  and 
wild  beasts,  with  now  and  then  an  Indian  trading  station.  On  arriving 
here  and  viewinof  as  best  he  could  the  conditions  and  surroundings  he  con- 
cHided  to  cast  his  tot  with  the  colony  and  make  Ionia  his  home.  In  the 
meantime  a  colony  settled  where  ("hicaie^o  now  .stands,  without  a  doctor. 
Hearing  of  the  yoimg  Doctor  Lincoln  from  the  Fast  alxjut  to  locate  in 
Tonia.  they  tried  to  uiduce  him  to  leave  Michigan  and  come  to  them,  ofTer- 
mg  him,  among  other  things,  forty  acres  of  land  where  the  city  of  Chicago 
now  stands.  He  replied,  **T  have  stuck  my  stakes— and  here  I  stay,"  and 
he  remained  here  all  his  long  and  useful  life. 

WORK  OP  A  PIONEER  PKYSICIAN. 

For  the  first  year  or  two  of  his  professional  services  in  the  county,  his 
time  not  being  fully  occupied,  he  turned  his  attention  in  the  inter\als  of 
leisure  to  whatever  would  best  subserve  the  interests  of  the  colony.  Year 
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by  year  as  the  settlement  extended,  his  business  also  extended.  For  many 
years  he  was  the  only  physician  in  this  region,  and  frequently  traveled  into 
adjoining  counties,  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  on  horseback,  with  big  leather 
saddle-bags  strapped  securely  to  the  saddle  containing  all  kinds  of  remedies, 
and  some  instruments,  never  sure  where  he  might  be  called,  or  what  might 
be  needed  before  his  return  home.  Many  times  when  the  old  Grand  river 
was  on  a  rampage  or  when  floating  ice  would  not  permit  his  fording  on 
horseback,  he  would  row  across,  then  walk  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  see  some 
sick  person. 

At  one  time  an  Indian  chief  became  very  ansj^ry  at  the  paleface  doctor 
and  threatened  his  hfe.  Many  warnings  came  but  withont  '1r  x  in^r  away 
the  man  who  had  come  to  stay.  At  last  the  dread  disease,  smalliK'x,  apfx:ared 
among  these  Indians  who  beggetl  tor  the  jjaleiace  to  cmne  and  cure  them, 
but  the  old  chief  said,  "No,  I  will  not  send  for  him  for  he  would  not  come 
if  I  did."  At  last  news  came  to  the  colony  of  their  terrible  condition  and 
without  waiting  for  the  call.  Doctor  Lincoln  went  to  their  relief.  He  found 
among  others  the  chief's  son,  almost  beyond  help,  but  managed  to  save  his 
life,  thus  winning  the  undying  gratitude  of  the  old  diief.  Nothing  in  the 
Michigan  woods  was  then  too  good  for  his  friend  the  doctor. 

In  1834  Doctor  Lincoln  built  the  first  frame  house.  Part  of  this  house 
is  the  home  of  Dr.  T.  R.  Allen,  lately  deceased.  On  July  5,  1835,  he  mar- 
ried Anthy  P.  Arnold,  a  daughter  of  Oliver  Arnold,  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  colony.  They  were  tlie  first  white  couple  married  in  the 
county.  This  young  wife  was  a  truly  helpmate,  never  refusing  to  aid  the 
sick  and  .suffering — many  a  helpless  sick  man  was  carried  to  this  little 
hmiie  to  be  carer!  for  and  kciH  until  well  enonn'h  to  on  liis  wav.  Com- 
forts were  lew  and  luxuries  unknown,  yel  no  one  e\er  knew  this  faithful 
conjjle  to  refuse  to  divide  wliat  they  had  among  otliers  who  needed  it  worse 
than  they. 

Doctor  Lincoln  was  elected  the  lirst  townsliip  clerk  of  Ionia,  the  town- 
ship then  embracing  the  entire  county.  The  first  meeting  was  held  on  April 
6,  1835.  He  was  afterward  justice  of  the  peace,  school  inspector  and 
as.<«essor.  Doctor  Lincoln  was  a  Whig  and  when  that  party  distxinded 
became  a  Republican.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Baptist 
church,  which  was  organized  in  1834,  was  its  first  derk  and  was  one  of  the  * 
trustees  for  years,  also  a  deacon. 
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DOCTOR  Lincoln's  descendants. 

William  B.  and  .\nthy  i  Arnold )  Lincoln  were  tiie  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, ihree  daughters  and  two  sons.  William  Tully  and  Horace  Greeley 
died  early  in  life,  the  latter  while  attending  Kalamazoo  College.  The  first 
daughter,  Julia  E.,  was  bom  on  September  30,  1836,  and  was  married  to 
Virgil  S.  Eastman,  of  Watervillc,  New  York,  on  July  3,  1854.  The  second 
daughter.  Marietta,  was  bom  on  .\ugust  25,  1838,  and  was  married  to  Dr. 
H.  B.  Bames,  of  Ionia,  July  18.  1861.  The  third  daughter,  Jennie,  was 
bom  on  November  15,  1853.  and  was  married  on  September  3,  1873,  ^ 
George  W.  Nelles,  of  Ionia. 

His  long  residence  in  lunia,  his  eminent  social  and-  professional  abilities, 
have  made  Doctor  Lincoln's  name  a  household  word  in  his  own  s^ion. 
He  will  be  remembered  as  a  man  loyal  to  his  God,  a  true  friend,  a  kind 
husband  md  father,  a  Christian  g-entleman,  and  an  earnest  worker  in  all  enter- 
prisc:  tor  the  general  good  of  society.  Doctor  Lincohi  passed  out  of 
this  life  on  June  12,  1882,  and  the  last  writing  or  business  that  he  attended 
to  was  to  write  a  notice  of  the  pioneer  meeting',  May  28;  almost  to  the  last 
was  his  mind  on  his  beloved  colony  Mrs.  Lincoln  survived  him  until 
.A^il  8,  1893,  when  she  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond, 

The  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Virgil  Eastman,  of  Waterville,  New  York; 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Barnes,  of  Iowa,  and  Mrs.  George. W.  Nelles,  of  Muskegon, 
and  four  grandsons.  Dr.  William  Lincoln  Bames,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia;  Ray- 
mond Lincoln  Bames,  of  Birmingham.  Michigan;  Howard  S.  Eastman,  of 
Waterville,  New  York,  and  William  Lincoln  Nelles,  of  Detroit  Michigan, 
are  the  surviving  members  of  the  family. 

It  was  found  out  in  February,  1916,  that  the  ancestry  of  Dr.  W.  B. 
Lincoln  and  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  revered  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  the  same  up  to  a  certain  generation,  when  one  son  of  a  family  went 
south  from  Hinc^ham,  Massachusetts,  this  being  the  branch  to  which  Abraham 
Iwincoln  Ijelongcd. 

The  scales  that  were  used  by  Doctor  Lincoln  to  measure  medicine  arc 
now  the  prized  possession  of  his  grandson,  William  Lincoln  NeUis. 

PIONBERS. 

By  Mr*.  Ik  P.  Brock. 

*Twer«  lit  II  monummt  be  mtaed  to  these, 

S)u  h  as  1)  moniirCh  for  his  tomb  decrees; 

They  did  not  [xrwh  in  n  pntrlot  wnr 
With  glory  leacUug  onward  like  n  star; 
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Nor  lor  some  came,  pre-cmliiait  alone^ 

Die,  un>J  Uieir  fniiie  In  bumiin  hearts  enthrone^ 

but  ui)oi)  llielr  b(»u^  ouv  cities  rise, 
Tbat,  towering,  take  the  monilng  from  the  Alee. 
I'ntoltl.  uiikiioMiMi,  uiiuauien>i]K  bi-otberbood. 
They  hav«»  ^-etnentcd  empires  with  their  hi  nod' 
Tbey  Jlave  gone  down  with  roaring  In  their  ears 
To  dediciite  wtth  death  our  outflung  piers, 
And  when  great  breaste<l  ships  now  Siiil  the  mtid 
They  <-l«sir«  a  iiiirh  tmuiMler  tbnnigh  the  land 
With  R  thoasnnd  flaehlng  itlcks,  while,  na  with  fire 
Their  iKMies  were  racked  with  iK-ben  iiiid  fevers  dire. 
They  hewed  the  forest  down  apd  clefired  the  ground 
Where  now  the  wheels  of  industry  resound. 
Beneath  the  crashing  tree  'oft  times  th^  fell, 
And  knew  no  fnneral  train  nor  pn^n);  bell : 
Deep  in  the  dim,  wide  washing  seas  they  sleep. 
Having  sowed  their  bones  that  luxury  might  reap. 
They  knew  the  mad  machine;  the  Moloch  mill, 
Vo<'(ferrnis.  hn?  slnln.  and  slnr^  them  still; 
And  where  the  hot  blast  lights  the  sky  with  iiame 
They  padah  day  and  night  unknown  to  fome. 
Then  should  be  wiught  the  noblest  snot  on  earth. 
And  Biffel-llke  in  height,  of  Pyramid  girth. 
Rear  op,  tr«nendou8^  to  salute  the  Bun.  . 
Some  witness  to  the  perished  million 
Wlrn  went  <iown  unto  denth  with  none  to  cheer, 
Aud  with  their  lives,  bouglit  all  we  prise  so  dear — 
This  wonder,  and  this  glory  and  almost  shame. 
Called  "ClTilizntion,"  when  tongues  name  the  name. 

ionia's  first?. 

The  first  bank  was  that  of  Winsor  &  Macy,  established  in  1S36,  and  it 
lived  a  year,  being  a  banking  and  exchange  office. 

Cyrus  Lovell  was  the  first  lawyer,  coming  to  Ionia  in  1836. 

The  first  postoffice  was  established  in  183^  and  Erastus  Yeomans  was 
the  postmaster. 

The  first  paper  was  the  Ionia  Journal^  published  first  in  February, 

1840,  b>  Tra  \V.  Robinsoa 

Dr.  W.  B.  Lincoln— whose  three  daughters  are  living  today:  Mrs. 
Eastman,  of  Rochester.  New  York;  Mrs.  H.  B  Bnrnes,  of  Ionia,  and  Mrs. 
Neliis,  "f  Muskegon — was  the  first  hndeo;room  in  the  county  of  Tonia,  marry- 
ing Anihy,  daughter  of  Oliver  Arnold,  on  Jnly  5.  1835,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Squire  Dexter.  Doctor  L.iiicoln  was  also  the  lirst  physician 
in  a  large  territory  and  also  the  first  teacher. 
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The  first  death  was  that  of  a  daughter  of  Darius  Winsor,  her  death 
taking  place  in  August,  1^33,  and  the  first  birth  took  place  that  same  month, 
a  sou,  Eugene  E.,  being  horn  to  the  same  family. 

The  first  grown  person  to  die  was  Mrs.  Susan  Arnold,  her  death  taking 
place  a  few  months  after  the  arrival  of  the  colony. 

The  first  church  to  be  estaUished  was  the  Baptist,  in  18;^ 

The  first  fire  engine  was  a  Peasley  named  "the  Fountain**  and  was 
followed  by  "The  Young  America"  auid  a  uniformed  department. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Dexter  was  sister  to  Mrs.  Cyrus  L4>veU.  whose  husband 
wa'^  the  first  lawver  <M  Ionia,  and  they  were  annts  to  Mr.  Daniel  T.  Fargo, 
for  nian\  years  a  {tfomincnt  hu-^inc^s  man  of  Ionia. 

Thv  nr-T  w  liitc  chilil  iKjrn  in  Ionia  county  and  quitf  j)Ossibly  in  western 
Michigan,  was  iuisj^eiu-  K..  born  in  Au<j;n>t.  1833.  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darius 
Winsor,  one  family  of  the  lA-xter  colijuy,  who  moved  to  Grand  Rai.)i(ls 
about  1853.  Mr.  Winsor  kindly  sent  a  photograpli  taken  01  himself  in  the 
fall  of  191 5,  when  a  little  over  eighty-two  years  of  age.  Mr.  Winsor  is  a 
resi<lent  of  (irand  Kaiuds,  and  is  still  doing  business,  having  an  insurance 
office  in  the  Michigan  Trust  Building. 

INTERESTING  NOTES. 

Samuel  Dexier  s  father  used  to  say :  "Treat  an  honest  man  as  you 
would  a  rogue  and  you  keep  hmi  lui  honest  man.** 

The  esi>ccial  \x^t  an<l  care  of  Mr  De.xter's  mother  was  his  datij^hrer, 
FVudeiRc,  who  hccaust-  uf  weak  eyes  could  never  attend  school  after  she 
was  thirteen.  On  (he  way  from  Detroit  they  two  would  sit  in  a  wagon 
and  the  grandmother  would  hold  an  umbrella  to  shade  the  girl's  eyes  from 
the  sun.  After  they  arrived  at  Ionia  and  were  living  in  the  bark  wigwam, 
southeast  of  where  the  armory  now  is,  a  fire  would  have  to  be  built  on  chilly 
days,  and  the  smoke  that  came  from  the  fire  built  in  the  pit  in  the  center 
would  not  go  out  through  the  hole  in  the  roof  and  hurt  the  girl's  eyes,  so 
the  grandmother  would  have  her  sit  in  a  comer,  then  stretch  a  blanket  cor- 
ner wise  in  front  of  her  to  keep  the  smoke  out,  and  then,  seated  outside, 
would  read  to  her  hours  at  a  time.  Prudence  grew  to  be  an  exceedingly 
well  informed  person,  largely  because  of  her  grandmother's  kindly  service. 

From  a  letter  written  by  Prudence  (Dexter)  Tower  it  is  learned  that 
after  the  United  States  land  office  was  established  at  Ionia  Mr.  Dexter  was 
to  carry  over  $.200,000  to  Detroit,  and  his  son-in-law.  Jonathan  Tibbitts* 
assisted  him.    They  |hU  the  money  in  keg.s  and  carried  it  on  a  wagon  drawn 
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by  an  ox-team.  The  oxen  waded  and  swam  Grand  river,  the  wagon  was 
Heated  over  on  canoes,  and  the  kegs  also  were  carried  across  in  canoes. 
One  canoe  load  of  kegs  tipped  over  in  the  river  but  was  finally  all  recovered. 

In  early  histories  it  is  said  that  the  maple  sugar  made  by  the  Indians 
did  not  find  a  very  ready  sale  among  the  whites.  This  caused  wonder, 
which  was  cleared  aw  ay  when  one  of  the  daughters  of  Doctor  Lincoln,  now 
living  in  Ionia,  said  she  "hajd  seen  the  Indian  papooses  swimming  in  the 
sap-troiigh  many  a  time."  \lso,  one  time  an  Indian  broiii>ht  some  especially 
nice  looking  maple  sugar  to  her  mother's  door  to  sell  and  Mrs.  Lincoln 
turneci  to  a  lady  who  was  w'nh  her  ;.t  the  tunc  and  said.  "Do  you  stippose 
it  is  clean?"  And  the  tiuhau  ~;n<l,  "yler^n'  nmph,  me  strain  here."  and 
pulled  out  the  i^ack  nap  ot  his  shin  to  convmce  her. 

ALONZO  SESSIONS. 

-Vljoul  1850,  Alonzo  Sessions,  who  had  marrie<l  Celia,  second  daughter 
of  Smntiel  Dexter,  in  August,  1837,  Iniilt  a  home  on  the  large  farm  which 
he  owned  until  his  death,  that  well  deserves  a  mention.  When  Ionia  county 
purchased  the  farm  for  a  county  home  for  its  unfortunate  poor,  the  new 
structure  was  placed  just  north  of  the  old  house,  which  was  soon  torn  down. 
It  was  a  qreat  i)ity  that  in  some  way  it  wa?  not  saved,  as  such  old  fashioned 
distincti'.  e  homes  in  thr  h^ast  are  scarce— some  Ik  iii<'  two  himdred  and  riity 
years  oUi  11  iii.ire.  and  ^row  more  and  more  interesting  each  year,  showiTig 
as  they  do  e'ld  nleLhod-^  ct  hvinir.  It  was  built  of  cohhle.siones.  with  which 
the  surrounding  fields  aboumi.  ami  was  die  imest  house  in  the  county  at  the 
time  it  was  built.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sessions  lived  there  many  years,  and  out 
from  its  door  both  were  taken  to  their  last  resting  place.  \  description  of 
the  log  house,  the  first  home  they  had.  and  also  of  the  one  built  of  cobble 
<stone,  in  the  words  of  Henry  C.  Sessions,  their  son.  now  of  Sioux  Fall, 
South  Dakota,  cannot  fail  to  l)e  interesting: 

"1  was  lx>rn  in  a  log  house  on  the  east  bank  of  Stoney  Creek,  Ionia 
county,  which  was  the  first  house  owned  and  occupied  by  my  father  and 
mother.  In  this  house  all  the  cooking  was  done  in  the  fire-place,  an<l  the 
baking  in  an  old-style  oven  built  on  the  otitside  of  the  house — no  stoves,  no 
lamps.  The  well-to-do  and  thrifty  had  tallow  candles  for  light.  My  recol- 
lection of  the  log  house  begins  about  1848.  In  1849  or  1850,  my  father 
built  a  new  house,  the  main  part  of  stone.  This  at  the  time  was  the  largest 
and  most  extensive  house  in  the  county  It  contained  two  lire]tlaces,  one 
in  the  basement  for  cooking,  and  one  in  the  dining  room  for  the  purpose 
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of  heating  the  house.  In  connection  with  the  fireplace  in  the  basement,  and 
built  alongside  of  it,  was  situated  a  brick  oven  for  baking,  where  all  the 
iM'ead,  pies  and  cakes  (if  any)  were  baked  for  the  family.  This  may  be  of 
interest  to  the  young  folks  of  this  generation,  who  in  order  to  bake  turn  on 
the  gas,  and  then  think  the  dom^tic  work  very  hard. 

"In  those  days  in  order  to  do  the  baking  the  Dutch  oven  had  to  be 
tilled  \\ith  wood,  and  then  more  wood,  until  full  oi  live  coals,  and  the  walls 
ol  the  oven  suiTiciently  hot  to  do  the  baking;^  after  the  coals  were  removed, 
whicli  rt'(|uirc(i  hours  of  preparation,  generally  a  ^ood  half  day.  All  candles 
wt-rc  made  hv  iin  moihcr.  as  well  a>  all  ?ciai>,  ^i.t^ar,  vinegar  an<l  rnolasses 
which  was  used  bv  the  tiuiiilv.  ilie  varn  for  ->t»)ckini/s  and  mittens  was 
.spun  by  hand  and  stockingfs  and  mittens  knit  at  home.  In  time  liic  \\i)i>d 
stove  came  in,  which  was  used  for  iX>oking  but  no  oven  fur  b«aknig.  Then 
followed  a  stove  vrith  an  oven  some  years  later.  The  next  innovation  was 
the  kerosene  lamp. 

"In  my  younger  days  the  hay  wiis  cut  with  a  scythe;  wheat,  oats  and 
other  small  grains  were  ait  with  a  cradle,  raked  and  bound  by  hand.  In  time 
came  mowing  machines  and  rakes  hauled  by  horses  for  handling  the  hay, 
also  a  machine  for  aitting  the  grain  called  a  "dropper.'"  This  latter  would 
cut  the  Ejrain  and  the  driver  would  drop  it  tuibound,  while  men  would  follow 
up  and  bind  it  by  hand.  Iliese  were  soon  superseded  by  the  binder  of  the 
days  which  were  a  very  crude  affair  compared  with  the  modem  machines 
of  today. 

"Indians  were  mnrc  frcnncnt  visitors  to  my  father's  house  than  white 
men,  except  the  ininiodiaie  neii^hbors,  strikinc'  awe  to  my  timid  heart,  and 
1  always  had  the  sensation  that  mother  rested  easier  when  the  Indians 
moved  on.  Chief  Cobmoosa  was  a  frecjuent  visitor  to  <mi  home,  he  and 
my  father  being  j^eat  frienils.  I  recollect  taiher  trading  to  him  wheal  fur 
a  double-barreled  shotgun,  with  which  I  used  to  hunt  turkeys  and  other* 
game." 

Mrs.  A.  I*.  Loomis,  the  yoiuigest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sessions, 
says  that  after  the  Indians  gave  up  their  village  at  Ionia,  Chief  Cobmoosa 
went  to  what  after  became  her  father's  farm  an<l  lived  some  years,  his  wig- 
wam being  placed  in  the  liend  of  the  creek  south  of  the  bam,  situated  where 
it  is  today,  and  that  he  i)os.sessed  two  wives. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  NelHs,  youngest  daughter  of  Dr,  W.  B.  IJncolu.  says  that 
never  but  once  did  the  Indians  frighten  the  settlement  of  whites,  and  then 
they  had  no  intention  of  doing  so.  The  men  of  the  colony  had  put  up  a 
large  lielt  for  the  women  to  ring  in  case  they  needed  the  men  while  they 
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were  away  at  work  in  the  fields  or  woods.  One  forenoon,  the  next  ypar 
after  they  came  here,  the  men  were  all  busily  engaged  away  from  home, 
and  the  Indians  were  noticed  ai^oaching  in  numbers  by  river  and  trail 
from  all  directions,  which  so  alarmed  the  women  of  the  colony  that  by 
means  of  the  bell  the  men  hastily  returned  home — when  it  transpired  that 
the  Indians  had  agreed  upon  this  place  to  meet  and  go  togedier  to  Detroit 
for  their  treaty  money. 

Erastus  Yeomans,  grandson  and  namesake  of  Judge  Yeomans,  is  the 
possessor  of  two  interesting  relics.  One,  a  "secretary"  (bookcase  and 
writing  desk  combined),  which  belonged  to  his  grandfather  and  was  bronghil 
from  the  East  with  the  colonv  and  went  around  the  streets  of  .Mackinac 
to  the  motith  of  Grand  river;  and  the  other  i«  a  large  iron  anclior,  which 
"was  found  vears  ago  by  some  \joys  swiminin*:;-  in  Grand  river  sonthwest  of 
the  reformatory  and  had  been  lost  either  from  a  I  rench  trading  boat  or 
one  of  the  boats  early  uscil  on  Grand  river  for  tran.sportation. 

Many  persons  Uving  in  loma  have  often  wondered  who  was  buried  in 
the  old  bride  vault  built  in  the  hill-side  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Oak  Hill 
cemetery  on  Yeoman  street.  In  Ma} ,  1856,  Rev.  R.  W.  Landis  became 
the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Tonia.  He  had  then  been  mar- 
ried but  a  short  time  to  a  beautiful  young  lady  belonging  to  a  fine  family 
in  Philadelphia.  He  and  his  yotuig  wife  came  to  Ionia  on  the  little  steam- 
boat which  landed  at  the  dock  near  the  southeast  comer  of  Riverside  park. 
'ITiey  made  their  home  in  the  Thomas  House  (since  burned  and  rebuilt), 
directly  opposite  the  Hampton  E.  Rich  house,  now  owned  by  Burt  Lampkin. 
There  a  little  child  was  horn  to  them,  which  was  always  frail,  as  was  the 
mother.  The  babe  died  when  about  nine  months  old  and  the  mother's 
dealh  followed  in  a  few  hotirs  They  were  to  \>e  buried  together  and  Mr. 
Landis,  disliking  to  place  tliem  in  the  ground,  caused  the  vault  to  he  hnilt. 
Mr  l^ndi«  left  Ionia  in  1850,  and  at  his  death,  in  the  late  eighties,  was 
president  ot  a  college  in  KciUnckv, 

A  furniture  inanufHCLurnig  hrm  of  Boston.  Massachusetts,  puts  out  a 
large  amount  of  pieces  copied  from  furniture  ini  possession  of  the  old  his- 
toric families  in  the  East,  and  includ^l  among  these  is  the  "Dexter  table" 
and  "Windsor  chairs." 

WHITE  PIGEON. 

m 

Until  a  land  office  was  established  at  Ionia  all  settlers  were  obliged  to, 
go  to  White  Pigeoti,  in  the  very  south  part  of  the  state,  to  enter  their 
(32) 
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land»  and  a  short  account  of  how  the  place  came  to  be  named  is  of  interest. 
"White  Pigeon"  was  the  name  chosen  by  the  incorporators  of  the  town  as 
a  tribute  to  the  brave  young  chief  who  g^ve  his  life  to  save  the  handful  of 
whites  in  the  then  isolate<l  border  settlement  White  Pigeon,  called  Wah- 
be-meme,  in  the  Indian  tongue,  was  a  Pottawatomie  chief  who  lived  in  his 
viUage  a  short  distance  away  from  the  homes  of  the  whites  gathered  around 
the  government  land  office.  He  spent  trtuch  of  his  time  with  them  and 
was  very  ]X)puIar  with  young  and  old,  and  was  consulted  on  many  questions. 
He  was  tail  and  sturdy,  a  born  woodsman  and  athlete,  and  also  one  of  the 
swiftest  runners  m  a  nation  ot  Indians  celebrated  for  their  abiUty  to  cover 
great  distances. 

It  was  sonicw  hcrt-  about  jStx)  when,  upon  a  journey  to  Detroit,  he 
heard  whisperings  ot  a  plan  lo  massacre  the  little  settlement  destined  to 
Ijcar  his  name.  The  wily  young  warrior,  knowing  the  trend  of  the  times, 
began  investigating.  This  was  during  the  period  prior  to  the  War  of  1812, 
when  the  British  were  using  every  means  to  inspire  the  Indians  to  the  butch- 
ery of  the  settlers  on  the  border.  He  learned  enough  to  inspire  his  great 
fear  and  immediately  started  overland  for  the  settlement.  It  was  early 
spring,  the  ground  was  snow  covered,  ice  was  broken  in  the  streams  and 
rivers  so  swollen  that  fords  were  useless.  He  knew  that  every  moment 
was  precious  in  giving  time  to  prepare  for  the  attack  and  knew  also  that 
runners  had  lieen  sent  <diea<l  of  him  to  muster  the  hostiles  and  proceed  with 
the  massacre.  It  was  alwut  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  away  in  direct  line, 
but  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  miles  as  it  had  to  be  traveled,  and  he 
dared  not  follow  the  trails  too  closely  for  fear  of  attracting  attention.  All 
of  his  training  he  put  into  this  race  to  save  his  white  friends,  and  not  once 
did  he  paitsc  tor  rest.  IJeated  from  snper-hunian  exertion  on  the  trail  he 
plunged  iuto  the  coUl  stream  and  often  dragged  fiimself  out  more  dead  than 
alive.  Twenly-inne  hours  after  he  left  IJctroit.  White  Pigeon  staggered 
among  his  friends  and  droi)ped  unconscious  from  exhaustion.  His  mocca- 
sins were  torn  to  shreds  and  his  feet  were  cut  and  bruised  and  his  clothing 
was  in  tatters,  i'erhaps  an  hour  the  settlers  worked  over  him.  when  he 
revived  and  with  an  effort  forced  his  brain  to  do  its  work,  and  in  a 
hoarse  whisi>er  he  <letailed  the  cfmtemplated  massacre  and  briefly  outlined 
his  own  plan  to  meet  and  reinilse  the  attack.  Then  he  reached  an<l  .<hook 
hands,  sank  beck  and  died.  11iey  lyuried  him  as  became  a  hero,  and  men 
felt  unashamed  as  they  liroke  down  and  wqit  over  what  he  had  done  for 
their  sake,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  viUage  should  bear  his  name,  that  ]mm- 
terity  should  know  the  sacrificing  love  of  this  noMe  re<l  man.    One  mile 
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west  of  ihc  lowii  he  iies  buried,  aiKi  upon  the  spot,  overloc^iag  a  beautiful 
stretch  of  the  old  Chicago  trail  he  often  trod,  is  a  granite  monument,  erected 
by  the  members  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

A  SON  OF  BLACK  BIRO,  THE  INDIAN  GUIDE. 

When  the  Dexter  colony  left  Detroit  for  their  destination  at  what  is 
now  Tonia,  they  tra\t  lc(l  hy  the  route,  poor  thoiig^h  ii  was.  that  was  used 
through  Oakland  county.  I  he}'  made  Ijttt  seven  miles  the-  first  day,  the 
roads  were  so  poor  and  thev  staved  one  nic^ht  at  Pmituic.  i  hey  arrived  at 
what  was  known  as  the  Grand  Saline,  ahoiit  the  middle  of  May,  and  there 
Mr.  Dexter  asked  a  Mr.  Beaubien»  who  had  a  trading  post,  to  pilot 'diem 
through  to  Grand  river,  but.  as  he  refused  to  undertake  it,  the  judge  then 
applied  to  Benjamin  O.  Williams,  of  the  trading  hrm  located  below  on  the 
Shiwassee  river.  He  was  unwilling  to  leave  his  spring  farming,  but  finally 
was  persuaded  to  do  by  Mr.  Dexter,  and  started  out  to  guide  the  party  on 
the  way  through  the  wilderness  from  the  Shiwa.ssee  to  the  Grand  river. 
Mr.  Williams,  never  having  been  further  west  than  De  Witt,  induced  Mack- 
a-te-nace  (Black  Bird),  a  son  of  Kish-kau-ko,  to  pilot  the  party  past  Musk- 
rat  creek. 

In  September.  7908,  the  wrfter  saved  a  copy  of  the  Detroit  Sunday 
Ne7{K';- 1  rtbtwc  which  contained  a  good  aVticle  on  Lewis  Cas«.  by  I^wton 
Heinans,  historian,  and  another  article  tellmi,'^  of  the  Hte  of  Andrew  Black- 
bird— because  it  was  intercstinic^  and  cunlaincd  extracts  ot  his  writings, 
never  once  thinking  he  hatl  any  connection  wiih  Ionia  history,  bni  now  has 
it  all  but  proven  that  it  was  the  father  of  Andrew  Blacklwrd  who  assisted 
the  Dexter  colony  through  the  marshes  west  of  De  Witt.  Andrew  Black- 
bird died  in  1908,  at  Harbor  Springs,  but  his  wife  says  her  husband's  peo- 
ple originally  came  from  the  Saginaw  valley,  and  Andrew  Blackbird  is 
known  to  have  lived  in  the  section  of  the  state  around  De  Witt  at  the  time 
the  Dexter  colony  came  through,  and  of  course  lived  with  his  band,  and  his 
father  was  Mack-a-te-pe-nace,  whose  father  was  Kish-kau-ko,  chief  of  the 
Saginaw  valley  Indians.  The  Indians,  upon  the  coming  of  whites  into  the 
soitthem  part  of  the  state,  went  to  the  reservation  in  the  north,  and  "M^ck' 
a-te-pe-nace  lived  for  many  years  around  Harbor  Springs.  One  of  his  sons 
was  educated  for  the  church,  hut  was  assassinated  by  an  nn known  hand  as 
he  was  jylanninjT  to  return  lioine  to  protect  his  peoi)le  p<;r!'t^^t  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  whites.  His  sister.  Margaret,  was  efhicated  ui  Cincinnati  and 
was  for  many  years  a  teacher  m  the  Catholic  schools  o£  Detroit. 


500 


IONIA  COUNTY^  MICHIGAN. 


Andrew  J.  FJlackhird  was  the  voungcst  son  and  last  member  c>f  his 
generation,  and  the  story  of  his  hie  would  till  a  book,  irie  renounced 
Catholicism,  embraced  Protestant  religion,  was  a  worker  but  always  a 
thinker  and  a  dreamer.  By  means  of  being  a  blacksmith  he  attended  a  school 
in  Ohio»  but  had  to  go  bade  to  take  care  of  his  aged  father.  He  worked 
hard  to  have  the  Indian  school  a|>propriations  taken  from  the  sectarian  mis- 
sions and  applied  directly  to  more  advanced  education  for  ambitious  stu- 
dents. Finally  he  went  to  Detroit  and  made  a  personal  appeal  to  Governor 
(^ass.  Giovecnor  Cass  told  him  he  was  going  to  Washington  next  day,  and 
for  htm  to  go  to  Ypsilanti  and  wait,  and  see  what  he  could  do  for  him. 
He  walked  to  that  place,  got  work  on  a  farm,  and  one  day  letters  came  for 
him  and  it  was  al!  he  conid  do  to  muster  up  courage  to  open  them,  but  great 
was  his  surprise  and  joy  when  told  that  his  entire  expense  at  the  normal 
would  be  paid  by  the  Indian  agent.  He  returned  finally  to  his  home  and 
ever  workeil  for  the  uj^ift  of  his  race.  He  was  made  the  first  postmaster 
of  Harbor  Springs  a  little  while  attcr  the  Civil  W  ar  and  continueti  in  that 
position  with  credit  for  twelve  years,  and  his  widow  occupies  tlie  home 
beside  the  postofBce  that  he  built  fifty  years  ago. 

IIe»  always  feeling  that  the  In(jUan  must  be  educated,  and  made 
acquainted  with  arts  and  sciences,  says  ^his  in  one  of  his  writings:  "If 
my  plan  could  have  been  adopted,  even  as  late  as  forty  years  ago,  we 
should  have  had  by  this  time  many  wdl-educated  Indians  in  this  state,  and 
probaUy  some  good  farmers,  and  perhaps  some  noted  professors  of  sciences 
would  have  hern  developed,  and  consequently  happiness,  blessings  and  pros- 
perity would  have  been  everywhere  among:  the  aborigines  of  the  state  of 
Michigan." 

Perhaps  if  Andrew  Blackbird  ever  put  his  own  Ijroken  heart  into 
words  it  was  when  he  composed  "The  Indian  s  Lament.  "  from  which  the 
following  is  (pioted :  "O,  my  father,  thou  hast  taught  me  from  my  infancy 
to  love  the  land  of  my  birth,  thou  hast  c\  en  laught  me  to  say  'U  is  the  gitt 
of  the  Gr^t  Spirit.'  O,  my  father,  our  happiest  days  are  gone  into  tasting 
oblivion,  and  never  again  shall  we  enjoy  our  forest  home.  The  eagle's  eye 
could  not  discover  where  once  was  thy  wigwam,  and  thy  peaceful  council 
fires.  Ah,  could  we  but  once  more  return  to  our  forest  glade  and  tread  as 
formerly  upon  the  soil  with  proud  and  happy  heart.  On  the  hills,  with 
liended  bow,  while  nature's  flowers  bloomed  all  around  the  habitation  of 
nature's  child,  our  brothers  once  abounded,  free  as  the  mountain  air,  and 
their  glad  shouts  resounded  from  vale  to  vale  as  they  chased  o'er  the  hills 
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the  red  deer,  and  followed  in  the  otter's  track.  O,  return,  return!  Ah,  never 
again  shall  this  time  return.  It  is  gone,  and  gone  forever,  like  a  spirit 
passed.  The  red  man  will  never  live  happy  nor  die  happy  here  any  more. 
When  the  white  man  took  my  inheritance,  he  thought  to  make  me  a  slave. 
I  am  an  Indian,  and  that  can  never  be.  Ah,  never,  never!  I  would  sooner 
plunge  the  dagger  into  my  beating  heart,  and  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  my 
forefathers  than  be  a  slave  to  the  white  man." 

ANNIVERSAftY  CELEBRATION. 

1  he  eighlielh  aTiiiiversary  of  the  arrival  of  the  Dexter  colony  at  Ioma» 
the  morning  of  May  28,  1833,  about  ten  o'clock,  was  celebrated  in  a  fittii^ 
manner  in  three  different  ways,  and  was  attended  by  six  grandchildren  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dexter  from  different  points,  namely:  Arthur  Tibbitts.  of 
Lansing,  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  T.  M.  Benedict,  of  Grand  Rapids,  children  of 
Mary  (Dexter)  Tibbitts;  John  E.  Dallas,  of  San  Francisco,  California,  and 
Daniel  W.  and  Isabelle  M.  Tower,  of  Grand  Rapids,  children  of  Prudence 
(Dexter)  Tower,  and  Mrs.  Arthur  P.  Loomis,  of  Ionia,  youngest  child  of 
Cella  (l^exter)  Sessions,  and  the  nearest  kin  left  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dexter 
in  Tenia. 

The  first  celebration  of  the  event  was  on  Sautrday  afternoon,  May  24. 
T913,  at  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  W^oman's  Literary  Club,  preceding 
Ionia's  eiiEfhtieth  hirthdny,  which  was  to  occur  the  next  Wednesday.  The 
club  mtrting;  \v;is  helrl  in  the  Baptist  church,  as  that  was  the  first  church 
organized  in  Ionia.  Mr.  and  Mr«,.  Dexter  being-  two  of  its  first  six  mem- 
bers, and  the  church  lot  was  given  to  the  society  by  them  for  the  pur;K:)se 
of  erecting  the  church.  That  meeting  was  attended  by  a  large  audience,  the 
churcli  was  prettily  decorated  and  Mrs.  L.  P.  Brock  presented  to  the  city  a 
picture  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dexter,  to  be  hung  in  the  historical  room  of  the 
public  library.  This  picture  was  enlarged  from  two  old  pictores  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dexter,  the  only  ones  in  existence,  and  the  picture  was  given  by 
the  Ladies'  Thimble  Gub.  Mrs.  Brock  then  gave  an  address  on  "The  Life 
of  Samuel  Dexter,''  which  brought  out  many  unknown  facts,  as  little  had 
been  known  before  this  about  him  or  his  ancestry.  There  was  also  a  poem 
read  by  Lucy  Cull,  with  a  musical  accompaniment,  by  Gertrude  Brocks  «dth 
the  title  "The  Beautiful  River  Grand."  This  poem  first  ap|>eared  in  the 
Graimd  Rapids  Daily  Democrai  in  1866  (author  unknown)  and  a  copy  first 
came  to  Ionia  the  evening  of  May  25,  1913 : 
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THE  BEAUTIFUL  RIVER  GRAND. 

Flow  sieatiy,  flow  awifU^,  brigUl  rivei*; 
Flow  onward,  forever  «ud  ever; 
While  thy  dm  tree  standB  ub  a  lover, 
And  reaches  Ms  green  Imincliee  over; 
Near,  the  Jndas  iu  pnrple  is  beuOiug. 
And  the  graaees  are  waving  nneiMllng; 
Ami  iliy  rapids  !irf»  swiff  in  rlirir  flowiiip. 
TJiroii(srli  the  year^  arc  comini^   nid  l^Olilg. 

The  uliu  tree  could  muruor  u  tstoiy 

Of  €lil<^  who  walked  here  in  their  glory, 

tiy  thy  mur^u,  and  adc,  "Could  she  chide  him 

Vot  loving  tlie  maiden  beside  LilmV" 

How  the  chiefs  and  tbeir  sona  tiud  iheir  daugiiters 

Were  "washed  and  made  dean"  In  thy  waters; 

Bui  the  days;  of  the  wl^waui  forever 
Have  ji.isst'd  from  the  life  of  the  river. 

Then  llie  indliin  In  silence  fnt-ever, 

Passed  on  froui  the  betiuiUul  river; 

And  bells  tolled  the  hour  of  devotion 

For  priests  who  had  rrosse<l  the  wide  oceaa; 

And  the  cross  lu  the  for^t  they  yhmted. 

And  bymns  in  the  forest  they  chanted, 

And  the  stream  caught  the  music  In  flowing 

Through  the  years  that        coming  and  going. 

Seas  cr^i>  to  the  foot  of  tlu*  immTitaius; 

Uarth  thrilla  at  the  oiusic  of  fountttlas: 

Clouds  float  over  lake  and  gi^n  meadow 

FtdflinTit:  sweet  duty  in  sliadow: 

Aud  the  etirth.  at  sunritw,  at  nioou-Ujfhtt 

At  sunset,  at  midnight,  at  nioon-llght.  , 

Stands  peaceful  in  thanking  the  gli*er 

Who  glorifies  duty  forever. 

And  thou,  in  tliy  I>eanty,  finw  niuvuT-d, 

Work  oiirthwurd,  but  always  look  suuward; 

I  gi'ieve  that  forever  1  leave  tlMe. 

But  I  take  tlie  sweet  les»<on  you  give  me 

Of  cheerful  couteiitiiieiit  in  4laty; 

This,  this  Is  thy  nintilc  of  iMtint}'— 

Flow  onward,  forever  and  ever — 

So  farewell,  oh  beantiful,  beautiful  river. 

The  second  method  mentioned  as  a  mean»  of  celebrating  the  anniver' 
sary-  was  the  publication  on  Sttn<lay,  May  25,  IQ13,  in  the  Detroit  Sunday 
News-Tribune  of  an  account  of  the  Indian  occupancy  of  Grand  river  valley 
and  the  story  of  the  coming  of  the  I>exter  colony,  by  Mrs.  L.  P.  Brock, 
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which  reached  readers  all  along  the  road  made  by  them  through  the  wilder- 
ness and  aroused  great  interest,  hundreds  of  extra  copies  being  sold  at 
Ionia. 

THE  HISTORICAL  PAGEANT. 

On  Wednesday,  May  28,  Ionia's  eightieth  birthday,  a  historical  pag* 
eant,  consisting  of  six  scenes,  preceded  by  a  history  of  the  scenes,  was 

enacted  on  the  c-,mipti«  ^^outh  of  the  Central  school  huildin§r.  over  one  hun- 
dred and  titt)'  children  takint:  part,  and  was  attended  t)\'  a  very  laroe  aud- 
ience, ilic  day  was  clear  and  beautiful,  and  the  scene  unique,  as  the  grounds 
boasted  a  number  oi  Indian  wigwams.    The  scenes  were  follow: 

First  Scene. — The  driving  out  oi  ilie  .Saul<s,  £oll(»\\ed  l»)  the  peace- 
ful councils  of  the  three  tribes  that  inhabited  Michigan  tor  over  one  hundred 
and  thirty  years  before  the  coming  of  the  whites,  the  Pottawatomies,  Otta- 
was  and  Chippewas. 

Second  Scene. — ^The  French  fur  traders  bartering  with  the  Indians.  In 
this  was  depicted  the  post  of  Louis  Genereaux,  between  Ionia  and  Muir, 
and  the  Indians  were  shown  approaching  the  traders'  log  post  bartering 
skins  for  trinkets,  calico,  blankets,  etc.  An  Indian  mother  who  had  accom- 
panied them,  with  her  papoose  strapped  to  a  board  (a  big  doll ),  hung  it  up 
on  the  limb  of  a  tree  and  afterward  came  and  knelt  before  it,  singing  an 
Indian  lullaby  while  its  father  stood  near. 

Third  Scene. — Tn  this  the  comin«j  of  the  Dexter  colony  was  graphi- 
cally shown.  The  -anie  sl\-lc  of  rosiniiie-  ^>cinq;  worn  l)y  l)()lh  men  and 
women.  This  scene  was  especjally  \alnal>le,  historically,  as  ^^'llliaIn  Arnold, 
great-grandson  of  Oliver  Arnold,  one  of  the  Dexter  colony,  took  a  leading 
part;  while  John  Loomis,  son  of  Mayor  A.  P.  Loomis,  and  also  great- 
grandson  of  Samuel  Dexter,  took  the  part  of  that  sturdy  pipneer,  and  wore 
the  wedding  coat  of  his  grandfather,  James  W.  Loomis,  ex-register  of  deeds 
for  Ionia  county. 

The  "family" -came  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  a  yoke  of  CMcen,  as  the  colony 
had  come,  which  had  been  obtained  to  make  the  scene  perfect.  The  Indians 
were  gathered  about  their  villages,  when  the  cry  was  raised  that  the  whites 
were  coming,  and  immediately  there  was  great  excitement.  An  interpreter 
cai|ie  on  ahead  after  halting  the  main  body,  and  engaged  in  conversation 
with  the  chief.  The  interpreters  then  brought  Mr.  Dexter  forward  for  a 
conference,  and  finally  "Mr  Dexter  paid  them  twenty-five  dollars  in  silver 
for  their  h-^-.rk  wigwams  and  gardens  and  they  departed  to  establish  homes 
some  other  place. 
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One  of  the  prettiest  little  details  of  the  pageant  was  the  singing  during 
this  scene  of  Joel  Guild's  famous  song,  "Fm  Off  for  Michigania/'  by  a 
sextette  of  eighth-grade  girls. 

Fourth  Scene. — ^Tlu>  showed  life  in  the  early  settlement,  when  the 
whites  lived  in  the  wigwants  of  the  Indians  until  houses  could  be  built. 
Also  early  home  scenes  were  depicted,  such  as  churning,  spinning,  piecinji^ 
quilts,  rockinp  a  haby  in  an  old  fashioned,  one-hundred-year-old  cradle, 
while  the  Ixns  sharpeiifd  axes,  played  checkers,  etc. 

Fifth  Scene. — The  \n'^  hit  of  the  day  was  the  pioneer  district  school, 
tweiuy  h\e  children  taking  part  in  this  tableau.  Charles  Jack,  a  pupil  of 
(.Central  was  "made  up"  to  look  like  Doctor  Lincoln,  Ionia's  first  school 
teacher,  and  certainly  made  a  good  imitation.  The  pupils  carried  out  in 
detail  the  methods  used  in  the  earliest  schools  of  this  district.  The  school 
was  called  to  order  hy  the  ringing  of  a  hand-bell  by  the  teacher,  and  pupils 
were  seated  on  long  boards.  The  old-fashioned  method  of  spelling  and 
pronouncing  by  syllable  was  carried  out.  The  old  slate  was  used.  A  class 
*'spdled  down."  The  ninltiplication  table  was  given  in  song,  and  this  old 
song  fay  a  chorus  />f  boys  and  girls  was  received  with  riotous  enthusiasm: 

In  Greenfield  moimtaine  there  did  dvell 
A  comely  ywah  netned  Samuel. 

Ctaoras — Rl-too-r}-lnr»-rMoo. 

Ul-too-ri-loo-ri-loo, 
Kl-too-ri-]oo-ri-lo(s 
IU*loo-rf>iooi 

One  snmmer'e  morning  lie  did  gff. 

HlB  fhtlier*8  nteMdow  for  to  mow.  (Cbonis.) 

As  ■•' fill      he  !i;ti1  ronchpft  the  field, 
A  yiaoii  wjirpiiit  hit  hl.s  heol.  (Oboiaia) 

And  wheu  be  m\e  that  be  oiust  die. 

He  qulckl:^  turned  bte  tboaidite  on  hiKh.  (Cboriis.) 

On  AbriiLiitn'M  boetuui  be  (Htl  Oweil, 

Thill  ftited  youth  nnmed  Snmuel.  (Oborua.) 

Sixth  Scene. — I'his  scene  ix)rtrayed  the  first  Fourth  of  July  celebration, 
held  in  1S36.  \  street  parade  was  reprockiced  in  costume,  with  a  fife  and 
drum  corps.  There  was  a  tyi>ical  stump  s|)eech,  as  given  that  day  1>y  Alonzo 
Session.s,  and  the  finish  showed  the  old  noi.se>making  stunt  of  ".shooting  the 
anvils."  In  early  days  the  pioneers  lx>red  holes  in  the  anvils,  and  loaded 
them  with  ])owder.  They  6red  them,  and  got  a  regular  cannon  report. 
This  scene  however  did  not  incltide  the  ix>wder.   The  "finale"  was  a  real 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


old-fashioned  "Virginia  Reel"  to  the  tune  of  the  "Irish  Washerwoman." 
danced  by  the  little  people  dressed  in  old-fashioned  costumes,  to  com* 
memorate  the  **baU"  held  on  July  4,  J  837,  in  Parks  and  Warner's  store,  at 
the  comer  of  Main  and  Kidd  streets  to  iinish  the  festivities  of  Ionia's  second 
celebration. 

The  exercises  of  this  eightieth  anniversary  afternoon  closed  with  a 
speech  by  Daniel  W.  Tower,  of  Grand  Rapids,  grandson  of  Samuel  Dexter. 

AN  HlSTOlilCAL  liEUC. 

Al)out  a  week  after  the  hi<(toricat  ])ageant  was  held  the  writer  received 
a  letter  from  Mrs.  I'^ranklin  W.  Aldrich,  living  two  miles  west  of  Lake 
Odessa,  whose  husliand  is  a  grandson  of  Stephen  Dexter,  youngest  brother 
of  Samuel,  saying  that  she  and  her  husband  came  to  Ionia  and  witnessed 
the  pageant,  also  saying  they  had  in  their  possession  a  large  chest  belonging 
to  Samuel  De.xter,  that  brought  some  of  his  goods,  upon  leaving  New  York 
and  it  was  suggested  that  the  family  allow  it  to  be  given  and  placed  in  the 
historfcal  room  of  the  ixtblic  library  at  Tenia,  which  was  done.  The  chest 
is  marked  S.  Dexter — Grand  Kiver  Valley,  via  Mackinac — Crodcery — Care 
Rix  Robinson.'*  This  is  the  only  memento  that  Ionia  possesses  of  its  found- 
er's personal  belongings. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 


SIDEUGHTS  ON  IONIA  HISTORY. 


TKE  FIKST  ARMORY. 

In  June,  i')io.  the  old  opera  hotrse  was  torn  clown  ;mfl  with  it  one  of 
the  landmarks  ot  tlie  city  passed  into  oblivion.  It  stood  on  the  s(.)ntli  edge 
of  the  ]Hjstothce  lut  and  tjave  way  to  the  present  federal  .Lj^rounds.  This 
l)uil(hng  wa.-i  ihc  hist  annorv  l»uill  ni  Jonia  and  ihe  one  which  came  through 
the  efforts  ot  the  ionia  Light  Guard  which  had  l)een  nuistered  out  many 
years  back. 

In  1876  plans  were  gotten  under  way  for  the  erection  of  an  armory  in 
the  city  of  Ionia  for  the  Ionia  Light  Guard.  This  agitation  was  starte<l  in 
the  year  of  the  centennial  celebration  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Some  of 
the  far-sighted  members  of  the  Light  Guard  conceived  the  idea  of  running 
an  excursion  to  the  celebration  and  in  this  way  provi<le  funds  for  the  erec* 
don  of  the  armory.  It  was  carried  out  with  such  success  both  as  to  patron- 
age and  management  that  it  netted  over  $t,200  and  ^vas  tlie  lieginniiig  of 
the  armory  fund.  By  dihgent  work  more  funds  were  fouixl  available  and 
plans  were  soon  under  \\zy  for  the  erection  of  the  huiUhn^  It  wa^  oi)ened 
on  June  24.  1879,  and  the  liopes  of  all  the  tneml)ers  were  reahzed.  It  served 
its  purpose  faithfully  for  some  twel\e  or  htteen  vears.  hut  finances  were 
scarce  and  as  it  was  heavily  ni(jr(ijat,red  it  soon  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Benton  TialKock.  Mr.  Hahcock  remo<leled  it  and  turned  it  into  an  opera 
house,  which  puriK)se  it  served  until  it  was  razed. 

CITY  ARMORY. 

The  success  of  the  present  armory  is  due  to  a  great  e.xtent  to  the  untir« 
ing  efforts  of  General  Kidd  and  the  citizens  of  Ionia.  The  hrst  committee 
aiJOpinted  hy  the  city  to  investigate  tlie  matter  (if  an  armory  was  tnade  by 
IVfavor  lhl)le,  L)ecemf)er  t,o.  1007.  This  coninuttee  consisted  of  (.  (  ,  Taylor. 
I* red  ("nine  ami  John  \\  aidkich.  and  was  to  act  in  co-operatimi  with  the 
Ijuanl  of  trade.    The  plaas  did  not  materialize  to  a  great  extent  for  some 
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time,  but  all  the  while  the  different  officials  of  the  town  were  exerting  all 
their  power  and  influence  towards  such  a  building.  In  1908,  $io,ooo  in 
bonds  of  the  city  funds  which  had  been  set  aside  for  the  erection  of  the 
city  hall  were  appropriated  for  the  armory  building.  Finally  the  state  gave 
to  the  Legislature  $20,000  for  the  erection  of  two  armories  in  the  state, 
one  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  Ionia.  Thus  the  armory  was  at  last  a  cer- 
tainty. E.  A.  Bowd  was  the  architect  and  Right  &  Prowl,  contractors.  It 
was  with  much  difiiailty  that  the  architect  brought  the  cost  of  the  building 
within  the  amount  of  die  available  funds.  On  October  i,  1909,  Governor 
Warner  accepted  the  keys  to  the  building  and  turned  them  over  to  the  city 
of  Ionia.  This  was  the  first  armory  in  the  state  built  under  the  authority 
and  bv  state  aid. 

MICHIGAN  REFORMATORY. 

The  Michigan  reformatory  is  alludet]  U)  m  the  "Mirhiuan  Manual"  as 
located  in  Ionia,  but  in  realit}*  it  is  located  in  the  township  of  Easton,  nearly 
a  mile  from  the  western  iiniitb  ol  the  city  of  Ionia.  I  he  project  of  building 
the  house  of  correction  first  took  shape  under  the  legislative  act  approved 
April  25,  1873,  wherein  *t  was  provided  that  the  governor  should  have 
authority  to  appoint  a  lx>ard  of  three  commissioners  whose  business  it  should 
be  to  select  and  secmre  a  suitable  site  for  a  state  house  of  correction  and 
provide  necessary  plans  for  the  buildings  to  be  erected  thereon. 

According  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  the  governor  appointed  Hon. 
Hampton  l^ich,  of  Ionia;  Hon.  John  Swift,  of  Northville,  and  Hon.  Charles 
T.  Hills,  'Of  Muskegon,  as  commissioners  of  location.  The  citizens  of  Ionia, 
eager  to  secure  the  proposed  institution  in  this  county,  offered  to  donate  a 
tract  of  sixty-three  acres  in  the  township  of  Easton,  west  of  the  city  of 
Ionia,  for  the  site  of  the  proposed  house  of  correction  Upon  the  report 
of  the  commissioners,  the  Legiplaiiire  -  1  1875  passed  Vet  No.  96,  which 
Avas  approved  .^pril  22,  appropriannj:^  the  sum  of  $150,000  "for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  house  of  correction  aconnJnii;^  t<j  the  plans  arnl  estimates  jire- 
sented  by  the  conmiissioners  apjxjuiied  under  Act  No.  170  uf  1873  "  Thi> 
same  Les^islatnre  aniiiorized  the  governor  to  appoint  a  board  of  three  cotTi- 
missioners  to  take  charge  of  the  work  of  construction  "provided  tliat  the 
work  when  completed  should  not  cost  more  than  $270,000."  The  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  governor  were  Hon. .Hampton  Rich,  of  Ionia; 
Hon.  Charles  Kipp,  of  St.  Johns,  and  Hon.  Westbrook  Divine,  of  Montcalm 
county. 

It  was  intended  as  a  place  of  confinenient  for  male  first  offenders  over 
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fifteen  years  of  age,  with  no  maximum  age  limit,  and  prisoners  were 
received  for  all  offenses  except  first-degree  murder,  for  terms  ranging  from 
a  maximum  of  life  sentence  to  a  minimimi  of  six  months.  The  work  of 
construction  was  at  once  begun  and  steadily  carried  to  completion.  Under 
Act  No.  59,  approved  April  29.  1877,  an  additional  appropriation  of  $121,258 
was  made  to  complete  the  work,  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  having  been 
made  the  same  year  by  Act  No.  i,  approved  January  13.  The  total  amount 
of  approprintions  by  the  Txjyislature  for  the  first  cost  aggregated  therefore 
$2(p  1,258.  I  he  institution  was  opened  in  August,  1877.  and  in  1878  the 
state  purchased  a  continuous  tract  of  one  hundred  acres,  by  which  the  entire 
laiul  possessions  were  increased  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres.  The 
prison  and  the  u'ronnfis  proper  are  surronnfJcd  hv  a  hi^h  brick  wall,  \v'hich 
forms  an  almost  ]>ertcct  S([uare.  They  rest  upon  a  commandint;  eniineru-e 
in  the  midst  of  a  natural  atlractix  t-  rej^ion,  and  embeUi-sheil  at  various  points 
with  sharply  |>ointe<!  turrets  and  tnwcr^,  iire^cnt  to  the  observer,  even  viewed 
from  the  city  oi  Ionia,  a  gracetully  piciuresque  spectacle. 

The  Legislatures  from  year  to  year  have  made  large  appropriations  for 
the  general  improvements  of  the  grounds  and  the  purchase  of  larger  farm- 
ing tracts.  In  recent  years  the  appropriations  have  I)een  voted  as  follow: 
1907,  $6,850:  1909.  $6,600;  1911,  $6,900. 

The  prqjerty  of  the  institution  consists  of  771  acres  of  land.  199  acres 
of  which  were  added  by  the  Legislature  of  1915,  and  about  thirty  large  build- 
ings, besides  many  smaller  ones.  Fire  during  the  past  four  jrears,  destroyed 
the  industrial  building,  the  hospital  and  the  building  of  the  steward  and  store- 
keeper departments.  These  buildings  have  all  1)een  rebuilt  largely  with 
inmate  labor,  of  fireproof  materials,  and  at  a  minimum  cost  to  the  taxpayers. 
The  new  main  factory  IniiUlinj^  constntcted  along  the  most  ajtproved  modem 
lines  was  erected  during  the  last  biennial  i)erio<l  at  a  cost  of  about  $75,000. 
It  is  75  feet  wide.  376  feet  long  and  three  stories  hiifh.  The  material  is 
sandlinie  brick,  with  steel  sash  and  ril)he<l  glass  wmdows.  and  the  Iniilding  is 
equii^ix-d  with  an  autoniatic  sprinkler  .system,  suiJplied  from  a  50,000-p^lion 
tank  on  a  1  GO- foot  steel  tower. 

The  present  value  of  the  pro|)er(\  is  o\er  $6<X),ooo.  Because  ot  tire 
loss,  whicli  cau>ed  unusually  large  expenditures  and  at  the  same  time  hamp- 
ered the  industrial  work  of  the  institution,  the  earnings  were  less  than  nor- 
mal and  the  eNfienditures  greater.  The  nunilier  of  inmates  on  January  r, 
19 15,  was  613.  and  in  addition  to  the  inmates  within  the  walls  there  were 
J50  imnates  on  fxirole  on  that  date,  outside  the  walls  of  the  institution  in 
different  |)arts  of  the  .state.    Altout  400  of  the  inmates  are  employed  in  the 
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manufacture  of  reed  goods,  about  fifty  in  fanning,  and  the  balance  in  the 
general  work  of  the  institution.  Total  number  of  officers,  forty-four.  The 
receipts  for  the  biennial  period  ending  June  30,  1914,  for  current  expense 
were  $126,000  from  the  state  treasury,  and  $114,666.18  from  earnings  of 
the  institution.  The  Legislature  of  191 5  appropriated  $3,000  for  general 
repairs  and  $8,800  for  the  purchase  of  additional  farming  land. 

lONTA  STATE  HOSPITAL. 

This  is  one  of  the  iw.>  state  institutions  which  have  done  much  to  Wriug 
the  name  of  the  little  cit\-  of  Tonia  very  prominently  liefore  the  people  of 
Michigan,  and  because  oi  the  successful  manageineul  of  the  same  has  l>een 
one  of  the  factors  which  lias  contributed  toward  the  favorable  impression 
of  this  city  generally  held  by  citizens  of  this  state. 

The  Ionia  state  hospital  was  organized  in  May,  1885,  under  the  name 
of  the  Michigan  asylum  for  insane  criminals,  and  the  name  was  changed  by 
Act  No.  181,  public  acts  of  1891,  to  Michigan  asylum  for  dangerous  and 
criminal  insane,  the  state  asylum  by  Act  No.  17,  public  acts  of  1899,  and 
again  to  that  of  Ionia  state  hospital  by  Act  No.  21,  public  acts  of  191 1. 
It  is  located  at  Ionia,  Ionia  county.  '  The  hospital  consists  of  eight  buildings, 
for  officers  and  patients,  occupying  217  acres  of  land.  Its  first  cost  was 
$83,283.29,  and  the  present  value  of  the  property  is  $478,875.24.  The  num- 
ber of  patients  treated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  191 3,  was,  males, 
422;  females.  62:  number  of  patients  June  30.  1914,  hales,  434;  females,  60. 

The  class  of  patients  admitted  to  the  institution  are  the  convict  insane 
from  all  penal  institutions  of  the  state;  danyerous  insane  from  all  asylums 
of  the  state;  and  those  t  harmed  with  crime  \mt  acquitted  on  the  grounds  o£ 
insanity,  aiid  «ent  direct  from  the  courts. 

In  1 8Xr)  an  a])] iropnatiun  was  secured  from  the  T.eg^islature  whicli  jier- 
niiited  01  tiie  purchase  of  a  two-hundred-acre  farm,  on  which  ihe  main,  or 
"south  side"  buildings  are  now  located.  Other  appropriations  for  increas- 
ing the  capacity  were  obtained  in  1891,  1895  1901.  The  Legislature 
of  1913  appropriated  $57,500  for  improvements  and  the  Legislature  of  191 5 
appropriated  $26,000  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  first  patients  were  received  in  this  asylum  on  September  7,  1885, 
and  the  total  for  its  first  year  of  existence  was  63.  Since  that  time  there 
has  been  a  steady  increase,  until  today  the  institution  is  caring  for  an  aver- 
age of  about  350  patients.  Of  these,  about  100  are  confined  in  the  build- 
ings on  the  north  side.    It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
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successful  asylums  within  the  United  States,  whidi  is  indeed  a  remarkable 
record  when  the  class  of  patients  they  have  to  handle  is  considered.  Insane 
criminals,  at  the  outset,  will  be  conceded  to  be  an  undesirable  class  to  select 
as  patients,  and  then  when  one  comes  to  remember  that  added  to  these  we 
have  here  the  dangerous  insane  from  all  of  the  other  asylums  of  the  state, 
it  will  readily  be  seen  why  it  is  remarkable  if  this  institution  can  even  hold 
its  own  among  the  other  asylums  of  the  country.  However,  it  has  not  only 
done  so,  but  today  is  conceded  to  be  among  the  best  in  the  entire  country. 

This  institution  was  under  the  direct  snpervi'^ion  and  management  of 
Dr.  O.  R.  Long,  medical  superintendent,  imtil  his  death  on  Septeml>er  to, 
1914.  -in*^  it  u  as  to  hi-  al>ih"ties  and  good  judgment  that  a  verv  lar^e  measure 
01  its  snccei..s  must  l>t'  atrril)nted.  Doctcr  Lontj  lield  this  po^itioTi  from  the 
first  opening  0/  the  institution  down  to  his  death.  However,  behind  Doctor 
Long  stands  a  board  of  trustees  whose  dose  attention  to  their  duties  has 
contributed  toward  its  success.  Doctor  Long  was  also  very  ably  assisted  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  by  his  assistant,  Dr.  W.  F.  Maxwell. 

After  the  death  of  Doctor  Long,  Robert  H.  Haskell  became  medical 
superintendent,  a  position  which  he  is  filling  at  the  present  time.    He  ifi 
assisted  by  P.  C.  Robertson,  assistant  phirsidan;  H.  6.  Giamberlain,  clerk 
There  are  at  present  three  medical  attendants  and  fifty^one  employees. 

REB£1.  FRISONS  IN  CIVIL  WAR  DAYS. 

This  intensely  interesting  sketch  by  Sheldon  R.  Curtiss,  of  Saranac, 
telling  of  his  experiences  in  the  Rel^el  prisons,  given  below,  was  written  by 
himself  and  kindly  furnished  for  publication.  He  says :  "We  love  to  speak 
of  pleasant  memories  of  the  past,  tmt  to  me  the  memories  of  army  life  are 
clouded  by  sad  recollections,  especially  when  my  mind  goes  back  to  my  life 
in  Rebel  prisons.  Our  regiment  went  out  in  1862  and  put  in  three  years 
of  solid  work  with  Custer's  Michigan  Cavalry  Brigade.  We  remember  the 
long  lines  of  stalwart  men  that  marched  out  at  the  bugle  call  for  drill  and 
dress  {parade  in  the  old  camp  at  Grand  Rapids.  We  remember  them  at  the 
front  when  called  to  meet  the  more  stern  reahties  of  soldier  life,  anfl  we 
cann(>t  forget  thrjse  tliat  ieli,  pierced  with  Reliel  l)nllets.  and  mangled  by 
Keljel  shells,  and  Imw  could  we  forget  those  who  bure  the  awfnl  sufferings 
and  linally  died  in  the  tnitlst  of  the  horrors  of  Kelxd  prisons.  Of  all  death- 
dealing  machinery  there  is  none  more  terrible  than  these. 

''I  was  in  four  different  prisons — Castle  Thunder,  Mahlon.  Libby  and 
Andersonville.   The  oUl  Libl>y  prison  is  so  well  known  that  I  will  call  your 
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attention  to  only  a  few  reminiscences.  This  prison  was  located  on  one  of 
the  principal  streets  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  had  been  formerly 
used  as  a  warehouse.  It  was  built  of  brick,  and  its  windows  were  well 
barred  with  iron.  Its  walls  were  strongly  guarded  and  it  was  considered 
imp<^sible  for  our  men  to  escape  from  it;  but  in  this  they  were  mistaken. 
In  this  prison  many  of  oitr  true  soldiers  were  confined,  and  from  this  place 
Diany  were  drnwn  1)v  lot  to  be  put  to  death  in  retaliation  for  <:ome  (sup- 
posed)  g^ric\aiK-f  which  the  C'l nil'edfracy  had  suffered  at  tlie  hands  of  the 
United  States  j;" n  eninient  At  one  time  Captain  Sawyer,  of  New  jersey, 
and  Captain  I'lmii.  oi  Indiaiia.  were  drawn  by  lot  for  execution,  atid  were 
placed  hi  a  nio.^l  tiUhy  and  gloomy  dungeon  to  await  the  fatal  day  when 
vengeance  should  be  wreaked  u[K>n  thein.  By  some  unknown  means  this 
fact  was  reported  in  Washington  and  word  was  sent  by  our  government 
that  if  these  men  were  harmed  the  same  fate  would  be  meted  out  to  the  sons 
of  two  Rebel  officers,  then  held  prisoners  at  Washington.  Thus  were  these 
brave  men  savetl  and  their  turn  for  exchange  came  soon  and  they  were  free. 

"It  was  common  for  us  to  hear  discouraging  news,  and  in  fact  we 
seldom  heard  of  the  Union  army  gaining  any  victories.  One  day  it  was 
reported  that  Meade  was  defeated  with  great  loss,  and  that  Grant  had  closed 
an  unsuccessfiU  campaign,  by  rruMiit;  the  siege  at  Vicksburg.  These  were 
truly  dark  days  for  the  boys  imprisoned  there,  waiting  and  hoping.  But 
the  silver  lining  of  the  cloud  would  sometimes  g-limmer  through  the  dark- 
ness, and  in  spite  of  all  precatttions  it  turned  out  that  the  stin  was  still 
shining'.  A  Richmond  paper  found  its  wnv  to  us,  and  brought  the  j»^lad 
tidings  that  Gram  had  taken  X'ick'jliurg.  wuh  liurty  thousand  prisoners,  and 
that  the  baille  oi  Cieityshui  ^  ha^l  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  Lee,  with  a  loss 
to  him  of  twelve  thottsand  kdled  and  wounded  This  inspiring  news  spread 
amono-  the  men  silentlv,  but  swiftlv,  and  hearts  went  up  ui  thankfulness, 
eyes  brightened,  and  faces  shone  with  hope.  Rebel  guards  walked  their 
rounds,  wondering  at  the  change,  when  all  at  once  hundreds  of  voices  burst 
forth  in  song  as  we  never  sang  before : 

"'Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

He  is  trampling  out  the  vintage  where  the  grapes  of  wrath  are 
.stored. 

He  hath  loosed  the  litfid  liglitning  of  His  terrible  swift  sword. 
His  truth  is  marching  on.' 

'Then  rose  the  grand  chorus  of: 

"  'Glory,  glory,  hallelujah,  our  God  is  moving  on.' 
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"Union  men  were  confined  in  the  lower  part  of  the  old  prison,  where  it 
was  so  damp  and  unhealthy  that  mold  actually  accumulated  on  their  beards. 
Many  noble  men  closed  their  eyes  forever  to  the  scenes  and  sufferings  that 
surrounded  them.  From  this  i^ison  a  tunnel  was  dug  underground,  through 
which  about  sixty  escaped,  and  many  succeeded  in  reaching  the  Union  lines. 
But  the  time  came  when  I  was  to  leave  Libby  prison,  and  with  others  we 
bade  farewell  to  those  left  behind.  We  were  loaded  into  box  cars,  closely 
crowded,  with  but  little  to  eat  or  drink.  Our  suffering  was  great,  and  the 
filthiness  of  the  airs  was  beyonf!  flescription  Late  one  afternoon  in  June 
we  arrived  at  our  destinatioti    Andersoimlie  i>rison. 

"This  prison  was  in  a  part  of  Geori^ia  whert-  liicri-  are  extensive  pine 
forejits.  The  prisuii  was  made  hv  setting  l<)t(>  in  the  groniul  side  by  side, 
rnnninj^  up  sunie  lourteen  feel.  Ilcforc  entering  the  prison  we  were  taken 
to  the  quarters  of  the  commanding  officer,  where  for  the  first  time  we  saw 
that  heartless  wretch,  named  VVirtz.  We  were  searched  before  being  taken 
out  of  his  presence,  and  we  were  glad  indeed,  to  get  out  of  the  sound  of  his 
profanity. 

"I  shall  never  forget  the  gloominess  of  that  afternoon  when  we  were 
put  inside  the  .stockade.  I  was  surprised  and  horror  stricken.  Hope  was 
gone,  and  death  seemed  stamped  on  everything.  The  air  was  full  of  deathly 
odors  rising  from  the  filthy  ground,  and  the  water  was  putrid  from  the 
wash  of  the  prison.  A  long 'row  of  our  boys  who  had  died  during  the  day 
lay  on  the  right  as  we  passed  through  the  inner  gate.  This  number  would 
be  added  to  until  morning,  when  the  dead  watron  would  take  them  to  the 
place  of  burial.  The  w  hole  prison  enclosed  aljout  twenty  acres,  which  in  a 
short  time  was  eniar^ri:  to  thirty  acres.  Giiards  could  l>e  seen  on  top  of 
the  stockade  at  interval.-?  ot  alK)ut  live  rods,  all  around  the  prison.  There 
was  a  line  staked  out  some  twenty  feet  from  the  stockade,  that  was  called 
the  Mead  line/  beyond  which  it  was  sure  death  to  go.  Some  of  our  hoys 
were  shot  dead  before  learning  what  this  line  was  for. 

"That  night  four  of  us  lay  down  in  the  rain,  under  our  one  blanket, 
weary,  hungry  and  sad,  but  were  in  a  short  time  awakened  by  the  robbers 
that  infested  the  prison.  One  of  these  fellows  stood  over  me  with  a  large 
club,  another  held  a  razor  over  the  throat  of  my  next  neighbor,  while 
another  looked  over  the  contents  of  a  roll  containing  writing  material,  needles, 
thread,  etc.,  which  was  all  T  had  left  alter  the  numerous  searchings  I  had 
been  through.  We  learned  later,  from  the  older  prisoners,  that  these  fel- 
lows were  a  set  of  hard  cases  that  our  government  had  enlisted  and  put  in 
the  navy,  so  they  could  be  managed  better,  as  they  had  been  enlisted  from 
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jaiU  from  ditterent  cilics,  but  bcint;;  captured  and  in  prison,  they  entered 
ui»"n  t  ifir  old  work  of  roUicry  and  murder.  Six  out  oi  sixty  of  them  were 
afterward  arrested,  tried  and  condemned,  sentenced  and  hung  in  prison. 
The  groans  of  the  6ick,  and  coniniual  cough,  cough,  in  every  direction,  all 
througb  the  long  nights  were  sounds  that  our  ears  soon  became  acctistomed 
to.  Men  were  walking  continually  day  and  night  until  thejr  could  go  no 
longen  when  they  would  drop  down  and  die,  being  actually  starved  to  deadi. 
Many  were  the  plans  laid  for  our  escape,  but  few  succeeded  in  getting  away. 

"It  was  a  common  thing  to  hear  iLtit  baying  of  a  pack  of  bloodhounds  in 
the  night,  as  they  circled  around  the  prison  pen  and  finally  struck  off  in  some 
one  direction,  the  sound  dying^  away  in  the  distance.  This  told  us  that 
more  of  our  poor  boys  had  been  trying  to  get  away.  Those  that  were 
broutjht  hack  were  severely  pvinished.  Men  were  fastened  into  the  stocks 
by  the  wrists  and  ankles  between  heavy  planks  for  hours.  The  st(xk.s  were 
in  plain  sight  of  all,  and  it  was  a  ^(jmmon  sight  to  see  our  comrades  thn-. 
tortured.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  horrors  Of  the  situation  few  would  have 
run  such  fearful  risks  to  get  away. 

"Wells  were  dug  to  a  great  depth  in  an  effort  to  get  pure  water,  but  not 
much  could  be  obtained  in  that  way,  and  suffering  for  it  was  great,  until 
the  Providence  spring  broke  out.  This  spring  was  so  named  because  it 
was  looked  upon  by  many  as  a  direct  gift  from  God.  I  have  dnmk  from 
many  a  fountain  of  livii^  water,  but  I  never  found  one  so  sweet  and  so 
pure.  How  eagerly  we  crowded  up  to  get  a  draught  from  that  pure  f otm- 
tain,  and  how  we  hastened  with  a  cup  of  it  to  helpless  comrades,  racked 
with  pain  and  burning  with  fever.  How  thankful  the  sulferer  received  it 
Yes,  we  rememl^er  the  h'^t  i^^ift  to  a  brother  was  a  drink  of  that  pure  water. 
I  ha\'e  no  doubt  that  man}'  of  us  live  today  that  would  not  have  survived 
withont  it.  T  have  read  of  a  part)-  of  our  men  visiting  the  old  prison,  who, 
when  they  came  to  the  old  sprinj^,  were  completely  overcome  by  their  feel- 
ings, when  they  remembered  what  they  had  passed  throug-h. 

"We  had  but  little  reading  matter,  and  a  newspaper  hardly  ever  found 
its  way  inside  the  prison.  We  would  try  and  sing,  but  our  hearts  were  too 
heavy  for  that,  only  as  we  would  make  a  foriom  effort  to  cheer  each  otiier. 
I  had  a  BiUe,  which  was  not  taken  from  me  in  all  the  searching  through 
whidi  we  passed.  This  was  often  called  for  by  the  boys  and  read  care- 
fully. We  talked  of  hc»ne  and  tfie  bountiful  tables  that  would  be  spread 
for  us,  if  we  were  so  forttmate  as  to  reach  home  again.  This  was  a  favorite 
theme,  and  many  times  I  have  actually  seen  those  who  were  listening  moving 
(33) 
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their  lips  as  if  they  were  tastiiii;  of  mother's  cooking.  A  poor  fehow  who 
pjisstd  me  one  day,  stooped  and  pirked  up  an  old  hone  that  had  l>een  thrown 
out  and  gnawed  it  just  as  a  hungry  dog  would  do.  We  tried  to  study  up 
ways  of  cheering  and  amusiug  each  other  that  we  might  not  yield  to  despair. 

"Days  and  wedcs  passed  slowly  away,  and  October  found  us  hungry 
and  cold,  waiting  and  hoping  for  release.  The  prison  had  been'  enlarged, 
hundreds  had  been  added  to  otur  numbers,  the  death  rate  had  increased,  but 
still  we  hoped  on,  hoping  against  hope.  To  walk  about  from  point  to  point 
of  our  allotted  space  was  not  an  agreeable  mode  of  pastime.  One  needed 
a  stout  heart  to  walk  down  by  the  old  prison  gate  in  the  morning,  and  look 
at  the  long  row  of  our  dead  comrades  as  they  lay  there  with  thin,  white, 
ghastly  faces,  awaiting  tiie  dead  wagon.  We  wondered  why  our  govern- 
ment had  teft  us  thus  to  suffer  and  die.  Those  in  authority  were  exulting 
over  us,  whih-  f^\ch  hour  in  the  night  Rebel  s^uards  would  call  out  'all  is  well.' 
Our  rations  were  v\ithhe!d  for  three  days  from  the  whole  prison,  because 
a  few  had  l:)een  caught  planning  to  escape,  and  this  at  a  time  when  we  were 
almost  reduced  to  absohitc  starvation. 

"Wdl,  tliose  years  have  passed  away,  but  as  we  look  to  our  days  in 
Rebel  prisons,  it  seems  but  as  yesterday,  when — 

"  'Within  the  prison  walls,  we  were  waiting  for  the  day, 

That  should  come  and  open  wide  the  iron  doors. 
And  the  hollow  eye  grew  l^nght.  and  the  \K)or  heart  almost  gay. 

As  we  talked  of  seeing  home  and  friends  once  more.' 

"At  Andersonville.  alone,  onr  government  has  placed  nearly  thirteen 
thousand  tombstones,  to  mark  the  graves  where  otir  loved  ones  were  laid 
away,  and  the  dear  old  llae  floats  each  day  o\er  their  graves.  In  con- 
clusion, I  would  say  that  God  tias  been  good  in  giving  us  peace  and  a  flag 
that  represents  the  very  l^st  country  that  has  ever  had  an  existence.  May 
our  Heavenly  Father  grant  that  our  beloved  flag,  the  Star  Spangled  Banner, 
intermingled  with  the  Banner  of  the  Cross,  float  over  otir  fair  land  forever." 

DATISS  OF  INCORPORATION. 

The  following  shows  the  dates  of  incorporation  of  the  cities  and  vil- 
lages of  Ionia  county,  and  their  population  in  1904.  Belding,  3,654;  incor- 
porated as  a  town  in  1893  (never  incorporated  as  a  village).  Tonia,  5.222; 
incorporated  as  a  village  in  1865,  as  a  city  in  1873.    Hubbardston  (in  Ionia 
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and  Clinton  counties),  413;  inci :irj)urated  in  1867.  Lake  (Jdessa,  1,305; 
incoi  |>orated  in  1889.  Lyons,  723:  incorporated  by  the  supervisors  in  1859 
and  legalized  the  same  year.  Mnir.  522;  incori)orated  in  1871.  Pewamo, 
353;  incorporated  in  1871.  Portland,  1.833;  incorporated  in  1869.  Sara- 
nac,  777;  incorporated  in  i86q. 

POPULATION  OF  IONIA  COUNTY. 

The  population  of  Ionia  county  was  greatest  in  1894.   The  figures 

follow:  1837,  1,028;  1840,  1,923:  1845,  5.T02:  1850.  7,597;  1854,  10,714; 
i860,  16,682:  186^.  17,084;  1870,  2jMi\  1874.  28.376;  1880,  33.872;  1884, 
32,559;  1S90,  32,801;  1894,  34.8^0;  1900,  34.329:  1904.  34*627;  1910, 

VOTE  FOR  GOVERNOR. 

The  following  table  shows  the  vote  cast  for  governor  in  Ionia  county, 
in  the  various  years  and  according  to  party: 


.1912  itjio  1908  igo6  i(k:i4  \()oz  lyoo 

Rcpnl)licaii  —--,.2,740  2,894  3-544  4-^^46  3.697  4,069 

Democratic  — ^—3.565  3.i^t>  4»379  -S'^^S  4.^93  3»-9»  4.-'4i 

Prohibition             136  439  402  384  i8i       253  188 

Socialist               142  40  63  57  56       116  7 

Soc.-Labor            —  4  7  S  4        12  i 

Independent           —  —  10  —  —     

Soc-Democrat  —  ■            25 

Progressive  I»I33  —    —       


NOTABLE  CITIZENS  OF  IONIA  COUNTY. 

Ionia  county,  proper,  was  not  re|tresented  by  a  resident  delegate  in  the 
first  state  constitutional  convention  01  '835.  This  convention  met  at  Detroit, 
May  II.  1835.  and  rinishdl  its  work  and  adjourned  on  June  24,  1835.  The 
Constitution  was  submitted  to  the  people  and  adopted  in  the  fall  of  1835.  by 
a  vote  of  6,299  to  1,359.  While  this  Constitution  was,  in  a  way,  suspended 
by  the  failiare  of  the  people  to  ratify  an  act  of  Congress  of  June  15,  1836, 
detaching  the  territory  in  the  vicinity  of  Toledo  from  the  state,  this  act  of 

■ 

Congress  was* subsequently  ratified  at  what  is  known  as  the  second  ccMiven- 
tion  of  assent  held  on  December  14-15,  1836,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  Con* 
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stitution  of  1835  remained  in  force  wntil  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
of  1850. 

In  the  constitutional  convention  which  convened  on  June  3,  1850,  at 
Lansing,  and  adjourned  on  August  15,  1850,  Ionia  county  was  represented 
by  Henry  Bartow  and  Cyrus  1-oveU.  In  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
of  1835,  the  vote  of  Ionia  county  had  been  returned  with  that  of  Clinton, 
Kent  and  Ottawa  counties,  so  that  the  vote  of  1850  discloses  the  first  actual 
expression  of  the  people  on  fundamental^  law.  Ionia  county  cast  842  votes 
in  favor  of  the  Constitution  of  1850  and  144  votes  against  the  Constitution. 
This  charter  of  the  peoi^e  of  Michi^n  was  adopted  by  a  total  majority  of 
26,736  votes  and  remained  in  force  until  the  Constitution  of  1909  went  into 
effect. 

In  1867  ail  elftirt  \\a->  made  to  adopt  a  new  Constitution,  tint  without 
success.  The  convention  oi  1867  was  held  at  Lansing  aiul  cc>nvencd  on 
May  15  and  adjourned  o\\  Angust  22.  Ttmia  county  was  represented  in 
this  convention  by  George  W.  Germain  anci  Sanford  A.  Veomans.  When 
the  vote  on  this  proposed  charter  was  taken,  April  6.  1868,  it  not  only 
was  rejected  by  the  state  at  large,  but  Ionia  county  well  reflected  the  gen- 
eral verdict  by  casting  1,999  votes  for  the  instrument  and  2,6yi^  votes 
against  it. 

In  1873  Another  unsuccessful  effort  was  made  to  adopt  a  new  Constitu- 
tion. In  this  instance  the  proposed  new  charter  was  drafted  by  a  constitu- 
tional commission  which  convened  at  Lansing  on  August  27  and  adjourned 
on  October  16,  ,1873.  Ionia  county  cast  a  tremendous  majority  against  the 
pew  charter,  the  vote  being  525  for  and  3,886  against. 

No  successful  effort  to  change  the  Constitution  was  made  until  the 
convention  of  1907-08.  which  met  at  Lansing  on  October  22.  1907,  and 
adjourned  on  March  y,,  if)o8.  Ionia  cotinty  was  represented  in  this  constitu- 
tional con\ention  b}'  FTerl^ert  K.  Powell,  ot  Ionia,  and  Justin  T^.  Suther- 
land, of  Portland,  although  the  representation  was  by  senatorial  districts. 
The  new  Constitution  wa'^  submitted  to  the  j>e(>ple  on  No\ember  3,  JOdS, 
pursuant  to  a  writ  of  maiulamus  issued  by  the  supreme  court  on  March  6, 
HX><^.  '^"tl  adopted  by  a  vote  of  244,705  to  T30.783.  Tonia  county  cast 
3,321  votes  in  favor  of  the  present  Con.stitution  and  2.149  votes  against  it. 

Between  1873  ami  TO07  six  different  attempts  were  made  to  have  a 
constitutional  convention  called,  namely:  In  1882.  1890,  1892,  1898.  IQ04 
and  Eqo6.  but  in  each  case  the  attempts  were  defeated  by  the  people. 

.STATE  SENATORS  FROM   IONIA  COUNTV. 

Ionia  county  has  had  thirteen  different  citizens  who  have  represented 


IONIA  COUNTY,  MICHIGAN. 


the  seilatorial  district  of  which  Ionia  county  is  a  port  in  the  Michigan  stat6 
Senate.   The  first  man  to  be  elected  to  the  state  Senate  from  Ionia  county 
was  Adam  L.  Roof,  of  Lyons,  who  represented  the  seventh  district  and 
served  during  the  sessions  of  1840-1850.   Jefferson  H.  Bedcwith,  of  Lyons, 
represented  the  twenty-fifth  district  and  served  during  the  session  of  1855. 
Osmond  Tower,  of  Ionia  county,  rq>resented  the  thirtiedi  district  and  ser\  ed 
during  the  sessions  of  1859.  1861  and  1862.    Hampton  Rich,  of  Ionia, 
served  in  the  state  Senate,  during  the  sessions  of  1867.  1869  and  1870. 
He  represented  the  twenty-eighth  district.    John  C.  Dexter,  of  Ionia,  was 
the  next  man  to  serve  in  the  senate  from  Ionia  county.    He  represented 
the  twenty-eighth  district  during  the  sfssions  of  1871  and  1872.    Allen  P>. 
Morse,  of  Imiia.  ^frvcd  a<  a  roprc-.cntati\ f  •)[  the  twcnty-st- v cnlh  senatorial 
dihtricl  in  the  session  of  i<S75,    During  tiif  vesbion  uf  1877,  Franklin  S. 
l-reeinan,  of  Ionia,  represented  iht  twenty- fourth  district.    Erastus  H. 
Stanton,  of  Jonia,  served  in  the  session  of  1881  and  1662,  from  the  twenty- 
fourth  district.    Albert  K.  Roof,  of  Lyons,  served  in  the  session  of  1887, 
from  the  nineteenth  senatorial  district    William  Toan.  of  Portland,  also 
represented  the  nineteenth  district  and  served  during  the  sessions  of  1889, 
1 891  and  1892.   George  E.  Nichols,  of  Ionia,  represented  the  eighteenth 
district  during  the  session  of  1908,  and  the  next  Ionia  county  citizen  in  the 
state  Senate  was  Walter  Yeomans,  of  Ionia,  who  served  from  the  eighteenth 
district  during  the  sessions  of  1905  and  1907.    Herbert  E.  Powell  repre- 
sented the  eighteenth  district  in  the  session  of  1913.    Mr.  Powell  lives  at 
Ionia. 

REPRESENTATIVES  FOK  IONIA  COUNTY. 

I 

Dig^by  v.  Bell.  Tonia.  Ionia  county.  1840:  George  W.  Dexter,  Ionia, 
ionia,  Kent  and  Ottawa  counties,  1842;  Simeon  N.  Johnson,  Grand  Rapids, 
Ionia,  Kent  and  Ottawa  counties,  1843;  Adam  L.  Roof,  L^ons,  ionia,  Kent 
and  Ottawa  counties,  1845;  John  L.  Morse,  Otisco,  Ionia  and  Kent 
counties,  1846;  -Alexander  F.  Bell,  Ionia,  Tonia  coun^,  1847;  Ananias  Wor- 
den,  Montcalm,  Ionia  county,  1848;  Cyrus  Lovell,  Ionia,  Ionia  cotmty,  1849; 
Frederick  Hall,  Ionia,  Ionia  county,  1850;  Daniel  L.  Case,  Portland,  lonid 
county,  1851 ;  Cyrus  Lovell,  Ionia.  Ionia  county,  1855 ;  George  W.  Germain, 
North  Plains,  first  district,  1857-58;  Almeron  Newman,  Portland,  first  dis- 
trict, 1859^2;  Milo  S.  Baker,  Portland,  first  district,  1862;  Alonzo  Sessions, 
Ionia,  second  district.  1857-62;  Asa  Spencer,  Smyrna,  second  district, 
1863-64;  John  B.  Welch,  Tonia,  first  district,  1863-65;  Myron  Tupper,  South 
Cass,  second  district,  1865;  Robert  B.  Smith,  Portland,  first  district,  1667-76; 
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Abid  S.  Stannard,  5>outh  Boston,  second  district,  1867-70;  Albert  K.  Roof, 
Lyons,  first  district,  1871-72;  Shiverick  Kellogg,  Ionia,  second  district, 
1871-74;  WilUani  Sessions,  Ionia,  first  district,  1873-74;  Jacob  M.  Benedict, 
Portland,  first  district,  [875;  William  Mercer,  Saranac,  second  district, 
1875;  Nathan  B.  Hayes,  Muir,  first  district,  1877;  Sanford  A.  Yeomans, 
Ionia,  second  district,  1877-79;  George  Pray,  Wood's  Corner,  first  district, 
1879;  Adom'ram  T.  Gi1>l)s.  Portland,  second  district.  1881-82;  A.  Milnn 
Willeit,  Muir.  t'lr't  district,  1881-83;  Frederick  Pitt,  ionia,  second  district, 
1883;  F.dwin  R.  VViiliams.  Ionia,  second  district,  1885;  Andrew  J.  Wei>ber, 
Ionia,  t^rst  district,  1885-87;  \niazi;ih  D,  Pardee,  Saranac,  second  district, 
1887;  Renry  W.  Browne,  Ilnlihard.ston.  first  district,  1889;  Willard  Haw- 
ley,  Saranac,  second  district,  1889-91;  Frank  Doremus,  Portland,  first  dis- 
trict, 1891-92;  William  D.  Place,  Ionia,  first  district,  1893-95;  Joseph  D. 
Morse,  Ottsco,  second  district.  189,5-95;  James  Scully,  Ionia,  first  district, 
1897-1900;  Willis  F.  Bricker,  Belding,  second  district,  1897-1913;  Joseph 
A.  Locher,  Saranac,  second  district,  1899-1900;  John  Mick,  Clarksville, 
second  district,  1901;  Heibert  E.  Powell,  Ionia,  first  district,  1901;  Herbert 
E.  Powell,  Ionia,  Ionia  county,  1903;  Clyde  J.  Watt,  Saranac,  Ionia  county, 
1905-07;  Frank  C.  Miller,  Ionia,  Ionia  county,  1909. 

IMPORTANT  OFFICES. 

Conmig  to  Uie  consideration  of  the  existing  systems  of  government, 
and  the  recognition  which  lonians  have  received  thereunder,  first  in  rank 
was  the  election  of  Hon.  George  W.  Webber  as  a  member  of  the  forty- 
seventh  Congress  from  the  fifth  Michigan  district.  Not  more  highly  did 
the  district  honor  the  esteemed  Ionian  than  he  his  home  and  the  district  by 
his  eminent  services.  No  Ionian  ever  did  more  for  the  advancement  of 
the  city. 

Hon.  Alonzo  Sessions  was  apiiointed  as.se9sor  of  internal  revenue  for 
the  fourth  district  of  Midiigan  in  1861  and  .<5erved,  until  1865.  In  1S72 
he  was  elected  a  presidential  elector  from  the  eighth  district.  Osmond 

Tower  was  appointed  by  President  TJncoln  as  the  first  United  States  marshal 
for  the  we.stern  district  of  Michigan  and  tilled  tlie  of^cc  for  three  years, 
lidyar  M,  IMarble  wiis  appoiiitetl  from  Ionia  its  commissioner  of  patents  by 
I'resident  Grant. 

The  United  .States  land  office  was  removed  from  U'hite  ['ig;eon  to 
ionia  about  1S36.  and  from  that  time  until  several  years  after  its  removal 
to  Reed  City  the  appoinbnents  thereto  were  largely  from  Ionia  and  included 
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the  names  of  Samuel  Dexter,  Louis  S.  Lovdl,  Stephen  F.  Page>  Frederick 
Hall,  Alex  F.  Bell,  Henry  J.  Wilson,  John  C  Blanchard,  James  H.  Kidd, 
James  L.  Jennings  and  Edward  Stevenson. 

In  the  councils  of  the  state,  lonians  have  borne  a  prominent  pent  and 

have  been  accorded  many  high  honors.  Hon.  Allen  B.  Morse,  having  been 
electffl  an  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  courL  in  1885,  was  appointed 
chief  justice  bv  Governor  Alger  to  fill  tbc  unexpired  term  ot  Chief  Justice 
Coolev,  resigned.  The  fullowitig  vear  he  enterfd  nj.xjn  llie  full  term  tor 
which  he  was  elected  and  \vhich  expired  cm  DecenilxT  31,  1S93. 

Alonzo  Sessions  was  heutenant-governor  two  year.^.  ironi  1877  to  1880; 
Digby  V.  Bell  was  auditor-general  from  1846  to  184B,  and  commissioner 
of  the  state  land  office,  1844-46. 

The  olfice  of  attorney-general  has  been  filled  by  the  following  Ionia 
citizens:  Hon.  Albert  Williams  gave  the  state  distinguished  services  from 
1863  to  1 866,  inclusive,  having  been  re-elected  to  a  second  term.  S.  V.  R. 
Trowbridge  filled  the  office  from  January  i,  1889,  to  March  25,  1890,  when 
ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign.  Hon.  A.  A.  Ellis  was  elected  in  1890  by 
a  vote  of  196,308  to  177,822  for  his  principal  competitor  and  25,416  fot 
other  candidates.  • 

Among  the  important  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  governor  for  which 
lonians  have  been  preferred,  was  the  appointment  of  Gen.  F.  S.  Hutchinson 
as  inspector-general,  bv  Governor  Begole,  1883-85;  Gen.  T.  H.  Kidd  as 
Inspector-general,  hv  dnwinor  Alg'er.  1885-87;  Alfred  H.  Heath  as  coiit- 
raissioner  of  laljor  statistics,  by  Gdvernor  Luce,  1887-80;  Hon.  Hampton 
Rich  as  tneniUer  of  the  hoard  of  managers  of  the  state  house  of  correction 
and  ref' Minatur)'  and  of  the  asylum  for  insane  crinnnals  tor  snccessiv€ 
terms,  and  the  selection  of  Capt.  John  II.  Mitchell,  of  the  ionia  Light 
Guard,  by  Governor  Winans  as  a  colonel  upon  his  staff. 

youNG  men's  christian  association. 

To  Alden  Sessions  properly  belongs  the  credit  for  setting  in  motion 
the  chain  of  events  which  led  up  to  the  organizing  of  the  Ionia  County 

Young-  Men's  Chnsti.Hn  Association.  In  the  fall  of  tqto  an  announcement 
of  the  State  Boy's  Conference,  to  be  held  tiiat  year  in  Charlotte,  came  to 
him,  and  aroused  his  interest.  Tie  attended  and  i>ecamc  so  enthused  that 
the  followin|i  year,  he  persuaded  liftecn  others  to  go  with  him.  An  adult 
leader  being  necessary  they  chose  Mr.  Branch,  who  readily  consented  to 
make  tlie  trip  with  them.    The  conference  was  held  in  Detroit  and  a  special 
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coach  was  furnished  by  the  Pere  Marquette  railroad  to  take  the  Ionia  dele- 
gation. Those  who  attended  were:  Alden  and  Douglass  Sessions,  Otto 
Phillips,  VV^ilh'am  McKendrv,  Jackson  I'leckenstcin,  Harold  Foote,  Harold 
Smith,  (  liarles  Van  Sickle,  Dean  I.aDow,  Roland  Hiimens.  Delmar  Wood, 
Charles  Hall,  Ernest  Hicks,  Frank  ICdwards,  William  Bergy,  and  Mr,  Branch. 

Durini(  the  trip  it  was  decided  to  fomi  an  org^anization  and  ai)peal  to 
the  business  men  of  the  citv  for  support.  Accordingly,  alKjut  two  weeks 
later,  a  meeting  was  called  in  the  basement  of  the  Baptist  cliurch,  to  which 
about  a  dofzen  of  the  leading  business  men  were  invited.  C.  L.  Rowe,  of 
Jackson,  state  secretary  of  county  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  work, 
had  pRMnised  to  attend,  but  a  snow  blockade  prevented.  Another  meeting 
was  called  a  little  later,  in  the  law  office  of  F.  C.  Miller.  Besides  Mr. 
Miller,  there  were  present  at  this  meeting.  T.  B.  Preston,  Charles  M.  Steven> 
son,  R.  A.  Hawley,  £.  £.  Branch  and  Gen.  Fred  W.  Green.  C  L.  Rowe, 
of  Jadcson,  and  J.  A.  Vin  Bis,  of  Kalainazoo.  state  secretary  of  boys'  work, 
were  present  and  urged  the  need  of  organizing  a  county  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association.  A  committee  of  btisiness  men  took  the  matter  tinder  con- 
sideration, and  in  March.  1913,  gave  a  banquet  in  ()dd  Fellows  IT?!!,  at 
which  about  two  hundred  men  were  i>rcsent.  atnong^  thetn  Mr.  Rol>ens.  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Rowe  and  Mi.  Van  Dis.  A  county  organization  was 
effected  before  the  meeting  adjourned,  and  on  June,  i.  191  J,  C.  F.  Angell 
began  work  as  county  secretary. 

The  program  of  the  county  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  wide 
and  varied.  In  the  summer  and  fall  there  are  many  county-wide  activities, 
such  as  summer  camps,  relay  races,  contests  in  com  and  potato  raising, 
supervised  swimming,  hiking  trips,  field  and  track  meets  for  whole  town- 
ships, and  individual  schools  in  the  villages  and  dties. 

The  activities  above  described,  given  careful  supervision  and  direction, 
give  an  opportunity  for  the  Ixjys  to  develop  naturally.  Appreciation  of 
this  kind  of  work  is  «"ho^vn  by  the  increasinj^  numlier  which  take  part  every 
vear.    In  IOI5  nearly  one  thousand  Ixiys  and  men  ])artici]>ated. 

Very  diflerent  indeed  is  the  winter  program  oi  the  County  \'t_)ung 
Men's  ("hristian  Association  Instead  of  athletics  and  contests,  the  atten- 
tion is  tunicii  to  organizing  the  "gangs"  into  weekly  Bible  study  groups, 
with  an  adult  leader.  These  grouj^  have  educational  work,  social  times, 
talks  by  professional  and  business  men,  |tarliamentary  drill,  impromptu 
speaking,  as  well  as  the  religious  activities.  Conferences  for  older  boys 
of  the  county  are  held,  one  each  year,  where  vital  questions  are  discussed 
by  the  boys  themselves  and  higher  ideals  chosen.   This  type  of  work  is 
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unique  in  that  no  buildings  are  required  or  equipment  demanded,  but  by 
volunteer  supervised  leadership  results  are  obtained. 

The  county  organization  is  maintained  hy  ;i  county  committee  of  busi- 
ness and  professional  men,  who  autliorize  and  assist  in  the  soliciting  of 
funds  for  developing  the  work  throughout  the  entire  county.  The  officers 
are:  T.  B.  Preston,  chairman:  T^orenzo  WeW">er,  vice-president;  Fred  W. 
Green,  n  cording  sc(  rct:ir\  ;  Royal  A.  Hawly  and  Fred  L.  Warner,  mem- 
liers  ol  excaitive  commirtee. 

The  County  \  oung  Men  s  Christian  Association  co-o|)erarc^  witli  and 
supplements  iht  work  of  the  home  church  aiir!  school,  endea\<jring  al  all 
times  to  discover,  enlist  and  train  young  men  and  boys  in  service  for  Jesus 
Christ  and  their  fellow  men,  thus  making  upright,  useful  citizens.  Sixteen 
other  counties  in  Michigan  and  seventeen  other  states  have  this  type  of 
Young  Men's  Christian  .Association  work. 

PlONEER^DAYS. 

The  fo!]o\vin£r  i?  the  a<idrps<  of  Tudge  F.  D.  M.  Davis  which  was 
dchvcred  l)efore  tile  annual  nicetirifj;-  of  the  Tonia  (  'oiuity  Ilistrirical  Society. 
This  nieetinsf  was  held  in  August,  1^15.  and  this  article  ai)pealed  to  the 
usseiiihlcd  |)ioneeis  aiut  it  was  ex  ident  that  they  were  well  pleased  with  its 
contents,     i  he  address  follows  : 

Pioneer  means-  one  who  goes  before  to  prepare  the  way  for  another. 
How  many  of  us  went  before  to  preixire  the  way?  T  hardly  think  there  are 
many  left  who  were  actual  pioneers.  Our  venerable  President  Hayes  was 
only  a  young  man  or  boy  at  a  time  when  the  population  of  this  county  was 
large  enough  to  send  2,464  young  men  into  the  Union  army.  This  from 
his  birth  when  the  county  was  a  forest.  We  are  only  keeping  alive  the 
memory  of  the  pioneer.  I  like  to  feel  that  I  am  one,  that  I  have  done  some 
great  work. 

The  pioneer  that  I  diink  of  is  the  one  I  can  see  way  back  in  the  dis- 
tance with  a  slow-going  train  of  white  covered  wagons  drawn  by  oxen,  the 

men  folks  felling  the  trees  and  making  their  way  westward.  The  patient 
oxen  with  s\\a\ing  bodies  and  las:ging  footstep,  men  travel-stained  and 
bronzed  by  exposure,  women  with  hope  and  care  depicted  upon  their  faces, 
children  peering  from  their  uneasy  alxnles  and  wondering  when  they  will 
1>e  more  comfortable.  These  are  pioneers  on  their  way  to  the  (M'omised 
land. 

Moons  wax  and  wane  and  still  the  weary  march  is  kept  up  over  hills 
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and  down  valleys,  fording  streams  and  going  around  swamps,  sometimes 
there  are  Indian  scares,  sometimes  sickness  and  death  overtake  some  of  the 
band,  sometimes  a  team  gives  out  or  a  wagon  breaks  down.  The  lesson 
of  patience  and  self-reliance  is  learned.  Finally  the  march  is  ended,  and 
they  have  reached  the  land  of  hope  and  they  have  found  gloomy  forests  to 
greet  them.  They  found  no  friends  to  entertain  them  except  the  wild  ani- 
mals of  the  forest  and  the  Indians  for  ncighlxjrs.  They  had  nothing  but 
the  genial  heavens  and  the  generous  earth  to  gi\e  ilieni  hope. 

They  fuinicd  an  army  of  cunij.ururv  of  Nature  and  leave  a  heritage 
for  the  future  gciienitions.  They  prepared  the  way.  The  pioneer  and  his 
children  arc  the  conquttrors  of  Nature.  Ko  stone  can  be  hfted  above  another 
to  make  the  crudest  wall  or  dwelling,  but  Nature,  represented  by  her  power 
of  gravitation,  strives  at  once  to  pull  it  down  again.  No  structure  is  corn* 
pleted  before  the  elements  are  at  work  defacing  it,  preparing  its  slow  but 
certain  ruin.  Summer  heat  expands  and  winter  cold  contracts  materials 
of  every  kind,  rain  and  wind  wear,  warp  and  twist,  the  oxygen  of  the  air 
gnaws  into  stone  and  iron,  alike,  in  a  word  the  elements  are  at  work  undoing 
what  man  has  accomplished.  In  the  field  of  the  agriculturist  it  is  the  same 
story.  The  earth  which  brings  forth  its  crops  of  unwholesome  weeds  so 
freely  resists  man's  approaches  when  lie  strives  to  brinq-  it  under  cultivation, 
l>v  careful  attciuion  nnW  ran  tisefiil  .yrain  he  mafle  to  grow.  Xot  onlv  do 
^\InlI  and  r;iin,  l)ii;_;htins^'  ht-at  .iih!  wilherniL';  coM,  menace  the  crops,  hut 
\vee(U  ia\a(lf  llie  lieid'-.  ihe  i^^ernis  -  il  tim^-oid  pe<t<  Uirk  e\ er\'u  here,  and 
myriad  insects  destroy  orchard  and  meadow  and  grain  iields  in  devasting 
legions.  Similarly,  the  beasts  so  rugged  and  resistant  while  wild,  become 
tender  and  susceptible  to  disease  when  made  useful  by  being  domesticated. 
I'^ormerly  they  thrived  when  roaming  at  lai^e  in  the  face  of  all  weather 
and  exposure:  now.  housed  and  fed  by  man,  they  are  weakened.  So  the 
battle  of  life  goes  on  in  a  bitter,  anxious  struggle. 

Hut  the  story  has  another  side.  Nature  has  oppased  man  at  every 
stage  of  his  attempted  progress.  Yet,  at  the  same  time,  she  has  supplied 
him  all  the  weapons  for  waging  war  upon  her.  Her  great  power  of  gravi- 
tation opi^oses  ever\  etloi  t  he  makes,  yet  without  that  power  he  could  do 
nothing.  He  could  not  walk  nr  -tay  upon  the  earth  even,  and  no  structure 
that  he  htiihN  would  hold  in  place  for  an  instant  So.  too,  the  wind  that 
smites  hiu!  ,ukI  tears  at  his  handiwork  may  1k'  niatle  to  serve  the  purpose 
of  turninq  his  windmills  .ind  supplying  him  with  power.  The  water  will 
serve  a  like  purpo.se  hi  turning  his  mills,  and  changed  to  steam  with  the  aid 
of  Nature's  Ktorc  of  coal,  will  make  his  steam  engines  and  dynamos  pos- 
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sible.  Even  the  lightning  he  harnesses  and  makes  useful  in  sending-  his 
messages  by  phone,  telegraph  or  wireless. 

The  grains  that  man  struggles  so  arduously  to  produce  are  after  all 
nothing  of  man's  creating.  They  are  only  adopted  products  of  Nature, 
whkh  he  has  striven  to  make  serve  his  purpose  by  growing  tliem  tmder 
artihci.1I  conditions.  So,  too,  the  beasts  are  creatures  that  belong  in  the 
wtkls  of  distant  lands  !\lan  bns  l)rought  them  in  defiance  of  nature  to 
lUicongenial  cliiunie,  and  niadt-  them  serve  a-^  workers  and  as  food  suppliers 
where  Nature  aluiie  could  not  supply  theni.  Mati.  In  care,  helps  these  animals 
to  overciwie  tlie  ilrtngers  of  change  of  climale  and  food.  So  everywhere  and 
always  it  is  the  work  of  man  with  the  aid  of  nature  to  oppose  nature  up  to 
cci  lain  limits. 

Barbaric  man  is  called  the  child  of  Nature,  he  must  accept  what  Nature 
offers.  But  civilized  man  is  the  child  grown  to  adult  stature,  and  able  in  a 
manner  to  control,  to  dominate,  and  if  you  please,  to  conquer  the  parent 
Nature.  He  had  to  have  tools  to  do  this,  his  brain  must  evolve  these  tools, 
his  necessity  compelled  him  to  invent,  his  hope  inspired  to  higher  accom- 
plishments. I'Voin  the  use  of  stones  as  tools,  the  skins  of  animals  for  cloth* 
ing,  the  flesh  of  beasts  for  food,  he  constantly  advanced  until  he  was  able 
to  leave  permanent  recorfls  of  his  achievements.  Every  advance  was 
dependent  x\]}on  the  invention  of  some  other  prior  period.  The  question 
finally  became  how  to  labor  more  efficiently,  more  productively,  how  to  pro- 
duce more  of  the  nece'ssnries  and  of  the  luxuries  that  man's  physical  and 
mental  being;  demands  with  less  cx'itenditTire  of  toil.  That  fnnn  hi  st  to 
last  has  been  the  ever  insistent  prnl)lt:iii,  and  the  answer  has  always  been 
foimd  throujjh  the  development  of  sfmic  new  mcrbanisni.  some  new  labor- 
Siivinj^"  dex'ice.  some  in^'enions  ni;mi]>nlatiV'ns  of  the  jjowers  of  Nature. 

If  we  compare  Egyptian  anti  liahyiunian  civilization  with  our  own  we 
will  find  the  differences  are  due  to  new  and  improved  methods  of  perform- 
ing the  world's  work.  The  great  men  of  those  times  were  as  children  in 
accomplishment  when  compared  with  the  ordinary  man  of  today.  All  great 
changes  have  been  slow.  The  stream  of  progress*  and  great  achievement 
moved  slowly  for  thousands  of  years.  More  material  progress  has  been 
made  tending  to  the  comfort,  education  and  liberty  of  man,  within  the  last 
eighty  years  than  in  all  the  world's  history  prior  to  that  time.  It  was  the 
American  (lioneer  that  began  this  great  awakening  fyom  the  lethargy  of  the 
ages.  There  are  men  living  today  who  lived  when  the  first  steam  engine 
ran  the  first  boat  and  the  first  railroad  train.  Many  of  us  remembier  when 
the  first  commercial  message  was  sent  over  wire.  We  of  middle  age  remem- 
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ber  the  laying  of  the  Atlantic  cable,  thus  uniting  the  old  world  to  the  land 
of  the  pioneer.    And  all  these  brought  about  by  pioneers  of  this  country. 

'llie  historian  of  the  future  will  record  the  fact  that  the  American 
pioneer  and  bis  children  OMistitute  the  greatest  race  ever'  known  to  the  world. 
Today  as  a  result  of  pioneer  effort  and  accomplishment  the  progress  of  the 
world  is  moving  as  a  mighty  Niagara  current,  and  the  names  of  these  men 
will  stand  higher  and  granrler  than  any  warrior.  The  names  Watt,  Fulton, 
Morse  and  I'diVon  will  1k'  hn'e^hter  and  brighter,  while  the  names  of 
Hannibal,  Caesar,  Alexander  and  Napoleon  have  passed  into  oblivioTi, 

The  military  conqueror  had  his  day  of  surpassing  grandeur,  and 
departed  leaviii(^  the  world  worse  than  he  to\nid  it.  But  the  pioneer 
inventor  left  a  heritage  that  was  to  add  day  hy  day  to  the  wcallli  and  happi- 
ness of  humanity,  the  lightening  of  toil,  the  ihsseminalion  of  learning,  the 
teaching  of  men  to  think,  until  the  pioneer  had,  in  fact,  become  the  con- 
queror of  Nature.  The  thorny  cactus  has  become  a  blooming  rose,  the 
poison  of  its  cup  has  l)ecome  the  nourishment  of  the  domestic  animal  and 
sustains  the  life  of  man.  No  one  can  tell  the  end.  Take  it  alone  in  agri- 
culture and  witness  the  changes.  Could  we  turn  hack  to  the  time  of  our 
grandfather  farming  would  be  different  work  than  that  of  today.  Then, 
for  the  most,  he  operated  only  a  few  fields.  Thirty  or  forty  acres  of  plow 
land  kept  him  quite  busy.  He  plowed  with  oxen,  if  pretty  well  advanced, 
wkh  horses;  sowed  grain  hand.  Cultivated  corn  and  potatoes  with  a 
hoe.  Reaper]  his  wheat  and  oats  with  a  cradle,  perhaps  a  sidde.  Threshed 
his  grain  with  a  flail.  Went  to  the  nearest  water  power  mill  to  get  his 
wheat  traded  into  Hour,  leaving  toll  instead  of  ca^sh  with  the  miller.  If  he 
had  a  surplus  it  woidd  V)c  draAvn  by  horses  or  oxen  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
to  market.  Each  fanner  raised  a  very  little  live  .stock  just  far  his  own  use. 
If  he  had  a  sur|>lus  the  local  buteher  would  kill  and  distribute  among  those 
who  did  not  raise  it,  but  only  locally.  Each  locality  drew  and  gave  out  to  a 
limited  community. 

Today  the  small  farmer  is  almost  obsolete.  Eastern  farms  lie  fallow, 
the  owners  not  being  able  to  compete  with  the  rich  soil  of  the  West  divided 
into  laige  farms.  The  soil  is  turned  by  steam  plows:  seeders  and  planters 
put  the  grain  into  the  ground.  Tht  harvester  machine  cuts  the  grain  and 
ties  into  bundles.  The  steam  thresher  threshes  it  and  puts  it  into  hags. 
1*he  auto  truck  takes  it  to  a  nearl>>'  market  where  it  is  elevated  ready  for 
the  steam  cars,  which  carries  it  whizzing  off  to  the  coast,  there  it  is  placed 
on  shipboard  for  the  people  of  other  countries  or  ground  up  in  sanitary 
mills  where  they  wash  the  whiskers  fr<Mn  each  grain. 
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Instead  of  having  butchery  clays,  as  of  old,  the  live  stock  is  given  a 
niilroad  ticket  to  Chicago  or  BulTalo.  There  every  part  of  the  critter,  except 
the  squeaU  is  made  up  into  something  and  returned  to  us  ready  to  eat. 
Veal  in  the  manufacturing  process  becomes  chicken.  The  farmer  has  no 
longer  time  to  butcher.  His  hogs  he  sells  alive  for  eight  cents  and  buys 
his  bacon  and  hams  for  twenty^hve.  We  can  buy  our  Ix'eakfast  steak  from 
Buenos  Aires  as  conveniently  as  from  our  home  farmer  Bananas  and  pine- 
apples from  the  tropics  are  as  plentiful  a<  our  own  apfrfes,  and  if  it  were  not 
for  the  enterprise,  energy  and  push  of  Luther  Hall  and  N.  B.  Hayes,  Ionia 
county  would  not  know  what  an  apple  looked  like.  Just  think  of  all  the 
changes  in  about  eighty  \  enrs. 

In  the  world  of  niainitacuiix s,  literature  and  science  the  aiUaiux'  and 
[)rLit;rc>>  arc  jusl  as  great.  I  htrf  it,  one  place  where  pr' tgrcss  has  not  been 
tast  (-n<ui£jh.  that  is  in  the  kucliLn.  The  housewite  cannot  wash  dishes  nor 
cuuk  a  guotl  iUiuier  by  wireless.  Her  work  is  the  real  stuti,  but  it  is  some 
better  than  in  pioneer  tlays.  My  grandmother  cooked  her  meat  over  the 
coals  of  a  great  fireplace.  She  took  care  of  her  own  poultry  and  eggs,  sell- 
ing the  eggs  for  three  or  four  cents  a  dozen.  That  was  before  the  time  of 
high  cost  of  living  She  looked  after  milk  and  cream  of  twenty  to  thirty 
cows.  Sptm  ajid  wove  the  dax  for  our  summer  clothes,  and  those  slippery 
linen  sheets  that  would  not  stay  over  us.  Carded,  spun  and  wove  the  wool 
for  our  winter  clothes.  Cooked,  and  with  the  help  of  her  daughters,  all  for 
a  family  of  fourteen. 

The  cream  was  not  separated  by  a  machine,  but  the  milk  put  in  pans 
upon  a  shelf  in  the  nn'lk  house,  and  the  cream  taken  off  just  at  the  right 
time,  or  the  butter  which  was  sent  down  to  New  York  by  canal  might  not 
be  good  when  it  ^ot  there.  There  was  no  machine  to  churn,  hut  a  chum 
with  an  up  and  down  stroke  dash,  soitielimes  l)y  rrrandtna,  sometimes 
some  of  her  unwilling  chiklrcn.  luoiKunv  prevailed.  Even  the  wood  ashes 
01  the  fireplace  was  saved,  ])lace(I  in  a  Itarrcl  aiul  water  put  into  same, 
resulting  in  a  flow  of  lye.  Tlie  scrai^  of  fats,  meals  and  rinds  saved  for 
months  were  boiled  in  the  lye,  and  we  then  had  soft  soap,  and  its  use  would 
make  us  shine  like  an  African's  heel. 

With  all  this  accomplished,  with  Nature  conquered,  with  intelligence 
has  come  security  of  title  to  property.  This,  with  the  home,  is  what  creates 
love  of  country,  a  country  worth  having.  And  it  is  an  incentive  to  work, 
not  only  with  hands  btit  brain,  and  those  who  think  are  those  who  reign. 
I  cannot  dwell  longer  on  this  subject,  it  would  take  days  to  cover  the 
gjotind. 
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We  have  6o  inucli  to  tlmik  the  pioneer  for.  We  blioulU  keep  alive 
their  memories  aiid  great  work  by  k^ping  up  this  amiual  meeting.  We,  as 
children  of  pioneers,  must  not  rest  content  with  the  work  of  our  fathers. 
We  can't  sit  down  and  watch  the  caxs  go  by  filled  with  envy,  nor  be  dis- 
couraged, but  add  to  progress  and  the  richness  of  the  world  by  our  energy 
and  push.  The  world  moves,  and  to  be  happy  we  must  move  with  it.  This 
is  an  age  of  automobiles,  electric  cars,  telephones,  wireless  telegra(^y — 
and  if  we  don't  get  too  lazy  to  walk,  too  tired  to  talk,  but  ever  remain  true 
to  our  best  instincts  given  through  education,  ptu'e  religion,  honest  pditics 
and  sound  and  healthy  government,  then  will  we  be  truly  with  all  our  other 
works  the  conquerers  of  Nature. 
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